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Hardwick Green Lantern hosts modified Jubilee Day event ... See Page 6

Federal CARES Act funds approved for Minnesota communities

By Mavis Fodness
In addition to the $1.18 million 

Rock County receives from the CARES 
Act, towns  with populations greater 
than 200 will also receive their own 
allocations as follows:
•Luverne (city) $355,983
•Hills $50,327
•Beaver Creek (city) $21,547
•Magnolia (city) $15,746

Township allocated amounts:
•Luverne Township 	 $11,550
•Beaver Creek Township 	$9,275
•Martin Township $9,175
•Clinton Township $6,700
•Springwater Township 	 $6,125               
•Kanaranzi Township $6,000
•Mound Township $5,675
•Magnolia Township $5,025
•Rose Dell Township $5,025

The CARES allocations for the 
townships of Battle Plain, Denver 
and Vienna, along with the cities of 
Hardwick, Kenneth and Steen, are 
included in the amount allocated 
to the county. 

These townships and commu-
nities have populations under 200 
people. See the related stories for  
more details about the aid.

Funds distributed based on population. Here’s how it breaks down:

By Mavis Fodness
Rock County Commissioners 

worked out details Tuesday morning 
to distribute $1.18 million of federal 
aid through the Coronavirus Aid, Re-
lief and Economic Security Act.

Small businesses in Rock County 
will receive almost half of the funds 
(tentatively set at $500,000) through 
an application process yet to be 
finalized. 

Commissioners will meet at 9 
a.m. Tuesday, July 7, to finalize the ap-

By Lori Sorenson 
Rock County is expecting nearly 

$1 million in government aid next 
week through the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act. 

The city of Luverne is expecting 
$355,000, and other Rock County 
small cities and townships will also 
receive some aid under a distribution 
formula based on population.

Gov. Tim Walz announced 
Thursday he would use executive 
powers to release federal funds to 
Minnesota communities waiting 
for the aid.

The federal government passed 
the CARES Act earlier this year and 
three months ago distributed funds 
to the states in order to provide eco-
nomic relief for hardships caused 
by business closures during the 
pandemic.

Since then, Minnesota lawmak-
ers worked out logistics for distribu-
tion but failed to act on it during their 
regular session and the special ses-
sion that ended last week, prompting 
intense criticism from local govern-
ments statewide.

Governor Tim Walz announced 

Thursday a plan to distribute $853 
million in relief to communities across 
the state impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Of that amount, $841 million will 
be distributed to Minnesota counties, 
cities, and towns to support local 
government coronavirus relief efforts. 

Rock County commissioners 
met Tuesday to prioritize how the 
CARES money will be distributed 
(see the related story) and Luverne 
Mayor Pat Baustian said the city’s 
emergency funds will likely be dis-

Small business, 
nonprofits top 
CARES aid list

By Mavis Fodness
School officials are taking 

a short break before tackling 
plans for the 2020-21 school 
year amid uncertain pandemic 
precautions.

“We are taking about two 
weeks to just breathe and close 
out this school year,” Luverne 
Schools Superintendent Craig 
Oftedahl told board members 
at their June 25 meeting.

The Minnesota depart-
ments of education and health 
jointly released guidelines June 18 to assist districts in 
preparing three different possible plans for conducting 
school for the 2020-21 year. 

The guidelines are about 100 pages in length. “It 
will be a huge undertaking,” Oftedahl said.

The three plans are in-person learning, distance 
learning and a hybrid plan with strict social distancing 

By Mavis Fodness
A July 11 fireworks display at the 

Hills Rez Park is intended to promote a 
sense a community — at a safe distance.

Howie Vis is an organizer with 
Helping Build Communities Stronger, 
a community club focused on promo-
tional activities in Hills, Beaver Creek 
and Steen.

The group annually hosts the Hills 
Friendship Days during the second 
week in June. This year HBCS members 
decided to forgo the public celebra-
tion due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
instead opting for a fireworks display 
the second Saturday in July.

State officials recently adjusted 
safe distancing guidelines for large 
group gatherings. “Now that we have 
opened up a bit,” Vis said, “we can 
still gather as a community and help 

support each other while still social 
distancing.”

The fireworks display at the Hills 
Rez Park can be seen throughout town. 
Vis suggests people watch from their 
front yards or spread out in the various 
green spaces throughout Hills.

The city of Hills is assisting HBCS 
with the cost of the fireworks display, 
and the club is accepting freewill dona-
tions to help defray costs.

More annual HBCS activities could 
come later this summer, but club mem-
bers are cautious about bringing large 
numbers of people together to avoid 
sparking a COVID-19 outbreak.

“We want to practice safe distanc-
ing,” Vis said.

The fireworks event will begin at 
dusk Saturday night, July 11, between 
9:30 and 10 p.m.

Photos and text by Lori Sorenson
Last weekend almost 3,000 bare root vines 

were planted in local soil in anticipation of the 
opening of Blazing Star Winery.

Paul Neyers planted the 4.5-acre vineyard 
near the corner of Hatting and Freeman south of 
the fairgrounds on land formerly owned by War-
ren Baker.

The grapes will be used to stock Luverne’s 
future winery and 
tasting room just 
up the street on the 
corner of Highway 
75 and Hatting Street 
(former Sharkee’s 
lot) in the new 
Towne Square devel-
opment. 

“I really truly 
enjoy growing 
grapes,” said Neyers, 
who holds an MBA 
from the U of M and 
a computer science 

degree from St. John’s University. “They’re 
fascinating plants, and the work gets me 
outside.”

Luverne’s vineyard is planted with white 
wine grapes Itasca, Frontenac Gris and Bri-
anna. 

Neyers said these grapes can be made in 
a variety of styles from sweet to dry and can 
be blended to produce unique combinations. 
Itasca and Frontenac Gris were released by 
the University of Minnesota. Brianna was 
bred by Elmer Swenson.  

The final variety planted on the site was a 
red grape, Petite Pearl, bred by Tom Plocher. 
It can be made into both rosé and dry red 
styles.  

Neyers said the prospect of a winery and 
vineyard along the Luverne Loop trail also 
appealed to him. 

The Loop, in its third phase, will follow 
Hatting Street and cut across the former Bak-
er land and follow the Rock River to connect 

Fireworks in Hills July 11

By Lori Sorenson
Despite the coronavirus pan-

demic, there are several safe opportu-
nities to celebrate the Independence 
Day holiday in Luverne.

Dave Duffy is bringing back the 
July 4 Davis Lake Triathlon, which 
will be divided into two races. 

The Minnow Race begins at 8:30 
a.m. and includes a quarter-mile
kayak course, a two-mile bike ride
and a 1-mile run. The Shark Race be-
gins at 9:15 a.m. It includes kayaking 
for a half mile, biking for nine miles
and running for 2.5 miles.

