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Pandemic
prompts
new twist on

old favorite

Chamber plans
socially distanced
58" Hot Dog ‘Week’

By Lori Sorenson

The Luverne Area Chamber and
local leaders are finding ways to
continue summer celebrations amid
pandemic precautions.

Luverne will observe its iconic
Hot Dog Night July 13 through 18
with social distancing modifications.

For example, people are encour-
agedtoorderhotdogmealsfromlocal
restaurants during the week as a way
to win gift cards to the participating
restaurants.

They include Bluestem Catering,
Howling Dog Saloon, JJ’s Tasty Drive
In, Sterling’s Café and Grill, Vinnie’s
Dang Fine Dine and Wildflowers
Coffee Boutique.

The more hot dogs, the more
chances to win $10 gift cards.

Chamber Director Jane Wildung
Lanphere said she couldn’t remem-
ber a summer without the event and
felt compelled to keep the tradition
going in some small way.

“Hot Dog Night is Hot Dog Night.
I have had probably between 50 and
60 calls at the Chamber over the last
week and a halfto find outif we were
havingit,” she said. “Most of the calls
(80 to 90 percent) were from out of
town.”

So, sheand agroup of organizers
worked out a plan.

The Wiener Dog Races are can-
celed, but the Wiener Dog Beauty
Contest s still on — virtually. People
are encouraged to dressup their dogs
and message photos onJuly 15 to the
Luverne Chamber through its Face-
bookpage. Winners, tobeannounced
July 16, will receive $50 gift cards to
Rock Veterinary Clinic.

Similarly, hot dogs will be con-
sumed virtually. Individuals or
families are encouraged to send
photographs of themselves eating
hot dogs to the Chamber on July 16
for chances to win one of four $50
picnic grill packs. Winners will be
announced July 17.

Hot Dog Week/see page 12

July 4 activities at The Lake included plenty of beach recreation, food vendors, free use of kayaks and general water games. Chamber Director Jane
Wildung Lanphere said there was a deliberate effort to not plan too many attractions at The Lake in order to encourage social distancing.

Luverne celebrates modified Fourth of July

Photos and text by Lori Sorenson

Despite pandemic social restrictions,
the Fourth of July in Luverne was a festive
holiday amid sunny weather and casual
community activities.

In addition to the usual Davis Lake
Triathlon and fireworks at The Lake, the
day included a Freedom Loop Challenge
and free golf cart rides on the Luverne
Looptrailand an evening outdoor concert
on the lawn of the Courthouse Square.

Luverne Area Chamber DirectorJane
Wildung Lanphere said she was pleased
with how the holiday unfolded.

“I heard very good comments about

the day at The Lake and thank everyone
who worked on it to make it a success,’
she said.

She credited Dave Duffy and the fam-
ilyand friends of Mike and Traci Davis for
activitiesatThe Lake, whichincluded food
vendors, free use of kayaks and general
water games.

“I'made a pact with the city that if we
could have fireworks I wouldn'’t plan or
hostanythingatTheLake,’ Lanpheresaid.

“Thesocial distancing stuffwas a chal-
lenge to think of things.”

Luverne Fourth of July/see page 6

District pushes contractors to have
classrooms ready by Sept. 8 school start

By Mavis Fodness

With two months left before
the 2020-21 school year begins, a
deadline looms for Gil Haugan Con-
struction, Sioux Falls, and project
subcontractors.

Luverne School Board members
discussed the construction timeline
during their June 25 meeting and
afterward toured the campus to as-
sess progress.

“They have known for along time

— our calendar has been in place for
two years — Sept. 8 is our start date,’
said Superintendent Craig Oftedahl.
“We have not hit many deadlines yet.

With no arrangements made to
bring in portable classrooms, the
actual classroomsin Luverne Middle-
High School will need to be finished
and ready for students in 60 days.

As of July 1, no classrooms are
ready for the sixth- through eighth-
grade students and only eight are
available for the ninth- through
12th-graders.

Project manager Joel Bornhoft
with ICS Builds of Sioux Falls pro-
vided a new timeline at the June 25

School construction/see page 3

Mavis Fodness photo/0709 School Build July 2020
Nathan Meyer with Push-Pedal-Pull of Sioux Falls rolls down the new
Cardinal emblem last week in the recently completed weight room in
the former Luverne Middle-High School band and choir rooms.

(Carson Ehde photo)

Above, dozens of people took advantage of free golf cart rides along the Luverne Loop Trail which took them around the Veterans Home pond.
Above right, fireworks at the lake were displayed above ground so people could view them from socially distanced vantage points.

Application process
open for CARES funding

By Mavis Fodness

Applications for the distribution
of $500,000 to Rock County busi-
nesses are now available.

Commissioners approved the
Rock County Small Business Relief
Fund application process Tuesday
morning during their regular month-
ly meeting. The first 100 eligible busi-
nesses completing the application
can each receive up to $5,000.

A similar application for Rock
Countynon-profitorganizations will
also be available electronically on
the county’s website. Paper applica-
tion forms are available just inside
the courthouse back entrance or by
calling the auditor-treasurer’s office
at 283-5060 or email ashley.kurtz@
co.rock.mn.us.

To be eligible, businesses must
meet all the following criteria as of
March 1:

emust be a locally owned and
operated for-profit business with
a physical establishment in Rock
County.

emust have been operating for at
least12monthspriorto March 1,2020.

emust be current on property
taxes prior to March 15, 2020, and,

if applicable, any required licenses
must be valid and in good standing.

emust demonstrate a COVID-
19-related loss.

Applicationswillbe processed on
a first-come, first-served basis.

Non-profit organizations will
also be processed on a first-come,
first-served basis. A separate fund
up to $175,000 has been set aside for
Rock County non-profit organiza-
tionstoreceiverelieffrom COVID-19
expenditures.

Applications from businesses
and non-profitswill be accepted until
noon on Aug. 15.

Allapproved applicants mustsign
a grant agreement with the county
prior to receiving the grant money.
Checks in the amount of more than
$2,000 are published with the com-
missioners’ required public notices.

Tuesday night, after the Star
Herald publication deadline, com-
missioners met with municipal and
township entities that all received
separate CARES or Coronavirus Aid,
Relief and Economic Assistance
dollars.

Each entity was to decide how
their dollars would be allocated.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Township boards

Beaver Creek Township Board will meet at 7:30
p-m. Monday, July 13, in the township hall.

Battle Plain Township Board will meet at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, July 14, in the home of Aaron Sandbulte.

Blue Mound Fall Festival canceled

Blue Mound Lutheran Church Fall Festival that
was scheduled for Sept. 20 has been canceled due to
coronavirus concerns.

Sanford drive-through treats

Sanford clinics in Luverne, Adrian, and Edgerton
willhost drive-through events to thank the communities
for their support.

The drive-through events will take place at the
following times.

«Sanford Luverne Clinic: Monday, July 13, 11 a.m.
to1lp.m.

eSanford Health Adrian Clinic: Tuesday, July 14,
12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

«Sanford Health Edgerton Clinic: Wednesday, July
15,11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Free summer treats will be available while supplies
last. Attendees will be asked to remain inside their
vehicles.

Free tax filing help at the library

Free tax help at the library resumes for new July
15 IRS filing deadline that was delayed due to the
coronavirus pandemic.

Volunteers will again take appointments to help
area low-income and elderly residents with personal
(non-commercial) filing paperwork. Call the Rock
County Library, 507-449-5040, to schedule.

Food distribution canceled for July 16

and Aug. 20 due to low participation

Monthly food giveaways at Generations on July
16 and Aug. 20 are canceled due to low numbers of
recipients. Call 507-283-4366 or 402-981-5019 with
questions.

Community Education

The Community Education phone number is 507-
283-4724. The office is closed on Fridays. The updated
summer brochure has been posted to the Community
Education page of the Luverne Schools website.

Registrations will be accepted with payment by
mail or by drop box. Use the waiver/registration form
found on page 5 of the brochure.d

We will follow state and public health Covid-19
guidelines, which could change at any time. Continue
to watch Facebook and website pages daily for any
updates.

Classes that will be offered include: Preschool
Play Dates in the Park, Early Play Ball, July Soccer,
August Soccer, Cliff Line Climbing, Science Day Camp,
Coffey Contemporary Story Writing Illustrating, Coffey
Contemporary Cool Off & Paint, Arts and Crafts, Track,
Basketball Skills, Volleyball Skills, Golf, Tennis, Weight
Lifting (new class), Sanford Power Camp, Football.

These classes are canceled: Morning Rec, Missoula
Children’s Theatre, Olympic Day Camp, Garden Tour,

Twins Trip and Music Man Trip.

By Mavis Fodness

Road improvements of
more than $3 million are
scheduledin Rock Countyand
its small cities this summer.

Commissionersapproved
the lower of two bids, $2.049
million, submitted by Du-
ininckInc. of Prinsburgat their
June 16 meeting.

The bituminous mill/
overlayand concrete curband
gutterrepairswill take placein
Hills, Steen, Magnolia, Beaver
Creek and Hardwick.

CountyRoad4inLuverne
from U.S. Highway 75 east to
Blue Mound Avenue will re-

ceive sidewalk and curb and
gutter repairs.

While no timeline has
been determined, Oct. 1 is
theexpected completiondate.

Commissioners also ap-
proved amastic process tofill
cracks on almost 24 miles of
bituminous surfaces.

Northwest Asphalt &
Maintenance of Thief River
Falls submitted the lowest of
five bids. The bid of $229,480
is almost a third of the engi-
neer’s estimate of $605,720.

Reduced oil prices and a
competitivebid processled to
thelower-than-expectedbids,

-Men, Women & Children's Health
- Custom Orthotics - Kinesiotape - Athletic
; Care- MassageTherapy - Work & Auto
DR. MICHAEL SMITH
WWW.ROCKCOUNTYCHIROPRACTIC.COM
283-25601 @ 103 E. MAIN, LUVERNE
Insurance Monday 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. « Tuesday 7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m..
Accepted Wednesday 7:30

Lori Sorenson photo/0709 springbrooke development
Housing construction continues in the Springbrooke Addition of Beaver Creek near the golf course. Nine homes were built at
the start of the golf course development, and since Rick Gourley bought the project, three new homes are under construc-
tion and several other lots have been sold, spurred in part by a five-year housing tax abatement through the city and county.
Springbrooke Events can be seen in the back, right, of this photo, which was taken Wednesday, July 1, facing east.

Springbrooke adapts, reopens in Beaver Creek

By Lori Sorenson

Springbrooke Events
is meeting state reopening
standards with its spacious
indoor areas and plenty of
outdoor seating options that
meet new social distancing
requirements.

Owner Rick Gourley wel-
comes reopening after weeks
of being closed during the
pandemic.

“We're happywe can bein
business as opposed to being
dark,” he said. “It’s been frus-
trating to do business under
the pandemic restrictions.”

The west side reception
hall seats 340, the east side
occupancy is 110, and the
downstairs capacity is 100.

Gourley said a Father’s
Day brunch served as an op-
portunity to showcase prog-
ress at the facility.

With the main-floor event
center completed, work has
turned to lower level ameni-
ties and the golf course itself.

Gourley said the lower
level bar and grill are in place
with a “more abbreviated”
kitchen than the upstairs
commercial facility in the
events area.

“We’ll have more basic
foodsdownstairswith outdoor
grills and appliances,” he said,
mentioning a large smoker.

Theproshop and outdoor
patio areas are nearly com-
plete (the golf cart parking

which may mean more crack
filling/leveling on county
roads, according to County
Engineer Mark Sehr.

“There is not a lot of work
out there,” he said. “I will see
how itis going — we may add
more.”

Roadways identified for
the crack filling/leveling pro-
cessinclude portions of Coun-
ty Road 7 from Hardwick west
to the South Dakota border,
County Road 6 from County
Road 20southtoBeaver Creek,
and County Road 4 between
Beaver Creek and Luverne.

Almost two miles of new
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areadoubles as a stage for live
music), along with men’s and
women'’s changing rooms.

However, the golf course
itself isn’t opening this sum-
mer as early as planned.

Golf course delayed by ir-
rigation system damage

“We’rehopingand praying
theirrigation systemisup and
running soon,” Gourley said.

He said workers have
discovered dozens of irriga-
tion heads were broken, likely
fromheavyequipmentdriving
on them when the property
was hayed.

Crews are working to re-
pairthem, ratherthanreplace
them. “Thereare300headsout
there at $300 each,” Gourley
said. “So, we're fixing them.
It’s a big commitment to get
the golf course open.”

Also, he said it’s possible
that the irrigation lines may
also be damaged by freezing
water.

“We heard from a number
of people that the irrigation
lines had been blown out,”
Gourley said.

“But we had flooding in
recent years, and water can
sit on top and get back into
the pipes.”

So the nine-hole golf
course remains the final hur-
dle for Springbrooke’s lineup
of recreational offerings.

“We're excited about the

bituminous overlay will be
split among the county’s
small cities, with some cities
receiving additional roadway
improvements.

Magnolia will receive the
mostextensiveimprovements
tothesixblocksthatcomprise
County Road 27 through the
city.
One block of Broadway
Street, which connects to
County Road 4, will receive
the most improvements.

Engineers plan to narrow
the existingblock of Broadway
Street, adding green space be-
tween the new sidewalks and

golf course,” Gourley said.

“It’s a daunting challenge
to create a nice green. [ don’t
think the average person
understands what it takes to
geta green in the condition it
needs to be in for golf”

He said he especially
looks forward tothe daywhen
high school golf teams can
use itfor competitive seasons.

“Itwilldomyheartgoodto
havethe H-BCkidscomehere
to golf) Gourley said.

“When you can get out in
the summer in nice weather,
I think it’s something anyone
can enjoy.’

More than golf

The existing course was
builtbelowand ontop ofaroll-
inghill, but Gourley’s remake
of the 89 acres of property
puts the greens and fairways
down below.

This allowed 12 acres on
top of the hill where 32 lots
were platted for development.

Gourley envisions either
commercial or retail build-
ings in that area or multiple
housing options, which he
has completed in Sioux Falls.

Nine homes were built at
the start of the golf course de-
velopment, and since Gourley
bought the project, three new
homesareunderconstruction
and several other lots have
been sold and are in phases
of design and development.

new curb and gutter. Road-
work includes regrading and
a new aggregate base. When
finished, instead of diagonal
parking, vehicles must paral-
lel park on the street.

Beaver Creek will also
receive a new bituminous
surface on County Road 25, a
seven-block project through
the city. Sidewalk and curb
and gutter repairs will also
be made.

In Hardwick the four
blocks of County Road 28 will
receive a new bituminous
surface along with curb and
gutter repairs.

A housing tax abatement
through Rock County and the
city of Beaver Creek has also
spurred recent construction
in the new addition. The pro-
gram, offered through 2024,
offers a five-year abatement
of property taxes on newly
constructed houses.

Gourley said he’s still
planning a future RV park
north of the golf course with
access from County Road 4.

Background
The venue originally
opened in 2001 as the Beaver
Creek Golf Course, Drivers
Restaurant and Beaver Lodge
Event Center. It operated until
the housing crisis of 2007-08,
when the home sales that
were reducing the business’s
mortgage payments stopped.
The business remained
closed until 2018, when it was
purchased by Gourley Proper-
ties of Sioux Falls and named
for the small brook that winds
itswaythroughthegolfcourse.
Since opening last fall,
Springbrooke enjoyed steady
business and community
support, with weddings and
events planned well into the
summer. But the pandemic
forced those events to cancel,
and Gourleynowsaid he’sglad
to see customers again.
Details can be found at
springbrookeeventsandgolf.
com or 855-386-1275.

Rock County plans $3 million in county road projects this summer

County Road 23, a six-
block roadway in Hills, will
receive a new bituminous
surface. County Road 24 in
Steen will also be resurfaced.

Commissionersapproved
abidfrom AAA Striping Service
of St. Michael to repaint strip-
ing on county roads 4, 6 and 7
this summer for $60,121.

Earlierthisyear, theboard
authorized an additional
$100,000 for gravel to repair
and improve gravel county
roads where needed.

