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moment in time 
is sponsored by:

Article 46: National Guard Armory is open and taking enlistments in January 1947 in Luverne

Luverne celebrates 150 years — National Guard Armory/see page 6A

This is the 46th in a series that shares the rich history of Luverne as it celebrates 150 
years. This week is a piece from 1947 about the start of the National Guard in town.

Article 46: N
This is the

years. Th

Volume 142,  
Number 46

Rock County Historical Society President Betty Mann this week shares a news 
story from the Jan. 30, 1947, Rock County Star about the National Guard Armory 

in Luverne opening up and inviting — encouraging — young people in the 
community to enlist for military service.

By Lori Sorenson
Rock County Implement is dou-

bling the size of its John Deere operation 
on South Highway 75 in Luverne.

A 100-by-225-foot repair shop 
will be added to the existing structure, 
which will be completely gutted and 
remodeled for use as a showroom and 
parts and sales store.

Also, a 35-by-100-foot wash bay will 
accompany the new building.

“Everything will be completely dif-
ferent,” said general manager Dan Block. 

“It will be unbelievably big. … Th e front 
will be totally refaced with the front door 
on the other end.”

By Lori Sorenson
Rock County commissioners and the 

state of Minnesota have entered a joint 
powers agreement to facilitate a rural 
water connection to the Blue Mounds 
State Park.

The agreement, signed Nov. 7, es-
sentially guarantees the county won’t be 
liable for the $643,000 connection to the 
state park.

It also puts the wheels in motion for 
DGR Engineering to compile plans and 
specs in order to request bids for the proj-
ect in time for a possible spring connection.

Th e Blue Mounds State Park has been 
without drinkable water — or water safe 
enough to shower in — for four consecu-
tive camping seasons.

“We’re real excited this is happening, 
and we’re looking forward to having drink-
ing water and showers here,” said park 
m anager Chris Ingebretsen.

Funding from the bonding bill pas-
sedearlier this year provides $1 million 
to connect the park to Rock County Rural 
Water and also replace the park’s 40-year-
old underground pipes. Th e bill included 
$15 million to the DNR for statewide asset 
preservation to address failing infrastruc-
ture like that at the Blue Mounds. 

Rural Water will take the lead on the 
engineering and construction to connect 
the park to its system.

Th e state will handle the infrastructure 
improvements within the park boundaries.

Park offi  cials say the water issue has 
aff ected attendance in the Blue Mounds.

According to park data, 91,000 people 
visited the Blue Mounds in 2013.

Th at number dropped to 57,000 visi-
tors in 2014, the year E.coli showed up in 
drinking water and fl ooding destroyed the 
dam and drained the lake.

In the past couple of years, visitor 
numbers have returned somewhat, but 
never to the level before water contami-
nation. Th e fact remains that park visitors 
cannot drink or bathe in the water.

Th e goal is to have clean water at the 
park for next year’s camping season.

He said he looks forward to ad-
equate shop space for farm machinery 
that has gotten signifi cantly bigger since 
the implement structure was fi rst built 
in 1972.

“We were due,” Block said. “We 
outgrew our existing building a long 
time ago.”

C &  B Operations, Gettysburg, 
South Dakota, owns 24 John Deere farm 
equipment dealerships in the region, 
and Block said the corporation decided 
this year to make capital investments 
in Luverne.

By Mavis Fodness
Luverne School District residents 

approved both ballot questions for 
facility improvements at the Nov. 7 
special election.

Th ey joined 40 other Minnesota 
school districts that asked voters for 
money to improve and expand their 
facilities.

Over half (28) received voter 
approval for projects, and of those, 
fi ve (including Luverne) passed two 
ballot questions.

Local voters overwhelming voted 
yes to the $16 million plan to expand 
and remodel facilities in the Luverne 

district. Th e vote was 1,068 yes (77 
percent) to 322 no (23 percent).

Luverne’s second question asked 
voters to approve a $7 million new 
performing arts center. 

Th e vote was 829 yes (59 percent) 
and 565 no (41 percent).

Luverne School Board members 
have been working on the referen-
dum since December, when they 
hired a consultant to update the 
district’s long-term facility plans.

“It means opportunities to our 
students,” board chairwoman Katie 
Baustian said about the yes votes.

“Th e performing arts center, ap-

propriate-sized classrooms, expand-
ed electrical capacity for technology 

… things that were holding us back.”

1,396 voters cast ballots
At the polls Nov. 7, 1,220 local 

residents voted with an additional 
177 casting absentee ballots.

Both numbers are high, accord-
ing to Rock County Auditor-Treasurer 
Ashley Kurtz. “For a school election, 
it is a lot,” she said.

Polls closed at 8 p.m., with the last 
voter walking out of the high school 
gymnasium just seconds before polls 
closed.

“I never dreamt we would be this 
busy,” said Ruth Stoakes, one of seven 
election judges.

About 36 percent of the district’s 

3,785 registered voters cast ballots in 
the special election. 

Th ere were only two questions 
on the ballot.

Polls opened at 10 a.m. and the 
day averaged 122 voters per hour, 
keeping judges at attention most of 
the time.

“It was the fi rst time we couldn’t 
read a magazine or a book,” said An-
nabelle Frakes.

She has been a local election 
judge for more than 40 years.

Kurtz reported 47 first-time 

Yes and Yes
Luverne bond referendum vote draws 36 percent of registered voters

State park to 
get rural water 
next summer

By Mavis Fodness
Livestock production in Rock 

County expanded last year with 
growth plans already proposed 
for 2018.

Doug Bos, assistant director 
of the Rock County Land Man-
agement Office, updated com-
missioners Nov. 7 about feedlot 
permits issued through the LMO 
this year and which projects are 
coming up.

“In 2017 we had pretty sizable 
investments in hog barns and 
cattle barns,” he said.

Eighteen feedlot permits 

were issued in 2017, up from 13 
the previous year.

Of this year’s permits, eight 
were to new hog barns (includ-
ing fi ve new sites), nine cattle 
feedlot expansions (including 
three new cattle barns) and one 
dairy expansion.

For 2018 the LMO already has 
received plans  for three new hog 
barns, one cattle expansion and 
one dairy expansion.

Bos reported LMO personnel 
inspected 42 feedlots in the past 
year. Th e number represents the 
7 percent required by the Min-

nesota Pollution Control agency.
Commissioners unanimous-

ly signed a 2018-19 agreement 
with MPCA.

The agreement commits 
LMO offi  cials to inspect an ad-
ditional 43 feedlots in 2018 and 
43 more in 2019.

LMO receives $66,800 an-
nually from the state to oversee 
local feedlots of less than 1,000 
animal units.

“I think landowners appreci-
ate the local contact,” Bos said.

State offi  cials inspect feedlots 
of 1,000 or more animal units.

County hog, cattle feedlots increaseJohn Deere to double in size

.25 t Man ClLast men of the Lassst

Local residents voted yes to the $16 
million plan to expand and remodel 
facilities in the Luverne district. 

Referendum vote/see page 2A

Trial by fi re

Luverne Fire Department members conducted a training drill on West Main Street Monday 
night when they burned down a house that the city purchased this summer for future residential 
development. According to fi re chief David VanBatavia (left), crews started and extinguished 
fi res in the house seven times for the seven different training teams. Controlled burn situa-
tions like this provide valuable experience for fi refi ghters to test their skills and equipment. 
The evening wrapped up around 9:30 with a full blaze to destroy what remained of the house.

Firemen burn down house for training Lori Sorenson photos

John Deere expansion/see page 3A
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www.rockcountychiropractic.com
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• Custom Orthotics • Kinesiotape • Athletic 

Care • MassageTherapy • Work & Auto 
Injuries • Postural Restoration Dr. Michael Smith

Acupuncture
Acupuncture Chiropractic Care
Family Care Sports Injuries

Auto & Work InjuriesKinesiotape

Acupuncture and Massage Available
Kris Van Der Brink M.T. & Amy Rosales M.T.

507.449.4400

Codie Zeutenhorst, D.C., CAc

www.luvernechiro.com
109 S. Freeman Ave. | Luverne, MN

Ray Hansen
1726 140th Ave.,

Luverne, MN 56156 
507-669-2621

comraycom@gmail.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

By Mavis Fodness
Luverne Education 

Association formally an-
nounced the 2017 Friend 
of Education Nyla Sohl and 
2017 Teacher of the Year Ly-
nette Stensland at a special 
ceremony Monday to kick off  
American Education Week.

Stensland named Luverne’s 
2017 Teacher of the Year

Complete surprise 
was expressed by Lynette 
Stensland Monday when she 
was selected as Luverne’s 
2017 Teacher of the Year.

“Never in a million years 
did I think I would be the 
Teacher of the Year,” said the 
26-year classroom veteran 
after the announcement in 
the elementary school com-
mons. “I am so thankful I 
had a lot of mentors.”

For the past several 
weeks Stensland has been 
on medical leave as she 
recovers from hip surgery. A 
request from fellow teach-
ers to stop by after school 
Monday led to her presence 
at the annual Teacher of the 
Year event.

Becky Rahm, a former 
LEA Teacher of the Year, an-
nounced Stensland’s name 
as her family emerged from 
the hallway bearing fl owers 
and congratulatory hugs.

Rahm used comments 
from the nomination forms 
to introduce Stensland.

“She truly cares about 
children … gets along with 
teaching staff  … greets 
children with a smile … puts 
in lots of hours and never 
complains” were among the 
observations for the honor.

Stensland’s start to a 
teaching career began at 
home. She said her mother 
asked her to help her young-
er brother, Doug Stensland, 
practice his reading skills.

“I have always loved kids,” 
she said. 

“Seems simple, but that’s 
where it started.”

Stensland grew up on 
the family dairy farm near 
Larchwood and graduated 
from West Lyon High School. 

She earned her elemen-
tary and special education 
undergraduate degrees at 
Augustana College (now 
U niversity) in Sioux Falls, 
later returning there to earn 
a master’s degree in arts and 
instruction.

Her fi rst teaching job 
was in the West Lyon School 
District. I got to start in my 
home school,” Stensland 
said.

She spent four years in 
elementary classrooms in 
Iowa before teaching the 
next seven years at Hills-
Beaver Creek.

By that time she and 
her husband, Doug Bos, had 
begun their own family, and 
teaching became a part-
time career as she focused 
on raising their four boys, 
Daniel, Matthew, Nathan 
and Micah.

Stensland joined the 
Luverne faculty 15 years ago 
and is currently the district’s 
Response to Intervention 
(RTI) coordinator and Title I 
teacher.

Th e full-time job keeps 
Stensland busy instructing 
kindergarten through sixth-
grade students who need 
extra help reading. She’s also 

Mavis Fodness photo/1116 TOY 2017

Luverne Education Association formally announced the 2017 
Friend of Education Nyla Sohl (left) and 2017 Teacher of the 
Year Lynette Stensland at a special ceremony Monday to kick 
off American Education Week.

voters, also a high number. 
“Especially in the year after a 
presidential election,” she said.

What’s next?
School officials began 

meeting with engineers Nov. 9 
to fi nalize designs for the $31 
million project.

Th e design process is ex-
pected to take eight months 
to complete.

Two months ago, district 
offi  cials approved a construc-
tion management contract 

with Foster, Jacobs & Jacobson 
out of Minneapolis and ICS 
Inc., Fargo, North Dakota.

The contract originally 
included only the $8 mil-
lion board-approved levy for 
health and safety improve-
ments.

However, with voters 
approving the expansion/
remodel of existing school 
facilities and the construction 
of a new performing arts center, 
FJJ and ICS will now complete 
all three projects. 

Engineers are optimistic 
the bid-letting and construc-
tion could start this spring.

“We would like to start 
some construction once 
school is out,” said Todd Wet-
zel, program manager with 
ICS Inc.

While design plans are 
underway, Ehlers Inc., the 
district’s fi nancial adviser, is 
preparing for the building 
bond sales.

Th e school b oard used its 
levy authority to approve $8 

million for health and safety 
improvements. Th ese bonds 
will be sold fi rst.

At a special Nov. 14 meet-
ing the board canvassed the 
election results and autho-
rized the $8 million bond sale. 

Th e sale will likely occur 
in December, according to 
Greg Crowe, Ehlers senior 
municipal adviser.

Authorization to sell the 
voter-approved $23 million 
in bonds will take place at a 
later date.

Meetings
MS Support Group will meet at 7:30 p.m. Th ursday, 

Nov. 16, at Southwest Health and Human Services in 
Luverne. All persons with MS and their family and friends 
are invited. Call 283-2069 or 283-2964

Luverne Music Boosters will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 21, in the Luverne High School Choir Room. All 
parents of choir and band students are welcome to attend.

Battle Plain Township Board will meet at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 21, at the home of Lloyd Prins.

 Meditation and Mindfulness Practice will meet at 
7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 22, in Hilger Commons at 215 N. 
Cedar Street in Luverne. For more information call Kim 
at 507-353-0041 or email kimberlyelizabeth@live.com.

Caregiver Support Group will meet from 5 to 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 28, in the Mary Jane Brown Good 
Samaritan Home.

Narcotics Anonymous will meet every Th ursday eve-
ning at 6:30 p.m. at the Steen Reformed Church. Contact 
Robert for more information 507-329-2642.

Women’s Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 8 p.m. 
Mondays in the United Methodist Church.

Narcotics Anonymous meets at 7 p.m. Fridays and 
for basic text study at 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays in the base-
ment of St. Catherine Catholic Rectory, 203 E. Brown St., 
Luverne. Use east door. Call 507-220-0137.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 8 p.m. Wednesdays 
and Saturdays in the United Methodist Church, Luverne. 
Call 605-321-4324.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 8 to 9 p.m. every 
Tuesday in Runals Hall, Edgerton. Call 507-215-2956.

Free food Nov. 16
New Life Celebration Church will host a free food 

giveaway from 5 to 6 p.m. Th ursday, Nov. 16, in the 
Luverne Senior Citizens Building for those having trouble 
putting food on the table. Bring bags and boxes. Call 
283-4366 with questions.

Guitar quartet at library Nov. 17
Th e Minneapolis Guitar Quartet will play at 2:30 p.m. 

Friday, Nov. 17, at the Rock County Library in Luverne.
Th e foursome of Joseph Hagedorn, Maja Radovanlija, 

Ben Kunkel and Wade Oden will perform a variety of 
acoustical selections ranging from classical to rock and 
roll. Th eir appearance is made possible through the state’s 
Clean Water, Land & Legacy Amendment.

For more information contact the library at 507-
449-5040.

Th anksgiving meal Wednesday
Th e community is invited to a Th anksgiving meal at 

5:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 22, at the United Methodist 
Church in Luverne. A freewill donation will be accepted 
but is not required.

Join De-Light-Ful 5K race Nov. 25  
Th e 15th Annual De-Light-Ful 5K is planned for 6 p.m. 

Saturday, Nov. 25, starting and ending at the Luverne Ar-
mory at 309 South Freeman Avenue. Registration is online 
at www.allsportcentral.com or at 5 p.m. at the armory 
the day of the race. A post-race party/dance will follow 
at the armory with the Casey Meussigmann Band. Th ere 
is no cover charge for the dance. For information contact 
Dave Duff y at dduff y@rconnect.com or 507-920-3345.

Sign up by Nov. 30 for SHARE; 
distribution is Dec. 6 at Armory

Th e Rock County SHARE program will distribute 
groceries, clothing and toys to Rock County residents 
in need from noon to 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 6, at 
the Luverne National Guard Armory on South Freeman 
Avenue. Th ose wishing to receive from the program must 
apply by Th ursday Nov. 30.

Note: The SHARE program no longer accepts 
donations of used items. To support SHARE, mail tax-
deductible donations to SHARE, P.O. Box 792, Luverne, 
MN 56156. Call Molly at 507-227-9282.

Christmas boxes collected by Nov. 19 
Operation Christmas Child boxes for underprivi-

leged children will be collected by Nov. 19 at the American 
Reformed Church south entrance.. Donors are encour-
aged to pay shipping online and track their boxes to a 
specifi c country. Go to samaritanpurse.org. Call Karen 
Bosch, 605-413-9676.

School referendum ... What’s next?/continued from page 1A

the RTI coach to the ninth-
grade program. 

“Th ey teach me things 
every day,” she said of both 
staff  and students. “I learn a 
lot about myself, too.”

Stensland will now rep-
resent the Luverne district in 
the state Teacher of the Year 
program.

Monday’s announce-
ment kicked off  American 
Education Week in the 
district.

Nyla Sohl named 
2017 Friend of Education

Many Luverne School 
District students know Nyla 
Sohl, who has helped se-
lected kindergarten and fi rst-
grade students learn reading 
and mathematic skills for the 
past 28 years.

Sohl was named the 
2017 Luverne Public Schools 
Friend of Education. She was 
honored Monday as part of 
American Education Week.

“It’s an honor,” she said.
Hired in 1988 as a Title 

I paraprofessional, Sohl 
has never deviated from 
her original duties. Over 
the years, however, she has 
become the only Title I class-
room assistant for kinder-
gartners and fi rst-graders.

Each day she works 
one-on-one with about 20 
students, practicing reading 
and math skills essential to 
becoming profi cient in those 
learning areas.

Sohl works in small 
blocks of time on specifi c 
tasks such as identifying let-
ters and sounds to counting 
from one to 120 and money 
amounts.

Counting money and 
telling time are the hard-
est lessons for the young 
students, but she said she 
doesn’t give up because the 
end results are worth her 
time.

“Th e joy of the job is that 
you work and work and then 
you see the progress,” she 
said.

Many graduates rec-
ognize Sohl outside the 
classroom, often stopping 
their former instructor in the 
grocery store. Some stu-
dents also remember Sohl 
for helping them get to and 
from school.

Besides assisting in 
the classroom, Sohl is also 
beginning her 29th year as a 
playground supervisor.

