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Luverne Softball Association hosts ‘Bash-A-Rama’ fast-pitch tourney ... See page 8A

By Mavis Fodness
Owners of the former Hills Co-

Op Creamery Association building 
received permission to tear down 
the brick and sandstone structure 
next month.

Kris Gagnon purchased the 
68-by-68-foot building five years 
ago to house salvaged lumber for 
his Banking Barns business.

He told Hills City Council 
members July 13 of his plans and 
requested permits to tear down 
the two-story building on West 
Third Street. 

“The building is not safe any-
more. There’s been too much ice 
and water damage over the years,” 
Gagnon said, adding that he’ll 
salvage some materials from the 
demolished structure.

Contractor Spencer Schenk 
with Stone Hill Excavation of 

Sioux Falls, who attended the 
meeting with Gagnon, will handle 
the removal and cleanup of the 
half-acre site. 

He asked about capping sewer 
and water service to the property 
with an understanding that one 

By Mavis Fodness
Notifications will be mailed to 

about 300 residents and property 
owners in the city of Hills direct-
ing them to clean up their proper-
ties.

The letters inform them that 
they could face fines and possible 
cleanup at their own expense.

Deadline is Oct. 1.
Councilors reviewed a letter 

drafted by city attorney Paul Vis 
outlining the cleanup process.

“I like the way it is written 
— it’s very clear,” said Hills City 
Council member Stacen Burgers.

The council voted unani-
mously to move forward with pos-
sible legal action brought against 
offenders. Councilor Vickie Buss-
witz was not present at the July 13 
city council meeting.

The city has repeatedly sent 
written notifications to residents 
and property owners about vari-
ous items left on lawns through-
out the city.

The majority of items are in 
violation of the city’s nuisance 
ordinance adopted by councilors 
in 2013. 

Instead of another mail-
ing from the city, councilors are 
instructing their attorney to do 
the talking.

“Many residents have re-
sponded positively to communi-
cations regarding the ordinance, 
and the city of Hills thanks you 
for your efforts,” Vis wrote. “Un-
fortunately, there have been some 
offenders who have not complied 
to the applicable city ordinance.”

Discussions between coun-
cilors revealed violators are 
primarily renters of homes in the 
city and they are being asked to 

“remove all unlicensed, uninsured, 
inoperable vehicles, yard debris, 
garbage, waste, etc.” from their 
property.

Landlords/property owners 
will bear the expense if the city 
cleans the property.

“If no action is taken after 
the citation is given, the city will 
arrange to have your property 
cleaned at the owner’s expense; 
the cost of the cleaning up of your 
property will be assessed to your 
property taxes,” Vis wrote.

By Lori Sorenson
The city of Beaver Creek 

learned this summer that 
manganese levels in its city 
drinking water are five times 
the level 
determined 
safe for 
infants 
by the 
Minnesota 
Department 
of Health.

Recent MDH tests show 
manganese in Beaver Creek’s 
water at 500 micrograms per liter.

For households with infants 
who drink untreated tap water, up 
to 100 micrograms of manganese 
per liter of water is considered 
safe. 

If everyone in the household 
is more than one year old, a safe 
level of manganese in the water is 
300 micrograms per liter.

At their July 14 meeting, 
Beaver Creek council members 
considered the information.

According to city maintenance 
director Travis Helgeson, there 
isn’t a change in the manganese 
level in city water; it’s just that 
the Health Department now tests 
for the mineral in its regular 
inspections.

It’s unclear how long the 
mineral has been elevated, but 
Helgeson said the city’s water is 
basically the same today as it’s 
been for years.

Health Department officials 
haven’t directed the city to change 
course on its water treatment, but 
they recommend residents be 
notified of the findings.

At their July 14 meeting, 
council members directed city 
clerk Jane Blank to include a 
letter in the next utility bill with 
information about the manganese 

By Mavis Fodness
Adults and older 4-H’ers 

gathered Sunday night at the 
Rock County Fairgrounds in 
Luverne to show an eager group 
of youth how to work with beef 
animals prior to next week’s 
county fair.

Magnolia Juniors 4-H 
member Justin Mente suggested 
the practice evening with fellow 
club members and invited other 
beef project participants to the 
90-minute session in the horse 
arena. 

He asked his older brother 
and former 4-H’er, Trevor, to 
help while he performed duties as 
the livestock judge.

The Mente brothers showed 
4-H’ers how to groom, tie and 
teach their animals how to lead 

Hot Diggity Dog!
Crowds flood streets for 59th Hot Dog Night

Luverne celebrated its 59th annual Hot Dog 
Night on July 15 with merchants sharing more 
than 12,000 free hot dogs plus creative top-

pings and side dishes.
After a pandemic 2020 summer of limited parties, it 

seemed the 2021 Hot Dog Night was bigger and better 
than ever.

Chamber Director Jane Lanphere thanked the busi-
nesses who participated and reflected on the origins of 

Star Herald
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By Lori Sorenson

Merchants thank customers 
with 12,000 free franks and more

Where’s the beef?
4-H’ers practice for next week’s fair

Luverne Hot Dog Night/continued on page 12A

Hills to crack 
down on  
nuisance 
junk in town

Crowds gather on Luverne’s Main Street Thursday, July 15, for Luverne’s 59th Annual Hot Dog Night.

Connor and Daxton Mann enjoy free hotdogs while wiener dog Dixie shows off her tutu and hat.

Beaver Creek 
has elevated 
manganese 
in city water
Mineral has been there 
for years, but new tests 
show manganese level 
five times what’s thought 
to be safe for infants

Beef show practice/see 3A

Historic Hills landmark to 
be demolished next month

Hills creamery demo/see 5A

Beaver Creek water/see 2A

Water softeners 
and treatment 
systems reduce 
manganese 
to safe levels

Mavis Fodness photo/0722 Beef Clinic
Livestock superintendents Dave Mente (right) and Dallas Knobloch 
help Camdyn Broesder with his beef calf Sunday night.

“The building is not 
safe anymore. 

There’s been too much 
ice and water damage 

over the years.” 

— Kris Gagnon, 
building owner
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Community calendar

Mavis Fodness photo/0722 People Jarvie Fellowship
Library director Calla Jarvie holds books appropriate for readers at the third-grade level. Jarvie 
and the Rock County Library are among 22 rural libraries in 19 states selected to improve 
third-grade reading outcomes in rural communities. The Rural Library Initiative is a two-year 
program through Save the Children and Partners for Education.

By Mavis Fodness
Library director Calla 

Jarvie and the Rock County 
Library are among 22 rural 
library fellows selected na-
tionwide to improve third-
grade reading outcomes in 
rural communities. 

“The Rural Library 
Initiative will provide an 
invaluable opportunity 
to cultivate libraries as 
change-makers and librar-
ies as key partners in their 
communities,” said Regina 
Washington, director of 
Rural Impact Networks at 
Partners for Education.

Jarvie will participate 
in peer consultation, lead-
ership development and 
coaching, and she will re-
ceive funding to implement 
the strategies they develop. 

She’ll attend train-
ing though twice monthly 
webinars and one-on-one 
consultations. 

“Libraries in rural areas 
are uniquely positioned 
to serve as community 
anchors for young learners,” 
said Lesley Graham with 
Save the Children, who is 
sponsoring the fellowship. 

“We’re confident the 
Rural Library Fellows will 
have the tools, skills and re-
sources they need to build 
lifelong learners and set 
children up for success.” 

The fellowship will op-
erate for two years, through 
June 2023. 

The first year focuses 
on capacity building and 

training. The second year 
focuses on implementing 
plans created by librarians 
in each community.

There are 22 librar-
ians in 19 states who will 
participate in the fellowship 
program.

Jarvie said she is ex-
cited about working with lo-
cal third-grade teachers in 

developing an action plan 
to help students improve 
their reading.

“I don’t know in what 
capacity yet,” she said. 

“But that is part of the 
plan.”

Research indicates 
children who have not 
mastered the mechanics of 
reading by the end of third 

grade face significant bar-
riers to higher education 
access and success. 

Research also shows 
students who lack read-
ing mastery are four more 
times likely to drop out 
of high school compared 
with their peers who read 
proficiently when they 
finished third grade. 

level in the city’s drinking 
water.

“As a council we need 
to consider everyone’s 
health,” said council 
member Pat Bender. “In 
all fairness, we need to 
notify everybody.”

Manganese occurs 
naturally in groundwater 
across Minnesota. 

Based on a recent 
MDH study, groundwater 
in southeastern 
Minnesota tends to have 
low levels of manganese 
(below 50 micrograms per 
liter). 

Southwestern 
Minnesota tends to have 
higher levels — some over 
1,000 micrograms per 
liter. Beaver Creek’s is at 
500 — which the health 
department considers to 
be unsafe for infants and 
questionable for adults.

Although public water 
systems are not required 
to test for manganese, 
MDH estimates about 90 
percent of community 
public drinking water 
systems have levels of 
manganese below 100 
micrograms per liter.

 About 3 percent of 
Minnesota’s community 
public water systems 
have levels above 300, so 
Beaver Creek’s water at 
500 has more manganese 
than most Minnesota 
cities.

Water softeners, filters 
reduce manganese

An important 
consideration is that 

water softeners and many 
household water treatment 
units reduce manganese 
to safe levels, and the 

city letter to Beaver Creek 
residents will include that 
tip.

Helgeson told that 
council that he requested 
the MDH test homes in 
Beaver Creek with softened 
water, and the result was 
that manganese levels in 
the treated water were 
drastically reduced.

Drinking water with 
high levels of manganese 
can be harmful for human 
health, but taking a bath or 
a shower in it is not. 

Manganese in water 
can stain laundry, cause 
scaling on plumbing and 
make drinking water look, 
smell or taste bad.

Helgeson told council 
members that when Beaver 
Creek used Rock County 
Rural Water for two weeks, 
the new splash pad had 
noticeably less staining on 
the deck.

The city has since 
started softening the water 
used at the splash pad.

Buying rural water is 
an option, as is treating the 
drinking water, and the city 
may consider cost options 
for each.

For now, though, the 
only immediate action will 
be to inform city residents 
of the manganese levels 
in the drinking water and 
encourage water softeners 
and home water treatment 
options.

Meetings
Springwater Township Board will meet at 7 p.m. 

Tuesday Aug. 3, in the township hall.
Parkinson Support Group will meet from 2 to 3 

p.m. Thursday, Aug. 5, at Poplar Creek apartments 
in Luverne. Masks must be worn.

Field Day for carbon credits, 
cover crops and pasture 
management July 22

The Rock County Land Management Office is 
partnering with local organizations to host a field day 
from 9:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Thursday, July 22, in the 
Blac-X Farms pasture 7 3/4 miles west of Hardwick 
on County Road 7 (201st Street). Coming from the 
west, it’s 1 3/4 miles east of Highway 23.

The event will address the basics of carbon credits, 
cover crops and pasture management with local 
farmers sharing their experiences and demonstrating 
how to use temporary fencing in pastures. It will 
also provide information on financial and technical 
assistance for the practices.

The Rock Nobles Cattlemen’s Association will 
serve a free noon meal for those who RSVP. Call 507-
283-8862 or email doug.bos@co.rock.mn.us.

Community meal July 28
The United Methodist Church will offer its 

Wednesday Night Free Community Meal at 5:30 p.m. 
July 28 at 109 N. Freeman. Pick-up option is available. 
Call 507-283-4529.

School open for registration
Families interested in registering their students for 

the 2021-22 school year are encouraged to call Luverne 
School District to set up an appointment. The Luverne 
Middle School-High School office is open from 7 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. and the phone number is 507-283-4491. 
The Luverne Elementary School office will open Aug. 
2 and the phone number is 507-283-4497.

Community Ed announcements
Luverne Community Education is closed for 

the final two weeks of July and will reopen Aug. 2. 
Registrations for the following classes can be taken 
at that time. Call 507-283-4724 to sign up.

Friday morning Adventure Day Camps 
End of Summer Fun will be Aug. 13 at the Rock 
County Fairgrounds. Fee is $15 per day. Limited to 15 
students in grades 1-4 as attended during the 2020-21 
school year.

Kids in the Kitchen for grades K-8 includes 
Bakery Fun Aug. 19. Fee is $16/child.

Students ages 8-13 may attend Boot Camp the 
week of Aug. 2-6. Learn how to muster, march and 
drill, about military history and the American flag, 
complete service projects, hear guest speakers who 
were in the military and more. Cost is $60.

Art Camp is three days of creativity for students 
who added grades K-5 during the past school year. 
Dates are Aug. 10, 11 and 12. Cost is $100.

Grades K through adult will Learn to Play Chess 
on Aug. 10, 17, 24 and 26. Use grade attended through 
the 2020-21 school year. Last class is a tournament. 
Great adult/child activity. Fee is $15.

Taking Defensive Driving Classes allow adults 
aged 55 or older to save on insurance premiums. After 
the beginning eight-hour class, a four-hour fresher 
class must be taken every three years to receive the 
reduced premium benefit.

Library Happenings
The Rock County Library is open from 10 a.m. to 

8 p.m. Mondays-Thursdays, 10 a.m to 5 p.m. Fridays, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays. Call the library,  507-449-
5040, or email rocklibrarystaff@gmail.com.

•Story Time at the Park with children’s librarian 
Bronwyn Wenzel is at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, July 27, 
Hawkinson Park, East Adams Avenue. Bring a chair 
or blanket.

•Zoo Man at the Park takes place at 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday, July 22, at Hawkinson Park.

•Toby Kid presents “Color Your World,” 
with interactive comedy, magic, puppetry and silliness 
at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 19, at library.

Monthly trivia nights with locally written 
questions are the first Thursdays of the month at Take 
16 on East Main Street in Luverne for teams of one 
or more individuals. No pre-registration is necessary. 
Library personnel conduct the event. 

Beaver Creek manganese in water/continued from page 1A

Jarvie, Rock County Library chosen for 
rural library fellowship program

Lori Sorenson photo/0722 beaver creek tower
Beaver Creek’s 50,000-gallon water tower, pictured July 
14, was painted this summer. The council opted to keep the 
same light blue color, because it was less likely to fade. 

“As a council we need to consider 
everyone’s health. In all fairness, 

we need to notify everybody.” 

— Pat Bender, council member
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With 52 percent of Minnesota 
now experiencing severe drought and 
4 percent in extreme drought, the 
state has entered the drought warning 
phase. 

With this designation, the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) and others are 
taking additional steps. 

Current drought information, 
including details on areas subject 
to surface water use suspensions, is 
available on DNR’s website.

The warning phase for drought 
occurs when a significant portion of 
the state passes thresholds for severe 
drought conditions at major water-
sheds. 

We have reached this threshold. 
The warning phase for public water 
suppliers using the Mississippi River 
is also triggered when stream flows 
in the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area 
have dropped below designated levels. 

We expect this threshold to be 
tripped in the coming days. The 
thresholds for drought watch and 
warning conditions are specified in 
the Minnesota Statewide Drought 
Plan.

Actions that are triggered in a 
drought warning include:

•Convening the State Drought 
Task Force, a panel of state, federal, 
regional and local experts with water-
related responsibilities. The Task 
Force was last convened in 2012.

•Notifying water appropriators 
with DNR permits that they should 
follow water conservation measures, 
such as reducing landscape irrigation, 
using more efficient irrigation equip-
ment, and checking for and repairing 
water leaks.

•Notifying public water suppliers 
to implement their water-use reduc-
tion actions. Residents and landown-
ers should watch for communica-
tions from municipal or public water 
supplier for details on local water use 
reduction actions and restrictions.

•Temporarily suspending or modi-
fying some water appropriations in 
response to low stream flow condi-
tions as necessary. 

As of July 15, the DNR has sus-
pended water appropriations in 10 
watersheds. Suspension of more sur-
face water appropriations is expected, 
unless there is a dramatic change in 
the current precipitation pattern.

Under current conditions, it will 
take at least three to five inches of 
precipitation spread over a period of 
about two weeks to significantly al-
leviate the drought. 

Soils are more efficiently replen-
ished by multiple rainfall events than 
by any single heavy rainfall event. 
Surface water and groundwater re-
spond somewhat differently over time.

Drought is a naturally occurring 
feature of Minnesota’s climate. Some 
level of moderate and severe drought 
typically occurs in the state almost 
every year for at least a few weeks. 

Most severe drought in Min-
nesota is short-lived, but drought in 
Minnesota does occasionally enter the 
extreme intensity classification.

“DNR is taking the drought 
seriously. We have a robust plan in 
place, strong partnerships across the 
state, and continue to take actions to 
respond to the current situation,” said 
DNR Commisioner Sarah Strommen. 

“We understand that people are 
seeing the impacts of the drought in 

and pose for the judge. They 
also explained show ring eti-
quette in preparation for the 
Friday, July 30, beef show. 

The show begins at 8 a.m. 
in the indoor arena.

“The more practice you have 
and the more practice the calf 
has, the better the calf and you 
will be,” Trevor advised.

Nine 4-H’ers and one Clo-
ver Bud (future 4-H’er) partici-
pated in the outdoor practice 
session.

Former 4-H’er and beef 
project participant Michael 
Kinsinger demonstrated the 
correct way to show cattle.

According to county Exten-
sion educator Kelsey Maeschen, 
27 4-H’ers have signed up for 
the beef show with 40 cattle 
expected on the grounds.

Mavis Fodness photo/0722 Beef Clinic
Rock County 4-H beef project members practice leading their animals in a showmanship clinic Sunday night at the Rock County Fairgrounds. 
Nine 4-H’ers and one Clover Bud attended the event to prepare for next week’s county fair.

“The more practice you have and the 
more practice the calf has, the better 

the calf and you will be.” 

— Trevor Mente, volunteer and 
former Rock County 4-H member

Minnesota 
enters drought 
warning phase
DNR and partners 
implement next 
steps in state’s 
drought response

Minnesota drought/see page 12A

Beef showmanship practice at fairgrounds/continued from page 1A

Above left, Trevor Mente explains the proper length to trim 
the hair on the heifer’s tail.

In the photo at left, Donavon Leenderts (right) walks his 
calf out of line while Dakotah Sina (center) brings her calf 
back into position under the instruction of Trevor Mente.

Below left, Cloverbud Kallista VanGrootheest holds the 
lead rope as 4-H’er Lanae Elbers leads Bubbles Sunday 
night during a 4-H beef project practice.
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On second 
thought

 By Lori Sorenson, editor

Our 
sports 
reporter 
is leaving 
the Star 
Herald 
to move 
with his 
wife to 
Portland, Oregon.