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit allsportcentral.com or call 
Duffy at 507-920-3345

The Freedom Loop Challenge in-
vites individuals and families to ride 
the Luverne Loop path from June 26 
through July 4. The map, instructions 
and entry form are available at the 
new Loop Trailhead building (former 
East Casey’s), at the Chamber office, 
or online at luvernechamber.com. 

Free T-shirts will go to the first 200 
people, sponsored by Papik Motors 
and Security Savings Bank.

Free golf cart rides on The Loop 
will bring riders from the Courthouse 
Square to places of interest around 
town at 10 a.m., noon, 2 p.m. and 4 
p.m. on July 4.

Call the Chamber for reserva-
tions at 507-283-4061. It is sponsored 
by First Farmers & Merchants Bank, 
Minnwest Bank, Sunshine Foods and 
Luverne CVB.

Luverne musicians Ron and 
Jane Cote will perform a free concert, 
Songs of America, from 7 to 9 p.m. on 
July 4 at the Rock County Courthouse 
Square, sponsored by  Main Street 
Financial Services.

Fourth of July fireworks, spon-
sored by NextEra Energy Resourc-
es – Walleye Wind, will begin at 10 p.m. 

The show will feature above-
ground displays that can be enjoyed 
from anywhere in town.

and capacity limits.
State officials will announce in 

late July which plan will be in place 
when area schools begin classes on 
Sept. 8. 

During the school year, state of-
ficials will be able to call for schools 
to switch between plans if health 
concerns deem the change necessary.

“Plans need a seamless transition,” 
Oftedahl said. “If they tell us on Friday 
to do distance learning on Monday, 
we can roll right into that plan.”

Guidelines outline dozens of requirements 
The in-person plan can’t be business as usual inside 

the school buildings.
The state’s 100-page guidebook outlines dozens 

of recommendations and requirements the school 

Luverne hosts 
July 4 events

Vineyard takes root for future Blazing Star winery

Schools consider options amid pandemic
Three plans are in-person 

learning, distance 
learning and a hybrid plan 

with strict social 
distancing and capacity 
limits. Schools must pre-
pare for all three, in order 
to respond to changing 

pandemic circumstances.

Warren Baker assists with vineyard planting Saturday afternoon in a former alfalfa field east of his home. Below left, vineyard owner Paul Neyers 
holds a clump of vines about to be planted. Pictured in the inset, Luverne’s Mark Dorame shows how the seedlings get placed in a furrow.

Blazing Star vineyard/continued on page 2

Schools plan options for pandemic start/see page 12

CARES Act local aid/see page 12CARES funds released/see page 12
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Community calendar

Beaver Creek Township Board
Beaver Creek Township Board will meet at 7:30 p.m. 

Monday, July 13, in the township hall. 

Water rescue training July 7
Sanford Luverne Ambulance (Rock County Ambu-

lance) and the Luverne Fire Department will perform 
a water rescue training starting at 7 p.m. Tuesday, July 
7, at The Lake in Luverne. The community is invited to 
watch and learn.

Sanford drive-through treats
Sanford clinics in Luverne, Adrian, and Edgerton 

will host drive-through events to thank the communities 
for their support. 

The drive-through events will take place at the 
following times. 

•Sanford Luverne Clinic: Monday, July 13, 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 

•Sanford Health Adrian Clinic: Tuesday, July 14, 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 

•Sanford Health Edgerton Clinic: Wednesday, July 
15, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Free summer treats will be available while supplies 
last. Attendees will be asked to remain inside their 
vehicles.

Free tax filing help at the library
Free tax help at the library resumes for new July 

15 IRS filing deadline that was delayed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Volunteers will again take appointments to help 
area low-income and elderly residents with personal 
(non-commercial) filing paperwork. Call the Rock 
County Library, 507-449-5040, to schedule.

History Center opens 
with limited hours

The Rock County History Center will be open from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday starting 
June 2. Some safety precautions — with masks and 
gloves available — will be in place to protect against the 
spread of coronavirus. The phone number is 507-283-
2122.

Community Education 
The Community Education  phone number is 507-

283-4724. The office is closed on Fridays. The updated 
summer brochure has been posted to the Community 
Education page of the Luverne Schools website.

Registrations will be accepted with payment by 
mail or by drop box.  Use the waiver/registration form 
found on page 5 of the brochure.d

We will follow state and public health Covid-19 
guidelines, which could change at any time.  Continue 
to watch Facebook and website pages daily for any 
updates.

Classes that will be offered include:    Preschool 
Play Dates in the Park, Early Play Ball, July Soccer, 
August Soccer, Cliff Line Climbing, Science Day Camp, 
Coffey Contemporary Story Writing Illustrating, Coffey 
Contemporary Cool Off & Paint, Arts and Crafts, Track, 
Basketball Skills, Volleyball Skills, Golf, Tennis, Weight 
Lifting (new class), Sanford Power Camp, Football.

These classes are canceled: Morning Rec, Missoula 
Children’s Theatre, Olympic Day Camp, Garden Tour, 
Twins Trip and Music Man Trip.

By Lori Sorenson
Early absentee voting 

began Friday for the Aug. 11 
primary election in Minnesota, 
and by law any eligible Min-
nesotan can vote early by mail 
or in person, but mail ballots 
are encouraged to minimize 
contact during the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

According to the Minne-
sota Secretary of State’s office, 
more than 207,000 residents 
requested no-excuse absentee 
ballots as of Friday, up from 
roughly 8,000 at this time in 
2018.

In Rock County, more 
than 100 voters had requested 
mail ballots as of Monday, ac-
cording to Auditor Treasurer 
Ashley Kurtz. 

“We had a whole stack of 
applications last week, even 
before we got ballots in our 
office,” she said.

For a normal primary 
election, Kurtz said her office 
would typically have only a 
handful of absentee ballot 
requests this far head of the 
election.

“There’s a lot going on in 

the world,” she said about 
elections amid a pandemic.

“Even though the presi-
dent isn’t on this ballot, there’s 
more interest in voting.”

Costly electronic voting 
equipment and difficulty 
in finding election judges 
has prompted many of Rock 
County’s rural precincts to 
switch to mail ballot elections. 

As it is, 200 Rock County 
residents receive mail ballots 
to vote.

“That’s almost half our 
voters,” Kurtz said. “And that 
number will be significantly 
higher with absentee requests. 

… I think our mail ballot voting 
will far exceed our in-person 
voting this election year.”

Despite misinformation 
about the security of mail-
ballot voting, Kurtz said mail 
ballots are in many ways more 
secure than ballot-booth 
voting.

“When a voter registers to 
vote, the information from the 
voter registration is verified 
against different databases.” 

By Lori Sorenson
The community is invited to observe a water rescue 

training Tuesday evening at The Lake in Luverne.
Sanford Luverne Ambulance (Rock County Ambu-

lance) and the Luverne Fire Department will drill for 
water rescue training starting at 7 p.m. Tuesday, July 7. 