Later this fall four box
culvertswillbe atan estimated
cost of $600,000.
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Middle school classrooms on the first floor of the north wing are in the finishing stages. A six-
classroom addition was completed on the east side of the north wing to allow each middle school
grade level to have a common gathering space and work study areas outside the classrooms.
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Mavis Fodness photo/0709 School Build July 2020
Red accents are prevalent on the equipment in the new LHS weight room (in the photo at left) along with the cardinal school mascot. At right, Gil Haugan Construction workers lay brick for
the new elevator shaft (far left) and weld structural steel framing together (far right) for the new commons-performing arts center between the Luverne elementary and middle-high schools.

School construction/continued from page 1

meeting.

Heanticipatesthemiddle
school classrooms on both
floors of the north wing will
be ready for use in September
along with a portion of the
high school classroomsin the
south wing.

However, some class-
room areas won't be finished
until a month after school
begins.

“We are pushing hard for
them to get all of it done and
ready,” Bornhoft said.

Some remodeled areas
ready for use now

Currently only the west
second-floor wing is ready
for high school student oc-

The former second floor media center (at left) has been remodeled into a middle school grade level pod with the classrooms (one
pictured above) almost finished. Walls are going up in the second floor of the south wing for the new high school classrooms.

Farm Service Agency reminds
producers of acreage reporting deadlines

Agricultural producers
who have not yet completed
their crop acreagereports after
spring planting should make
an appointment with their lo-
cal Farm Service Agency (FSA)
office before the applicable
deadline.

July15isamajordeadline
for most crops, but acreage
reporting deadlines vary by
county and by crop. Contact
your FSA county office for
acreage reporting deadlines
thatare specifictoyour county.

“The first step to become
eligible for many USDA pro-
grams is to file an accurate
crop acreage report,” said
FSA Administrator Richard
Fordyce. “To file your acreage
report, call your local FSA of-
fice to make an appointment.

Your local staff is standing by
to help you”

Duetothepandemic, FSA
has implemented acreage
reporting flexibilities. FSA
can work with producers to
file timely acreage reports by
phone, email, online tools
and virtual meetings. Some
FSA offices are open for in-
person appointments, but
you must call first to make an
appointment.

County offices can pro-
vide producers with maps
along with instructions for
completing and returning
the maps through either mail,
email or through commer-
ciallyavailablefreeand secure
online tools such as Box for
file sharing and OneSpan for
eSignature solutions. After

OPEN HOUSEOUTDOOR *- {/
BRIDAL SHOWER + .\

Ann it
Husfeldt —#
Bride-to-be of T i
Lucas Sandager g
Sunday, July 19

3:30-6:00pm

288 20th Avenue, Hills 4

The couple is registered at
Target, Amazon, and Bed, Bath & Beyond K

planting is complete, produc-
ers should return completed
maps and the acreage report-
ing sheet by the applicable
deadline.

After completed mapsand
all acreage reporting informa-
tionisreceived, FSA will make
software updates and send
producers the completed Re-
portofAcreage form (FSA-578)
tosign. Producers mustreturn
thesigned form certifying their
acreagereporttothe FSA office
through mail, email or the Box
and OneSpan tools by the ap-
plicable deadline.

The following exception
applies to acreage reporting
dates:

oIf the crop has not been

Acreage reports/see page 12
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With Love... Nathan, Connor & Zachary

Our Grandparents are
CELEBRATING

Dave & Cloyce
Smith
JULY 11

405 S. Fairview Drive
Luverne, MN 56156

B e rz-\;\T

% Open House ’ y\

| Bridal Shower

honoring

Meane VinMeeree
Bride to be of Nic Johnson
Saturday, July 18
9-llam ot the
American
1 Reformed Charch |
R Lwverne,MN -

Registered at MYREGISTRY.COM | Search for Melanie VanMeeteren

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,
construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in
the home were also exposed.

Call 1-866-795-3684 or email
cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit.

CELEBRATION )
Anew sovially-distanced twist on an old favenite!
ENJOY THE “DOGS”...July 13—18

. Enjoy hot dog meals for your chance to win $10 dining gift cards!
. For each hot dog you order—you can enter a drawing for dining gift cards!
. 35—$10 gift cards will be given away from each restaurants! Winners notified!

. BLUESTEM CATERING—HOWLING DOG SALOON—JJ’S TASTY DRIVE IN
PIZZA RANCH—STERLING’S CAFE & GRILLE—
VINNIE’S DANG FINE DINE—WILDFLOWERS COFFEE BOUTIQUE

LOVE YOUR DOG BEAUTY PAGEANT...July 13-15

. “Dress up your dog” and snap a photo

. Message photo July 15 ton Luverne Area Chamber
. Win one of 4—$50 gift cards to Rock Vet Clinic

. Winners will be announced July 16th

LuVerne CRUISE NIGHT

FRIDAY — JULY )3, 2020
ALL TYPES OF CLASSIC VENICLES
e — W N =i\

>

“They have known for a
long time — our
calendar has been in
place for two years —
Sept. 8 is our start date.
We have not hit many
deadlines yet.

— Superintendent
Craig Oftedahl

cupancy.

The eight classrooms
were completed last Septem-
ber along with the new band
and choir suites in the former
school auditorium.

Finished this summer
were district offices on thefirst
floor ofthewestwingand new
spaces for the middle-high
school counselor, activities of-
fice, staff lounge and middle-
high school offices.

School board members
met in the new boardroom,
which is twice the size of the
original boardroom in 1965.

The larger boardroom
allowed more social distanc-
ing between board members
and will include some new
amenities.

“T think it’s nice,” said
board chair Jodi Bosch. “It'll
be even better when we get
(new) furniture and are able
tousethemicrophone system.

There’s also much more room
for visitors.

Included in the tour were
the newly completed weight
room and physical education
classroom constructed in the
former band and choir room
locations.

Crane movement
symbolizes PAC progress

Workers are assembling
structural steel framing for
the new commons and per-
forming arts center between
the existing elementary and
middle-high school buildings.

A crane lifts the precast
concrete floor and roof deck-
ing into place.

Bornhoft said new con-
struction progresses south to
north using the crane.

“Thefurtherthe crane goes
north, the more they are get-
ting done,” he said.

Directly east of the new
commons and performing
arts center is the new middle
school-high school kitchen
thatisscheduled tobefinished
late this year.

The commons area is slat-
ed for completionin February
2021 followed by the perform-
ingarts center in April 2021 to
wrap up the new construction
projects.

Voters approved a $23
millionlevyin2018. So far, the
district has spent $15 million.

‘DogWeek

HOT DOG EATING CONTEST...July 16

. Snap a photo of you and/or your family eating hot dogs
. Message photo July 16 to
. Win one of 4—$50 picnic grill packs

. Winners will be announced July 17th

Luverne Area Chamber

HOT-DIGGITY-DOG CHALLENGE...July 16
3:30 to 7:30 pm...Luverne City Park

. Fun for youth through age 12!

. Complete on your own and socially distanced!

. Simple 15 step challenge course

. Complete the course to receive a ribbon and FREE SNOW CONE!

JULY

Everyone Welcome! 6 pm to 8 pm
ENTOY RIDING...0R ENTOY WATCHING!
LIVE Music AT TAKE )b BrewiNs Co.

7
YRR
CHAMPIONSHIPS

4 PERSON RELAY - 6PM STAR

Start - Team Eating Challenge

FirstLeg: 0.8 Mile Run, Eating Challenge,
1.2 Mile Run, 500 Meter Kayak
(Kapaks Provided)

Second Leg: Eating Challenge, 2.4 Mile Run

Third Leg:  Eating Challenge, 6 Mile Bike

Fourth Leg: 0.2 Mile Run, Eating Challenge,
1.6 Mile Run

Team Eating Challenge - Finish

Al cating challenges are singleserving portions.

10117 1 33 1 55 MILE
BIKE TOUR/RACE

7am start for 55 mile.
8

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: LUVERNE AREA CHAMBER—507.283.4061—WWW.LUVERNECHAMBER.COM
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How much wood would

a woodchuck chuck?
(If a woodchuck could chuck wood?)

THE NORTHVIEW

“Yep. It's a woodchuck”

By Brenda Winter,
contributing columnist

I made the declaration with confidence after spending half
an hour studying a compelling article titled, “Woodchucks and

their droppings.”

The little fella startled me for the first time last week when
he emerged from under a wide-leafed plant in my garden.

I greeted his fat little nose and big brown eyes with a lump
of dirt followed by a bucket of water. He took no offense and
returned the next day to sit on the deck with the cat.

For weeks I'd noticed odd signs in my garden, beginning
with the droppings. We don’t have a dog, but the yard sug-

gested we might.

My perennials were under siege. The lilies and phlox had
been decapitated. “Where are the tops of my plants?” I blamed
deer but didn’t see any deer tracks.

Because I am a bit of an environmentalist wacko, I keep a
kitchen scrap compost pile and use the material to amend my

garden soil.

While investigating the habits of woodchucks, I learned
they are especially fond of watermelon rinds. My tossing
watermelon rinds onto the compost pile was the equivalent of

putting out woodchuck bait.
So I stopped.

Then I read this, “Mostly herbivorous, woodchucks eat pri-
marily wild grasses and other vegetation, including berries and
agricultural crops, when available.”

Berries? My raspberry bushes are absolutely loaded with

plump, red berries.

When my rodent garden companion learns the rinds are
gone from the compost pile, he can simply waddle over to the
raspberry patch and eat to his heart’s content.

So I've hatched a plan. It involves a live trap and possibly a

cookbook.

At first I wasn’t sure if I should name the woodchuck, but

now I think I will.
I'm calling him “Stu.”

Moving ahead differently

Changes in annual celebrations are just the first way we can forge a new
normal in this pandemic — help to the business economy is next

We want to recognize our com-
munity activity organizers who are
creatively moving forward dur-
ing this coronavirus pandemic by
continuing our annual summer
celebrations with interesting social
distancing twists.

Athumbsuptothe Luverne Area
Chamber for their recent activities
and the Helping Build Communities
Stronger, who are organizing this
Saturday’s fireworks display in Hills.

This past weekend the Luverne
Area Chamber and other organizers
found acceptable social distancing
activities to celebrate July 4.

Now the Chamber is organizing
HotDogNite (see the newsstoryand
ad) with shared images of hot dog
eatingand wiener dogbeauty contest.

An advantage of social distanc-
ing is that more family members are
doing activities together. Scientists
warn that bringing people together
in large groups leads to spikes in
virus diagnoses.

Weneed to continuelisteningto
health officials and continue mea-
sures that keep everyone safe and
healthy in our communities.

One area that hasn’t been
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healthyinrecentmonthsis our Main
Street businesses and restaurants.

The Star Herald is giving another
thumbs up to the government lead-
ers who recognize that the federal
CARES dollars need to get out to
our business owners quickly and
efficiently.

On Tuesday commissioners ap-
proved a grant application process
to disburse $500,000 to businesses
in Rock County.

The simple application is avail-
able online and requires people to
honestly indicate that COVID-19
has adversely affected their income.

Within days of applying, the
county will write $5,000 checks and
the money will be in the hands of
those who can use an economic
boost.

Tuesday night, commissioners
met with municipal and township
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leaders encouraging them to dis-
burse CARES funds just as quickly.

While the CARES money will
help to abate income losses, our
businesses will also need to keep up
innovative ways to engage the public
to keep their businesses going.

Turning the dial slowly to allow
more activities in our communities
is the right way to handle the health
and safety by keeping all residents
in mind.

While the process may not be
as fast as some would like, moving
forward with caution will prevent
surges in the virus and keep from
dialing back because we moved
forward too quickly.

Let’s continue to manage pan-
demic restrictions while participat-
ing in the normal — but revised

— summer activities, eating out and
purchasing locally.
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Radisewitz appreciates Luverne’s support amid pandemic

To the Editor:

These are unusual times. We
are learning new ways to deal with
life when it throws a curve ball.

I remember listening to my
grandparents tell of the Dirty
Thirties, the polio epidemic, the
difficulties of too wet, too dry, or
storms that damage homes and
fields. Those were just stories; now
here I am experiencing obstacles
that will alter the future I had
planned.

There are many ways we can
deal with these difficulties, but
facing it with gratitude is a secret
I have learned along the way. So 1

just want to say “Thank You.” Thank
you to my community for the con-
tinued support for Luverne’s small
businesses.

Yes, it is hard to deal with
change. Navigating a path that
wasn’t needed before this pandem-
ic now has become our new
normal.

It’s proven that when we are
out of our comfort zones, we grow
stronger.

We grow stronger together ...
we are not alone. It’s comforting
and part of the reason I love calling
this community home.

I am grateful to the people

who come to my drive-thru with a
smile, even after waiting for several
minutes to get their coffee or spe-
cialty, for the quick stories or jokes
to brighten my day, for those who

“pay it forward” and surprise the
next person in line, for the gener-
osity of extravagant tips that let us
know we are appreciated.

For our chamber, city and
county officials and other groups
and individuals who seek out
creative ways to be progressive
and show continued support, I am
grateful.

Leah Radisewitz
The Bean

Campaign signs not permitted on state highway right of way

As political campaigns get
underway for November elections,
the Minnesota Department of
Transportation reminds cam-
paigners that state law prohibits
placement of private signs on
highway right of way in Minne-
sota.

In addition, state law says
that signs may not be placed on
private land without the consent
of the landowner.

Violation of the law, Min-
nesota Statute 160.27, is a misde-
meanor. Civil penalties may also
apply if the placement of such
material contributes to a motor
vehicle crash, creates injury to a

person, or causes damage to a
motor vehicle that runs off the
road.

In addition, the Minnesota
Outdoor Advertising Control Act
prohibits placing advertising
devices on public utility poles,
trees and shrubs and prohibits
painting or drawing on rocks or
natural features.

MnDOT workers will take
down private signs located on
the state highway right of way
and transport them to the near-
est MnDOT truck station where
they will be available for retrieval.

County, city and township
employees administer these laws

on their roads.

For information regarding the
proper placement of campaign
signs, right-of-way boundaries, or
where to find removed materials,
visit mndot.gov or contact the local
MnDOT office at 507-304-6100.

See also www.mndot.gov/gov-
rel/rw_signs.html.

When placing signs, the best
way to avoid an emergency or
unintentionally striking an under-
ground facility is to call 811 before
digging, according to the Minne-
sota Department of Public Safety.

Go to the GSOC website and
request that underground utilities
be marked near the area of digging.

By Sgt. Troy Christianson,
Minnesota State Patrol

Question: I have heard
speeding over 100 mph has
increased. What is the State
Patrol doing about this prob-
lem?

Answer: The Minne-
sota State Patrol, along with
law enforcement agencies
across the state, is currently
conducting enhanced speed

through July 19.
The extra enforcement

as well as aggressive driving.
From April 1-May 21, the
Minnesota State Patrol pulled
over 232 drivers traveling
more than 100 mph.
That’s compared with 93
drivers during the same time

increase. Of the 232 driv-
ers, 179 were 30 years old or
younger.

Overall fatal crashes and
fatalities from March 16-May
31 increased over last year
despite reduced traffic. While
a crash can have more than

was the most frequently cited
factor.

speed has already contrib-
uted to 36 motorists dying

enforcement on the roadways

will target speeding violations

period last year, a 149-percent

one contributing factor, speed

Preliminary reports show

Ask A Trooper: Speed Kills

on Minnesota roads in 2020,
compared with 27 at this time
last year.

Speeding is not an in-
nocent crime - it puts every
motorist on the road at risk:

egreater potential for loss
of vehicle control.

eincreased stopping dis-
tance.

eless time available for
driver response for crash
avoidance.

eincreased crash severity -
the faster the speed, the more
violent the crash.

Remember that fines
double when traveling 20 or
more mph over the limit, and
if you are traveling in excess
of 100 mph, you can lose your
license for up to six months.

You can avoid a ticket -
and a crash - if you simply
buckle up, drive at safe speeds,
pay attention and always drive
sober.

Help us drive Minnesota
Toward Zero Deaths.

If you have any questions
concerning traffic-related laws
or issues in Minnesota, send
your questions to Sgt. Troy
Christianson - Minnesota
State Patrol at 2900 48" Street
NW, Rochester MN 55901-
5848. (Or reach him at Troy.
Christianson@state.mn.us)
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ON THE RECORD

Dispatch report

June 26

e«Complainant on S. Sec-
ond Street, Beaver Creek,
reported a stolen car.

eComplainant on County
Road 6, Hills, reported pos-
sible abandoned vehicle.

