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Hoppy Easter!Hoppy Easter!

By Lori Sorenson
Marvin and Beverly Hoogland’s 

house on Carsrud Circle in Luverne 
is supposed to be white, but lately it 
looks more yellow than white.

Something in the air has depos-
ited brownish-yellow speckles all over 
their white vinyl siding giving it a dirty, 
weathered appearance.

And their home isn’t the only one. 
Dozens of properties, mostly in 

the western neighborhoods of town, 
are sporting similar discoloration on 
siding, gutters, window trim, railings 
and other materials.

On white it’s particularly promi-
nent, and washing it off  is no small 
task.

Th e Hooglands learned this two 
years ago when the speckles fi rst 
showed up on their white house.

“Marv washed the whole house 
and it was clean again,” Bev said. “And 
now it’s back. … He’s just sick about it.”

Th e Den Herder Construction 
shop on Edgehill Street is also covered 
in speckles — again.

“Th e problem is if you’re spending 
money cleaning it, you’re never going 
to win the battle,” Jim Den Herder said.

As a contractor Marv Hoogland 
had access to scaff olding, tools and 
commercial grade cleaners to tackle 
the job of scrubbing the entire exterior 
of his house.

Many other homeowners, how-
ever, found it was easier to paint over 
the stains — and some opted for a 
darker color that would mask the 
spots if they were to return.

George and Corrine Bonnema 
on West Warren Street said they fi rst 
noticed discoloration more than a 
decade ago. 

“In 2007 we noticed the brown/
Above, Magnolia Juniors 4-H member Ayden Bonnett cradles Kennedy the kid goat for visitors to 
meet and pet. At right, Zella Peterson discovers how soft a 2-day-old calf can be.

Locals play ‘One Hit Wonders’ April 14
By Lori Sorenson

Th e Locals are returning to 
the Palace stage next weekend 
with another round of pop song 
tributes — this time focusing on 

“One Hit Wonders.”
Th e show, which benefi ts the 

Luverne Optimists Club, will feature 
songs by artists who have made only 

“one trip up the pop charts,” accord-
ing to organizer Kenny Rolling.

“It’s stuff that everyone will 
recognize,” he said. “It will have 
everything from ’70s to the ’90s 

with a few from the ’60s and 2000s.”
In all, the program lists 35 

songs and includes a few “name 
that tune” contests in between.

“If we played straight through 

Th e Locals/continued on 3A

By Mavis Fodness
Players and fans will enjoy a little 

more legroom when new bleachers 
are installed in the Luverne High 
School gymnasium this summer.

School Board members recently 
approved a bid of $119,150 from Seat-
ing and Athletic Facility Enterprises 
Inc. of Ellendale. Th e bid includes 
$10,500 to remove the existing wood 
and steel bleachers.

Th e new telescopic seating struc-
ture is constructed of plastic and steel 
and will accommodate 1,025 persons. 
When not in use, the four sections of 
bench seats and treads fold to about 
4 feet from the gymnasium’s north 
and south walls.

Seating capacity is less than the 
original 1956 bleachers due to wider 
walkway tread, seats and a shorter 
extension from the wall.

Th e wider treads will provide four 
extra inches of legroom (from 22 to 24 
inches) and two more inches on the 
seat (from 10 to 12 inches). 

Fewer rows allows for more fl oor 
space between the court and seats.

Th e new system will have 10 rows 
of bleacher seating  on the south side 
of the gym and 12 rows on the north. 
Th e current system has 14 on the 
south side and 13 on the north.

Player folding chairs and scoring 
tables can be placed on the south 
side of the gym with the new system.

Th e seat surface will be fl at, not 
angled like the current bleachers in 
the elementary gymnasium.

“Th ey will be more comfortable 
than the elementary bleachers,” said 
salesman Steve Snyder.

Bleachers were the topic of 
a March 6 Luverne School Board 
workshop.

Board member Tim Jarchow 
said last fall the uncomfortable slope 
of the elementary bleacher bench 
seats (installed new in 1998) was 
mentioned several times during the 
district’s long-range facility public 
input sessions.

No one mentioned replacing the 
older high school bleachers.

“I don’t feel comfortable replac-
ing 20-year-old bleachers and then 
leave the 60-year-old bleachers un-

Mystery 
element
discolors
properties 
in Luverne
MPCA and MDH 
testing samples to 
determine if harmful 
to human health or 
to the environment

Mystery discoloration/see page 8A New bleachers/see page 8A

Wind chills were in the single 
digits Saturday morning in 
the Magnolia City Park, but 
dozens of 4-H members 
and their families distributed 
2,400 plastic eggs stuffed 
with candy and prizes for 
bundled-up children to fi nd. 
In the photo below, Autumn 
deCesare shares a moment 
with an apprehensive bunny.

In the photograph above, Michaella 
Sandbulte holds a bunny for 5-year-
old Summer Aning to pet after the 
Easter egg hunt.

Star Herald photos by Lori Sorenson

LHS 1956
bleachers to
be replaced 
with new, 
roomier rows

By Lori Sorenson
Th is year’s Rock County Relay for 

Life will move indoors and will follow 
a shorter format, according to local 
organizer Lisa Ehlers.

“We’re trying something new, 
and hopefully it will allow for more 
people to participate who haven’t 
been able to come to the park,” said 
Ehlers, who chairs the local chapter 
of Relay for Life.

Th e 2018 event will be Th ursday, 
June 7, in the Luverne Elementary 
School commons.

“Families often vacation in the 
summer, and we’re hoping that mov-
ing it to a Th ursday will attract those 
who might be gone on the weekend,” 
Ehlers said.

Rock County’s fi rst Relay for Life 
started 18 years ago on the track at 
Luverne High School.

Th e event, hosted in communi-
ties all over the country, is a signature 
fundraiser for the American Cancer 
Society.

Relay teams raise money 
throughout the year and turn in their 
donations during the Relay event, 
which celebrates cancer survivors 
and remembers friends and loved 
ones who died of cancer.

Init ial ly,  teams “relayed” 
through the night to symbolize the 
diffi  cult journey of cancer treatments. 
Rock County discontinued overnight 

Rock County Relay for Life 
moves event indoors

“We’re trying something 
new, and hopefully it 
will allow for more 

people to participate 
who haven’t been able 

to come to the park.”
— Lisa Ehlers, 

Relay for Life chair

Th e Locals/continued on 2A

Lori Sorenson photo/0405 the locals band group photo

The Locals band members (from left) Shawn Kinsinger, Kenny Rolling, Keith Maine, Dean Luethje, Susan 
Schneekloth, Susan Skattum and Chris Nowatzki rehearse at the Carnegie Cultural Center Monday night.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Sixth-grader Jacob Jurrens bundles up against Tuesday’s snow shower that 
had Luverne Public Schools dismissing at 11:30 a.m. Travel was expected 
to become hazardous that afternoon when forecasters predicted 20- to 
30-mph winds. The April snow arrived just after Easter, covering these 
large decorative plastic eggs with several inches of white snow  (at right).

events several years ago.
Since Rock County’s fi rst 

event in 2000, local fundrais-
ing eff orts have topped many 
Relay events in communities 
twice the size of the one in 
Luverne. 

At its peak, the fundrais-
ing event has contributed 
more than $70,000 to the 
American Cancer Society.

In recent years, however, 
Ehlers said participation has 
dwindled, even after discon-
tinuing the overnight format.

“Th e last two years in the 
park have been so blazing 
hot,” she said. 

“And for elderly people, 
it’s hard to get around on the 
uneven ground.”

She said moving Relay 
activities indoors will keep 
all the action in one place — 
rather than spread across the 
park — and it will mean less 
work for volunteers facilitat-
ing the outdoor setup.

“We’re doing something 
new, and we’re hoping it will 
attract new people,” Ehlers 
said.

“Just come and show up, 
eat supper and have fun.”

Th e June 7 event will start 
at 5 p.m. with a catered meal, 
and the program — speakers, 
silent auction, ponytail auc-
tion, and more — will be from 
7 to 9 p.m.

Now is the time for par-
ticipants to get involved and 
or to  donate to the Relay For 
Life of Rock County.

Teams should sign up 
soon at relayforlife.org or 
by contacting Ehlers at 283-
4463. 

Oh, the joy of Min-
nesota in spring! 

It keeps us guessing, 
but at this point, I’m not 
expecting an early spring. 
Good or bad, we are just 
along for the ride and we 
just have to adapt.

So, if you are into 
starting your own tomato and pepper plants 
indoors, I would recommend waiting for 
another week or two. 

Th ose two vegetable plants will not 
tolerate cold, and getting them started too 
early will result in tall, lanky plants that 
will have a hard time adjusting to the cruel 
world when you plant them in your garden.

Walking through my yard on Sunday, I 
noticed quite a few daff odil and tulip leaves 
poking up through the wood mulch. I know 
some people get concerned when they see 
those new little shoots and then the weather 
turns nasty.  

But the cold will not aff ect them at this 
stage because they are accustomed to the 
night temperature being below freezing, so 
that puts the brakes on quick growth. Th en 
we are getting more snow, so that will be 
insulation to provide another layer of pro-

tection. Th e snow is especially benefi cial for 
strawberry plants in addition to any perenni-
als that emerge early.

I’m inviting anyone interested to attend 
either or both of the two seminars I will be 
giving for the Love the Ladies Expo at Grand 
Prairie Events this Saturday.

At 10 a.m. I’ll be coaching new gardeners 
about the basics to get started gardening. I 
want every serious gardener to be successful, 
so what I have to share will be encouraging 
and educational.

 At 2 p.m. I’m going to demonstrate fl ower 
arranging in its simplest form ... that means 
everyone with just a few or with lots of fl ow-
ers can learn how to make an arrangement. ... 
Again, we’ll have fun just understanding how 
to make it work.

Did I mention that the event is free to 
attend?

KNOW IT AND GROW IT

By George Bonnema, 
Luverne Horticulturalist

Medicare will begin issu-
ing a completely new type of 
Medicare card this spring. 

Th e new cards will have a 
new Medicare number format 
that is unique to each person, 
rather than using a Social Se-
curity number. 

Th e cards will have ran-
domly assigned numbers 
called Medicare Benefi ciary 
Identifiers (MBI). The MBI 
will replace the existing Social 
Security-based Health Insur-

ance Claim Number (HICN), 
both on the cards and in vari-
ous government and health 
care systems. 

This change will help 
prevent fraud, fi ght identify 
theft and protect private in-
formation.

People who are already 
on Medicare will receive their 
new card sometime between 
April 2018 and April 2019.

Th ey will be mailed to the 
address Social Security has on 

fi le. Th ose on Medicare should 
make sure their address is up-
 to-date, or call Social Security 
at 1-800-772-1213 or visit www.
myssa.gov to make sure.

Th e Senior LinkAge Line 
can off er assistance at 1-800-
333-2433 or at to www.Min-
nesotaHelp.info. It’s a free ser-
vice of the Minnesota Board 
on Aging, the Minnesota State 
Health Insurance Assistance 
Program and Minnesota Se-
nior Medicare Patrol.

Relay for LIfe/
from page 1A

April snow delays vegetable planting; 
see demonstrations at Expo April 7

New Medicare cards issued in 2018

Meetings
Pink Ladies of Sanford Luverne Hospital will meet 

at noon Monday, April 9, in the Sanford Blue Mound 
Room for a potluck salad luncheon and business meet-
ing. Members are asked to bring their own dishes and 
silverware.

Blue Mound Quilters will meet at 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, April 9, at the Rock County Library to discuss the 
upcoming quilt show and have a demonstration. New 
members are always welcome.

Matthew 6 Board of Directors will meet at 7 p.m. 
Monday, April 9, at the Luverne Pizza Ranch.

Luverne Lions Club will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, 
April 9, at the Luverne Pizza Ranch. Visitors are welcome.

Rock County VFW Post 2757 will meet at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 10, in the Herreid Military Museum. Call 
Buck, 449-0632.

Lady Luverne Red Hats will meet at 11:30 a.m. Friday, 
April 13, at the Green Lantern in Hardwick for lunch fol-
lowed by cards and games. Call Donna at 507-283-8019 
by April 11 to RSVP.

 Parkinson’s Support Group will meet at 1 p.m. 
Th ursday, April 19, at St. John Lutheran Church in Luverne. 
Speaker Gary Pauley PWP will speak on the journey of 
Parkinson’s disease. Call 507-530-3307 with questions.

Narcotics Anonymous meets at a new time: 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Fridays in the basement of St. Catherine 
Catholic Rectory, 203 E. Brown St., Luverne. Use east 
door. Call 507-220-0137 with questions.

Women’s Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 8 p.m. 
Mondays in the United Methodist Church.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 8 p.m. Wednesdays 
and Saturdays in the United Methodist Church, Luverne. 
Call 605-321-4324.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 8 to 9 p.m. every 
Tuesday in Runals Hall, Edgerton. Call 507-215-2956.

LHS spring play April 6-7
Luverne High School will present its spring play, a 

comedy mystery called “Writing a Will Can Be Murder” 
by Eddie McPherson, Friday, April 6, and Saturday, April 
7, in the school auditorium. Both productions of the 
85-minute, two-act play begin at 7 p.m. Concessions are 
available. Cost is $6 for adults, $4 for students. Activity 
passes are accepted.

Grief Support Group starts April 5
Sanford Luverne Hospice will off er a fi ve-week Grief 

Support Group from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Th ursdays from April 
5 through May 3 in the Blue Mound Room of Sanford 
Luverne Medical Center. Th e meetings are free, confi -
dential and open to anyone in the area grieving the loss 
of a loved one. Pre-register by calling 507-283-1805.

Friday night Revelations April 6
Th e Luverne chapter of the Christian Motorcylists 

Association will host Friday night Bible study of Revela-
tions at 7 p.m. starting April 6 at the First Assembly of 
God Church on County Road 4 west of Luverne. Call 
507-920-8656 for information.

National Library Week April 8-14
To celebrate National Library Week April 8-14, the 

Rock County Library will host an open house from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Th ursday, April 12, with refreshments and 
drawings for prizes.

A special treat for children will be Jim Oliver’s pre-
sentation of the puppet show, “Th e Singing Children,” at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday, April 14. 

Performing arts workshop April 14
Youth in grades 5 through 12 are invited to the Rock 

County 4-H Performing Arts Workshop Saturday, April 
14, at the Rock County Extension Offi  ce in Luverne.

Th e workshop will be from 9 to 11:30 a.m. and is free 
to 4-H’ers and non-members. Focus of the workshop 
will be on stage acting and include learning about the 
basics that includes dancing. Register by Friday, April 5 
by calling or emailing the Extension offi  ce at 507-283-
1302 or mnext-rock@umn.edu.

Free Southern Gospel Concert April 15
Th e American Reformed Church in Luverne will 

sponsor a free Southern Gospel Concert at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
April 15, at the church. Th e group “Triumphant Sound 
Quartet” will perform from 3 to 5 p.m. Refreshments 
follow. 

Mavis Fodness photo/0405 April Snow

April (snow) showers bring … ?
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50  A iversary
Card Shower

 Due to inclement weather the Annual 
meeting of the policyholders of the Beaver 

Creek Mutual Insurance Company, has been 
postponed until Tuesday, April 10th at 2:00pm at the 
Luverne Pizza Ranch for the purpose of electing 1 Director 
for a term of three years, for hearing reports of Offi cers for 
the past year, and to conduct such other business as may 
properly come before the meeting. Every Policyholder is 
sincerely requested and urged to be present. 

Door prizes will be given at the meeting. Lunch will be 
served following the meeting.
BY ORDER OF THE DIRECTORS

Bernard Uilk, President
Mike Engesser, Secretary

BEAVER CREEK MUTUAL INSURANCE 
COMPANY ANNUAL MEETING

RESCHEDULED

By Lori Sorenson
Luverne now has an up-

dated comprehensive plan to 
guide city development for the 
next 10 years, according to City 
Council action on March 27.

“One thing that struck 
me is that our city leaders 
wanted a useable document 

— not just a big book that sits 
on the shelf — to keep them 
grounded as they plan for the 
future,” Councilwoman Caro-
line Th orson said at the March 
27 City Council meeting.

She also said Luverne’s 
plan is unique from other 
city plans in that it identifi es 
tourism — making Luverne 
a travel destination — and 
urban design as priorities.

Th orson is the city liaison 
member on the Planning 
and Zoning Commission 
that adopted the plan after 
the March 20 public meeting 
and recommended the City 
Council approve it.

Council members praised 
Building and Zoning Su-
pervisor Chad McClure and 
Luverne Economic Devel-
opment Authority Director 
Holly Sammons for leading 
the process.

“It’s about how we see 
growth happening around 
the city with infrastructure, 
community development, 
industry, housing, destination 
branding, land use and more,” 
Sammons told the EDA in 
February.

“Th is tool provides a stra-
tegic plan for all the things 
we’ve talked about in the past 
few years.”

In August 2016, the city 
contracted with consultants 
Bolton and Menk, Mankato, 
for $50,000 to guide the pro-
cess, and Sammons said 
the professional service was 
valuable in coordinating the 
interrelated eff orts of various 
groups involved.

The “interrelated ele-
ments” working together 
in the comprehensive plan 
include:

•demographics and data 
analysis.

•land use planning and 
zoning.

•housing.
•parks and trails and natu-

ral resources.
•transportation.
•infrastructure and utili-

ties.
•tourism.
•urban design and eco-

nomic development.
Th e city’s Comprehensive 

Plan, as in year s past, is an 
amendable document, but 
specifi es fi rm goals. Among 
these are:

•work with the city, school 
and county on a solution to 
child care shortage. 

•expand recreational op-
portunities by renovating and 
expanding the pool and fi tness 
center and adding an indoor 
walking track.

•facilitate the construction 
of workforce housing along 
with an overall increase in 
residential construction to 
meet housing needs.

•enhance tourism and 
destination branding initia-
tives and take advantage of 
the 210,000 people within a 30-
mile radius of the community 
who could contribute to the 
local economy.