She greets students 
arriving by bus or car  each 
morning at school. At lunch-
time she supervises selected 
classes.

For the past 16 years 
Sohl did bus duties at the 
end of the school day.

She knew each stu-
dent, the bus numbers and 
various family members as 
she made sure students left 
school going to the correct 
destination.

Sohl retired from bus 
duties this year but has no 
plans to retire as a parapro-
fessional. 

“I like kids,” she said. “If I 
can still do it (the job), I will 
do it as long as I can.”

Sohl (nee Spykerboer) 
grew up on a farm near Ells-
worth and graduated from 
Ellsworth High School. She 
and her husband, John, have 
two grown daughters and 
four grandchildren.

Luverne educators name 2017
Teacher of the Year and Friend of Education
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Remember your loved ones with a light on one of  the area Tree of  Lights.

Your donation of  $5 per light will honor someone special (young or elderly, well or ill, living or deceased). 

Names received by noon, Dec.1 will be read during the tree lighting ceremonies and listed  

on sanfordluverne.org.

Edgerton
Wednesday, Dec. 6 at 7 p.m.

First State Bank Southwest

Luverne
Thursday, Dec. 10 at 6:30 p.m.

Tree on corner of  Main Street & Hwy 75  

(Ceremony at The Cottage,  217 N. Oakley Street)

Adrian & Ellsworth
Sunday, Dec. 10 at 6:30 p.m.

Adrian Fire Hall

Hills
Sunday, Dec. 10 at 2 p.m.

Tuff Village 

Call (507) 283-1805 for more information.

Tree Lighting Ceremonies will be held in the following communities:

201   Tree of Lights Order Form
Given by:  ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Choose tree location:    Adrian/Ellsworth        Edgerton     Hills      Luverne

In Honor of:  ________________________________________________________________ Living    Deceased 

Total Purchase Amount: _______________________________________________________________________

Enclosed is my tax-deductible check payable to: LACF-Hospice.  All donations will be acknowledged.

Sponsor a light by mailing your order form 
and check (payable to LACF) to:
Sanford Luverne Hospice
211 E. Main Street, Suite 101
Luverne, MN 56156

Luverne Area
Community Foundation

7

Sanford Luverne Hospice Tree of Lights
We’ll lower your costs 
and raise your comfort.

OR

with the purchase of a qualifying Lennox® home comfort system.

— RECEIVE UP TO —

$1,600
IN REBATES*

UP TO 72 MONTHS 
INTEREST-FREE 

FINANCING*

Offer expires 11/24/2017.
*On a qualifying system purchase. Lennox system rebate offers range from $200 to $1,600. Some restrictions apply. 
One offer available per qualifying purchase. See your local Lennox Dealer or www.lennox.com for details. 
©2017 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

412 S. Kniss, Luverne, MN 56156

Luverne High School Treble Choir and 
Concert Choir performed their fall concert 
Tuesday night, Nov. 7, in the high school 
auditorium. The venue was changed from 
the normal performance location in the 
gym because district voters were set 
up for the school’s referendum vote. At 
the end of the concert, director Seana 
Graber was handed a piece of paper 
with the election results: both questions 
passed, including the decision to build 
a new performing arts center.

Above, the full choir sings Eliza Gilkyson’s 
“Requiem,” and at right, the Treble Choir 
sings “Shine on Me,” arranged by Rollo 
Dilworth. The winter concert for grades 
6-12 will be at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 8, 
in the high school gym.

By Lori Sorenson
Sen. Al Franken’s staff ers 

met with local farmers and re-
newable energy leaders Wednes-
day in Luverne about policies for 
the next Farm Bill.

One purpose of their visit 
was to gather information that 
would help to make energy and 
conservation programs acces-
sible and successful.

To address this, conversa-
tion turned to the status of local 
federal offi  ces in Rock County, 
and local farmers expressed 
concern about the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service 
in Luverne. 

“Th ey’re hired to get conser-
vation practices on the ground, 
not do clerical work,” said Beaver 
Creek conservation farmer Peter 
Bakken.

He and others said prob-
lems intensifi ed last year when 
the USDA moved the Farm 
Service Agency and Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
away from the Rock County Land 
Management Offi  ce into their 
own leased building.

The USDA’s intent with 
similar moves nationwide was 
to make these offi  ces more ac-
cessible to farmers. While this 
did happen for the two federal 
offi  ces, it had the opposite ef-
fect when the same farmers also 
deal with the Soil and Water 
Conservation District, according 

to Norton.
“Th e fact that the Soil and 

Water Conservation Office is 
apart from our office is very 
unfortunate,” Norton said at the 
meeting Wednesday. 

“I know the Soil and Water 
Board and Doug’s offi  ce did ev-
erything in their power to keep 
the offi  ces together, but it was a 
regional decision.”

Local offi  cials said farmers 
are hurt in the end.

“If you want to do some tile 
work, you have to come to my of-
fi ce and fi ll out some forms, and 
then you have to go to Doug’s 
offi  ce and then you have to come 
back to the NRCS,” Norton said.

In the previous shared loca-
tion in the Land Management 
Office, the different agencies 
pooled resources to work for 
farmers.

Further aff ecting service to 
farmers was the fact that Kurt 
Halfmann’s NRCS staff de-
creased from three people to one, 
making it diffi  cult for programs 
to be administered. 

After the meeting, Norton 
further expressed concern about 
important services not being 
administered.

“We’re here to serve the pro-
ducers,” Norton said. 

“We’re the Farm Service 
Agency, and the Natural Re-
sources Conservation  Service. 
We serve our producers.” 

By Lori Sorenson
Sen. Al Franken’s staff  

was in Luverne Wednesday 
to meet with local produc-
ers and agencies about 
renewable energy policies 
to be included in the next 
Farm Bill.

The covered topics 
ranged from biofuels and 
solar power to conservation 
farming and policies that 
promote clean air and water.

Doug Bos of the Rock 
County Land Management 
Offi  ce and Fraser Norton 
of the local Farm Service 
Agency attended along with 
several ag businessmen 
who have led the charge 
for renewable energy and 
conservation farming in 
Rock County.

They included David 
Kolsrud, Jim  Willers, Lyle 
and Sharil Rollag, Peter Bak-
ken and retired electrician 
Tim Lipetzky.

Th ey told Franken staff -
ers Bree Maki and Paula 
Sunde they appreciated the 
senator’s eff orts in renew-
able fuels policies, but they 
pointed out challenges that 
are hindering progress.

For example, switch 
grass and other woody 
crops can be raised for bio 
fuels, but until a market is 
established, biomass crops 
are grown only within a 50-
mile radius of the nearest 
processing plant.

“It’s all about gallons 
per acre,” Lyle Rollag said. 

“If you put all that work into 
a crop and come up with 
24 gallons of diesel fuel per 
acre, that’s going to move a 
ship only a few feet in the 
water.”

POET chemist Sharil 
Rollag said federal dollars 
for biochemicals research 
are shrinking, so opportuni-
ties for new innovation are 
dwindling.

“We’re never going to 
move forward if we don’t 
fund the research,” she said.

Lyle Rollag added that 
petroleum companies are 
stepping in to fund this 
research, and those often 
biased outcomes are also 
hindering renewable fuels 
progress.

Lipinsky said technol-
ogy is approaching a tipping 
point where wind and solar 
energy may allow for self-
sustaining farms to produce 
all their own energy.

“I don’t think we’re too 
far from a rural acreage be-
ing completely off  the grid 

— like you may not need a 
utility,” Lipinsky said. 

“And that’s what they’re 
afraid of. … Th e biggest resis-
tance (to renewable energy) 
we see is from utilities.”

On the agenda Wednes-
day was a list of renewable 
energy policies that the 
group reviewed — mostly 
for commentary on whether 
or not they’ve been eff ective 

policies.
While some were more 

eff ective than others, dis-
cussion often drifted to 
policy administration and 
how accessible — or not 

— the programs were for 
producers.

Bakken said he consid-
ered applying for a renew-
able energy grant when his 
operation built a large ma-
chine shop with geothermal 
heat and LED lights.

But because the appli-
cation process was so cum-
bersome — 15 pages long 

— he said he proceeded 
without it.

If the goal is to encour-
age energy effi  ciency, the 
process excludes many 
eligible applicants.

“A $100 per light panel 
versus $500 (for LEDs) … 
if I were to get a little help 
to pay for it, I might try it,” 
Bakken said. “And if I fi nd 
I like it, I’ll tell my neighbor 

… Th is is where the taxpayer 
gets value out of a program.”

He pointed out that 
many farmers who should 
qualify for conservation 
projects or energy effi  ciency 
programs often don’t bother 
to apply because of daunt-
ing paperwork — some 
requiring professional grant 
writing.

One that drew the sharp-
est criticism at Wednesday’s 
gathering was the Conserva-
tion Stewardship Program, 
or CSP.

“It’s more of a clerical 
program than a conserva-
tion program,” Bakken said. 

“It’s like … you want help 
putting in a waterway, but 
you don’t have waterways, 
so you can’t get in. … So you 
leave your gullies in the fi eld, 
because you’re not already 
there.”

Th e group Wednesday 
told the Franken staffers 
that the program caters to 
progressive producers who 
already have conservation 
practices in place.

“Th e guys at the top are 
getting moved one notch 
further,” Rollag said, “but 
we should be spreading the 
money around to get more 
conservation practices on 
the ground.”

Specifically, Bakken 
and others at the meeting 
agreed that a one-page form 
to apply for up to $10,000 
would be more effective 
than a complicated appli-
cation process for higher 
dollars.

“It seems like common 
sense has been taken out 
of all of these applications,” 
Bakken said later. “The 
people who are trying to 
make improvements are on 
the outside looking in.”

Sunde and Maki prom-
ised to take  concerns back to 
Franken, and they thanked 
the group for spending time 
at the meeting.

Th e expansion will allow 
for six new full-time employ-
ees to join the existing 17 work-
ers in Luverne. One will be in 
sales and the other fi ve will be 
service technicians.

“We will be able to serve 
our customers much better,” 
Block said. “We’re looking 
forward to it.” 

Th e larger showroom will 
feature John Deere lawn and 
garden products and gifts and 
it will expand parts selection 
in stock.

The project will utilize 
LED lighting and energy-
effi  cient heating and cooling. 

“We’ll be the only John Deere 
store with all LEDs,” Block said.

Dirt work started this fall 
on the new building, which 
will be completed May 1. 

Th e existing building will 
be gutted and remodeled after 
that with a total completion 
date set for Sept. 1. Beck and 
Hofer Construction, Sioux 
Falls, is the general contractor.

John Deere/
continued 
from page 1A

Sen. Franken staff 
meets with local 

renewable energy
leaders and farmers

Where is the ‘service’ in 
farm service agencies?

 Lori Sorenson photos/1116 fall choir concert

Making music

Luverne High School 2014 graduate Riley Verbrugge 
addressed Veterans Day crowds in the high school gym 
Thursday, Nov. 9, via Skype from his deployment in Kuwait. 
His father, Evan Verbrugge, facilitated the event.

Veterans Day address
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Do you 
vote yes or 
no?

Should 
Luverne 
build its 
identity 
around the 
nutcracker 
collection 
currently housed in the county’s 
new history museum?

Th e answer to this ques-
tion has resulted in vibrant 
discussion on the Luverne Area 
Chatter Facebook page with 
many people saying, “yes, the 
collection is lovely but no we 
should not build the commu-
nity’s identify around it.” Many 
oppose the construction of a 
giant nutcracker statue.

One argument is that 
until now Luverne has not been 
known for nutcrackers; perhaps 
bison or Cardinals,  — but not 
nutcrackers. I have no strong 
feeling either way, but rather 
than simply be a naysayer, I off er 
the following:

Why not build the commu-
nity’s identify around the new 
shrimp plant? 

Tru  Shrimp recently an-
nounced, in addition to building 
a shrimp growing facility, it will 
also construct a shrimp hatch-
ery to nurture zillions of teeny, 
tiny baby shrimp called larvae.

And so I propose Luverne’s 
new ambassador — a larva. 
Imagine a giant larva statue 
pulling visitors by the thousands 
off  of the interstate highway. 
Who would not want their photo 
taken with a giant larva? And 
how hard could it be to build the 

“world’s largest larva” statue? 
Not very.

Community festivals will 
honor the larva. Imagine the 
fun to be had at Luverne Larva 
Days! In addition to music and 
crafts in the city park, the event 
will include the larva launch, a 
compelling game of fun and skill 

Why not?

Luverne: ‘Love the Larva’

where contestants blow larvae 
through straws on to dinner 
plates.

Goodbye Hot Dog Night. 
Hello Larva Lunch! Participating 
merchants off er a free noon hour 
feast of grilled larvae on a bun — 
and of course orange drink.

How attached are we to the 
Cardinal? Could the Larva be our 
new mascot? “Give me an L!

I imagine an eye-catching 
larva will be painted on the water 
tower mechanical building.

Elvis Presley’s “Song of the 
Shrimp” will replace the old 
school song.

A few people have made fun 
of the fact that we call our small 
body of water at the edge of town 

“Th e Lake.” Minnesota has Loon 
Lake and Eagle Lake. Why not 
rename  our lake “Larva Lake?”

Th e versatile larva will be 
featured on local restaurant 
menus. How does one serve 
shrimp larvae, you ask? To bor-
row a movie quote, “You can 
barbecue it, boil it, broil it, bake 
it, saute it. Th ere’s, larvae-kabobs, 
larvae creole, larvae gumbo. 
Pan-fried, deep fried, stir-fried. 
Th ere’s pineapple larvae, lemon 
larvae, coconut larvae, pepper 
larvae, larvae soup, larvae stew, 
larvae salad, larvae and potatoes, 
larvae burger, larvae sandwich …”

I think Luverne’s future looks 
bright. Th e shrimp plant will 
bring jobs, people and revenue 
into the community.

Won’t be long and we’ll 
be discussing whether or not 
to change  the city logo to, 

“Luverne: Love the Larva.”
I vote yes.

GUEST CONTRIBUTION
A highlight of Saturday night’s 

Last Man Club banquet in Luverne 
was a personal greeting from fi lm-
maker Ken Burns, who featured 
Luverne as one of four communi-
ties in his 2007 documentary series, 

“THE WAR.”
In a letter to Haakenson and 

Luitjens he applauded their service 
and their civic contributions. Former 
Gov. Tim Pawlenty read excerpts at 
the banquet. 

Burns agreed to share the letter 
in this week’s Star Herald: 

Dear Messrs. 
Haakenson and Luitjens:

In September 1943, Al McIntosh, 
the editor of the Luverne Rock County 
Star Herald, wrote, “All of us use the 
phrase ‘after the war’ so much it al-
most becomes meaningless. ... For all 
of us it means the day ‘when you boys 
come home. ... It means the ecstatic 
happiness and the wild gladness of 
thousands of family reunions.’”

We are far removed now from 
those reunions. But in some ways, the 
decision to open the fi nal bottle to-
gether reminds us that every gathering 
has been a reunion. Today we join in 

memory of the 24 founding members 
of “Th e Last Man Club.” We stand too 
among the others who have passed, in 
the years since the war and those lost 
in combat. 

We selected Luverne as a town in 
our World War II fi lm because it spoke 
to the centrality of place. “I think it 
was a pretty close-knit community,” 
Jim Sherman told us. “Th ere was a 
saying that if you don’t want people 
to know about it, you don’t do it. And. 
everybody knew pretty much every-
body else in town.”

And pretty much everyone was 
touched by the war.

Of the 21 young men who gradu-
ated from the Luverne High School in 
1939, 20 served in the armed forces. I t 
would be about the same each year to 
come. Sam Hynes, who appeared in 
our fi lm, and who knew a thing or two 
about life in Luverne, explained, “It’s 

hard to understand why the guy next to 
you was blown apart and why you’re 
able to go on to have a wonderful life.”

It is impossible to understand. But 
we can remember them. 

History has a way of staying the 
same and changing. We grow older 
but remember like yesterday the feel-
ings of youth. 

So we gather to remember. All 
reunions are about memory, about 
the community we are part of, but 
also about the people who are no 
longer with us.

I congratulate you on this occa-
sion — Veterans Day — and the sym-
bolic opening of the bottle. I thank you 
for your service and I applaud you for 
what you continue to teach us about 
patriotism and friendship.

Best regards,
Ken Burns,

Walpole, New Hampshire

‘After the war’ takes on new meaning

VOICE OF OUR READERSTo the Editor:
Luverne Public School District 

voters have decided to move ahead 
with the School Board plan to 
renovate and expand the elemen-
tary school and middle school/high 
school and to build a new perform-
ing arts center for school and com-
munity use.

I want to commend all the lo-
cal residents who provided input in 
the school facility planning process. 
Without community input, it would 
not have been possible for the school 
board to put forward the right plan 
for our community. 

I applaud all citizens that exer-
cised the right to vote. I appreciate 
that people took the opportunity to 
become educated about the process 
and the project.

Design work is already under-

way on the new performing arts center 
and for the education, health and 
the following safety improvements 
to our schools:

•Safer pick-up/drop-off  area at 
the elementary school.

•Secure entrance at the middle 
school and high school.

•Improved technology access 
across the district.

•Three additional elementary 
classrooms.

•Renovated elementary special 
education classrooms.

•New middle school and high 
school cafeteria.

•Renovation and expansion to 
middle school classrooms.

•Renovation of science labs and 
physical education spaces.

•Additional band and choir 
rooms with storage

Construction and renovation 
work will begin shortly after the 
design plan is complete. 

Safe classrooms, hallways and 
other school spaces will be provided 
for all students during the work.

During the designing and 
building phases of the project, you 
can fi nd updates on the performing 
arts center construction and school 
renovation and expansion on the 
district’s website at www.isd2184.
net.