“Kayaking is popular on the river and there’s a lot of 
people using The Lake in Luverne,” said local paramedic 
Jill Johnson. 

“So, having first responders get experience in the 
water before an emergency is important.”

Sanford Luverne officials made the announcement 
ahead of the exercise to get the message out that it’s not 
an actual emergency event.

But they also saw the event as an opportunity for 
community members to learn about the role local emer-
gency responders would play in the event of an actual 
emergency.

“One thing we’ve decided is important is working 
together as a team and staying current with each other’s 
resources,” said Harlan Vande Kieft, Sanford Luverne 
Manager of Emergency Medical Services Operations.

Other emergency responders from around Rock 
County have been invited to participate.

The Luverne Fire Department recently purchased 
a new rescue boat, and firefighters are working with 
Sanford Luverne to simulate cold-water rescue, diving 
accidents and other types of water rescue anticipated 
to be needed locally. 

First responders will practice how to handle victims 
in different scenarios on the water.

Law enforcement, dispatch, fire departments and 
ambulances from all Rock County communities are also 
invited to participate.

Voters can cast early 
ballots for Aug. 11 primary Water rescue 

training planned for 
July 7 at The Lake

Statewide and Rock County 
election leaders see spike in 

absentee ballot requests this year

Mail ballots/see page 12

with the Blue Mound Trail 
near Luverne City Park.

Neyers grew up on a 
farm raising corn, soybeans 
and hogs near Gibbon, Min-
nesota, but he knew early on 
his interests weren’t in that 
type of agriculture.

He began planting 
grapes soon after graduating 
from college and established 
a winery near New Ulm in 
2011 along the bluffs of the 
Minnesota River Valley. 

“I have experimented 
with a purchase of California 
grapes, but the great major-
ity of my production has 
come from grapes that I grow 
or that I buy from friends 
and colleagues.”

They include a selec-
tion of red, white and rosé 
varieties, with potential for 
a dessert wine, and he said 
the taste compares similarly 
to other Minnesota-grown 
wines, like Strawbale and 
Round Lake vineyards.

The Doppeleichen 
inventory incorporates other 
locally grown grapes from 
close friends and colleagues, 
but he’s kept the business 
small.

“We’ve been a proof-of-
concept business, making 
sure this works and that our 
wine tastes good,” Neyers 
said. “We have the equip-
ment in place and we’re on 
the right path.”

His New Ulm winery 
closed to the public in 2017 
and 2018 due to road con-
struction. It remains closed 
due to pandemic restrictions.

Neyers used the down-
time to accumulate inven-
tory and consider options 
for expansion, since his 
business there is out of room 
to grow.

Towne Square developer 
Don Jahnke introduced Ney-
ers to the Luverne opportu-
nity for prime retail space 
not far from tillable ground 
for a vineyard.

“We’re on an interest-
ing path,” Neyers said about 
plans for Blazing Star and its 
place in the Towne Square 

development. The winery 
will have seating for tastings. 

“We are planning food 
offerings, though the final 
menu has not been set,” 
Neyers said. “There are also 
plans for space for smaller 
events.”

Jahnke announced 
last week that lenders had 
signed off on his three-story, 
27-unit apartment build-
ing that will break ground 
along Hatting Street this 
summer.

The apartments, the 
winery and a Mexican 
restaurant will join addi-
tional developments on the 
Towne Square property as it 
is completed.

Blazing Star Winery and vineyard/continued from page 1
The Blazing Star Vineyard was planted Saturday afternoon in a former alfalfa field east of Warren Baker’s home.
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By Mavis Fodness
An unexpected career change 

in the mid-1980s led Cathy Mulder 
to work 35 years in Luverne Public 
School lunchrooms.

In May Mulder quietly exited 
the elementary school kitchen, 
where she had spent the majority 
of her time preparing and serving 
breakfasts and lunches.

She hung her apron a final time 
in a silent kitchen.

For the final two months of the 
2019-20 school year, students were 
at home under distance learning 
instruction. 

Mulder and the kitchen staff 
made as many as 740 sack break-
fasts and lunches a day, which were 
taken to various distribution points.

Mulder said goodbye to 
students May 21 when the district 
hosted a farewell event.

Parents drove students through 
the school campus waving at 
teachers and staff on the sidewalks 
including Mulder. She held a sign 
that read, “Have a great summer 
from Lunch Lady Cathy.”

“It was fun but it was hard be-
cause I knew I won’t be seeing them 
in the fall,” Mulder said. “It was a 
nice way to end (my career).”

Mulder and her husband, Bruce, 
farmed near Kenneth in 1985 when 
the farm crisis forced the couple to 
make a hard choice — “leave the 
farm now or be forced to leave the 
farm next year,” Mulder said.

The couple moved to Luverne 
where Bruce worked for IBP and 
Cathy applied with the school 
district to work in the kitchen or the 
classroom.

She was hired as a substitute 
cafeteria worker at the old elemen-
tary school near downtown Luverne.

Five years later, Mulder moved 
into a permanent kitchen position 

at first operating the dishwasher and 
then waking at 5 a.m. to prepare and 
serve breakfasts and lunches at the 
middle-high school. 

She transferred to the new el-
ementary school kitchen in late 1999.

“It as so huge,” Mulder said. “You 
had to walk so far to get to areas … 
and you couldn’t find stuff at first.”

She soon developed a rapport 
with the kindergarten through fifth-
grade students and again later when 
the former students’ own children 

came through the meal line.
“I was feeding kids of kids,” 

Mulder said.
Often she chatted with each 

student as they walked through 
her food line.

One day Mulder noticed a 
student who acted “bubbly” each 
time she came to lunch. The stu-
dent remarked that lunch was her 
favorite part of the day. 

Mulder said she told the stu-
dent, “We make our food with love 

— that’s why it tastes so good.”
Her decision to retire came in 

March, one week before the build-
ing closures to curb the spread 
of COVID-19. The lack of closure 
with students almost made her 
change her mind.

“It was a hard decision be-
cause a lot of kids didn’t know I 
wasn’t coming back next year,” she 
said.

Now Mulder is slowly set-
tling into retirement, taking a year 
off with no commitments, at the 
advice of other retirees. 

She’s dedicating time to her 
three children and seven grand-
children, and the slow completion 
of household projects.

“I am learning to sleep in,” she 
said about her Lunch Lady 5 a.m. 
wakeup routine.

Lunch Lady leaves school kitchen after 
35 years with Luverne district

Submitted photo

Cathy Mulder retired from Luverne Public Schools with 35 years in the lunchroom. In May when Mulder hung up her 
apron for the last time, co-workers hosted a little celebration in her honor in an empty cafeteria due to the coronavirus 
pandemic prompting students to learn from home.