•construct the necessary 
infrastructure — roads, electri-
cal substation and utilities — to 
facilitate growth and expan-
sion of the industrial park.

•acquire and develop 
property to accommodate 
the future need for residential, 
commercial and industrial 
growth.

•continue trail develop-
ment to enhance recreational 
opportunities and provide 
connections to other com-
munity amenities.

“Th is plan identifi es places 
where change is needed and 
sets the type of land use and lo-
cation to meet the needs of the 
community,” the document 
points out in the introductory 
statement.

“It has the larger eff ect of 
infl uencing the character of 
the community and the quality 
of life in Luverne.”

The document itself is 
available to the public on the 
city’s website, cityofl uverne.
org.

City approves 10-year 
comprehensive plan 

to guide future growth

and didn’t talk, it would be a little over two hours, but of course 
we’ll talk a little bit, and there will be an intermission.”

Rolling is lead guitarist and sings lead in some pieces, as 
do most of the all-Rock County musicians. 

Susan Skattum plays keyboard. On drums is Dean Luethje, 
Keith Maine plays bass guitar, and Chris Nowatzki plays guitar.

Susan Schneekloth is lead female vocalist, and newcomer 
Shawn Kinsinger is lead male vocalist for this show, plus he 
contributes percussion, saxophone and keyboard.

“Shawn is an amazing talent,” Rolling said. “He’s the life 
of the party.”

Rolling said Kinsinger epitomizes the group’s purpose — 
to showcase local talent.

“Th at’s been the plan for this group from Day 1,” he said. 
“We’re hoping to draw more Luverne musicians out of the 
woodwork for future shows.”

Th e group organized last year as a way to bring local musical 
talent together for events that would also benefi t a local charity.

Th eir fi rst show, a Tribute to the Steve Miller Band, part-
nered with the Luverne Street Music non-profi t and performed 
to large crowds with rave reviews.

“I think we proved 
that you don’t have to be 
an experienced musician 
to get up on stage and put 
on a good show,” Rolling 
said.

Th e charity compo-
nent also proved to be 
successful.

“I think we’ve stum-
bled across a pretty good 
formula for the fundrais-
ing part of it,” Rolling said 
about partnering with lo-
cal non-profi ts. “Th ere’s 
really not a lot they need 
to do, and they benefi t 
from the proceeds.”

Th e “One Hit Won-
ders” show starts at 8 
p.m. Saturday, April 14. Tickets are available online at www.
palacetheatre.us or at the Palace Box Offi  ce at 104 East Main 
Street. Hours are from  noon to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Th e phone number is 507-283-4339.

Th e Locals to perform Oct. 13 and Dec. 15
Th e Locals have two more shows already booked at the 

Palace this year. 
On Oct. 13, the Saturday of the Governor’s Pheasant 

Hunting Opener in Luverne, their charity partner will be the 
Green Earth Players.

“It will be half theatrical and half musical,” Rolling said, 

By Mavis Fodness
Rock County Commis-

sioners unanimously agreed 
March 20 to return just over 
two acres of highway right-
of-way back to the adjacent 
property owners.

Th e resolution vacated .53 
acres to Charles Schriver and 
1.28 acres to Gerald Brugge-
man along County Road 4 in 
Section 35 of Beaver Creek 
Township. 

Th e parcels are located 
near Manley and the Bur-
lington Northern Sante Fe 
Railroad.

County Engineer Mark 
Sehr recommended vacating 
the 2.18 acres that were part of 
the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation’s 1977 Trunk 
Highway Turnback program.

Sehr has no plans to ex-
pand County Road 4, which 
means the easements are no 
longer necessary.

“We don’t see any public 
need or purpose for it,” he said.

Fifty years ago, County 
Road 4 was a state-maintained 
highway through Rock County 
to Sioux Falls. 

With the completion of 
Interstate 90 in the 1960s, state 
offi  cials turned former state 
highways and resulting land 
easements back to counties 

in 1977. 
As the state highway sys-

tem began in the 1920s, ease-
ments were acquired in an-
ticipation of possible highway 
expansions.

Sehr said he wasn’t aware 
of the easements until Schriver 
inquired about cutting down 
a tree located on a diff erent 
right-of-way property. 

Commissioners vacated 
those 1.03 acres to Schriver 
in 2017.

Both Schriver and Brug-
geman have maintained the 
current irregularly shaped 
right-of-way parcels  as part 
of their own properties for 
several years.

Property taxes will be 
assessed to the new property 
owners in 2019.

County ok’s giving 
more ROW tracts to 
adjacent landowners

adding that the group will write original plays that correlate 
with the musical theme.

Without spoiling the surprise, Rolling described it as 
a “spoof on Elvira, Mistress of the Dark,” (played by D.J 
Luethje) who bears Elvis Presley’s child after he dies.

On Dec. 15 the Locals will perform a “Rock ‘n Roll 
Christmas,” with what they hope will be new Luverne tal-
ent. “If someone wants to be part of this one, they should 
contact us,” Rolling said.

Locals to play ‘One Hit Wonders’ April 14/continued from 1A

Keith Maine plays bass guitar for The Locals band.

Shawn Kinsinger (left) is lead vocalist for many of the 
songs, but he also plays percussion with Dean Luethje.

Kenny Rolling (left) is lead guitarist and sings lead in some numbers for the April 14 “One Hit Wonders.” Pictured at right, 
Susan Schneekloth (in foreground) is lead female vocalist and Susan Skattum (back) plays keyboard.

Lori Sorenson photos/0405 the locals band nowatzki

Chris Nowatzki plays guitar for The Locals. Pictured with him Monday night in the 
Carnegie are Susan Skattum on keyboard and lead female vocalist Susan Schneekloth.
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ON SECOND 
THOUGHT

 By Lori Sorenson, editor
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STAR HERALD EDITORIAL

April 21 
will be an 
anniversary 
of sorts. 

On that 
day 25 years 
ago, I began 
what would 
become a 
long-term re-
lationship with the Star Herald.

When Roger Tollefson of-
fered me the job, I was already 
in a relationship with the 
Worthington Daily Globe.

Breaking up is hard to do. 
But I did, sensing a daytime 

relationship would be healthier 
than my nighttime copy editing 
at the Globe.

And, of course, it didn’t 
hurt that Luverne was closer to 
my parents in Kenneth.

And so began the new rela-
tionship.

Other than a front-page 
story announcing a new editor, 
it started out as most relation-
ships do, casually.

After all, I was young. 
Th ings could change. Life could 
change. And my journalism de-
gree had groomed me for daily 
newspapers, after all.

I might be too good for a 
small weekly. 

Th e feelings were appar-
ently mutual.

On her fi rst day, the newbie 
was trusted with stories about a 
Rotary Club speaker and a new 
surgeon coming to town. 

Not exactly memorable 
assignments, but fair, given the 
circumstances.

A week later we were still 
together — the paper didn’t fi re 
me and I didn’t quit.

And so the relationship 
blossomed. 

Soon I was writing columns 
and attending County Board 
meetings.

Th e fi rst meeting gener-
ated stories about the auditor 
treasurer positions combining, 
solutions for an aging jail build-
ing and about local childhood 
immunizations falling behind.

Meaty stuff .
Th e stuff  you’d fi nd in a 

daily newspaper. 
But my college friends who 

were married to daily newspa-
pers questioned my judgment.

“Aren’t you bored?” asked 
one who covered cops and 
courts in St. Paul.

“Does anything even happen 
in those sleepy little towns?”

Actually, I told them, my 
new relationship was quite 
satisfying. What I was doing here 
mattered. And my readers of-
fered feedback. 

Sometimes immediate. 
Sometimes in the grocery 

store or at church. 
Sometimes it wasn’t pleas-

ant (if a name was misspelled 
or if someone’s child was in the 
court news), but often it was 
positive, especially with happy 
feature stories.

It all added up to healthy 
communication.

Which leads to a healthy 
relationship. Which has a way of 
leading to a long-term, commit-
ted relationship.

We stayed together, the 
newspaper and I, for better or 
worse, in sickness and health.

A 100-year fl ood ravaged 
Rock County only a month into 
my new job. 

And there were many, many 
“for worse” stories — a drown-
ing, a public suicide, felony drug 
sales and other tragedies — in 
that fi rst year.

Th ese were trying times (not 
unlike those found in a daily 
newspaper).

But there were many more 
“for better” stories — endearing 
stories about cancer survival 
and personal achievements and 
business successes and commu-
nity growth.

Week after week, through 
joys and sorrows, I grew ever 
more fond of my Star Herald and 
its readers and their communi-
ties.

For 25 years. 
Half a lifetime. Mine, at least. 

I’ll be 50 this year.
Happy anniversary, dear 

readers. 
I wish us many more.

For better or worse,
casual relationship results 

in 25-year anniversary

Countless hours are given by 
our local volunteers to various 
causes in and around Rock County.

Th ese selfl ess individuals never 
want repayment. Th ey don’t like 
being singled out, but we want to 
recognize this dedicated group of 
individuals and encourage others 
that it’s never too late to join them.

Tuesday was National Service 
Recognition Day as proclaimed by 
the Rock County Commissioners.

“We are grateful for the dedica-
tion and sacrifi ce of these citizens 
who are helping make our great 
county stronger, safer and healthier,” 
the proclamation read. 

“And we encourage residents 
to recognize the positive impact of 
national service in our community, 
to thank those who serve, and to 
fi nd ways to give back to their com-

Thank a volunteer today

munities.”
Many organizations rely on vol-

unteers to carry out their missions 
but none are as large or as diverse 
as A.C.E. of Rock County.

In 2018 A.C.E. (Advocate. Con-
nect. Educate.) managed 439 people 
and their giving of 50,485 hours 
through the local volunteer agency.

The unselfish nature of our 
volunteers equaled 25 full-time em-
ployee hours to activities in educa-
tion, non-profi t groups, health  care 
and government agencies.

Volunteers are important mem-

bers of our society and they should 
be made to feel important.

For those who are thinking 
about giving of their time, it’s not 
too late.

According to Rock County’s 
recently signed resolution, pro-
grams like A.C.E. expand economic 
opportunities by creating a more 
sustainable community by provid-
ing education, career skills and lead-
ership abilities for those who serve.

We thank all of you who fi nd 
ways to give back to our communi-
ties.

VOICE OF
OUR READERSTo the Editor:

I see that the talking heads in 
D.C. want to grill Zuckerberg about 
the privacy of our communications.

Th e Russians, Chinese, North Ko-
reans, Iranians and others routinely 
steal stuff  from our computers and 
they’re worried about Zuckerberg 
gleaning a little info from public 
information?

Years ago, before the computer 

age, if you happened to donate 
money to a national nonprofi t “save 
the environment” group, after a while 
you would be getting solicitations 
from every nonprofi t trying to save 
every thing on the earth. How did 
that happen?

Of course, the hypocrisy is over-
whelming. One of the foundations of 
our democracy is the secret ballot. I 
would like our socially conscientious 

and politically correct politicos to 
explain exactly how g errymander-
ing works!

Bill Frakes
Luverne

Frakes: Democracy founded
on secret ballot

In an eff ort to improve health 
care in Minnesota for out-of-
state patients, state Rep. Joe 
Schomacker (R-Luverne) is 
sponsoring legislation that would 
create a nurse licensure compact.

“Our local hospitals tell me 
all the time that it’s difficult 
under current law to not have a 
compact in place,” Schomacker 
said. “For example, if someone 
comes from Rock Rapids or Gar-
retson and receives treatment 
at a southwestern Minnesota 
hospital, it can be problematic for 
nurses who need to call back with 
a prescription or follow up due 
to the problems associated with 
exchanging medical information 
across state lines.”

Schomacker’s Nurse Licen-
sure Compact gives nurses the 
opportunity to be licensed in 
the nurse’s home state or state 
of residency (if the state is part 

To the Editor:
My name is Dr. Joshua Crabtree 

and I live and work in Luverne.  I have 
been a family physician for Sanford 
Clinic in Luverne since August of 
2002. 

I am hopeful that our Rock 
County lawmakers will support HF 
3291/SF 3006, a common-sense bill 
that would dedicate ongoing funding 
to tobacco cessation services here 
in Minnesota. Th e following stats 
are reasons why this is so important:

•Over 6,300 Minnesotans die 
each year from tobacco use.

•580,000 Minnesota adults still 
smoke and need help quitting.

•Smokers’ health care costs 
average 34 percent higher than 
nonsmokers’.

•In Minnesota the annual cost of 
smoking is estimated at over $7 bil-
lion: more than $3 billion in excess 
health care costs and $4 billion in 
lost productivity.

Minnesota physicians and medi-

cal providers need a trustworthy, 
statewide resource to refer patients 
who are trying to quit smoking 
and tobacco use. At our clinic we 
regularly refer patients who want to 
quit tobacco to QUITPLAN Services, 
Minnesota’s statewide cessation 
service, which off ers free help to any 
tobacco user in Minnesota. It has 
been proven that smoking cessation 
eff orts have been and will continue 
to be successful.

•Cessation counseling combined 
with medications can more than triple 
the chances of a smoker successfully 
quitting.

•QUITPLAN® Services has helped 
more than 170,000 Minnesota smok-
ers.

•For every dollar Minnesota 
invests in counseling and nicotine 
medications, $1.29 would be saved 
annually.

Statewide cessation services are 
essential to help smokers kick the 
habit and embrace healthier lives. 

Th e evidence is clear that having the 
right cessation medication, quitting 
tools and support makes it much 
more likely people will succeed in 
quitting. Th ese services will no lon-
ger be available to all Minnesotans 
by 2020 unless legislators act now. A 
prudent taxpayer question might be 

“Why have we not spent more on this 
life-saving and money-saving eff ort, 
especially when the money should 
be there for the state to use?”

Th e state of Minnesota collected 
more than $840 million in tobacco 
taxes and
settlement fees last year;   yet less than 
1 percent of that was spent on tobacco 
prevention and cessation.

Please consider this informa-
tion when deciding on HF 3291/SF 
3006.  Th ere are too many Minneso-
tans that need this help to not move 
forward and support this bill.

Joshua Crabtree, MD
Sanford Health

Luverne

Crabtree: Tobacco cessation services need to continue
of the compact) to practice in 
other member states. States must 
adopt the compact through legisla-
tion in order to be members, and 
Schomacker’s legislation would 
allow Minnesota to become a 
member of the Nurse Licensure 
Compact. Currently 29 other states 
are involved with the compact.

In a 2017 survey of licensed 
nurses from the state board of 
nursing, more than 80 percent of 
nurses support adoption of the 
compact. Th e same survey showed 
that of nurses that have a compact 
license today from another state, 93 
percent of them found the compact 
benefi cial to their profession.

“We want to make it easier for 
hospitals to provide health care, 
make it easier for nurses to practice 
in their fi eld and this is a great way 
to get that done. Th e best part is that 
nurses overwhelmingly want it too,” 
Schomacker concluded.

Rep. Schomacker’s bill makes it easier
for nurses to do their jobs across state lines
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507-283-2345
104 N. Freeman Ave.
Luverne, Minnesota

www.rockcountyeyeclinic.com

Rock County Eye Clinic, locally owned, community involved, clearly different.

 April 
 Spring 
Sale

50% off frame 
with 

purchase 
of lenses 

Sale ends 4/30/18SSSSaaaaaaalleeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeennnddddddss 4444444//////333333333000000/11118888888888888
Offer cannot be combined with insurance.

By Lori Sorenson
Rock County deputies 

seized two pounds of mari-
juana and arrested four people 
last week after stopping a 
speeding car on I-90.

According to the com-
plaint fi led in Rock County 
District Court, deputies were 
notified around 7 p.m. on 
March 27 that a red Camaro 
with Washington plates was 
speeding eastbound from the 
South Dakota border.

A deputy pulled the car 
over as it approached the Bea-
ver Creek exit after his radar 
recorded its speed at 96 mph.

Approaching the driver’s 
side of the vehicle, he im-
mediately detected a strong 
odor of marijuana coming 
from the car.

He spoke with the driver, 

18-year-old Jasiah Inpeace 
Tolbert of Tacoma, Wash-
ington, who acknowledged 
speeding, but thought it was 
more like 77 mph.

Tolbert didn’t have a 
driver’s license — only a per-
sonal ID, and he apologized 
for speeding.

Meanwhile, a second 
deputy arrived at the scene 
and confi rmed the strong odor 
of marijuana.

When asked about the 
odor, Tolbert blamed a back 
seat passenger, 18-year-old 
Nakita Lafayedra Blue, who 
had a vape pen pure THC in it.

According to the com-
plaint, Blue told deputies 
that the car belonged to her 
and that they were going to 
her grandmother’s funeral in 
Tennessee.

She reportedly admitted 
to vaping THC to get high and 
volunteered to look for the pen, 
but deputies said they would 
search the vehicle.

Tolbert and 19-year-old 
Sophia Lynn Blakeslee were 
placed in one squad car, and 
Blue and 20-year-old Carlo 
Devon Williams  were placed 
in the other.

When searching the Ca-
maro, deputies found loose 
marijuana all over the interior 
(a total of 1.4 grams), a plastic 
cup with loose marijuana, a 
roach clip, a purple vape pen 
for THC and a black pen for 
tobacco, THC oil refill for 
the vape pen, multiple scent 
containers and numerous $1 
bills all over the car’s interior.

In the trunk they found a 
small bag with two more THC 

vape pen refi lls and another 
larger plastic bag contain-
ing more than 2 pounds of 
marijuana.

All four were taken to the 
Rock County Law Enforce-
ment Center in Luverne for 
questioning.

In separate interviews the 
individuals’ stories weren’t 
consistent about who the 
marijuana belonged to or 
about where they were going.

Some said it was a cousin’s 
funeral and another called 
it a family get-together. One 
claimed to “know nothing 
about anything.”

All four individuals were 
charged with various degrees 
of drug possession, and Tol-
bert faces additional charges 
of driving without a license 
and speeding.