Luverne Public Schools has 
a strong tradition of providing a 
high-quality education that helps 
all students to meet their highest 
potential. We look forward to 
continuing that tradition for our 
students and our community.

Supt. Craig Oftedahl Luverne 
Public Schools  

Oftedahl thanks school district residents for voting

To the Editor:
Th ank you to voters who got 

out to vote.
Th ank you to voters who voted 

YES.
Th ank you to voters who voted 

YES twice.
Th ank you for seeing the impor-

tance a school has in a community.
Th ank you for believing in the 

vision of educating our future.
Th ank you residents of Rock 

County. 
Th ank you for voting YES!

Emily Crabtree
On behalf of the 

Vote Yes Committee

This is your place to 
express your opinion on 
matters of community 

importance. A strong opin-
ion page in a community 
newspaper is a sign of a 
strong and cohesive com-
munity. The Star Herald 

Letters to the Editor policy 
appears each week in the 

space below, outlining letter 
length, content, deadlines 
and contact information.

This is your page!
Your opinion matters.

Question: I noticed several 
freshly killed deer on the side of the 
highway yesterday. What are the 
traffi  c related requirements when 
someone collides with a deer, and 
what are the game related require-
ments with killing a deer? Is it legal 
to take the deer home?

Answer: If you are involved in a 
vehicle vs. deer/large animal crash, 
call 911 to report if there are occupant 
injuries, your vehicle is disabled, your 
vehicle or the animal is in the lane 
of traffi  c or if the animal has been 

injured and is unable to run away. 
Law enforcement will be dispatched 
to your location to assist.
Th e Minnesota State Patrol issues 
permits for road-kill deer generally 
at the time of the crash or soon after. 
Any Minnesota resident may claim 
a road-killed animal by contacting a 
law enforcement offi  cer. An authori-
zation permit can be issued, allowing 
the individual to lawfully possess the 
animal. 

Here are some tips to avoid deer 
crashes: 

•Drive at safe speeds.
•Be especially cautious from 6 

to 9 p.m., when deer are most active.
•Use high beams when possible 

at night, especially in deer-active 
areas.

•Do not swerve to avoid a deer. 
Swerving can cause motorists to lose 
control and travel off  the road or into 
oncoming traffi  c.

•Watch for the refl ection of eyes 
and silhouettes on the shoulder of 
the road. If anything looks suspicious, 
slow down.

•Reduce speeds in areas known 
to have a large deer population 

— such as areas where roads divide 
agricultural fi elds from forest land 
and whenever in forested areas be-
tween dusk and dawn.

•Deer are unpredictable — they 
may stop in the middle of the road 
and change direction when cross-
ing or move toward an approaching 
vehicle.  Blow horn to urge  deer to 
leave the road. 

•If a deer is struck but not 
killed,  keep your distance as deer 

may recover and move on. 
Avoid all distractions while driv-

ing. You can avoid a ticket — and 
a crash — if you simply buckle up, 
drive at safe speeds, pay attention 
and always drive sober.  Help us drive 
Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths.

If you have any questions con-
cerning traffi  c related laws or issues 
in Minnesota send your questions to 
Sgt. Troy Christianson – Minnesota 
State Patrol at 2900 48th Street NW, 
Rochester MN 55901-5848. Or at  
Troy.Christianson@state.mn.us.

Ask a Trooper: Is it legal for drivers to take deer killed by vehicles home with them?
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ON THE RECORD

GREEN EARTH PLAYERS
PROUDLY PRESENTS

ADAPTED BY MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY THEATER | BEN LOMOND CALIFORNIA
PRODUCED BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY OF WOODSTOCK, ILLINOIS

NOVEMBER 10–12 & 16–19, 2017
THE HISTORIC PALACE THEATRE 

LUVERNE, MINNESOTA

CONTACT THE PALACE BOX OFFICE
FOR TICKET INFORMATION

507.283.4339

Based on the  motion picture

Tuesday, November 21, 2017 · 7:30 p.m.

featuring

Reception in the lobby 
following the performance.

Home for the Holidays

DR. CHRISTOPHER STANICHAR, CONDUCTOR

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the SW MN Arts Council, 
thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund.

Memorial Auditorium
714 13TH STREET • WORTHINGTON, MN • 507.376.9101

ALL TICKETS RESERVED AND SOLD AT THE BOX OFFICE

ADULTS - $15 • • • • • • • • STUDENTS - $5

Prokofi ev  •  Schubert  •  Fauré

0
0
1
6
5
4
1
2
5
r1

 605-339-8911 • 1-800-390-6610
 3801 S. Western Ave., Suite 103, Sioux Falls, SD

Open:  Mon.-Fri.  8 a.m. - 7 p.m. • Saturday 9 a.m.-1p.m. 
                            www.AllAboutTravel.org          www.facebook.com/AllAboutTravelInc

Layaway & Gift Certifi cates Available! 

 Helping You Find Your Personal Paradise!

10-Year Winner!10

 

                www.Al

Help

November 14 | 6  P.M.      All About Travel 
3801 S. Western Ave, Suite 103  Sioux Falls, SD    
Please RSVP to hold your spot!  
Call us at 605-339-8911    Email us at aat@allabouttravel.org  
Sign up on our website: www.allabouttravel.org 

You are invited to Hard Rock Night 
at All About Travel, Inc.!
Please join us to learn more about a 
luxury, all-inclusive vacation with 
Hard Rock Hotels!  Our representative 
will show the many sides, inclusions 
and benefits of a Hard Rock get away!

507-449-0454

November 19 11am - 3pm
Sunday Brunch

Come and 
enjoy our 
brunch!

Something 
for 

everyone!

Adults $12.99
Seniors 60+ $10.99

Kids 6-12 $8.99  |  Kids 6 & under $4.99
Drink included with kids meals

Mimosas and Bloody Mary specials

Thanksgiving
Service

“Expression of thanks to God”
Sunday | November 19 | 7 p.m.
United Methodist Church, Luverne

Hosted by: Grace Lutheran, United Methodist,
First Presbyterian Churches,

St. Catherine’s Roman Catholic Church
All are welcome and encouraged to bring a food item 

or monetary donation to Rock County food shelf

Come Join in aTime of Thanks

Submitted photo

Honoring fellow soldiers
The Luverne Combined Honor Guard members from the Dell Hogan American Legion 
Post 123 and the Rock County VFW Post 2757 gathered Nov. 2 to honor the late Warren 
Herreid at Grace Lutheran Church and at Maplewood Cemetery, Luverne. Pictured in the 
front row from left are Buck Underwood, Wayne Biever, Stan Sasker, Jay Mann, (middle) 
Jerry Wie man, Jerry Hoff, Gary Hassebroek, Mel Hamann, Terrie Gulden, (back) Jim Harner, 
Rodger Ossenfort, Ed Stearns, Chuck Egland, Bill Martin and Merlyn Buys.

Dispatch report
Nov. 3
•Complainant requested 

a welfare check on her uncle.
•Complainant reported a 

tractor was pulling a couple of 
grain wagons and one broke 
apart.

•Complainant requested 
a welfare check on suspect 
this weekend. Deputy verifi ed 
suspect is still in jail, no check 
needed. 

•Complainant requested 
extra patrol around the eleva-
tor by the fair grounds. After 
they leave at 10 p.m., kids are 
crawling up the auger and 
jumping into the corn. 

•Complainant reported 
renter at property was ap-
proached by a man claiming 
to have permission to hunt on 
the property, does not have 

permission. Requesting extra 
patrol early morning of Nov. 4.

Nov. 5
•Complainant reported 

individuals spotlighting ani-
mals for hunt in rural Ells-
worth. Transferred to Nobles 
County. 

•Deputy reported unit 
without a lock, stuff  sitting 
outside. Unable to contact 
anyone on the weekend.

•Complainant reported 
her husband is locked inside 
the carwash. Contact people 
did not answer. Contacted 
employee. 

•Complainant reported 
two guys pulled into Shopko 
with a tan Cadillac, no plates. 
Th ey look like they are tweak-
ing. Deputy attempted to stop 
on I-90, fl ed.

Nov. 6

•Luverne High School 
reported subjects refuse to 
come to school.

•Bicycle found at Teal’s 
Food and Gas.

•Complainant reported 
subject was sent home sick 
from school, but they cannot 
contact her parents. Request 
deputies do welfare check this 
afternoon. 

•Received calls reporting 
power outages around area.

•Complainant on McK-
enzie Street reported subject 
keeps old appliances and 
other garbage at location. 

•Complainant reported 
theft on Main Street.

•Complainant requested 
welfare check on suicidal 
subject.

•Complainant reported 
he is lost at location.

Nov. 7 
•Complainant reported a 

lost wallet, last known to be on 
his person at Casey’s.

•Complainant on W. Barck 
Ave. reported fi nding a red 
toolbox with shooting sup-
plies.

•Complainant called Law 
Enforcement Center and re-
quested to speak with deputy 
regarding property subject 
has at his home. Deputy spoke 
with complainant

•Complainant called Law 
Enforcement Center and re-
quested to speak with deputy 
regarding a possible scam. 

•Complainant called Law 
Enforcement Center and re-
quested to speak with deputy 
regarding child abuse. Deputy 
spoke to complainant. 

•Complainant reported 

receiving manic and aggres-
sive communication with sub-
ject, requesting welfare check.  

Nov. 8
•Complainant reported 

an issue over a cell phone 
and $50. 

•Complainant reported 
her daughter is throwing 
things and has two kids with 
her. She has a mental problem.

•Complainant reported a 
domestic at the bar in Edger-
ton. Subject fl ed scene, pos-
sibly headed to Luverne. 

•Complainant reported a 
scam phone call from a local 
number. 

Nov. 9
•Complainant reported a 

semi vs. bailer wagon. Patrol 
wrote.

•Complainant reported 
the theft of a red mongoose 

bike a couple of weeks ago. 
Size between BMX and moun-
tain bike. 

•Complainant reported 
an assault at Sterling’s. Subject 
fl ed on foot.

•Complainant reported 
subject’s friends will not leave 
Mead Court. 

In addition, offi  cers also 
responded to 2 personal 
property accidents, 3 deer ac-
cidents, 2 transports, 8 escorts, 
18 ambulance runs, 8 animal 
complaints, 4 abandoned 911 
calls, 2 alarms, 1 stalled vehicle, 
7 log sheets, 4 drug court tests, 
2 permit to purchase/carry, 22 
traffi  c stops, 4 narcotics calls , 
3 abandoned vehicles, 4 paper 
services, 1 child maltreatment, 
5 road and drive laws, 1 public 
assist, and 1 fi re call.

By Mavis Fodness
Southwest Health and 

Human Services Director Beth 
Wilms assured Rock County 
commissioners Nov. 7 she 
will work with staff  to rein in 
spending and improve bill 
procedures to off set a project-
ed $2.5 million budget defi cit.

Wilms was hired in July 
to replace Chris Sorensen 
who accepted the director of 
community services in Wash-
ington County.

Since then, Wilms has 
met with each of the six coun-
ties that comprise SWHHS 
and recently informed board 
members the extent of the 
budget shortfall.

She traveled to Luverne 
from her Marshall offi  ce to 
outline potential steps to 
replenish the organization’s 
reserves.

“We hit the pause button … 
on all new hires eff ective three 
weeks ago,” she said.

SWHHS has five open 
positions that won’t be fi lled. 

“It stops the bleeding but we 
have to do more than that,” 
Wilms said.

Projections place SWHHS 
over budget by $750,000 to 
$2.5 million for 2017, with no 
reserves.

“We’re basically living pay-
check to paycheck,” she said.

Melony Caron from the 
state’s auditor’s offi  ce in Mar-

shall later told commissioners 
that SWHHS didn’t meet the 
five-month expenditure re-
serve her offi  ce recommended 
in their audit of SWHHS for 
2016.

Caron said entities like 
SWHHS rely on state and 
federal reimbursements for 
services and have cash fl ows 
that raise and fall as claims 
are approved or denied. Bud-
geting for the fl uctuations is 
a must.

“From our perspective, 
budgeting can be a very use-
ful tool if used correctly and 
looked at more than once a 
year,” she said. “Departments 
need to review how their rev-
enues come in and what their 
sources are.”

Caron expressed concern 
SWHHS overspent their bud-
gets for several years without 
the approval from the execu-
tive board to spend reserves.

SWHHS expanded its staff  
by 40 employees and grew its 
expenses by 25 percent in just 
two years.

A portion of the added 
costs is being passed on to 
local taxpayers.

Rock County preliminar-
ily budgeted $1.23 million to 
SWHHS for welfare services in 
2018. Th e amount represents 
a 4.19-percent or $51,600 in-
crease over last year.

Wilms said she would 

meet with the executive com-
mittee Nov. 8 and has outlined 
76 discussion items to poten-
tially reduce the organization’s 
defi cit.

“We are hoping we’re go-
ing to be closer to the $750,000 
(defi cit) but I can’t guarantee 
that,” she said.

Commissioners Greg 
Burger and Sherri Th ompson 
represent Rock County on 
the SWHHS Executive B oard. 
Former commissioner Ron 
Boyenga is the appointed 
layperson.

 “I think it is important for 
us to remain positive,” Wilms 
said. “I believe by making the 
changes to the work we are do-
ing now it is to ensure the suc-
cess and future of Southwest 
Health and Human Services. 
I believe we will come out 
stronger on the other side by 
making those decisions now.”

About SWHHS
Southwest Health and 

Human Services is a six-coun-
ty agency providing social ser-
vices, child support, fi nancial 
assistance and public health 
within the member counties. 

Th e agency serves Rock, 
Pipestone, Lincoln, Lyon, 
Murray and Redwood coun-
ties.

SWHHS was established 
in 2012. Its 2017 budget is $ 
29.8 million.

Human Services overspends 
budget by possible $2.5 million
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At left: Veterans Virgil Cook (left) and Richard Jonas of the Adrian American Legion 
step out of a stretch Hummer limousine and onto a red carpet as they arrive at Veterans 
Day ceremonies Friday, Nov. 10, at Adrian High School. One veteran noted that the 
ride and notoriety were “unbelievable” compared to the day he stepped off a plane 
from a tour in Vietnam and no one even shook his hand. A day of service and recog-
nition was the goal of the Adrian High School National Honor Society students. “We 
thought this limo ride would be a way to say thanks to the veterans who have put their 
lives on the line for us,” said senior Hannah Bullerman, president of the Adrian NHS. 

Above: Pictured with Stellar Limousine driver Adam Burnison (left) are Adrian Honor 
Society students (front, from left) Rylie Hokeness, Paige Tweet, Hannah Bullerman, 
Brady Henning, Sabdi Bravo, Autumn Grussing, Hannah Kruse, (back) Paige Buller-
man, Lexi Slater, Taylor Loosbrock, Dakota John, Avery Balster, Paige Madison and 
Miah Kunkel. 

The NHS members organized Veterans Day ceremonies and contacted area business 
and individuals to contribute to the cost of hiring the Hummer limo. Major sponsors 
for the event were Adrian State Bank, Hokeness Grain and Livestock, Inc. and Rick 
and Mary Peterson. Other contributors include the Leon and Susan Bullerman fam-
ily, Keith’s Grocery, Kunkel Auto Repair, Loosbrock Digging Service, State Bank of 
Lismore, Son-D-Farms, T3 Fitness of Adrian, Veld Lumber of Lismore and Stellar 
Limousine of Sioux Falls.

 During a special hunt to 
prevent overpopulation of 
deer and protect resources 
on Nov. 17-18, Blue Mounds 
State Park will be closed to 
all visitors.

Hunts also will take place 
at other Minnesota state 
parks and recreation areas 
this fall, and access to the 
parks will vary. Some will 
remain open to all visitors, 
some will have limited pub-
lic access and some will be 
open only to hunters with 
special permits. The dead-
lines have passed for youth 
and adults to apply for the 
permits to participate in the 
hunts, which include regular 
fi rearms, muzzleloader and 
archery options.

“Too many of one animal 
or plant species in an area can 
start to throw off  the balance 
of other species in that area,” 
explained Tavis Westbrook, 
Natural Resource Program 
coordinator for the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
Parks and Trails Division. 

“When there are too many deer 
in a park, they tend to feed too 
much on certain trees and 
native plant communities, so 
occasionally we allow deer 
hunts as a means of protect-
ing natural resources.”

For a list of parks that are 
open, partially open or closed 
during the 2017 hunting 
season, visit www.dnr.state.
mn.us/state_parks/hunting.
html or contact the DNR 
Information Center at info.
dnr@state.mn.us or 888-646-
6367 (8 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Saturday). Details on which 
areas of each park will be 
aff ected by the special deer 
hunts can also be found in the 

“Visitor Alert” boxes on the 
individual park Web pages 
at www.mndnr.gov.

sergeant, fi rst sergeant, tech-
nical sergeant or staff ser-
geant are eligible to apply 
for commissions as second 
lieutenants, providing they 
are able to serve one year in 
grade before reaching their 
31st birthday. All World War 
II veterans will have priority 
for ratings, Capt. Tollefson 
said, as it is the desire of the 
new national guard that high 
ranking non-coms be army 
veterans.  

Complement of the lo-
cal unit will be 67 men and 
nine offi  cers. Th ere are still 
two company offi  cer vacan-
cies: one fi rst lieutenant and 
one second lieutenant. Th e 
company will have one fi rst 
grade non-com, two second 
grade, seven third grade, n ine 

fourth grade and 12 fi fth grade. 
Drills can begin as soon as 

the unit is federally recognized, 
Capt. Tollefson said. Th is will 
be when the percentage en-
listment of 25 per cent of the 
offi  cers and 10 per cent of the 
enlisted personnel has been 
obtained. Th is means, he stated, 
that drills can begin as soon as 
7 men enlist. 