It’s a beautiful part of the 
country where they met each 
other and where their close 
friends live. And, he said, 

“We’d like to do some things 
while we’re still young and 
before we have children.”

He assured me he’s not 
leaving because his editor got 
after him about missing box 
scores and photos with feet 
cropped off.

Since his announcement 
Wednesday, I’ve pondered 
my own adventures “while I 
was still young and before I 
had children.”

My first was born when 
I was 27, so I had adequate 
time to “do some things while 
I was still young and before I 
had children.”

They were the usual 
post-college, 20-something 
experiences, but looking back, 
my real adventures started 
when children arrived.

My already busy and ful-
filling life suddenly became a 
closed chapter titled, “Before 
Children.”

The new chapter, “With 
Children,” made me wonder 
what I was so busy doing 
before I was put in charge of 
two little humans.

The baby and toddler 
stages became tooth fairy 
and preschool stages, which 
then turned into soccer, little 
league, piano lessons, tae 
kwon do and other life stages 
of growing children.

And one day the high 
school sports, music and 
prom stage turned into the 
graduation and college stage, 
and here we are, wondering 

Love the life you’re in;
the ride’s too short to

imagine a different path

why time seems to be going so 
fast.

These, my friends, are ad-
ventures — at least that’s how 
they feel to me, both thrilling 
and terrifying at the same time. 

… Mostly because there’s no 
way to put the brakes on the 
roller coaster.

There’s no getting off; you 
hang on tight and enjoy the 
ride until it’s over. We’re all 
heading to the same place; 
some of us will just get there 
sooner. 

And if we’re paying atten-
tion, we’ll learn from the highs 
and lows. We’ll stop anticipat-
ing what’s around the next 
bend and we’ll enjoy today.

It’s fun to look back at the 
tracks we’ve made and wonder 
how life would be different if 
we’d turned left rather than 
right.

What if I’d accepted the 
job offer that required travel? 
Or, what if I’d followed a 
career path to a larger metro 
news outlet?

Would I be happy? Prob-
ably. But it’s hard to imagine 
the might-have-beens.

I hardly remember life 
before children, and I’ll never 
know where the path without 
them may have led.

But I’m acutely aware that 
this is the only earthly life I get, 
and do-overs aren’t an option.

So I can either dwell on 
regrets (yes, there are a few), 
or be grateful for my blessings 
(which are too many to count).

I wish you well, Brennen 
and Madison, regardless of 
the adventures that lie ahead. 
Enjoy the ride wherever it 
takes you.

Star Herald Editorial

A year after the Rock County 
Fair was canceled in the pandemic, 
this year’s event will be one to 
remember and enjoy.

Included in this week’s Star 
Herald is a special Fair Preview 
section which spotlights a few 
highlights of the July 28-31 event.

However, there are more 
events than we had space in our 
newspaper to write about.

For a day-by-day listing of 
events, make sure you check out 
page 11 in the preview section. 
Better yet, just choose a day and 
spend it at the fair.

It will be safe to attend, ac-
cording to fair organizers.

Because the coronavirus is still 
among us, a regular schedule is set 
up to daily clean and sanitize all of 
the buildings. Handwashing sta-
tions are available at each build-
ing entrance. If you’re so inclined, 
disposable facial masks are also 
available free to the public.

Did we mention that the fair is 
now a FOUR-day event?

For years, local 4-H’ers par-
ticipated in two livestock shows 
Wednesday nights. It’s nice to see 
some events planned to encour-

age the public to drop in at the 
fairgrounds to see the rabbits and 
poultry in action.

In the words of ag society 
president Adam Kinsinger, come 
to the fair to “pet a goat, walk 
through livestock barns, watch 
pigs race for Oreos, listen to 
music on the patio, get something 
from the eat stand, have a dish 
of ice cream, ride some carnival 
rides …” 

That list of experiences goes 
on.

If you can’t find something 
of interest at the fair, you’re not 
looking hard enough.

Our Fair Preview features 
interviews with the Farm Fam-
ily of the Year and Rock County 
Century Farm families. They will 
be recognized by the ag society 
members Friday night in a special 
ceremony.

There is nothing quite like a 

small county fair, and we think 
ours is getting better every year. 

As some summer fairs decline, 
the Rock County Fair continues 
growing, adapting and improving. 

For that enthusiasm and hard 
work, we thank all our fair board 
members. You can thank them 
too — they wear embroidered 
charcoal colored polo shirts with 

“Rock County Ag Society” during 
the event.

With grandstand shows, free 
entertainment, food vendors, 
animal shows, floral hall exhibits, 
there’s more than enough to see 
and do. 

At the Star Herald, we look 
forward to showcasing the events 
and winners from next week’s fair 
in coming editions of the print 
edition and online.

In the meantime, plan your 
visit to next week’s Rock County 
Fair.

Next week’s county fair brings 
more to see, do — don’t miss it

Question: I junked two 
vehicles about 30 days ago and 
have only received one “Junk Cer-
tificate” in the mail. I contacted 
the DVS with the vehicle identi-
fication number in question and 
they have no record of the vehicle 
being junked and told me to con-
tact the repair shop. I contacted 
the repair shop that I mailed the 
signed title to, and they said they 
have taken care of it. I do not want 
to get into any sort of legal trouble 
with this and am wondering what 
other actions if any I should take 
to ensure the vehicle was actually 
scrapped or if once I signed and 
mailed the title to them I have no 
more legal responsibility for the 
vehicle.

Answer: If you sold your 
vehicle to a licensed motor vehicle 
dealer, you don’t have to do any-
thing.

There are many different types 
of Minnesota licensed dealers: for 
example, new, used, scrap metal, 
wholesaler, broker, lessor, auction, 
salvage pool and used parts.

If a vehicle is sold to a private 

individual or any non-licensed 
entity, you would be required to 
fill out a “notice of sale” within 10 
days of the sale date. The bottom 
of the title contains the “notice 
of sale.” It can either be filled out 
and mailed to Minnesota Driver 
and Vehicle Services (DVS), or be 
completed online.  https://dps.
mn.gov/divisions/dvs/Pages/dvs-

content-detail.aspx?pageID=642
It is common that a dealer 

may hold two different licenses: 
for example, a used and scrap 
metal dealer license. In this case 
the dealer may buy vehicles that 
people are junking out. If the 
dealer junks the vehicle out, they 
have reporting requirements, 
which includes notifying the 
state of Minnesota the vehicle is 

“junked.” If the dealer decides the 
vehicle is worth fixing instead of 
junking, they would then report 
to the state of Minnesota that the 
vehicle is “held for resale” and 
later resold.

To answer your question 
about your other specific vehicle, 
it is currently “held for resale. 

This means a licensed, used 
dealership owns it and plans on 
reselling the vehicle. Being that a 
dealership held it for resale, you 
should not have to do anything.

You can avoid a ticket — and 
a crash — if you simply buckle 
up, drive at safe speeds, pay at-
tention and always drive sober.  
Help us drive Minnesota toward 
zero deaths.
If you have any questions con-
cerning traffic-related laws or 
issues in Minnesota, send your 
questions to Sgt. Troy Christian-
son – Minnesota State Patrol at 
Statue 169.791 2900 48th Street 
NW, Rochester MN 55901-5848.  
(Or reach him at, Troy.Christian-
son@state.mn.us)
   

Ask a Trooper

 By Sgt. Troy Christianson,
Minnesota State Patrol

‘Notice of sale’ necessary when selling a vehicle privately; form available online
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On the record

Give them the gift of the 
Star Herald 

to keep them updated on all 
the latest Rock County news!

There is no better way 
to keep your grad connected to their home 

town community.

Get the Star Herald Online
12 months          $46

24 Hour Access      99¢

   Online + Print Edition

In County: 12 months   $88   
Out of County*: 12 months   $115

Print Edition Only
In County: 12 months   $74
In County: 6 months     $54	
Out of County*: 12 months   $91
Out of County*: 6 months     $68	
 

 *Mailed as periodicals. Allow up to 2 weeks out of state.

Do you have a grad 
going off to college?

Dispatch report
July 9
•Motorist assistance at the Luverne 

City Park.
•Subject held on Rock County 

warrant in Montevideo.
•Complainant on N. Cedar Street 

and E. Main Street towed vehicle for 
a parking violation.

•Complainant on 170th Avenue, 
Edgerton, reported a hay bale fire on 
a hay rack.

•Complainant on N. Blue Mound 
Avenue reported a gas smell at location.

•Complainant on 121st Street, 
Garretson, South Dakota, reported 
vandalism at location.

July 10
•Complainant on 251st Street and 

Railroad Avenue S., Jasper, reported 
a driving complaint.

•Complainant on W. Main Street 
reported a man attempting to get into 
the library.

•Complainant east of 211 21st Street, 
Jasper, reported seeing black smoke 
northeast of location.

•Complainant on 251st Street, Jas-
per, reported hog barn on fire.

•Deputy reported open door on N. 
Summit Avenue, Hills.

•Complainant on S. Kniss Avenue 
reported a disorderly person.

•Deputy assisted motorist west-
bound on Interstate 90, mile marker 
13, Luverne.

•Complainant on McKenzie Street 
to Blue Mound, Luverne, reported a 
power outage.

July 11
•Complainant on S. Kniss Avenue 

reported intoxicated person at loca-
tion.

•Roadside assistance was pro-
vided on 131st Street and Highway 75, 
Luverne.

•Complainant on E. Main Street 
reported a driving complaint.

•Complainant east of 71st Street, 
Beaver Creek, reported a washed-out 
culvert at location.

•Complainant on W. Luverne 
Street, Magnolia, reported theft of 
medication.

July 12
•Complainant on E. Fairway Drive 

reported a credit card opened in her 
name.

July 13
•Complainant on Interstate 90, 

mile marker 13, Luverne, reported 
suspicious activity. 

•Complainant reported debit card 
scam.

•Suspicious activity was reported 
at S. Steen Street, Steen.

•Complainant on Edgehill Street 
reported a dangerous driving event.

July 14
•Assistance from another county 

was provided on Interstate 90, mile 
marker 40, Magnolia.

•Deputy cleared the roadway at 
location on County Road 4, Beaver 
Creek.

•Complainant on 181st Street, 
Kenneth, reported an assault.

•Complainant on Gabrielson 
Road reported children playing in 
the street.

•Complainant on 80th Avenue, 
Hardwick, reported suspicious activ-
ity at location.

•Complainant on Interstate 90, 
mile marker 9, reported debris on 
the road.

•Complainant reported locked 
keys in vehicle.

July 15
•Complainant on S. 2nd Street, 

Beaver Creek, reported vehicles bro-
ken into at location.

•Complainant on N. Estey Street 
reported person has returned to 
location.

•Complainant on Maple and 
Freeman streets reported a driving 
complaint.

•Complainant on Freeman Street 
reported a parking issue.

•Complainant on S. Fourth Street, 
Beaver Creek, reported theft from 
vehicle.

•Complainant south of Interstate 
90, mile marker 1, Valley Springs, 
South Dakota, reported a fire.

•Complainant on Highway 23, 
mile marker 24, Jasper, reported a 
driving complaint.

•Complainant on Cedar Street 
reported a child separated from par-
ents at location.

•Complainant on Cedar Street 
reported a lost child.

•Complainant on W. Warren 
Street reported someone trying to get 
into her apartment.

In addition, officers responded to 
4 motor vehicle accidents, 3 vehicles 
in ditch, 1 deer accident, 6 escorts, 11 
ambulance runs, 3 paper services, 9 
animal complaints, 1 fingerprint re-
quest, 6 burn permits, 1 gas drive-off, 
1 alarm, 5 purchase and carry permits, 
4 stalled vehicles, 23 traffic stops, 18 
abandoned 911 calls, 2 tests, 5 welfare 
checks and 3 reports of cattle out.

Mavis Fodness photo/0722 Hills Creamery Demolition
The former Hills Co-Op Creamery Association building will be razed next month after the Hills City 
Council approved of owner Kris Gagnon’s plan to tear the building down due to it being unsafe.

Hills creamery demolition/continued from page 1A
sewer and one water line will still 
be left open in case the services are 
needed for a potential new building.

Gagnon said he already removed 
the large cistern tanks that were used 
when the creamery building housed a 
car wash. 

The property will be cleared of all 
Banking Barns stored lumber prior 
to the demolition, scheduled to take 
place in August.

Council members asked about 
asbestos in the 1927 building and 
Gagnon said all pipes and ventilation 
exchanges were removed years ago. 
Just the timber shell and brick veneer 
remains at the site.

As demolition begins. Gagnon will 
harvest the timber and save as many 
of the bricks as possible for reuse. 

He also plans to reuse and pos-
sibly feature the large limestone busi-
ness signs on the building’s east side 
in the new structure.

Banking Barns repurposes 
barnwood, slab lumber and live edge 
lumber for custom-built home fur-
nishings.

Gagnon operates the business 
out of two buildings in Hills, and the 
creamery building was used for stor-
age, as is another structure in Steen. 

Any building of a new storage 
facility in Hills will wait. “It’s too ex-
pensive to build right now,” he said.

Hill City Council members voted 
unanimously in favor of the demoli-
tion permit. Councilor Vickie Buss-
witz was not in attendance. 

The former Hills Co-Op Creamery  building was built in 1927.
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Remember When

10 years ago (2011)
•A tumble prairie flower was the focus of much attention 

this week at Touch the Sky Prairie north of Luverne.
Local volunteers, members of the Youth Conservation 

Corps and Iowa Lakes Community College students searched 
ditches and tall grass to monitor the progress of the rare 
western prairie fringed orchid.

The western orchid is listed as a threatened plant species. 
Its numbers have decreased in past decades due to fewer acres 
of natural prairie habitat, drought, fewer hawk moths to pol-
linate and changing soil conditions.

25 years ago (1996)
•For the first time in 16 years, Gene Cragoe isn’t arranging 

his schedule around school board meetings. As of July 1, Cragoe 
is no longer a member of the Independent District 2184 board.

After so long, disengaging from the job isn’t easy. There 
are projects started that he would have liked to have seen 
through to completion, but he decided not to file for re-election. 
Health concerns and the desire for less stress outweighed the 
other. He said he will continue, however, to be interested in 

district business and has volunteered to serve on committees 
as a citizen.

50 years ago (1971)
•Hail and high winds left a path of destruction across the 

heart of Rock County Sunday leaving from 20 to total per cent 
crop damage in parts of Denver, Mound and Vienna Townships.

The storm created havoc in a line west of Hardwick and 
continued to the southeast as far as Kenneth. Early reports state 
a path eight miles long and a mile wide, but further reports 
filtering in on Tuesday show destruction in a path almost 14 
miles long.

Hail as much as a half inch in diameter along with varying 
levels of driving rain and fierce wind fell on the area between 
7:30 a.m. and 8 a.m. Sunday.

By noon Tuesday, county hail insurance agencies had 
received about 134 damage claims from the stricken area.

75 years ago (1946)
•Donald Renfro, an army captain during World War II, 

is the owner of Renfro’s Variety, which he purchased several 

months ago from J. M. Adams. Renfro, who traveled for a 
wholesale coal concern before entering the service, is another 

“out-of-towner” who chose Luverne as a place to go into busi-
ness for himself.

100 years ago (1921)
•A change in the officers of the First National Bank of this 

city was made the first of the week, when O. P. Huntington 
retired as vice president and Carl O. Mueller, of Cedar Rapids, 
Ia., was elected to succeed him. Mr. Huntington, however, 
retains his stock and remains a director of the institution.

Mr. Huntington’s resignation will create no surprise among 
many of his friends, for they have known for some time that he 
has been anxious to retire in order to give his private business 
affairs the time their responsibility demands. He has also felt 
that he is entitled to take life a little easier, for, to use his own 
expression, he has “been in the harness for 32 years.” …

Mr. Mueller comes to Luverne with very high recommen-
dations. He has had ten years executive  experience in the 
banking business, except for a year spent in service during 
the war, and has been well known to the officers of the First 

The following appeared in 
The Rock County Star-Herald on 
April 7, 1949.

County Public Health Nurse 
Would Cost
Residents Estimated 40 
Cents Per Person

Maximum Annual
Outlay For Program Would 
Be $5,000,
According to Report

Cost of maintaining a public 
health nurse in Rock county will 
average 40 cents per person per 
year, it was announced here Fri-
day night.

A meeting, arranged for by the 
Luverne Mothers Club, to discuss 
the question of a public health 
nurse, was held at the high school 
building here. In attendance were 
three members of the county 
board, representatives of various 
civic organizations, several school 
teachers, and a group of nurses 
and public health workers from 
Nobles county.

Speaker of the evening was 
Dr. B. O. Mork, Jr., Worthington, 
director of the state department 
of health. County Supt. of Schools 
Barrett presented the figures on 
the cost in the absence of County 
Auditor Koehn, whose records 
were used as a basis for the com-
putation.

Cost of having the nurs-
ing program, based on costs in 
other counties in the state, was 
estimated to amount to between 
$4,800 and $5,000; the state 

will pay $1,500; the remaining 
$3,500 being the county’s share 
of the cost. Figuring on the basis 
of $10,000,000 in assessed valu-
ation of Rock county property, the 
nursing program would increase 
the total tax bill for each taxpayer 
by .35 of a mill. For the average 
quarter section of land with an 
average set of buildings, taxes 
would increase $1.75 over the 
present amount now paid, Mr. 
Barrett indicated.

(The county board of commis-
sioners hires the nurse if a public 
health program is adopted. Costs 
incidental in the nursing program 
are paid from tax funds.)

Benefits which the people of 
the county would derive through 
a public nursing program would 
more than offset the offset the cost, 
Dr. Mork pointed out.

“The cost of a couple of movies 
or a couple of haircuts shouldn’t 
be too great for the people to pay 
for this health service,” he stated.

Among the benefits derived 
through a county nursing home 
program, Dr. Mork pointed out 
are:

(1) Tuberculosis testing (man-

toux) on a county wide basis. Dr. 
S. A. Slater, of the Worthington 
Sanatorium, hesitates to make 
Mantoux tests on a mass basis 
when there is not a public health 
nurse in the county, because a 
nurse is needed for follow-up 
work, Dr. Mork stated. 