Dispatch report
March 23
•Complainant reported 

drug search at Luverne High 
School. 

•Complainant reported 
motor vehicle theft. 

•Complainant requested 
to speak with deputy regard-
ing a disturbing the peace 
complaint.

•Complainant reported a 
ding in her car from a car in 
Teal’s parking lot.

•Complainant reported 
a really nasty scam on his 
phone.

•Complainant reported 
a welfare check in Beaver 
Creek.

•Complainant requested 
a welfare check on Cedar 
Street.

March 24
•911 call static muffl  ed; 

same upon call back.
•Complainant requested 

deputy to assist G&S with 
lights.

•Complainant reported 
an accident on Main Street.

•Complainant requested 
a deputy in Garretson. Th inks 
neighbor is throwing beer 
bottles on their lawn and 
driveway.

•Complainant reported 
the snow plow hit their 
mailbox.

•Complainant reported a 
white trailblazer has not been 
moved and the snow plow 
will have to plow around it.

•Complainant reported 
unknown vehicle is blocking 
the driveway on East Park 
Street.

March 25
•Deputy conducted a 

roadside assist.
•Complainant reported 

his ex stole his things while 
he was out camping.

•Complainant reported 
a blue VW Passat type car 
driving around being noisy 
on Cedar Street.

•Complainant reported 
a bike has been lying on his 
sidewalk for a week on War-
ren Street.

•Complainant reported 
stalled vehicle on Main Street.

March 26
•Complainant reported 

assault in Beaver Creek.
•Complainant reported 

stalled vehicle on Highway 
270.

•Complainant called Law 
Enforcement Center and re-
quested to speak with deputy 
regarding child abuse.

•Complainant reported 
theft of medication in Hills.

•Complainant requested 
escort to impound for vehicle 
release.

•Complainant requested 
welfare check on Blue Mound 
Ave.

•Property returned to 
owner.

•Complainant reported 
she can’t fi nd her mom.

•Complainant reported 

someone plowed a bunch of 
snow into roadway on County 
Road 8 and it is impassable.

•Complainant reported 
domestic assault on Blue 
Mound Ave.

•Complainant reported 
welfare check on Main Street.

•Complainant reported 
a car parked outside running 
for a half hour. 

March 27
•Received a 911 misdial 

from Hills number.
•Complainant requested 

welfare check in Hardwick. 
•Report of car accident 

on Estey Street.
•Complainant reported 

a trailer in the lane of traffi  c 
on Christiansen Drive. 

•Complainant requested 
to speak with deputy about a 
previous issue.

•Complainant reported 
mail tampering in Hills.

•Complainant reported 
mail theft in Hills.

•Complainant reported 
pedestrian light malfunction 
on Main Street.

•Complainant reported 
alarm at Rock County Court 
House. 

March 28
•Property found.
•Complainant reported 

a purse was taken from her 
home on McKenzie Street.

•Complainant requested 
to fi le slander charges.

•Complainant reported 
suicidal juvenile at Luverne 
High School.

•Complainant reported 
metal debris in roadway on 
I-90.

March 29
•Complainant reported 

vandalism on Oakley Street.
•Complainant reported a 

New Vision truck just went by. 
He rode his jake brake from 
the radio station into town. 

•Complainant reported 
someone just broke into his 
house on Warren Street.

•Complainant reported 
he is a victim of identity theft.

•Complainant reported 
a dog is chasing some kids.

•Complainant reported 
he is getting harassing calls 
day and night.

•Complainant report-
ed possible domestic on 
Luverne Street. Requested 
welfare check.

•Complainant reported 
a driving complaint. 

•ERU callout for barri-
caded subject.

In addition, offi  cers also 
responded to 19 traffi  c stops, 
15 ambulance runs, 10 per-
mits to purchase/carry, 1 
driver’s license check, 12 
burn permits, 4 fi ngerprint 
requests, 6 escorts, 7 vehicles 
in the ditch, 1 test, 5 animal 
complaints, 6 drug court tests, 
6 child maltreatment reports , 
1 abandoned vehicle, 1 public 
assist, 5 paper service at-
tempts, 1 background check 
and 1 warrant. 

City crews on March 28 began the demolition process at 
319 N. Freeman by clearing the house of personal items 
and hazardous materials. The house will be demolished 
later this spring as part of the city’s ongoing blight re-
moval process. According to city offi cials, the property 
was vacated due to heating equipment failure, which in 
turn caused the entire plumbing system to freeze up and 
become unusable. An inspection revealed a “substantial 
amount of mold, asbestos and water damage throughout 
the structure” prompting the structure to be declared unfi t 
for human occupancy. It was determined that repairing the 
house would be cost prohibitive. The city paid $15,000 to 
Danelle Hamilton for the property; closing date was March 9.

Lori Sorenson photos/0405 demolition at 319 north freeman

City buys house on 
North Freeman Avenue

Deputies arrest four drug suspects on I-90

Think no one reads 
the little ads?
Think again.

Call 283-2333 
to advertise.

Read us  onl ine!

www.star-herald .com
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CELEBRATIONS

MENU

Mike Haburn and Peyton Ar-
ends, both of Osakis, announce 
their engagement.

Peyton is the daughter of 
Paul and Teresa Arends, Luverne. 
She is a 2011 graduate of Luverne 
High School and is currently 
employed at Walgreens.

Mike is the son of Jodi Ha-
burn, St. Cloud, and Ralph Bran-
denburg, Madison, Wisconsin. 
He is a 2012 graduate of Foley 
High School and a 2017 graduate 
of Alexandria Community and 
Technical College. He is em-
ployed at Brenton Engineering.

Th e couple is planning a 
June 16, 2018, wedding at Grace 
Lutheran Church in Luverne.

ENGAGEMENT

Peyton Arends
and Mike Haburn

REMEMBER WHEN

10 years ago (2008)
•Th e Luverne School Board last week approved a one-year 

leave of absence for choir instructor Kyle Eastman to further 
his education.

He will complete his master’s of music in music education 
with an emphasis in choral conducting at Northern Arizona 
University in Flagstaff , Ariz., where he’s studied for the past 
two summers.

Eastman said he wants to further his education partly be-
cause of a personal goal, but also because he’ll learn new ways 
of teaching and presenting music, which benefi ts his students.

Eastman said he feels that choral music, and singing in 
general is one of the most “intimate ways” to promote music, 
which benefi ts his students. 

 

25 years ago (1993)
•Dale Dean Dafoe, 24, Sioux Falls, was charged April 11 

with six felony counts surrounding the March 16 abduction of 
a Luverne woman.

Dafoe is charged with one count of kidnapping, four counts 
of sexual assault and one count of assault. According to the 
complaint, Dafoe kidnapped the woman from Luverne. She 
escaped in Mitchell, S.D.

According to the Mitchell Police Department, after she 
escaped Dafoe led the South Dakota Highway Patrol on a high-
speed chase east from Mitchell on Interstate 90. Th e chase ended 
in Minnehaha County near the Humboldt exit, where Dafoe 
apparently shot himself in the neck. He is currently being held 
by South Dakota authorities.

50 years ago (1968)
•Rain, totaling .72 inches, fell here yesterday up to 1 p.m. 

bringing badly needed moisture as the planting season is get-
ting under way.

Only a little over an inch of moisture has been recorded here 
during the past three months. Th e Sioux Falls weather bureau 
reported this week that the past six months have been the driest 
the area has experienced in the last 70 years. 

Th e .31 of an inch of rain which fell on March 18 enabled 

the farmers to fi nd suffi  cient surface moisture in the ground 
so that they could do their small grain planting. However, very 
little small grain is sown in this day and age, and their concern 
is now for suffi  cient moisture for the planting of their corn and 
soybean crops.

75 years ago (1943)
•Tin, one of the nation’s most scarce, yet most important 

metals, will be collected in Luverne on Friday, April 9, it was 
announced this week by Alvin Fitzer, chairman of the local tin 
salvage committee.

Because the war has cut off  normal tin supplies, the nation’s 
needs must be almost solely obtained from scrap and especially 
from tin cans. A new detinning process, introduced last fall, make 
it possible now to remove all the tin from tin cans, and at the same 
time, conserve the iron that goes into the making of the cans.

All housewives are urged to cooperate with the local com-
mittee next week by placing their tin cans (cleaned and fl attened) 
in a box on the curb in front of their homes. Trucks will be sent 
out to collect them on that day, and the tin collected will go to 
Marshall where it will be shipped together with collection from 
other towns in southwestern Minnesota to a detinning plant. 

100 years ago (1918)
•Rock County is again called upon to furnish men for army 

service. Th is time the quota consists of thirteen registrants for 
the mechanical department of the aviation corps, and they are to 
entrain here next Monday for Cincinnati, Ohio, where they will be 
given a special course of instruction at the Cincinnati university 
before being assigned to an aviation corps.

 Under the orders received by the local board the fi rst of the 
week, the quota must be made up wholly of registrants who are 
in class 1, but anyone in this class is privileged to volunteer his 
services, and if the required number are not secured by enlist-
ments, the board will be compelled to draft enough men to bring 
the quota up to the required number taking only such men as 
are deemed well qualifi ed for this branch of the service. Th e 
requirements call only for quick thinking, intelligent men who 
have completed at least the eighth grade of a grammar school.

Luverne High School 
concert band received supe-
rior marks from judges at the 
recent Large Group Ensemble 
Contest in Pipestone.

Th e concert band earned 
superior marks from the 
judges of 39, 39 and 37.

According to director 
Richard Owen, the maximum 
score is 40. A superior rating is 
for scoring 40-35, an excellent 
rating is for scoring 34-28, a 
good rating  for scoring 27-22 

and a fair rating for 21 or below.
Nine fi fth- and sixth-grade 

students will perform with the 
Southwest Minnesota Band 
Directors Association honor 
band April 14 in Wabasso.

Hallie Pergande, Cameron 
Smith, Maria Rops and Kather-
ine Pizel will participate in the 
fifth-grade band. Uriel Her-
nandez, Emma Lusty, Patrick 
Kroski, Nathan Kinsinger and 
Henry Hartquist will be in the 
sixth-grade band.

Superiors earned by
LHS concert band

Births
A boy, Kully James, weighing 8 

pounds, 5 ounces, and 20 1/4 inches 
long, was born Th ursday, March 8, 
2018, at Sanford Sioux Falls to Tony 
and Melissa Sandbulte, Luverne. 
He joins brothers Krosby and Hobey. 

Grandparents are Tom and 
Marlene Kopp and Donn and Sue 
Sandbulte, all of Luverne. Great-
grandmothers are Gladys Siebenahler 
and Janice Sandbulte, also of Luverne.

Open houses
An open house bridal shower for 

Kendra Doerr, bride-to-be of Trevor 
Paulsen, will be from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Saturday, April 7, at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church in Hills.

 
A bridal shower for Amanda 

Oeltjenbruns, bride-to-be of Trevor 
Englund, will be from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Saturday, April 7, at Grace Lutheran 
Church in Luverne.

Jim Johannsen will celebrate 
his 75th birthday with an open house 
from 6-9 p.m. Friday, April 27, at the 
Luverne Eagles Club. Greetings may 
also be sent to him at 110 Walnut 
Street, Room 110, Luverne, MN 56156.

Card showers
Jerry and Adell Johnson will 

celebrate their 50th anniversary on 
Saturday, April 7. Greetings may be 
sent to them at 805 N. Oakley, Luverne, 
MN 56156.

Monday, April 9: Creamed 
chicken over biscuits, broccoli, cole-
slaw, pudding. 

Program: Pinochle.
Tuesday, April 10:  Pork chop, 

gravy, mashed potatoes, buttered 
cabbage, bread, rosy applesauce.

Program: Two-buck Tuesday 
sponsored by Main Street Financial.

Wednesday, April 11: Meatloaf 
with ketchup, mashed potatoes, green 
beans, bread, pears. 

Program: Cards with Alyce.
Th ursday, April 12: Oven-crispy 

chicken, sweet potatoes, mixed veg-
etables, bread, fruit cobbler.

Program: Half price day; game 
day.

Friday, April 13: Baked fish 
with tartar sauce, au gratin potatoes, 
California blend vegetables, bread, 
dessert.

Senior Dining offers well-bal-
anced and aff ordable meals in a com-
munity atmosphere. Gift certifi cates 
are available at the meal site or online 
at www.lssmn.org/nutrition.

Call Lauree Teunissen at 283-9846 
to make dining reservations or for 
home-delivered meals.

By Mavis Fodness
Each Monday the Hardwick Goal Seek-

ers faithfully weigh in, record the results, and 
discuss how the eight members can continue 
achieving their individual health goals.

Th ey close their meetings by joining 
hands around the table. Th ey recite a poem 
about extending a caring hand because the 

“goal is a lonely road.”
Th e off er of support has been repeated at 

each meeting for 47 years. Th e group meets 
weekly at the city hall in Hardwick.

Linda Fodness of Edgerton is the last of 
the group’s founding members.

“You can be a lifer if you want to be,” she 
said. “I like the accountability. It’s a lifelong 
struggle, especially since I love food as much 
as I do.”

For daughter-in-law Deb Fodness of ru-
ral Hardwick it was a matter of a healthy life 
that pulled her to the club.

Deb discovered she was a borderline 
diabetic after she joined in 2005. Weight loss 
and a healthier diet abated the disease.

She was named Best Loser of the Year at 
the group’s celebration last month. Th e group 
had an accumulative loss of 45.5 pounds. 
Deb contributed 6 pounds to that total.

However, she is quick to credit the others 
for her success.

“Th ey all encouraged me,” Deb said.
Lucy Ask of Kenneth rejoined the group 

in 2014 because she missed the encourage-
ment and group focus on weight gain.

Th rough the 47 years, Linda Fodness said 
many members have come and gone. At its 
peak, the group had 40 members.

“It took well over an hour to weigh in,” she 

Hardwick Goal Seekers maintain ideal weight for 47 years

Mavis Fodness photos/0405 Hardwick Goal Seekers
Sadie VanGrootheest (left) and Deb Fodness join hands as Hardwick Goal Seekers president Glenda Jacobsma (center, left) and Rayola 

Bryan recite the group’s “Hand in Hand Poem” (inset) at the end of Monday’s meeting. Linda Fodness is far right.

said.
Sadie VanGrootheest of Hardwick joined in 

1977 and appreciates the sharing of information.
“I would be huge,” she said. “It helps to talk 

with each other … and give tips on what to eat 
and what not to eat.”

Monday’s program focused on meal planning 
and developing a grocery list.

Leading the discussions was Luverne’s 
Glenda Jacobsma, a member since 1984. She was 
named the group’s Miss Inspiration for 2017.

“It’s important for me to step on that scale and 
feel I wouldn’t be at the weight I am today without 
the support I feel from them,” she said.

Th e Goal Seekers are not about losing large 
amounts of weight and then leaving the group. It’s 
about keeping a balance.

Jacobsma said they use doctor-recommended 
weights and try to stay within the parameters of 3 
pounds over or 7 pounds under that number.

Being underweight is not healthy, she said, 
and the group encourages members to be closer 
to their ideal weight.

Jacobsma is one of two goalies in the group. 
She has maintained her ideal weight for an 
extended period of time. Hardwick’s Connie Pe-
tersen is the group’s other goalie. Petersen joined 
in 1992.

Petersen said it’s easy to say you’re going to 
lose or maintain a certain weight but it’s harder 
when facing the possibility yourself.

Luverne’s Colleen Cragoe, who joined in 1978, 
echoed the importance of having outside support.

“It helps to know where you’re at.  If you gain 
a pound or two, you just have to keep trying,” she 
said.

Cragoe, Linda Fodness, Deb Fodness, Sadie 
VanGrootheest, Ask and Rayola Bryan of rural Jas-

per are the group’s seekers, so named because 
they are still seeking their ideal weights.

Th e Hardwick Goal Seekers began in 
1971 and was recently a part of the Taking Off  
Pounds Sensibly or TOPS organization. Th e 
group decided to do their own programming 
instead of paying dues to an organization.

Dues are $5 per year.
“Nowhere could you get in a weight loss 

group for $5,” Jacobsma said.
To join the Hardwick Goal Seekers, con-

tact Jacobsma at 507-449- 0568. 

Rayola Bryan (left) is the offi cial weight checker 
for the Hardwick Goal Seekers. On Monday, 
she weighs Colleen Cragoe before the group’s 
weekly meeting at the Hardwick City Hall. 
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OBITUARIES

We’re sending a dove to heaven 
with a parcel on its wings,

be careful when you open it
it’s full of beautiful things.
Inside are a million kisses 

wrapped up in a million hugs,
to say how much we miss you and 

to send you all our love.
We hold you close within our hearts,

and there you will remain,
to walk with us throughout our lives 

until we see you again.  

Deeply missed by 
family & friends

IN LOVING 
MEMORY OF

7/26/60 ~4/9/11

Paula Jean 
Dickman

Raymond Merry is me-
morialized in Min-
nesota high school 
basketball history 
for coaching the 
Luverne Cardinals 
to the 1964 State 
High School Cham-
pionship. Coach Ray, 
and his “Merry Men,” 
captured the state 
high school basket-
ball title during the 
height and popularity of the 
celebrated single class era.

Ray, 88, whose humble, 
practical, family-oriented 
spirit belied his basketball 
legacy, died Monday, March 
19, 2018, at home in Plym-
outh.

Born January 6, 1930, 
in Larimore, North Dakota, 
Ray’s all-state basketball 
honor earned him a scholar-
ship to play at the University 
of North Dakota, which took a 
detour while he served in the 
Navy. He returned to UND, 
graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in education, 
and began two years active 
duty in the Army, including 
service in Korea.

Immediately “smitten” 
upon meeting Mary (Mc-
Guckin) on a blind date, he 
adored and married his 
college sweetheart in 1951, 
which subjected her to a life-
time of “explaining/spelling” 
her name alliteration, Mary 
Merry.