«Complainant on W. Hat-
ting Street reported an active
warrant.

eSubject was reported at
location on N. Spring Street
with an active warrant.

«Complainant requested
to speak with deputy.

eComplainantreportedan
identity theft.

e«Deputy reported door
was left open on S. Summit
Avenue, Hills.

June 27

eReport of abandoned ve-
hicle on E. Sixth Street, Beaver
Creek.

«Complainant on County
Road 4, Luverne, reported an
abandoned car.

«Complainant on S. Wal-
nut and Gabrielson Road
reportedlockedkeysinvehicle.

«Complainanton Edgehill
Street requested deputy for
some children causing issue.

eComplainant on E. War-
ren Street reported threats by
neighbor.

eDeputy on 1st Street, Jas-
per, requested to advise OFP
to be served.

eDeputy on S. Kniss Av-
enue reported a pedestrian
walking up to his squad.

eComplainant on S. Kniss
Avenue requested a deputy.

eReport of pedestrian
walling up to deputy on Ga-
brielson and Donaldson.

June 28

eTrooper noted a suspi-
ciousvanonwestside of Super
8, Luverne.

«Complainant on 190th
Avenue, Magnolia, reported
erratic driving.

«Complainantwestbound
on Interstate 90, mile marker
11, Luverne, reported avehicle
for driving conduct.

eAssistance from other
department was conducted.

eComplainantonN. Estey
Street, Luverne, reported a hit
and run accident.

June 29

eTransient and warrant
transfer was conducted on
U.S. Highway 75 and 11th
Street, Steen.

eComplainant eastbound
on Interstate 90, at the Beaver

Popkes propane tanks in place south of 1-90

By Lori Sorenson

Popkes Car Care, Rock
Rapids, Iowa, will store and
distribute liquid propane on
a small piece of ground near
the car wash and Bomgaars
building south of I-90.

Luverne City Council
members approved a con-
ditional use permit for Greg
Popkes to build four commer-
cial bulk tanks for retail dis-
tribution of liquid petroleum.

Inhisapplication, Popkes
detailed plans for concrete
casings to keep the bottoms
of the bulk tanks at least 12
inches above the flood plain
for that area.

The city agreed vacate the
rightofwayin orderto provide
access to the development,
andparkingandloadingspace
have been provided.

Atthepublichearingthere
were no written or oral re-
sponses by the general public
oranyoftheadjacent property
owners who were notified of
the plans and the hearing.

The Planning and Zon-
ing Commission approved
Popkes’ request unanimously
and recommended the City
Council do the same.

Creekexit, reported aminivan
all over the road.

eComplainant on E. 6th
Street, Hills, reported a loud
4-wheeler.

«Complainant reported a
possible drunk driver.

June 30

eComplainanton E. Main
Street and Rock River Drive
reported a trailer with me-
chanical issues.

eReport of a hazmat spill
was reported at location on
120th Avenue, Luverne.

eScam was reported at
location on S. Kniss Avenue.

e«Complainant in Lyon
County reported subject with
Rock County warrant.

eComplainant on County
Highway 4 and County High-
way 17, Manley, reported an
intoxicated driver.

e«Complainant on Pine
Drivereported anabandoned
boat.

«Complainant on Pine
Drive requested hospital
contact.

eAssistant from other de-
partment was provided west-
bound on Interstate 90, mile
marker 12, Luverne.

July1

«Complainant requested
a weather siren test.

eComplainant on U.S.
Highway 75, mile marker 21,
reported reckless driving.

e«Complainant on 31st
Street, Hills, reported unsafe
driving.

July 2

eComplainant reported
she ran out of gas, eastbound
onInterstate 90 off-ramp, mile
marker 12, Luverne.

eComplainant requested
to speak to a deputy.

eComplainant requested
information on subject.

«Complainant on S. Free-
man Avenuereported astolen
vehicle.

eComplainantwestbound
on Interstate 90, mile marker
16, Luverne, reported theroad
heaved.

In addition, officers re-
sponded to 1 transport, 7
escorts, 19 ambulance runs,
5 parking violations, 2 paper
services, 4 animal complaints,
8 fingerprint requests, 6 burn
permits, 3alarms, 11 purchase
and carry permits, 1 stalled
vehicle, 16 traffic stops, 17
abandoned 911 calls, 1 test, 4
reports of cattle outand 1 OFP.

By Lori Sorenson

Groundwork is taking shape for
Beaver Creek’scommunity splash pad
under construction near the city park
and ball diamonds.

MC&R Pools, Sioux Falls, was
awarded the bid, $175,000, for the
project that city leaders hope will be
supported by grants and donations.

Company president Lorre Col-
burn said water features like these are
attractive to small communities with
budgets that don’t allow municipal
swimming pools.

“This is designed for younger
children and you don’t have to have
a lifeguard like you would for a pool,”
he said.

“It’s the next-best thing, and it
keeps people in town.”

Beaver Creek’s splash pad work
started Monday, June 29, and itshould
be finished within 45 days, depending
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Lori Sorenson photo/0709 beaver creek splash pad

MC&R Pools workers Travis Gallop (left) and Jared Sperle prepare the groundwork, Wednesday, July 1, for Beaver
Creek’s future community splash pad at the city park near the ball diamonds.

Beaver Creek splash pad construction begins

on the Canadian toy company, which
is making the water features.
He said the company had shut

Lori Sore.nson photo/0709 beave creek splash pad
A wide cement deck will connect the splash pad to the nearby picnic shelter.

down during coronavirus stay-at-
home orders, and this delayed the
project start date.

The 42-by-62-footoval splash pad
that includes a surrounding 8-foot-
wide observation deck is attached to

a wider cement deck that connects
the water feature to the nearby picnic
shelter.

Splash pad pumps, which aren’t
much louder than air-conditioning

units, activate water spray jets for 10,

15o0r20 minutes atatime with the press
of a button, similar to a public hot tub.
The jets operate on a timer that al-
lowstheirusebetween 10a.m.and 6 p.m.
during the summer months between
Memorial Day and Labor Day.

V ck eteson ph0709 ppk tanks
Greg Popkes’ commercial propane tanks are lifted into
place at their new storage location south of 1-90 near
Bomgaars and the car wash Thursday, July 2.

Sanford Hospice gala goes virtual
Auction website launches in August for virtual browsing, bidding

Sanford Luverne Hospice
has moved its annual charity
dinner and auction to an on-
lineeventto protectattendees
and staff during this ongoing
pandemic.

“This was a hard decision,”
said Helen Saum, volunteer
and marketing coordinator at
Sanford Luverne Hospice.

“When we first postponed
the event due to COVID and
everything shutting down, we
had set a new event date of
Aug. 29. But looking at it now
and still having restrictions
on gatherings, we just can’t
be sure we'd be able to have
the dinner and auction as we
know it

In past years the event in-
volvedsilentandlive auctions,
a raffle, as well as a themed
dinner that was considered a
major social event.

It raised $72,000 for
Luverne Hospice in 2019.

Saumsaid she expectsthe
revenue to be lower this year
withoutalive auction and the
loss of several big-ticketitems
such as Minnesota Twins

tickets, group outings and gift
certificates with expirations
unable to be extended.

“The need for a fundraiser
isashighaseverbutwewantto
keep people safe and healthy,”
she said.

Thevirtualauctionwillbe
a new, secure website set up
very similar to online shop-
ping. Peopleregistertobrowse
and then can choose to bid.

“I hope everyone checks
it out even if they didn’t have
tickets to the scheduled event,”
Saum said. “There is really
something for everyone.”

Sanford Luverne Hospice
is now calling some people
and businesses whose dona-
tions were affected to explain
the new process and to make
suredonationsare still coming
in and still valid, including
extended expiration dates if
possible.

“One of the advantages of
the online auction is anyone
can bid from the comfort of
their home, their lake cabin
or wherever and whenever it
isconvenientfor them,” Saum

said.

“They can use the site on
a smartphone, computer or
tablet so we are hopeful for
a good response to the new
format”

Ticketholders and spon-
sor tables are able to use 100
percent of the cost as a tax
deduction. All ticketholders
willstillbe entered into adraw-
ingto the “Trip for Two to San
Francisco/NapaValley” witha
year to use the package.

Table sponsors are still
eligible to win the prize “Back-
yard Grill-Out Party for 20
People.” Raffle drawing for
quilt and cash prizes will be
held Aug. 29 and winners will
be notified.

Luverne Hospice expects
the auction website to be
launched Aug. 5 and will pro-
mote it then. Call 283-1805
with questions or to donate
auction items before July 20.

“I'want to thank everyone

for their patience,” Saum said.

“We need and appreciate the

continued supportofour com-
munities.”
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OMMUNITY

Fourth of July/continued from page 1

Dozens of people boarded golf
carts to enjoy the Luverne Loop Trail
Saturday afternoon.

“We had rave reviews from the golf
cartrides. We counted over 117 people
oncartridesduringthe daysothatwent
really well,” Lanphere said.

“So many people have never been
abletoseethesitesalongthetrail. Many
ofthem asked ustodoiteveryyearand
see how things change — and theytold
us to charge for it

The Freedom Loop Challenge in-
vited individuals and families to ride
the Luverne Loop path from June 26
through July 4 and answer challenge

up the questions.”

Weather cooperated perfectly for the July 4 holiday, which included a
“Songs of America” outdoor concert at the Courthouse Square by Ron and
Jane Cote and their son, Wyatt, (pictured right) where over 140 attended.

questions along the way. Free T-shirts
were available to the first 200 people
to sign up, and Lanphere said most of
them were given away.

“The adults and children that did
that really enjoyed the challenge,” she
said. “We had lots of comments about
the questions. I had the students that
work for the Gallery on Saturday make

Weather cooperated perfectly for

the July 4 holiday, which included a

“Songs of America” outdoor concert

at the Courthouse Square by Ron and
Jane Cote and their son, Wyatt.

“I'was really surprised by the num-

ber of people at the courthouse for the
concert,” Lanphere said. “I counted
over 140 and most ofthem were people
that I had never seen at the events at
The Lake.”

She also praised fireworks techni-
ciansJonathonKurtzand Seth Miller for
theirroleinthefireworksdisplay. “They
did an awesome job,” Lanphere said.

“We were blessed to have the fireworks
themselves paid forby NextEra Energy.

The CVB paid for the technicians,
tax and insurance. NextEra, which is
building the Walleye Wind Farm in
Rock County, provided agrant of $6,000
to cover the cost of fireworks.
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REMEMBER WHEN

10 years ago (2010)

«Students throughoutthe state of Minnesotawilllearn about
nature through the lens of a camera following a training event
for teachers this week in Luverne.

Nature photographer Jim Brandenburg and his wife, Judy,
will lead a program Saturday, July 10, at Touch the Sky Prairie
and Luverne High School.

“I'm very honored and flattered to be a part of this,” Jim
Brandenburg said Tuesday.

He said he’s excited to know that educators, legislators
and others are recognizing the opportunities for learning in
photography.

“The camerasaved mylife,” said Brandenburg, who struggled
asastudentin Luverne High School. “It not only saved my life, it
was my magic carpetride ... Iwas alost soul untilI got a camera
in my hand”

He said he looks forward to talking to teachers about their
role in leading students to digital photography.

25 years ago (1995)

eGraduates of the former Magnolia High School showed
up in force last weekend to celebrate their all-school reunion
at the VFW, Luverne.

More than 360 Magnolia High School alumni met to eat,
drink, dance, and most of all, reminisce about old times. “It just
went really, really well,” said Betty (Meyer) Iveland, a Magnolia
graduate and current VFW Club employee. “We did lots and
lots of visiting, took pictures and a lot of people had old class
reunion photos.”

50 years ago (1970)

«“This band, without a doubt, has tremendous pride.

These words spoken by one of the well-qualified judges at
the State V.EW. Convention held last weekend in St. Paul per-
haps best expressed the accomplishments of the Luverne High
School Band after they captured the coved first place in the grand
parade on Saturday and an amazing second place in the field
demonstration competition the night before.

It all added up to another first for Director Tom Haugen
and the nearly 100 members of the band. “We had never been
involved in anything like this before,” stated Haugen. “We knew
both the judges and the competition would be tough, but we
never dreamed exactly how tough it would be up there”

A very dramatic two days began early last Friday with the
bands’ preparations for the field maneuvers that evening at
Midway Stadium. Veterans of the competition had informed
Luverne what it would be like and what to expect, and the ten-
sion mounted. Irons were kept hot re-creasing trousers, razors
shortened sideburns, shoes were polished to a gleaming shine
and loose strings were cut. The band was provided facilities at

the state fairgrounds.

75 years ago (1945)

«Bjarne Johnson, seven-year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer
Johnson of Beaver Creek, will recover from first and second
degree burns sustained when a gasoline tank exploded in his
face Thursday evening.

The boy was home alone, his mother having gone down
to get the mail, and his father not yet having returned home. ...

Theaccidentoccurred when thelad dropped alighted match
down a pipe which led to an underground storage tank at the
Johnsonhome, known as the former Pageresidence, in the south
part of Beaver Creek. According to Beaver Creek residents, it is
a known fact that no gasoline had been stored in the tank since
1917, whichis 28years ago, and Mr. Johnson himselfdidn’tknow
the tank was there.

As soon as the match was dropped, the gas exploded and
flames roared out of the opening, seriously burning the boy’s
face. Without hesitating, he ran to the Henry Sandstede home,
little more than a block distant, where he was met at the door by
Miss Leone Sandstede. Sensing the seriousness of the mishap,
she summoned Mrs. Harry Bendt, a neighbor, to stay with the
boy while she went elsewhere to obtain a car. Her first stop was
at the Sid Cragoe home, but as his car was not there, the two of
themran to the George DunBar home where Lt. Edward Keehr, a
navy veteran home on leave, had a car. Together, Lt. Keehr, Miss
Sandstede, Mr. Cragoe and Mr. Dunbar went back to the Sandst-
ede home, got the boy and rushed him to the Luverne hospital.

At first it was thought that the boy might lose his eyesight,
but his physician stated this week he believed that he would suf-
fer no serious ill effects from the injury, except, perhaps, some
marks on his face. He added it was likely that the child could be
released from the hospital by Saturday.

100 years ago (1920)

eThe returns made by City Assessor Jas. McKeon disclose
that the total assessed valuation of real and personal property
for the presentyear for the city of Luverneis $4,184,500, of which
$2,837,863 is real estate and $1,346,687 is personal property.
This is a substantial increase in each class over the assessment
for last year.

Perhapsthebiggestincrease, however, isshowninthemoney
and creditreturns, which thisyear total $1,086,794, as compared
with $722,419 for last year, and the money and creditreturnslast
year were nearly $100,000 more than that for the preceding year.

Part of the increase in real estate assessed for this year, as
compared with that of two years ago, is traceable to the many
new homes and business structures that have been erected
during the last year or more, and part to a natural increase in
the value of property.

1893: Hills school district organized into five sections

The following appearedin
The Rose History in 1911.

Rock County Village of Hills
continued from 7-02-20 edi-
tion of the Star Herald.

BiTs BY BETTY

ing became too small to ac-
commodate the district and
in the fall of 1903 an addition
wasbuiltatacostof$3000. Just
afterits completion, January?7,
1904, the building was totally

SinceHillshasbecomean
incorporated town, its growth
hasbeensteady. Over $30,000
were expended on building
improvements in 1904. The
state census of 1905 gave the

By Betty Mann, president
Rock County Historical Society

destroyed by fire. Steps were
at once taken to rebuild, and
early in September the pres-
ent four-room school house,
32x72 feet, was completed at
a cost of $7800.

Thestory ofthevillage

town a population of 320. In
1908 the building improve-
ments footed up over $15,000
andin 1909 to the same figure.
The censusof19010showed a
population 0f398, giving Hills
second place among Rock
county towns.