(2) Work in cancer control, 
with funds made available by the 
American Cancer Society. The 
Cancer Society, it was pointed 
out, will work though a nurse in 
educating the public regarding 
cancer in its early stages. Death 
from cancer can be prevented, in 
at least one-third of the cases, if 
cancer is detected early enough.

(3) Earlier detection of such 
diseases as tuberculosis. Each 
case of tuberculosis that requires 
sanatorium treatment costs the 
county at least $2,000 per year 
for case. For every death caused 
by TB, in its early stages, Dr. 
Mork pointed out, the saving to 
the county resulting from such a 
discovery, would almost pay the 
nurse’s salary for a year.

Duties of a nurse, Dr. Mork 
said, fall into three categories. She 
would provide nursing care and 

health guidance to school children 
and families. In Nobles county, he 
said, the nurse calls on all mothers 
of newborn babies to give them as-
sistance and advice. Secondly, she 
participates in educational work, 
assisting in training home nursing 
classes, etc. Thirdly, she cooper-
ates with the medical profession 
and citizen groups in putting the 
county health program into effect. 
This may include TB testing, mass 
immunization, health examina-
tions of school children, etc.

In breaking down the cost fig-
ures, Dr. Mork said that the nurse’s 
salary would run from $2,800 to 
$3,000 per year, based on what 
other counties are now paying. 
A part time clerk would entail 
an expenditure of an additional 
$1,000; $700 would go toward 
travel expense, while another 
$300 would be required for office 
supplies and incidentals.

Mrs. Jerry Simpson, a mem-
ber of the Mothers Club Public 
health nurse committee, said she 
had investigated costs of coun-
ties of approximately the same 
size population and area as Rock 
county, to maintain a nursing 
program. Cost in Stevens county 
last year was $3,575; Sherburne, 
$4,067.57; Houston, $3,832.61; 
Dodge, $4,281.51; Pipestone, 
.4,013.72.

Rock is one of 21 counties in 
the state which does not have a 
nursing program, yet there is not 

Bits by Betty

By Betty Mann, president
Rock County Historical Society 

1949: Cost of public health nurse 40 cents per person 

Bits, continued on page 7A

Celebrations

Menu

Open houses
Dean and Peggy Goettsch will 

celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary 
with an open house from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday, July 24, at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church in Hills.

Monday, July 26: Chicken and noo-
dle casserole, mixed vegetables, peaches, 
cookie. 

Tuesday, July 27: Tater tot casserole, 
green beans, bread, cinnamon apples.

Wednesday, July 28: Chicken man-
darin salad, fruit, tomatoes and cucumbers, 
brownie.

 Thursday, July 29—National 
Lasagna Day: Lasagna, tossed salad, 
fruit, dessert.

Half-Price Day sponsored by Main 
Street Financial.

Friday, July 30: Chicken-fried steak 
with gravy, mashed potatoes, peas and car-
rots, dessert, dinner roll. 

LSS Dining offers well-balanced and 
affordable meals in a community atmo-
sphere.

Call Lynette Hoiland at 283-9846 to 
arrange to pick up a dinner or for home-
delivered meals.

Gift certificates are available at the 
meal site or online at www.lssmn.org/
nutrition.

4-H gets jump on 
fair judging with 

preview event
Rock County 4-H returned to in-person judging July 15 with pre-fair judging 
in selected general projects of clothing and textiles, food review, fashion 
review, video, performing arts, illustrated presentation and demonstrations. 
Club judging of community pride and banner projects also took place at 
American Reformed Church in Luverne. Other projects will have pre-fair 
judging on July 26 and on July 28, the opening day of the Rock County 
Fair. “Our numbers are a little bit lower than in the past but are much 
better than 2020,” said 4-H program director Kelsey Maeschen. “2020 
was hard since more of our projects had to be done virtually last year.”

Above, right: 4-H’er Krista Burkman talks with judge 
Margie Anderson about her clothes-you-buy project.

Below: Lanae Elbers explains to judge Elizabeth 
Johnson the make-up bag she sewed earlier this year.

Above: Egypt Forrest prepares for the fashion show judging. Above, center: Elisabeth Kelm sets 
the table for her food review project. At right: Norah Maloney pipes whipped cream on her project.
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Volunteer In Your Community
Lutheran Social Service of MN is seeking volunteers in your area to 
provide companionship to older adults as well as helping school age 
children as a mentor.  Volunteers of the program qualify for tax free 
stipends and travel reimbursement.  Please contact Gail at 
507.530.2295 or gail.sumerfelt@lssmn.org for more information and 
to make an impact in your community!!

Japanese 
b e e t l e s  … 
they’re back 
and they’re 
hungry. I saw 
the first of 
these pests 
on my rose 
blossoms last 
week. Last summer I fought 
them on my roses, my zinnias, 
my beans and my raspberries.

Japanese beetles (Popillia 
japonica)  are small insects 
that carry a big threat. They 
do not discriminate when it 
comes to what types of plants 
they feed on, though they do 
have favorites (like roses.) In 
fact, they are classified as a pest 
to hundreds of different spe-
cies. They are one of the major 
insect pests in the Eastern and 
Midwestern United States, 
causing monumental damage 
to crops each year.

Prior to the beetle’s ac-
cidental introduction to  the 
United States in the early 
1900s, the Japanese beetle was 
found only on the islands of 
Japan, isolated by water and 
kept in check by its natural 
predators. In 1912, a law was 
passed that made it illegal to 
import plants rooted in soil. 
Unfortunately, the failure to 
implement the law immedi-
ately allowed the Japanese 
beetle to arrive in this country.

Japanese beetles are one-
half inch in length with metallic 
blue-green heads, copper-
colored backs, tan wings, and 
small white hairs lining each 
side of the abdomen. Japanese 
beetles usually feed in small 
groups. They lay eggs in the soil 

during June, which develop 
into tiny white grubs with 
brown heads and six legs that 
are up to three-fourths inch 
in length. These grubs will 
remain underground for about 
10 months, overwintering and 
growing in the soil.

They emerge from the 
soil as adult beetles and begin 
feeding the following June. 
They usually attack plants in 
groups, which is why damage 
is so severe. Although the 
lifecycle of the adult Japanese 
beetle is barely 40 days, it can 
cover a lot of ground. Even if 
you succeed in controlling your 
Japanese beetle population, 
your neighbor’s Japanese 
beetles might come on over.
Japanese beetles feed on a wide 
variety of flowers and crops. 
(The adult beetles attack more 
than 300 different kinds of 
plants.) But in terms of garden 
plants, they are especially 
common on roses, as well as 
beans, grapes and raspberries.

Japanese beetles can 
devour most of the foliage on 
favored plants, as well as the 
flowers. Look for leaves that 
are “skeletonized” (i.e., only 
have veins remaining). This 
is a tell-tale sign of Japanese 
beetles.

Japanese beetle grubs 
damage grass when overwin-

tering in the soil, as they feast 
on the roots of lawn grasses 
and garden plants. This can 
cause brown patches of dead 
or dying grass to form in the 
lawn, which will pull up easily 
thanks to the weakened roots.
Unfortunately, the most ef-
fective way of getting rid of 
Japanese beetles is to hand-
pick them off of plants. It’s 
time-consuming, but it works, 
especially if you are diligent.

I mix a solution of one 
tablespoon of liquid dish-
washing detergent per cup 
water, which will cause them 
to drown. They drop from the 
leaf or flower they are on im-
mediately if you touch them, 
so I hold the container with 
this solution under the flower 
or leaf they’re on and touch 
them to get them to drop 
into the container.  There’s a 
certain amount of satisfaction 
in that remedy.

There are insecticide 
sprays that are labeled for 
Japanese beetles, but most of 
these sprays are toxic to bees, 
and the beetles are present 
when the bees are active, so I 
hesitate to recommend them.

Bonnema is a garden-
ing enthusiast and former 
greenhouse owner. He can be 
reached at flowergb@iw.net.

Japanese beetles are back
… and they’re hungry

Know it and grow it

By George Bonnema, Luverne Horticulturalist

Smith named to dean’s list at Drake
Jade Smith, Luverne, was named to the Spring 2021 semes-

ter dean’s list at Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa. To be 
eligible, students must earn a 3.5 GPA or higher on a 4.0 scale.

Kruse makes St. Mary’s dean’s list
Kasyn Kruse, Luverne, has been named to the Spring 2021 

semester dean’s list at Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota 
at Winona.  To make the list, students must earn at least a 3.6 
GPA on a 4.0 scale.

Kasyn is the son of Karla Kruse.

Students graduate from Mount Marty 
Meghan Nelson, Sherman, South Dakota, and Mitchell 

Lonneman, Adrian, graduated in May 2021 from Mount Marty 
University in Yankton, South Dakota.

Nelson earned a Bachelor of Science in nursing, and 
Lonneman completed a Bachelor of Arts degree honors pro-
gram in pre-professional studies.

SDSU announces spring dean’s list
Several area students were named to the Spring 2021 

semester dean’s list at South Dakota State University in Brook-
ings. Students must earn at least a 3.5 on a 4.0 scale with a 
minimum of 12 graded credits. Students with a 4.0 have an 
asterisk after their name.

The following code is used: SAFES: College of Agriculture, 
Food and Environmental  Sciences; SAHSS: College of Arts, 
Humanities and Social Sciences; SEHS: College of Educa-
tion and Human Sciences; SENGR: Jerome J. Lohr College 
of Engineering; SNS: College of Natural Sciences; SNURS: 
College of Nursing; SPAHP: College of Pharmacy and Allied 
Health Professions.

The following were named to the dean’s list: 
Adrian: Rylie Hokeness*, SEHS; Evan Schettler, SAFES.
Beaver Creek: Mira Uithoven*, SAHSS; Avery Van Roekel, 

SAHSS.
Hills: Luke LaRock*, SAHSS; Dawson Leenderts, SAFES; 

Catherine Westphal, SNURS; Jax Wysong*, SNS.
Luverne: Tacey Baustian*, SNS; Jarod Berndt, SENGR; 

Jeremiah Dooyema, SENGR; Michael Groen*, SENGR; Alexis 
Henrichs, SAFES; Melissa Teal, SNURS; Benjamin Wagner, 
SENGR; Danielle Watts-Boll*, SAHSS.

Lismore: Brittney Loonan, SEHS; Paige Tweet*, SAFES.
Rushmore: Paige Madison, SAFES.
Steen: Whitney Elbers*, SNURS.

Augustana releases dean’s list
Hope Van Meeteren of Luverne has been named to the 

Spring 2021 dean’s list at Augustana University in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota. To be eligible, students must earn a 3.5 GPA or 
higher with at least 12 graded credits.

Siebenahler on dean’s list at St. Ben’s
  Courtney Siebenahler, daughter of John and Awanda 

Siebenahler of Luverne, has been named to the dean’s list for 
the Spring 2021 semester at the College of Saint Benedict in 
St. Joseph. Siebenahler is a senior integrative science major. 
Students must earn a GPA of at least 3.80 with at least 12 
graded credits to qualify for the dean’s list. 

College News

a county in the state which 
has a greater agricultural 
valuation than Rock county, 
Mrs. Simpson pointed out.

Dr. C. L. Sherman said 
that the medical profession 
as a whole was in favor of 
the nursing program, and 
Dr. O. W. Anderson said that 
everyone he had talked to felt 
the same way.

County Commissioner G. 
V. Carstens, Luverne, when 
asked how the county board 

felt about it, said that if 
anyone were interested in 
how that county board felt 
about it, they were welcome 
to attend the county board 
meeting, and the county 
board would express their 
views at that time. He said 
that since the county board 
tabled the matter last year, 
two new members had re-
placed two of those who had 
been on the board at that 
time, and the board’s views 

may have changed since then.
County Commissioner 

W. G. Perkins said no one in 
his district had spoken to him 
in favor of a nurse, and he 
had had some speak against 
it. “If I thought the people of 
my district favored a nurse,” 
he said, “I’d vote for it. But, 
it’s my duty to represent the 

people of my district and vote 
as they want me to vote.”

County Commissioner 
Harry Leslie did not voice his 
opinion. Commissioner A. H. 
Halls and L. J. Moeller were 
not in attendance.
	 Mann welcomes cor-
respondence sent to man-
nmade@iw.net.

Bits/continued from page 6A

The Luverne Lions Club recently presented $100 scholarships to the Luverne High 
School Lions Club Students of the Quarter and the annual $750 scholarship. Scholar-
ship recipients are (front, from left) Ainslie Robinson, Lauren VerSteeg, Elise Jarchow 
and Rozilyn Oye and Lions Club members (in back) Awards Chairman Codie Zeuten-
horst and Club President Steve Cattnach. All received checks for $100, and Jarchow 
received $750 as the overall winner, based on leadership, community involvement and 
teamwork skills. The students help with Lions Club projects, such as the upcoming 
fair, according to club member Bill Martin. “We’ve had a few that work Lions projects, 
like our upcoming Rock County Fair the end of July. They become part of our work 
group,” he said, “and the synergy makes whatever task easily accomplishable with 
their skills mingled with our Lions Club across the years.”

Lions Club awards scholarships
Submitted photo
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By Brennen Rupp
A total of 26 teams con-

verged on the city of Luverne 
for the softball association’s 
first-ever “Bash-A-Rama” 
fastpitch softball tourna-
ment.

The two-day event start-
ed Saturday, July 17, with 
pool play and ended with 
tournament play on Sunday, 
July 18.

“We just wanted to pro-
mote the sport of softball,” 
tournament director Darin 
Kindt said about the fund-
raiser.

“It was to help promote 
the sport, to get more of 
our girls locally involved in 
softball.”

After the two-day event 
under perfect summer con-
ditions, Kindt said the 
Luverne Softball Associa-
tion considered the weekend 
a success.

“Everything was fantas-
tic,” Kindt said. 

“It was as good as we 
could’ve expected. It was a 
fun weekend. A lot of good 
softball was played.” 

Blaze 10U takes first 
The 10U division had 

five teams competing, with 
the Luverne Blaze going 4-0-
1 and taking home first place.

The four other teams 
that competed against the 
Blaze were from Brookings, 
Brandon, Pipestone and 
Sioux Falls. 

The 10U Blaze opened 
pool play with a 7-7 tie 

against the Brandon Val-
ley Venom.

The Blaze then defeat-
ed Brookings 11-4. In their 
third game of pool play, the 
Blaze defeated the Sioux 
Falls Panthers 8-2. 

To wrap up pool 
play, the Blaze defeated 
Pipestone 7-5.

In the tournament, the 
Blaze defeated Pipestone 
8-5 to reach the cham-
pionship game against
the Sioux Falls Panthers.
Luverne defeated the Pan-
thers 10-0 to take home
first place.

By Brennen Rupp
The Luverne Redbirds 

capped off the regular season 
by going 1-1 to finish with an 
overall record of 19-5.

The Redbirds defeated 
Hadley 14-3 on Tuesday, July 
13, and then lost an extra in-
nings affair on the road to the 
Milroy Irish 2-1 on Thursday, 
July 14.

With an overall record of 
19-5 and an 18-2 conference
record, the Redbirds finish
atop the Gopher League
standings.

One of the goals for this 
year’s Redbirds team was 
to finish as regular season 
champions. 

The ultimate goal for the 
townball team is to qualify 
for the Minnesota Baseball 
Association Class C State 
Tournament, a feat that the 
Redbirds have accomplished 
in back-to-back seasons. 

“Winning the Gopher 
League title is a great ac-
complishment,” Redbirds’ 
manager Brooks Maurer said. 

“Our goal as a team is to 
make it to state every year. 
This is a good first step to-
ward reaching that goal. We 
have played some very good 
baseball this year and hope-
fully the best is still to come.”

By finishing atop the 
Gopher League standings, 
the Redbirds earned a first-
round bye in the region 
tournament.

Luverne 14, Hadley 3
Behind a strong pitching 

performance from Isaiah 
Bartels, the Redbirds domi-
nated the visiting Buttermak-
ers 14-3.

Bartels pitched a com-
plete game, scattering four 
hits and recorded 11 strike-
outs.

He also tormented the 
Buttermakers at the plate, 
collecting four hits.

Ben Serie also recorded 
four hits for the Redbirds.

Greg Nath recorded 
three hits, including two 
doubles.

As a team, the Redbirds 
recorded 17 hits.

The Redbirds scored 
nine runs in the first three 
innings to jump out to an 
early 9-0 lead.

Hadley scored two runs 
in the third to trim Luverne’s 
lead to 9-2.

The Buttermakers added 
one more run in the fifth to 
make it a 9-3 ballgame.

In the ninth inning, the 
Redbirds scored five runs to 
make the final score 14-3.

Luverne 1 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 5 14
Hadley 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 3

Hitting: S. Wenninger 2-5; Serie 
4-4; Johnson 1-2; Paquette 1-5;
Zeutenhorst 1-4; Lundgren 1-5;
Haugen 1-5; Bartels 4-5; Nath 3-5
Doubles: Nath 2

Irish 2, Luverne 1
It was a pitchers’ duel 

at Irish Field on Wednesday, 
July 14, between the Redbirds 
and the Irish. The Irish ulti-
mately came out on top after 
10 innings 2-1. 

Jake Haugen channeled 
his inner Jack Morris and 
pitched 10 innings and re-
corded 10 strikeouts, while 
giving up six hits and two 
earned runs.

The Redbirds struggled 
to come up with a timely hit 
all night, as they left a small 
village on the basepaths. 

The Redbirds stranded 
14 baserunners in a one-run 
game.

The Redbirds struck first, 
with one run in the top of the 
second inning to claim an 
early 1-0 lead. 

The run came off a solo 
home run from Skyler Wen-
ninger. 

Milroy scored the tying 
run in the bottom of the sixth.

The Irish walked it off 
in the bottom of the 10th to 
claim a 2-1 victory over the 
Redbirds.

Skyler Wenninger and 
Nath both recorded three hits 
for the Redbirds.

Luverne 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Milroy 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 2

Hitting: Lundgren 1-4; Johnson 
2-5; S. Wenninger 3-4; Zeuten-
horst 1-5; Serie 1-5; C. Wenninger 
1-5; Nath 3-3
Home runs: S. Wenninger 

By Brennen Rupp
The Luverne Legion baseball team 

started the Sub State Legion Tournament 
on Thursday, July 15, in Wabasso against 
Wabasso and picked up a 9-2 victory. 

In the second round, Luverne defeated 
Springfield 6-2 on Friday, July 16 in Wa-
basso. 