Along with their growing 
family, Mary was a constant 
presence courtside as Ray 
taught/coached in the Min-
nesota small towns of Mag-
nolia, Goodhue, and through 
the pinnacle state champion-
ship win in Luverne.

Th ough the Luverne Car-
dinals were predicted to be a 
perennial powerhouse, Ray 
and Mary found it necessary 
to relocate their family near 
major medical resources 
for continual treatment of 
daughter Jeanne’s osteogen-
esis imperfecta challenges. 

“Courted” by Robbinsdale 
High School, Ray coached 
the “Robins” basketball 
team from 1964-68, while 
he acquired two Masters/a 
Specialist Degree and transi-
tioned to administration as a 
principal until RHS closed in 
1982. He retired as a principal 
at Armstrong High School 
in 1987.

Retirement years allot-
ted time for home improve-
ment projects, honing master 
gardening skills (he loved 
his roses) and were divided 
between Minnesota and a 
residence in The Villages, 
Florida, until health needs 

“trumped” warm weather golf.
A gifted conversational-

ist, Ray’s focused and per-
sonal interest in every con-

Ray Merry
versation was evident in the 

many times he’d ad-
dress an individual 
by their fi rst name. 
A consummate (and 
sometimes repeti-
tive) storyteller, he’d 
preface an anecdote 
with “Th is is a true 
story” and finish 
it with a rhetorical 

“Isn’t that interest-
ing?”

Not one for pretense, 
Ray’s simple, unassuming 
side battled one unchar-
acteristic trait: Yearning to 
appear dapper and fashion-
able, (frustratingly) meant 
eschewing hearing aids 
because he didn’t like “the 
look of them.”

He was in awe of his chil-
dren (and grandchildren), yet 
dismissed his infl uential role 
in shaping their indepen-
dence, success, work ethic 
and perseverance.

Th roughout his life, Ray 
overcame challenges and 
made sacrifi ces, but one of 
the most difficult was his 
need to place his most cher-
ished wife, Mary, in memory 
care. Inseparable for many 
years, he never recovered 
from her absence. He genu-
inely believed, however, he’d 
been abundantly blessed, 
and often said, “Life doesn’t 
owe me anything.

You were a gentle, good, 
solid man, husband, father, 
coach and mentor, Ray, and 
we are the blessed ones for 
having known your love.

Ray is survived by Mary, 
his bride of 66 years (in late 
stage of Alzheimer’s); daugh-
ter Jennifer (Randy) Koski of 
Lakeland, Florida; son Bruce 
(Anne LaFrance) of Wayzata; 
son Robert of Plymouth; sis-
ter Ruby (Orville) Johnson of 
Naples, Florida; granddaugh-
ters Marissa (Mark) Ray, Bri 
(Andy) Dunbar; grandsons 
Graham (Liz) Merry, Griffi  n 
Merry (Bridget Blacker) of 
Seattle, Washington; nine 
great-grandchildren, ages 
7 months to 9 years; many 
in-laws, nieces/nephews, 
numerous lifelong friends.

His daughter Jeanne, 
sister Myrell, and parents, 
Effi  e and Elmore, preceded 
him in death.

A celebration of Ray’s 
life will be held at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, April 14, with visi-
tation 90 minutes prior at St 
Philip the Deacon Lutheran 
Church, 17205 County Rd 
6, Plymouth, MN. Private 
interment at Fort Snelling 
National Cemetery. In lieu of 
fl owers, memorials preferred 
to the MN-ND Alzheimer’s 
Association.

 (www.gearty-delmore.
com)

                                   (0405 V)

DEATH NOTICE

Henry Arnold Schmidt, 88, Luverne, died Wednesday, March 
28, 2018, at the Minnesota Veterans Home in Luverne.

A funeral service was Tuesday, April 3, at the Bethel Christian 
Reformed Church in Edgerton.

Burial followed at Hillside Cemetery.
Arrangements were provided by Colonial Funeral Home in 

Edgerton.                                                                                       (0405 DN)

Henry Schmidt

Th e following appeared in 
the Rock County Star Herald 
on May 29, 1952.

City Grants A.R. Wood Co. 
Bldg. Permit

A permit was granted by 
the city council Friday night 
to the A.R. Wood Manufactur-
ing Company here to build 
the foundations and piers for 
a new factory building. Th e 
structure, 121 feet 9 3/4 inches 
by 102 feet, will adjoin their 
present building, erected last 
year, on the east side. Th eir 
property is located just south-
east of the Warren street and 
McKenzie a venue intersection.

 Th e new building, which 
the city council was told would 
not be completed until in 
1953, will be the second unit 
of a factory-building program 
which in time is expected to 
cover an entire square block 
of ground.

Discussing the building 
plans with the council were 
A.R. Wood, president of the 
company, and D.M. Lippi, 
manager of the Luverne plant.

Will Provide Skating Rink
During the discussion, 

they told the council they 
wished to let the city use the 
north portion of their property 
as an ice skating rink for the 
children this coming fall and 
winter. It was their plan, they 
pointed out, to level the area 
north of the present building 
to Warren Street, and if the city 
would fl ood the area, provide 
lights, and keep the ice clear 
of snow, they said they would 
agree to provide a warming 
house of suitable size, and 
keep it heated during the skat-
ing season.

Th e meeting was called 
primarily to determine what 
should be done about the 
moving of a storm sewer which 
runs diagonally across the 
block of ground which the A.R. 
Wood Manufacturing owns 
and on which the new factory 
will be built. As a matter of 
fact, the storm sewer will “cut” 

Th e Luverne High School 
concert choir and the ninth-
tenth grade girls’ choir re-
ceived superior ratings at the 
recent Minnesota High School 
League Large Group Contest 
in Pipestone.

“Th ey sang beautifully and 
really gave their all that day,” 
said director Seana Graber. 

“Th ey were into the music and 
really represented us well.”

Out of scores of 40, the 
three judges rated the concert 
choir with a 38, 39, and 40.

Th e girls’ choir received 
ratings from the three judges 
of 37, 38 and 40.

Individuals participate in 
honor, festival choirs

Several middle and high 
school students represented 
Luverne in honor choirs in 

Choir receives superior rating at large group contest
Minnesota and South Dakota.

“I think it is so valuable to 
have students audition for and 
participate in honor choirs 
and choir festivals,” Graber 
said. “Th ey meet new people, 
get to sing under the direction 
of another conductor and get 
to sing challenging music.”

Five sixth-grade students 
were chosen for the American 
Choir Directors Association of 
Minnesota honor choir.

Th ey will perform May 5.
Students include Michael 

Halsne, Roselynn Hartshorn, 
Elizabeth Smidt, Kiesli Smith 
and Skylar Vander Steen.

Ross Bergman, Parker 
Carbonneau, Pierce Cun-
ningham, Ashton Sandbulte, 
Elise Ferrell and Averill Sehr 
participated in the recent 
seventh-eighth grade ACDA 

honor choir.
In February  Justice 

Brandt, Josie Golla, Meagan 
Hansen and Matthew Sehr 
were among the ninth and 
tenth-grade students select-
ed for the ACDA honor choir.

Junior Quinn Graber 
performed with the All-State 
Choir last month at Orchestra 
Hall in Minneapolis.

Middle school students 
Mary Opitz, Macie Swenson, 
Mia Wenzel, Trista Baustian, 
Ethan Rahm and Casey Sehr 
attended the Brandon, South 
Dakota, music festival.

High school students 
Autumn Emery, Adriana 
Gonzalez, Michelle Kramer, 
Emilie Staeffl  er and Quinn 
Graber participated in the 
two-day Concordia College 
choral festival in Moorhead.

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Lois Carol Kindt, 86, Hard-
wick, died Sunday, 
April 1, 2018, under 
hospice care at the 
Minnesota Veterans 
Home in Luverne.

A memorial ser-
vice will be at 10:30 
a.m. Th ursday, April 
5, at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Hardwick. 
Inurnment will follow 
at Memory Gardens 
Cemetery near Luverne. A 
visitation will be from 5-7 
p.m. Wednesday, April 4, at 
Hartquist Funeral Home in 
Luverne.

Lois Petersen was born on 
Oct. 23, 1931, to Emil and Lor-
raine (Rapp) Petersen in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. She was 
raised in Rock County where 
she resided her entire life. Lois 
was baptized in March of 1933 
in Pipestone and confi rmed on 
July 7, 1945, at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Hardwick. She 
graduated from Luverne High 
School in 1949. After gradu-
ation she began working at 
Laudon Drug in Luverne.

On June 24, 1953, she 
married Harold Kindt at Zion 
Lutheran Church in Hardwick. 
Th e couple made their home in 
Hardwick where Lois worked at 
the Hardwick Bank until 1970. 
In 1986 she began work at Fey 
Industries in Edgerton. Lois 
retired in 1992. On June 1, 2016, 
she entered the Minnesota Vet-
erans Home in Luverne.

Lois was a member of Zion 
Lutheran Church in Hardwick. 
She sang in the church choir, 

 Lois Kindt
taught Sunday school and 

played organ for 
services. She had a 
lifelong passion for 
music and always 
enjoyed singing and 
playing both piano 
and organ. Lois was 
also a member of the 
Hardwick American 
Legion Auxiliary 
Arthur Moeller Post 
478. She enjoyed 

cooking and spending time 
with her family.

She is survived by her 
husband, Harold; four chil-
dren, Dawn Kindt of Kansas 
City, Missouri, Daniel (Joan) 
Kindt of Hardwick, David 
(Christie) Kindt of Volga, 
South Dakota, and Darin 
(Diane) Kindt of Luverne; a 
brother, Loren (Karen) Pe-
tersen of Omaha, Nebraska; 
seven grandchildren, Elise 
Mann, Adam (Amanda) and 
Lexy Kindt, Tyler and Chad 
Kindt, and Caitlin and Kylie 
Kindt; and other friends and 
relatives.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; a son-
in-law, Bill Mann; four broth-
ers, Herbert, Carl, Lee, and 
Robert; and a sister, Bernice.

Memorials may be di-
rected to Zion Lutheran 
Church, 305 East 2nd Street, 
PO Box 36, Hardwick, MN 
56134. 

A r r a n g e m e n t s  a r e 
through Hartquist Funeral 
Home of Luverne, www.
hartquistfuneral.com.

(0405 F)

The Rock County Star Herald strives to publish obituaries that 
pay tribute to the lives of the deceased. Our policy is to summarize 
the education, professional history, places of residence, immediate 
family, achievements, hobbies and community involvement of your 
loved one.

Please indicate, when sending an obituary, if you would like it to 
be placed in the paper as an edited piece according to our newspaper 
format for $49 OR if you would like it to run as submitted for $149 
Either choice of obituary includes a photo and will be published in 
the Rock County Star Herald print edition as well as online at www.
star-herald.com.

Death notices will continue to run at no charge.

BITS BY
BETTY

By Betty Mann, 
president Rock County 

Historical Society 

1952: A.R. Wood receives 
permit for new factory 

building addition

the corner of the new build-
ing which is to be built next 
year. However, the company 
representatives said they not 
ask for immediate moving 
of the storm sewer and that 
they would be willing to make 
alterations in their building 
plans in order to avoid moving 
of the sewer necessary at this 
time. It will eventually have to 
be moved, however, as soon as 
additional building is started.

City Gets Easement
Th e company representa-

tive agreed to give the city a 
permanent easement to an 
8-foot strip at the east edge of 
their property through which 
the storm sewer can run when 
it is moved. In turn, the city 
agreed to widen Warren street 
from McKenzie east the length 
of A.R. Wood Manufacturing 
company’s property to neces-
sitate their obtaining a 40-foot 
strip off  the north edge of the 
company’s property, which 
they agreed to purchase at 
the same price the company 
had paid for it when they had 
purchased it. 

Donations to the Rock 
County Historical Society can 
be sent to the Rock County 
Historical Society, 312 E. Main 
Street, Luverne, MN 56156.

Mann welcomes cor-
respondence sent to man-
nmade@iw.net.

Mandel Zwaan of Steen 
was recently recognized as a 
top soybean producer in the 
2017 Asgrow National Soy-
bean Yield Contest. 

Zwaan achieved a yield 
of 82 bushels per acre with 
Asgrow AG1636 brand and 
was among 52 farmers from 
19 states named winners in 
the annual yield competition, 
which is open to all farmers 
who plant Asgrow brand 

Steen farmer honored in soybean yield contest
soybeans. 

Zwaan, along with other 
winners,  recently accepted a 
trophy at the 2018 Commod-
ity Classic Feb. 27-March 1 in 
Anaheim, California, where 
they celebrated their success 
with an awards banquet and 
private concert featuring 
country music star Dustin 
Lynch.

Asgrow started the na-
tional yield contest in 2012.

Sixteen members of 
the Luverne-Adrian FFA 
Chapter attended Little 
International judging com-
petitions at South Dakota 
State University in Brook-
ings, South Dakota, on 
Friday, March 23. 

Th e general livestock 
team of Trevor Mente, Trey 
Baustian, Tyler Fick and 
Halle Hough placed third 
overall as a team. Mente 
was third overall indi-
vidually, Baustian was 24th 

Local FFA’ers compete at SDSU’s Little I 
individually, Fick, 31st and 
Halle Hough was 61st.

Other members partici-
pating in general livestock 
judging were Aric Meinerts, 
Cody Sasker,  Hannah Kruse, 
Hunter Sandbulte and Eric 
Somnis.

Th e horse team of 
Cassie Flanagan, Destiny 
Matthiesen and Gretchen 
Jacobsma placed 14th of 39 
teams. Flanagan had the 
high score for the team and 
placed 22th individually.

Th e dairy team of 
Devin Susie, Jaimie Ross, 
 and Austin Henning placed 
25th out of 39 teams. Aus-
tin had the high individual 
score for the team.

Th e fl oriculture 
team of Katlin Petronek, 
Gretchen Jacobsma, Cassie 
Flanagan and Destiny Mat-
thiesen placed 23rd out of 
42 teams. Matthiesen had 
the high individual score 
for the team placing 57th 
overall. 
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DIESEL TECHNICIAN / MECHANIC 
(Full-Time)

Jaycox Truck & Trailer Service – Luverne, MN

Jaycox Truck & Trailer Service (formerly Mark Jacobson, Inc) 
has been operating in the Luverne, MN since 1958, and is 
rapidly growing.  We are a full line truck & trailer dealer with 

complete Service & Parts of all major brands.
Shop Hours are : 7:30-5:30 Mon-Fri; 7:30-Noon Sat 

(Rotating Saturdays)
Requirements: You will be responsible for the diagnosis repair, 
reconditioning, overhaul and maintenance of customer light to 

heavy duty diesel trucks and components.
TECHNICAL: 
•  Diagnoses and troubleshoots complex electrical, emissions, 
diesel engine and drive train malfunctions and failures
•  Analyzes customer repair and maintenance requirements
•  Performs work accurately within close proximity of time 
allotted with minimal rework
•  Keeps up to date with developments in tooling, technologies 
and systems
•  Uses safe working practices and follows all company safety 
requirements
•  Performs maintenance activities on new and rebuilt/
repaired equipment
•  Makes recommendations as to repairs meeting DOT criteria
•  Understands electronic engine control systems and 
diagnostic computers, with the ability to properly diagnose 
the vehicle.

FUNCTIONS
•  Prepares accurate and complete service reports and turns 
them in on time
•  Prepares and completes all related inspection forms
•  Performs work in a neat and professional manner
•  Communicates eff ectively with Shop Manager and co-
workers to ensure problems, nature of repair, and status of 
repairs are understood and followed

•  Hourly wages
•  Profi ciency Bonus program
•  Paid Holidays
•  PTO and Sick Leave
•  Paid Health Insurance
•  IRA

•  Uniforms
•  Air Conditioned/Heated Shop
Required education:
•  High school or equivalent
Required experience:
•  Diesel Technician: 2 years 

PAY / BENEFITS

yellow on the rain gutters 
and down spouts, white trim 
around the windows and our 
fences,” Corrine said. 

“We have a decorated 
ceramic Easter egg someone 
gave to us that year with the 
month and year painted on it. 
Th at is our reminder of when 
this fi rst started happening.”

Th ey took action imme-
diately to try to determine 
what it was.

“I remember we took razor 
blades and tried to scrape it 
off  our windows for a sample,” 
she said. “We took off  our rain 
gutter spouts and the pickets 
off our picket fences to be 
tested, but they couldn’t fi nd 
anything then.”

Th e problem has recurred 
annually, always in March and 
April, and the last couple of 
years have been particularly 
problematic

Bonnema said once the 
summer sun hits full strength, 
around mid June, the discolor-
ation fades. 

“But it comes back,” she 
said, adding that some porous 
surfaces, like Fiberglas, are 
more susceptible.

Keith Smedsrud can attest 
to this. 

Th e new topper he bought 
for his pickup last year was 
white to match his white 
pickup, which he parks in 
his driveway at the corner of 
South Donaldson and Edgehill 
streets. 

The Fiberglas topper is 
now a deep shade of brown-
ish yellow, while the pickup 
remains white.

“It took a half day with 
rubbing compound to get it 
clean the fi rst time, but I’m 
not going to keep doing it until 
they know where it’s coming 
from,” Smedsrud said.

the substance was iron oxide, 
and the next step would be to 
determine where it came from 
and how to prevent it from 
happening again.

But as it turns out, those 
lab results were inconclusive, 
and now residents are back to 
square one.

After several residents 
— including DeJongh — con-
tacted the MPCA again this 
spring, state offi  cials returned 
to Luverne two weeks ago.

This time measurable 
samples were taken to the St. 
Paul lab of the Minnesota De-
partment of Health, according 
to Cory Boeck of the MPCA air 
quality division.

“Our main concern is to de-
termine if it’s a risk to human 
health or to the environment,” 
Boeck said 

He wasn’t able to say how 
soon test results would be 
available, so aff ected residents 
again fi nd themselves waiting 

… and cleaning and painting.
Hoogland said the speck-

les are troublesome for rea-
sons beyond appearances.