The School — The first
school taughtin Hillswas con-

ducted by Miss Jennie Wright.
The district had not been
organized and the expenses
were paid with money raised
by subscription. The district,
comprising five sections, was
organized in 1893, and the
school that year was taught
by Miss Myra Ferguson in the
townhall. Themembers ofthe

first board of education were
Olaf Skyberg, P. H. Bly and
Nels Iverson. In 1894 a block
ofland was purchased by the
districtand atwo-room frame
building was put up at a cost
of $3000. A S. Johnson and
Betsey Rovang conducted the
firstschoolin the building. As
the town grew, the old build-

ofHillswill continueinthe July
16 edition of the Star Herald.
Donations to the Rock
County Historical Society can
be sent to the Rock County
Historical Society, 312 E. Main
Street, Luverne, MN 56156.
Mann welcomes cor-
respondence sent to man-
nmade@iw.net.

Van Meeteren
retires from 30-year
driving career

Community urged to
join card celebration

COVID-19 has had many
unintended consequences.
For the Community Tran-
sit program run by United
Community Action Partner-
ship, the missed opportu-
nity to celebrate a dedicated
driver is among them.

Leah Van Meeteren
retired on April 30 after 30
years as a public transit
bus driver. While ongoing
restrictions on public gath-
erings prevent the kind of
celebration they had hoped
for, Community Transit
staff members still want
Van Meeteren to know how
valued her service was.

They're hoping many
in the community will help
shower her with cards and
memories.

“Leah provided safe and
friendly service to thousands
of passengers and drove
countless miles over the past
30 years,” said Community
Transit Operations Manager
Michelle Miranowski. “Ev-
eryone misses her”

Van Meeteren joined
Rock County on March 23,
1990, as a driver for the pub-
lic transit system. It didn’t
take long for her to develop
areputation in the best pos-
sible ways.

“If you were to ask any
passenger or coworker to
describe Leabh, the first thing
you would hear about is her
friendly smile,” Miranowski
said. “She always had a smile
on her face and never hesi-
tated to lend an arm when
a passenger needed a little
extra help”

The next thing people
would probably note is her
commitment to making sure
her bus was clean and ready
for passengers.

Van Meeteren was noto-
rious for keeping the buses
spotless. She would spend
the end of each day cleaning
windows and washing the
exterior, but she didn’t stop
when the outside was clean.

“We can only imagine the
piles of unclaimed hats and
gloves she collected from
seats,” Miranowski said. “It
had a ripple effect. Leah set
a high bar for keeping the
buses looking sharp, and
other drivers followed suit.”

Her three-decade career
led to recognition as a great
driver, as well.

Van Meeteren partici-

Leah Van Meeteran par-
ticipated in the statewide Bus
Roadeo, where she earned
second place in 2007.

Send cards to:
Leah

Van Meeteran

1578 171st St.

Luverne, MN
56156

pated multiple times in the
Minnesota State Bus Roadeo,
a skills-based competition
held each summer for public
transit drivers across the
state.

She placed in the top
five of the small bus division
many times throughout the
years.

But she never cared
much where she ranked.

Miranowski said, if you
ask Van Meeteren about the
Roadeos, “With a smile on
her face, she will tell you
that she enjoyed the friendly
competition, and she will
remember all the friends she
made.

Since people cannot
gather to help celebrate the
impact she made, Commu-
nity Transit staff is organizing
a card shower instead.

Anyone who would like
to tell Van Meeteren how
important her work was or
simply wish her well may
send cards to: 1578 171¢t
Street, Luverne, MN 56156.

CELEBRATIONS

Open houses
Anopenhousebridal shower
for Melanie VanMeeteren,
bride-to-be of Nic Johnson,
will be from 9-11 a.m. Satur-
day, July 18, at the American
Reformed Church in Luverne.

An open house outdoor
bridal shower for Ann Hus-
feldt, bride-to-be of Lucas
Sandager, will be from 3:30-6
p.m. Sunday, July 19, at 288
20th Avenue, Hills.

An open house bridal shower
for Amanda Barnhart, bride-
to-be of Fred Moos, will be at
10:30a.m. Saturday, July 18, at
Firefly Boutique, 210 E. Main
Street, Luverne.

Card showers

Dave and Cloyce Smith
will celebrate their 50th wed-
dinganniversary on Saturday,
July 11. Greetings maybe sent
to them at 405 S. Fairview
Drive, Luverne, MN 56156.

MENU

Monday, July 13: Egg
bake with sausage, cheesy
hash browns, peas, coffee
cake, fruit.

Tuesday, July14: Chicken
salad, marinated vegetable
salad, fresh fruit, bun, blondie
bar.

Wednesday, July 15: Beef
tipswithmashed potatoesand
gravy, buttered beets, dinner
roll, ice cream.

Thursday, July 16: Beef
casserole, lettuce salad, pine-
apple chunks, breadstick,

pudding.

Friday, July 17: Chicken
and noodles, candied carrots,
choice fruit, dinner roll, ice
cream.

LSS Diningofferswell-bal-
anced and affordablemealsin
a community atmosphere.

Call Lynette Hoiland at
283-9846to arrangeto pick up
adinner or forhome-delivered
meals.

Gift certificates are avail-
able at the meal site or online
at www.lssmn.org/nutrition.



LHS releases third, fourth
quarter honor rolls

Quarter 3 A Honor Roll
Seniors: Dalwa Alinizi,
Isaiah Bartels, Claire
Baustian, Tacey Baustian,
Sydney Biever, Alexa Chesley,
Colby Crabtree, Graham
Cunningham, Madigan
Flom, Kynzie Hamann,
Nicole Hoogland, Amelia
Jarchow, Kacie Kracht, Jonah
Louwagie, Reka Meinerts,
Gabrielle Miller, Meghan
Mollberg, Gunnar Oldre,
Stepan Orletskyy, Mallory
Oye, Tyler Roberts, Nicholas
Rogers, HenryRolling, Ainsley
Rysdam, Colton Schutz,
Matthew Sehr, McKenzie
Swenson, Chanhpa Vang,
Austin Watts-Boll, Sydney
Wicks, Jordan Winter.
Juniors: Russell
Aanenson, Zachary Ahrendt,
Kaitlyn Anderson, Peter
Baustian, Ethan Beyer,
Xavier Carbonneau, Seno
Chanthalangsy, Rachel
DenHerder, Regan Feit,
Cassie Flanagan, Rylee Gee,
Josephine Golla, Emma
Hinz, Benjamin Jarchow,
Elise Jarchow, Shelby Kracht,
Alex Mann, Autumn Nath,
Rozilyn Oye, Ainslie Robinson,
Nathan Spillman-Lindsley,
Brynn Thier, Solveig Tofteland,
Cade Wenninger, Leah Wynia,
Gracie Zewiske,
Sophomores: Trista
Baustian, Seth Bose, Kendall
Buss, Pierce Cunningham,
EliseFerrell, Trygve Gangestad,
Kayetlin Huiskes, Olivia
Huisman, Griffen Jarchow,
Tenley Nelson, Mary Opitz, Eli
Radtke, Ethan Rahm, Kristin
Rud, Grace Sandbulte, Lacey
Sasker, Madeleine Schmuck,
Cheyenne Schutz, CaseySehr,
Jacey Smith, Hope Thorson,
Luke Thorson, Chance
Tunnissen, Brooklynn Ver
Steeg, Olivia Wieneke.
Freshmen:Justis Ahrendt,
Abigail Anderson, Josie
Anderson, Ross Bergman,
Emma Beyer, Parker
Carbonneau, Phoebe DeBates,
Zachary DeBoer, Egypt
Forrest, Jadyn Hart, Jocelyn
Hart, Tori Hemme, Camden
Hoven, Grace Ingebretsen,
Camden Janiszeski, Anja
Jarchow, Katharine Kelm,
Isabella Lanoue, Reese
Louwagie, Jocelynn Mann,
Lacey Morseman, Priscilla
Muehr, Ethan Nath, Logan
Ommen, Isabella Oye, Alyia
Renken, Averill Sehr, Ryenn
Stegenga, Cedar Viessman,
Mallory Von Tersch, Ava
Vortherms, Christina Wagner,
Elizabeth Wagner.

Quarter 3 B Honor Roll
Seniors: Bailey Anderson,
Martin Anderson, Michelle
Arevalo, Tate Baum, Justice
Brandt, Quinn Buss, Anita
Cole-Kraty, Brody DeBates,
Jacqueline Diaz, Carson
Ehde, Hannah Ehlers, Sara
Ernst, Jonah Friedrichsen,
Madison Gebauer, Meagan
Hansen, Alexandra Hartman,
Noah Herman, Ivy Hudson,
Heather Huether, Anna
Huisman, Chandra Javner,
Sydne Johnson, Jaden
Knips, Sophia Lanoue, Kyia
Leeds, Carter Loosbrock,
Michael Meeker, Nathan

Nekali, Melanie Rittenhouse,
Gracie Rozeboom, Riley
Siebenahler, Damien Stokes,
Cole Stoltenberg, Mallory
Thorson, Brayden Tofteland,
Meghan Witte.

Juniors: Cooper Arends,
Rebecca Austin, Bailey
Cowell, Ethan Curtiss, Tyler
de Cesare, Justin Dohlmann,
Isaac Eidem, Sophia Eisma,
Dyllon Gehrke, Eduardo
Godines, Mia Halverson,
Trevor Halverson, Katarina
Horn, Gretchen Jacobsma,
Kameron Keene, Elisabeth
Kelm, Camron Kopp, Hailey
Kruger, Destiny Matthiesen,
John Miller, Carlton Oftedahl,
Sadie Reisdorfer, Genevieve
Rolfs, Jayson Rops, Paige
Sandbulte, Crystal Sayavong,
Haleah Soto, Ethan Teunissen,
Leslie Van Engelenhoven,
McKenzie VanGrootheest,
Lauren Ver Steeg.

Sophomores: Rylee
Anderson, Ayden Bonnett,
Luke Bosch, Jordyn
Cleaveland, Sam Emery,
Jordan Friedrichsen, Morgan
Gonnerman, Jacob Hansen,
Burke Johnson, Trissa
Morseman, Catalina Oakes,
Alenya Sayavong, Brenn
Siebenahler, Macie Swenson,
Mia Wenzel.

Freshmen: Gannon
Ahrendt, Mariam Alinizi,
Gavin Baum, Brady Bork,
Avarie Brecher, Tyson Cowell,
Sarah Gehrke, Lesly Gomez-
Salvador, Lauren Hansen,
Nicholas Hansen, Kaleb
Hein, Ashlyn Johnson, Tiana
Lais, Cole Mann, Mallory
Nelson, Carly Olson, Austin
Ossefoort, Joseph Remme,
TravisSchempp, Mason Smith,
Bonita Tiesler, Myles Trimble,
Kamryn Van Batavia, Kaylee
Voorhees, Ryan Vos.

Quarter 4 A Honor Roll

Seniors: Dalwa Alinizi,
Bailey Anderson, Isaiah
Bartels, Tacey Baustian,
Sydney Biever, Quinn Buss,
Alexa Chesley, Colby Crabtree,
Graham Cunningham,
Madigan Flom, Kynzie
Hamann, Meagan Hansen,
Nicole Hoogland, Anna
Huisman, KacieKracht, Carter
Loosbrock, Gabrielle Miller,
Meghan Mollberg, Gunnar
Oldre, NicholasRogers, Henry
Rolling, Gracie Rozeboom,
McKenzie Swenson, Sydney
Wicks, Jordan Winter.

Juniors: Russell
Aanenson, Zachary Ahrendt,
Kaitlyn Anderson, Peter
Baustian, Ethan Beyer,
Xavier Carbonneau, Seno
Chanthalangsy, Rachel
DenHerder, Regan Feit, Cassie
Flanagan, Rylee Gee, Dyllon
Gehrke, Josephine Golla,
Mia Halverson, Emma Hinz,
Benjamin Jarchow, Elise
Jarchow, Elisabeth Kelm,
Shelby Kracht, Alex Mann,
Autumn Nath, Rozilyn Oye,
Sadie Reisdorfer, Ainslie
Robinson, Hunter Sandbulte,
BrynnThier, Solveig Tofteland,
McKenzie VanGrootheest,
Lauren Ver Steeg, Cade
Wenninger, Leah Wynia,
Gracie Zewiske.

Sophomores: Trista
Baustian, Luke Bosch, Seth

Bose, Kendall Buss, Pierce
Cunningham, Elise Ferrell,
Trygve Gangestad, Kayetlin
Huiskes, Olivia Huisman,
Griffen Jarchow, Tenley
Nelson, Mary Opitz, EliRadtke,
Ethan Rahm, Kristin Rud,
Grace Sandbulte, Lacie Sasker,
Madeleine Schmuck, Colin
Schoeneman, Cheyenne
Schutz, Casey Sehr, Jacey
Smith, Macie Swenson, Hope
Thorson, Luke Thorson,
ChanceTunnissen, Brooklynn
Ver Steeg, Mia Wenzel, Olivia
Wieneke.

Freshmen:Justis Ahrendt,
Abigail Anderson, Josie
Anderson, Ross Bergman,
Emma Beyer, Parker
Carbonneau, Phoebe DeBates,
ZacharyDeBoer, EgyptForrest,
Lauren Hansen, Jadyn Hart,
Jocelyn Hart, Tori Hemme,
Camden Hoven, AnjaJarchow,
Ashlyn Johnson, Katharine
Kelm, Reese Louwagie,
Jocelynn Mann, Lacey
Morseman, Priscilla Muehr,
Deziree Nath, Ethan Nath,
Carly Olson, Logan Ommen,
Isabella Oye, Alyia Renken,
Averill Sehr, Ryenn Stegenga,
Kamryn Van Batavia, Cedar
Viessman, MalloryVon Tersch,
Ava Vortherms, Christina
Wagner, Elizabeth Wagner.

Quarter 4 B Honor Roll

Seniors: Claire Baustian,
Justice Brandt, Alyssa
Campbell, Brody DeBates,
Jacqueline Diaz, Carson
Ehde, Alexandra Hartman,
Amelia Jarchow, Chandra
Javner, SydneJohnson, Sophia
Lanoue, Kyla Leeds, Jonah
Louwagie, Reka Meinerts,
AlyssaNattress, Nathan Nekali,
Samantha Niessink, Mallory
Oye, Melanie Rittenhouse,
Ainsley Rysdam, Maren
Schapp, Matthew Sehr,
Mallory Thorson, Brayden
Tofteland, Chanhpa Vang,
Jacob Von Tersch, Andrew
Wagner, Austin Watts-Boll,
Meghan Witte.

Juniors: Cooper Arends,
Rebecca Austin, Anna Boltjes,
Ethan Curtiss, Tyler de Cesare,
Justin Dohlmann, Johnathan
Dolo, Isaac Eidem, Sophia
Eisma, Eduardo Godines,
KatarinaHorn, Camron Kopp,
AnthonyKramer, Dylan Labat,
Destiny Matthiesen, John
Miller, Carlton Oftedahl,
Genevieve Rolfs, Jayson Rops,
PaigeSandbulte,ShaidShearer,
EricSomnis, Ethan Teunissen,
Leslie Van Engelenhoven,

Sophomores: Hunter
Ahrendt, Jase Arp, Lauren
Buss, Nathaniel Cole-Kraty,
Billi Connell, Hunter Gaffaney,
Morgan Gonnerman, Jacob
Hansen, BurkeJohnson, Noah
Mehlhaff, Emely Montes
Rodriguez, Catalina Oakes,
Jonathan Saarloos, Aleyna
Sayavong, Brenn Siebenahler,
Luke Thielbar.

Freshmen: Gannon
Ahrendt, Mariam Alinizi,
Brady Bork, Avarie Brecher,
Joshua Evans, Lucas Hansen,
Grace Ingebretsen, Tiana
Lais, Isabella Lanoue, Mallory
Nelson, Austin Ossefoort, Lola
Peterson, Joseph Remme,
Mason Smith, Carsen
Tofteland, Ryan Vos.

Hills-Beaver Creek secondary
semester honor rolls released

Semester 2 A Honor Roll
Seniors: Josie Bartels,
Whitney Elbers, Sadie
Furstenberg, Easton Harnack,
Larinda Kellenberger,
Batuhan Kivrak, Larissa Kruid,
Jo-Hannah Ladd, Kailey
Rozeboom, Jax Wysong.
Juniors: Tyson Bork,
ChaseBosch, Calvin Erickson,
AbbyKnobloch, Emilee Kodet,
Allison LaRock, Taryn Rauk,
Lauren Tatge, Austin Wilhelmi.
Sophomores: Austin
Allen, Taylor Durst, Troy
Durst, Kenadie Fick, Leeanna
Gaugler, Danette Leenderts,
Samantha Moser, Tara
Paulsen, Liam Raymon, Tess
Van Maanen, Mackenzie Voss.
Freshmen: Olivia
Bork, Devon Dysthe, Tyrae
Goodface, Jenifer Martinyuk,
Britton McKenzie, Brayden
Metzger, Leif Tollefson.