“We had great hitting and pitching in 
our first two games,” Luverne coach Cody 
Zeutenhorst said.

On Saturday, July 17, Luverne fell to 
Blue Earth 9-5. With the loss, Luverne will 
move to the elimination bracket and play 
on Saturday, July 24 in Wabasso.

Luverne 9, Wabasso 2
Luverne scored one run in the top of 

the first to jump out to an early lead and 
never looked back. 

Luverne scored two more runs in the 
top of the third to build a 3-0 lead. 

In the top of the fifth, Luverne scored 
four runs to push their lead to 7-0. 

In the final inning, Luverne scored two 
more runs to make it a 9-0 ballgame.

Wabasso pushed across two runs in 
the bottom of the seventh to make the final 
score 9-2.

Luverne 1 0 2 0 4 0 2 9
Wabasso 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2

Luverne 6, Springfield 2
Luverne used a pair of three-run innings 

to best Springfield 6-2 on Friday, July 16.
With the two teams deadlocked at 0-0, 

Luverne scored three runs in the bottom of 
the third to claim a 3-0 lead. 

Springfield scored two runs in the top of 
the sixth to trim Luverne’s lead to 3-2.

Luverne answered back with another 
three-run inning in the bottom half of the 
sixth to make the final score 6-2.

Kyle Anderson led the team with two RBIs. 

Springfield 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2
Luverne 0 0 3 0 0 3 x 6

Blue Earth 9, Luverne 5
Luverne grabbed the momentum right out 

of the gate by scoring three runs in the top of 
the first inning to jump out to an early 3-0 lead.

That momentum quickly swung into Blue 
Earth’s favor, as they scored eight runs in 
the first two innings to claim a 8-3 lead over 
Luverne. 

“We started quick but then gave up four 
runs in the bottom of the first and second,” 
Zeutenhorst said. “That seemed to take the 
energy away from us and got them rolling. All 
their hitters seemed to have more confidence 
after those two innings.”

Luverne scored two runs in the top of the 
sixth to trim Blue Earth’s lead to 8-5. 

Blue Earth got one of those runs back in the 
bottom of the sixth to make the final score 9-5. 

Bailey Cowell led Luverne with two hits.
“I’m proud of our guys,” Zeutenhorst said. 

“We will need to come back next week and play 
the winner of Wells and Springfield. We will 
need to beat Blue Earth twice now to go to state. 
We have the talent to accomplish that and I’m 
excited to see how we finish this.”

Luverne 3 0 0 0 0 2 0 5
Blue Earth 4 4 0 0 0 1 x 9 

Hitting: Cowell 2-4; Beyer 1-3; Sehr 1-3

By Brennen Rupp
The Luverne Junior Legion went 2-0 on 

Sunday, July 18, to get one game closer to 
reaching the championship game.

Luverne outscored its two opponents on 
Sunday by the score of 20-0.

Luverne defeated Blue Earth in Game 1 by 
10-0, behind a strong pitching performance
from Conner Connell. Connell pitched a no-
hitter and helped Luverne blank Blue Earth.

“Conner pitched really well again,” 
Luverne coach Jared Pick said “He got ahead 
of a lot of hitters and kept them off balance 
all game. When Conner is on top of his game 
he is tough to hit.”

In Game 2 on Sunday, Luverne blanked 

Lamberton 10-0 in five innings.
With the victory, Luverne will host St. 

James on Tuesday, July 20, at Redbird 
Field.

“St. James is a good team,” Pick said. 
“We have to play good defense behind our 
pitchers. If we do that, we will have a good 
chance to be in the ball game in the end.”

If Luverne wins it will play on Sunday, 
July 25, at Redbird Field and be one win 
away from reaching the state tournament.

With a loss they’ll have to win three 
straight in order to reach the state tour-
nament.

The stats from the two games were 
not available.

Lori Sorenson photo/0722 legion

Softball/see page 9

Luverne Softball Association hosts 
first ‘Bash-A-Rama’ tournament

Redbirds cap season at 
No. 1 in Gopher League 

Luverne Legion players win first 
games in Wabasso tournament

Tucker Dammann slides safely over home plate to score for the Luverne Junior Legion 
team Sunday afternoon at Redbird Field to inch closer to the championship game.

Luverne wins again in Jr. Legion play

Lori Sorenson photo/0722 softball emma
Gracie Nath winds up for a pitch during Sunday afternoon’s game against Pierre in the 
playoff round of Luverne Softball Association’s first-ever home tournament.

Lori Sorenson photo/0722 softball emma
Spectators gather in bleachers and under shade trees at ball diamonds west of the school campus Sunday afternoon for 
the softball tournament that attracted 26 teams and hundreds of players and fans to Luverne over the weekend.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Notice of public hearing for 
Capital Improvement Plan

ROCK COUNTY, MINNESOTA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON APPROVAL OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
PLAN AND THE ISSUANCE OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN BONDS PURSUANT 

TO MINNESOTA STATUTES, SECTION 373.40
	 Notice is hereby given that the Board of County Commissioners of Rock 
County, Minnesota (the County), will meet at 9:00AM on August 03, at the Rock 
County Courthouse, 204 E. Brown Street, Luverne, Minnesota, to conduct a public 
hearing to obtain public comment on the County’s intention to approve the County’s 
Capital Improvement Plan (the CIP) and issue capital improvement plan bonds (the 
Bonds) in an amount not to exceed $21,836,249 pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, 
Section 373.40, for the purpose of financing the construction of various capital 
improvements identified in the CIP.
	 If a petition requesting a vote on the issuance of the Bonds is signed by vot-
ers equal to five percent of the votes cast in the County at the last general election 
and filed with the County Auditor/Treasurer within thirty (30) days after the public 
hearing, the County may issue the Bonds only after obtaining the approval of a 
majority of the voters voting on the question of issuing the Bonds.
	 Copies of the proposed CIP and resolution are on file and may be inspected 
at the Rock County Courthouse during normal business hours. All interested par-
ties are invited to attend the public hearing or to provide written comments to the 
undersigned, which written comments will be considered at the hearing.
	 Questions regarding this matter may be referred to Kyle Oldre, Administra-
tor at (507) 283-5065. Auxiliary aids are available upon request at least 96 hours 
in advance of the hearing. Please contact the County at (507) 283-5065 to make 
arrangements.

BY ORDER OF THE COUNTY BOARD ROCK COUNTY, MINNESOTA
/s/ Kyle Oldre

County Administrator
(07-15, 07-22)

County Highway Department 
seeks bids by Aug. 16 

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT & APPROACH GRADING / S.A.P. 067-594-001 ETC.

BIDS CLOSE @ 11:00 A.M. AUGUST 16, 2021
LUVERNE, MINNESOTA 

	 Sealed *Bid Packets* will be received by the Rock County Highway Department 
in Luverne, Minnesota until 11:00 A.M. on Monday August 16, 2021.
	 READ CAREFULLY THE PROVISIONS FOR THE WAGE RATES AS CON-
TAINED IN THE SPECIAL PROVISIONS, AS THEY WILL AFFECT THIS PROJECT.
	 Attention is called to the fact that the Contractor must comply with the Special 
Equal Employment Opportunity Provisions & Wage Rates as contained in the Proposal. 
	 Proposals will be opened and read publicly in the presence of the Rock County 
Highway Engineer at the Rock County Highway Building located at 1120 North 
Blue Mound Avenue in Luverne, Minnesota immediately following the hour set for 
receiving bids for the following Rock County Highway work. Bids will be awarded 
on Tuesday August 17, 2021, at the regular Board of Commissioners Meeting.
	 Description of Work: Construction of Bridges 67K43 & 67K44; / 
PCST. Box Culverts; & the Elimination of Bridges L-2256 and L-2268.
	 The Major Quantities of Work are: 40 Ft. of 10’x5’ PCST. Box Culvert + 
2 End Sections; 38 Ft. of 12’x6’ PCST. Box Culvert + 2 End Sections; 688 Cu. 
Yds. Granular Backfill; 108 Cu. Yds. Granular Bedding; 99 Tons Rock Bedding; 
323 Tons Random Riprap Class 2; 629 Sq. Yds Remove Bituminous Pave-
ment; 506 Cu. Yds. Common Borrow; 920 Sq. Yds. Subgrade Preparation; 288 
Tons Aggregate Base, Class 5; & 244 Tons Type SP 12.5 Wear Course Mixture.
	 Plans, specifications and proposals may be viewed and downloaded 
on Quest at www.questcdn.com and at the Rock County Highway Depart-
ment website, www.co.rock.mn.us/highway . Questions may be directed to 
the office of the Rock County Highway Engineer, 1120 North Blue Mound 

City of Luverne seeks
upgrade bids

	 ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
	 Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Luverne, Min-
nesota, at the City Offices, 305 E. Luverne St., P.O. Box 659, Luverne, 
MN 56156-0659, until 2:00 p.m., on August 3, 2021, for furnishing 
East Substation and Power Plant Switchgear and Control Upgrades.  
At said time and place, bids will be publicly opened and read aloud.
A new lineup of 27 kV indoor metal-clad switchgear including eight (8) 
vacuum  circuit breakers, with related controls and accessories. Along with 
one 69  kV control panel. The 15 kV indoor metalclad switchgear will be placed 
in the power plant, there will be four (4) vacuum breakers. This will include 
updates to the generation control panel and interconnection control wiring  to 
the generator. This will include testing and commissioning of the equipment. 
	 The above work shall be in accordance with the specifications and proposed 
form of contract now on file in the office of the City of Luverne, Minnesota, by 
this reference made a part hereof as though fully set out and incorporated herein.
	 The Contractor and all subcontractors shall submit to the Owner a 
signed statement verifying compliance with each of the criteria described in 
the State of Minnesota “Responsible Contractor” law as codified in Minne-
sota Statute section 16C.285. See the Instructions to Bidders for more details.
	 Contractors desiring a copy of the project documents for individual use 
may obtain them from www.questcdn.com.  You may download the digital 
plan documents for $20 by inputting Quest project #7934501 website’s Proj-
ect Search page.  Please contact QuestCDN.com at 952-233-1632 or info@
questcdn.com for assistance in free membership registration, downloading, 
and working with this digital project information.  An optional paper set of the 
proposal forms and specifications for individual use may be obtained from the 
office of the Engineer, DGR Engineering, 1302 South Union Street, P.O. Box 
511, Rock Rapids, IA 51246, telephone 712-472-2531, Fax 712-472-2710, 
e-mail dgr@dgr.com, upon payment of $75.00, none of which is refundable.  
	 All bids shall be made on bid forms furnished by the Engineer and shall be 
accompanied by bid security in the form of a certified check or bid bond, made 
payable to the City of Luverne, in the amount of ten percent (10%) of the bid, which 
security becomes the property of the City in the event the successful bidder fails 
to enter into a contract and post satisfactory performance and payment bonds.
	 Payment to the Contractor will be made on the basis of ninety five 
percent (95%) upon certification of work completed; five percent 
(5%) thirty-one (31) days after final completion and acceptance.
	 Delivery of the 15 kV and generation panel February 2022. Delivery 
of the 27 kV Switchgear and 69 kV Control Panel March 2022.
	 The City reserves the right to defer acceptance of any bid for a 
period not to exceed thirty (30) days after the date bids are received 
and no bid may be withdrawn during this period. The City also reserves 
the right to waive irregularities, reject any or all bids, and enter into 
such contract as it shall be deemed to be in the best interest of the City.
	 Dated this 13th day of July, 2021.
			   CITY OF LUVERNE, MINNESOTA
			    By /s/ Jessica Mead               

H-BC School Board 
meets June 28

Hills-Beaver Creek Dist. 671
Minutes

June 28, 2021
	 The Hills-Beaver Creek School Board met for its semi-monthly meeting
at 7:04 p.m in the H-BC Secondary School Board room. Board members 
present were Bosch, Fransman, Harnack, Knobloch and Rozeboom. Su-
perintendent Holthaus was also in attendance. Board members Gehrke and 
Rauk, and Principal Kellenberger and Business Manager Rozeboom were 
absent. 	Motion by Harnack, second by Rozeboom, and carried to approve 
the agenda. 	Visitor to the meeting was Mavis Fodness of the Star Herald.
	 PATRIOT PRIDE:
	 -Track State Participants--Great job! Girls 4 by 100 and Boys 4 by 100 teams
	 State Participants. Girls--Abby Harris, Layla Deelstra, Taryn Rauk, 
	 Ashlee Kelderman; Boys--Cole Baker, Tyson Bork, Dewell Rauk, Gavin 
	 Wysong--200 meter boys, Tyson Bork and 200 meter girls, Taryn 
Rauk.
	 -Washington DC Trip June 25-June 28
	 BOARD COMMITTEE MEETING REPORTS:
	 -Curriculum Advisory/Standards WBWF Committee 6/23
	 M o t i o n  b y  B o s c h ,  s e c o n d  b y  R o z e -
b o o m ,  a n d  c a r r i e d  t o  a p p r o v e  C o n s e n t  A g e n d a :
	 -Minutes—06/14/2021
	 -Bills and Imprest
	 -District Miscellaneous Pay 2021-2022 Schedule
	 -District Fee 2021-2022 Schedule
	 -District Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Initial Revenue and Expenditures Budget
	 -Hiring Heather Erickson as 70% FTE Secondary Social Studies
	 Teacher for the 2021-2022 School Year
	 -Assigning Dylan Gehrke as Head Girls Basketball Coach for the 2021-
2022
	 School Year.
	 -Membership in the MN Rural Education Association
	 -MN School Board Association Membership
	 -Assign Rick Tatge as AM/PM Bus Route Driver for the 2021-2022 School
	 Year
	 -2021-2022 Revised School Calendar
	 -Assigning Heather Erickson as Junior Class Advisor for the 21-22 School
	 Year
	 -District 2021-2022 Literacy Plan
	 -Entering into Master Agreement negotiations with the Hills-Beaver Creek
	 Education Association for the 2021-2022 and 2022-2023 school 
years.
	 INDIVIDUAL ACTION ITEMS:
	 Motion by Bosch, second by Rozeboom, and carried to approve Resolution for
School Board Candidate Filing for 2021 Special Election.
	 Motion by Bosch, second by Harnack, and carried to approve English Language 
Arts Curriculum Document and Purchase Plan to begin the 2021-2022 school year.
	 Mot ion by  Rozeboom,  second by  Harnack,  and car-
ried to approve Health/Physical Education Curriculum Docu-
ment and Purchase Plan to begin the 2021-2022 school year.
	 DISTRICT NON-ACTION ITEMS:
	 •Superintendent Report
	 •Legislative Update
	 AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING:
	 •Superintendent Evaluation
	 •First Reading Handbooks
	 •Operating Levy
	 DATES TO REMEMBER:
	 -Regular Board Meeting, Monday, July 12
	 -Regular Board Meeting, Wednesday, July 28 - Note changed from Monday,
	 July 26
	 Meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m.

Renae Knobloch, Acting Secretary
(07-22)

Avenue, P.O. Box 808, Luverne, MN 56156-0808 / (507) 283 - 5010.
	 The non-refundable cost for Plans and one proposal will be $40.00.
	 B i d s  m u s t  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  c e r t i f i e d  c h e c k 
or corporate surety bond drawn in favor of the Rock County Trea-
surer in the amount of at least five percent (5%) of the proposal.
	 Sealed bids shall be clearly marked “PROJECT NO. SAP 067-594-001, Etc.”.
	 The Board of Rock County Commissioners reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids and to waive any defects therein.
	 Rock County is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

Mark R. Sehr, P.E.
Rock County Highway Engineer

(07-22, 07-29, 08-05)

By Scott Rall
Outdoors columnist

With the increase in popu-
larity of off-road recreational 
vehicles, I am seeing more and 
more side-by-sides running 
around the counites where I live. 

The units I am referring to 
are like 4-wheel-drive golf carts. 
Polaris Rangers and others made 
by Arctic Cat, Yamaha and Bom-
bardier are all commonly seen in 
southwest Minnesota. 

I have seen many of these 
units that have had the off-road 
tires removed and street tires 
installed. 

This exchange makes them 
handle way better on hard sur-
faced roads and it quiets the ride 
considerably. I recently swapped 
out the off roads for street tires 
myself.

I opted for street tires that 
still have a pretty aggressive 
tread. I wanted something that 
made road travel easier but did 
not sacrifice traction to the point 
where I could not go where I 
wanted. 

I am not one of those folks 
who go tear up the trails and 
roads like some of the crazy 
videos you might have seen. I 
am respectful of the terrain and 
others who use the same trails 
and roads that I do.

With the advent of street 
tire options, it takes nothing to 
drive one of these rigs 100 miles 
or more in a day. 

If you need to, you can put 
one of them on a trailer and make 
it to the destination I am about 
to share with you. 

One of the best wildlife rides 
I have ever been on is what I call 
the “Rall Real Tree Road Trip to 
the Talcott State Wildlife Refuge.” 
It’s a few miles east of Fulda, 
west of the city of Windom on 
Highway 62 and just north of 
the great little town of Dundee.

This spot is approximately 
5,400 acres and is managed by 
the Minnesota DNR area wildlife 

manager Bill Schuna. 
This spot is big and it takes 

a while to see it all. UTVs and 
ATVs are limited to designated 
roads. No off-roading is allowed, 
and it is not necessary to do so 
in order to enjoy this spot.

There are about 10 feeder 
roads that come off the main 
highways and dead-end back in 
the bush. 

Many of these spurs are 
used by area cooperating land-
owners to access the properties 
where they plant food plots for 
wildlife. They are also used by 
DNR personnel for management 
activities. 

You can normally see tons 
of wildlife. You can drive past 
the designated blinds used for 
waterfowl hunting. These are 
reserved and limited in number 
to keep the hunting experiences 
top shelf. 

Back in the day, the Talcott 
refuge was one of the hottest 
spots in the state to hunt Canada 
geese. 

The blinds were in super 
high demand and hard to get.  
As the populations of these geese 
grew over the past five decades 
and the hunting opportunities 
expanded, a designated blind is 
no longer the only way to get one.

The Talcott dam is down-
stream of Lake Shetek, which 
is the headwaters of the Des 
Moines River. 

We stop in there to see what’s 
biting and talk to the anglers that 
always seem to be there no mat-
ter what day you show up. 