Mavis Fodness photo/0702 Cathy Mulder

Cathy Mulder (left) and fellow “Lunch 
Lady” Holly Barber bid students and fam-
ily farewell on May 21 during the Luverne 
Public Schools’ drive-through year-end 
event. Mulder’s sign reads, “Have a great 
summer from Lunch Lady Cathy.”

 “We make our food 
with love — that’s 

why it tastes so good.”

— Cathy Mulder,
retired school 

lunch lady

By Mavis Fodness
The Luverne School 

Board approved a new three-
year contract with Superin-
tendent Craig Oftedahl that 
includes a 2.5 percent pay 
increase following a favorable 
yearly review.

For the 2020-21 school 
year Oftedahl will receive 
$ 1 4 1 , 2 8 2 ,  f o l l ow e d  by 
$144,674 in 2021-22, and 
$148,435 for the 2022-23 
school year.

Board chair Jodi Bosch 
read a summary of the May 
28 evaluation. Oftedahl was 
hired in 2015.

“Mr. Oftedahl continues 
to excel in his leadership role 
in the school and community,” 
Bosch read at the board’s June 
25 meeting. 

“We are looking forward 
to continued communication, 
teamwork and accountability 
as we move forward. We know 
these are uncertain times for 
schools, and we are thankful 
to have Mr. Oftedahl help our 
district.”

Each of the seven board 
members evaluated Oftedahl 
in achieving both the district 
and the professional develop-
ment goals.

Board members used 
a numerical system of 1 
through 4 for each of the areas, 
with 1 being “unsatisfactory,” 
2 “satisfactory,” 3 “accom-
plished” and 4 “distinguished.”

In the district goals, the 
board ranked Oftedahl (eval-
uation average):

•distinguished (a com-
bined 4 ranking) for providing 
leadership for the district at 
the school level as well as the 
community level.

•accomplished (3.5) for 
maintaining school finances 
according to policy.

•accomplished (3) for 
maintaining effective com-
munication with school 
board, staff and community. 

•distinguished (4) for cul-
tivating partnerships to maxi-
mize resources and enhance 
student opportunities such 
as CEO (Creating Entrepre-
neurial Opportunities) and 
medical careers class.

“His work on the CEO and 
medical careers class have 
helped make these programs 
successful,” Bosch added.

“His leadership contin-
ues to be appreciated on the 
building project also.”

Board members also 
evaluated Oftedahl on two 
professional development 
goals.

For these two goals, the 
board delivered rankings of:

•accomplished (3) for 
continued planning and 
working with all involved in 
the building project, main-
taining relationships with 
various stakeholders and 
communicating plans as 
necessary moving forward.

•satisfactory (2) for con-
tinuing the plan for reor-
ganization of duties and 
implementation of changes 

in a timely manner, as well as 
conducting administrative 
reviews.

Other district staff 
raises also approved

In addition to a three-
year superintendent contract, 
school board members also 
unanimously supported ex-
tending two-year contracts 
with the district’s three ad-
ministrators. 

Board members Shelley 
Sandbulte and Eric Hartman 
did not attend the June 25 
meeting and did not vote.

Elementary principal 
Stacy Gillette will receive 
$121,314 for the 2020-21 
school year and $124,347 for 
2021-22.

Middle school principal 
Jason Phelps’ contract will 
be $101,988 for 2020-21 and 
$104,538 for the 2021-22 
school year.

High school principal 
Ryan Johnson will receive 
$115,938 for 2020-21 and 
$118,836 for 2021-22.

Other supervisory and 
support staff also received 
retroactive raises following 
performance evaluations.

Employee, position, and 
salary for the 2019-20 and 
2020-21 school years are listed 
below:

•Marlene Mann, business 
manager, $80,980 and $83,005.

•Wade Hiller, technol-
ogy coordinator, $74,151 and 
$76,005.

•Brenda Teal, administra-
tive assistant and payroll clerk, 
$51,943 and $53,242.

•Brad Goembel, transpor-
tation supervisor, $63,113 and 
$64,691.

•Ann Rigney, food service 
director, $36,818 and $37,738.

Transportation drivers 
will also receive wage in-
creases effective July 1.

The position and per day 
wages for 2019-20 and 2020-21 
school years include:

•regular route drivers, $93 
and $95.

•Sioux Falls route, $93 
and $95.

•preschool route, $46.50 
and $47.

•activity trip drivers will 
be $15 per hour and overnight 
drivers will receive $130 per 
day.

Two-hour food service 
workers will receive a 25-cent 
per hour increase to $13.75 for 
the 2020-21 school year.

Also for the upcoming 
school year the substitute 
teacher daily rate will increase 
to $126. The last increase was 
approved in 2018.

In other business,
the school board:

•approved a maternity 
leave request from Aimee 
Richters, elementary teacher, 
for eight weeks from approxi-
mately July 4 through Sept. 8.

•hired Lucas Larson as a 
.65 full-time equivalent social 
studies teacher. His salary for 
2020-21 school year is $27,045.

Luverne School Board 
evaluates superintendent, 
approves salary increases
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On second 
thought

 By Lori Sorenson, editor

Star Herald Editorial

In past columns I have shared 
with you the little life changes I have 
experienced that may indicate that 
the aging process in my case keeps 
advancing. Here are two sure, but 
not so subtle, hints I reluctantly took 
notice of recently.

Making a list of things to pack for 
any sort of trip — be it an overnighter 
or more importantly anything over 
two days — is a must. You would 
probably agree such a list is more 
commonplace and really not a sign 
of aging, but when the first two items 
on the packing list are your meds and 
the heating pad, it makes you wonder. 

The second such aging red flag 
that started waving at me is how I 
now thread my belt through the belt 
loops before I put my pants on. We 

all might put our pants on one leg at 
a time, but at least for me, the pro-
cess of putting my belt on has been 
altered a bit.

Forgetting things seems to be 
on the rise for me as well. To explain 
my increasing forgetfulness away 

instead of blaming it on my natural 
aging process, I am going to go with 
a new catch phrase, thanks to the 
coronavirus, that my current state of 
forgetfulness is the new norm, and 
leave it at that.

Speaking about forgetting things, 

I kind of forgot about my 2020 Bucket 
List. I have some serious catching 
up to do. 

I am four haircuts short of my 
five haircuts at five different salons 
in Luverne. That’s more the gover-
nor’s fault than mine. Same goes 
for attending 12 different church 
services in 12 different churches 
this year. And it’s been impossible 
to catch a movie at the Palace the 
last three months.

I did attend a girls’ basketball 
game before the governor shut down 
the schools, and I have waded into 
The Lake this summer.

I am going to have to talk to the 
Bucket List rules committee about 
waiving the drinking of a glass of 
clean water at the Blue Mounds State 

Park. I found out the State Park an-
nual sticker I put on the windshield 
of my Ranger was outdated, but that 
little hurdle was easily rectified. 