Men who have served 
previous enlistments in World 
War II may enlist for two year 
periods. Others must enlist for 
three years. After men have 
served their fi rst “hitch”, they 
have the option of enlisting for 
either one or three years.

All ex-service men plan-
ning to enlist are asked to bring 
with them their army discharge 
papers, as they are needed to 

obtain serial numbers and 
for other purposes, the com-
manding offi  cer said.

Present plans call for 
the resumption of the an-
nual encampment of Camp 
Ripley, where two weeks of 
special training were held 
annually before the war.

Dr. John S. Burleigh, 
Luverne, has been appoint-
ed contract surgeon of the 
new company. 

Donations to the Rock 
County Historical Society 
can be sent to the Rock 
County Historical Society, 
312 E. Main Street, Luverne, 
MN 56156.

Mann welcomes cor-
respondence sent to man-
nmade@iw.net.

Th e following appeared 
in the Rock County Herald 
on January 30, 1947.

Enlistments In National 
Guard Will Begin Here
Saturday Night

Drills Will Bring $2.50 Per 
Night For Privates, Capt. 
Tollefson States. 

Enlistments will be ac-
cepted Saturday evening 
for the fi rst time in the new 
national guard unit here.

Capt. Lester Tollefson, 
commanding offi  cer of the 
Headquarters Company, 3rd 
Battalion, 135th Infantry, 
announced that he and 1st 
Lt. Martin Kvaas, executive 
and communications offi  cer 

Bits by Betty

By Betty Mann, president
Rock County Historical Society 

of the company, will be at the 
Luverne armory from 7 to 9 
p.m. Saturday to accept enlist-
ments and also on Monday 
night for the same purpose.

Age limit of enlistees is 
from 18 to 35 years, inclusive. 
Th ose who have had previous 
national guard or regular army 
service may be enlisted if they 
have passed the 35 year age 
limit, providing they are able 

to qualify on the basis of their 
previous service.

Th e pay status is the same 
as that of the regular army, 
Capt. Tollefson said. Privates 
will receive $2.50 per drill, 
while those in higher grades 
will be paid at rates corre-
spondingly higher.

All men with previous 
military service, discharged 
with the grades of master 

1947: New National Guard Armory begins taking local enlistments

State park to 
close during 
special hunt 
Nov. 17-18

Joyce McCarthy photos/1116 adrian veterans limo

Red carpet treatment for Adrian veterans

REMEMBER WHEN

Monday, Nov. 20: Creamy vegetable soup, turkey 
sandwich, fruit cup, crackers, cookie.

Tuesday, Nov. 21:  Cubed roast beef, mashed 
potatoes, peas, dinner roll, bread pudding dessert.

Program: Two-buck Tuesday sponsored by 
MainStreet Financial. 

Wednesday, Nov. 22: Chicken hotdish, tropical 
fruit, lettuce with dressing, bread, bar.

Th ursday, Nov. 23: Th anksgiving Holiday — Meal 
site closed.

Friday, Nov. 24: Meatballs in gravy, mashed 
potatoes, country blend vegetables, bread, ice cream.

 
Senior Dining off ers well-balanced and aff ordable 

meals in a community atmosphere.
Gift certifi cates are available at the meal site or 

online at www.lssmn.org/nutrition.
Call Lauree Teunissen at 283-9846 to make dining 

reservations or for home-delivered meals.

MENU

10 years ago (2007)
•Luverne City Council members approved a fi ve-year capital 

improvement plan for the Luverne Municipal Airport totaling more 
than $3 million.

Th e fi ve-year plan is submitted to the state on an annual basis and 
becomes a planning tool for the city, state and federal government.

According to the plan approved by the council Tuesday night, the 
design of the new runway has been approved for 2007 at $150,000.

In 2008 land acquisition has ben approved at $510,000 and in-
cludes legal work, surveying and appraisals. 

25 years ago (1992)
•A Des Moines, Iowa, company selling business membership cards 

in Luverne last week has Luverne Chamber of Commerce Executive 
Secretary Norma DeJongh “royally upset.”

DeJongh said she received calls throughout the week from Luverne 
residents who were concerned about the unsolicited phone calls. ... 

Th e company, Magnum Communications, visited Luverne busi-
nesses about two months ago and off ered them a free promotion, 
DeJongh said. Th e businesses signed up, and each off ered a special. 
Last week, the company began calling residents, off ering them a $40 
card that would entitle them to the specials off ered by the 14 Luverne 
businesses that signed up.

DeJongh said the company isn’t doing anything illegal, but she 
feels it isn’t being truthful. ...

DeJongh said she told a company representative the Luverne 
Chamber wouldn’t endorse or support the sale of the cards. But 
when making the calls, DeJongh said the company told people the 
Chamber was “aware” of the promotion, and that she’s afraid many 
people will think the Chamber is involved. 

50 years ago (1967)
•Th e new Worthington diesel generating unit at the municipal 

power plant is meeting its reliability requirements above and beyond 
its specifi cations according to City Administrative Assistant Richard 
Stevens.

Th e engine, which has been in operation a number of diff erent times, 
was tested all last weekend, after the new switch engine was energized. 
All automatic controls functioned as they were intended to, Stevens said.

Th e output of the equipment was in excess of the name-plate 
capability of 3,500 KW to give the municipal plant a total generating 
capacity of 7,500 KW. 

75 years ago (1942)
•Donald Reeder, 34, Oldham, S.D., serving a life sentence for a bank 

robbery in Hardwick, May  28, 1942, has entered a plea for pardon through 
Richard Torrison, local attorney. Reeder was convicted and committed 
to the state prison Sept. 15, 1941, after one of his two companions turned 
state’s evidence culminating in his arrest at Virginia, Minn.

Reeder and the other two men entered the Hardwick bank shortly 
before noon on the day of the robbery, and while one of them was 
obtaining 25 pennies in exchange for a quarter, the other two men 
entered the bank and staged the holdup. Th ey escaped with $3,100. 
It was later learned that they drove from Hardwick to Superior Wis., 
where they divided the loot. 

 

100 years ago (1917)
•Under a deal consummated last week John C. Mannigel purchased 

the controlling interest in the Coff ey-Miller Grain Co., of this city, which 
was owned by J.P. Coff ey. For the present the company will continue to 
do business under the same name.

Mr. Mannigel has been manager of the company since last July, 
and for fi ve years prior to that had charge of the E.A. Brown elevator 
at Hardwick. ...

In the sale Mr. Coff ey took as part payment Mr. Mannigel’s residence 
property in Hardwick

Community Ed contact info: C.Arends@
isd2184.net or 507-283-4724.

Kids in the Kitchen (grades K-6)   will cook up 
Th anksgiving treats at Pumpkins, Pies, & Smiles Nov. 
20. Fee is $18 or sign up with a friend and pay $28.

Students in grades 3–5 will dive into the interest-
ing world of animal genetics and learn about DNA 
Discovery on Nov. 21.  Fee is $10.

COMMUNITY ED
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FRI., NOV. 24 - 7 P.M.
SAT., NOV. 25 - 7 P.M.
SUN., NOV. 26 - 7 P.M.

SAT., DEC. 30  |  8 P.M.
$30 Tickets - on sale November 20 for 
season members and business under-

writers, Novermber 27 for the public

A Salute to the Music of
presents

PRINCE
Rated   R

MusicMovie

Gary Vaughn Brown, 82, Shakopee, died Sunday, Nov. 12, 
2017, at the Minnesota Veterans Home in Luverne.

A celebration of life will be at 1:30 p.m. May 18, 2018, at the 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, 3675 Arboretum Dr., Chaska, 
MN.

Arrangements are provided by Dingmann Funeral Home  in 
Luverne, dingmannandsons.com.

 (1116 DN)

Gary Brown

DEATH NOTICE

Judith “Judy” Arnell 
He n r i k s e n ,  7 2 ,  
died Tuesday, Nov. 
7, 2017, at Cranber-
ry Court in Tomah, 
Wisconsin.

A celebration 
of Judy’s life was 
Saturday, Nov. 11, 
at the Riversend 
Bar in Ontario. 
Burial will be at 
Maplewood Cem-
etery in Luverne at a later 
date. 

J u d i t h  H e n r i k s e n 
was born Feb. 10, 1945, to 
Howard and Anne Marie 
(Williamson) Henriksen in 
Luverne.

She married David Gra-
phenteen on Oct. 25, 1969. 
They later divorced. Judy 
had two children, Suzann 

“Sue” and Scott. She spent 
her working years cleaning 
houses in the area, Ron and 
Jean Plueger and Riversend 
Bar,  to name a few. 

Judy’s life was her chil-
dren, grandchildren and 
great-granddaughter.

While she was well, Judy 
loved going to AA in Oil 
City.  She was also an avid 

Judith Henriksen
Vikings fan. She was known for 

her infectious laugh 
and sense of humor.

She is survived by 
her children, Suzann 
(Scott) Poff, Ontario, 
Wisconsin, and Scott 
(Julie) Graphenteen, 
Rockland, Wiscon-
sin; her grandchildren, 
Brandon (Kim) Carl-
son, Cashton, Wiscon-
sin, Bridget Carlson, 

Norwalk, Wisconsin, and Tay-
lor Graphenteen, Ontario, Wis-
consin: a great-granddaughter, 
Tenley Carlson; a brother and 
sister-in-law, Gar and Elaine 
Henriksen, Brandon, South 
Dakota; and a former son-in-
law, Mark Carlson. Judy is also 
survived by the Cranberry 
Court staff  who were her fam-
ily during her stay there; and 
nieces, nephews, other rela-
tives and friends.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her brothers, 
Merle and Clair; a sister-in-law, 
Kay, and a niece, Jill Voyles.

Arrangements were with 
Torkelson Funeral Home, 
Tomah, Wisconsin, torkelson-
funeralhome.com

(1116 F)

Eleanor Carolyn Ling-
beck, 94, formerly 
of Ellsworth, died 
Wednesday, Nov. 8, 
2017, at the Sanford 
Luverne Hospice 
Cottage in Luverne.

A funeral ser-
vice was Monday, 
Nov. 13, at Hartquist 
Funeral Home in 
Luverne. Burial fol-
lowed at Memo-
ry Gardens Cemetery near 
Luverne.

Eleanor Baerenwald was 
born on June 6, 1923, to John 
and Anna (Enninga) Baeren-
wald in Adrian. She received 
her education and graduated 
from Adrian High School in 
1942.

On April 25, 1944, Eleanor 
married Sylvester “Sy” Ling-
beck at her parents’ home in 
Adrian. While Sy served in the 
U.S. Army during World War 
II, Eleanor moved in with his 
parents. Sy returned home 
from his service in July of 1946. 
Th rough the years, the couple 
raised hogs and dairy cattle on 
farms near Adrian, Hardwick 
and Ellsworth, while raising 
their two daughters. In 1990 
the couple retired from farm-
ing and moved into Ellsworth. 
Sy died on Feb. 28, 2008. In 
November 2012, Eleanor 
moved to the Sunrise Village 
in Jasper and enjoyed her time 
there putting together puzzles 
and reading books.

Eleanor was a member 
of Peace Lutheran 
Church in Rock Rap-
ids, Iowa. She enjoyed 
watching women’s 
basketball, dancing 
the polka with Sy, and 
traveling to Branson, 
Missouri. She espe-
cially enjoyed spend-
ing time with her 
grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Eleanor is survived by 
her daughter, Cheryl (Steve) 
Bryant, Nashville, Tennessee; 
six grandchildren, Deborah 
(Fred) Fodness, Chris Gieseke, 
Kim (Augustine) Martines, 
Amy Bryant (Mark Biese), Tom 
Bryant (Lisa Tucci), Lacey 
(Nick) Wilson; eight great-
grandchildren, Dean Fod-
ness, Derek Fodness, Kolton 
Gieseke, Rison Curtis, Briana 
Gieseke, Gavin Wilson, and 
Anna and William Bryant; two 
great-great-grandchildren, 
Aydin Fodness and Madison 
Fodness; a sister, Margaret 
Kienast, Luverne; and other 
relatives and friends.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; her 
husband, Sylvester; a daugh-
ter, JoAnn Gieseke; and  her 
siblings John, Frank and Elli 
Baerenwald.

Arrangements were by 
Hartquist Funeral Home of 
Luverne, www.hartquistfu-
neral.com.

(1116 F)

Eleanor Lingbeck
Erling Alvin Tofteland, 94, 

Luverne, died Tues-
day, Nov. 7, 2017, at 
the Sanford Luverne 
Hospital.

A funeral service 
was Saturday, Nov. 11, 
at Grace Lutheran 
Church in Luverne. 
Burial followed at 
Maplewood Cem-
etery in Luverne.

Erling Tofteland 
was born on Nov. 28, 1922, to 
Andrew and Katrine (Barstad) 
Tofteland in a farmhouse 
south of Luverne.

A short time later the fam-
ily moved to a farm southwest 
of Luverne. Erling attended 
Pleasant View country school 
through the eighth grade. He 
attended Luverne High School 
and graduated in 1941. He 
then continued working the 
land and raising livestock 
with his father and his brother 
Conrad.

On Dec. 18, 1947, Erling 
married Ann Johnson at the 
parsonage of Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church in Luverne. 
Th e couple made their home 
on a farm southeast of Luverne. 
In 1956 the family moved to 
Erling’s parents’ farm. Th ey 
continued the farming op-
eration until 1989, when they 
moved into town.

Erling was very proud of 
his Norwegian heritage. He 
kept in touch with many rela-
tives and friends in Norway 
and was able to communicate 
in Norwegian. He enjoyed 
many trips to Norway during 
his lifetime. His wife, Ann, 
died on Nov. 30, 2001. Erling 
continued to reside in their 
home. On June 1, 2005, Erling 
married Doris (Regg) Ander-
son at Grace Lutheran Church 
in Luverne.

Erling was baptized and 
read his faith at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church in Luverne. 
He was a member of Grace 
Lutheran Church in Luverne 
and served in many capacities. 
Erling also served on many 
boards including Pleasant 

Erling Tofteland
View School Board, Luverne 

School Board, Rural 
Electric Board and 
Norwest Bank Board. 
He was a member of 
the Sons of Norway, 
Luverne Rotary Club, 
Luverne Lions Club 
and was a supporter 
of Augustana Col-
lege in Sioux Falls 
and Concordia Col-
lege in Moorhead. 

He enjoyed playing bridge, 
pinochle and golf.

Erling is survived by his 
wife, Doris; four children, Ste-
ven (Julie) Tofteland, Luverne, 
Stanley Tofteland, West Des 
Moines, Iowa, Debra (Kevin 
Corey) , Andover, and Andrew 
(Sally) Tofteland, Ramsey; 
eleven grandchildren, Ryan 
(Martha), Jason (Kate), Ra-
chel (Brandon Trampe), John, 
Barry (Laura), Emily (Billy 
Donovan), Sandra (Sage Jes-
see), Gretchen (Shawn Irvin), 
Benjamin Corey, Chad and 
Matthew; 10 great-grand-
children; two step-children, 
Michael (Kimberly) and Sheri 
(Mark Lumley); four step-
grandchildren, Erica, Kelton, 
Sarah and Synnove; three 
siblings, Mabel Overgaard 
and Naomi Wilson of Luverne, 
and Walter (Ardith) Tofteland 
of Naples, Florida; a brother-
in-law, Lloyd Johnson of 
Albert Lea; many nieces and 
nephews; and other relatives 
and friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his fi rst wife, Ann; two 
grandchildren, Brian and 
Bradley Tofteland; his par-
ents; a brother, Conrad; and 
two brothers-in-law, Gor-
don Overgaard and Charles 
Wilson.

Memorials may be di-
rected to the Luverne Dollars 
for Scholars Program, Grace 
Lutheran Church in Luverne, 
or Sanford Luverne Hospice.

Arrangements were by 
Hartquist Funeral Home of 
Luverne, www.hartquistfu-
neral.com.

(1116 F)

Gertrude Aning, 94, 
L u v e r n e ,  d i e d 
Sunday, Nov. 12, 
2017, at the Sanford 
Luverne Hospice 
Cottage.

A funeral ser-
vice will be at 11 
a.m. Th ursday, Nov. 
16, at the First Pres-
byterian Church in 
Luverne. Burial will 
be in the Memory 
Gardens Cemetery near 
Luverne. Visitation will be 
from 5-8 p.m. Wednesday, 
Nov. 15, at the Dingmann 
Funeral Home in Luverne 
and also one hour prior to 
the service at the church on 
Th ursday.

Gertrude Vogt was born 
Dec. 30, 1922, to Henry and 
Anna (Dunker) Vogt in Sibley, 
Iowa. She attended country 
school near Sibley.

Gert married Sievert 
Aning Sr. on Feb. 23, 1949, in 
Holland. Th e couple farmed 
south of Luverne until 1951, 
when they moved to Luverne. 
Gert worked at Worthmore, 
the Cardinal Drive-In, Nel-
son’s Department Store and 
Carl’s Grocery, all in Luverne. 
While in her 80s Gert worked 
in the offi  ce and was in charge 
of handling coupons when 
she worked at Glen’s Grocery. 
She retired in her late 80s.

She was an active mem-
ber of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Luverne, where 

Gertrude Aning
she had served as deacon, was 

a member of the Pres-
byterian Women, and 
taught Sunday School. 
She enjoyed gardening, 
sewing, playing cards, 
baking cookies, having 
tea with friends and 
family and spending 
time with her grand-
children.