Bird watching is really big 
on this refuge, and you can see 
all kinds of different birds if you 

want to bring the binoculars or 
spotting scope along. 

There is one road that has a 
concrete stream bed section, and 
driving through that is pretty fun. 
The low water this year might 
make this spot a dry, dusty one 
this time. 

You can get back into spaces 
where, if I turned you in a few 
circles and then left you there, 
you would have a hard time find-
ing your way home. 

When you grow up in a part 
of the state, as I did, that has a 
road every mile for hundreds 
of miles, being away from it all 
and feeling like you are in pre-
settlement days is a very satisfy-
ing pleasure.

We always take a small por-
table grill and some lawn chairs 
along with a big umbrella or two 
and do a little cookout in the way 
back places of this great natural 
resource. 

It is a ride that, whether done 
in a car or on a side by side, is one 
of the best southwest Minnesota 
has to offer. 

If you want to find out more 
about this great riding destina-
tion, reach out me at scottarall@
gmail.com and I can get you all 
of the additional information 
you need. If I am available, I 
might just serve as your guide, 
if you let me.

Scott Rall, Worthington, is 
a habitat conservationist, avid 
hunting and fishing enthusi-
ast and is president of Nobles 
County Pheasants Forever. He 
can be reached at scottarall@
gmail.com or on Twitter @
habitat champion.

Blaze 12U takes first 
In the 12U division, the Luverne 

Blaze took home first place by defeat-
ing the Sioux Falls Illusion 9-5 in the 
title game.

The Blaze reached the champion-
ship game by defeating West Lyon 8-6 
in the first round of tournament play. 

To open pool play, the 12U Blaze 
fell to West Lyon 8-1. Luverne then 
dropped game two of pool play to 
Edgerton 8-6.

The Blaze then wrapped up pool 
play with a 11-3 victory over Edgerton.

Blaze 14U is third 
In the 14U division it was Pipestone 

edging Edgerton 7-6 in the champion-
ship game.

Luverne had two teams that 
competed in the 14U division. The 
Luverne Blaze 7 went 2-3, while the 
Luverne Blaze 8 went 3-2 and finished 
in third place.

Blaze 16U is third 
The Luverne Blaze 16U team went 

3-2 overall.
The Blaze opened up pool play 

with a 5-3 loss to the Wisconsin 
Sandpipers. 

In the second game of pool play, 

the Blaze defeated Pierre 3-1. To 
wrap up pool play, the Blaze blanked 
Brookings 15-0.

To open up tournament play, the 
Blaze defeated Brookings 10-2. In the 
semifinals of tournament play the 
Blaze lost to Pierre 6-3.

Community support
Kindt said that this tournament 

would not have been made possible 
if it weren’t for all the help from the 
Luverne community. 

“The feedback we received from 
other coaches and parents was fan-
tastic,” Kindt said. 

“The facilities were great. We 
had around 60 volunteers and we 
want to thank all of them and the 
Luverne Baseball Association. It was 
just a great weekend. You need a lot 
of people that are willing to help out 
to pull off events like this.”

Ultimately, he said, tournaments 
like the one last weekend are good 
for the community and for the young 
players.

“We just want to keep providing 
activities for the girls in the commu-
nity,” he said.

“Hopefully we can grow it a bit 
more for next year.”

Lori Sorenson photo/0722 softball emma
Emma Lusty slides safely into third base Sunday during the Luverne Blaze 
10-2 win over Brookings. The Blaze 16U team took third in the tournament.

Softball tournament/continued from p. 8

The outdoors

By Scott Rall, outdoors columnist

Enjoy the trails, use the right tires



CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED

RENTALS

SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

Page 10A  July 22, 2021

Office space for rent at At-
las of Rock County—101 W. 
Maple Street, Luverne; 260 
sq. ft.; AC and WiFi. Call 
449-5777.             (7.22-8.12)

In search of a live-in per-
sonal care housekeeper to 
live with me. Call Donna 
507-920-0646.         (tc)

HAVE A UNIQUE SER-
VICE OR BUSINESS? Get 
the word out to over 1.4 mil-
lion households. Call WIDE 
AREA CLASSIFIEDS to-
day, 507-359-7326. (tc)

Nobles County is looking 
for Correctional Officers,
Full-Time and Part-Time 
Positions available. Starting 
Wage: $20.95/hour. Do you 
have your High School 
diploma or GED and a valid 
driver’s license? Apply now 
for this career opportunity! 
This position maintains 
order and safety within the 
Nobles County Jail. 24/7 
operation with rotating shifts. 
QUALIFICATIONS: In 
addition to the above, must 
be able to read, write, and 
communicate in English; and 
have computer experience. 
Under represented classes 
are encouraged to apply. 
Complete background 
check will be conducted.  
APPLY TO: Nobles County 
Administration Office. Visit 
our website at www.co.nobles.
mn.us for application and to 
view full job description and 
benefit sheet. REQUIRED: 
County application forms are 
required. Closing Date for 
Applications: July 28, 2021. 
EEO Employer.            (7.17-7.22)

The Lyon County Sheriff’s Office is taking 
applications for the positions of

Full-time & Part-Time

JAILER
Starting pay is $17.12/hr

Pick up applications at
410 South Boone
Rock Rapids, IA 

or online at 
www.Lyoncosheriff.com

302754302754

Week of July 18, 2021  
 STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro 

MISCELLANEOUS

Advertise here 
statewide in 210+ 

newspapers for only 
$279 per week! 

Call 800-279-2979

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.7 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979WANTED TO BUY

EMPLOYMENT MISCELLANEOUS
COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS 

Competitive wage and bene ts, meal 
allowance, paid lodging. Traveling posi-
tion for railroad vegetation control, 60-80 
hours/week. RAW (Cooperstown, ND) 
888/700-0292 info@rawapplicators.com
w w w . r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m 

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

FREON WANTED: 
We pay $$$ for cylinders and cans. R12 
R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Cer-
ti ed Professionals. Call 312/291-9169
or visit: RefrigerantFinders.com

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new off ers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One off er. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439
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McClure Electric
Alan M. Aanenson, owner

Farm, Home & Commercial Wiring
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303 E. Main, Luverne, MN
507-283-4463
www.ffmbank.com

110 E. Main,
Luverne, MN
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SWMN FARMERS COOP
Luverne
Magnolia
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Bruce’s Electric
residential, commercial and farm wiring

Bruce Umbreit
Electrical Contractor
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Built on

a Rock

By Pastor Jason
Cunningham

First Presbyterian 
Church, Luverne

‘Do this
and ...’

The goal of 
those kinds of
meditation is 

usually
emptying the 

mind and will
of content. This 
is dangerous in 

the extreme,
because we have 

a spiritual
enemy who will 
seek to fill both 
the mind and 
heart with lies 

if we give him a 
chance.

“Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly.” (Colos-
sians 3:16)

I was recently reading 
Paul’s letter to the Colos-
sians and had to stop and 
think about that verse. 
How does a word dwell in 
us richly?

I wonder whether you 
have noticed that nearly 
every time the scriptures 
mention “success,” they 
relate it to one basic re-
quirement. And this is not 
just “spiritual” success, but 
material, financial, social, 
and even political success. 
God says, “Do this and …” 
Your way will be prosper-
ous, and you will have good 
success … you will be like 
a tree planted by streams 
of water, yielding fruit 
and not withering. … You 
will discover how to live. … 
You will excel in wisdom 
beyond all your teachers. … 
You will have faith, under-
standing, peace, joy, and 
life itself. 

Do what, exactly? 
Interestingly enough, It 
is NOT to pray, worship, 
witness, fast, get elected to 
your local church govern-
ing boards, or even tithe. 
(Though all of those things 
are very important!) It is 
to meditate on God’s Word, 
and we find this mentioned 
often.

“This book of the law 
shall not depart out of your 
mouth; you shall meditate 
on it day and night, so that 
you may be careful to act in 
accordance with all that is 
written in it. For then you 
shall make your way pros-
perous, and then you shall 
be successful.” (Joshua 1:8) 

Who is like a tree 
planted by the waters, 
bearing fruit and not 
withering? The one whose 

“delight is in the law of the 
Lord ... who meditates on it 
day and night.” (Psalm 1:2)

How do I attain 
greater wisdom than my 
teachers? “By making your 
testimonies my medita-
tion.” (Psalm 119:99) 

Where do peace and 
joy come from? “Great 
peace have those who love 
your law.” (Psalm 119:165) 

“My mouth praises you 
with joy when I meditate 
on you. ...” (Psalm 63:5)

Biblical meditation is 
not the same as Eastern 

meditation or forms of 
pop culture meditation. 
The goal of those kinds of 
meditation is usually emp-
tying the mind and will of 
content. This is dangerous 
in the extreme, because 
we have a spiritual enemy 
who will seek to fill both 
mind and heart with lies if 
we give him the chance.

The goal of Christian 
meditation is to fill our 
minds with God’s truth, 
and so absorb it into our 
innermost being; then 
many of the other practic-
es such as prayer, worship, 
witnessing will flow out 
of us.

And so my hope is that 
all of us will practice these 
words: “Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly.” 
(Colossians 3:16)

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne

St. Catherine Ph. 283-8502; www.stscl.org
Monsignor Gerald Kosse, Pastor

Sundays 8:30 a.m. Mass. Public Mass will be celebrated at FULL capacity 
in the church. Masses: 9 a.m. Wednesdays, 10 a.m. Friday at the nursing 
homes – check the bulletin. All Sunday masses will be live streamed on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pg/stccluverne/videos/. Vis-
it www.stscl.org for more information. 

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne

Office Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982
www.luvernecrc.com — office@luvernecrc.com

Roger Sparks, Pastor
Sundays 9:30 a.m. Worship service. 6:30 p.m. Evening worship service. We 
are streaming Sunday services live on Roger Sparks’ Facebook page at 9:30 
a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Send him a friend request if you’re not connected. You 
may also visit our website for delayed broadcasts. Also our services are on 
local cable TV at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and at 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays. 
In all circumstances, may we joyfully declare: “Our help is in the name of 
the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 124:8.

First Baptist Church
1033 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne 

Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org
Walt Moser, Pastor

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. In-person worship service. Service is also on Facebook 
Live at 10:30 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne 

Ph. 507-283-4431; www.graceluverne.org 
graceluverne@iw.net
Ann Zastrow, Pastor

Dave Christenson, Interim Pastor
Thursday, July 22: 8:30 a.m. Missions in Action. Saturday, July 24: 5:30 
p.m. Christmas in July worship. Sunday, July 25: 9 a.m. Christmas in July 
worship. 10 a.m. Fellowship coffee and treats. 1:30 p.m. Worship at Mary 
Jane Brown Home. 2:15 p.m. Worship at Poplar Creek. Tuesday, July 27: 
8:30 a.m. Grace Notes assembly. 9 a.m. Staff meeting. 1:30 p.m. Worship 
at Mary Jane Brown Home. 2:15 p.m. Worship at Poplar Creek. Wednesday, 
July 28: 7 a.m. Men’s Bible study. 7:30 a.m. Mom’s Bible study at Wild-
flowers. 5:30 p.m. Gather with Grace at Luverne City Park. Thursday, July 
29: 8:30 a.m. Missions in Action. Online, TV and Radio Worship options 
are available. Online: Sundays 9 a.m. on the church website www.gracelu-
verne.org, click Worship tab or go directly to our Facebook page at Grace 
Lutheran ELCA, Luverne. TV: Vast Channel 3 will air our worship service 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m. and Fridays at 10 a.m. Radio: KQAD-AM Radio will 
air our worship service on Sundays at 8:15 a.m.

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne

Ph. 507-283-4571 or 605-215-9834
pastorapalmquist67@yahoo.com

Andrew Palmquist, Pastor
Sundays, 10:15 a.m. Worship service; worship online as well (at els.org). 
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. Zoom Bible study. See our Facebook page, Bethany 
Lutheran Church (Luverne) for other classes and events. 

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne 

Ph. 283-8600; email: office@arcluverne.org 
Mike Altena, Pastor

Friday, July 22: 6:30 a.m. Community Men’s Bible study. Sunday, July 
25: 9:30 a.m. Worship service. Tuesday, July 27: 7 p.m. Prayer meeting. 
Services are also broadcast on Vast Channel 3 on Mondays at 6 p.m. and 
Wednesdays at 4 p.m. DVD’s available upon request. To stay up to date on 
announcements, follow us on Facebook and Instagram @arcluverne.

Rock River Community Church
(formerly First Assembly of God)

1075 110th Ave., 2 miles west of Luverne on County Rd. 4
Ph. 612-800-1255; email info@rockrivercommunity.church

Bob Junak, Pastor; Annette Junak, Assistant Pastor
Sundays, 9 a.m. Sunday school; 10 a.m. Worship service. Children’s church 
for ages 3-6th grade and nursery for ages 0-3 provided during our services. 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Worship service. All services are in-person and all are 
welcome.

United Methodist Church
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne

Ph. 283-4529; email: luverneumc@iw.net
Thursday, July 22: PD—LLP meeting in Mankato. Saturday, July 24: 8 p.m. 
AA meeting. Sunday, July 25: 9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday school. 10:30 a.m. 
Worship service and live streamed on Facebook and radio. 4:30 p.m. Gen-
esis to Revelation Bible study. Tuesday, July 27: 9:30 a.m. Folding Team. 
6:30 p.m. PPR meeting. Wednesday, July 28: 5:30 p.m. Free Commu-
nity Meal; pick up option available. 6:30 p.m. Rock Railway. FUEL 
Fun Night. 8 p.m. AA meeting.

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne

Ph. 283-4787; email: Firstpc@iw.net— www.fpcluverne.com

Jason Cunningham, Pastor
Thursday, July 22: 9:30 a.m. Rebecca Circle outing at Magnolia Café. Sun-
day, July 25: 9:30 a.m. Worship service. In-person Worship service and live 
on Facebook. Our Facebook page can be found under First Presbyterian 
Church of Luverne. We are also on the local Luverne cable station at 10 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. on Tuesdays and 10 a.m. on Thursdays.

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne

Ph. 283-2316; email: stjohn@iw.net
www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org 

Rev. Dr. Phil Booe, Pastor
Saturday, July 24: 5:30 p.m. Worship. Sunday, July 25: 9 a.m. Worship 
service. Services will be available on the Vast Channel 3 Sunday and online 
at the city website, cityofluverne.org. 

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St., Luverne

Ph. 449-0057; www.livingrockswmn.org
Billy Skaggs, Pastor

New Life Celebration Church
101 W. Maple, Luverne

Ph. 449-6522; email: newlifecelebration@gmail.com
Food mission every third Thursday. 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 E. 2nd St., P.O. Box 36, Hardwick

Ph. (507) 669-2855; zionoffice@alliancecom.net
Jesse Baker, Pastor 

Ben Clare United Methodist Church
26762 Ben Clare Ave., Valley Springs, S.D.

igtwlb@WOW.net
Bill Bates, Pastor

First Lutheran Church 
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D. 

Ph. (605) 757-6662 
Mark Eliason, Pastor

Sunday, July 25: 10 a.m. Joint worship at Palisade Lutheran. Masks are 
no longer required if fully vaccinated. Worship will be streamed live on 
Facebook Video worship via YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St., Garretson, S.D. 

Ph. (507) 597-6257 — firstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Mark Eliason, Pastor

Sunday, July 25: 10 a.m. Joint worship at Palisade Lutheran. Masks are 
no longer required if fully vaccinated. Worship will be streamed live on 
Facebook. Video worship via YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3rd St., P.O Box 73, Beaver Creek 

Ph. 507-935-5025 
email: lori.firstpres@gmail.com

Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. Second Tuesday of each month, 7 p.m. 
Session meeting.

Magnolia United Methodist Church 
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia

Ph. 605-215-3429
email: magnoliamnumc@gmail.com

Nancy Manning, Pastor
Sunday, 9 a.m., in-person with livestream available on the church’s Face-
book site.

Steen Reformed Church 
112 W. Church Ave., Steen

Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship service in-person with livestream 
available on Facebook and YouTube. Radio worship on KQAD Sundays at 
9:30 a.m. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
112 N. Main St., Hills

Ph. 962-3270
Nita Parker, Pastor

Sunday, July 25: 9 a.m. Worship at Tuff Home. 9:30 a.m. Youth time. 10 
a.m. Worship service at Bethlehem with Holy Communion/New Members 
Sunday. Worship will be streamed live to Facebook at Bethlehem of Hills. 
You can find more info on our website blchills.org. Tuesday, July 27: 2 p.m. 
Tuff Home Bible study. 3:15 p.m. Tuff Village Bible study. Wednesday, July 
28: 9 a.m. Quilting.

Hills United Reformed Church 
410 S. Central Ave., Hills 

Office Ph. 962-3254
hillsurc@alliancecom.net

Alan Camarigg, Pastor
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the celebration.
Hot Dog Night began 

in 1962 when Luverne 
businesses planned a 
night of free hot dogs to 
thank their customers.

“The event has grown 
over the years to add 
quirky entertainment 
and fun for all ages, and 
we also thank the busi-
nesses and organizations 
who added to the night’s 
festivities.

“Although businesses 

their daily lives and have 
concerns about water levels 
and availability. 

While occasional water 
level fluctuations are natural, 
normal and beneficial to 
ecosystems, they can nega-
tively affect tourism and 
recreation, agriculture, busi-
nesses and other activities 
that are dependent on water. 

Times of drought 
remind us all about the im-

portance of water conserva-
tion.”

Minnesotans are 
encouraged to learn how 
much water they are using 
compared with the aver-
age American home and 
identify ways to reduce 
water use.

Lakes, streams, and 
rivers are dependent on the 
amount of precipitation an 
area receives, how much of 

that moisture is contributed 
by runoff, how much water 
is recharged or discharged 
through groundwater, and 
how much water evaporates.

More information about 
drought is available on the 
DNR website. 

The website includes 
a link where anyone can 
sign up to receive drought-
related notifications and 
information.

Minnesota drought/continued from page 3A

Hot Dog Night in Luverne/
continued from page 1A

have come and gone 
over the years, the tra-
dition of giving away 
free hot dogs never 
wavered.”

Lanphere said the 
event has become an-
other endearing reason 
Luverne residents and 
former residents are 
proud of their commu-
nity.

“The delicious and 
creative toppings you 
served, along with 
special treats, put 
smiles of joy on the faces of thousands of 
people who call Luverne their home (and 
the others that no doubt wish they could),” 
she said.