The bummer in all of this is that 
I also found out you can’t drive a 
side by side on the paved roads, or 
anywhere else, for that matter, in the 
state parks, or at least not at the Blue 
Mounds State Park.  

You can’t drive them to the park-
ing lot up the hill to the interpretive 
center. 

Keep in mind this is a completely 
road-worthy vehicle with blinkers, 
road tires, headlights, brake lights, 
horn and rearview mirrors and 
licensed by the Minnesota DNR. I 
am not allowed to drive it into Blue 
Mounds State Park. Go figure.

To the Editor:
	 As I never received the email from 
the Star-Herald last week for com-
ments on what happened in Special 
Session, I thought it would be good 
to share with you some of the events 
which led to the Senate adjourning 
on Saturday morning, June 20.
	 A number of days prior to that, 
the Minnesota Senate passed the bill 
which distributed the federal Cares 
money to local government under 
a formula that had been negotiated 
with the Minnesota House.
	 On Wednesday of last week, the 
House passed it after adding onto it 
the governor’s supplemental budget 
of approximately $130 million. This 
budget never had a single hearing.  
The leadership in the house and the 
governor’s office had the audacity to 
say that we should pass it because it 
was the same bill as everything we 
had passed was in there. Never mind 
that it now cost $130 million. Folks, 
I recognize that the governor thinks 
we are nothing but rocks and cows 
out here, but even the rocks and cows 
are too smart to buy that argument.

	 The Senate came back into ses-
sion on Friday, June 19. Negotiations 
continued and at 1 a.m. on Saturday 
a deal was reached. The administra-
tion claimed that $58 million had 
been saved from the current budget 
due to hiring freezes and other cost-
cutting measures and that there were 
some items which needed to have 
additional expenditures. 
	 The Senate agreed that there were 
items needing attention and so it 
was agreed that both bodies would 
approve the expenditures and the 
House would provide a clean bill for 
the Cares money. At that point, the 
agreement went to the wordsmiths 
to put it in bill form.
	 A couple hours later, my leader-
ship asked to see it and nothing was 
done. In the time that had elapsed, 
the governor torpedoed the deal. I 
can say that confidently because DFL 
legislators told my leadership that 
the governor put pressure on them 
to not agree. We then adjourned at 
approximately 6 a.m. The governor 
criticized us for walking away but 
how can you negotiate with people 

you can’t trust?  It is obvious that 
the governor has brought the Nancy 
Pelosi style of politics home to Min-
nesota.
	 While I am pleased that Gov. Walz 
has relented under the pressure of lo-
cal government to release the monies 
under the formula approved by the 
Senate, there is no good reason why 
this didn’t  happen over a week earlier.
	 On Friday, June 12, I voted to end 
the governor’s peacetime emergency 
powers. I will do so again the next 
opportunity I have.
	 As we approach the celebration of 
this country’s independence on July 
4th, it is clear that the founders of this 
nation knew what they were doing 
in separating powers between the 
administrative, legislative and judi-
cial branches of government. The old 
saying goes, “Power tends to corrupt, 
absolute power corrupts absolutely.”
	 Unfortunately,  the administration 
in St. Paul is proving that more and 
more! 

Bill Weber
State Senator, District 22

A “nov-
el” virus is, 
by defini-
tion, a new 
virus, not 
previously 
identified. 

When 
it emerged 
six months 
ago scientists knew nothing 
about it, except that it was 
highly contagious and could 
kill people. 

Today we know a little 
about it, like how it’s transmit-
ted and what it’s capable of.

But mostly, it seems, the 
more we learn, the less we 
know. 

Things at first believed to 
be true about it (like, it kills 
only the elderly) aren’t always 
the case. And advice about 
masks seems to change daily. 
(The CDC now says everyone 
should mask up in public.)

Did the scientists lie? No. 
They simply didn’t know. They 
were, and are, still learning.

Where does this leave 
government leaders trusted to 
make decisions on our behalf? 
They shape policy based on 
emerging (changing) science, 
which means they’re destined 
to be wrong.

Err on the side of caution, 
and you kill an economy. Err 
on the side of business, and 
you risk human lives. Either 
way, armchair leaders are 
quick to lay blame.

The rest of us, meanwhile, 
have judged plenty on our 
own levels.

We judge the couple for 
proceeding with a wedding 
that may have gathered too 
many people in place. We 
judge friends for hosting 
graduation parties … or for not 
hosting graduation parties.

And we wonder if the 
social isolation of our senior 
loved ones may be worse than 
the virus itself.

Who knows?
The truth is nobody knows.
Some day history, with 

the clear advantage of hind-
sight, will tell a complete and 
accurate story of how the virus 
came to be, how it spread 
and how a vaccine eventually 
stopped it.

It will tell the story of a pan-
demic economy that stole jobs, 
opportunities and livelihoods.

It will tell the story of 
distance learning that omitted 
prom, graduation, spring sports 
and activities and once-in-a-
lifetime senior memories.

 It will tell the story of com-
munity summers amid the eerie 
absence of town celebrations, 
parades, picnics, summer camp 
and more.

But be aware — history 
won’t stick to science and so-
ciety. 

It will also tell the story of 
humankind … how we respond-
ed to science and, most impor-
tant, how we treated each other.

Also be aware the pandemic 
story is still being written, so we 
still have a chance to influence 
the message.

While it’s natural to form 
opinions and reactions (mask vs 
no mask) based on our personal 
realities, the fact is we don’t yet 
know the “right” way to live in 
our pandemic reality. 

But there is a “right way” to 
treat each other.

It’s a novel virus. 
We’re still learning how to 

behave around it. We might do 
well to behave with compassion 
and respect.

We can’t control the virus 
or the science, but we can — 
and should — control how we 
respond to it … and how that 
chapter of history is told.

This weekend we’ll no doubt 
enjoy the familiar tune and lyrics 
of our national anthem, “The Star-
Spangled Banner.” Beyond the 
nostalgia, we may not reflect on the 
history of the piece or its additional 
unsung verses. 

It’s storied that the author 
was a pro-slavery lawyer and the 
melody was borrowed from a 
British song about drinking and 
sex. Yet, the song has lifted our 
nation’s spirits through war and 
peace in a way that the stars and 
stripes have done for generations.

In observance of our July 4 
Independence Day holiday, the 
Star Herald devotes this space to 
the lyrics of the song, based on a 
poem written by Francis Scott Key 
in 1814.

Star-Spangled Banner
Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s 

early light
What so proudly we hailed at the 

twilight’s last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright 

stars thru the perilous fight
O’er the ramparts we watched were 

so gallantly streaming?
And the rocket’s red glare, the 

bombs bursting in air
Gave proof thru the night that our 

flag was still there

Oh, say does that star-spangled 
banner yet wave

O’er the land of the free and the 
home of the brave?