Eighth Grade: Grace

Anderson, Peyton Bennett,
Lanae Elbers, Sylvia Fick,
Taylor Gehrke, Tahliya Kruger,
Ty Leuthold, Brynn Rauk,
Larissa Steinhoff.

Seventh Grade: Isabella
DeBoer, Gracie Fagerness,
Lukas Hubbard, Blake
Leenderts, Michael Martinyulk,
Mazzi Moore, Jack Moser,
Amber Wiersema.

Semester 2 B Honor Roll
Seniors:JoslynBirger, Eve
Burgers, Kiara Honken, Kyle
Kueter, Bryn Mongeau.
Juniors: Annie Bos,
Thomas Dysthe, Hannah
Fick, Ethan Gray, Ashlee
Kelderman, Kathleen Kiers,
Tory Knobloch, Jacob
Sheppard, Brandon Taubert,
Jacey Vanden Hoek, Avery
Vis, Gavin Wysong, Zander
Wysong.
Sophomores: Jacob

Axness,JosephyneKlosterbuer,
Ethan Kruger, Daniel
Martinyuk, Aliyah Stoltenberg,
Conner Vande Voort, Kellie
Vanderbrink.

Freshmen: Ellynor
Klosterbuer, CodyMoser,Noah
Swenson, Sophia Vansurksum,
Joshua Wiersema.

Eighth Grade: Taryn
Birger, Riley Bruns, Layla
Deelstra, Alexis Gardner
Swenson, Cooper Gehrke,
Kyler Hartz, Aiden Kerkhove-
Brandt, Damion Meinerts,
Justin Roelfs, Avril Susie, Olivia
Susie, Riley Tatge.

Seventh Grade: Cameron
Allen, Beau Bakken, Sawyer
Bosch, Emma Deelstra,
Jackson Gacke, Harli
Rozeboom, Kadence
Rozeboom, Bailey Spykerboer,
Rebekah Swenson, Ashton
Taubert, Johnathan Tiesler,
Ava Zomer.
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Mavis Fodness photo/0702 HBC Kraayenhof Honored

Kraayenhof honored for 22 years of service
Hills-Beaver Creek School Board chairman Arlyn Gehrke (left) presents a plaque to Helen
Kraayenhof, who retired from the district after 22 years of service. Kraayenhof was the dis-
trict’s van and bus driver. “You have been appreciated,” said Superintendent Todd Holthaus.
“We will miss you.” The presentation took place at the district’s June 22 board meeting.

OBITUARY

Lena Wiertzema

Lena Wiertzema, 95, Ells-
worth, died Wednes-
day, July 1, 2020, at
the Sanford Luverne
Medical Center.

Afuneral service
wasMonday, July6, at
theZionPresbyterian
Church in Ellsworth,
with burial at the
Grand Prairie Cem-
etery in Ellsworth.

Lena DeBoer
was born Sept. 30, 1924, to
Hilko and Anna DeBoer at
home in rural Ellsworth. She
attended school in Ellsworth.

Lena married Herman
Wiertzema on Dec. 6, 1944,
in Rushmore. After their
marriage, the couple farmed
near Little Rock, Iowa. In

1950 they had their only son,
David. They moved
tothefarm twomiles
east of Ellsworth in
1963. They retired
and moved into Ells-
worth in 1998.

Lena was a life-
long member of the
Zion Presbyterian
Church in Ellsworth
and the Presbyterian
Women. Sheenjoyed
herflowers, watchingthe Min-
nesota Twins, bird watching,
bowling, cooking and baking.
Sheespeciallyloved spending
time with her grandchildren.

Lena is survived by her
daughter-in-law, Jerre Wiertz-
ema, Adrian; three grandchil-
dren, Brian (Mandy) Wiertz-

ema, rural Ellsworth, Carolyn
(Jason) Krapfl, Ft. Atkinson,
Wisconsin, and Jill (Chris)
Wolf, Adrian; eight great-
grandchildren, Olivia, Daniel
and Emily Krapfl, Quentin,
Anastasia, Caleb and Cyrus
Wolf, and Clara Wiertzema;
and many nieces, nephews
and in-laws.

She was preceded in death
by her husband, Herman, on
Sept. 8,2008; her parents; her
son, Dave Wiertzema, on Jan.
26, 2018; a brother, Harm De-
Boer; and two sisters, Fannie
Mulder and Jennie Janssen.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Dingmann Funeral
Home of Luverne, dingman-
nandsons.com.

(0709 F)

MEMORIAL SERVICE NOTICES

Clarence Sieve

Clarence Edward Sieve, 77, St. Kilian, died
Thursday, April 23,2020, at the Sanford Luverne

Medical Center.

A memorial Mass will be at 4 p.m. Sunday,
July 12, at St. Kilian Catholic Church in St.
Kilian. Food and fellowship will follow at the

Wilmont VFW.

To live-stream the committal service go
to https://www.facebook.com/DingmannFH
Arrangements are provided by Dingmann

Funeral Home in Wilmont.

Alice Severtson

Alice Severtson, 93,
Pipestone, died March 25,
2020, at the Tuff Memorial
Home in Hills.

A memorial service will
be at 10 a.m. Saturday, July 11,
atSt. Paul Lutheran Churchin
Pipestone. Visitation will be
one hour prior to the service.
Burial will be in Bethlehem
Lutheran Cemetery in Hills.

Arrangements are pro-
vided by Hartquist Funeral
Home of Pipestone, www.
hartquistfuneral.com.

(0709 DN)

Joyce Holm
Joyce Thulin Holm, 89, Luverne, died Sat-
urday, June 13, 2020.

Atime offellowshipwillbe from 9:30t010:30

a.m.Friday,July 10, atthe Maplewood Cemetery
in Luverne. A private family graveside service
will be at Maplewood Cemeteryin Luverne. To

live stream the graveside service, go to www.

com.
(0709 DN)

facebook.com/DingmannFH.
Arrangements are provided by Dingmann
Funeral Home, Luverne, dingmannandsons.

(0709 DN)

JOIN US FOR THE

2020 Valley SPring’
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)“\y ‘0

FIREWORK FRIDAY

Dusk Fireworks

July \

PARADE SATURDAY

7:30 pm

7:00 pm  No Contact Parade lineup starts at
Valley Springs Elementary
(no registration or fee - just show up)

Please follow CDC guidelines and social distance

Parade starts

C0ith over 40 years of experience C’zagoe Realtq

is your TRUSTED name in real estate

From left, Renee Guy, realtor 605-359-7515

516 N OAKLEY

ST §

LUVERNE $229,900 ¢

Newly

renovated

home. 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms. New
main floor flooring. Exterior and interior freshly
painted. Laundry moved from basement to main
floor. Brand new lower level bathroom. Extra
large double stall garage with extra work space

Sherri Thompson, realtor 507-227-6830

Gene Cragoe, broker/owner 507-920-3815
Emilie Boelman, administrative assistant

or man cave. New AC/Heating unit May 2020.

COMPLETE USTINGS
WIMECRAGOIEGOWM

Yourhometownrealestate brokerforover27years
a U e e a Gene Cragoe, broker lic.in MN & SD
— ° info@cragoe.com
507-283-2647 or 800-689-2647

READ US ONLINE! star-herald.com

- Selling Real Estate in the
Heart of the Prairieland
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PORTS

Submitted photo

Team America won the team division of the 2020 Davis Lake Triathlon July 4 at The Lake in
Luverne. Team members Camden Janiszeski (left), Kraig Rust and Krista Ahrendt completed
the race that included kayaking, bicycling and running in 52 minutes.

Locals win July 4 triathlon

By Jason Berghorst

Participants in the an-
nual Davis Lake Triathlon
competed in warm weather
Saturday morning.

The triathlon, which
is always staged on the
morning of July 4 at The
Lake in southwest Luverne,
included two differentraces.

The Minnow Race com-
petitors completed a one-
third mile kayak course, a
two-mile bicycle ride and a
one-mile run.

Participantsin the Shark
Race kayaked for one mile,
rode bicycle for nine miles
and ran 2 1/2 miles.

Both races included
18-and-under divisions for
boysand girlsand adultmale
and female divisions.

The Shark race also in-
cluded men’s, women'’s and
coed team divisions.

In total, 28 individuals
and six teams competed in
the events.

Theteamracesincluded
allRock County participants.

Team America of Krista
Ahrendt of Luverne, Kraig
Rust of Kenneth and Cam-
den Janiszeski of Luverne
won with a time of 52:00.

Team MZD came in
secondinthemen’sdivision
with a time of 55:04. Team
members were Zach Nolz,
Dalton Jacobsma and Matt
Sandbulte, all of Luverne.

Third place in the divi-
sion went to team Dad Bod.
Tyson Facile, Aaron Altman
and Travis Chapa, all of
Luverne, finished in 61.

Inthe women'’s division,
the Sole Sisters were the
sole competitors. The team,
comprised of Caitlin Altman,
Amy Chapa and Monica Fac-
ile, all of Luverne, finished in
63 minutes.

Jenna'’s Allstars compet-
edinthecoeddivision.Jenna
DeBates, Sarah DeBeer and
Dave Dulffy, all of Luverne,

SPORTS BRIEF

Bartels earns

academic All-State

Isaiah Bartels, a 2020
Luverne High School gradu-
ate, was named to the 2019-
2020 AcademicAll-State Boys
Basketball team this spring.

The award is presented
by the Minnesota Basketball
Coaches Association. About
twenty Minnesota student-
athletesfrom Class AAreceive
the honor each year.

“This just shows how
hard Isaiah worked both on
the basketball court and in
the classroom,” said Luverne
head coach John Sichmeller.

completed the race in 54:10.
Results for individual
classes are below.

Minnow Race
Boys’ Division

Kade Oehlke Sioux Falls  26:33
Ashton Altman  Luverne 27:00
Michael Ykema Luverne 28:09
Girls’ Division

Klaire Oehlke Sioux Falls  25:14
Anna Alvey Hartford, SD 31:31
Kwyn Oehlke Sioux Falls 31:44
Men’s Division

Karl Oehlke Sioux Falls  28:31
Women’s Division

Jessica Alvey Hartford, SD 31:32
Kelly Oehlke Sioux Falls  43:37
Susan Flores-Diaz St Paul

49:37

Shark Race

Boys’ Division

Austin Bierma Sioux Falls 6503
Men’s Division

Jon Alvey Hartford, SD 54:10
Jon Bottema Corcoran 5743

Robert Baker Beaver Creek 58:44

Women’s Division

More ways to win

Luverne Redbirds come from behind to
defeat Milroy lIrish, cruise by Adrlan

By Jason Berghorst

The Luverne Redbirds
amateur baseball team keeps
winning after two road games
over the pastweek, one a hard-
fought victory and the other
smooth sailing.

The Redbirds, now 8-1
on the season, came back in
the final two innings in Mil-
roy July 1 from being down
6-0 to defeat the Irish by one
run before cruising to a 13-2,
seven-inning victory over the
Adrian A’s Sunday.

Luverne returns to Red-
bird Field Wednesday (July
8) to host the Renner Bullets
before traveling to Renner to
play the Monarchs Thursday
night.

The Redbirds then travel
to Hadley to take on the But-
termakers Sunday at 4:30 p.m.

Luverne 7, Milroy Irish 6

Luverne traveled to rural
Milroy to play the Irish in
the ballpark in the country
Wednesday, July 1.

The Irish scored three
runs in the first inning, two
in the fourth inning and one
in the fifth to take a 6-0 lead
over Luverne.

Phil Paquette sparked the
Redbirds comeback when he
belted a three-run homerun
in the top of the eighth inning.

Luverne held the Irish
scoreless in the bottom of the
inning to trail 6-3 going into
the final stanza.

Luverne had the top of
the order up when the ninth
inning began. Derek Lund-
gren and Logan Norman both
reached base with singles to
start the inning, but the next
two Redbird batters were out.

Luverne was down to its
final outand down threewhen
Declan Beers hit a single that
scored a run.

Ben Serie then reached
base on an error by the Milroy
shortstop to load the bases
with the tying run at second
base, thego-ahead run on first
and two outs.

Tyler Reisdorfer came to
the plate and hit a two-RBI
single that tied the game.

Jake Haugen was up next.
He hit the ball about ten feet

Holiday weekend
draws fewer racers

Haylee Spronk  Edgerton 61:57

Paula Gonnerman Luverne 68:30

Maria Ratliff Sioux Falls  78:42
By Jason Berghorst

The July 4 weekend was
relatively quiet for local dirt
track drivers, crews and fans.

Three Rock Countydrivers
raced at two area tracks over

the holiday weekend.

Murray County Speedway
in Slaytonhosted seven classes
ofracing Friday night and I-90
Speedwaynear Hartford, South
Dakota, staged five classes
Saturday night.

Murray County Speedway
Jeremy Smith of Luverne
placed sixth overall in the
IMCA AModifiedsfeaturerace
Friday night in Slayton.
Smith placed second in
his heat race and started the

feature race in the fourth spot.

I-90 Speedway

Luverne’s Cadyn Wessels
was the only local driver com-
peting at the 1-90 Speedway
Saturday night.

Wessels raced in the Hob-
byStocksclass. Heplaced third
in his heat race before finish-
ing in the eighth spot in the A
feature race.

Murray Speedway — July 3
IMCA Modifieds A Feature
J. Smith Luverne 6th

MCRA Bombers A Feature

E. Gaul Luverne 13th

1-90 Speedway — July 4
USRA Hobby Stocks A Feature
C. Wessels Luverne 8th

Jason Berghorst photo/0709-Redbirds

Redbird Codie Zeutenhorst, pictured in agame earlier this year,
had three hits, three RBIs and scored twice during Luverne’s

13-2 victory in Adrian Sunday.

toward third base and made
it to first base, which allowed
Serietoscorethego-aheadrun.

Reisdorfer, who had re-
placed Jake Haugen on the
mound during the fifth inning,
gave up no runs in the bottom
of the ninth to secure the Red-
bird victory.

Box Score
Luverne 000000034 7
Milroy 300210000 6
AB R H BI
Lundgren 5 220
Norman 5 230
Paquette 5 113
S. Wenninger 4 000
Beers 5 111
Serie 3 100
Reisdorfer 5 022
Haugen 5 212
Haugen 4 011
C Wenninger 5 000

Luverne 13, Adrian 2

The Redbirds made the
shorttrip eastto Adrian to play
the A’s Sunday.

The visitors came out
swingingearly scoringonerun
in the first and exploding to
score eight runs off of five hits
in the second inning.

Adrian got one run back
in the third inning, before

pressive Redbird offense with
two homeruns and a double.
Beers had three hits, scored
three runs and earned four
RBIs in the game.

Codie Zeutenhorst also
had three hits in the game. He
scored two runs and chalked
up three RBIs. Logan Norman
also scored twice for Luverne.

Derek Lundgren pitched
all seven innings for the Red-
birds. Lundgren struck out
seven Adrian batters and gave
up six hits and one walk.

“I thought we had a very
strong showmg on Sunday,’
Beers said. “We showed that
from top tobottomwe are one
ofthebestteamsintheleague.”

Beers pointed out that,
although pandemic-related
schedule changes have im-
pacted the season, he and his
teammates are feeling good
about where they are midway
through the summer.

“Hopefullywe can use this
win to jumpstart our short-
ened season and we will be
firing on all cylinders come
playoff time,” Beers said.