She again recognized Premium Minne-
sota Pork for donating 5,000 hot dogs to 
reduce the price that merchants paid for 
their allotted number of hot dogs.

And she encouraged businesses to join 
the 60th annual event on July 14, 2022.

“Thank you and your employees for 
making this great community event a ‘hot 
diggity dog’ success,” Lanphere said.

At left, the Luverne Fire Department ladder truck sprinkles crowds on the hot summer asphalt. Above is the Beautiful Kingdom band. At right, Jeremy Hough turns hot dogs at Luverne Counseling.

Autumn Norman and her 
dog compete in the Wiener 
Dog Beauty Contest.
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Mavis Fodness photo/0722 Fair Tab 2021 Knobloch Farm Family
The Dallas and Amy Knobloch family is the 2021 Rock County Farm Family of the Year, recognized by 
Extension for dedication to ag. Pictured are Tory, Amy, Claire, Dallas and the family dog, Lucy. The Knoblochs 
live north of Hills where they maintain a cow-calf herd and finish 3,500 to 4,000 head of cattle annually.

By Mavis Fodness
Whether it’s working with neighbors 

or showing at local fairs, the Dallas and 
Amy Knobloch family is passionate about 
agriculture.

Their dedication was noticed by Exten-
sion Committee members, who select a 
farm family each year to be ag ambassa-
dors at the local county fair.

This year the committee chose the 
Knoblochs — Dallas and Amy, and their 
children, Tory and Claire — to represent 
Rock County as Farm Family of the Year.

“Their passion for the agriculture 
industry is evident and something to be ad-
mired,” said Extension Committee member 
Anna Haas.

“They volunteer for numerous agricul-
tural organizations and do it with eminent 
humbleness.”

This spirit of humility comes from 
experiences learned on and off the farm.

Before Dallas returned to the family 
farm north of Hills in 2002, he earned an 
agronomy degree from the University of 
Minnesota — Twin Cities after graduating 
from Hills-Beaver Creek High School. 

The big city lifestyle wasn’t for him. 
“Life is always busy — something is al-
ways going on — in a big city,” he said. “I 
think here is a happy medium. I feel Rock 
County is a great place to live and raise a 
family.”

The quieter life, however, can be 
isolating, he noted, and potentially lead to 
negative attitudes developing toward farm-
ing as a career. 

“I see people struggling to stay positive 
in agriculture,” Knobloch, 45, said. “Gain-
ing customer service experience prior 

to farming has really helped in building 
relationships and a different perspective to 
live life on the farm.”

Dallas first worked in the agronomy 
department at the Rock Rapids elevator, 
rising to manager before joining his father, 
Larry Knobloch, in the third-generation 
family farm operation. 

Twenty years later Dallas and Amy 
have built a beef finishing and cow-calf 
operation that annually supplies between 
3,500 to 4,000 head of cattle to consumers.

“I’m thankful for the passion to agri-
culture and the work ethic taught by my 
parents,” Dallas said.

The same work ethic continues to be 
passed on in the Knobloch family, with 
each playing integral roles in the farm’s 

Mavis Fodness photo/0722 Fair Tab 2021 Ag Society Board

The Rock County Ag Society organizes the annual county fair at the end of July. Officers for the 
2021 event include Keri Hansen, secretary; Robert Remme, treasurer; Lee Sells, vice president; 
and Adam Kinsinger, president. They’re pictured at the fairgrounds south entrance.

By Mavis Fodness
Preventive measures are being put 

into place to curb the coronavirus spread 
among the thousands who typically 
attend the annual Rock County Fair.

The local ag society, which organizes 
the event, received funding from the 
Rock County Commissioners recently 
along with a grant through the Luverne 
Area Community Foundation.

Touch-free faucets and hand dryers 
are being installed in the restroom 
facilities.

Cases of hand sanitizer, towels 
and cleaning supplies are also being 
stockpiled for use during the four-day 
event.

Handwashing stations will be located 
in each building on the fairgrounds, and 
easier-to-sanitize plastic picnic tables 
are replacing the current seating options 
made from wood.

“We are really trying hard to have 
a safe fair,” said Ag Society President 
Adam Kinsinger. 

Last month commissioners approved 
a $41,074 request from the Ag Society. 
Commissioner Gary Overgaard, who 
serves on the society board, abstained 
from the vote.

The requested supplies and 
equipment have been ordered. Work 
has begun installing the new preventive 
measures.

“Our goal is to have it fully 
implemented —pending any shipping 
delays,” added Lee Sells, Ag Society vice 
president.

Commissioners paid the request 
from the most recent federal coronavirus 
response program. Rock County received 
the first of two $908,000 allocations in 
June. The county has until 2024 to spend 

the funds.
The fair board has also allotted $2,500 

to pay a cleaning crew during the fair.
Portable handwashing stations were 

purchased with the $2,300 LACF grant.

Knoblochs come together around cattle

2021 Rock County Farm Family of the Year

Knoblochs Farm Family/see page 11

‘Swifty Swine’ racing and swimming pigs join lineup of fair entertainment ... see 12B

Benson farm gets 
Century Farm status

4-H intern learns, 
works at fair

Seasoned racer 
returns to Enduros

Beef Ambassador 
participates in Q&A

Tractor pull features 
red-vs-green rivalry

Ag Society brings enthusiasm, caution 
to Rock County’s return to local fair in 2021

Two-year-old Gus Benson, 
pictured with his dad, Eric Ben-
son, may be the fifth generation 
farmer on the family’s 138-year-
old Rock County Century Farm.

... See page 3B

Anna Rose is this year’s sum-
mer intern with the Rock County 
Extension 4-H Program. She 
brings experience as a Jackson 
County 4-H member to the job.

... See page 6B

The 2021 Rock County Fair 
Enduro will mark the 11th time 
that longtime local racer Jasmine 
Kalass has competed in the popu-
lar hometown event. 

... See page 8B

The Great Plains Tractor 
Pullers will bring 60 pullers to the 
Saturday night event at the Rock 
County Fairgrounds grandstand. 
Club president Mike Nieuw-
boer said he expects to see some 
friendly rivalry between John 
Deere and International brands.

... See page 9B

Samantha Moser, Hills, is the 
2021 Rock-Nobles Cattlemen’s 
Association Beef Ambassador.  
The Star Herald reached out to 
her and asked  a series of ques-
tions about her role with beef.

See page 7B
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By Adam Kinsinger, Rock 
County Ag Society president

The 2021 Rock County Fair is 
about to kick off, and let me tell you 
we are excited.

Last year’s cancelation was a 
tough call to make, but all that did 
was fuel our passion to make this 
year’s fair one of the best fairs yet.

Some of you may have noticed 
some work going on at the grounds. 

The board has worked on 
improving some of the structures, 
including the old ticket booth by the 
north entrance. We are turning the 
boarded-up building into an open, 
covered area to sit in. The building 
wasn’t usable and has sat boarded 
up for years. We wanted to use that 
space while saving a piece of history.

Keeping up with the buildings 
and maintaining the grounds is 
something the fair board works very 
hard on every year. 

Along with the big projects, the 
touch-up painting and tree trimming 
seem to never end. 

But the feeling of taking a step 
back and looking over the grounds 
while the fair is in full swing — and 
seeing the people filling the grounds 

— makes it all worth it. We want to 
make sure we have a good foundation 
so the fair can go on for many years.

Minnesota as a whole takes pride 
in its county fairs.

However, organizing a county 
fair is no small task. The hours spent 
researching, contacting, finding funds 
and lining up vendors and attractions 
for the fair is a yearlong task.

There are some county fairs 
that are struggling. Some are getting 
smaller because of the increase in 
costs and lack of funding.

Rock County is a county that 
takes pride in its fair. The response 
from community members and 
businesses in our county is second to 
none.

After last year I think everyone 
feels we need this bit of normalcy.

Another reason our fair is 
successful is because of the volunteers 
of the fair board. 

These men and women are rock 
stars! They all bring something to the 
table and have the same goal in mind. 
For me personally, I am thankful for 
the friendships I have made while 
being on the board.

This year’s fair is going to be 
great!

There will be something for 
everyone. The grandstand events are 
always a hit, with bringing back the 
tractor pull on Thursday evening. 

The bean bag tournament, a free 

community supper and free band take 
place Friday evening. Saturday has the 
fan favorite enduro race to finish off the 
week.

4-H will be there in full swing! I 
can’t wait to see all the projects and 
animals.

The pride of our community 
members shows in the open class 
exhibits.

Plus, you never know who you 
might see walking around the grounds 

— a lion looking for his courage with a 
walking scarecrow, a pirate named Jack 
Sparrow.

Go pet a goat and see a pig with her 

babies. Or watch pigs race for treats! 
Come and sit on the patio and listen 

to some music while enjoying some food 
from the eat stand or maybe a dish of ice 
cream. Ride some carnival rides. 

There is so much to do this year 
we’ve added another day to the fair!

In past years the official start of the 
fair was Thursday. 

This year we are starting Wednesday 
to give everyone a chance to come and 
enjoy.

I am excited for this year’s fair 
because fair time is my favorite time 
of the year. It’s going to be great to see 
everybody come together again. 

Magnolia Ag Center: 507-283-2431 | Luverne Energy•Feed•Grain: 507-283-4418
Magnolia Grain: 507-283-3700 | Kanaranzi Grain: 507-283-8989

chsbrandon.com | Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

From the feedlot to 
the fair, we’ve got 
you covered.

Ag society adds day to 2021 Rock County Fair
... Pet a goat, walk through livestock barns, watch pigs race for oreos, listen to music on the 
patio, get something from the eat stand, have a dish of ice cream. Ride some carnival rides ... 

Keeping up with the buildings and maintaining the 
grounds is something the fair board works very 
hard on every year. ... But the feeling of taking a 
step back and looking over the grounds while the 
fair is in full swing — and seeing the people filling 

the grounds — makes it all worth it.

— Adam Kinsinger,
Fair Board president

Call the Rock County Star Herald 
at 507-283-2333 to advertise 

in next year’s Fair Preview Edition

Rock County Ag Society President Adam Kinsinger, pictured in 2020 at the fairgrounds, said he and the board are excited to bring an 
additional day and several new options for family entertainment and activities to the 2021 Rock County Fair. 
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VerSteeg Excavation

CHAD VERSTEEG
507-227-2522

Snow Removal  |  Trucking
Tree Removal  |  Grain Hauling
Excavation/Demolition
Conservation Work

1432 150th Ave.  Luverne, MN   56156

Holly J. Sammons

305 East Luverne Street
PO Box 659
Luverne, MN 56156
P 507-449-5033
hsammons@cityofl uverne.org

Economic Development Director
City of Luverne

Coming homeComing homeSpringwater Township couple start new generation on family Century FarmSpringwater Township couple start new generation on family Century Farm

By Lori Sorenson
Two-year-old Gus Benson 

doesn’t yet understand the 
history of the farm where he 
lives and plays, but if the legacy 
continues, he’ll be the fifth 
generation of Bensons to farm 
the homestead in western Rock 
County.

His dad, Eric Benson, and 
his grandpa, Tim Benson, will 
be recognized during the Rock 
County Fair next week for 
operating an official Minnesota 
Century Farm.

The quarter section — 
160 acres — in Springwater 
Township has been farmed by 
members of the Benson family 
for 138 continuous years, dating 
back to 1883.

“I just want to show 
appreciation for the generations 
before me,” said Eric, who 
turned in the Century Farm 
paperwork in 2021.

“I’m especially grateful for 
my dad and my grandpa for the 
opportunities I have.”

When asked how it feels 
to be continuing the Benson 
legacy as a fourth-generation 
farmer on the homestead, Eric 
said, “It feels like quite a bit of 
responsibility to keep it going.”

Homestead officially 
certified on April 5, 1883

Nels Benson is listed as the 
original family owner. 

He traveled from Norway 

in 1873 at 27 years old and 
filed a claim to Section 30 of 
Springwater Township. The 
homestead certification was 
dated April 5 1883.

In the spring of 1877, Nels 
and his new bride, Esthru 
(Johnson), began making the 
homestead their home. As told 
in the Rose History of Rock and 

Pipestone counties, the work 
involved “transforming it from 
a barren, trackless prairie into a 
land of fruitful acreage.”

The couple built a house in 
those early years (around 1900) 
and started a family.  

They had eight children, 
including Bert and Ethel, who 
took over the farm operation in 
1936. 

Neither married, and both 
lived on the home place. 

Bert Benson is listed as 
the owner from 1936 to 1970, 
and his sister, Ethel Benson, 
from 1970 to 1974.

During that time, the farm 
produced hogs, cows, chickens, 
corn, alfalfa and small grains, 
and it was also under the 
brother-sister partnership that 
the house was remodeled in 
1955. The project included a new 
basement and a “substantial 
addition.”

Ethel sold the farm in 1974 
to Nels and Gladys Benson, who 
had lived just a mile down the 
road. 

Nels was the son of Ethel’s 
brother, Arthur, and the Benson 
farm was listed in Gladys’ 
name from 1974 to 2020.

Nels and Gladys remained 
on their own farm, and their 
son Tim moved to the Benson 
homestead in 1976 after earning 

Benson farm Benson farm 
has been in the has been in the 
family 138 years, family 138 years, 
now has ‘Centurynow has ‘Century
Farm’ statusFarm’ status

Eric Benson, the fourth generation farmer on the Benson Century Farm, keeps a tight hold of Gus’s hand after 
chasing the toddler across the yard. He said he hopes to pass the farming tradition to the next generation.

“I just want to 
show appreciation 
for the generations 

before me. 
I’m especially 

grateful for my dad 
and my grandpa 
for the opportuni-

ties I have. ... 
It feels like quite a 

bit of responsibility 
to keep it going.”

— Eric Benson,
2021 Benson 

Century Farm

Century Farm/see page 4B

Adria Benson holds 4-week-old Nels, who was 
born June 21 with his twin sister, Josie. At left is the 
homestead certification dated April 5, 1883. Nels 
Benson traveled from Norway in 1873 at 27 years 
old and filed a claim to Section 30 of Springwater 
Township. The Benson farm has been continuously 
farmed by family members for 138 years.

Benson Century Farm 
photos and story 
by Lori Sorenson



Page 4B   Rock County Star Herald  July 22, 2021

Lic.# BC064924

39 Years Experience 
Kevin Oehlerts, Luverne,

www.OehlertsAndSonConstruction.com

Oehlerts & Son ConstructionOehlerts & Son Construction

New Construction - Home Additions - Interior & Exterior New Construction - Home Additions - Interior & Exterior 
Home Remodeling - Windows - Siding - Drywall - Home Remodeling - Windows - Siding - Drywall - 

Foundation Work & Walls - Sidewalks & DrivewaysFoundation Work & Walls - Sidewalks & Driveways

507-673-2206507-673-2206

Those Blasted Things
Vance & Becky Walgrave

924 S. Kniss Ave
Luverne, MN 56156

email: walgrave@thoseblasted things.com
   www.thoseblastedthings.com           phone/fax: 507-283-4027

310 S. Kniss Ave
Luverne, MN 56156

Email:   sales@connellcar.com
Website:   www.connellcar.com

Business: 507-283-2341 

www.ConnellCar.com 

QUALITY Used Cars! Put your trust in us!

Terry Connell, Owner

Jessie Connell, 
Service Writer

Thomas Sterrett, 
Salesman

his ag degree at Canby Technical College.
Tim and JoEllen continued raising 

livestock and crops — corn, soybeans, alfalfa 
and small grains, and they had three children, 
Kelly (now in Mankato), Katie (in Harrisburg) 
and Eric, who graduated from Hills-Beaver 
Creek High School.

Eric earned his ag degree at South Dakota 
State University, Brookings, and joined the 
farming operation, which included custom 
cattle feeding.

In 2010 the Bensons pivoted to grain 
farming only and replaced the original 
homestead barn with a 60-by-120 machine 
shed.

Planning for the future
Eric and his wife, Adria, were married in 

2017 and moved to the home place in 2018 
when Tim and JoEllen moved from the farm 
to an acreage on Highway 23 several miles 
away.

They now have 4-week-old twins, Nels 
and Josie, who joined their brother, Gus, 2, on 
June 21.

Eric said it’s hard not to think of their 
future and possibly passing on the Benson 
farming tradition.

“That’s the ultimate goal, but farming is 
volatile, especially lately,” he said. “But we’re 
established, and I would like to think we can 
keep farming.”

Tim said moving from the homestead 
doesn’t mean he’s retiring — he farms with Eric and is half owner of the 

Benson century farm. 
But he said the move has 

offered some perspective.
“For 42 years we lived on the 

farm place,” he said. “When you 
live where you work, you’re never 
done. Now, after moving, I’m glad 
we did it. And I’m glad for Eric.”

He acknowledged that 
operating a century farm hasn’t 
always been on his mind, but 
he said it matters.

“I hope I have a grandchild 
who can farm it someday,” he 
said. “And that was my dad’s 
thought — that his grandson 
could, too. … If he bought a 

101 East Main St.
Luverne, MN 56156
Bus. 507-283-4469
TF. 800-243-4469
kevin.thelen@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Kevin Thelen 
Financial Advisor

piece of ground, he’d wonder 
about it.”

Tim said he’s been working 
with the family farm long 
enough to understand that some 
sacrifices and investments are 
made in faith — that they’ll one 
day benefit the next generation.

“You’re probably not going to 

Two-year-old Gus Benson doesn’t yet understand the history of the farm where he lives and plays, but if the 
legacy continues, he’ll be the fifth generation of Bensons to farm the homestead in western Rock County. He 
recently became big brother to a set of twins, Josie and Nels, born on June 21.             (Lori Sorenson photos)

Tim Benson holds 4-week-old Josie, who was born on June 21 with her twin borther, Nels. Eric Benson filled out the paperwork this year for the Benson family farm to become 
recognized as a Rock County Century Farm. The family members date back to 1883, not long after Nels Benson immigrated from Norway at age 27.

Benson farm in Springwater Township recognized as Century Farm/continued from page 3B
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see the long-term return for 
yourself, but your reward is 
your pride and satisfaction in 
passing it along,” he said.

Recognized at the fair
The Bensons will be 

recognized at 6 p.m. Friday, 
July 30, under the tent on the 
fairgrounds during the 2021 
Rock County Fair in Luverne.