“What are we breathing?” 
she said. “That’s more im-
portant than the color of the 
house.”

Bonnema has the same 
concerns.

“If this is going on all 
the time, and we only see it 
this time of year, what is the 
condition of our lungs?” she 
said. “How can we love the life 
in Luverne when this keeps 
happening?”

She said some families in 
her neighborhood don’t let 
their children play outside this 
time of year, and she’s talked to 
homeowners on the other side 
of town where discoloration is 
appearing on properties. 

“When we’re driving 
through town, we notice it, 
because we know what to look 
for,” Bonnema said. “It’s on 
Lincoln Street, Luverne Street, 
downtown and on the other 
side of the river.”

While lab tests are pend-
ing, DeJongh said he’s done 
waiting. “This can’t go on,” 
he said.

What is it? 
Where is it coming from? 
Is it harmful to humans 
and/or the environment?

Retired city power plant 
employee Norman DeJongh 
owns property on Edgehill 
Street and said he’s tired of 
watching his neighborhood 

turn brown.
He said he worked with 

city offi  cials and state pollu-
tion control people two years 
ago.

“We had all these people 
out here and nothing hap-
pened,” he said.

In 2016 lab results showed 

changed,” he said.
Over the years modifi ca-

tions were made to the high 
school bleachers to meet new 
safety standards but items 
could still fall between the 
treads and hit the fl oor.

The new bleachers are 
constructed with enclosed 
walkway treads, preventing 
items from falling through.

Wheelchair seating can be 
accommodated in notched-
out areas in the benches of 
the four new bleacher sections.

A built-in power system 
allows for easier collapse and 

said athletic director Todd Oye.
Th e wall provides a better 

sound barrier for a classroom 
setting versus a drop down 
curtain.

Mavis Fodness photo/0404 HS Bleachers

This summer the wood and steel bleachers in the Luverne 
Middle-High School gymnasium will be removed and replaced 
with new plastic and steel bleachers that are more comfortable, 
safer and handicap- accessible.

extension of each bleacher 
section, eliminating manual 
assembly.

Seat color is red with gray 
treads. No words are written 
on bleachers’ undersides 
when folded against the wall.

Four sections allow space 
for the current folding wall 
divider.

A committee consisting 
of district personnel and 
coaches decided to keep the 
existing wall.

“If there are three physical 
education classes they can still 
split the gymnasium in half,” 

Photo courtesy of Intelkal Spectator Seating World Wide

The 63-year-old bleachers in the Luverne Middle-High School 
gymnasium will be replaced this summer with seats similar 
to the ones pictured here. The new telescopic plastic bench 
seats and steel-framed structure has wheelchair nooks and 
more legroom for spectators than the previous wood and steel 
structure. The new bleachers are also enclosed to prevent 
items from falling through the walkway risers.

New gym bleachers in Luverne Middle School-High School/continued from page 1A

Mystery contamination causes discoloration on Luverne properties/continued from page 1A

Lori Sorenson photos/0405 iron oxide on properties

Marvin and Beverly Hoogland’s house on Carsrud Circle in Luverne is supposed to be white, 
but lately it looks more yellow than white. Something in the air has deposited brownish-yellow 
speckles all over their white vinyl siding giving it a dirty, weathered appearance.

Lori Sorenson photos/0405 iron oxide pickup topper

Keith Smedsrud bought a new topper last year for his pickup 
that he parks in his driveway at the corner of South Donaldson 
and Edgehill streets. It was white to match his white pickup but 
something in the air is turning it a dirty yellow color.
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Rock County

Th e bleachers will be paid 
for with existing district funds; 
they are not part of the $30 mil-
lion voter approved campus 
 improvement project.
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Coach of  Luverne's championship team passes away

Ster Herald fi le photo
Ray Merry (front, second right), the head coach of Luverne’s 1964 state basketball championship 
team, passed away at the age of 88 March 19 at his home in Plymouth. This picture was 
taken during the All-School Reunion at the Blue Mound Banquet Center in August of 2014 at 
a ceremony honoring the 50th anniversary of the championship. Bob Lorentzen (front, second 
left) was Merry’s assistant coach. Also pictured are team members Curt Laudo n (front, left), 
Greg Thone (front, right), Bill Toms (back, left) John Beyer (back, middle) and Rich Iverson 
(back, right). Merry left Luverne after the championship season.

“He was the one who took a bunch of 
good ballplayers, brought us together 

and got us to play well together as 
a team. He took us from being a 

good team to a great team with his 
motivation, and that’s the sign of a 

good leader.”

– Greg Th one,
1964 LHS basketball team member

By John Rittenhouse
The man who led the 

1964 Luverne High School 
basketball team to the state 
championship is gone.

Ray Merry passed away at 
his Plymouth home March 19 
at the age of 88.

Although he only coached in 
Luverne for a short time, Merry 
will be remembered forever as 
the man who truly put the city 
on the map, overseeing a team 
that captured the school’s lone 
state basketball title under the 
old one-class format.

Merry served as a head coach 
in Goodhue and Magnolia 
before taking over the head 
coaching position in Luverne 
prior to the 1961-62 season.

Merry’s fi rst two Cardinal 
teams reached the District 
8 championship games and 
compiled a 26-12 record. 
During his third year as the 
LHS mentor, the Cardinals 
went 20-5 and won the state 
tournament.

Merry and his charges 
etched their names in history 
by reeling off  11 consecutive 
victories to capture the state 
title at the end of the 1963-64 
season.

Merry moved from Luverne 
to Robbinsdale, where he 
served as the head basketball 
coach for three more years as 
he pursued a future career in 
high school administration.

Th e reason why he chose to 
leave Luverne following the 
championship season was a 
selfl ess one.

Both Ray and his wife, Mary 
Merry, wanted to be closer to 
the major medical resources 
that were available near the 
Twin Cities for their daughter, 
Jeanne.

Jeanne was facing the 
challenges of osteogenesis 
imperfecta at that time.

“It’s pretty hard to blame him 
for leaving,” said Greg Th one, a 
current Luverne resident and 
starting guard for the 1963-64 
team.

“ H i s  d a u g h t e r  w a s 
handicapped and he wanted 
to be closer to the place 
where she could receive her 
treatments. I didn’t know that 
until recently, but that’s the 
big reason why he left. Th at’s 
pretty special.”

What Merry accomplished 
during his short stay in Luverne 
is pretty special as well.

Thone recalled Merry as 
being a focused individual 
who would get very excitable 
at times.

As an example, Thone 
r e c a l l e d  a n  a t t e n t i o n -
capturing talk he gave 
the team after a less than 
impressive performance 
against Hutchinson at the 
state tournament.

“When we didn’t play the way 
he liked, we would hear about 
it. We played poorly against 
Hutchinson and he let us know 
that we did.”

Th at doesn’t mean Merry 
was a tyrant.

He earned Th one’s respect 
for being a coach who treated 

every one of his players equally 
and tried to get every member 
of the team to improve 
individually.

Merry also was a religious 
man who let his leaders lead.

“He let me lead the team 
in prayer before games, and 
I really appreciated that 
privilege,” Th one said.

Merry also was the manager 
of a three-member coaching 
staff  that was deemed to be 
way ahead of its time by 1963-
64 team member Rich Iverson.

Harry Franz was a vocal 
assistant who provided the 
program with top-notch 
scouting reports, while Bob 
Lorentzen was an assistant 
that provided a calming 
infl uence on the bench.

Above all, the coaching staff  
as a whole knew the game of 
basketball.

Th one says the starting fi ve 
during the championship 
season consisted of three 
centers, one forward and one 
guard.

LHS struggled off ensively 
when the team started the 
season with a 9-5 record, but 
Merry tweaked the team’s 
off ensive approach late in the 
regular season, and it resulted 

in an 11-game winning streak 
to cap a 20-5 season.

“We basically moved two 
of the centers up to the free-
throw line, which allowed me 
to be on the top of the key,” 
Th one said.

“Th at gave me more room 
to operate and choose which 
side of the lane to drive with 
the ball. Th at’s when things 
started jelling for us because 

that tweak opened things up 
for everyone.”

Th one feels bad about not 
being able to pay Merry a 
visit in recent years, but he 
was thankful he received the 
opportunity to catch up with 
the coach during the All-
School Reunion in 2014.

“He wasn’t doing well 
physically at the time, but 
it was such a pleasure to be 

with him when he came to the 
reunion. I really admired him 
for coming,” Th one said.

“He was the one who took 
a bunch of good ballplayers, 
brought us together and got us 
to play well together as a  team. 
He took us from being a good 
team to a great team with his 
motivation, and that’s the sign 
of a good leader.”

John Rittenhouse photo/0405 lhs bh
Four members of the Luverne High School boys’ hockey 
program received postseason honors from Big South 
Conference offi cials last week. Daniel Tofteland (left), Declan 
Beers (middle) and Kasyn Kruse (pictured below) made the 
2017-18 All-Big South Conference Boys’ Hockey Team. Trey 
Roberts (right) ha s landed one of the league’s seven honorable 
mention awards doled out by the league's coaches.

Kruse

By John Rittenhouse
Four members of  the 

Luverne High School boys’ 
hockey program received 
postseason honors from Big 
South Conference officials 
last week.

Th ree Cardinal players were 
selected to the 2017-18 All-
BSC Hockey Team.

One LHS athlete drew 
h o n o r a b l e  m e n t i o n 
recognition from the league’s 
coaches.

LHS, which won the BSC 
title with a 15-1 record, placed 
three seniors on the all-league 
roster.

Making the 13-player All-
BSC squad are forward Declan 
Beers, forward Kasyn Kruse 
and goalie Daniel Tofteland.

Trey Roberts, a senior 
defenseman, is one of seven 
players to draw honorable 
mention.

Marshall matched Luverne 
by landing three all-conference 
selections.

Senior Chase VanDeVere, 
junior Mason Plante and 
sophomore Kaleb Welvaert 
represent the Tigers on the 
team.

Minnesota  River  and 
Waseca picked up two spots 
on the all-conference roster.

Senior Matt Plieseis and 
j u n i o r  D a n n y  Mc Ca b e 

represent the MR Bulldogs.
Seniors Brett Attenberger 

and Peter Meyer made the 
team for  Waseca.

New Ulm senior Landon 
Strong, Redwood Valley junior 
Luke Ryan and Windom senior 
Ethan Becker round out the 
all-conference team.

Other players drawing 
honorable include MR juniors 
Tyson Sowder, Hunter Wilmes 
and Andrew Regner, Marshall 
sophomore Dominik Caspers 
and New Ulm senior Luke 
Scheid and sophomore 
Glavine Schugel.

Cards draw honors

By John Rittenhouse
The Luverne Cardinal 

tennis team made its 2018 
debut Saturday at Gustavus 
Adolphus College in St. 
Peter.

Th e Cardinals competed 
in a doubles tournament 
that was hosted by St. Peter 
and included St. James and 
Mankato West high s chools.

LHS dropped all three 
of its matches against the 
participating schools, but 

the Cardinals did get the 
chance to test their skills for 
the fi rst time this season.

“Nobody had much practice 
before the tournament so we 
all were on even ground in 
that respect,” said Cardinal 
coach Greg Antoine.

“We gained a lot of valuable 
experience that we’ll carry 
into the season. St. Peter, St. 
James and Mankato West 
are tough teams, so the 
competition was good.”

Luverne came up on the 
short end of 3-2 decisions 
in all three of the fi ve-point 
matches staged Saturday.

Playing at third doubles, 
Luke Jarchow and Matt 
Jelken posted a perfect 3-0 
record.

Mark Robinson and Jim 
Erickson went 1-2 at fi rst 
doubles, while Cade Ver 
Steeg and Trey Baustian 
went 1-2 at No. 3.

Cole Stoltenberg and 

G r a h a m  Cu n n i n g h a m 
dropped all three of their 
matches at fourth doubles.

Antoine said he used a 
five-player rotation to fill 
the fi fth doubles slot for the 
tournament.

Carson Ehde and Ethan 
Th orson posted a win at fi fth 
doubles against St. Peter.

Tyler Fick, Jordan Winter 
and Matt Sehr also played 
at fi fth doubles during the 
event.

Tennis team makes 2018 debut Saturday

John Rittenhouse photo/0405 wrestlng
Seven members of the Luverne Youth Wrestling Club will compete at the Northland Youth 
Wrestling Association State Tournament in Rochester April 5-8. They are (front row, from left) 
Braylynn Altman, Ashton Altman, Brody Kopp, (back) Jaden Reisch, Jude Johnson, Kane 
Akkerman and Masyn Akkerman. Aaron Altman coaches the Cardinals.

Youth wrestlers earn trip to Rochester
By John Rittenhouse

Seven members of the 
Luverne Youth Wrestling Club 
punched their tickets to state 
competition March 24.

Th e local organization sent 
15 wrestlers to the Northland 
Youth Wrestling Association’s 
Region 2 Tournament in 
Windom that day.

Seven of the entries earned 
berths into state competition 
by placing fi rst, second, third 
or fourth in their respective 
divisions.

The Luverne delegation 
competes in the NYWA State 
Tournament in Rochester, 
which begins today and runs 
through Sunday.

Kane Akkerman advances 
to Rochester as a region 
champion.

Akkerman placed fi rst at 130 
pounds for wrestlers in the fi rst 
and second grades at the event 
in Windom.

Jaden Reisch and Mayson 
Akkerman placed second in 
their divisions at the region 
event.

Reisch competed in the 
120-pound class for fi fth- and 
sixth-graders, while Akkerman 
wrestled in the 155-pound 
class for fifth- and sixth-
graders.

Braylynn Altman, Jade 
Johnson and Ashton Altman 
qualifi ed for state by placing 
third at the region level.

Braylynn Altman mixed it 

Trip/continued on page 2B
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Papik picks of the week...

2017 Chevrolet Silverado 
21K •  Stock #185227N

 $35,990

2007 Chevrolet Silverado
184K •  Stock #174510U

 $10,490

2008 Toyota Highlander
66K •  Stock #17203N

 $14,990

2017 Buick Envision
20K •  Stock #222809Z

 $24,990
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up in the 55-pound division 
for pre-kindergarten and 
kindergarten entries.

Johnson wrestled in the 
70-pound weight class for 
entries in the fi rst and second 
grades, while Ashton Altman 
moves on in the 75-pound 
weight class for kids in the fi rst 
and second  grades.

Rounding out Luverne’s 
state qualifi ers is Brody Kopp, 
who placed fourth in the 

60-pound class for third- and 
fourth-graders.

Th ree members of Luverne 
group earned the right to 
compete at the NYWA’s State 
Invitational Tournament that 
will be staged today through 
Sunday in Rochester by placing 
fi fth and sixth at the region 
event.

According to LYWC coach 
Aaron Altman, he didn’t expect 
Kane Kroski, Noah Engelkes 

and Dayson Fritz to compete 
at the invitational tournament 
even though they qualifi ed.

Engelkes placed fifth in 
the 45-pound class pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten 
entries, while Kroski placed 
sixth in the 40-pound class 
in the pre-kindergarten and 
kindergarten division.

Fritz placed fifth in the 
155-pound class for third- and 
fourth-graders.

FROM THE SIDELINES

By John Rittenhouse, sports editor

Local skaters to compete,
tour south central Alaska

Submitted photo
Five individuals associated with the Blue Mound Figure 
Skating Club are embarking on an adventure to Alaska 
for a competition and a tourism experience April 12. They 
are (from left) Kendall Buss, Katie Shearer, Cathy Shearer, 
Hannah Henning and Maranda Thier.

Luverne’s 
Cathy 
Shearer is 
going home 
next week, 
and she’s 
taking some 
area girls 
with her.

Shearer, who has been 
coach in the Blue Mound 
Figure Skating Club 
since 2004, is a native of 
Soldotna, Alaska.

She was a member of 
the second graduating 
class at a new school in 
the town back in 1982, 
where she learned to love 
ice skating and began her 
coaching career before 
moving to Iowa in 2004 
and eventually to Luverne 
in 2008.

Shearer did return to 
her hometown, which 
is located in the south 
central part of Alaska, 
for a family vacation last 
summer.

She wasn’t planning 
to make a return trip to 
her stomping grounds so 
quickly, but that changed 
after viewing a post from a 
friend on Facebook.

“On old friend posted 
that River Skate, an ice 
skating competition that 
is endorsed by the Ice 
Skating Institute, would 
be staged at the Sports 
Center in Soldotna April 
13-15,” Shearer said.

“It’s the same rink where 
I used to skate and coach. 
As a joke, I passed on 
the information to some 
of our skaters and their 
parents. Th ey didn’t take 
it as a joke. Th ey thought 
it was a pretty cool thing 
to be a part of.”

Upon further 
investigation, Shearer 
was able to present 
the interested parties 
with more information 
about the competition 
and a potential six-day 
adventure from April 
12-18.

When the interested 
parties agreed the 
trip would come at a 
reasonable price for all 
involved, steps were taken 
to put the plan in motion.

“It was only $375 for 
round-trip airfare, and 
the prices on things like 
lodging and a rental 
vehicle are reasonable at 
this time of year because 
it’s considered to be the 
off -season for tourism in 
the area,” Shearer said.

“We fl y from 
Minneapolis to Anchorage 
on April 12 and we’ll 
return on April 18.”

Joining Shearer during 
the Alaskan adventure 
will be her daughter, Katie, 
a former BMFC member 
and current instructor 
and production assistant 
for last week’s annual ice 
show.

Current skaters Kendall 
Buss (Luverne), Hannah 
Henning (Adrian) 
and Maranda Th ier 
(Worthington) are going 
along as well.

Buss and Henning 
compete at the Freestyle 6 
level, while Th ier skates at 
Freestyle 5.

Th ey will compete 
individually, as a trio, 
and will be joined by 
Katie Shearer for events 
needing four individuals.