Box Score
Luverne scored two moreruns Luverne 1802200 13
in each of the fourth and fifth ~ Adrian 0010100 2
innings to build a 13-1 lead. ABR H BI
The A’s scored one more  Lundgren 4 121
run in the bottom of the fifth, 'F"JOfmatft' 2 f f 1
aquette
but.that was not enough t0 g \Wwenninger 4 120
avoid the ten-run rule that  Zzeutenhorst 5 233
ended the game after seven  Beers 5 334
o . 8 Serie 5 110
Innings. Haugen 4 100
Declan Beers led the im-  Nath 2 110
BASEBALL 2020 SCHEDULES
Luverne Redbirds July 16  Tracy (Home) 7:30pm
June4  atBrandon Valley 4-3 W July 18  Marshall Tournament
June 13  at Castlewood 95 W July 20 Minneota (Home) 7:30pm
June 13 at Castlewood 9-0 W July 22  at Adrian 7:30pm
June 17 Tracy Engineers 12-1 W July 28  Jackson (Home 7:30pm
June 24 Ruthton Royals 10-0 W Ju|¥ 30 RTR (Horile) ) 7:30:m
June 26  Jackson Bulls 122 L Aug 7-8 End of Year Tournament
June 28 Tracy Engineers 12-0 W
July 1 at Milroy Irish 7-6 W
July5  atAdrian 13-2 W 17U (Junior Legion)
July 8 Renner Bullets (H) 7:30pm June 19 Renner 5-3 L
July9  at Renner 7:30pm June 20 Watertown 71 L
July 12 at Hadley 4:30pm June 21 West Central 55 T
July 15 Hadley (Home) 7:30pm July9  at Worthington 5:30pm
July 17 SF Brewers TBD July 13 at Marshall Black 5:30pm
July 19 Pipestone (Home) 2:00pm July 16  Tracy (Home) 5:30pm
July 22 Playoffs begin July 20 Minneota (Home) 5:30pm
July 22  at Adrian 5:30pm
. . July 27  at Marshall Orange 6:00pm
19U (American Legion) July 28  Jackson (Home)  6:00pm
June 19 Lennox 86 L July 30 Pipestone (Home) 5:30pm
June 20 Sioux Falls West 2-1 W Aug 7-8 End of Year Tournament
June 21 Fargo Bombers 10-5 W
July9  at Worthington 7:30pm  «p)| Schedules subject to change
July 13 Marshall (Home)  7:30pm ) 9

Outdoors columnist explains ‘rules of the road’ for different utility terrain vehicles

I was on a daylong, 75-
mile wildlife ride on my Po-
laris Rangerwith afew friends
Saturday to observe habitat
conditions on public lands
located in Nobles County.

One of the riders said
her friend didn’t know what
a side-by-side was. A side-
by-side is the slang term for a
4-wheeled all-terrainvehicle.I
don’tknowanyonewhocallsa
two-passenger, steeringwheel
equippedside-by-sidean ATV.

They are often referred to
as utility terrain vehicles. The
kindIridelookslike a4-wheel-
drive golf cart with much
higher ground clearance and
a much higher horsepower
motor than a golf cart might
have. It also looks a lot cooler.

There are several classifi-
cations of ATVs, and depend-
ing on the classification, it

THE OUTDOORS

determines when and where
you can legally ride them.
What classification your rig
falls in has to do with how
muchitweighsandhowwide
the wheelbase is.

Class 1 has a maximum
width of50inchesand a Class
2 has a maximum wheelbase
width of 65 inches. Many, but
not all, Kabotas manufac-
tured today for farm use are

By Scott Rall, Outdoors columnist

too big to be classified as an
ATV, which makes them illegal
toride on a state ATV trail.

Smaller 4-wheelers and
side-by-sides can be driven in
road ditches after the primary
nesting season for wildlife is
completed. This date is Aug.
1. Class 2 ATVs, which also in-
clude larger side-by-sides, are
never allowed to be driven in
road ditches.

Minnesotais quite liberal
whenitcomestoATVuse. You
candriveboth classesonmost
township and county roads,
but you need to stay as close
to the right shoulder as pos-
sible. This assumesyou have a
valid driver’slicense. Younger
drivers need an ATV training
certificate. They can be driven
on state roads as long as the
samerule is applied. No ATVs
can be driven on Interstate
highways.

As far as riding in town,
those rules are regulated city
by city. In Worthington you
canrideboth Class1and Class
2 ATVs on city streets as long
as the unit has mirrors, turn
signals and a permit sold by
the city. Each municipality
has its own laws, and for that
matter, each state.

InWisconsinyou canonly

travel ondesignated ATVroads.
This caused us some 20-mile
detourstryingto getbackto our
hotelin Clam Lake, Wisconsin.

In Nebraska there is no
ATV use at all on any public
road at any time unless you
are a farmer or rancher. No
ATVuseatall. Ifound this very
tourist unfriendly. We did ride
insomenational grasslandsin
Nebraska, butthiswas 118,000
acres ofnoelectricity or public
facilitieslike abathroomorice.

When you get to South
Dakota, they allow all ATV
classes on allroadsin the state
otherthaninterstate highways.
I have had ATVs blow by me
onMinnesota Avenuein Sioux
Falls with regularity. They are
trulyabasicform oftransporta-
tion in this state.

Consuming alcohol while
driving an ATV is not allowed.

The same rules about intoxica-
tion apply just as if you were
driving your car. These ve-
hicles are getting very popular,
but the regulations surround-
ingtheiruse havenotchanged
much over the past 15 years.

You can drive on the road
past a state park, but you can-
not drive through the state
park to enjoy the scenery or
wildlife. In many cases they
are treated like any other car
or truck, and in others they
are restricted like a wheeler.
My state contact told me the
reason state parks are off lim-
its is because they think folks
would go offroadand damage
the landscape.

Many people that own
these machines will replace
the off-road tires with street

Rall/continued on page 12
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The Star Herald reached out to churches for their worship information in the absence of in-person worship services,
due to coronavirus social distancing. Those who responded are listed here.
Those who would like to have information posted here should call the Star Herald or email editor @star-herald.com.

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne
St. Catherine Ph. 283-8502; www.stscl.org
Monsignor Gerald Kosse, Pastor
Public mass will be celebrated with a limit of 50 percent capacity of the
church. Masses: 9 a.m. Wednesday, 10 a.m. Friday and 8:30 a.m. Sunday.
No mass, communion service or rosary at care centers at this time. 5
p.m. Saturdays and 8:30 a.m. mass will be live streamed on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/pg/stccluverne/videos/. Visit www.stscl.org for
more information.

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne
Office Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982
www.luverncrc.com — office@luvernecrc.com
Roger Sparks, Pastor
We are streaming Sunday services live on Roger Sparks’ Facebook page at
9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Send him a friend request if you’re not connected.
You may also visit our website for delayed broadcasts. Also our services are
onlocal cable TV at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and at 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays.
In all circumstances, may we joyfully declare: “Our help is in the name of the
Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 124:8.

First Baptist Church
1033 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne
Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org

Walt Moser, Pastor
Sunday 10:30 a.m. worship service can be viewed live on Facebook through
a link on the website: www.fbcluverne.org or directly on our Facebook page:
First Baptist Church of Luverne MN. Services are posted to the website on
Tuesday and are available to view, along with past sermons. Vast Channel 3
will also air our service Thursdays at 8 p.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne
Ph. 507-283-4431; www.graceluverne.org — graceluverne@iw.net
Ron Nichols, Pastor / Ann Zastrow, Associate Pastor
Beginning Saturday weekly in-person worship services 5:30 p.m. Saturday
and 9 a.m. Sunday. Limited seating is available. Register online by 5 p.m. on
the church website or by calling the church office. Online, TV and Radio Wor-
ship options are still available. Online Sundays 9 a.m. on the church website
www.graceluverne.org, click Worship tab or go directly to our Facebook page
at Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne. TV: Vast Channel 3 will air our worship
service Mondays at 4:30 p.m. and Fridays at 6:30 p.m. Radio: KQAD-AM
Radio will air our worship service on Sundays at 8:15 p.m.

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne
Ph. 507-283-4571 or 507-449-0291 or 605-215-9834
pastorapalmquist67 @yahoo.com

Andrew Palmquist, Pastor
Online worship and devotions at home. See our Facebook page, Bethany
Lutheran Church (Luverne). Also visit els.org for online worship opportunities
with our sister churches.

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne
Ph. 283-8600; email: office@arcluverne.org
Mike Altena, Pastor

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. indoor service. Worship services are also broadcast on
Vast Channel 3 on Mondays at 6 p.m. and Wednesdays at 4 p.m. DVD’s
available upon request. To stay up to date on announcements, follow us on
Facebook and Instagram @arcluverne.

First Assembly of God Church
1075 110* Ave., 2 miles west of Luverne on County Rd. 4

United Methodist Church
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne
Ph. 283-4529; email: luverneumc @iw.net

Sunday, 10 a.m. Worship Service — live streamed. Thursdays 1-3 p.m. —
Rock County Food Shelf curbside. Saturday 8 p.m. — AA Meeting. Sunday
9:30 a.m. — Adult Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. — In house worship service
with communion — Services held on radio and live on Facebook. YouTube
will also have services posted. Prayer Warriors after service. 4:30 p.m. —
Genesis to Revelation Bible Study with safe distancing. Monday 8 p.m. —
AA Meeting and Wednesday, 6 p.m.

New Life Celebration Church
110 N. Oakley, Luverne
Ph. 449-6522; email: newlifecelebration@gmail.com

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne
Ph. 283-4787; email: Firstpc @iw.net— www.fpcluverne.com
Jason Cunningham, Pastor
Worship through Facebook Live atregular 10:15 time on Sunday morning. Our
Facebook page can be found under First Presbyterian Church of Luverne. We
are also on the local Luverne cable station at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Tuesdays
and 10 a.m. on Thursdays.

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne
Ph. 283-2316; email: stjohn@iw.net
www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org

Worship services Saturday 5:30 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. Limit is 75 people.
Attendees must call the church office prior to noon Saturday. Services will
be available on the Vast channel 3 Sunday and online at the city website,
cityofluverne.org.

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St., Luverne
Ph. 449-0057; www.livingrockswmn.org
Billy Skaggs, Pastor

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
305 E. 2 St., P.O. Box 36, Hardwick
Ph. (507) 669-2855; zionoffice @alliancecom.net
Jesse Baker, Pastor

Ben Clare United Methodist Church
26762 Ben Clare Ave., Valley Springs, S.D.
igtwlb@WOW.net
Bill Bates, Pastor

First Lutheran Church
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D.
Ph. (605) 757-6662
Laura Phillips, Pastor
Video worship via YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St., Garretson, S.D.
Ph. (507) 597-6257 — firstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Laura Phillips, Pastor
Video worship via YouTube at https:/www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3 St., P.O Box 73, Beaver Creek
Ph. 507-935-5025
email: lori.firstpres@gmail.com
Thursday 10 a.m. worship service on VAST and Mediacom. 7 p.m. Sunday
10:15a.m. worship service viewed live on First Presbyterian Church Facebook
page. Tuesday 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. worship service on VAST and Mediacom.

Magnolia United Methodist Church
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia
Ph. 605-215-3429
email: magnoliamnumc@gmail.com
Nancy Manning, Pastor

Steen Reformed Church
112 W. Church Ave., Steen
Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
112 N. Main St., Hills
Ph. 962-3270
Sunday, 10 a.m. Worship at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Hills. Worship
will be streamed live to Facebook at Bethlehem of Hills, Sunday morning at
10:30 a.m. You can find more info on our website blchills.org. Wednesday,
9 a.m. Quilting.

Hills United Reformed Church
410 S. Central Ave., Hills
Office Ph. 962-3254
hillsurc@alliancecom.net
Alan Camarigg, Pastor
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‘Jesus calls us’
over the hullabaloo

One of my favorite
hymns is “Jesus Calls
Us.” The hymn begins
with “Jesus calls us o’er
the tumult” Tumult refers
to commotion or confu-
sion; agitation rather than
calm.

I was curious, so I
looked up synonyms for

“tumult” in a thesaurus.
One of them listed was

“hullabaloo.” Hullabaloo
is aword I remember my
mom using. You could
say that Jesus calls us over
the hullabaloo. Maybe
that could make a good
modern version of the
song.

“Jesus Calls Us” was
written by a woman
named Cecil Frances
Alexander, a poet and
writer who was married
to a pastor named Wil-
liam Alexander. She was
very talented and prolific,
writing more than 400
poems and hymns during
her lifetime.

Once, when she was
teaching Sunday school,
one of her students asked
her if she could explain
the Apostles Creed. As
aresult, she was in-
spired to write a trio of
hymns. One of them
is “All Things Bright and
Beautiful,” which comes
from “I believe in God the
Father Almighty, Maker
of Heaven and Earth.” She
also wrote “Once in Royal
David’s City” to explain,

“He was born of the Virgin
Mary.” And to explain
the death of Jesus, “He
was crucified, dead and
buried,” she wrote, “There
is a Green Hill Far Away.”
All of those are classic
Christian hymns.

On Nov. 25, 1852, she
wrote a poem inspired by
the sermon her husband
had preached that morn-
ing. When she showed
it to him, he asked her
to come up with a hymn
related to the message
for the next Sunday about
Jesus calling the disciples.

She thought for a
while and then wrote

“Tesus Calls Us O’er the
Tumult.” ... Jesus calls us
over the hullabaloo in our
lives.

The tune it is paired
with is called “Galilee”
because Jesus called the
first disciples when they
were beside the sea of

BuiLT ON
A Rock

Pastor Jason
Cunningham
First Presbyterian
Church, Luverne

Galilee.

The song is not really
as much about Jesus call-
ing those first disciples as
itis about Jesus calling us
to follow him and to be his
people today. It is present
tense and personal: Jesus
calls us and he calls us
over whatever commo-
tion, confusion, agitation
or busyness we might be
engaged in.

“Our life’s wild restless
sea” That’s a great meta-
phor for human life: a wild,
restless sea, especially in
this time of pandemic and
protest. So it’s good news
that Jesus can call to us
over the hullabaloo!

Jesus’ call is persis-
tent and ongoing, say-
ing, “Christian, follow me.”
Jesus ... calls ... us.... Jesus
calls us, persistently, in an
ongoing way that’s meant
to draw us near.

I recently read an
observation about Christ’s
call and love. The author
said, “Just as a planet
rushing through space is
only a comet or meteor
hurtling through space
until it is caught by some
central sun and begins to
revolve around that sun
as its center, so my life is
an aimless comet burning
itself out in self-will until it
finds the pull and attrac-
tion of Christ’s love and
then revolves around him.”

Jesus calls us, over
the hullabaloo that we so
often experience as part of
the human condition. That
is a source of great hope!

The song ends by rec-
ognizing our need for the
grace of Jesus Christ and
asks for help in hearing
and heeding the call of Je-
sus. “Jesus calls us, and by
your mercies, Savior, may
we hear your call and then
serve and love you best of
all”

In these challenging
days, may we hear Jesus
over the tumult of times.
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UBLIC NOTICES

Elk Creek Solar
public hearing July 23

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND COMMENT PERIOD
In the Matter of the Applications of Elk Creek Solar, LLC for a Certificate of
Need and a Site Permit for the up to 80 MW Elk Creek Solar Project in
Rock County, Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission (PUC) Docket Number: IP7009/CN-19-351 and
IP7009/GS-19-495
Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) Docket Number: OAH 71-2500-36619

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commis-
sion) will hold a remote-access public hearing on the certificate of need and site permit
applications of Elk Creek Solar, LLC (Elk Creek) for its proposed 80 megawatt (MW)
photovoltaic solar energy conversion project in Rock County, Minnesota. Due to the
current COVID-19 pandemic, the Commission has suspended inperson meetings
and hearings. The Commission is using remote-access technology to conduct
meetings and hearings to ensure continued public participation and information
sharing opportunities. The remote-access public hearing will be held on the following
date and time:

Date: Thursday, July 23, 2020

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Location: Remote-Access Hearing (telephone and/or internet)

*The hearing will end when all attendees have had the opportunity to comment
and all other business has been concluded. This may occur before the stated end time
for the public hearing. If you wish to participate, you are encouraged to join the hearing
when it begins.

A portion of the public hearing will be reserved for taking questions and comments.
To participate, follow the directions below to access the hearing over the telephone to
listen or provide verbal comments (audio only). If you are also interested in accessing
the video portion of the hearing, follow the directions below to view the presentation
over the internet (video only — no audio). If you wish to watch the video stream with
audio, you will need to join by both phone and internet. Written comments may also be
submitted during the comment period following the hearing using the methods described
in this notice.

Join the hearing by telephone

Phone: (800) 374-0221

Conference ID: 6151866

An operator will assist you.