On the shore, dimly seen through 
the mists of the deep

Where the foe’s haughty host in 
dread silence reposes

What is that which the breeze, o’er 
the towering steep

As it fitfully blows, half conceals, 
half discloses?

Now it catches the gleam of the 
morning’s first beam

In full glory reflected now shines in 
the stream

‘Tis the star-spangled banner! Oh 
long may it wave

O’er the land of the free and the 
home of the brave

And where is that band who so 
vauntingly swore

That the havoc of war and the 
battle’s confusion

A home and a country should leave 
us no more!

Their blood has washed out of of 
their foul footsteps’ pollution

No refuge could save the hireling 
and slave

From the terror of flight and the 
gloom of the grave

And the star-spangled banner in 

triumph doth wave
O’er the land of the free and the 

home of the brave

Oh! thus be it ever, when freemen 
shall stand

Between their loved home and the 
war’s desolation!

Blest with victory and peace, may 
the heav’n rescued land

Praise the Power that hath made 
and preserved us a nation

Then conquer we must, when our 
cause it is just

And this be our motto: “In God is 
our trust.”

And the star-spangled banner in 
triumph shall wave

O’er the land of the free and the 
home of the brave.

The poem, originally titled “The 
Defense of Fort McHenry,” was 
written after Key witnessed the 
Maryland fort being bombarded by 
the British during the War of 1812. 
At dawn, Francis Scott Key was able 
to see the U.S. flag waving over the 
fort, as he noted in his opening lines. 
It was later set to music, and in 
1931 became the national anthem 
of the United States.

For What
It’s Worth

We’re living the pandemic
story; let’s get the human

response chapter right

Reflection on the ‘Star Spangled
Banner’ and its unsung verses 

Sen. Weber comments on Special Session 

But be
aware — 
history
won’t

stick to 
science

and society. 

By Rick Peterson,
Tollefson Publishing General Manager

More aging red flags come with packing for trips and completing Bucket List
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On the record

Dispatch report
June 19
•Complainant east-

bound on Interstate 90, 
mile marker 2, Beaver Creek, 
reported a pursuit.

•Complainant at the 
Rez Park in Hills reported a 
vehicle driving on grass and 
walking path.

•Complainant request-
ed to speak to a deputy.

•A civil issue was re-
ported on Water Avenue 
in Hills.

•A report of an erratic 
driver was reported at lo-
cation on 200th Avenue, 
Kenneth.

June 20
•Complainant on S. 

Kniss Avenue reported 
property damage.

•Complainant on S. 
Kniss Avenue reported 
property damage.

•A revoked driver was 
reported at location on S. 
Kniss Avenue.

June 21
•Underage drinking 

was reported at location on 
N. Freeman Avenue.

•Complainant on S. 
Kniss Avenue reported a 
trespasser.

•Complainant on Coun-
ty Road 13, Hills, reported a 
man walking in the middle 
of the road.

•Complainant on Main 
Street, Kenneth, reported 
a scam.

•Weather alert for a 
thunderstorm watch was 
issued.

•Complainant in Hills 
reported hearing gunshots.

•Complainant on E. 
6th Street, Beaver Creek, 
reported she was getting gas 
and it sprayed out.

June 22
•Complainant on 151st 

Street and 100th Avenue 
reported an animal theft.

•Complainant request-
ed to speak to a deputy about 
neighbor problems.

•Complainant on E. 
Main Street reported ha-
rassment.

•Complainant on N. 
Church Avenue reported a 
woman driving drunk with 
kids.

June 23
•Complainant on S. 

Freeman Street reported 
neighbor smoking pot.

•Complainant on S. Wa-
ter Avenue, Hills, reported 
suspicious activity.

•Complainant reported 
an anonymous tip.

•Complainant on W. 
Mead Court requested dep-
uty present for property 

exchange.
•Complainant in Farib-

ault County reported an 
intoxicated subject.

•Report of information 
given from South Dakota 
State patrol on terminated 
pursuit.

•Missing person was 
reported on W. Lawn Park 
Avenue.

•Missing person was 
reported on W. Main Street.

•Complainant request-
ed hotel voucher.

June 24
•Complainant on S. 

Kniss Avenue requested 
assistance with abandoned 
boat.

•Complainant on W. 
Edgehill Street reported 
theft.

June 25
•Erratic driver was re-

ported north on Highway 75 .
•Suspicious activity 

was reported on N. Kniss 
Avenue.

•Deputy assisted other 
agency in Magnolia.

•Complainant on S. 
Kniss Avenue reported 
property damage.

•Complainant on E. 
Luverne Street reported 
an issue.

•Complainant on S. 
Kniss Avenue reported 
branches blocked road.

•Report of all fire de-
partment units out for train-
ing in Hills.

June 26
•Complainant on S. 

Second Street reported a 
stolen car.

•Complainant on Coun-
ty Road 6, Hills, reported a 
possible abandoned vehicle.

•Complainant on W. 
Hatting Street reported an 
active warrant.

•Subject was reported 
on N. Spring Street with an 
active warrant.

•Complainant request-
ed to speak to a deputy.

•Complainant reported 
identity theft.

•Deputy reported door 
left open in Hills. 

In addition, officers re-
sponded to 3 motor vehicle 
accidents, 2 deer accidents, 
8 escorts, 30 ambulance 
runs, 1 parking violation, 
2 paper services, 6 animal 
complaints, 3 fingerprint 
requests, 10 burn permits, 
1 gas drive-off, 4 alarms, 1 
drug court test, 9 purchase 
and carry permits, 3 stalled 
vehicles, 7 traffic stops, 6 
abandoned 911 calls, 4 tests, 
4 welfare checks, 3 reports of 
cattle out and 3 follow-ups.

Graphic courtesy of Minnesota Department of Transportation District 7

Two rural streetlights will be installed at the intersection of Highway 75 and County Road 12 in northern Rock County. The lights 
will improve visibility for the intersection at the Rock-Pipestone county line.

By Mavis Fodness
Two streetlights will il-

luminate the intersection of 
Highway 75 and County Road 
12 at the Rock and Pipestone 
county line, according to ac-
tion at the Rock County Board 
meeting June 16.

The rural intersection 
lights will improve visibility 
during inclement weather and 
nighttime conditions.

In January Jasper resi-
dents expressed their visibility 
concerns at that intersection 
to Minnesota Department of 
Transportation officials.

A review compared the 
Highway 75-County Road 12 
intersection to similar rural 
intersections around the state 
and found the area “was ex-
periencing an above average 

number of crashes,” accord-
ing to traffic engineer Scott 
Thompson.

“Over the past 10 years, 
the intersection experienced 
four crashes, two of which 
occurred during dark condi-
tions,” he said.

The review also found 
other safety concerns.