Th ey will be renting a 
log cabin on the Kenai 
River during their stay 

in Soldotna, which is 
the starting leg of their 
adventure.

Plans have also been 
made to tour the fi shing 
villages of Homer and 
Seward, which will 
include a visit to the 
Alaska SeaLife Center in 
Seward.

If the conditions are 
right, the group may 
hike up Exit Glacier near 
Seward.

Th e group plans to 
pay a visit to the Portage 
Wildlife Center (near 
Seward), a refuge for 
injured animals that can’t 
be returned to the wild.

A visit to the mountain 
town of Gridwood is also 
in the works, which will 
be followed by a stay at 
the Alyeska Resort, where 
the group may test their 
skiing skills on Mount 
Alyeska.

“Th is trip will be a lot 
more than a skating 
competition for these 
girls. It should be a lot of 
fun,” Shearer said.

“We’re going to be there 
for a week, and I want to 
pack as many things as  
these girls can see and do 
into this week as I can.”

Trip/continued from page 1B

John Rittenhouse photo/0405 tkd
Five members of the Luverne Tae  Kwon Do Club recently competed at three tournaments in a 
span of nine days. They are (front row, from left) Liam Brown, Zach Brown, Reagan Gangestad, 
(back) Angi Gangestad and Perceyis Trierweiler.

Tae Kwon Do members attend
three tournaments in nine days
By John Rittenhouse

Some members of the 
Luverne Tae Kwon Do Club 
faced a hectic schedule in 
late March.

Five area martial artists were 
put to the test of competing at 
three diff erent tournaments in 
a span of nine days.

Th e stretch started with three 
club members participating at 
the Redwood Falls Tae Kwon 
Do Tournament March 17.

P e r c e y i s  T r i e r w e i l e r 
captured a title in forms and 

placed second in sparring at 
the event, while Zach Brown 
claimed a title in sparring and 
placed third in forms.

Liam Brown competed in 
Redwood Falls as well, where 
he placed second in forms and 
third in sparring.

Five local athletes competed 
at the South Dakota State Tae 
Kwon Do Championships in 
Tea, South Dakota, March 24.

Trierweiler and  Liam and 
Zach Brown won sparring and 
form titles in Tea.

Angi Gangestad placed 
second in forms at the South 
Dakota event, while Reagan 
Gangestad fi nished third in 
sparring and fourth in forms.

Th e stretch ended with three 
club members participating at 
the Iowa Governor’s Club in 
Ames, Iowa, March 25.

Trierweiler captured a 
sparring championship in 
Iowa.

Liam and Zach Brown 
placed second in sparring.

Each spring, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
conducts prescribed burns on 
federal lands called Waterfowl 
Production Areas (WPAs).  

T h e s e  W PA s  w e r e 
purchased for the purpose 
of increasing the production 
of migratory birds, especially 
waterfowl. Prescribed burns 
are used as a management 
tool to maintain and improve 
wildlife habitat for game and 
non-game bird species. 

One of the many benefi ts 
of prescribed burns during the 
months of April and May is the 
enhancement of remnant and 
seeded native prairie sites.  

R e m n a n t  n a t i v e 
prairie is one of the rarest 
plant communities found 
in Minnesota.  Less than 
one percent of the original 
Minnesota tall grass prairie 
habitat remains and is found 
scattered across the landscape 
in small fragmented parcels.  

Properly timed prescribed 

Spring burns to benefi t wildlife, habitat
burns help to stimulate 
native prairie plant species 
by removing and recycling 
plant litter from past growing 
seasons.  

Without burning,  a 
native prairie site can be 
out-competed by introduced 
cool season grasses such as 
smooth brome, Kentucky 
bluegrass, timothy or orchard 
grasses which traditionally 
begin to grow in early April in 
contrast to the warm season 
native prairie plants which 
begin to sprout in early to 
mid-May.  

Examples of common 
local native warm season 
grasses include big bluestem, 
little bluestem, switch and 
Indian grass. Properly timed 
prescribed burns can actually 
stunt or kill unwanted exotic 
introduced grass species 
once green-up has occurred 
giving a direct advantage to 
the native prairie plant and 
forb species.  

Once burned, remnant 
native prairie sites can be 
harvested in the fall for the 
rare and valuable prairie seed. 
Th ese remnant native prairie 
sites contain a diverse plant 
community.  

The harvested seed is 
then used to seed new WPA 
acquisitions or easements 
throughout the Windom 
We t l a n d  M a n a g e m e n t 
District creating additional 
nesting habitat for a variety 
of waterfowl and grassland 
bird species. 

One of the most common 
questions about prescribed 
burning during the spring 
months is “What happens to 
the nesting wildlife?”  

U n d o u b t e d l y ,  s o m e 
ground nests are destroyed 
by fi re during spring burns. 
However, pheasants and 
ducks respond by re-nesting. 
Predators typically destroy 70 
to 80 percent of pheasant and 
duck nests.  
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Ever-changing Eastertide
Every worship 

service is a mini-Easter 
celebration. When 
Christians gather together, 
we proclaim Christ 
crucifi ed and risen. Th e 
resurrection is the promise 
that gives us hope in any 
situation. Christ rose from 
the dead, and therefore 
not even death can stop 
the work of God in our 
world or separate us from 
the love of God.

Th at said, in the 
church calendar, there is 
a season of Easter which 
we are in now. Th e Easter 
season begins on Easter 
Sunday and ends 50 days 
later at Pentecost.

You’ve likely noticed 
that the date of Easter 
changes from year to 
year. Th e date of Easter 
occurs on the Sunday 
following the fi rst full 
moon after the start of 
spring. However, Easter is 
pushed back a week if the 
fi rst full moon also falls 
on a Sunday. Th e reason 
for this is that according 
to Scripture, Jesus’ death 
and resurrection occurred 
right after the Jewish 
Passover festival. Passover 
begins on the fi rst full 
moon after the Spring 
Equinox. So because 
Passover is a moving date, 
so is Easter. 

With Easter tied to 
spring, in many countries 
the local customs that 
come along with Easter are 
adapted from customs that 
were practiced long before 
the spread of Christianity. 
In our country, bunnies, 
eggs and candy have 
become synonymous 
with Eastertime. Bunnies 
and eggs are ancient 
symbols of fertility. As the 
earth springs forth with 
new life, so the people 
created rituals in hopes 

of bestowing good health 
and fertility onto their 
community so that the 
people would prosper. 

When I lived in 
the Czech Republic, I 
witnessed some of these 
ancient Easter traditions 
that are still practiced 
today, especially in the 
small towns. On Easter 
Monday, the men travel 
from house to house with 
willow rods and they 
(playfully) hit women’s 
legs while reciting a rhyme 
that demands the women 
give them an egg. Th e 
women have painted eggs 
ready to give away, or if the 
visitors are younger, they 
give out candy. Th ough the 
traditions were foreign to 
me, it was clear to see that 
keeping this old ritual alive 
was a fun way to spend 
the day out and about 
visiting with neighbors and 
celebrating together.

Whenever your Easter 
celebration happens, and 
however you celebrate, I 
pray that you are blessed 
with family, friends, and 
neighbors with whom you 
can fi nd joy. Remember 
that the new life that 
springs forth this season, 
and always  comes from the 
God who created us all and 
never stops loving us, even 
through death. Alleluia! 
Christ is risen!

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne

St. Catherine Ph.: 283-8502; email: stcatherine@iw.net

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne

Offi ce Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982
www.luverncrc.com — offi ce@luvernecrc.com

Roger Sparks, Pastor
Sunday, April 8: 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. 10:50 a.m. Sunday School 
and Catechism Classes. Noon Church Potluck. 6:30 pm. Worship 
service. Monday, April 9: 9 a.m. Perk-up at Hills. 7 p.m. Friendship. 
Tuesday April 10: 9:30 a.m. Coffee Break/Story Hour. Wednesday, 
April 11: 2 p.m. Faith Builders Bible Study. 7 p.m. Youth Group. 

First Baptist Church
1033 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne 

Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org
Walt Moser, Pastor

Thursday, April 5: 6 a.m. Men’s Bible Study. 8 p.m. Worship Service 
on Channel 3. Sunday, April 8: 9:15 a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. 
Worship service; installation of church offi cers. 6 p.m. Evening service.  
Monday, April 9: 1:30 p.m. Ladies’ Bible Study. 7 p.m. Ladies’ Bible 
Study. Tuesday, April 10: 7 a.m. Men’s Bible Study. 7 p.m. Deacons 
meeting. Wednesday, April 11: 6:30 p.m. Awana. Thursday April 12: 
6 a.m. Men’s Bible Study. 8 p.m. Worship Service on Channel 3.

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne 

Ph. 507-283-4431; www.graceluverne.org — graceluverne@
iw.net

Ron Nichols, Pastor; Stephen Hilding, Associate Pastor
Thursday, April 5: 8:30 a.m. MIA. Friday, April 6: 6:30 p.m. Worship 
on Channel 3. Saturday, April 7: 9-noon Fellowship Hall reserved. 
5:30 p.m. Worship with Communion. Sunday, April 8: 8:15 a.m. Radio 
broadcast. 9 a.m. Worship. 10 a.m. Fellowship; Sunday School; Adult 
Study. 1 p.m. Sub assembly. Monday, April 9: 4:30 p.m. Worship on 
Channel 3. Tuesday, April 10: 9 a.m. Staff meeting; GLCW Board. 
6:45 p.m. Ministry meetings. 8 p.m. PPC meeting. Wednesday, April 
11: 7 a.m. Men’s Bible Study. 3:15 p.m. Faithweavers. 6 p.m. Woven 
Worship. 7 p.m. Chancel Choir rehearsal. 8 p.m. Exaltation Team 
rehearsal. Thursday, April 12: 8:30 a.m. MIA.

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne

Ph. 507-283-4571 or 507-449-0291 or 605-215-9834
pastorapalmquist67@yahoo.com

Andrew Palmquist, Pastor
Sunday, April 8: 9 a.m. Sunday School. 9:15 a.m. Bible Class. 10:15 
a.m. Worship with Communion. Monday, April 9: ELS pastors’ meeting 
in Mankato. Wednesday, April 11: 3:30 p.m. Catechism Class. Thursday, 
April 12: 2 p.m. Ladies Aid.

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne 

Ph. 283-8600; email: offi ce@arcluverne.org 
Mike Altena, Pastor

Thursday, April 5: 5:30 p.m. Tumbling Tikes. Friday, April 6: 6:30 a.m. 
Community Men’s Bible Study. 4:30 p.m. REFIT Fitness. Sunday, 
April 8: 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. 10:50 a.m. Family Education. 
1:30 p.m. Worship at Mary Jane Brown Home. 2:15 p.m. Worship 
at Poplar Creek. 7 p.m. Junior RCYF; Senior RCYF. Tuesday, April 
10: 10 a.m. Staff Meeting. 6:45 p.m. Bible Study Fellowship. 7 p.m. 
Consistory meeting. Wednesday, April 11: 4:30 p.m. REFIT Fitness. 
5:30 p.m. Midweek Meal. 6:30 p.m. Pioneer Clubs/ YEL. 6:45 p.m. 
Rachel Circle. 7 p.m. Abide Praise Team. 8 p.m. Girls’ Night. Thursday, 
April 12: 5:30 p.m. Tumbling Tikes. 

First Assembly of God Church
1075 110th Ave., 2 miles west of Luverne on County Rd. 4 

Sundays: 9 a.m. Sunday School. 10 a.m. Morning Worship. 6:30 p.m. 
School of the Holy Spirit. Wednesdays: 7 p.m. Kids Connection; Men’s 
Bible Study with Pastor Ken; Women’s Bible Study with Pastor Gloria. 

United Methodist Church 
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne

Ph. 283-4529; email: luverneumc@iw.net
Dorie Hall, Pastor

Thursday April 5: 1-3 p.m. Rock County Food Shelf. Saturday, April 
7: 8 p.m. AA Meeting. Sunday, April 8: 9:30 a.m. Coffee Hour. 10:30 
a.m. Celebration Service. Prayer Warriors meeting following service. 
4:30 p.m. Genesis/Revelation Bible  Study. 6 p.m. ALIVE Youth Group. 
Monday, April 9: 8 p.m. AA Meeting. Wednesday, April 11: 6:30 p.m. 
F.U.E.L. –confi rmation. 8 p.m. AA Meeting. Thursday, April 12: 1-3 
p.m. Rock County Food Shelf.

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne

Ph. 283-4787; email: Firstpc@iw.net— www.fpcluverne.com
Jason Cunningham, Pastor

Thursday, April 5: 10 a.m. Worship on Channel 3. Sunday, April 8: 9 a.m. 
Sunday School. 10:15 a.m. Worship service. 11:15 a.m. Fellowship. 
Tuesday, April 10: 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship on cable access 
channels. Wednesday, April 11: 10 a.m. PW Executive Committee. 
6 p.m. Bells. 6:30 p.m. Confi rmation; MS Fellowship. 7 p.m. Choir. 8 
p.m. Session. Thursday, April 12: 9 a.m. PW Executive Committee. 
10 a.m. Worship on cable access channels.

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne

Ph. 283-2316, Dial-A-Devotion Ph. 283-4005
email: stjohn@iw.net — www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org 

Gary Klatt, Pastor
Thursday, April 5: 9 a.m. Little Lambs devotions. 2 p.m. Women’s 
Society. Saturday, April 7: 5:30 p.m. Worship with Communion. Sun-
day, April 8: 8:30 a.m. Junior Choir rehearsal. 9 a.m. Worship with 
Communion. 10:15 a.m. Confi rmation brunch. Monday, April 9: 9 
a.m. Circuit Pastors Conference in Jasper. 1:30 p.m. Communion at 
Brandon. 7:30 p.m. Men’s Club. Tuesday, April 10: 1:30 p.m. Com-
munion at Hills. 6 p.m. Mom’s Night Out. 7 p.m. Guild.  Wednesday, 
April 11: 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. Little Lambs Devotions. 9:30 a.m. Bible 
Study. 6:30 p.m. Youth supper. 7 p.m. KFC; High School Bible Study; 
Senior Choir. Thursday, April 12: 9 a.m. Little Lambs Devotions. 12:30 
p.m. Rock the Edge meeting at LHS. 1:30 p.m. Communion at Mary 
Jane Brown Home. 2:15 p.m. Communion at Poplar Creek. 3:30 p.m. 
Communion at Veterans Home.

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St., Luverne

Ph. 449-0057; www.livingrockswmn.org
Billy Skaggs, Pastor

Sundays: 10:30 a.m. Worship; Kids Rock Children’s Ministry. 6 p.m. 
Youth Ministry. Life groups meet throughout the week. 

New Life Celebration Church
110 N. Oakley, Luverne

Ph. 449-6522; email: newlifecelebration@gmail.com
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Worship at 110 N. Oakley. Every third Thursday: 
4:30 p.m. Food give-away at Senior Citizens Center. Bible Study 
groups meet at various times and days.

Ben Clare United Methodist Church
26762 Ben Clare Ave., Valley Springs, S.D.

igtwlb@WOW.net
Bill Bates, Pastor

Sundays: 9 a.m. Worship; 10 a.m. Fellowship; 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
School for all ages. 

First Lutheran Church 
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D. 

Ph. (605) 757-6662 
Sunday, April 8: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. Worship Service. 
Wednesday, April 11: 7 p.m. Confi rmation.

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St., Garretson, S.D. 

Ph. (507) 597-6257 — fi rstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Intern Pastor Laura Phillips

Sunday, April 8: 9 a.m. Worship service. 10 a.m. Sunday School. 
Wednesday, April 11: 7 p.m. Confi rmation at First Lutheran. Thursday, 
April 12: 8 p.m. Church Council meeting. 

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3rd St., P.O Box 73, Beaver Creek 

Ph. 507-935-5025 
Email: lori.fi rstpres@gmail.com

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Morning Worship. 10:30 a.m. Sunday School.
 

Magnolia United Methodist Church 
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia

Church Ph. 507-483-2492; cell 227-7821; email: adrmagumc@
gmail.com

www.facebook.com/adrianmagnoliaumc
Kristi Franken, Pastor

Sundays: 9 a.m. Magnolia Worship Service. Wednesdays: 6:30 p.m. 
Confi rmation. 

Steen Reformed Church 
112 W. Church Ave., Steen

Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Worship; service broadcast on KQAD. 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday School. 6 p.m. Youth Group. Evening worship at 6 p.m. fi rst 
and third Sundays. Wednesdays: 7 p.m. Midweek. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Pastor Maggie Berndt-Dreyer

112 N. Main St., Hills
Ph. 962-3270

e-mail: bethlehemluth@alliancecom.net
Saturday, April 7: 9:30 a.m. Doer/Paulsen bridal shower. Sunday, 
April 8: 9 a.m. Communion at Tuff Chapel. 9:30 a.m. Sunday School. 
10:30 a.m. Communion at Bethlehem. 7 p.m. Grades 6-8 Youth Night. 
Tuesday, April 10: 2:30 p.m. Bible Study at Tuff. 3:13 p.m. Bible 
Study at the Village. Wednesday, April 11: 9 a.m. Quilting. 6:30 p.m. 
Confi rmation. 7:30 p.m. Council Meeting. 

Hills United Reformed Church 
410 S. Central Ave., Hills 

Offi ce Ph. 962-3254
hillsurc@alliancecom.net

Alan Camarigg, Pastor
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship Services.

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 E. 2nd St., P.O. Box 36, Hardwick 

Ph. 669-2855; email: www.zionlutheranhardwick.com
Thursday, April 5: 3:30 p.m. Worship on Channel 3.
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County seeks bridge
replacement bids by April 16

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT & APPROACH GRADING / S.A.P. 067-599-170 ETC.  