To view the presentation, join the hearing by internet (video only — no audio)

Navigate on your computer to: https:/tinyurl.com/yd988x7j or

https://minnesota.webex.com

Event Number: 146 468 0999

Event Password: SefBH4XjP25

Please join the hearing 5-10 minutes prior to the start time.

PUC Docket Numbers 19-351 (Certificate of Need) and 19-495 (Site Permit)
OAH Docket Number OAH 71-2500-36619

Please contact Charley Bruce at651-201-2251 or publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us,
if you have questions on how to participate or have trouble participating.

Tofind out if the hearing is canceled call 1-855-731-6208 or 651-201-2213 or visit
mn.gov/puc.

Information on the application review process and documents related to the pro-

posed projectincluding materials from the public hearing, the site permit application, and
the environmental assessment are available on the Department of Commerce website:
https://mn.gov/eera/web/project/13739/ and the Commission’s website at mn.gov/puc,
select eDockets, enter the year (19) and the docket number (495), and select Search.
You may also find information on the certificate of need at the same address by entering
the year (19) and docket number (351) and selecting Search.
Project Description

Elk Creek proposes to construct the Elk Creek Solar Project (Project), a solar
energy conversion facility with an 80-megawatt (MW) alternating current (AC) nameplate
capacity, in Vienna Township, Rock County, Minnesota.

Elk Creek filed a certificate of need application with the Commission on September

16, 2019. On behalf of the Commission, the Department of Commerce Energy Environ-

mental Review and Analysis unit has prepared an environmental assessment (EA) of
the project. The EA describes the human and environmental impacts of the project and
methods to mitigate potential impacts.

Elk Creek also submitted a site permit application under the alternative review
process (Minnesota Statute 216E.04; Minnesota Rule 7850.2800-3900). Elk Creek
proposes to construct the Elk Creek Solar Project (Project), a solar energy conversion
facility with an 80-megawatt (MW) AC nameplate capacity, in Vienna Township, Rock
County, Minnesota.

Public Hearing and Process Information

The purpose of the public hearing is to obtain public input on the proposed project
and compile the record for the Commission to consider in making a final decision on
the site permit application. The Honorable Jessica Palmer-Denig, Administrative Law
Judge, will administer the hearing and will provide the Commission with a summary of
the public comments received during this proceeding. The public hearing and written

comment period afford interested persons the opportunity to ask questions of the ap-

plicant and agency staff and to offer oral and written comments on the merits of the
proposed project, on the environmental assessment, and on conditions to be considered
for inclusion in a site permit. The public hearing is being conducted in accordance with
the requirements of Minn. Stat. §§ 216B.243, Subd. 4, 216E.03, Subd. 6 and 216E.04,
and Minn. R. 7850.3800.
Minnesota Statutes and Rules. This CN application for this project is being reviewed
under Minnesota Statutes chapter 216B.243 and Minnesota Rules chapter 7849. The
site permit application is being reviewed under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 216E and
Minnesota Rules chapter 7850. The rules and statutes are available for review at: www.
revisor.mn.gov.
PUC Docket Numbers 19-351 (Certificate of Need) and 19-495 (Site Permit)
OAH Docket Number OAH 71-2500-36619
Written Comment Period

Written comments will be accepted through August 10, 2020, by 4:30 p.m. Please
include the docket number (19-495) in all communications. Comments received after
the close of the comment period may or may not be considered by the Commission.

Please focus your comments on information that will help answer the following
questions:

+Shouldthe Commission grant a certificate of need and site permit for the proposed

project?

*Is the proposed project needed and in the public interest?

*What are the human and environmental impacts of the project, and how can

these impacts be addressed in the site permit?

I a site permit is granted, what additional conditions or requirements should be

included in a site permit for the facility?

*Are there other project-related issues or concerns?
Comments may be submitted via:
Online: Visit mn.gov/puc, select Comment and follow the prompts.
Email: publicadvisor.puc@state.mn. us
U.S. Mail: Public Advisor — Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

121 7th Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

Important. Comments will be made available to the public via the Commission’s web-

site, except in limited circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data
Practices Act. The Commission does not edit or delete personal identifying information
from submissions.

Additional Information
Filing Requirements. Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state
agencies are required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system
(eFiling): https://www.edockets. state.mn.us/EFiling.

Full Case Record. Documents related to the certificate of need and site permit applica-

tions for the proposed project including materials from the public hearing, the site permit
application, andthe environmental assessment are available onthe Commission’s website
atmn.gov/puc, selecteDockets, enter the year (19) and the docket number (357 or 495),
and select Search. You may also find information specific to the site permit application
and the environmental assessment on the Department of Commerce website: https:/
mn.gov/eera/web/project/13739.

Subscribe to the Docket. To receive email notification when new documents are
filed in this matter visit: https://www.edockets.state.mn. us/EFiling, select Subscribe to
Dockets and follow the prompts.

PUC Docket Numbers 19-351 (Certificate of Need) and 19-495 (Site Permit)

OAH Docket Number OAH 71-2500-36619

Project Mailing List. Sign up to receive notices about project milestones and opportuni-

ties to participate or change your mailing preference. Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us
or call Leesa Norton at 651-201-2246 with the docket number (19-351 or 19-495), your
name, mailing address, and email address.

Questions about these dockets or Commission process and procedure? Contact
Commission staff, Michael Kaluzniak at mike.kaluzniak@state.mn.us or 651-201-2257
or Charley Bruce, Public Advisor, at publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us or 651-201-2251.

If any reasonable accommodation is needed to enable you to fully participate in
this hearing, please contact the Commission at 651-296-0406 or 1-800-657-3782 at
least one week in advance of the hearing.

To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call
651.296.0406 (voice). Persons with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their
preferred Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for
assistance.
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ELK CREEK SOLAR PROJECT LOCATION
(07-09)

Luverne School District seeks
bids for dairy products

REQUEST FOR BIDS
LUVERNE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Notice is hereby given that bids will be received until 10:30 a.m. on
Thursday, July 16, 2020, at the Office of the Superintendent, Luverne High
School, Luverne, Minnesota, for the furnishing of the following products:
A. Dairy Products
Detailedspecificationsandinformationareavailable atthe Office ofthe Superintendent
of Schools.

The School Board reserves the right to reject any and all quotes and bids and

to waive any technicalities.
Tim Jarchow,
Clerk
(07-02, 07-09)

Luverne School District seeks

quotes for vehicle fuels

REQUEST FOR QUOTES
LUVERNE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Notice is hereby given that quotes for vehicle fuels will be received
until 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, July 16, 2020, at the Office of Superintendent, Luverne
High School, Luverne, Minnesota.
Detailed specifications and information are available at the Office of the
Superintendent of Schools.
The School Board reserves the right to reject any and all quotes and bids and
to waive any technicalities.
Tim Jarchow
Clerk
(07-02, 07-09)

Wall descent
of property

STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT
FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COUNTY OF ROCK PROBATE COURT DIVISION

In Re: Estate of Court File No. 67-PR-20-152
Kay Ellen Wall a/k/a Kay Wall,

Deceased ORDER FOR HEARING

PETITION FOR DESCENT
OF PROPERTY

The Petition of Donald K. Wall, dated the 8th day of June, 2020, having been filed
in this Court representing that the above named decedent has been dead for more than
three years leaving certain property therein described, and requesting that the descent
of said property be determined and assigned by the Court to the persons entitled thereto.

ITISHEREBY ORDERED, Thatsaid Petition be heard on Monday, the 20th day of
July, 2020, at 8:30 0’clock a.m. by the above named Court at Luverne, State of Minnesota.

ITISFURTHER ORDERED Thatthe petitioner give notice of said hearinginthe man-
nerprescribedby M.S.A.524.1-401 to all persons entitled to notice pursuanttoM.S.A. 524.3-

403 and to all persons who have filed a demand for notice pursuant to M.S.A. 524.3-204.

Dated: June 29, 2020 Is/ Terry S. Vajgrt

District Court Judge
Douglas E. Eisma /s/ Denise Brandel
Attorney for Petitioner Court Administrator
EISMA & EISMA
130 East Main Street
Luverne, MN 56156
(507) 283-4828
I.D. #158343 (07-09, 07-16)

FREE!

Savings Include an American
Standard Right Height Toilet
FREE! ($500 Value)

Walk-In Tubs

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

v Backed by American Standard’s 140 years of experience

v Ulira low entry for easy entering & exiting

v Patented Quick Drain® Technology

v Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND installation,
INCLUDING labor backed by American Standard

8 v 44 Hydrotherapy jets for an invigorating massage
Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

877-381-3271

Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/network

N

Luverne School District seeks

quotes for bakery products

REQUEST FOR QUOTES
LUVERNE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Notice is hereby given that quotes for bakery products will be received until
11:30 a.m. on Thursday, July 16, 2020, at the Office of the Superintendent, Luverne
High School, Luverne, Minnesota.
Detailedspecificationsandinformationareavailable atthe Office ofthe Superintendent
of Schools.
The School Board reserves the right to reject any and all quotes and bids and
to waive any technicalities.
Tim Jarchow
Clerk
(07-02, 07-09)

Filing dates set for
election to Dist. 671
School Board

NOTICE OF FILING DATES FOR ELECTION TO THE SCHOOL BOARD
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 671
HILLS-BEAVER CREEK PUBLIC SCHOOLS

STATE OF MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the period for filing affidavits of candidacy for
the office of school board member of Independent School District No. 671 shall begin
on July 28, 2020, and shall close at 5:00 o'clock p.m. on August 11, 2020.

The general election shall be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2020. At that election,
three (3) members will be elected to the School Board for terms of four (4) years each.

Affidavits of Candidacy are available from the school district clerk, 301 N. Summit
Ave, Hills, MN. The filing fee for this office is $2. A candidate for this office must be an
eligible voter, must be 21 years of age or more on assuming office, must have been
a resident of the school district from which the candidate seeks election for thirty (30)
days before the general election, and must have no other affidavit on file for any other
office at the same primary or next ensuing general election.

The affidavits of candidacy must be filed in the office of the school district clerk
and the filing fee paid prior to 5:00 o'clock p.m. on August 11, 2020.

Dated: June 22, 2020
BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD
/s/ Tamara Rauk
School District Clerk
(07-02, 07-09)

Veldkamp probate

STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK FIFTH JUDICIAL COURT

Court File No.: 67-PR-20-132

In Re: Estate of NOTICE OF INFORMAL

PROBATE OF WILL AND

Elmer B. Veldkamp, INFORMAL APPOINTMENT OF
Decedent, PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is given that an Application for Informal Probate of Will and Infor-
mal Appointment of Personal Representative was filed with the Registrar, along
with a Will dated June 25, 2013. The Registrar accepted the application and
appointed Jim L. Veldkamp, whose address is 152-251st Street, Jasper, Min-
nesota 56144, to serve as the personal representative of the decedent's estate.

Any heir, devisee or other interested person may be entitled to appointment
as personal representative or may object to the appointment of the personal rep-
resentative. Any objection to the appointment of the personal representative must
be filed wiht the Court, and any properly filed objection will be heard by the Court
after notice is provided to interested persons of the date of hearing on the objection.

Unless objections are filed, and unless the Court orders otherwise, the
personal representative has the full power to administer the estate, including, after
thirty (30) days from the issuance of letters testamentary, the power to sell, encumber,
lease, or distribute any interest in real estate owned by the decedent.

Noticeisfurthergiventhat, subjecttoMinn. Stat. §524.3-801,allcreditorshavingclaims
againstthe decedent's esatate are required to present the claims to the personalrepresenta-
tive ortothe Courtwithin four (4) months after the date of this notice or the claims will be barred.

Dated: 6-14-20 /sl Terry Vajgrt
District Court Judge

Attorney for the personal representative: /s/ Denise Brandel

Mark R. Krogstad Court Administrator

Davenport, Evans, Hurwitz & Smith, LLP
P.0. Box 1030

Sioux Falls, SD 57101-1030

(605) 336-2880

Attorney No.: 0391223 (07-02, 07-09)

MRCOOL DIY® Air Conditioner &

Heater You Can Install Yourself

v~ EASY DIY INSTALLATION
~ NO SPECIAL TOOLS REQUIRED
~v ENERGY EFFICIENT

CALL 855-617-1814 e
INGRAM'S i

WATER & AIR EQUIPMENT HE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

Leaf Filter

P ROTECTI ON

BEFORE LeafFilter ;

A COMPANY OF

E r::z;: . JLHS

1561 103

YOUR ENTIRE SENIOR& MILITARY
PURCHASE DISCOU

5 i

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!™

Prom& Number: 285

Q K¥rec isnmare (1°8557845:8425

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Offer valid at estimate only.
CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344
License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFF-
NW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# HO1067000 Registration# 176447 Registration#
HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration#
IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H




| CARDS OF THANKS |

An extreme thank you to
all that attended Pauline’s
Memorial on the 27th. It was
very sad for me as we’d been
together over 25 years but |
know she’s well again. A big
thank you to all the care giv-
ers at our Hospice Cottage.
Thank you to all,
Bill Martin

We would like to thank every-
one who helped us during this
difficult time of Don’s (Bai-
ly’s) passing. Thank you to
the friends that stayed with us
until help came. Thank you to
Rock County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and Lismore Fire Depart-
ment. Thank you to Hartquist
Funeral Home. Thank you to
Pastor Ann at Grace Lutheran
Church. Thank you family and
friends for all the love and
support you offered. Words
cannot express our gratitude.

God Bless You All,

Nora Halverson

Derek & Pam Halverson 1 Bedroom
and family, For those 62+ or Disabled
Ryan & Kelly Halverson Includes ALL utilities!
and family,
Nicole Halverson 507-283-2652

(7.9-7.11)  |Equal Housing Opportunity
LloydManagementinc.com
| SERVICES |
ﬁ
WE HAVE SEVERAL w
CREWS OF BEAN
WALKERS. .
O

We also pick rock,
put up and take down
fences. We will do any

type of farm work.

Call 712-943-2084,
712-251-3277 or
712-899-5219

| RENTALS |

|  EMPLOYMENT |

|  EMPLOYMENT |

For Rent: Two-bedroom ground
level apartment with AC avail-
able in Luverne. On-site laun-
dry; off-street parking. Close
to downtown and senior center.
No pets, no smoking. Heat/wa-
ter included in rent. 507-290-
0266. rtc

For Rent: One-bedroom apart-
ment in Magnolia. Refrigera-
tor, stove, washer and dryer
furnished. References required.
Contact Jean, 283-8593; Kelly
220-5198. (6.25-7.11)

For Rent: City of Kennth has a
large storage unit for rent (old
fire department). Available
immediately. Call or text Sue
Tweet at 507-227-4140 for deta
ils. (7.9-7.25)

NOW LEASING
CENTENNIAL
APARTMENTS

2 & 3 Bedroom Townhome
* Available Immediately
* One-stall Garage
* Updated Amenities
* Quiet Neighborhood
*$750 (2 bed)/$825 (3 bed)
/month. Utilities OYO

Call Schomacker's
507-227-2183 for showings.

INJURED AT WORK?
DISABILITY DENIED?

Contact Us Today

Parkview Manor is hiring:
*Dietary Manager- FT-Day shift.
Must have a current Dietary
Manager certification or can
take the Dietary manager
course to become certified
Must be ServSafe certi-
fied or can become certified
Experience is helpful in long-

term care. *C.N.A.-New
Increased Starting Wage of
$14.50- begins July 6, 3-11
shift (2 positions) - FT 6a-
1:30p or 6a-3p (2 positions)-
PT «LPN/RN- Day Shift-PT
*MDS Coordinator/Charge
Nurse/Restorative- FT — must
work every 3rd weekend as a
charge nurse

Please contact Suzanne at 507-
967-2482 to set up an interview
for the Nursing Dept. positions.

(7.2-7.18)

|  MISCELLANEOUS |

HAVE A UNIQUE SERVICE
OR BUSINESS? Get the
word out to over 1.4 million
households. Call WIDE AREA

CCSI is actively seeking care-
givers at both of our homes
located in LUVERNE, MIN-
NESOTA. Caregivers assist
individuals who have devel-
opmental and or physical dis-
abilities with housekeeping
duties, personal cares, pro-
gram goals and more. We are
seeking individuals who are
friendly, compassionate and
dependable to work PT, FT and
overnight block schedules. Our
block schedules offer fixed
hours, include every other
weekend and rotating holidays.
Most schedules offer an aver-
age of 38 hours per week and
are benefit-eligible positions.
CCSI has a new starting wage
and we provide paid train-
ing!! For information on the
current block schedules avail-
able, please contact Brenda at
the CCSI office in Worthington
at (507)376-3171 extension 2.
CCSl is an EEO/AA Employer.