Gert is survived 
by fi ve children, Jake 

(Marilyn) Aning, Luverne, Anna 
(Walter) Ahrendt, Luverne, 
Sievert Jr. (Audrey) Aning, 
Luverne, Patty Aning, Detroit 
Lakes, and Kathy Aning, Sioux 
Falls, SD; 11 grandchildren, 
Mike Aning, Melissa (Cory) 
Rutten, Sarah (Jason) DeBeer, 
Krista Ahrendt, Emily (Roland) 
Schock, Dustin Aning, Amanda 
Aning, Cassy (Adam) Bailey, 
Callie Aning, Brad Taylor and 
Samantha Taylor; 14 great-
grandchildren; a brother, Har-
old (LaVonne) Vogt, Luverne; 
and a sister-in-law, Jeanette 
Vogt, Pipestone.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her husband, 
Sievert Sr. on May 6, 1992; six 
brothers, George, John, Henry, 
Edward, Tom and Paul Vogt; 
three sisters, Lena Groote, Tena 
Altman, and Annie Timmer-
man; and an infant sister, Lena.

Arrangements are pro-
vided by Dingmann Funeral 
Home of Luverne, www.ding-
mannandsons.com.
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OBITUARIES

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

 Sidney Berghorst
 Sidney James Berghorst, 

85, Hills, died Sun-
day, Nov. 5, 2017, at 
the Sanford Hospice 
Cottage in Luverne.

A funeral ser-
vice was Saturday, 
Nov. 11, at Steen 
Reformed Church 
in Steen. Burial fol-
lowed at Eastside 
Cemetery at Steen.

Si d n e y  B e r g -
horst was born July 7, 1932, 
to Joseph and Minnie (Kroon) 
Berghorst at Valley Springs, 
South Dakota. He was raised 
near Steen and attended 
school through eighth grade. 
He entered the U.S. Army on 
Nov. 19, 1952,  and served his 
country honorably in the Ko-
rean War. He was discharged 
on Nov. 4, 1954, and returned 
home.

He married Anna Mae 
Tinklenberg on Feb. 25, 1955, 
at Edgerton. They lived on 
the family farm near Steen 
for a year before moving to 
Bellflower, California. Sid 
worked at a Battery Plant, U.S. 
Post Offi  ce and Kool Metal 
Awning Company while liv-
ing in California. Th e couple 
returned to the Steen area and 
Sid began working as a bulk 
milk truck driver for Brower 
Milk Hauling in Leota. Later he 
worked at Steen Farm Supply 

and Hills Co-op Farm Service 
until his retirement. 
After retirement he 
worked part time as 
a seasonal driver for 
Farmers Elevator Co-
op in Lester and Rock 
Rapids, Iowa.

In July of 2016 
Sid and Anna Mae 
moved to the Tuff 
Memorial Assisted 
Living Village. 

Sid was a member of 
the Steen Reformed Church. 
He enjoyed gardening, can-
ning tomatoes, woodworking, 
mowing lawn, going for rides 
in the countryside, camping 
with family, and loved to play 
Canasta.

He is survived by his 
wife, Anna Mae Berghorst, 
Hills; fi ve children, Minnie 
(Melvin) Van Batavia, Steen, 
Susan (Allen) Nuffer, Hills, 
David Berghorst, Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, Betty (Calvin) 
Saarloos, Luverne, and Anita 
(Dirk) Burgdorf, Germantown, 
Maryland; 16 grandchildren; 
and 20 great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; a brother, 
Henry Berghorst; and a sister, 
Alberta Fikse.

Arrangements were with 
Jurrens Funeral Home of Hills, 
jurrensfuneralhome.com

(1116 F)

Vander Steen, Kramer graduate from BMT
Two area women re-

cently graduated from basic 
military training at Joint Base 
San Antonio-Lackland in San 
Antonio, Texas.

Jillian Vander Steen and 
Hannah Kramer completed 
the intensive eight-week pro-
gram that included training 
in military discipline, studies, 
Air Force core values, physi-
cal fi tness and basic warfare 
principles and skills.

Vander Steen is the 
daughter of Tara and Daniel 
Vander Steen, Luverne. She 
is a 2017 Edgerton Public  
School graduate.

Kramer is the daughter 
of Julie and Darren Kramer, 
Adrian. She is a 2017 graduate 
of Ellsworth High School.

She also earned the BMT 
honor graduate distinction.

Vander Steen Kramer

Minnesota Community Educa-
tion Association members recently 
recognized Karen Willers of Beaver 
Creek as the 2017 Region 2 Educator 
of Excellence during the National 
Community Education Conference 
in Brooklyn Park.

Willers serves as director of 
Luverne Community Education, a 
position she has fi lled since 1999.

Since 1980 she’s also served as 
the district’s Early Childhood Family 
Education director, and in 1992 she 
took on duties of the school readi-
ness director.

According to the MCEA quali-
fications, Willers demonstrates  
professional and organizational 

Willers selected as Community Educator of Excellence
leadership, was active in the state 
MCEA organization and is regarded 
as a role model by colleagues.

Region 2 consists of 74 school 
districts in southwest and south 
central Minnesota.

“I feel very honored to receive this 
award — especially for a career that 
I enjoy so very much,” Willers said.

Submitted photo
Karen Willers (left) was selected as 
a Regional Community Educator 
of Excellence recently through the 
Minnesota Community Education 
Association. She is pictured with 
her husband,  Mark.
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Marilyn Bloemendaal, CPCU

Steve Smedsrud, CIC

Cory Bloemendaal, CIC

24/7 . . . Rain or Shine . . .
Your local, independent 

agent will be there.   

EARLY DEADLINES

The Star Herald office will be closed
Thursday, Nov. 23 & Friday, Nov. 24

Deadline for the Thanksgiving 
(Nov. 23) issue of the Star Herald 
for advertising, legals, classifi eds or 
letters to the editor will be 
Friday, Nov. 17 by noon.

Deadline for the November 26 issue 
of the Luverne Announcer for 
advertising will be
Wed., Nov. 22 by 10 a.m.

Questions? Call 283-2333

‘Go West!’
Luverne Elementary School second- and fourth-graders perform musical

Mavis Fodness photos/1116 Go West

Fourth-grader Dawson Holtz speaks as “The 
Mayor” while classmate Zeke Frahm looks on.

At left, Oliver Mead (left) and Colberg Cunning-
ham encourage members going west to keep 
going; they will soon be at their new homes.

From left are Rayden Johnson, Sidney Hernandez, Anna Austin, 
Hannah Woodley as the wagon master, and Elijah Henrichs.

More than 180 elementary students presented the John Ja-
cobson and Roger Emerson production of “Go West!” Thursday, 
Nov. 9, in the elementary gymnasium. Music teachers Shirlee 
Gilmore and Beth Capistran (pictured at right) directed the 
performance that featured the various forms of transportation 
people could take to travel west in search of gold.

Pictured below, wagons may be the best form of travel as 
discussed by second-graders (from far left) Emma Abrahamson, 
Jonathan LeBaron, Logan Wrigg and Kale Ver Steeg.
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Lori Sorenson photo/1116 vets day prager
Syndicated radio talk show host Dennis Prager addresses audience members at Saturday night’s 
Veterans Day program at Grand Prairie Events, Luverne. He spoke about the decline of Judeo 
Christian American values, especially in public colleges and universities, and he said Americans 

— the most generous in the world — are ironically the most hated in the world. He said veter-
ans should be Nobel Prize winners because of their selfl ess sacrifi ces for American freedoms. 
Prager’s appearance and Richard Middleton’s history of the American fl ag were sponsored by 
Warren Herreid II and Jeannine Rivet, who also paid for the Veterans Day meal for local veterans 
(a tradition they have honored for many years). 

Lori Sorenson photo/1116 vets day fl ag
Richard Middleton, Eden Prairie, presents a history of the American fl ag at Saturday night’s 
Veterans Day Program in Grand Prairie Events, Luverne. In this photo, he points out the 
Betsy Ross fl ag, which was our nation’s fi rst American fl ag, recognized as such by the 
Second Continental Congress in 1777. Our current fl ag, by the way, has been recognized 
as such for 58 years. “This is not a government fl ag,” Middleton said. “It’s our fl ag. It’s my 
fl ag.” He pointed out that it’s fl own not only at government institutions, but also at homes, 
businesses , the North Pole, Mount Everest, the moon and on Mars. “And,” he said, “it’s 
draped on the coffi ns of veterans.”

Story and photos
by Lori Sorenson

Th e Last Man Club held the 
spotlight at Saturday night’s Vet-
erans Day event in Luverne when 
the last two remaining members 
shared a toast with Mary Pawlenty.

She joined Helmer Haakenson 
and LeRoy Luitjens as they toasted 
each other and 22 of their Last Man 
Club comrades who have passed 
away.

She stopped short of calling 
the moment sacred, but she said 
she was blessed to have known 
the World War II veterans from 
Luverne who drank coff ee together 
in Glen’s Deli.

“I can’t describe how honored 
I am to be here tonight,” she said 
from the stage where Haakenson 
and Luitjens were seated at a table 
with their empty glasses.

Pawlenty reminded the audi-
ence of the club’s history — that 
it started shortly after the group 
accepted her invitation to coff ee at 
the Governor’s Mansion in 2005.

“It was really a beautiful day, as 
were the friendships we formed,” 
Pawlenty said. “If there’s a lesson 
in this, invite someone to coff ee — 
you never know what will happen.”

Before Saturday night’s toast, 
she read a few of the Last Man Club 
bylaws. 

“Th e offi  cial bottle will be cho-
sen by the membership and will be 
of a top brand of American made 
and bottled liquor,” she read from 
Article Four.

Former Minnesota First Lady Mary Pawlenty helps Helmer Haakenson (left) and LeRoy Luitjens 
open the offi cial bottle of bourbon to carry out the fi nal toast of the Last Man Club Saturday night 
during the Veterans Day program at Grand Prairie Events in Luverne. Last Man Club founder 
Warren Herreid spoke this spring about inviting Mrs. Pawlenty to join them in the honors. He died 
Oct. 26, just over two weeks before Veterans Day. Pawlenty, an honorary Last Man Club member, 
attended Herreid’s funeral with Haakenson and Luitjens who voted at that time to amend the club 
bylaws to include the last two members, rather than the last man, for the fi nal toast.

Former First Lady opens bourbon with  Haakenson, Luitjens on Veterans Day
“Th e offi  cial bottle shall 

remain sealed and unopened 
until the Last Man opens it for 
the last toast to all his comrades 
who have gone before him.”

Pawlenty shared a few 
other details from the Last Man 
Club bylaws, which were orga-
nized by Warren Herreid, who 
died Oct. 26 — just over two 
weeks before Veterans Day.

Pawlenty attended Her-
reid’s funeral Nov. 2 with 
Haakenson and Luitjens, and 
at Saturday’s event she made 
special mention of Article 11, 
which states, “Th ese by-laws 
may be amended at the annual 
meeting by a three-fourths vote 
of the members present.” 

Pawlenty raised an eyebrow 
and smiled knowingly at the 
audience.

“On the day of Warren’s fu-
neral, LeRoy and Helmer voted 
unanimously that the bottle be 
opened by the last men stand-
ing,” she said before helping 
them open the bottle and pour-
ing bourbon in their glasses.

Th ey fi rst toasted the Last 
Man Club members who pre-
ceded them in death. 

“We will never forget the 
hours spent together at our 
Glen’s Coff ee Clique — cherish-
ing the stories, knowledge and 
wisdom they shared with us 
over the years,” Luitjens said, 
reciting the words that Herreid 
had traditionally read. “We 

salute you comrades.”
Th e names of the 22 deceased 

members were read aloud, with the 
ringing of a bell after each name 
was read.

Th ose names included Ted 
Anderson, Lawrence Akkerman, 
Floyd Goembel, George Gabri-
elson, Harvey Ball, Darwin Rog-
ness, Charles Mann, Lawrence 
Overgaard, Bill Veenhof, Ray Slieter, 

Former Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty (left), Warren Herreid II and Mary 
Pawlenty join the group in toasting the last men, Helmer Haakenson and 
LeRoy Luitjens, of the Last Man Club. The club began in 2005 with 24 
World War II veterans who drank coffee together at Glen’s Deli. For each 
Veterans Day since then, the members — whose  numbers have dwindled 
each year — have gathered to toast each other and their late comrades.

Johnny Johnson, Big Carrigan, 
Bob Juhl, Conrad Tofteland, 
Tim Tangeman, Ray Anderson, 
Jake Boomgaarden, Earl Glaser, 
Casey Van Engelenhoven, Russ 
Swenson, Bob Anderson and 
Warren Herreid.

And then, raising their 
glasses high in the air, the Last 
Men Standing toasted each 
other and quietly left the stage.

Ken Burns sends regards
Another highlight of Sat-

urday night’s Last Man Club 
banquet was a personal greet-
ing from fi lm maker Ken Burns, 
who featured Luverne as one of 
four communities in his 2007 
documentary series, “THE WAR.”

In a letter to Haakenson 
and Luitjens he applauded their 
service and their civic contri-
butions. Pawlenty’s husband, 
former governor Tim Pawlenty, 
read excerpts at the banquet. 

It’s printed in its entirety on 
page 4.

Last men share last toast

“We will never forget the hours spent together at our Glen’s Coff ee Clique ..." — Last Man Club member LeRoy Luitjens 

“If there’s a lesson
in this, 

invite someone
to coff ee — you never

know what will
happen."

— Mary Pawlenty,
former Minnesota

First Lady and 
honorary

Last Man Club
member



Page 2B  November 16, 2017  Rock County Star Herald

Page 2B November 16, 2017  SPORTS

Kopp Peters Hermeling

Luverne, Adrian high schools welcome new winter sports coaches 

Gehrke Dreesen

By John Rittenhouse
Nine athletes from the Star 

Herald coverage area received 
postseason honors from Red 
Rock offi  cials last week.

Four Hills-Beaver Creek Pa-
triots and two Adrian Dragons 
grace the 22-player roster of 
the 2017 All-RRC Volleyball 
Team.

One player each from H-BC, 
Adrian and Ellsworth  locked 
up three of the 14 honorable 
mention awards doled out by 
the league’s coaches.

H-BC seniors Olivia Rich-
ards, Avery Wysong and 
Meghan Gehrke and junior 
Sidney Fick made the All-RRC 
squad, as did AHS junior Miah 
Kunkel and sophomore Kasie 
Tweet.

H-BC senior Paige Tilstra, 
AHS senior Lexi Slater and Ells-
worth senior Devin Dreesen 

received honorable mention.
Murray County Central, 

which shared the RRC title 
with H-BC, landed four all-
league selections.

Seniors Riley Schmitz and 
Vittoria Mazzoni, junior Mon-
tana Beckmann and sopho-
more Alyssa Graves are the 
Rebels on the roster.

SWC seniors Olivia Veld-
kamp and Sydney Van Hulzen 
and sophomore Jazlynn Prins 
made the team as well.

Red Rock Central, Heron 
Lake-Okabena and Edgerton 
secured two all-league selec-
tions each.

RRC senior Hannah DeCock 
and junior Haley Simonson, 

HL-O seniors Tessla Crowell 
and Kiana Leighty and Edg-
erton senior Chynna Bern-
ing and junior Courtney Fey 
cracked the list.

Westbrook-Walnut Grove 
junior Brittney Erickson, Fulda 
senior Camryn Baumhoefner 
and Mountain Lake Area se-
nior Marta Stoesz round out 
the all-league squad.

Others drawing honor-
able mention include SWC 
senior Brooklyn De Kam and 
sophomore Bella Neimeyer, 
RRC junior Kennedi Janssen 
and freshman Nicole Schro-
epfer, HL-O junior Samantha 
Freking and freshman Hailey 
Liepold, MCC senior Tori 
Wieneke, Edgerton senior 
Lauren Sankey, W-WG fresh-
man Emma Wahl, Fulda se-
nior Emily Schroer and MLA 
sophomore Margo Stoesz.

Nine area spikers grace list of
All-Red Rock Conference Volleyball Team

John Rittenhouse photo/1116 hbc vb

H-BC’s Avery Wysong (second, left), Sidney Fick (second, 
right), Olivia Richards (right) and Megan Gehrke (below) are 
members of the 2017 All-Red Rock Conference Volleyball 
Team. Paige Tilstra (left) received honorable mention.

John Rittenhouse photo/1116 ahs vb

Adrian’s Kasie Tweet (middle) and Miah Kunkel (right) are 
members of the 2017 All-Red Rock Conference Volleyball 
Team. Lexi Slater (left) received honorable mention.

By John Rittenhouse
Th e 2017-18 winter sports 

season includes two coaching 
changes involving teams from 
the Star Herald coverage area.

Th e Luverne High School 
wrestling program is led by a 
fi rst-year head coach, while 
the Adrian girls’ basketball 
program opens the season 
with co-coaches.

Longtime assistant Jordan 
Kopp is Luverne’s head wres-
tling coach.

Kopp replaces Tony John-
son, who guided LHS to a 23-
36 record over the last three 
seasons.

Patrice Peters and Jes Her-
meling are sharing the head 
girls’ basketball coaching 
position at AHS.

Peters and Hermeling re-
place Randy Strand, who 
compiled a 479-279 record 
after leading the AHS program 
for the last 31 years.

Kopp has never been a head 

coach, but he has been closely 
associated with the LHS wres-
tling program the last six years.

He served as a varsity assis-
tant for three seasons each for 
Craig Schneider and Johnson.

Kopp also was a member 
of the LHS program prior to 
graduating in 2004.

Appendix surgery and a 
shoulder injury kept him off  
the mat during his junior and 
senior seasons.

After graduating from LHS, 
Kopp pursued an associate 
degree in agricultural produc-
tion at Ridgewater College in 
Willmar and Minnesota West 
Community and Technical 
College in Worthington.

He has been employed at 
Express Ag as a salesman for 
the past three years.

“I’m looking forward to this,” 
Kopp said, when asked about 
becoming the LHS head coach.

“It will be pretty exciting. Our 
numbers will be down after 
graduating fi ve seniors from 
last year’s team, but it should 
be fun.”

Peters brings some knowl-
edge of the Adrian girls’ bas-
ketball program to the table as 
she served as Strand’s assistant 
coach last winter.