BIDS CLOSE @ 11:00 A.M. APRIL 16TH, 2018 LUVERNE, MINNESOTA
 Sealed *Bid Packets* will be received by the Rock County Highway Department 
at Luverne, Minnesota until 11:00 A.M. on Monday April 16TH, 2018
 READ CAREFULLY THE PROVISIONS FOR THE WAGE RATES AS CON-
TAINED IN THE SPECIAL PROVISIONS, AS THEY WILL AFFECT THIS PROJECT.
 Attention is called to the fact that the Contractor must comply with the Special 
Equal Employment Opportunity Provisions & Wage Rates as contained in the 
Proposal. 
 Proposals will be opened and read publicly in the presence of the Rock County 
Highway Engineer at the Rock County Highway Building located at 1120 North Blue 
Mound Avenue in Luverne, Minnesota immediately following the hour set for receiving 
bids for the following Rock County Highway work.  Bids will be awarded on Tuesday, 
April 17TH, 2018 at the regular Board of Commissioners Meeting.
 Construction of Bridges 67K25; 67K37 & 67K41 all are PCST. Box Culverts.
 The Major Quantities of Work are: 38 Ft. of 10’x4’ PCST. Box Culvert + 2 End 
Sections; 76 Ft. of 10’x5’ PCST. Box Culvert + 4 End Sections; 40 Ft. of 16’x5’ PCST. 
Box Culvert + 2 End Sections; 1,260 Cu. Yds. Aggregate Backfill & Bedding; 220 Tons 
Rock Bedding; & 202 Tons Random Riprap, Class 3. 
 Plans, specifications and proposals may be viewed and downloaded on Quest at 
www.questcdn.com and at the Rock County Highway Department website, www.co.rock.
mn.us/highway .  Questions may be directed to the office of the Rock County Highway 
Engineer, 1120 North Blue Mound Avenue, P.O. Box 808, Luverne, MN 56156-0808 / 
(507) 283 - 5010.
 The non-refundable cost for Plans and one proposal will be $30.00.
 Bids must be accompanied by a certified check or corporate surety bond drawn 
in favor of the Rock County Treasurer in the amount of at least five percent (5%) of the 
proposal.
 Sealed bids shall be clearly marked “PROJECT NO. SAP 067-599-170, Etc.”.
 The Board of Rock County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids and to waive any defects therein.
 Rock County is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

Mark R. Sehr, P.E.
Rock County Highway Engineer

(3-22, 3-29, 4-5)

Rock County seeks seal 
coat proposals by April 23

COUTNY WIDE SEAL COATS / S.A.P. 067-030-014  
BIDS CLOSE @ 11:00 A.M. APRIL 23RD, 2018

LUVERNE, MINNESOTA
 Sealed *Bid Packets* will be received by the Rock County Highway Department 
at Luverne, Minnesota until 11:00 A.M. on Monday April 23rd, 2018
 READ CAREFULLY THE PROVISIONS FOR THE WAGE RATES AS CONTAINED 
IN THE SPECIAL PROVISIONS, AS THEY WILL AFFECT THIS PROJECT.
 Attention is called to the fact that the Contractor must comply with the Special 
Equal Employment Opportunity Provisions & Wage Rates as contained in the Proposal. 
 Proposals will be opened and read publicly in the presence of the Rock County 
Highway Engineer at the Rock County Highway Building located at 1120 North Blue 
Mound Avenue in Luverne, Minnesota immediately following the hour set for receiving 
bids for the following Rock County Highway work.  Bids will be awarded on Tuesday, 
May 8TH, 2018 at the regular Board of Commissioners Meeting.
 The project will consist of county wide seal coats.
 The Major Quantities of Work are: 833,136 Sq. Yds. Bituminous Seal Coat;  251,584 
Gal. Bituminous Material For Seal Coat;  467,265 Lin. Ft. 4” Solid Line White – Paint;  
175,774 Lin. Ft. 4” Solid Line Yellow – Paint;  & 60,064 Lin. Ft. 4” Broken Line Yellow.
 Plans, specifications and proposals may be viewed and downloaded on Quest at 
www.questcdn.com and at the Rock County Highway Department website, www.co.rock.
mn.us/highway .  Questions may be directed to the office of the Rock County Highway 
Engineer, 1120 North Blue Mound Avenue, P.O. Box 808, Luverne, MN 56156-0808 / 
(507) 283 - 5010.
 The non-refundable cost for Plans and one proposal will be $30.00.
 Bids must be accompanied by a certified check or corporate surety bond drawn 
in favor of the Rock County Treasurer in the amount of at least five percent (5%) of the 
proposal.
 Sealed bids shall be clearly marked “PROJECT NO. SAP 067-030-014”.
 The Board of Rock County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids and to waive any defects therein.
 Rock County is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

Mark R. Sehr, P.E.
Rock County Highway Engineer

(3-29, 4-5, 4-12)

Notice of public hearing 
for Haroldson 

conditional use permit
 Pursuant to the Rock County Zoning Ordinance, notice is hereby given by the 
Rock County Planning and Zoning Commission that a public hearing will be held at 
the Rock County Law Enforcement Center located at 1000 North Blue Mound Avenue, 
Luverne, Minnesota at 7:10 p.m., Monday, April 16, 2018. The purpose of this hearing 
is to rule on the application for Conditional Use Permit for the following:

Applicant & Property Owner:     Nathan Haroldson
Location:      SW 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of Section 6 of Denver Township, T104N, R45W, 
                    Rock County, Minnesota
Conditional Use:     Expansion of an existing feedlot to more than 1000 animal 
                               units

 The conditional use is for the expansion of an existing feedlot on the property 
described above. The existing feedlot consists of one total confinement barn housing 
2400 head of finishing swine between 33 and 300 pounds. Using 0.3 animal units per 
head, the permitted capacity of the existing facility is 720 animal units.
 The expansion shall consist of adding one total confinement barn to house 2400 
head of finishing swine. All manure will be stored in under-floor concrete pits. After the 
expansion, the facility shall hold 4800 head of swine between 55 and 300 pounds.
 Using 0.3 animal units per head, the total capacity of the site will be 1440 animal 
units.
Dated:     April 5, 2018

By Order of the Rock County Planning and Zoning Commission
Eric Hartman, Zoning Administrator
311 West Gabrielson Road
Luverne, MN 56156
507-283-8862

(4-5, 4-12)

Notice of public hearing 
for Hoff variance request

 Close Proximity Owners and Local Officials of the Rock County Board of Adjust-
ment. 
 Notice is hereby given that the Rock County Board of Adjustment will hold a 
public hearing on Monday, April 16, 2018, at the Rock County Law Enforcement Center 
located at 1000 North Blue Mound Avenue, Luverne, Minnesota, at 7:00 pm to act on 
the following application:
 A request for a variance to allow the placement of a new farm machinery storage 
shed which would encroach upon the required setback of 130 feet from the centerline of 
County Road 11, or also known as 100th Avenue as allowed in the Rock County Zoning 
Ordinance,

Property Owner & Applicant:     Roger and Lisa Hoff
Legal Description:      NE 1/4 of Section 18 of Clinton Township, T101N, R45W, 
                                   Rock County, Minnesota

 The property described is zoned A-2, General Agriculture. All persons interested 
may appear and be heard at said time and place, or submit views in writing or by rep-
resentative.
Dated:     April 5, 2018

By Order of the Rock County Board of Adjustment
Eric Hartman, Zoning Administrator
311 W. Gabrielson Road
Luverne, MN 56156
507-283-8862, Extension 4             (4-5, 4-12)

Rock County seeks 
highway bids by April 30

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
S.A.P. 067-605-012; S.A.P. 067-616-009; S.A.P. 067-620-014; S.A.P. 067-620-015 
 Sealed proposals will be received by the Rock County Highway Department at 
Luverne, Minnesota until 10:00 A.M. on Monday April 30th, 2018.
 READ CAREFULLY THE PROVISIONS FOR THE WAGE RATES AS CONTAINED 
IN THE SPECIAL PROVISIONS, AS THEY WILL AFFECT THIS PROJECT.
 Attention is called to the fact that the Contractor must comply with the Special 
Equal Employment Opportunity Provisions as contained in the Proposal. Proposals will 
be opened and read publicly in the presence of the Rock County Highway Engineer 
at the Rock County Highway Building located at 1120 North Blue Mound Avenue in 
Luverne, Minnesota immediately following the hour set for receiving bids for the fol-
lowing Rock County Highway work.  Bids will be awarded on Tuesday, May 8th, 2018 
at the regular Rock County Board of Commissioners Meeting held in the Law Library 
at the Rock County Courthouse.
 The Major Quantities of Work are: 41,172 Sq. Yds. Stabilized Full Depth Reclama-
tion; 129,843 Gallons Bituminous Material for Mixture; 57,799 Sq. Yds. Mill Bituminous 
Pavement; 13,617 Tons Type SP 12.5 Bituminous Wear Course Mix;  2,974 Tons 
Aggregate Shouldering Class 1. 
 Plans, specifications and proposals may be viewed and downloaded on Quest at 
www.questcdn.com and at the Rock County Highway Department website, www.co.rock.
mn.us/highway .  Questions may be directed to the office of the Rock County Highway 
Engineer, 1120 North Blue Mound Avenue, P.O. Box 808, Luverne, MN 56156-0808 / 
(507) 283 - 5010.
 The non-refundable cost for Plans and one proposal will be $30.00.
 Bids must be accompanied by a certified check or corporate surety bond drawn 
in favor of the Rock County Treasurer in the amount of at least five percent (5%) of 
the proposal.
 Sealed bids shall be clearly marked “PROJECT NO. SAP 067-605-012, etc.”
 The Board of Rock County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids and to waive any defects therein.
 Rock County is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.
Mark R. Sehr, P.E. 
Rock County Highway Engineer

(4-5, 4-12, 4-19)

Vander Maten applies for 
livestock feedlot permit

Notice of Application for Livestock Feedlot Permit
NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

Minnesota Rule 7020.2000, subp. 4
 Notice is hereby given per Minnesota Statutes 116.07, subd. 7(a), that Steve 
Vander Maten has made application to the County of Rock, for a permit to construct 
a feedlot with a capacity of 500 animal units or more. 
 The proposed feedlot will be located in the NE1/4 of the NE1/4 of section 1 in 
Battle Plain Township, Rock County, Minnesota.
 The proposed facility consists of a total confinement barn to house 2400 head 
of swine between 55 and 300 pounds. Using 0.3 animal units per head, total animal 
units are 720. The building shall have a poured reinforced concrete pit for manure 
storage. The total animal unit capacity will be 720.
 This publication shall constitute as notice to each resident and each owner of 
real property within 5,000 feet of the perimeter of the proposed feedlot as required 
by Minnesota State Law.

(4-5)

Notice of completed 
application

STATE OF MINNESOTA
BEFORE THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES REGULATORY BOARD

In the Matter of License
Application of Children's Minnesota      NOTICE OF COMPLETED APPLICATION
Minneapolis, Minnesota
      PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory 
Board (hereinafter EMSRB) has received a completed application from Children’s 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota for a new license to provide Advanced Life 
Support Specialized (ALSS) ambulance service statewide.
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, pursuant to Minn. Stat 144E.11, subd. 3, 
each municipality, county, community health board, governing body of a regional 
emergency medical services system, ambulance service and other person wishing 
to make recommendations concerning the disposition of the application, shall make 
written recommendations or comments opposing the application to the EMSRB 
within 30 days or by April 24, 2018, at 4:30 p.m.
 Written recommendations or comments opposing the application should be 
sent to: Tony Spector, Executive Director, EMSRB, 2829 University Avenue S.E., 
Suite 310, Minneapolis, Minnesota  55414-3222.  If no more than five comments 
opposing the application are received during the comment period, and the EMSRB 
approves the application, the applicant will be exempt from a contested case hearing, 
pursuant to Minn. Stat. 144E.11, subd 4(a).  If more than five comments in opposition 
to the application are received during the comment period, or the EMSRB denies 
the application, the applicant may immediately request a contested case hearing, 
or may try to resolve the objections of the public and/or the EMSRB within 30 days, 
pursuant to Minn. Stat. 144E.11, subd. 5(a)(b).  If the applicant is unable to resolve 
the objections within 30 days, or if the applicant initially requests a contested case 
hearing, one will be scheduled and notice of the hearing given pursuant to Minn. 
Stat. 144E.11, subd. 5(c)-(e).

Date: March 20, 2018
Tony Spector, Executive Director

(4-5)

ISD #2184 School Board
meets Feb. 22

MINUTES OF THE SCHOOL BOARD MEETING OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 2184, ROCK COUNTY, LUVERNE, MINNESOTA.  

 A regular meeting of the Board of Education, ISD #2184, was held in the 
District Office on February 22, 2018, at 7:00 p.m.
 The following members were present:  Katie Baustian, Jodi Bosch, Colleen 
Deutsch, Eric Hartman, Tim Jarchow, Shelley Sandbulte (by phone), and Reva 
Sehr.  Also present:  Craig Oftedahl, Marlene Mann, Stacy Gillette, and Mavis 
Fodness – Rock County Star Herald.
 Chairperson Baustian called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
It was noted there is an addendum to the agenda.  Motion made by Deutsch, second 
by Hartman, to approve the agenda with the addendum.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Administrative reports were given.
 Motion made by Bosch, second by Jarchow, to approve the January 25 and 
February 8 School Board minutes as presented.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Business Manager Marlene Mann reviewed the school district bills.  Motion 
made by Hartman, second by Deutsch, to approve payment of the bills as presented 
in the amount of $1,175,302.29.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Sehr, to receive the Student Activity 
Report showing the balances as of January 31, 2018.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Superintendent Oftedahl shared information regarding the 2018-19 and 2019-
20 school calendars.  He requested that the school board table action on this item.  
Motion made by Deutsch, second by Bosch, to table action on the 2018-19 school 
year calendar.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Business Manager Marlene Mann reviewed the revised 2018-19 Revenue 
Budget with the school board.  It was noted that Fund 06 has been created to ac-
commodate the bond issue funds for the building project.  Motion made by Deutsch, 
second by Hartman, to approve the revised revenue budget as presented in the 
amount of $47,542,154 which includes the bond funds for the building project.  Mo-
tion unanimously carried.
 Superintendent Oftedahl reviewed background information regarding the 
Resolutions to Fully Fund Special Education Services.  These Resolutions were 
provided by MREA and they will be using them in their lobbying at both the State 
and Federal levels.  Motion made by Hartman, second by Bosch, to adopt the 
Resolution to Fully Fund Special Education Services (Federal programs).  Motion 
unanimously carried.  Motion made by Hartman, second by Deutsch, to adopt the 
Resolution to Fully Fund Special Education Services (State programs).  Motion 
unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Bosch, to accept the retirement of Mark 
Lundgren, Social Studies teacher, effective at the end of the 2017-18 school year.  
Motion unanimously carried. 
 Motion made by Hartman, second by Sehr, to accept the resignation of Tif-
fany Veal, Special Education teacher, effective June 1, 2018.  Motion unanimously 
carried.
 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Jarchow, to accept the resignation of 
Gabrielle Daniels, Special Education teacher, effective at the end of the 2017-18 
school year.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Bosch, second by Sehr, to approve the hiring of Ken Hup as 
assistant track coach.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Jarchow, to approve Stephanie Roozen-
boom as volunteer track coach.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Hartman, second by Bosch, to approve the hiring of Crystal 
Swenson as long-term substitute Media Center paraprofessional for the remainder 
of the 2017-18 school year.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Sehr, second by Bosch, to accept the resignation of Lacey 
Holck, custodian, effective March 2, 2018.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Committee reports were given. 
 The upcoming meeting dates were reviewed.  
 Motion made by Bosch, second by Hartman, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion 
unanimously carried.
 Dated:  February 22, 2018      
   Shelley Sandbulte, Clerk
                (4-5)

Avera is an Equal Opportunity/Affi rmative Action Employer 
Minority/Female/Disabled/Veteran/Sexual Orientation/Gender Identity

Avera Merrill Pioneer Health, part of the Avera Health 
system, is seeking experienced and progressive candidates 
for the position of Administrator as we build a new 10 bed 
hospital and clinic scheduled to open in April 2019. 

The Administrator is responsible to provide leadership, 
direction, and administration along with community 
visibility. A Bachelor’s degree in Health Administration or 
Business Administration and a minimum of 3-5 years of 
management experience is required. A Master’s degree 
in Health Administration or Business Administration and 
healthcare experience and/or past hospital CEO experience 
is preferred. The ideal candidate is a visionary leader who 
can build effective teams and communicate within the 
organization and community. We are seeking candidates 
who will need to be highly visible in the communities and 
form strong connections to the communities we serve. 

Avera Merrill Pioneer Health is a not-for-profi t organization 
committed to providing health care services in extreme 
Northwest Iowa. The hospital will have surgical rooms, 
provide emergency services, therapy services, emergency 
care, outpatient clinics and programs, radiology, lab, 
inpatient hospice, and chemotherapy. 

Rock Rapids, with a current population of 2,600, is a 
community with many recreational opportunities, such 
as bike and walking trails, camping, fi shing, swimming, 
sports facility, dirt track racing, golfi ng, and snowmobiling. 
Residents enjoy small town living with easy access to larger 
communities of Sioux Falls, Iowa Great Lakes, the Twin 
Cities, and Omaha. 

Only written or online applications will be considered. You 
can apply online at www.averajobs.org. Please reference 
Req. 1802456 when applying.