Eric said he’s looking 
forward to having his 
ancestors honored for their 
work on the Benson farm, and 
he’s proud to be continuing 
the tradition.

“I’m lucky to be in this 
situation,” he said. “To be 
living here on the original 
homestead after 138 years and 
farming it. It doesn’t get any 
better than that.”

The Minnesota State 
Fair and Minnesota Farm 
Bureau are recognizing 124 
Minnesota farms as 2021 
Century Farms. Each of the 
honored farms has been in 
continuous family ownership 
for at least 100 years and 

Eric Benson has a word with 2-year-old Gus, who staged a “sit down” in opposition to going indoors for supper. Above are Tim and JoEllen Benson (left), Eric and Adria Benson, 4-week-old 
twins Nels and Josie, 2-year-old Gus and the family dog, Tammy. They’ll be recognized next week at the Rock County Fair for their Benson Century Farm. (Lori Sorenson photos)

The original Benson home was built around 1900 (two 
photos at left) and remodeled in 1955 (above) to include an 
addition and a new basement. Below is the current Benson 
home in western Rock County where Eric and Adria Benson 
are now raising their three small children.

consists of at least 50 acres.
Information on all 

Century Farms will be 
available at the Minnesota 
Farm Bureau exhibit during 
the 2021 Minnesota State Fair. 
A database of all Minnesota 
Century Farms is also 
available at fbmn.org.

“You’re probably 
not going to see 
the long-term re-
turn for yourself, 
but your reward 
is your pride and 

satisfaction in 
passing it along.”

— Tim Benson,
2021 Benson 

Century Farm

Benson farm in Springwater Township recognized as Century Farm/continued from page 3B
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Dedicated to a 
better future 
for Greater 
Minnesota 
families.

Joe Schomacker

D
b

phone: 888-727-6307
email: repjoe.schomacker@house.mn

website: www.house.mn/22a

State Representative

Prepared and paid for by the Schomacker Volunteer Committee 
www.JoeforHouse.com          P.O. Box 503 Luverne, MN 56156

Mavis Fodness photo/0722 Fair Tab 2021 4-H Intern

Anna Rose is this year’s 4-H summer intern with the Rock County Extension 4-H Program. Rose, who was a Jack-
son County 4-H member, will assist with this year’s Rock County Fair.

By Mavis Fodness
Anna Rose learned 

three life lessons as a 4-H’er 
in Jackson County — goal 
setting, determination and 
perseverance.

Now as this summer’s 
4-H program summer 
intern in Rock County, 
Rose wants local youth to 
embrace opportunities the 
organization presented her 
when she was a member.

“I want to empower 
4-H’ers to capitalize on 
opportunities that are going 
to set them up for success 
after their 4-H career has 
ended,” she said.

Rose said she found 
success in photography 
projects and set a goal to win 
grand champion at the county 
fair. 

“It took years to achieve 
this goal, but I did finally win 
the category in 2017,” she 
said. 

Her journey began 
before she was an official 4-H 
member.

As a Jackson County 
Central kindergartner, she 
was introduced to 4-H by 
high school students who 
visited her classroom as 
part of the 4-H program 
recruitment.

“I honestly don’t 
remember what they said, but 
I do remember receiving a 
small 4-H pin and I’m sure 

information to share with my parents,” she said. 
“I went home and told my mom I wanted to be in 

4-H, and the rest is history.”
She spent 14 years in 4-H, the longest possible 

term in the program.
The daughter of Mark and Kerri Rose was a 

member of the Enterprise Earners beginning as a 
first-grader. Her parents still farm north of Alpha. 

Through the years in 4-H, Rose served in several 
different officer positions and was on the county’s 
4-H Federation Board.

Throughout her 4-H career she participated 
in general projects including foods and nutrition, 
quilting, crafts and fine arts, home environment, self-
determined and citizenship. 

Photography, however, captured her interest the 
most.

“In Jackson County and Minnesota in general, 
photography is a huge and very competitive 
category,” Rose said.

She spent each 4-H year taking pictures of 
animals and nature. The best part of the project was 
choosing four photos (Jackson County’s quota) that 
best represented the year’s work.

“I would order my photos from my least favorite 
to favorite and identify the skills I learned in the past 
year as I prepared to talk with the judge,” Rose said.

Her hard work and perseverance were also 
rewarded with a purple ribbon at the Minnesota 
State Fair.

Summer intern shares lessons learned through 4-H

It was the highest ribbon 
placing possible for general 
projects, awarded by her 4-H 
peers using a conference 
judging format.

“My experience judging at 
the State Fair was incredible,” 
she said.

Rose is a senior at 
Augustana University in 
Sioux Falls. She is working  
on a double major in 
communication studies/
business and marketing with 
a minor in entrepreneurship.

As a 4-H intern, Rose 
assists the local program 
director with summer 
programming including the 
upcoming Rock County Fair.

“I am forever grateful for 
my time in 4-H,” she said. 

“More and more each 
day, I realize that I am who I 
am because of 4-H — I don’t 
think I have the words to 
accurately describe what the 
4-H program has meant and 
done for me.”

“I am forever 
grateful for my 

time in 4-H. 
More and more 

each day, 
I realize that I 

am who I am be-
cause of 4-H — I 

don’t think 
I have the words 

to accurately 
describe what 

the 4-H program 
has meant and 
done for me.”

Rock County 
4-H intern 
Anna Rose 
assists with 
program and 
duties at fair

Thank-you to our advertisers 
for supporting this content.



  Rock County Star Herald  July 22, 2021  Page 7B

GROW YOUR PROFITS THROUGH
CONSERVATION, PRESERVATION

& GOOD MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

Rock County Land Mgt./SWCD
311 W. Gabrielson Road, Luverne • 507-283-8862  • www.rockswcd.org

• Rural Land Use/Building Permits  
• Individual Septic Treatment System Permits  

• Feedlot Permits 
• Well-Sealing Cost Share 

 • State Cost Share for Agricultural Conservation Practices  
• Household Hazardous Waste Disposal  
• Ag Best Management Practices Loans  

• Trees  • Recycling 
• Technical Assistance for Conservation Practices

Mavis Fodness photo/0722 Fair Tab Q & A Beef Ambassador
Samantha Moser gives a grin to the crowd during the Jubilee Days Parade in Hardwick on June 26. Moser threw beef sticks to spectators.

Samantha Moser, Hills, is the 
2021 Rock-Nobles Cattlemen’s 
Association Beef Ambassador. 

The Star Herald reached out to her 
and asked the cattlemen representative a 
series of questions about herself and the 
role she plays for the local organization. 

Please introduce yourself. 
My name is Samantha Moser and 

I am the daughter of Stuart and Karin 
Moser. I am the oldest of four children in 
our family. My younger siblings are Cody, 
Jack and Hailey. 

We live on a family farm between 
Hills and Beaver Creek and I will attend 
Hills-Beaver Creek High School in the fall 
as a senior. I am involved in volleyball, 
basketball, trap shooting, math league, 
knowledge bowl, student council, FFA 
and 4-H. 

I work at Sunshine Foods in Brandon 
and also help cater. In my free time, I like 
to spend time with family and friends, 
bake and sew.

Describe your and/or 
your family’s involvement 
in the beef industry. 

My family and I are heavily involved 
in animal agriculture. My dad and 
grandpa have a feeder-to-finish feedlot. 

I love to help work cattle! Typically, 

Meet Samantha Moser, Rock-Nobles Cattlemen Beef Ambassador

I help process and vaccinate the new 
cattle when they arrive. 

My brothers and I also have a couple 
steers that we raise to show at the 
county fair. This work includes feeding, 
walking, washing and other duties to 
prepare them for the fair. 

Along with feeding cattle, my family 
also raises pigs. I love to help out in the 
nursery! I am usually a part of the vac-
cination team. I also help with chores 
on the weekends and loading the feeder 
pigs into the finisher.

Why did you want to 
become a beef ambassador? 

I wanted to be the local beef ambas-
sador because I am very passionate 
about animal agriculture and I felt as 
though this was an excellent opportunity 
to share my love and excitement with 

the public beyond my involvement in FFA 
and 4-H. I like meeting local producers 
and hearing their stories and learning 
from their experiences.

What are some of the 
duties you have completed 
as ambassador? 

As the ambassador I have participat-
ed in three local parades in Luverne, Hills 
and Hardwick. 

I also helped at the Rock Nobles 
Cattlemen’s Beef Tour. This month I will 
be at the Rock County Fair assisting with 
the Cattlemen’s Beef Feed and the Beef 
Show.

What other activities are you 
involved in? 

As I mentioned, I am involved in both 
FFA and 4-H. I am the president of the 

Blue Ribbon 4-H Club and vice president 
of the Hills-Beaver Creek FFA Chapter. 
Both organizations promote animal ag-
riculture through hands-on experiences 
and educational opportunities. 

Through 4-H I show market beef at 
the county fair and in FFA I am a mem-
ber of the general livestock team.

What is the one thing the 
public should know about 
the beef industry? 

I think that it is very important for 
those who are not involved on a day-to-
day basis to understand the dedication, 
care and hard work that goes into beef 
production. 

I also believe that consumers should 
understand the pride producers take 
to ensure that all of their animals have 
proper nutrition and daily care to make 
sure that each and every animal is kept 
healthy and thriving, to ultimately pro-
vide a safe, nutritious, delicious and af-
fordable protein source to feed the world.

What are your future plans? 
My plans are to continue to be an 

active member of the local 4-H club and 
FFA chapter. As of now my future plans 
upon graduation are to attend SDSU to 
pursue a career in nursing and continue 
helping on the family farm.

I wanted to be the local beef ambassador
 because I am very passionate about animal 

agriculture and I felt as though this was an excellent 
opportunity to share my love and excitement with 
the public beyond my involvement in FFA and 4-H. 

I like meeting local producers and hearing their 
stories and learning from their experiences.

QQ&&A with the beef expertA with the beef expert
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American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & Its Operating Companies,
American Family Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway,

Madison, WI 53783  ©2019 016630 – 04/19 – 12520165

 Nicholas Domagala, Agent 
 114 W Main St Ste 100

Luverne, MN 56156 
 Bus: (507) 283-4695 

 ndomagal@amfam.com 
    

PROTECTION FOR
YOUR FARM.
AND YOUR
FARM'S FUTURE.

You’ve got big plans for the future and at American 
Family Insurance, we understand what it takes to 

make your dream a reality.

Let’s talk about the protection 
your dream deserves.

Jasmine Kalass poses for a picture with her pit crew following a race. They are (from left) Spenser Kalass, 
Terry Kalass, Jasmine Kalass, Don Kalass, Terry Hamann.  (Submitted photo)

Seasoned racer returns to track for 2021 Enduro event

By Brennen Rupp
Earnhardt, Petty and 

Waltrip are all names 
that are synonymous with 
racing. In Rock County, 
Arends and Kalass are 
racing royalty.

Jasmine Kalass will be 
one of the many racers that 
will compete in the Rock 
County Fair Enduro on 
Saturday, July 31.

“It’s always fun racing 
in my hometown,” Kalass 
said. “It typically gets most 
of my family to come watch 
me race.”

The 2021 Rock County 
Fair Enduro will mark the 
11th time that Kalass has 
competed in the hometown 
event. 

It’s an event that she 
grew up watching from the 
grandstands. It’s now come 
full circle for Kalass, as she 
will aim to take home the 
checkered flag for the first 
time in 2021. 

“My goal is to finish the 
race without any issues,” 
Kalass said. “If all goes well, 

hopefully I can win the 
race.”

For Jasmine and 
her family, racing is a 
team effort that she said 
has brought them closer 
together. 

Her father, Terry 
Kalass, used to race. Her 
brother, Spenser Kalass, is 

currently racing, and her 
uncle, Don Kalass, also 
used to compete.

“My dad used to race 
the enduros and my 
brother races as well,” 
Kalass said. “My brother 
races stock cars. We used 
to go to Rock Rapids and 
watch Anthony Mann 

when I was a kid.”
Every racer loves the 

thrill of the competition 
and the adrenaline rush 
they get while in the car. 
For Kalass it’s also the time 
spent with her family.’

“It’s just so much fun,” 
Kalass said. “I also love 
spending time with my dad, 

uncle and brother. It’s also 
always enjoyable to spend 
time with the fans that 
come to see me compete.”

Kalass has enjoyed 
successful seasons on the 
Enduro circuit the past two 
summers, coming in second 
place in the point standings 
in 2020 and 2019. 

“I’ve had many Top 
Five finishes and Top 10 
finishes,” Kalass said. 

“I’ve also gotten second 
place in points for the LSR 
Enduro series the past two 
years.”

The Enduro event 
starts at 7 p.m. Saturday, 
July 31, in the grandstand.

Jasmine Kalass 
and her brother, 
uncles team up 
to make racing 
a family affair
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Rock County Rural
Water District

•Water delivered to your home and 
your Livestock under pressure.
•Treated and tested safe daily.

•Your water now and for your future.

Rock County Rural Water 
507-283-8886

By Lori Sorenson
Tractor pulling is known as “the 

world’s heaviest motorsport,” with the 
goal being to determine the strongest 
machine based on how far it can pull a 
heavy load down a track.

Mike Nieuwboer, Kenneth, is 
president of the Great Plains Tractor 
Pullers and is bringing the sport to the 
Rock County Fair next week.

As the featured Thursday night 
grandstand event of the fair, pulling 
will start at 6:30 p.m. with an expected 
60 or more entrants on deck to 
compete.

Spectators will enjoy the roar of 
engines, smoke billowing from exhaust 
pipes and front tires lifting off the dirt 
track, but Nieuwboer said drivers enjoy 
testing their skills under the hood.

“I build it and work on it, and I get 
to run it,” he said, “These are really 
souped-up machines.”

Nieuwboer has been competing 
in tractor pulls for over 14 years and 
said there’s nothing quite like pushing 
a modified vintage tractor engine to 
capacity, but he also enjoys the good-
natured competition among drivers.

Especially when it comes to red 
versus green.

“It’s going to be a lot of red stuff,” 
he said about next week’s pull. “I don’t 
pull the green ones.”

But he said he’s hoping to see some 
John Deere tractors at the track, and 
he’s betting his red tractor against some 
of his friends’ green ones.

Nieuwboer will be pulling with 
a 40-year-old International 1206, but 
he and Brian Bergman, also from 
Kenneth, have been working on an 
International 1066. It’s the same model 
that Bergman’s grandpa, the late Irvin 
Bergman, farmed with.

Nieuwboer said he’s also hoping to 
see legendary local pullers like Junior 
DeJager, brother to John Deere tractor 

collector and restorer Bill DeJager, Steen.
And he’s challenging Eugene “Pucky” 

Sandager, Hills, to bring his restored John 
Deere 6030 to the tractor pull at the fair. 

“We’re calling it a ‘west side vs east side’ 
competition,” Nieuwboer said. “And it will be 
red vs green.”

He said most of the pullers 
committed to Thursday’s event 
have worked on their engines for 
a long time and are experienced 
competitors on the track. 

However, he encourages 
first-timers to give it a try, even 
if it’s just to see how their 
machinery stacks up.

“Anyone can do it,” he said. 
“Anybody’s welcome to show up 
and pull.”

The way a tractor pull works, 
tractors are hooked up to a sled 
like a flatbed truck trailer with 
wheels at the back and a sled at 
the front. 

A moveable mass of up to 
65,000 pounds starts at the back 
of the sled over the wheels. As 
the sled is pulled, the weight 
moves forward and closer to the 
vehicle making the entire piece 
more difficult to pull.

Drivers use their own tactics 
to gain the most ground. Some 
drag the weight slowly and 
steadily, while others rev up 
and blast their front wheels off 
the ground in an attempt to 
overpower the weighted sled.

The average feet a tractor 
has dragged a “sledge” is 300 
feet, depending on engine 
modifications.

The Great Plains Tractor 
Pullers include pullers from the 
tri-state area, and members 
pulling at the fair will need to be 
certified in order to accumulate 
points for the season.

Tickets for the grandstand 
event at the fair cost $10 for 
adults and $3 for kids 8 and 
younger.

Contact Nieuwboer at 507-
227-8698 or at nieuwboerm@
gmail.com. 

Great Plains Tractor Pullers bring red-vs-green rivalry to grandstand

Spectators in the Rock County Fair grand-
stands Thursday night will enjoy the roar of 
engines,  smoke billowing from exhaust pipes 
and front tires lifting off the dirt track, but Mike 
Nieuwboer, Kenneth, said drivers enjoy testing 
their skills under the hood.

“I build it and work on it, and I get to run it,” he 
said, “These are really souped-up machines.”

Nieuwboer has been competing in tractor pulls 
for over 14 years and said there’s nothing quite 
like pushing a modified vintage tractor engine 
to capacity, but he also enjoys the good-natured 
competition among drivers.
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By Lori Sorenson
Among the entertainment 

and demonstrations at next 
week’s Rock County Fair will 
be the Keepers of the Sacred 
Tradition of Pipemakers from 
Pipestone.

The group was formed in 
1996 by local Native Americans 
and tribal leaders to protect 
their culture and educate the 
public about the nearby pipe-
stone quarries.

According to Keepers 
treasurer and secretary Rona 
Johnston, the group’s presence 
in Luverne will be no different.

“We’re trying to create a 
better understanding among 
people of different cultures,” 
she said. “There are 586 dif-
ferent tribes and villages in the 
United States, and each of them 
have their own language and 
culture.”

She also said that unique 
Native American culture has 
steadily faded through the gen-
erations, and she said appear-
ances like the one at the Rock 
County Fair offer an opportu-
nity to share traditional Lakota 
stories, celebration, dance and 
music.

The Keepers of the Sacred 
Tradition of Pipemakers will be 
at the fair from 4 to 8 p.m. daily 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

and Saturday.
Johnston said daily demon-

stration will include storytelling, 
dream catcher making, pipe-
stone carving and the opportu-
nity for attendees to create art 
with pipestone.

The dance and storytelling 
demonstration will be from 7 to 
8 p.m. Friday night only.

According to the Keepers 
website, the organization works 
with local Native American 
organizations to provide goods 
and resources to local Indian 
reservations, as well as with 
schools and prisons to help peo-
ple understand tribal culture.

The goals of the group are:
•to archive the histories, 

stories, styles and uses of pipes 
by Native Americans. 

•to bring together spiritual 
leaders, teachers, storytellers 
and artists to share their knowl-
edge to the public.