Peters is a 2009 graduate 
of George-Little Rock (Iowa) 
High School, where she was a 
four-year starter as a basket-

ball player.
After graduating from G-LR, 

Peters went to Northwestern 
College at Orange City, Iowa, 
on a scholarship to play bas-
ketball and softball.

A knee injury cut her college 
basketball career short, but 
she continued to play softball 
during her college years.

Peters graduated from 
Northwestern in 2013 and 
remained in Orange City as a 

special education instructor 
for two years.

She also served as a special 
education instructor at Cen-
tral Lyon High School at Rock 
Rapids, Iowa, for one year 
before serving in the same 
capacity at AHS starting at 
the beginning of the 2016-17 
school year.

Prior to serving as Strand’s 
assistant coach last year, Pe-
ters said she was a volunteer 
coach at diff erent levels every 
year since graduating from 
G-RL in 2009.

Hermeling has a storied 
basketball past as well.

A 2011 graduate of Fulda 
High School, Hermeling was 
a member of the varsity squad 
for three seasons.

She went on to play three 
years of basketball, volleyball 
and softball at Minnesota West.

She currently is seeking a 
degree in special education 
by taking online classes from 

Southwest Minnesota State 
University in Marshall.

Hermeling is currently in 
her third year as a paraprofes-
sional at AHS.

She has coaching experi-
ence in her past as Hermel-
ing served as an assistant 
women’s basketball coach for 
two years.

She also h as served as an as-
sistant volleyball and softball 
coach at AHS.

By John Rittenhouse
Five members of the 

Luverne Tae Kwon Do Club 
found success at the 36th 
version of the Midwest Tae 
Kwon Do Championships 
Nov. 4 in Tea, South Dakota.

Luverne’s entries placed 
in 10 events.

Perceyis Trierweiler had 
a big day in the Junior Divi-
sion (ages 12-13), where 
she took top honors in 
the sparring and forms 
competitions.

Reagan Gangestad, a 
member of the Junior Divi-
sion (ages 8-9),  placed sec-
ond in forms and sparring.

Tryg Tollefson, another 
member of the Junior Divi-
sion (8-9), fi nished third in 
sparring and fi fth in forms.

Competing in the Ju-
nior Division (ages 16-17), 
Haylee Overvaag placed 
second in forms and third 
in sparring.

Tyler Johnson, a mem-
ber of the Senior Division 
(36 and older) turned in 
second-place efforts in 
the forms and sparring 
competitions.

TKD club members compete in Tea 

Thursday Bowling National League
Nov. 9

Games won: Those Gir ls 4; 
Those Guys 4; The Real Guys 3; The 
Troublemakers 1; Rock Stars 0; The 
Stooges 0.

High Scratch Game Men: Dave 
Nelson 235; Jeremy Gehm 206.

High Scratch Game Women: Kathy 
Matson 147; Marie Opheim 144.

High Scratch Series Men: Jeremy 

Gehm 567; Mike Hoover 563.
High Scratch Series Women: Kathy 

Matson 426; Marie Opheim 403.
Team High Scratch Game: The Real 

Guys 524; Those Guys 483.
Team High Scratch Series: The 

Real Guys 1455; Those Guys 1350.
Team High Handicap Game: Those 

Guys 633; The Real Guys 623.
Team High Handicap Series: Those 

Guys 1800; The Real Guys 1752.

5K run
Registration is now open for 

the 15th Annual De-Light-Ful 
Run set for Saturday, Nov. 25, 
at 6 p.m.

Th e race will start and end at 
the Luverne Armory this year, 
which will also be the site of 
a free post-race dance with 

the Casey Muessingman Band 
providing the entertainment.

Online registration at www.
allsportscentral.com is avail-
able. Race day registration 
begins at the Armory at 5 p.m.

Contact Dave Duff y  at 507-
920-3345  for more information.

SPORTS BRIEF

BOWLING NEWS

FROM THE

SIDELINES

By John Rittenhouse,
sports editor

Luverne's Bork, Ferrell
draw postseason awards

Two 
individuals 
who played 
key roles in 
Luverne’s 
volleyball 
resurgence 
this fall reaped 
the benefi ts of their eff orts 
last week.

Both fi rst-year head 
coach Susan Bork and 
standout senior Alexis 
Ferrell received some 
prestigious awards for their 
contributions to Luverne’s 
20-win season.

It was a big week for Fer-
rell, who was on the receiv-
ing end of two note-worthy 
accomplishments.

Not only did she sign a 
Letter of Intent to con-
tinue her playing career 
at Southwest Minnesota 
State University in Marshall, 
Ferrell also made Minne-
sota High School Volleyball 
Coaches Association Class 
AA All-State Volleyball First 
Team.

“Lexi is an all-around 
great kid and is very well 
deserving of this award,” 
Bork said.

“Th e award is largely 
based on state creden-
tials and the thoughts of 
the coaches who saw her 
play, and I think it’s a great 
honor to have a player from 
Luverne on the all-state 
team.”

Bork had a rare oppor-
tunity to watch Ferrell play 
volleyball from two diff er-
ent perspectives.

She coached against 
Ferrell when she was the 
mentor of the Hills-Beaver 
Creek program from 
2014-16, and received the 
pleasure to coach Ferrell 
when she took over the 
LHS program this year.

“I knew Lexi was the type 
of athlete who could play 
college volleyball when I 
took the job in Luverne,” 
Bork said.

“She played mostly on the 
outside when I was coach-

ing in Hills, but I knew she 
was one of Luverne’s big 
guns and we had to key on 
her defensively.”

Although Ferrell found 
success as an outside hit-
ter, Bork had other plans 
for her entering the 2017 
campaign.

Th e Cardinal coach 
wanted Ferrell to be the 
middle hitter on her LHS 
team, and she proved to be 
a successful one once she 
accepted her new role.

“I remember her telling 
me in practice that she 
wasn’t a middle hitter, but 
I told her she was one on 
this team,” Bork recalled.

“She was a little reluctant 
to be a middle at fi rst, but 
she grew into the posi-
tion well and it was fun to 
witness it. What surprised 
me about Lexi was her 
on-court sense of the game. 
She had never played in 
the back row before, but 
she could really read the 
ball well and where it was 
going.”

Th e fi rst-year LHS coach 
found herself on the re-
ceiving end of a postseason 
award.

One year after being 
named the Section 3A 
Coach of the Year at H-BC, 
Bork was named the Sec-
tion 3AA Coach of the Year 
at LHS.

“It’s a pretty humbling 
thing,” Bork admitted.

“I just love doing my job, 
so I don’t expect things like 
this to happen. I just take 
things day by day. I don’t 
coach for awards like this. 
I do it because I love the 
game. I just want the kids 
to have fun and a  good ex-
perience playing volleyball.”

John Rittenhouse photo/116 tkd

Five members of the Luverne Tae Kwon Do Club turned in strong showings at the Midwest Tae 
Kwon Do Championships Nov. 4 in Tea, South Dakota. They are (from left) Perceyis Trierweiler, 
Reagan Gangestad, Tyler Johnson, Tryg Tollefson and Haylee Overvaag.
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McClure Electric
Alan M. Aanenson, owner

Farm, Home & Commercial Wiring

Luverne, MN    Phone 507-283-4716

303 E. Main, Luverne, MN
507-283-4463
www.ffmbank.com

110 E. Main,
Luverne, MN
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SWMN FARMERS COOP
Luverne
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Kanaranzi
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Bruce’s Electric
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Bruce Umbreit
Electrical Contractor

1200 Linden, Luverne, MN 56156
Phone 507-283-4917

Manley Tire & Oil
SALES & SERVICE

Valley Springs, South Dakota
Phone 507-755-6615

Open 6 days a week - Closed on Sunday

I-90 in Luverne, MN
507-283-9171 • 1-800-634-7701

HILLS STAINLESS STEEL
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Tuff Memorial Home,
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Shared stories
Family gatherings can 

be interesting. As we near 
Th anksgiving, comedians 
make jokes about sur-
viving the holiday and 
off er tips on how to avoid 
politics or other topics that 
cause disagreement.

I may be lucky, but the 
members of my extended 
family all get along, and 
for the most part our 
conversations around the 
Th anksgiving table are 
pleasant.

But regardless, when 
families gather together 
for Th anksgiving, more 
than likely at some point 
they begin to recall stories 
together. Because even 
as the years go by and 
people’s lives and experi-
ences carry them far from 
one another, physical and/
or ideologically, one thing 
that families always have 
in common are stories.

Like the story about 
the time we went fi shing, 
and I accidently threw 
my pole into the lake 
because I was afraid of a 
dragonfl y (I was young). 
Or the time we played that 
joke on Grandpa where 
we wrapped up his own 
fl annel shirts as Christmas 
gifts to him, and he didn’t 
even notice.

Shared stories are 
what tie families together, 
and each holiday contains 
the potential to add to 
the tapestry of stories that 
keep us connected.

Just as our families 
hold a treasure trove of 
stories, some that make 
us laugh, others that make 
us cry, some that con-
found us (what were we 
thinking!), Holy Scripture 
contains many diff erent 
stories of God’s people 
throughout many centu-
ries.

Th e stories of Scrip-
ture can also make us 
laugh, cry or confound 
us, because they are many 
and varied in style and 
meaning. Th ey tell of peo-
ple trying to make sense of 

who God is and how God 
works in the world.

But most importantly, 
the stories of Scripture tell 
of a God who is faithful no 
matter what mistakes the 
people make. Th ey tell of 
a God who time and again 
comes to the aid of God’s 
people when they cry out 
for help after the people 
have turned away from 
God.

Th e stories tell of a 
God who looks out for 
the poor, the widow, the 
foreigner, and the outcast 
and who holds the people 
in power accountable to 
acting justly on their be-
half. Th ey tell of God who 
loves humanity so much, 
that God came and lived 
among us in the fl esh and 
blood of Jesus Christ, who 
changed the world entirely 
so that there is nowhere 
you can go where it has 
not already been fi lled 
with God’s presence. 

You are part of God’s 
story. Th e story of hope in 
the midst of hopelessness, 
joy in the midst of sorrow, 
and life in the midst of 
death. God’s story is the 
story that connects us all 
into one family, loved by 
God no matter what bick-
ering and drama we create 
around our dinner tables. 
And God’s story lives on in 
the ways we love one an-
other and continue to look 
out for the least of these.

May your Th anksgiv-
ing table be surrounded by 
shared stories that remind 
you that  you belong.

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne

St. Catherine Ph.: 283-8502; email: stcatherine@iw.net
St. Mary Catholic Church, Ellsworth

Thursday, Nov. 16: 9 a.m. Head Start. 4 p.m. Veterans Home Mass. 7 p.m. 
St. Catherine PC. Friday, Nov. 17: 2:15 p.m. Veterans Bingo. Saturday, Nov. 
18: 5:30 p.m. Mass at St. Catherine. Sunday, Nov. 19: 8:30 a.m. Mass at St. 
Mary. 10:30 a.m. Mass at St. Catherine; Sunday School and CLW. 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Knights of Columbus breakfast. 7 p.m. Thanksgiving Ecumenical 
Service at United Methodist Church. Monday, Nov. 20: 10 a.m. Book Bunch. 
Wednesday, Nov. 22: No Faith Formation. 7 p.m. Ellsworth Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving at Zion. Thursday, Nov. 23: 9 a.m. St. Catherine Mass. 

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne

Offi ce Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982
www.luverncrc.com — luvernecrc@ymail.com

Roger Sparks, Pastor

First Baptist Church
1033 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne 

Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org
Walt Moser, Pastor

Thursday, Nov. 16: 6 a.m. Men’s Bible Study at FBC. 6 p.m. Girls’ Night Out at 
Camp Shetek. 7 p.m. Worship service on Channel 3. Sunday, Nov. 19: 9:15 
Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. Morning Service. 6 p.m. Thanksgiving Fellowship 
Dinner with Missionaries Gary and Barb Bennett. Tuesday Nov. 21: 7 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study at First Baptist Church. Wednesday, Nov. 22: No Awana — 
Thanksgiving break. Thursday Now. 23: 7 p.m. Worship service on Channel 3. 

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne 

Ph. 507-283-4431; www.graceluverne.org — graceluverne@iw.net
Ron Nichols, Pastor; Stephen Hilding, Associate Pastor

Thursday, Nov. 16: 8:30 a.m. Missions in Action. 9 a.m. Naomi Circle at The 
Oaks. 9:30 a.m. Rachel Circle at church. 1:30 pm. Lydia Circle at church. 2 
p.m. Sarah Circle at Camelot. 7 p.m. Priscilla/Elizabeth Circle at Judy Fenske. 
Friday, Nov. 17: 6:30 p.m. Worship on Channel 3. Saturday, Nov. 18 and Sunday, 
Nov. 19: Junior High Youth Gathering in Willmar. Saturday, Nov. 18: 5:30 p.m. 
Worship with Communion. Sunday, Nov. 19: 8:15 a.m. Radio broadcast. 9 a.m. 
Worship with Communion. 10 a.m. Fellowship coffee; Grades 1-5 Christmas 
practice; Adult Study. Monday, Nov. 20: Grace Notes deadline. 4:30 p.m. Wor-
ship on Channel 3. 5:45 p.m. Echoes of Harmony rehearsal. Tuesday, Nov. 
21: 9 a.m. Staff meeting. 5:30 p.m. Ride & Dine. Wednesday, Nov. 22: 7 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study. 7 p.m. Traditional Worship Service. No Faithweavers. No 
Confi rmation classes. Thursday, Nov. 23: Thanksgiving Day — Offi ce closed.

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne

Ph. 507-283-4571 or 507-449-0291 or 605-215-9834
pastorapalmquist67@yahoo.com

Andrew Palmquist, Pastor
Sunday, Nov. 19: 9 a.m. Sunday School. 9:15 a.m. Bible Class. 10:15 a.m. 
Worship. 1:30 p.m. Worship at Mary Jane Brown Home. 2:15 p.m. Worship at 
Poplar Creek. Wednesday, Nov. 22: No Catechism Class. 7 p.m. Thanksgiv-
ing Eve Worship.

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne 

Ph. 283-8600; email: offi ce@arcluverne.org 
Mike Altena, Pastor

Thursday, Nov. 16: 5:30 p.m. Tumbling Tikes. Friday, Nov. 17: 6:30 a.m. Com-
munity Men’s Bible Study. 4 p.m. REFIT Fitness Class. 5:30 p.m. Rehearsal. 
Saturday, Nov. 18: Taylor/Dinger wedding. Sunday, Nov. 19: 9:30 a.m. Worship 
Service. 10:50 a.m. Family Education. 7 p.m. Junior RCYF; Senior RCYF. Mon-
day, Nov. 20: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Multi-purpose Room reserved. Tuesday, Nov. 21: 
10 a.m. Staff meeting. 6:45 p.m. Bible Study Fellowship. Wednesday, Nov. 22: 
4:30 p.m. REFIT Fitness Class. No Midweek. 7 p.m. Thanksgiving Eve service. 

First Assembly of God Church
1075 110th Ave., 2 miles west of Luverne on County Rd. 4 

Sundays: 9 a.m. Sunday School. 10 a.m. Morning Worship. 6:30 p.m. School 
of the Holy Spirit. Wednesdays: 7 p.m. Kids Connection; Men’s Bible Study 
with Pastor Ken; Women’s Bible Study with Pastor Gloria. 

United Methodist Church 
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne

Ph. 283-4529; email: luverneumc@iw.net
Dorie Hall, Pastor

Thursday, Nov. 16: 1-3 p.m. Rock County Food Shelf. Women’s Walk to Em-
maus Retreat. Saturday, Nov. 18: 8 p.m. AA Meeting. Sunday, Nov. 19: 9 a.m. 
Traditional Service. 10 a.m. Coffee Hour/Adult Sunday School. 11 a.m. Come 
as You Are Service. 3 p.m. A.L.I.V.E. Youth Group – Roller Skating. 4:30 p.m. 
Genesis/Revelation Bible Study. 7 p.m. Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service. 
Monday, Nov. 20: 8 p.m. AA Meeting. Wednesday, Nov. 22: 5:30 p.m. Community 
Meal – Thanksgiving Meal. No Confi rmation or F.U.E.L. 8 p.m. AA Meeting. 

 

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne

Ph. 283-4787; email: Firstpc@iw.net — www.fpcluverne.com
Sunday, Nov. 19: 9 a.m. Sunday school. 10:15 a.m. Worship. 7 p.m. Ecumeni-
cal Thanksgiving Service at United Methodist Church. Tuesday, Nov. 21: 10 
a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship service on Channel 3. Thursday, Nov. 23: 10 a.m. 
Worship service on Channel 3. 

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St., Luverne

Ph. 449-0057; www.livingrockswmn.org
Billy Skaggs, Pastor

Sundays: 10:30 a.m. Worship; Kids Rock Children’s Ministry. 6 p.m. Youth 
Ministry. Life groups meet throughout the week. 

New Life Celebration Church
110 N. Oakley, Luverne

Ph. 449-6522; email: newlifecelebration@gmail.com
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Worship at 110 N. Oakley. Every third Thursday: 5 p.m. 
Food give-away at Senior Citizens Center. Bible Study groups meet at vari-
ous times and days.

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 E. 2nd St., P.O. Box 36, Hardwick 

Ph. 669-2855; email: www.zionlutheranhardwick.com
Thursday, Nov. 16: 3:30 p.m. Worship service on Channel 3. 7 p.m. Adult 
Instruction Class at Zion. Friday, Nov. 17: 3:30 p.m. Worship service on 
Channel 3. Sunday, Nov. 19: 9 a.m. Sunday School/Adult Bible Study. 10 
a.m. Mentor Program. 10:30 a.m. Worship Service with Communion. 11:30 
a.m. Choir Practice. Monday, Nov. 20: 1 p.m. Quilting. Tuesday, Nov. 21: 7 
p.m. Adult Instruction Class at Zion. Wednesday, Nov. 22: 6 p.m. Thanksgiv-
ing Eve Worship Service/ Choir sings. Thursday, Nov. 23: 3:30 p.m. Worship 
service on Channel 3.