ADMINISTRATOR (CEO)
AVERA MERRILL PIONEER HEALTH 

ROCK RAPIDS, IA

Avera McKennan Hospital and University Health Center
Human Resources

Phone: 605-322-7850 | Fax: 605-322-7868
e-mail: hr@mckennan.org | www.averajobs.org

Look No Further

Merrill Pioneer 
Community Hospital

Oakwood 
Apartments
401 Oak St., Ellsworth

• 1 Bedroom Unit Available

Unit Available
Water, Sewer & 

Garbage Included. 
Rent Based on Income

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY
Van Binsbergen 

& Associates, Inc.
320-269-6640 ext. 22

Equal Housing Opportunity

www.vanbllc.com

FOR LEASE
3 Bedroom at 

Rock Creek Townhomes
$630/mo Includes water, sewer, 

trash,W/D hook-ups, garage
Section 8 Welcome – 

Income Restrictions Apply
(507) 220-0757

LloydManagementInc.com
Equal Housing Opportunity

PUBLIC NOTICES

CLASSIFIEDS

For Rent: Two-bedroom apart-
ment with central air, water 
and heat, and one car garage 
included. On-site laundry. Qui-
et area, no smoking, no pets. 
Call 507-920-0406. (4.5-4.22)

For Rent: one-bedroom up-
stairs apartment with carport. 
No smoking and no pets al-
lowed. Call 507-283-9720.
 (3.29-4.15)

Offi ce space for rent: close to 
downtown Luverne, quiet area, 
single or double offi ce space 
available. Contact Roni at 605-
351-3522. (3.25-4.12)

For Rent: one-bedroom apart-
ment near downtown Luverne. 
$290 per month. No Pets. Call 
605-201-6427. (tc)



Want to promote 
an event in the 

Star Herald Dining 
& Entertainment?

IT'S EASY!
Call

283-2333
Email

rick@star-herald.com

Stop by our 
offi ces at 

117 W. Main
in Luverne

DO YOUR PART!
Recycle this 
newspaper

FOR SALE
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MISCELLANEOUS

CLASSIFIEDS

CLASS A CDL DRIVER 
for private fl eet. Local or 
regional. Dedicated runs 5 days/
week. Call John 920/841-1900

RAILROAD 
VEGETATION CONTROL: 

Full-time traveling opportunity, 
60-80 hours/week, $13-$15/hour start-
ing, meal allowance, paid lodging, health/
dental, 401(k) & paid time off. RAW, 
Inc. in Cooperstown, ND 888/700-0292 
w w w . r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m 
i n f o @ r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m

SAVE ON MEDICARE 
SUPPLEMENT INSURANCE 

Get a fast and free rate quote 
from Medicare.com. No cost! No 
obligation! Compare quotes from 
major insurance cos. Operators 
standing by. Call 844/504-0156

WANTED: MOTORCYCLES 
1970’S & 1960’s Era: 2-stroke & 4-stroke. 
Easy CA$H to you! Call: 612/655-3320

MOTORCYCLES WANTED 
Cash paid for old motorcycles 
sitting in the barn or shed. Non-
running, no titles OK! Local 
buyer always paying more! 320/420-7675

WERE YOU AN INDUSTRIAL 
OR CONSTRUCTION TRADESMAN
and recently diagnosed with lung cancer? 
You and your family may be entitled to a 
signifi cant cash award. Call 855/782-2405
for your risk-free consultation.

LOSING SOYBEAN YIELD 
to white mold? New EPA registered seed 
treatment – Heads Up Plant Protectant 
now available. Ask your seed dealer. Call 
866/368-9306 or www.headsupST.com

A PLACE FOR MOM 
The nation’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our trusted, 
local experts today! Our service is 
free/no obligation. Call 844/347-2104

DISH NETWORK 
190+ channels. Free install. Free hopper 
HD-DVR. $49.99/month (24 mos.) Add 
high speed internet - $14.95 (where avail.) 
Call today & save 25%! 855/562-4309

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save! Call our licensed Canadian & Inter-
national pharmacy, compare prices & get 
$25.00 OFF your fi rst prescription! Call 
877/210-2257 Promo Code: CDC201725

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY 
TV, Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB 
per second speed. No contract or com-
mitment. More Channels. Faster Inter-
net. Unlimited Voice. Call 844/290-5838

MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT

CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

HEALTH

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

WANTED TO BUY

Advertise here statewide in 260+ newspapers 
for only $279 per week! Call 800-279-2979 Smithfield is an EEO/AA Employer 

 

Smithfield Sioux Falls 
Meat Your Career 

 

  
 

   
 
 
 

 

See all our sizzling hot careers at: 
www.smithfieldfoods.com/careers 

Or call 605-330-3354 

*Production Team Members    *Warehouse Team Members 
*Maintenance Team Members *Maintenance Supervisor 

Sizzling Hot Benefits 
Competitive Pay 
Excellent Medical, Dental & Vision 
      Pay as little as $24.71 per week 
Paid vacations, holidays, bereavement and sick leave 
Tuition Reimbursement 
      Up to $6,000 per year 
Company Meat Store Discounts 
401(k) Plan with Matching Funds 

Many opportunities to advance your career! 
 

 

HELP WANTED
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RNs & LPNs
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Loan Repayment Program of up to $400 per month
�������	�
��������������������
���
����!"!

Edgebrook Care Center

Now offering increased starting wages for 
RN  $25.50

LPN  $18.75
CNA  $13.00

Apply online at www.worthingtonnursinghomes.com or call  
South Shore 507-376-3175 or Crossroads 507-376-5312

with a new career!
START FRESHSTART FRESHSTART FRESH

EEO/AA

“Your Calling, Your Place.”
Sanford Luverne Medical Center | 877-673-0854

Sanford Luverne Medical Center
is currently accepting applications for FT (Full-Time), 
PT (Part-Time) and PRN (Part-Time as Needed) positions:

To apply, visit sanfordhealth.jobs search “Luverne” 
in the location search bar.

COOK – PRN 

CERTIFIED MEDICATION 
   ASSISTANT – FT, PRN

HOME HEALTH AIDE – PRN

LPN, HOSPICE – FT, PRN

Wanted- CHS needs seasonal truck drivers in the towns listed below. 
For seasonal truck drivers a CDL and clean driving record are 
preferred. Also looking for Drivers for evening and weekend 

shifts. Hazmat and Tanker preferred but not required.

Drivers are needed at the following locations: Colton SD, 
Garretson SD, Worthing SD, Elkton SD, Magnolia MN, Ruthton 

MN, Tracy MN, and Marshall MN. 

If you are interested in applying, please email your contact info 
and qualifi cations to  kyle.heronimus@chsinc.com or call 

605-582-2415 and ask for Kyle. 
To see complete job posting and apply online, visit www.chsinc.

com/careers. Click on: Careers / under CHS Opportunities fi nd 
“CHS career search here” then click 

Search Openings and enter ID# 11078. 
CHS Inc. is an EEO employer.

CHS Eastern Farmers Truck Drivers - Seasonal

Ellsworth, MN

Looking 
for a 

NEW CAREER?
RN / LPN - $25.50

Night Shift, MN Nursing License Required
Benefits: Excellent PERA, PTO and holiday pay. 

Wages based on experience.
CNA - $13.00

$2,000 scholaship for students
Benefits: Health insurance, PERA retirement plan 

and holiday pay. 
Dietary Assistant / Cook

Contact Darnell Krull - RN
507-967-2388 or dkparkviewmanor@frontiernet.net

MN VETERANS HOME
STUDENT WORKER CUSTODIAL/

MAINTENANCE
  Assist with the maintenance of the facility and grounds 
including lawn mowing, trimming, painting and other 
light maintenance duties.  Basic knowledge of lawn care 

required. Part-time/temporary (May-August). 
Applicants must be enrolled in a secondary educational 

program or planning to enroll within 
three months of initial appointment. 
Hourly wage:  $11.25.  Apply online:  

https://mn.gov/mmb/careers/   
Application deadline:  April 13, 2018.  

For additional information 
call 507-283-6211. 

General Construction Workers

Cleveringa Construction, Inc. has 
immediate openings - full time preferred. 
We offer sign-on bonus after six months, 

401k, vacation & sick pay.

Contact Merlin at 507-920-5631

HELP WANTED

For Sale: yard dirt, landscap-
ing rock - 1.5 and 3/4 inch sand, 
some gravel. Trucks will deliv-
er. Also do tree stump grinding. 
Call Wayne Biever 507-227-
4521 or 507-283-4614. 
 (3.22-4.8)

30” fl at screen TV, Brand new 
Lazy Boy Recliner, 7’ 3pt 
Blade, 600 gallon poly tank for 
water or chemicals, 7 section 
drag cart. 507-920-6831

(4.5-4.8)

HAVE A UNIQUE SERVICE 
OR BUSINESS? Get the 
word out to over 1.4 million 
households. Call WIDE AREA 
CLASSIFIEDS today, 507-
359-7326.                           (tc)

New Prairie Insulation of Bea-
ver Creek has a full-time Insu-
lation Installer position avail-
able. Monday through Friday, 
health insurance, vacation, 
holiday, retirement plan, bonus 
opportunities. Will train. Call 
Dean at 605-376-3006 or 507-
673-2548.  (tc)

Drivers (CDL-A): Home Dai-
ly! Full-time mail route out 
of Sioux Falls, SD. $20.80/hr. 
+ Fringe Benefi ts. Must meet 
DOT regulations. Contact Diz-
co Inc.: 1-855-979-4510.

(3-29-4.8)

Oasis Care Home is now hir-
ing various weekend shifts 
for CNA. $13.50 per hour. 
Call Mandy at Oasis Care 
Home for more information at 
507-449-6156.     (3.25-4.12)

Client Community Services, 
Inc. has openings for Direct 
Support Professionals in our 
two homes in Luverne. Cur-
rently, we have three positions 
available (one overnight), all 
with an average of 35 hours 
per week. All three positions 
are health insurance eligible 
and offer other benefi t options.   
We also have four part-time 
positions available; one over-
night shift.  These positions 
range in hours from 8 up to 20 
hours a week depending on the 
block schedule.  All shifts are 
on a two week rotating sched-
ule with fi xed hours. If you are 
interested in these positions 
and would like more informa-
tion, please visit our website 
at www.clientcommunityser-
vices.org and apply online.  
We can also be reached at the 
CCSI offi ces in Worthington, 
MN at (507) 376-3171 x 2.
 (3.25-4.12)

FamilyU, Luverne’s School 
Aged Child Care program, is 
seeking applicants for a part-
time Child Care Assistant for 
Summer 2018, and possibly 
school year after school care. 
Qualifi ed candidates must be 
a high school sophomore or 
older, have experience work-
ing with K-5 children, and 
demonstrate positive behavior 
management skills. Weekday 
hours vary from 15-40 hours 
per week, June 1 through Au-
gust 24. Apply at Luverne 
Community Education, 709 N. 
Kniss Ave, Luverne. Applica-
tion deadline - April 17. EOE
 (4.1-4.12)

Find Us Online!
star-herald.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

The Rock County Administrator is now accepting applica-
tions for the position of Deputy Auditor/Treasurer - Accoun-
tant in the Rock County Auditor/Treasurer’s Offi ce until April 
20, 2018 at 5:00 PM. This position performs diffi cult pro-
fessional and administrative work in an offi ce setting, with 
an emphasis in accounting and fi nance, in assisting with the 
daily operations of the Auditor/Treasurer’s Offi ce and License 
Center to include payroll, computation, collection and dis-
tribution of real estate, mortgage and deed taxes, elections, 
audit preparation and fi nancial analysis and reporting. Quali-
fi cations for this position are as follows: Bachelor’s degree in 
Accounting or Finance, with a minimum 2-year experience 
in Public Accounting (audit) and/or Financial Management 
or comparable accounting and fi nancial management ex-
perience; experience interpreting Governmental Accounting 
Standards and Publication is desired. This is a full time ben-
efi t eligible position; starting hourly wage range is $19.91 

- $22.40 DOQ with a maximum hourly wage of $28.34.
A detailed job description and an application form for this 
position can be accessed at http://www.co.rock.mn.us/em-
ployment.html. For additional questions, please contact the 
Rock County Administrator’s Offi ce at 507-283-5065 or by 

email at susan.skattum@co.rock.mn.us
An Equal Opportunity Employer

DEPUTY AUDITOR/
TREASURER - ACCOUNTANT

ROCK COUNTY 
AUDITOR/TREASURER’S 

OFFICE

Midwest Fire Equipment & Repair Company is looking for a full 
time Fire Apparatus Assembler.  Our team is looking for an 

individual who has a positive attitude, organizational skills and can 
work in a fast-paced professional manufacturing environment. 
Midwest Fire was named one of the 50 Best Places to Work by 

Prairie Business Magazine in 2015 & 2016.
Duties: Assembling plumbing or electrical subcomponents, assist 

in implementation and sustainment of 5S and lean efforts.
Qualifications: High school diploma or equivalent.  This position 
requires strong work ethic and mechanical aptitude.  Experience in 

the fire apparatus field, and/or plumbing or electrical assembly a 
bonus, but not required.

Applications are available online at www.midwestfire.com.  You may 
email a resume or completed application to 

darcie@midwestfire.com or apply in person at our facility located at 
901 Commerce Rd, Luverne MN, 

office hours are 8 am to 5 pm Monday thru Friday.

FIRE APPARATUS 
ASSEMBLER

STOP BY AND 
SEE US AT THE
Samplin g from  10 am - 3 pm

319 W Main St, Luverne 507-449-5052Follow us on Twitter @bluemoundliquor
& Instagram luvernebluemoundliquor

Rock County Historical SocietyRoRRRR cckk CCouououo nnntttyy y y yyy HHHiiststtorooorrorriciccalalalalal SSSSSocooocococieeetytytyyyyyyy

Proceeds support the Rock County Historical Society

Delicious Salads 
ooooooooooounununuuuunnntytytyyyyyy HHHHistotoriricacall SoSoooooccicietetttettttyyyyyyyy

Every Sunday
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sunday Brunch

507-669-2246

• ROAST BEEF • HAM 
• BACON • SAUSAGE  

• EGGS • FRENCH TOAST 
• AND LOTS MORE!  

Adults $10.95  
Kids under 13 $7.95

March 30 - April 1 (Opening weekend), April 6 - 8    
All shows at 7 p.m. - except Sun. April 8 at 2 p.m.
Movie - “God’s Not Dead: A Light In Darkness” 
April 5 (Thursday)    •    6 p.m.
Bank Nite FREE Family Movie - “The Nut Job: Nutty By Nature”
(Sponsored by Papik Motors and First Farmers & Merchants Bank) 
April 14 (Saturday)   •   8 p.m.  
The Locals present “One Hit Wonders”  
Tickets $20 Adults / $10 Students
A fundraiser for the Luverne Optimist Club
April 15 (Sunday)   •   2 p.m.  
Silent Movie - “The Freshman” - Featuring organist, Leona Hoek

Palace Theatre Upcoming Events

 We’re excited to announce that we’ll be offering 
online ticketing starting with “The Locals”.  

This will be for live events (not movies).  
Log on to www.palacetheatre.us to order! There 
will be a small processing fee for online orders.  

To order without the processing fee, 
stop at the Palace Box Offi ce.  

We hope this will be a great and convenient way 
to purchase tickets for our upcoming events!

ONLINE TICKETING

Box offi ce is open • Monday - Friday  12 p.m. -  5 p.m. • 507-283-4339

 

THE HISTORIC PALACE THEATRE

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT WWW.PALACETHEATRE.US

One Hit Wonders
A FUNDRAISER FOR THE LUVERNE OPTIMIST’S CLUB

LU
VERNE, MN

RICHARD & CAROL MORGAN
DON & LISA DINGER
FIRST FARMERS & MERCHANTS
BUFFALO RIDGE INSURANCESP

ON
SO

RS MINNWEST BANK
JAYCOX
STERLING’S 
THE BLUESTEM

Magnolia Township will be accepting gravel bids 
for gravel to be applied on township roads. Bids 
must be received by April 18, 2018.

Send to: Magnolia Township
  1581 121st St.
  Luverne, MN 56156

Magnolia Township Board

GRAVEL BIDS: MAGNOLIA TOWNSHIP

Rock County
Veterans
Services
507-283-5061
M-F: 8 a.m. to Noon
Rock County Courthouse

minnesotaveteran.org

Did you serve on 
Active Military 
Duty?

Do you have 
an honorable 
discharge?

Contact your 
veteran services 
offi cer to discuss 
eligibility for 
federal and state 
benefi ts. 

ROCK COUNTY VETERANSRock County
2018 Board of  Appeal & Equalization Schedule

Monday, April 16, 2018
ROSE DELL TOWNSHIP   
Township Hall - Jasper  -  9 to 9:30 A.M.  

SPRINGWATER TOWNSHIP   
Beaver Creek Township Hall  -  11:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.

BEAVER CREEK TOWNSHIP   
Beaver Creek Township Hall  -  11:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.

BATTLE PLAIN TOWNSHIP   
Justin Prins residence 1941 231st St  -  3:30 to 4 P.M. 

Tuesday, April 17, 2018
KANARANZI TOWNSHIP   
CHS - SWMN Grain Elevator - Kanaranzi  -  9 to 9:30 A.M.

MOUND TOWNSHIP   
Rock County Highway Department  -  11 to 11:30 A.M.

VIENNA TOWNSHIP
Kenneth Community Center - Kenneth - 1:30 to 2:00 P.M.

MARTIN TOWNSHIP   
Martin Township Hall  -  7 to 7:30 P.M.

Wednesday, April 18, 2018
CLINTON TOWNSHIP   
Township Hall - Steen  -  9:00 to 9:30 A.M.

LUVERNE TOWNSHIP   
Pizza Ranch, 110 E. Main St., Luverne  -  11 to 11:30 A.M.

MAGNOLIA TOWNSHIP   
SW MN Health & Human Services Bldg - Luverne  -  7 to 7:30 P.M.

Tuesday, April 24, 2018
DENVER TOWNSHIP
Hardwick City Hall   -  7 to 7:30 P.M.

 Come join our team at the Howling Dog 
Saloon!   We have openings for

part-time bartenders and waitstaff. 
Pay will be based on performance  and 
experience.  A three-month evaluation 

with the possibility of bonus.
Pick up an application or 
email any inquiries to the 

howlingdogSaloon1@gmail.com.

HELP WANTED

Sunday, April 8
9am - 1pm

Adults $7.00 10 & Under $3.00

American Legion 
Luverne
124 W Main
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