“The intersection does 
have a significant amount of 
skew,” Thompson said.

Skew is the angle mea-
surement between two inter-
secting roadways. The skew 
of two roads intersecting at a 
90-degree angle is zero. The 
skew angle at the County Road 
12 corner is greater than 15 
degrees.

“The bulk of the problems 
surrounding skewed inter-

sections stem from the skew 
making it difficult for motor-
ists on the skewed road to see 
traffic on the intersecting road,” 
Thompson said. 

“When stopped, motorists 
end up having to look over their 
shoulder to see approaching 
vehicles — which becomes 
more difficult as people age.”

Forty percent of the traf-
fic exits Highway 75 onto the 
county road where traffic 
flows west to Jasper or east to 
Edgerton.

“Based on the types of 
crashes that have been ob-
served at that intersection, 
rural intersection lighting is 
the most reasonable improve-
ment,” Thompson said.

Rock County commis-
sioners adopted a resolution 

June 16 assuming the own-
ership, maintenance and 
monthly expenses to operate 
the two streetlights.

MnDOT will install the 
lights, one in the southwest 
and one in the northeast quad-
rant of the intersection. 

Construction and the 
lighting system components 
are funded though the federal 
Highway Safety Improvement 
Program. 

The state will bid the 
project along with other rural 
lighting systems in District 7 
this month.

“There is the potential that 
the lighting system could be 
constructed yet this year, but 
more likely it will be con-
structed next spring,” Thomp-
son said.

districts must meet.
“It is important that every-

one in the school community 
take steps to reduce transmis-
sion, particularly to those at 
high risk, while balancing 
the need to maintain a strong 
education system that effec-
tively supports staff, students 
and communities,” the MDH 
guidebook stated.

An in-person plan must 
outline ways for the school to 
make the following provisions:

•social distance and mini-
mize exposure.

•protect vulnerable popu-
lations.

•enforce hygiene prac-
tices.

•clean and handle ma-
terials

•monitor illness.
•handle suspected or con-

firmed positive cases.
•monitor water and ven-

tilation systems.
•arrange transportation. 
•support mental health 

and wellness. 
The hybrid plan follows 

the in-person guidelines but 
imposes further restrictions, 
such as a 50-percent capacity 
limit in school buildings and 
facilities and social distanc-
ing of 6 feet between people 
at all times.

Distance learning, which 
districts operated under the 
last two months of the 2019-
20 school year, would mean 
school buildings are closed 
with instruction taking place 
between students and staff at 
home, primarily online.

School 
planning/
from page 1

Crash history results in streetlights at 
Highway 75-County Road 12 intersection
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Bits by 
Betty
By Betty Mann, 

president Rock County 
Historical Society 

Remember When

10 years ago (2010)
•St. John Lutheran Church, Luverne, hosted its 

Second Annual Block Party Sunday, June 27.
“The entire community was invited,” said one of the 

organizers, Elaine Fick, “especially our close neighbors 
through special invitation by our awesome Vacation 
Bible School kids who hand-delivered invitations to a 
large area of our neighbors.”

Block Party attractions included balloon artists 
Harry and Marilyn Flanagan from Jasper, plus Keith 
Smedsrud’s plane train from Luverne and a small col-
lectors’ car show.

Ron and Jane Cote brought their guitars, voices, 
and sound system for entertainment, including more 
volunteer talent from the church. 

 
25 years ago (1995)

•Anthropologists from the Science Museum of Min-
nesota drove from St. Paul to the John Cronberg farm 
west of Luverne recently and poked around in the dirt 
of a nearby field.

They found broken pieces of pottery and china from 
turn-of-the-century settlers. They found pieces of stone 
that had been heated in hearths, and they picked up tiny 
chunks of charcoal that had been discarded 100 years 
ago from kitchen cook stoves.

While these items made for interesting conversation, 
the archeologists didn’t find what they came looking for, 
evidence of an ancient Indian campsite which would 
have existed thousands of years prior to white settlement.

 
50 years ago (1970)

•Close to $1.5 million will be paid in July and August 
to Rock County farmers who have contributed to the 
idea of stabilizing markets and the conservation of soil 
and water resources by taking part in the 1970 wheat 
and feed grain programs.

“Farmers will be receiving their program payments 
earlier this year than ever before,” stated Jim Lewis, 
county executive director for the ASC committee. Lewis 
explained that the first batch of payments were made 

beginning July 1. “Because of the excellent cooperation 
between farmers and their local ASCS office,” Lewis 
continued, “70 per cent of the participating producers in 
Rock County are receiving their payments in July.”

July payments total around one million dollars of the 
entire amount coming into the county. The remaining 
half million dollars should be distributed by the middle 
of August, according to Lewis. Additional payments will 
continue to be made as rapidly as farmers certify com-
pliance program requirements and as fast as individual 
farm records can be processed and checks returned to 
the ASCS county office for distribution.

75 years ago (1945)
•Lois Iverson, four-year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

Paul Iverson, who reside north of Luverne, miraculously 
escaped with only minor cuts and bruises Sunday, when 
she fell out of a moving car onto the paving near Beaver 
Creek. She was riding with her parents, when some way, 
the rear door came open, and the pressure against it threw 
the little girl out. She was rushed back to Luverne where 
the examining physician found no serious injuries other 
than bruises and minor cuts.

100 years ago (1920)
•Beaver Creek’s school building, a four-room brick 

structure of modern design, was struck by lightning and 
destroyed by fire Wednesday night.

The lightning struck shortly before nine o’clock, but 
the resultant fire was not discovered until about half an 
hour later, when the flames broke through the roof.

A chemical engine was brought into use and the 
fire was about squelched, when the supply of chemical 
became exhausted. Before other methods of fighting 
the blaze could be put into force, the fire had spread 
through the upper part of the building and continued 
to gain headway.

The school building was built in 1905 at a cost of $7,500, 
and $7,000 insurance was carried on it. It is estimated, 
however, that the building cannot be replaced now for 
less than $25,000 or $30,000. 

The following appeared in The Rose 
History in 1911.

Rock County Village of Hills, contin-
ued from 6-25-20 edition of the Star 
Herald.

Hills became an incorporated mu-
nicipality in 1904. It had a population to 
warrant taking the step ten years before, 
but the fear of many of the residents 
that incorporation would result in the 
licensing of saloons precluded taking 
any action at that time. In the fall of 
1899 the matter was made an issue and 
came to a vote. A census of the village 
was taken, showing a population of 
282. A petition was circulated10 and 
presented to the county board, asking 
for action looking toward incorpora-
tion. The commissioners took favor-
able action and named November 29 
as the date and the opera house as 
the place for holding an election to 
decide the question. The result was a tie, 
thirty votes being cast for and the same 
number against incorporation. This 
defeated the proposition. Almost every 
year thereafter until incorporation 
was effected in 1904, the question was 
agitated, but sentiment was against 
taking the step because of fear that it 
would lead to the opening of saloons.