•to conduct native art work-
shops, storytelling classes and 
education lectures.

•to promote unity and to 
bring together the four colors 
of man. 

•to sponsor cultural aware-
ness exchanges in the U.S. and 
abroad to promote and teach 
Native culture to other people.

More information can be 
found at pipekeepers.org.

The Keepers of the Sacred Tradition of Pipemakers will be 
at the Rock County Fair from 4 to 8 p.m. daily Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Pictured are (from left) Bud 
Johnston, Rona Johnston and Cama Johnston.

Rona Johnston said daily demonstrations will include sto-
rytelling, dream catcher making, pipestone carving and the 
opportunity for attendees to create art with pipestone.

The dance (Cama at left) and storytelling demonstration will 
be from 7 to 8 p.m. Friday night only.

Keepers of the Sacred Tradition of Pipemakers to demonstrate, educate

The daily news of Rock County.

star-herald.com
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Schedule of Events 
DAILY  EVENTS AROUND THE GROUNDS:  
Wednesday – Saturday unless listed dif-

ferently
• 5R ALPACAS CLEARWATER, MN 

• AG ADVENTURE BARN - MIRACLE OF BIRTH 
SOW and CHICKENS 

• WHEEL OF AGRICULTURE AG AREA
• AG DEMOS FOR KIDS / Mobile Ranch Petting Zoo

• HONEY BEES -TIM OLSON
• BLACKSMITH LARRY WASMUND 

• TINSMITH CHRIS HAGEMANN
• WOODEN BOWL TURNER ROGER ABRHAMSON 
• EARLY AMERICAN POTTERY REGGIE DELARM 

• MAGICIAN NICK SHARPE FREE
• FREE- CARICATURE ARTIST 

WED 6-8 PM, THURS 11 AM-1 PM, 4-7 PM, FRI 3-8 PM
• LINGBECK DESIGNS ST. JAMES 

• COLORING MURAL AG BARN
• MN JACK SPARROW PIRATE IMPERSONATOR

• STEEL DRUM PAN ARTIST CHRIS BELICH 
THURS 4-7 PM & FRI 3-6 PM
• JIM BRANDENBURG TIPI 

• KEEPERS OF THE SACRED TRADITION 3-8 PM DAILY 
PIPE CARVING, STORY TELLING, NATIVE AMERICAN DANCE

• VETERANS MEMORIAL AREA
(GREY COMMERCIAL BUILDING) 

WWI, WWII,  CIVIL WAR & VIETNAM DISPLAYS
• ATMS/ARCADE (COMMERCIAL BUILDING)

• FISH TANKS • SHINERS THURS & FRI
• YO YO GUY - DAZZLING DAVE

THURS 11 AM - 2 PM & 3:30 - 7:30 PM, FRI 3 - 8 PM, 
SAT NOON - 4 PM
• THE RAD ZOO 

THURS 1 - 4 PM & 5 - 8 PM, FRI 1 - 7 PM, SAT NOON - 6 PM
• PIG RACE & SWIMMING PIGS 

WED 7 PM, THURS - SAT 5 SHOWS @ 11, 1, 3, 5 & 7 FARM SAFETY 
TRAILER

• FANTASY FACE PAINTERS THURS & FRI 3:30-7:30 PM, SAT 
NOON - 4:00 PM

• BALLOONS BY KEVIN 
THURS 11 AM - 2:00 PM & 3:30 - 7:30 PM, FRI 4:00 - 8:00 PM, 

SAT NOON - 4:00 PM
• HISTORY OF TEDDY ROOSEVELT ADAM LINDQUIST

4-H FOODSTAND:
Wednesday :  1 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Thursday – Saturday:  7 am. – 9 p.m.

MIDWEST RIDES ON THE MIDWAY:
     Carnival Hours:   Wed:  5:00 – 10:00 p.m.

Thurs:  5:00  - 10:00      Friday:  3:00 – 10:00 p.m.
and Saturday:  Noon – 10:00 p.m.

     Wristband Night – Thursday from 6 to 10 p.m. 
($20 to ride)

      Wristband Day – Saturday from Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
($20 to ride)

Shuttle Service – 3:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Daily

Nursing Station on the Grounds
ATMS Throughout the Fairgrounds

Sanford Emergency Crew on the grounds daily

FOOD VENDORS ON GROUNDS:
SNOCONES / COTTON CANDY
 KETTLECORN – KETTLEKING

4-H POP STAND (PIZZA RANCH)
ROCK COUNTY PORK PRODUCERS RIB TICKLER BOOTH

ROCK COUNTY ICE CREAM BOOTH
4-H FOODSTAND

BEER GARDENS  Wednesday – Saturday 3 PM – CLOSE
CARNIVAL FOOD WAGONS (DURING CARNIVAL)

COMMUNITY MEALS: 
Thursday:  5:30 p.m. 

ROCK/NOBLES CATTLEMAN BEEF FEED
Friday: 5:30 p.m.  Free 

COMMUNITY MEAL AT GRANDSTAND 
(Freewill offering)

Brats/Hot Dogs, Chips, Cookie, Water
Saturday:  5:00 p.m. 

ROCK COUNTY PORK PRODUCERS PORK FEED

GRANDSTAND EVENTS:  
Thursday: 6:30 p.m. 

GREAT PLAINS TRACTOR PULLERS TRACTOR PULL 
Adults $10       Kids 8 and under $3

 Friday: FREE – NOON to 4 p.m.   
SIOUx VALLEY ENERGY

HIGH VOLTAGES/SAFETY DEMOS 
(Every 30 minutes) @ Grandstand  (Giveaways)

CORN HOLE TOURNEY
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL @ 5:30 P.M.

(Brats/Hot Dogs, Chips, Cookie and Water)

FREE - RANDY BUKER – HYPNOSIS SHOW 
5:30 and 7:00 p.m.  (Show arena)
Members of the community will 

be part of the show.  

FREE CONCERT FROM 8 PM. TO MIDNIGHT
Undercover Band from Sioux Falls

Saturday:
7:00 P.M.  ENDURO RACE

Adults:  $10              Kids 8 and under $3

BOOK READERS:
Tracy Maurer – Thursday, July 29
11:30 – John Deere, That’s Who!

 1:00- Samuel Morse, That’s Who!
4:00 – Lady Bird Johnson – That’s Who!

DOUG OHMAN – FRIDAY, JULY 30 
1:00 p.m.  – County Fair – A MN Tradition

3:00 p.m. – Memories of the Brave – Medal of Honor
              5:00 p.m. – Heart of the Farms Barns of MN

ADDITIONAL ITEMS FOR THE DAYS:
Thursday – Daycare Day

Friday – SR Citizens Day/Sioux Valley Energy Day
Saturday – Kids Day

Farm Family and Century Farm Presentation 
– Friday @ 6 p.m.   Tent

SR Citizens Day – Friday @ 2 p.m.
Jim Woster, A.C.E Presentation, 

Sioux Valley Energy Demos  
• Giveaways  •  Rolls and water

MN Soil Health Coalition Forum – Thursday 10 a.m. to Noon 
Demos/Speakers   •  Rainfall Simulator

Rolls and coffee provided

LIVE BROADCAST FROM THE FAIR 
PHIL SCHRECK AND DAKOTA NEWS  

Thursday - 5:00 p.m.   •   Meet and Greet afterwards
Thursday: 11 - 11:45 and Noon - 12:45

ZOOMOBILE ON THE GROUNDS
WATERMELON FEED

 Thursday - 5:30 by Tent by Show arena

WIZARD OF OZ SHOW BY THE OZ BROTHERS
Thursday under the tent by Foodstand

Thursday, July 29th 10:00 am - 10:45 am 
2:00 pm - 2:45 pm

Saturday:  Starting at Noon - evening   
WOODY’S AxE THROWING MOBILE UNIT

PAUL BUNYAN  -  Saturday under tent by Foodstand
Saturday, July 31  - 11:00 am - 11:45 am 

2:30 pm - 3:15 pm

FREE - RANDY BUKER – HYPNOSIS SHOW 
 Friday 5:30 & 7 p.m.    

Members of the community will be part of the show.  

4-H INFORMATION/SHOWS:
Monday, July 26:   General Exhibit Judging

 from 2 to 6 p.m.
Open Class Non perishable registration 5 to 8 p.m.

 WEDNESDAY, JULY 28:
Livestock Entries and exhibits brought in 9 am to Noon

Open Class non perishable/perishable exhibit 
registration 3 to 7 p.m.

Poultry Show - 3 p.m.    Rabbit Show - 5 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 29:
Herdsmanship Begins - 8 a.m.

Swine Show - 8 a.m.      Dairy Show - 11 a.m.
Lamb Lead/Sheep Show - 1:30 p.m.  Goat Show - 3:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, JULY 30:
Beef Show - 8 a.m.     Horse Showmanship - 11 am.

Horse Pleasure Show - Noon
Fashion Revue – Tent by Foodstand - 4 p.m.

Pet Show - 5 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 31:
Livestock Ribbon Auction - 9 a.m.

Horse Training - 10:30 a.m.
Games Show - Noon

Premier Showmanship - 4 p.m.
Parade of Champions - 6 p.m.
Livestock Released - 8:30 p.m.

Projects and Open Class Exhibits Released- 9 p.m.

 JULY 28 – 31, 2021
Rock County Fairgrounds

Advance Ticket Sales:  July 1 – 28
8 for $20  - can be purchased at Sunshine Foods, Pizza Ranch,

Luverne Chamber, and Rauks – Beaver Creek
NIGHTLY MUSIC ON THE PATIO:

Wednesday:  6 to 9 p.m.  ~ Prairie Home Rebellion 
Thursday: 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. ~ The Barn Flies (Casey Wilson & Carleen Wild Wilson)

Friday: 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.~ Mogen’s Heroes with Doug Lund & Jim Woster
Sponsored by Tri State Neighbor

Saturday: 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. ~ Shriners Back 40 Hillbilly Band

success along with other key players.
“It takes a team to make an operation successful,” Dal-

las said.

Family fills different roles on the farm
Dallas focuses on cattle buying and selling, commodity 

production and purchases, the feeding and management of 
five feedlot locations. 

Off the farm, he is a member of the Minnesota Cattle-
men Association, Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation and 
is a trustee with the Frank Boom Trust.

Amy does the farm accounting, record keeping, errands 
and helps the process the cattle in and out of the feedlots.

“She’s super good at tracking expenses and revenues — 
making spreadsheets,” he said. 

Amy also works a couple days a week as an accountant 
with a local dairy, and she volunteers at school and church.

The children began helping on the farm as they grew 
older.

Tory, a 2021 H-BC High School graduate, handles the 
cow-calf operation. The herd averages 110 cows, and he 
handles February calving and the intensive grazing system 
that maximizes 320 acres of grass pasture. 

Tory also feeds the feedlot cattle, helps with the chute 
help and assists with the corn and alfalfa grown specifically 
for the feedlot. 

He was involved in the H-BC FFA chapter, football and 
trap teams.

Claire, an incoming H-BC eighth-grader, bottle feeds 
six to eight twin calves and takes care of young stock that 
need TLC before joining the cattle in the feedlot. She 
also processes cattle and is the family’s designated “gate 
opener.” 

Her school activities are junior high volleyball, basket-
ball and track.

The entire family comes together for showing cattle — 
washing the stock daily and preparing for the local fair and 
other open cattle shows.

The family belongs to the Blue Ribbon 4-H Club. Dallas 
is also a 4-H livestock superintendent at the county fair.

“We’ve had to spend a lot of time with our kids because 
of the cattle,” he said. 

“It is so much fun watching them. 4-H has been so 

much fun — showing teaches them so much in life.” 
Each child rises out of bed before school to feed and 

care for their animals. They have committed to the daily 
grooming and preparation necessary to be successful in 
the show ring.

Team approach to beef production
Experience outside of the family farm has led Dal-

las to adopt a team approach to beef production, which 
integrates as much of the process under his supervision as 
possible.

The approach starts with the cattle purchasing.
Over past three to four years Dallas has developed 

a working relationship with the western South Dakota 
cattle breeders and purchases the majority of feedlot stock 
privately.

He’s worked with those producers to encourage a 
stress-free introduction of calves to the feedlot. Dallas 
has shared feed rations so when the South Dakota stock is 
moved to Minnesota, they willingly eat the familiar feed 
after the move.

Dallas has also encouraged introducing the pastured 
calves to feed bunks and automatic waterers used in the 
feedlot before they make the six-hour trip to Hills.

“Happy cattle are the result of good management,” 
Dallas said.

With a goal to achieve finishing weight in seven 
months or less, good nutrition is a must.

Dallas works with several neighbors to purchase the 
60,000 to 70,000 bushels of quality corn necessary for the 
feedlot. 

When possible, he harvests the grain directly from the 
field and brings the commodities to the family farm in Martin 
Township.

From the farm, feed rations are prepared for the custom 
feedlots Dallas has organized through contracts with neigh-
bors and the use of their feedlots.

Dallas uses many local industry experts in the family 
farm operation, to solve problems and to keep up with the 
constant changes.

“I truly enjoy working with these knowledgeable experts 
and their passion to see each farm succeed.

“You need to be learning all the time,” he said. 
“The more I learn, the less that I know. You can’t be set in 

your ways. You sometimes have to roll with things.”
Dallas direct markets his cattle to area meat processors 

to maintain a consistent cash flow to the family farm. 
The family regularly removes manure to keep the feedlot 

cattle comfortable and helps with fly control. 
The manure is stored off site and the nutrient-rich mate-

rial is later applied to the farm fields as fertilizer.
Each little step in the beef production process ensures 

that a quality product is delivered to the public.
For the Knoblochs, farming is all in a day’s work for the 

family.
“It’s what we do,” Amy said.

Tracy Nelson Maurer, who has written more than 130 nonfic-
tion and fiction books for children and young adults, will be at 
the Rock County Fair next week to 
read and entertain from some of her 
most popular books.

Maurer’s books have been 
named Junior Library Guild selec-
tions and “Best STEM Books” by the 
National Science Teaching Associa-
tion.

Maurer will be at the Rock 
County Fair Thursday, July 29, to 
read and share stories-behind-the 
story with fun, interactive sessions for all ages, especially kids 
6-12.

Her appearance is part of the Rock County Fair’s Library Day 

on Thursday. At 11:30 she’ll feature “John Deere, That’s Who!”
At 1 p.m. the book is “Samuel Morse, That’s Who!”

At 4 p.m. “Lady Bird Johnson, That’s Who!” 
will be the featured book. 

Maurer holds a master’s degree from Ham-
line University in writing for children and young 
adults. She lives with her family near Minneapo-
lis, and they enjoy visiting her husband’s family 
in Larchwood, Iowa. 

Minnesota author Doug Ohman will also 
be at the fair. His readings will be Friday with 

“County Fair, A Minnesota Tradition” at 1 p.m., 
“Memories of the Brave — Medal of Honor” at 3 

p.m. and “Heart of the Farms Barns of Minnesota at 5 p.m.
See the Rock County Ag Society website, rockcountyfair.org 

for details.

‘John Deere, That’s Who’ and other Maurer books featured at fair

Author Tracy Nelson Mau-
rer will be at the Rock 
County Fair July 29.

Knoblochs are Rock County 2021 Farm Family of the Year/continued from page 1B
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By Jason Berghorst
“Their whole racing careers are less 

than a full season.” 
That’s how Zach Johnson, owner 

of Swifty Swine Productions, describes 
the stars of his company’s touring 
shows. 

Swifty Swine Racing Pigs will make 
their debut at this year’s Rock County 
Fair July 28-31 in Luverne. 

“This is our first time in Luverne, 
and we’re really looking forward to it,” 
Johnson said. “It’s a great show that 
people will enjoy. 

Johnson said his shows began 24 
years ago in Missouri, and there are 
now three different shows that travel 
the country eleven months a year per-
forming at fairs and festivals. 

The young pigs, with names such 
as Kevin Bacon, Justin Beboar and 
Elvis Pigsley, race around a 150-foot 
oval track. 

“The little porkers pound the turf 
at a blazing 15 mph — all for an Oreo 
cookie,” according to the company 
website. 

Johnson said each pig’s racing 
career lasts about three months (while 
they’re young and agile). 

“Then they eat themselves out of a 
job,” he said. “We have some potbelly 
pigs that stay small enough to race for 
a few years, but the market pigs are 
donated to local FFA and 4-H groups 
when they are done racing.”

Each show lasts about 15-20 
minutes, “depending how bad they 
want the cookie and how fast they run,” 
Johnson said. 

Show times at the Rock County 
Fair are 7 p.m. Wednesday and 11 a.m., 
1 p.m., 3 p.m., 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday at the south 
end of the midway. 

According to Johnson, Swifty, the 
swimming pig, is the star of the half-
time show. 

“He plunges into the tank in an ef-
fort to break the current world record,” 
according to the website. 

“Swifty has made some TikTok vid-

eos with 10 million views,” Johnson said. 
Johnson’s wife is originally from Min-

nesota, and the show travels to fairs across 
the state, as well as locations as far as San 
Diego, Chicago and New York state.

According to Bob Remme, treasurer of 
the Rock County Ag Society, the pig races 
are just one of a number of new entertain-
ment options added to this year’s fair. 

“We’re always trying to bring in some-
thing unique, something different,” he 
said. 

Remme, who has booked many of the 
new entertainment options, said the goal 
is to provide free options for young and 
old to enjoy.

A “Wheels of Agriculture” traveling 
game show and Wizard of Oz and Paul 

Bunyan shows are just some examples. 
“We try to offer family-oriented en-

tertainment that people will enjoy while 
they’re at the fair,” Remme said. “We think 
the racing pigs show should definitely be a 
lot of fun for people to watch.”

Johnson agrees. 
“It’s just a squealing good time,” he said 

of his show.

These little piggies will go racing

Show times at the 
Rock County Fair are 

7 p.m. Wednesday and 
11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m.,

5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday at the 
south end of the midway 

Swifty Swine Racing Pigs will make their debut at the Rock County Fair

“The little porkers 
pound the turf at a 

blazing 15 mph — all 
for an Oreo cookie.”

Zach Johnson, owner of 
Swifty Swine Productions, 
will bring his racing (and 
swimming) pigs to this year’s 
Rock County Fair July 28-31 
in Luverne. “This is our first 
time in Luverne, and we’re 
really looking forward to it,” 
Johnson said. “It’s a great 
show that people will enjoy. “
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