Ben Clare United Methodist Church
26762 Ben Clare Ave., Valley Springs, S.D.

igtwlb@WOW.net
Bill Bates, Pastor

Sundays: 9 a.m. Worship; 10 a.m. Fellowship; 10:30 a.m. Sunday School 
for all ages. 

First Lutheran Church 
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D. 

Ph. (605) 757-6662 
Intern Pastor Laura Phillips

Thursday, Nov. 16: 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting. Sunday, Nov. 19: 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. Worship Service. 3 p.m. Joint Parish 
Thanksgiving Pie and Praise at Palisade Lutheran. Tuesday, Nov. 21: 7 p.m. 
Church Council meeting. Wednesday, Nov. 22: No Confi rmation.

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St., Garretson, S.D. 

Ph. (507) 597-6257 — fi rstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Intern Pastor Laura Phillips

Thursday, Nov. 16: 1:30 p.m. WELCA Regular Meeting. 7:30 p.m. Parish Council 
Meeting at First Lutheran. Sunday, Nov. 19: 9 a.m. Worship service. 10 a.m. 
Sunday School. 3 p.m. Joint Parish Thanksgiving Pie and Praise at Palisade. 
Wednesday, Nov. 22: 7 p.m. Confi rmation at First Lutheran. 

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3rd St., P.O Box 73, Beaver Creek 

Ph. 507-935-5025 
Email: lori.fi rstpres@gmail.com
Worship Leader Michael Blank 

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Morning Worship. 10:30 a.m. Sunday School. 

Steen Reformed Church 
112 W. Church Ave., Steen

Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Worship; service broadcast on KQAD. 10:45 a.m. Sunday 
School. 6 p.m. Youth Group. Evening worship at 6 p.m. fi rst and third Sundays. 
Wednesdays: 7 p.m. Midweek. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Pastor Maggie Berndt-Dreyer

112 N. Main St., Hills
Ph. 962-3270

e-mail: bethlehemluth@alliancecom.net
Friday, Nov. 17: Wedding Rehearsal. Saturday, Nov. 18: Christensen/San-
dager wedding. Sunday, Nov. 19: 9 a.m. Worship at Tuff Chapel. 9:30 a.m. 
Reading the Bible; Sunday School Christmas practice. 10:30 a.m. Com-
munion at Bethlehem. Tuesday, Nov. 21: 2:30 p.m. Bible Study at Tuff Home. 
3:15 p.m. Bible Study at the Village. Wednesday, Nov. 22: 9 a.m. Quilting. 7 
p.m. Thanksgiving Eve worship service. No Confi rmation or Youth Group.
 

Hills United Reformed Church 
410 S. Central Ave., Hills 

Offi ce Ph. 962-3254
hillsurc@alliancecom.net

Alan Camarigg, Pastor
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship Services.

Magnolia United Methodist Church 
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia

Church Ph. 507-483-2492; cell 227-7821; email: adrmagumc@gmail.
com

www.facebook.com/adrianmagnoliaumc
Kristi Franken, Pastor

Sundays: 9 a.m. Magnolia Worship Service with Sunday School following 
service. 10:30 a.m. Adrian Worship Service. Wednesdays: 6:30 p.m. Confi r-
mation at Magnolia UMC.

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne

Ph. 283-2316, Dial-A-Devotion Ph. 283-4005
email: stjohn@iw.net — www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org 

Gary Klatt, Pastor
Thursday, Nov. 16: 9 a.m. Little Lambs devotions. Saturday, Nov. 18: 5:30 p.m. 
Worship. Sunday, Nov. 19: 9 a.m. Worship. 10:15 a.m. Christian Education 
Hour. 11:15 a.m. Junior Choir. 11:30 a.m. Luncheon served by Youth. 12:15 
p.m. Annual Voters Meeting. 4 p.m. Junior LYF. Monday, Nov. 20: Newsletter 
deadline. 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. Little Lambs devotions. 7 p.m. Parish Planning 
meeting. Tuesday, Nov. 21: 9 a.m. Little Lambs devotions. 1 p.m. and 6:30 
p.m. Quilting. 2 p.m. Circles meet. Wednesday, Nov. 22 - Friday, Nov. 24: No 
Little Lambs sessions. No Bible Study. No evening activities. Thursday, Nov. 
23: 9 a.m. Thanksgiving worship service with Communion.
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Rock County Commissioners 
meet Oct. 17

Herreid Board Room              9:00 A.M.
Rock County Courthouse                      October 17, 2017
 The meeting was called to order by Chair Williamson with all Commissioners 
present; the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
 Motion by Thompson, seconded by Overgaard, to approve the October 17, 
2017 County Board Agenda, declared carried on a voice vote.
 Motion by Burger, seconded by Williamson, to approve the October 03, 2017 
County Board minutes, declared carried on a voice vote.
 Motion by Overgaard, seconded by Thompson, to approve the consent agenda, 
declared carried on a voice vote.
      1. Authorizing signature for 2018 EMPG – Oldre and Skattum
 A Public Hearing was called to order at 9:05AM to for the implementation and 
enforcement of a proposed Water Resources Riparian Protection Requirement of MN 
Statutes 103.F48, known as Buffer Law. There was a discussion regarding penalties 
and the penalty amounts of neighboring counties. There was also public comment 
regarding the measurement amount of the setback and the past inconsistencies 
and what will the setbacks be in the future.
 With no additional comments, the public hearing was closed at 09:25AM.
 Motion by Reisch, seconded by Overgaard, to adopt the Buffer Ordinance 
2017-01, with the penalty schedule, declared carried on a voice vote. The penalties 
are as follows:
    6.2.(a)ii - $50 per parcel per month for the first (6) months (180 days)
    following the time period in 6.2.i;
    6.2(a).iii - $200 per month for the first (6) months (180 days) following the 
    time period in 6.2.ii
    6.2.(b).i - $50 per parcel per day for 180 days after issuance of Corrective
    Action Notice; and
    6.2.(b).ii - $200 per parcel per day for after 180 days following the time period
    in 6.2.(b)i.
 The County Board recognized the existing efforts from producers and the best 
practices of land use.
 Ashely Kurtz, Auditor/Treasurer, presented the claims; motion by Reisch, 
seconded by Overgaard to approve the claims as presented, declared carried on a 
voice vote. A complete listing of the claims is available upon request at the Auditor/
Treasurer’s Office.
 Claims over $2,000:
 A.C.E. OF SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA                                             3,923.25
 AMERICAN COMMUNICATIONS INC                                               3,280.50
 CHS                                                                                                    5,477.70
 COMPUTER PROFESSIONALS UNLIMITED INC                            6,053.00
 CONTECH ENGINEERED SOLUTIONS LLC                                   9,845.48
 ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS RESEARCH INST                           25,299.00
 EXPRESSWAY-LUVERNE                                                                 3,907.89
 GRAHAM TIRE-WORTHINGTON                                                      4,577.34
 LYON COUNTY LANDFILL                                                              15,649.00
 NOBLES COUNTY AUDITOR-TREASURER                                     7,490.00
 OFFICE OF THE STATE AUDITOR                                                 19,834.45
 REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA                        17,757.75
 ROCK COUNTY OPPORTUNITIES                                                   4,577.22
 SMITH & JOHNSON                                                                            3,089.75
 SOUTHWEST HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES                                26,169.80
 TOLLEFSON PUBLISHING                                                                4,064.60
 TRI-STATE GARAGE DOOR, INC                                                  15,595.00
 W & N CONSTRUCTION INC                                                              8,973.58
 89 Payments less than 2000                                                             33,450.80
 Total                                                                                                 219,016.11
 The County Board was in receipt of the Fund Balance report which reflected 
the receipt of the second half collection of real estate taxes; motion by Burger, 
seconded by Thompson, to approve the Fund Balance report, declared carried on 
a voice vote.
 Motion by Reisch, seconded by Overgaard to set the Truth in Taxation public 
meeting for December 12, 2017 at 6:00PM in the Herreid Board Meeting room, 
declared carried on a voice vote.
 By order of the Chair, the December 12 County Board meeting start time will 
change from 9:00AM to a time to be determined in the afternoon prior to the Truth 
in Taxation public meeting.
 Motion by Overgaard, seconded by Burger, to declare the following property 
as surplus and sell and E-gov auction, declared carried on a voice vote.
    2006 Ford F150 Pickup –valued at $3,400
    2006 Heartland Bus – valued at $245
    2001 Sterling Dump Truck – valued at $23,500
 Motion by Thompson, seconded by Overgaard to authorizing Kyle Oldre as the 
2017 MCIT voting delegate and Commissioner Sherri Thompson and the alternate 
delegate, declared carried on a voice vote.
 Administrator Oldre presented an update regarding public transportation for 
RCO clients; transit grant conditions will not allow for a special rate therefore, it would 
be cost prohibitive for RCO clients to utilize the public transit system; presented as 
information only.
 The County Board was informed of a visit from Adjutant General Carl Nash 
on October 23rd to view the proposed site of a new Armory/Readiness Center in 
Luverne, MN.
 The County Board was in receipt of a meeting notice for the AMC District 8 
meeting scheduled for November 2nd in Luverne, MN.
The County Board was informed that the 2018 Governor’s Pheasant Opener will 
be in Rock County on October 12-13, 2018.
 Commissioner Items:
 Reisch attended a SMOC and City/County Liaison meetings.
 Thompson attended SWHHS union negotiations.
 Burger attended SWMH Annual meeting.
 Overgaard attended AMC Land Use, City/County Liaison, Rose Dell Township 
meeting; also requested to schedule the County Board to sign up to deliver Meals 
on Wheels.
 Williamson attended a Rural Water meeting, One Watershed One Water Plan 
and SWCD meeting.
 Motion by Thompson, seconded by Reisch to move into closed session at 
10:27AM to discuss a potential land acquisition from the City of Luverne, declared 
carried on a voice vote.
 Motion by Overgaard, seconded by Burger, to arise from closed session at 
11:35AM, declared carried on a voice vote.
 Motion by Reisch to purchase property from the City of Luverne for a proposed 
Readiness Center/Armory; motion died due to the lack of a second.
 Motion by Reisch, seconded by Thompson to not purchase any property from 
the City of Luverne for the proposed Readiness Center, declared carried on a 5-0 
vote.
 Motion by Reisch, seconded by Thompson, to support the proposed Readi-
ness Center/Armory project through the County State Aid Highway Maintenance 
Contract with the City of Luverne; motion was declared carried on a 3-2 vote with 
Commissioner Williamson and Overgaard voting nay.
 With no further business to come before the County Board, the meeting was 
adjourned.
 (11-16)

City Planning Commission 
public hearing Nov. 27

Public Hearing set for November 27, 2017
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, by the City Planning Commission that a public 
hearing will be held in the Council Chambers located in the City Offices Building, 305 
East Luverne Street, Luverne, Minnesota, commencing at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, No-
vember 27, 2017.  The purpose of the hearing is to rule and make recommendation to 
the Luverne City Council on the following:
 A proposal from William J. Ludwig and Associates, LTD, the Developer, to designate 
parcels 20-0032-000 and 20-0171-000 as a Planned Unit Development to be known as 
Towne Square that will include both retail and commercial uses for their project located 
on South Highway 75.
 All persons desiring to be heard on these matters should be present at the hearing 
or present written comments prior to the hearing to the Building Official, PO Box 659, 
Luverne, MN 56156.  Anyone needing reasonable accommodations or an interpreter 
should contact the City Clerk’s Office, 305 East Luverne Street, Luverne, MN. (507) 
449-9898.
  By order of the Luverne City Planning Commission, Luverne, Minnesota, this 13th 
day of November, 2017.

Jessica Mead
City Clerk

 (11-16)

HELP WANTED

Contact Green View
651-639-1913

Age 55+ workers
needed for 
part-time 

custodial work
at the Adrian 

rest areas

HELP WANTED
FULL-TIME APPLICATOR 
AND OPERATIONS WITH 

CLASS A CDL

CALL 507-825-2008
OR APPLY IN PERSON AT

Includes benefi ts & 401k

in Pipestone
See RyanEOE

Who inspires
our team with fresh ideas, new insights and real faith? 

You inspire.
We believe that, “In Christ’s Love, Everyone Is Someone,” and that 
each person should be treated with dignity, love and respect. Join us, 
and help make a difference. You’ll enjoy great benefits and receive 
encouragement and opportunities to grow personally and professionally 
with the support of your peers and supervisors. 

If this sounds like an environment that calls to you, we invite you to 
join us in serving those who most need our skilled talents and loving 
hearts.

Nursing Assistants | CNA’s | Dietary  
Universal Workers | Nurses

Show YOU care. Join us today.  
good-sam.com/careers

 

 

Career Opportunities in 
Marshall, MN  

Archer Daniels Midland Company (ADM), one of the world’s largest 
agricultural processors and food ingredient providers, is seeking 
colleagues to fill various roles at our Marshall, MN Corn Processing Facility.   
 
These are full-time hourly positions: 

- Plant Utilities 
- Operators  
- Maintenance Mechanics 

Qualifications 
To be considered, candidates must meet the following criteria: 
Commitment to understand and follow company safety procedures and exhibit 
regular and prompt attendance; able to meet physical requirements of the position 
including, but not limited to: prolonged periods of standing and sitting, working in 
confined spaces and from heights, bending, kneeling, climbing stairs and ladders, 
working in a variety of conditions (heat, cold, dust, etc.) and lifting up to 50 lbs. 
unassisted; willing to work rotating shifts, weekends, holidays and overtime as 
needed; can work independently while flexible enough to work in team setting 
when needed; exhibits a professional image and a respectful attitude at all times; 
preferably has previous experience operating a computer. 

www.ADM.com/Careers 
ADM offers competitive benefit package, including health, dental, prescription drug 
and life insurance, 401(k)/ESOP with company match and pension. 
 
Relocation benefits may be provided for these positions. 
 

Candidates are responsible for providing their own means of transportation to and from 
work. 
 

ADM requires a successful completion of a pre-employment drug screen/physical and 
background check. 
 

ADM is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

The Rock County Administrator is now accepting 
applications for the position of Dispatcher in the 
Rock County Sheriff’s Offi ce until November 22, 
2017 at 5:00PM.  This is a full time position with 
full benefi ts and works on a rotating shift basis.  

Minimum qualifi cations are a High School diploma or 
equivalent with one year of work related experience. 
Applicants must possess excellent communication 

skills, have the abilities to read a map and multi-task 
duties in a fast paced environment. Starting hourly 

wage will be $14.83 - $16.04 per hour DOQ.  

A detailed job description and an application form for 
this position can be accessed at http://www.co.rock.

mn.us/employment.html or by emailing susan.
skattum@co.rock.mn.us or by phone 507-283-5065.

An Equal Opportunity Employer

DISPATCHER 
ROCK COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

PUBLIC NOTICES CLASSIFIEDS

Tofteland probate
FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

COURT FILE NO. ________
STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF ROCK
Estate of: Erling Tofteland,
Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING ON
PETITION FOR PROBATE OF WILL AND 

APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 It is Ordered and Notice is given that on December 11, 2017, at 3:30 p.m., a hear-
ing will be held in this Court at 204 E. Brown Street, Luverne, MN 56156 for the formal 
probate of an instrument purporting to be the Will of the Decedent, dated July 10, 2017 
and codicil(s) to theWill dated___, and separate writing(s) under Minn. Stat. 524.2-513 
("Will"), and for the appointment of Andrew Tofteland whose address is 5690 156th LN 
NW, Ramsey, MN 55303, and of Debra Corey whose address is 4530 145th Lane NW, 
Andover, MN 55304 as Personal Representatives of the Estate of the Decedent in an 
Unsupervised administration.
 Any objections to the petition must be filed with he Court prior to or raised at the 
hearing. If proper and if no objections are filed or raised, the Personal Representatives 
will be appointed with full power to administer the Estate including the power to collect 
all assets, to pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary acts for the Estate. 
 Notice is also given that (subject to Minn. Stat. 524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are required to present the claims to the Personal Representa-
tives or to the Court Administrator within four months after the date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred.
 A charitable beneficiary may request notice of the probate proceedings be given 
to the Attorney General pursuant to Minn. Stat. 501B.41 subd. 5.
Dated: 11-15-17

By the Court
/s/ Terry S. Vajgrt

Judge of District Court
/s/ Denise Brandel

Court Administrator
Attorney for Petitioners
Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.
Vander Kooi Law Offices, P.A.
127 E. Main, PO Box 746
Luverne, MN 56156
Attorney License No: 112124
Telephone: 507-283-9546
FAX: 507-283-9629
Email: lawkooi@gmail.com

(11-16, 11-23)

RECYCLE!

HAVE A UNIQUE SERVICE 
OR BUSINESS? Get the 
word out to over 1.4 million 
households. Call WIDE AREA 
CLASSIFIEDS today, 507-
359-7326.                           (tc)

Don’t tax advertising. 

Every $1.00 of advertising 
creates $19.00 of economic 
activity. 

Every $1 million spent on 
advertising supports 67 
American jobs.

A tax on advertising 
is a tax on economic 
growth.