(7.4-7.23)

Oasis Care Home located in
Luverne is hiring part-time
weekend/overnight shift. Con-

CLASSIFIEDS = today, 507-  (act Mandy with questions
359-7326. (tc)  507-449-6156. (7.9-7.25)
|  EMPLOYMENT | |  EMPLOYMENT |

A HOME WITH A HEART!

The Tuff Memorial Home is currently hiring
a part time Evening Cook - 11am-7:30pm;
3 days per week & every other weekend
a part time Day Cook - 5am-1:30pm;

3 days per week & every other weekend
a part time Day Nurse (LPN or RN);

1 day per week & every 3rd weekend & every 3rd holiday

full time Certified Nurse Aids-all shifts;

8 hour shift every other weekend and every other holiday
*benefit eligible position*

A |

C1LASSIFIEDS
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HELP WANTED | |  HELP WANTED

ACCOUNTANT

OBJECTIVE:

¢ Help produce financial information for farrow to wean producers

by maintaining and performing daily accounting tasks which
includes reconciling accounts, preparing reports, performing
cash management, and reviewing profitability statements

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS

e Maintain financial records associated with farrow to wean hog
producers
Analyze general ledger accounts to ensure all business
transactions are recorded accurately and timely
Reconcile bank accounts on a monthly basis
Maintain general ledger accounts by reconciling accounts
receivable; inventory; prepaid expenses; fixed assets and
depreciation, other assets, accounts payable, and accrued
expenses
Prepare balance sheets, income statements, and other financial
statements required under standard operating procedures
Prepare and submit weekly/monthly reports
Ensure cost tracking of projects at farms
Variance analysis
Year-end close (prepare info for tax preparers and answer
questions)

POSITION SPECIFICATIONS

e Detail oriented and highly organized

e Basic understanding of tax basis accounting

e Proven ability to work in a team environment

e Proven ability to problem solve

EDUCATION
e BSC/BA in accounting, finance, or related field
¢ Qualifications (ACA, CMA) preferred
 Experience: 2+ years year of accounting experience, preferably
in the agriculture field

PIPESTONE

WWW.PIPESTONE.COM

Apply today online at www.pipestonesystem.com

or call Human Resources at 507-825-2532.
Pre-employment background screening required.

GENERAC
——

Prepare for
power outages

with a Generac

home standby
generator

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

For Free Advice

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

Workers' Compensation
Long-Term Disability
Social Security Disability

& FIELDS
LAW FIRM

507-923-4169
www.GetFields.com

Please
Recycle

READ THE
NEWS
ONLINE!

News
Sports

Opinion

Videos

Photo
Galleries

Columns

The Tuff Village is currently hiring

full time & part time Assistant Living Care Providers
No Nurse Aid experience needed, we provide on the job training.

Tuff Memorial Home is the Home with a Heart. We offer
competitive wages, a generous time off policy, double time
for holidays and in-house meal program and a compas-
sionate care-giving team.

Please visit our website at www.tuffmemorialhome.com
to download an application or call 507-962-3275 Ext. 3

Competitive Wage - Full Benefits
k Pension Plan - Friendly Atmoshpere ‘

Day and evening.

MCAN

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network

855-984-8982

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Offer valid March 16, 2020 - July 12, 2020

GENERAC

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

*Terms & Conditions Apply

== STATEWIDE —
CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT

BOILER OPERATOR/

HVAC TECHNICIAN
The primary responsibility of this posi-
tion is to operate the boilers and cooling
plant equipment in a manner that provides
a constant reliable volume of steam and
chilled water to meet campus needs, as
well as maintenance of related equip-
ment. Minnesota First Class Grade B High
Pressure Boiler License required. This is
a full-time benefit eligible position. To
view complete job description and to ap-
ply, please visit https://hr.cord.edu EOE/
AA. Criminal background check required.

FARM EQUIPMENT

LOW CROP PRICES
HURTING FARM INCOME?
Lease hunting rights and get paid.
Strong hunter demand. Call the pros
today: 866/309-1507 Promo code: 195
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

WANTED TO BUY

BUYING AND SELLING
any gold and silver items, collector coins,
diamonds, gold jewelry, silver dollars, rare
currency. No collection too big. Kuehl’s
Coins, Fairmont, Minnesota507-235-3886,
507-399-9982, open 10:30 a.m.—5:30 p.m.

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED: ALL 1970S
MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Prices

will fall soon. Sell now while prices
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WANTED 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not, no title okay! Get
cash and make some room! Always
paying more! Call Mike at 320/420-7675

ENJOY 100%
PERFECTLY TENDER
and guaranteed! 20 main courses plus
get 4 free burgers. Order the Butcher’s
Bundle - only $69.99. Call 844/331-1614
mention code: 61086TVG or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/dinner397

DIRECTYV SWITCH & SAVE!
$39.99/month. Select all-included pack-
age. 155 channels. 1000s of shows/mov-
ies on demand. Free Genie HD DVR
upgrade. Premium movie channels,
FREE for 3 months! Call 877/350-0094

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck or boat to Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax

deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

MOBILEHELP
America’s premier mobile medical
alert system. Whether you’re home
or away. For safety and peace of]

mind. No long term contracts! Free
brochure! Call today! 855/610-5151

AT&T WIRELESS
Two great new offers! Ask how to get
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer.
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464

DISH NETWORK $59.99
For 190 channels! Add high speed
internet for only $19.95/month. Call
today for $100 gift card! Best value
& technology. Free installation. Call
855/562-4309 (some restrictions apply)

IRdvertise here statewide in 230* newspapers FOR only
$279 per week! Call 800-279-2979 or this newspaper
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MDH explains contact tracing process

Contact tracing is an im-
portant step in fighting CO-
VID-19.

Contact tracing is a dis-
ease-control measure and a
patient support system used
by Public Health to fight
against the spread of CO-
VID-19. Asymptomaticpeople
whodon’tlookorfeel sickcan
spread the virus.

“Our goal is to slow the
spread, especially to our vul-
nerable populations, by figur-
ing out who has the virus and
who they may have exposed
during the time they were
possibly infectious,” said Dr.
Steven Meister, chief medical
officer at Avera Marshall.

When a person tests posi-
tive, they canexpecta callfrom
the Minnesota Department
of Health (MDH) or MDH
representative, usuallywithin
24 hours of being notified by
their health care provider. It
is extremely important for
people to answer the phone
when the contact tracer calls.

Contact tracers will never

ask for your social security
number, your bank account
or credit card information.
Tracers work with patients to
identify symptoms, provide
education, and pinpoint any
close contacts

Here are some things to
think about prior to their call:

1. What symptoms are you
experiencing? When did they
begin?

2.Doyou have underlying
conditions? (diabetes, asthma,
heart disease, etc.)

3.Doyou knowwhere you
were exposed? Have you had
contactwitha COVID-19case?

4. Who have you been in
close contact with (within 6
feet for 15 minutes or more)
starting two days before your
symptoms started? Begin
gathering their names and
contact information, if pos-
sible.

A contact tracer will then
inform close contacts of their
potential exposure as rapidly
and sensitively as possible.
Close contacts are provided

Sponsored by City of Hills & HBCS Communlty Club
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Lu¥Verne GiftCards
Blue Mound Liquor avai Iable

Follow us on [ (@)

LUV

Blue Mound Liquor

319 W Main St, Luverne 507-449-5052

SAVE $15.00

AFTER REBATE

g off the purchase of any THREE (3) 24-packs of Coors
% Light, Coors Banquet or Molson Canadian (mix or match,
€ @ & 12 oz bottles or cans or cans OR 16 oz. cans only).

PURCHASE MUST OCCUR BETWEEN 6/18/20 - 7/21/20

serne

with information and sup-
port to understand their risk
includingwhattheyshoulddo
to separate themselves from
others, how to monitor them-
selves for illness, and explain
the possibility that they could
still be infectious, even if they
do not feel ill.

Contacts are encouraged
to isolate in their home for 14
days after their last exposure
and monitor their symp-
toms, including taking their
temperature twice daily and
watching for other symp-

of motor vehicles.

higher freight.

tiresasmuch oftheiruseison city streets
or other maintained roadways. Registration
ofthese “halfpassenger card,” “halfoff-road”
travelersis done bythe Minnesota DNRwith
each renewal lasting three years.

I think it would be time for these units
to be allowed to be registered as a regular
car-truck and renewed at the department

I assume the cost of doing so would
skyrocket, but for those who want unlim-
ited ATV travel on any road, not interstates,
they would most likely be willing to pay the

Rall outdoor column/continued from page 8

There are lots of other regulations de-
pending on your age. Things like helmets,
seatbelts, crossinghighwaysare altogether
different if you are under 18 years old.

This is a great way to get out and see
nature. Take the opportunity to ride with a
friend. Itwon’tbe long untilyou have your
own side-by-side.

Scott Rall, Worthington, is a habitat
conservationist, avid hunting and fish-
ing enthusiast and is president of Nobles
County Pheasants Forever. He can be
reached at scottarall@gmail.com. or on
Twitter @habitat champion.

toms like cough/shortness of
breath, chills and loss of taste/
smell.

Contacts who develop

symptoms should promptly On July 16 from 3:30 to

isolate themselves and notify
their health care provider.
“Contacttracingisjustone
stepinmitigating the effects of
this virus. We need the com-
munities’ help. We can do a
better job notifying those who
may have been exposed if we
get accurate and timely infor-
mation from those who are
called,” said Carol Biren, pub-
lic health director, Southwest
Health and Human Services.
For more information on
contact tracing, go to: https://
www.health.state.mn.us/dis-
eases/coronavirus/tracing.

7:30 p.m. children are invited
to the Luverne City Park for a
socially distanced “Hot Dig-
gity Dog” 15-step challenge
course. Those who complete
the course receive a ribbon
and free snow cone.

The 10" Annual Wiener-
man World Championship
will continue as planned with

some pandemic precautions.

This year’s four-person
triathlon race is scheduled to
start at 6 p.m. Friday, July 17,
at The Lake. Each leg — run-
ning, kayaking, and biking

— includes a hot dog eating

challenge.

Lanphere said plans
came together just in the
past couple of weeks for a

Hot Dog Week preview/continued from page 1

“socially distanced twist” on

the 58" annual Hot Dog “week”
celebration.

“We just got all the pieces
together for the events,” she
said Monday. “It took a while
to get everyone on the same
page”

See the Chamber’s web-
site, luvernechamber.com for
details, or call 507-283-4061.

Acreage reporting deadline/continued from page 3

planted by the acreage report-
ing date, the acreage must
be reported no later than 15
calendar days after planting

html is completed.

CITY COUNCIL POSITIONS OPEN

Notice of filing
Affidavit of Candidacy for Mayor and Council Members

City of Hills, Minnesota

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the filing for Mayor
and two Council Members will open on Tuesday, July 28th, and shall
close on Tuesday, August 11th, 2020 at 5:00 P.M. File at the Hills City
ClerK’s Office, 301 South Main Avenue. Filings will be accepted from
July 28th through August 10th from 9:00 A.M.-Noon; and on August
11th from 9:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. Call 962-3290 for more information.
The following criteria must be met for the Mayor and Council seats.
The candidate

- Must be an eligible voter

- Have no other affidavit on file as a candidate for any office

at the general election

- Is, or will be on assuming office, 21 years of age or older

- Will have maintained residence in the City of Hills for 30

days prior to the election

- Must pay a $2.00 filing fee at the time of filing

The offices to be elected for which filings are open are as follows:
Mayor - 1 (four year term)
Council members - 2 (four year terms)

Connie Wiertzema

City Clerk-Treasurer

FSAisalsoprovidingaddi-
tional flexibilities for produc-
ers to file on acres with failed
crops or crops that were pre-
vented from plantingbecause
of extreme weather events.

For insured crops, pro-
ducers who timely filed a pre-
vented planted claim with the
reinsurance companybutfiled
a Notice of Loss (CCC-576)
form after the deadline will
be considered timely filed for
FSA purposes. For uninsured
crops, producers may start a

24/7 ... Ra

Working for you-
meeting your needs.

Your local, independent
agent will be there.

INSURANCE
South Hwy. 75, Luverne, MN « Ph. 507-283-2381

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE

LIFE + HOME « CAR + BUSINESS

Notice of Loss by calling their
FSA county office.

When producers work
with FSA staff they can also
take care of applications for
other FSA programs, includ-
ing the Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program (CFAP). A
CFAP Call Center is available
for producers who would like
additional one-on-one sup-
portwiththe CFAPapplication
process. Rock County FSA of-
ficeis507-283-2369.Pipestone
FSA office is 507-825-5478.

in or Shine . ..

Steve Smedsrud, CIC

A note from Mayor Patrick T. Baustian ﬁt/e’fe A// Y//, M/s Toye]%ef

mn.gov/covid19

1. Restaurants

We can continue to enjoy many of our traditional summer activities

in public settings and continuing personal hygiene habits.

Governor Walz’s Executive Order
Under Phase Il of the Stay Safe MN Plan

Things are trending in the right direction, but we
must continue to Stay Safe Minnesota.

« Indoor dining while maintaining social distancing
* reservations required
+ May seat no more than 50 percent occupancy

2. Social gatherings
« Indoor social gatherings can take place with 10 people or less
« Outdoor social gatherings can take place with 25 people or less

MM MiINNesoOTA

more than 50 persons

e Open for outdoor dining or curbside pickup/delivery only
e Ensure at least 6 feet of distance with maximum on- premises capacity to no

e Limit table service to 4 persons, or 6 if part of one family unit

Well done Luverne, we were able to celebrate our country’s independence while adhering to social distancing.

albeit in smaller numbers while staying the course of social distancing protocol, wearing masks

LUVERNE IS TAKING ACTION

EMPLOYER PREPAREDNESS PLAN REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST
Businesses and employers providing food and beverages for outside on-site
consumption (such as bars, restaurants, bakeries, grocery stores and convenience
stores) must develop and implement a COVID-19 Business Preparedness Plan that
addresses the following components. Businesses must ensure the Plan is evaluated,
monitored, executed, and updated under the supervision of a designated Plan
Administrator. Employers must ensure the Plan is posted at all of the business’s
workplaces in readily accessible locations that will allow for the Plan to be readily
reviewed by all workers, as required.

KEY REQUIREMENTS:

e Develop and implement a COVID-19 Preparedness Plan

3. Gyms, personal fitness, yoga studios, & martial arts
« May open at 25 percent capacity

4. Entertainment venues
* Indoor entertainment venues such as theaters and concert halls, can open at
25 percent capacity.
* Recreational indoor entertainment venues, such as bowling alleys,
arcades, and museums may open at 25 percent capacity.
« Outdoor entertainment venues, such as sporting events, concerts, and theaters
may open at 25 percent capacity.

5. Personal services
* Personal services, such as salons, tattoo parlors, and barbershops, may
increase occupancy rates to 50 percent while requiring reservations.

6. Places of worship
* Places of worship can increase occupancy rates to 50 percent.

*The City of Luverne will work with local Restaurants and Bars to help them
with outdoor seating where possible.

Further clarification located at:
https://mn.gov/governor/news/#/detail/appld/1/id/434917

e Require reservations; do not allow walk-in customers

e Require masks or face shields to be worn be workers

e and strongly recommend masks for all customers

e Establish regular disinfection routine and train workers

For Minnesota-specific information on the virus, along with resources about keeping yourself and those around you safe, the MDH https:/www.
health.state.mn.us/ website has everything you need. Otherwise, read more from the CDC https://www.cdc.gov/ on how to stay healthy and safe.

, N%A e
mef«‘

Join us for a mostly virtual Hot Dog Week Celebration!
/ am confident that Luverne Area Residenis, working fogetter,
wiill emerge from This pandeinic much stronger as a community.

LU verne

N NESOTA

a‘éve The lite!

Sincerely,

S it

Mayor Patrick T. Baustian
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