Brought to you by the 

News Media Alliance and National Newspaper Association

To contact your representatives, please visit: https://www.house.gov/representatives/find/

For more information visit The Advertising Coalition at: http://www.theadvertisingcoalition.com

Read the
Public Notices online

www.star-herald.com

CLASSIFIEDS

  RECYCLE!
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RAILROAD 
VEGETATION CONTROL:

Full-time traveling opportunity start-
ing in January 2018, 60-80 hours/week, 
$13-$15/hour starting, meal allowance, 
paid lodging, health/dental, 401(k) & Paid 
time off. RAW, Inc. in Cooperstown, ND. 
888/700.0292 info@rawapplicators.com
w w w . r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m

LANDMARK SERVICES 
COOPERATIVE 

Cottage Grove, Wisconsin seeking quali-
fi ed Chief Executive Offi cer.  Coopera-
tive business providing agronomy, ani-
mal nutrition, grain and energy and retail 
products and services. With 21 locations 
and total sales well over $450 million. 
Successful agricultural business man-
agement, fi nancial experience preferred. 
Job link: https://tinyurl.com/ydf5em3v

Contact: 320/219-0270
David.Lemmon@chsinc.com 

CHRISTMAS CASH 
Motorcycles Wanted. 1960s-1970s 
models, 2 stroke & 4 stroke. No 
mopeds please. Call: 612/720-2142

LOSING SOYBEAN YIELD 
to white mold? New EPA registered 
seed treatment available. Ask for Heads 
Up® seed treatment. Call 866/368-9306 
or view data at www.headsupst.com

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save! Call our licensed Canadian & Inter-
national pharmacy, compare prices & get 
$25.00 OFF your fi rst prescription! Call 
877/210-2257 Promo Code: CDC201725

A PLACE FOR MOM 
The nation’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our trusted, 
local experts today! Our service is 
free/no obligation. Call 844/347-2104

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace - little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all 
paperwork taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH NETWORK 
190+ channels. Free install. Free hopper 
HD-DVR. $49.99/month (24 mos.) Add 
high speed internet - $14.95 (where avail.) 
Call today & save 25%! 855/562-4309

MISCELLANEOUSEMPLOYMENT

FEED/SEEDS/GRAINS

WANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

Your ad here! 
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of 

3 million readers!!!   1-800-279-2979

Skattum’s Confi nement
Luverne, MN

Offi ce Manager &
Bookkeeper Position
Two Year Accounting

Degree Required.
Quickbooks Experience. 

Inventory And Sales 
Tax Knowledge Is A Plus.

Email Resume And 
References To: 

ndilly@sondfarms.com

Skattum’s 
Confinement 

HELP WANTED

The Tuff Memorial Home 
is currently hiring a full time

Activity Director/Aide. 
If interested contact Alex 

Dysthe at 507-962-3275 
or email 

adysthe@tuffmemorialhome.com

Benefi ts
Competitive Wage

Pension Plan
Friendly Atmosphere

Gates Corporation is excited to join the Community!  Formerly 
Atlas Hydraulics, Gates is GROWING and we are hiring 2nd and 
3rd shift Assembly Operators, Maintenance Techs and Health, 
Safety and Environmental Techs in Brandon, SD.  These roles 
have competitive pay and benefi ts.
 
Applications will be accepted online at www.gates.com/careers or 
in person at our facility (700 East Redwood Blvd, Brandon SD).
 
Gates Corporation is the world’s leading manufacturer of power 
transmission belts and fl uid transfer products. Gates products are 
recognized by distributors, original equipment manufacturers, 
and installers as the premium brand for quality and technological 
innovation, a reputation we have built for over a century since our 
founding in 1911.    

If it moves you, there’s a good chance Gates has a part in it.
Gates. Powering Progress.

NOW HIRING
2nd and 3rd shift Assembly Operators,
Maintenance Techs and Health, Safety 

and Environmental Techs

 

95 YEARS OF PROVIDING GREAT JOBS 
TO TALENTED INDIVIDUALS! 

 

Always open to add the right individual to our teams. 
 

Potential positions: 
Sow Farm 

Wean to Finish 
Swine Maintenance 

Feed Drivers 
Wean Pig Drivers 

 
Relocation packages available. 

Located in Southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa! 
 

Full benefit package—health, dental, life, vision, 401k match,  
short-term, vacation pay, sick pay & more! 

 

Pre-employment drug  
screen required 

 

To apply call 712-852-8520 
www.kerbercompanies.com 

EEO/AA

“Your Calling, Your Place.”

Sanford Luverne Medical Center | 877-243-1372

Sanford Luverne Medical Center
is currently accepting applications for FT (Full-Time), 
PT (Part-Time) and PRN (Part-Time as Needed) positions:

To apply, visit sanfordhealth.jobs search “Luverne” 
in the location search bar.

CERTIFIED MEDICATION ASSISTANT – PT, PRN

CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE ANESTHETIST – FT

HOME HEALTH AIDE – PT, PRN

LICENSED ALCOHOL AND DRUG COUNSELOR – PT

LPN, HOSPICE – PRN

PARAMEDIC – FT

RECEPTIONIST – PT

SURGICAL TECHNOLOGIST – PRN

22622222

Apply at www.agropurcheese.com        Agropur Inc. is an equal opportunity employer. Pre-employment drug screen required.

AGROPUR HAS THE FOLLOWING OPENINGS:
Maintenance Tech
Maintains and repairs all production equipment, including motors, valves, 
boilers, and ammonia compressors.  Will perform PMs.  Electrical experience 
and/or previous maintenance experience preferred.  Must be highly motivated 
and able to work in a team or independently.  Overnight shift.

Production Operators
Operate cheese equipment in a clean and safe environment; good attendance 
and teamwork required; work only 7 shifts in 2 weeks; must be able to lift 55#.

• Stable, growing business • Great work schedule

• Double pay on Sundays and Holidays
• Health, dental and vision insurance at a reasonable cost

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE AT:
Agropur, Inc.  Hull Facility
332 Division St., PO Box 820, Hull, IA 51239
1/4 mile south of Casey’s General Store in Hull
Phone 712.439.6780

Check out our AP
Ag
33
1/4
Ph

Check out our 

s

CSR Fueler/Washer/Detailer, 
Part-time Opening in Sioux 
Falls, SD. Excellent Hourly 
Pay! Great opportunity to learn 
the fundamentals of preventa-
tive maintenance on diesel ve-
hicles and grow into a diesel 
career or vehicle maintenance. 
Call Penske Truck Leasing: 
855-517-2507. (11.16-11.26)

Help wanted: part-time posi-
tion open for a baker and fryer. 
Early mornings. Experience 
preferred, but willing to train. 
Applications available at Teal’s 
customer service counter or 
call Sherri at 507-283-4429.
 (10.29-11.16)

Dietary Aide: Parkview Manor 
is looking for part-time Di-
etary Aides! Benefi ts include 
vacation, PERA retirement 
plan, and holiday pay. Training 
is available on-site. Wages are 
based on experience level. If 
interested, contact Sam or Ar-
lys at 507-967-2482, or come 
visit us to pick up an applica-
tion! (tc) 

Adrian Public School is cur-
rently seeking applicants for a 
Long Term Substitute Middle 
School Language Arts/9-10 
English Instructor beginning 
January 2nd through February 
5, 2018.  Interested Applicants 
please send a letter of applica-
tion, resume, current letters of 
recommendation, college tran-
scripts, a copy of MN Teaching 
license, and a completed dis-
trict application to Mr. Roger 
Graff, Superintendent,  Adrian, 
Public School, PO Box 40 
Adrian,  MN  56110   
 (11.12-11.30)

Help Wanted: Hiawatha Manor 
Inc. has 2 Direct Support Pro-
fessional positions available in 
Luverne, MN. Hours include 
paid sleep time! Position 1: 
Every Thursday 2p.m. to Fri-
day 8:30 a.m. and Every Sun-
day 12 p.m. to Monday 8:30 
a.m. Position 2: Every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Applicants 
must be at least 18 years of age, 
have a valid driver’s license, 
pass background study, and 
possess excellent life coaching 
skills, any additional training 
needed will be provided. For 
additional information regard-
ing either position or to request 
an application call or text your 
inquiry to 605-530-4440.
 (11.9-11.26)

Drivers (CDL-A): Full-Time 
Holiday/Temporary Sioux 
Falls, SD Mail Route. $20.40/
hr + Fringe Benefi ts. Must 
meet DOT reg. Dizco Inc.: 
1-855-979-4510.
 (11.9-11.19)

Lutheran Social Service of 
MN is seeking dedicated vol-
unteers for our innovative new 
service in both metro and rural 
areas across the state. I have 
an opening in Luverne Volun-
teers interested in sharing their 
skills, meeting new people and 
having fun in their community 
are invited to apply. As a vol-
unteer you will: Do something 
meaningful and fun. Be an on-
going friend, advocate and re-
source for an older adult. Pro-
vide transportation to medical 
appointments, grocery shop-
ping and errands and receive a 
monthly stipend of $90/client 
and mileage reimbursement. 
Contact Gail Sumerfelt at 507-
530-2295              (11.9-11.26)
 
Elementary Paraprofessional 
for 2017-2018 school year. 
Hours:8:15 a.m - 3:30 p.m. 
Candidate must have a two-
year degree or 60 hours of col-
lege credits or be willing to ful-
fi ll the required competencies 
for eligibility. Person will work 
directly with students to meet 
individual needs, Generally, 
the individual will work with 
a small number of students in 
the classroom setting. Candi-
date will take direction from 
the classroom teacher and as-
sist to meet student needs. Po-
sition opened until fi lled. Start-
ing Date: November 13, 2017. 
For more details contact Mr. 
Jason Phelps at the elementary 
offi ce. j.phelps@isd671.net or 
call 507-673-2541 ext. 11. An 
Equal Opportunity Employer.
 (11.5-11.16) 

CNA: Parkview Manor is look-
ing for CNAs! Benefi ts include 
health insurance, PERA retire-
ment plan, holiday pay, and a 
$2,000 scholarship available 
for students! We will provide 
training or pay for experience. 
Wages are based on experience 
level. If interested, contact 
Darnell Krull at (507) 967-
2388 or Sam Quam at (507) 
967-2482. (tc)

For Rent: one-bedroom apart-
ment near downtown Luverne. 
$290 per month. No Pets. Call 
605-201-6427.                     (tc)

Mobile Home for rent in 
Luverne: two-bedroom, one-
bath, all appliances included. 
Water and sewer included. Call 
605-366-7695 (11.5-11.23)

For Rent: two-bedroom apart-
ment. Off street parking, on-
site laundry, wall a/c, heat 
and water provided. Close to 
Senior Center and Post Offi ce. 
Call 507-290-0266.
 (11.2-11.19)

For Rent: Two-bedroom apart-
ment with central air. Water 
and heat and one-car garage in-
cluded. On-site laundry. Quiet 
area. No smoking and no pets. 
Call 507-920-0406.
 (10.29-11.16)

For Rent: 2 Bedroom Duplex 
in Luverne. $500 a month. No 
smokers, no pets. Call 507-
227-1423              (11.16-12.3)

We custom build and install 
Energy Star Therm-O-Loc 
Windows. Call Mike at Adrian 
Glass for a free in-home dem-
onstration and estimate. 101 E. 
Pearl, Adrian, MN 56110. 507-
483-2228 or 605-770-7677 or 
email mbyler@santel.net. (tc)

Free to a good, loving home: 
three adorable, kittens. Would 
like them to stay together if 
possible. Call 507-283-9794.
 (11.16-12-3)
Two beautiful kittens, sweet, 
playful and litter box trained. 
Free to good, indoor homes. 
Call 507-204-8046.
 (11.16-11.19)

Wanted: snow removal jobs in-
the Luverne area. Call 507-920-
0573 to inquire.
 (11.12-12.31)

Work wanted for a senior com-
panion: will do light house-
keeping, laundry, groceries and 
shopping. Call 507-962-3214.
 (11.5-11.23)

A special thank you to the 
residents and staff at Good Sa-
maritan- Mary Jane Brown for 
packaging the bags for October.
Luverne Backpack Program
 (11.16-11.19)

The family of Royce Becker 
would like to thank everyone 
for the cards, food and memo-
rials we received following our 
recent loss. Due to the over-
whelming number of memori-
als we received, we would like 
to express our thanks in this 
manner.

Marlene Becker
Lance and Nancy and family
Ken and Rhonda and family
Gene and Shelly and family

 (11.16-11.19)

Our hearts are full of gratitude 
when we say many thanks 
to family members, friends 
and neighbors for all acts of 
kindness and sympathy: food, 
fl owers, memorials, cards, vis-
its, kind words spoken, and 
memories shared to our family 
regarding the recent passing 
of our loving husband, father, 
grandfather and great-grandfa-
ther, Walter Deutsch. We want 
to thank Father Tom Jennings 
for his many comforting words 
and to the Dingmann Funeral 
Home, paramedics, law en-
forcement and St. Catherine’s 
Church luncheon committee. 
Walt will always be remem-
bered for his ability to make 
people laugh, jokes, positive 
attitude, warm smile and that 
twinkle in his eye. 

Betty Deutsch & Family
 (11.16-11.19)

WWW .PIPESTONESYSTEM.COM

             Relocation Assistance Available

WE OFFER:
• Competitive Wages - based on position and experience
• Health, Dental and Vision Insurance
• Referral Bonus Program
• Scholarship Program
• Bereavement Leave 
• Jury Duty
• Production Bonus
• Flex Plan 
• 401K Plan
• Life and Long & Short Term Disability Insurance
• Paid Holidays and Paid Time Off (PTO)

Apply at www.pipestonesystem.com 
Questions? Call HR at 866-918-7378 
or email hr@pipestones.com   

Pre-employment drug testing and 
background screening required

NOW HIRING! 

Swine Technicians
Full time in Southern MN

or Eastern SD
Asistencia de reubicación disponible

OFRECEMOS:
• Sueldo competivitivo – basado en la posición y experiencia
• Seguro de salud, dental y de la vista
• 
• Programa de becas
• Licencia por duelo 
• Servicio de jurado
• 
• 
• 401K Plan
• Seguro de vida y de discapacidad a largo y corto plazo
• Vacaciones pagadas y tiempo libre pagado

Aplique en www.pipestonesystem.com 
Preguntas? Llame HR al 507-215-2431 -o- por 

correo electrónico hr@pipestone.com   

Pruebas de drogas previas al 
empleo y antecedentes

AHORA 
CONTRATANDO! 

Técnicos Porcinos
Tiempo completo en el Sur de MN- o- en 

el Este de SD

Earn Extra Cash At A Re-
warding Volunteer Position in 
Luverne & Surrounding area:
Become a Senior Companion 
by making friendly visits to 
older adults in need. Senior 
Companions must be 55 years 
of age or older; fl exible service 
of 15 hours or more a week 
earns a small tax free hourly 
stipend, plus receive mileage 
reimbursement and other ben-
efi ts. 507.530.2295 for more 
information.
 (11.9-11.26)

Special Education Parapro-
fessional – multiple openings 
with SWWC Service Coopera-
tive with placement at the Blue 
Mound Learning Center in 
Pipestone, MN.  High school 
degree or GED required.  Must 
pass ParaPro Test within fi rst 
3 months of employment.  
Starting at $14.41/hour and 
up, depending on qualifi ca-
tions; working 7 hours per day.  
Complete online application 
at www.swsc.org/application. 
Position will remain open until 
fi lled.  For more information 
or if you have questions please 
contact Steve Rops at 507-825-
5858, ext. 2716 or steve.rops@
swsc.org. EOE.
 (11.5-11.16)

to subscribe visit:
star-herald.com

or call:
283-2333

STAR HERALD
Rock County

Christmas Season is approaching...
GIVE THE GIFT THAT

LASTS ALL YEAR!

a subscription to the
Rock County
Star Herald

or
Star Herald

Online Edition



Page 6B  November 16, 2017  Rock County Star Herald

Thanks to these businesses for taking pride in their community 
and sponsoring this promotional page!

Agri-Energy, LLC/Gevo
Blue Mound Area Theatre

Cattnach Insurance
CHS Eastern Farmers

Connell Car Care
Continental Western Group

Cragoe Realty
Eisma & Eisma

Estenson Company, Inc.
Exchange Bank-Luverne Member FDIC

First Farmers & Merchants Member FDIC
Hartquist Funeral Home Luverne Chapel

Heidebrink & Associates
Jensen Management Services, Inc.

Ketterling Services, Inc.
Klosterbuer & Haubrich

Lewis Family Drug
Luverne Country Club

Luverne Lanes
Luverne Schools

Mark’s Plumbing, Heating and AC/LLC.
McClure Electric

Meulebroeck & Taubert Co.
Minnwest Bank Member FDIC

Papik Motors
Real Estate Retrievers

Rock County
Community Transit Serving Rock County

Rock County Chiropractic

Rock County Opportunities, Inc.

Rock County Star Herald

Rock Veterinary Clinic

S&S Carwash

Skattum’s Confi nement/Superior Buildings

St. Catherine Church

St. John/Little Lambs

Stroeh’s Auto Center

Sudenga Communications

SW Mental Health
Teals Market

Vander Kooi Law Offi ce

Photo courtesy Amy Feit

The Luverne girls’ cross country team turned in a sixth-place fi nish at the Minnesota State 

Class A Championships in Northfi eld Nov. 4. Team members include (front row, from left) 

Tenley Nelson, Madison Reisdorfer (alternate), Gabrielle Ferrell, Tiana Lais, (back) Brooklynn 

Ver Steeg, Autumn Nath, Regan Feit, Elizabeth Wagner and Cassie Flanagan (alternate). 

CARDINALSCongratulatio
ns

BIG SOUTH CONFERENCE 

SMALL DIVISION CHAMPIONS

6TH PLACE IN GIRLS CLASS A STATE CROSS COUNTRY

SECTION 3A CHAMPIONS

Luverne eighth-grader Tenley 
Nelson emerged as a medalist by 
placing fi fth individually at the 
state meet in Northfi eld Nov. 4. 

Luverne freshman Regan Feit  made 
the all-state team for the second 
consecutive year after placing 15th 
at the state meet in Northfi eld Nov. 4.

6th
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