A census of the proposed incorpo-
ration (including 390 acres on sections 
21 and 28), taken September 13, 1904, 
showed a population of 351. On that 
date another petition was circulated,11 

asking the required steps to be taken 
by the county commissioners. The 
petition was presented September 14, 
and two days later was acted upon 
favorably, the commissioners naming 
John Helgeson, William F. Finke and 
Ole M. Ruud inspectors to conduct 
an election November 15, 1904. At 
the incorporating  election sixty-eight 
votes were cast, of which fifty-three 
were in favor of and eighteen against 
incorporation.

The first municipal election was 
held December 8, 1904, when the vil-
lage’s first officers were chosen. A few 
days later those elected qualified and 
entered upon their duties. The results 
of the annual elections have been as 
follows:

1904—President, O. B. Severson; 
trustees, W. A. Larson, J. N. Jacobson, 
J. C. Steensen; recorder, Olaf Skyberg; 
treasurer, S. A. Christianson; justices, 
F. B. Myrick, O. T. Rovang; constables, 
Oswald Ruud, Gulick Rogness.

1905—President, O. B. Severson; 

trustees, W. A. Larson, J. N. Jacobson, 
K. K. Hellie; recorder, Olaf Skyberg; 
treasurer, S. A. Christianson; justices, 
A. C. Finke, O. M. Ruud; constables, 
Edward Larson, J. H. Finke.

1906—President, O. B. Severson; 
trustees, J. N. Jacobson, W. A. Larson, 
K. K. Hellie; recorder, Olaf Skyberg; 
treasurer, S. A. Christianson; assessor, 
F. C. Nuffer; justices, A. C. Finke, H. A. 
Twange; constables, Henry Nelson, F. 
E. York.

1907—President, W. F. Finke; 
trustees, J. N. Jacobson, W. A. Larson, 
Anton Hynden; recorder, Olaf Skyberg; 
treasurer, O. J. Nash; assessor, F. C. 
Nuffer; justices,12 S. J. Froshaug, A. C. 
Finke; constables, H. A. Nerison, M. 
P. Halvorson. 
	 190813—President, W. F. Finke; 
trustees, G. O. Rue, Otto Nelson, K.  
K. Hellie; recorder, Olaf Skyberg; 
treasurer, O. J. Nash; assessor, K. N. 
Knudtson; justices, B. O. Mork, A. C. 
Finke; constables, M. P. Halvorson, H. 
A. Nerison.
		  1909—President, W. F. Finke; 
trustees, H. M. Moen, K. K. Hellie, 
Otto Nelson; recorder, Carl Omodt; 
treasurer, O. J. Nash; assessor, F. C. 
Nuffer; justices, K. N. Knudtson, Niels 
Jacobson; constables, H. A. Nerison, 
Oscar Qualley.
	 1910—President , J. N. Jacobson; 
trustees, W. F. Finke, K. K. Hellie, Wil-
liam Thompson; recorder, J. B. Stor-
dahl; treasurer, O. J. Nash; assessor, 
F. C. Nuffer; justice, K. N. Knudtson; 
constable, A. G. Qualley.
	 1911—President, J. N. Jacobson; 

1904: Hills becomes a city

School News

Lake Area Tech names honor students
	 Lake Area Technical Institute, Watertown, 

South Dakota, has named the president’s list honor 
students for the Spring 2020 semester for earning 
at least a 3.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale. Students with an 
asterisk after their name earned a 4.0 GPA.
	 Named were Kristoffer Severtson*, Kenneth, and 
William Stegenga, Luverne.

H-BC grad wins bank drawing
People’s Bank of Lester, Iowa, recently held a 

drawing for $200 gift cards to support seniors who 
graduated amid the pandemic. 

The bank invited people to nominate their favor-
ite Class of 2020 high school senior on social media, 
and five  were randomly selected to receive $200 
Visa® Gift Card from Peoples Bank.

Eve Burgers, a recent graduate of Hills-Beaver  
Creek High School was among them.

Celebrations

Menu

Monday, July 6: Salis-
bury steak, mashed potatoes 
with gravy, peaches, cookie.

Tuesday, July 7: 
Chocolate Day — Pork loin, 
mashed potatoes with gravy, 
peas, fruit salad, brownie.

Wednesday, July 8: 
Meatloaf, baked potato with 
sour cream, stewed toma-
toes, dinner roll, blueberry 
crisp.

 Thursday, July 9: Baked 
fish, potato wedges, buttered 
beets, dinner roll, ice cream.

Friday, July 10: Picnic 
Day — BBQ chicken on a 
bun, creamy cucumber salad, 
fresh fruit, bar.

LSS Dining offers 
well-balanced and afford-
able meals in a community 
atmosphere.

Call Lynette Hoiland at 
283-9846 to arrange to pick 
up a dinner or for home-
delivered meals.

Gift certificates are avail-
able at the meal site or online 
at www.lssmn.org/nutrition.

Card showers
	 Darrell Hoeck will 
celebrate his 80th birthday 
on Saturday, July 4. Greet-
ings may be sent to him at 
623 141st Ave., Luverne, MN 
56156.

Lori Sorenson photos/0702 jubilee dayish

Green Lantern hosts
‘Jubilee Day-ish’ activities

The Green Lantern Bar and Grill hosted a modified version of Hardwick’s Jubilee Day 
Saturday with several events related to the annual celebration. The day included a 
cruise-in “parade and park,” a straw bale toss, a corn hole tournament and a DJ on the 
back patio. Jubilee Day normally includes a parade, community meal, kiddie pedal pull 
and inflatables, which the community club canceled due to pandemic social distancing 
concerns. Above: The modified Jubilee Day-ish events included a cruise-in parade and 
park of classic cars and other vehicles.

Jubilee Day-ish 
featured casual 

gatherings of friends, 
neighbors and 

visitors in Hardwick. 
Pictured here are 

(from left) Richard 
Moerke, Phil Vos, 
Mike Vos, Nancy 

Patton, Cindy 
Moerke, Loren Vos, 

Carol McClure, Doug 
McClure, Keith 

Swenson, McKenzie 
Kruse and Jonathan 

Swenson.
With children, Quinn (left) and Oliver, watching, Jesse 

Connell competes in the bale toss  in Hardwick on Saturday.

We welcome your
good news!

Share your special hap-
penings by using the forms 
on our website, www.star-

herald.com/webforms.
You can even upload a 

picture!

Bits, continued on page 7



  Rock County Star Herald  July 2, 2020  Page 7

Obituaries

	 Donald Dinger, 82, Britton, 
South Dakota, former-
ly of Hecla, South Da-
kota, died Friday, June 
19, 2020, at Wheatcrest 
Hills Health Center in 
Britton.
	 A memorial service 
will be at 11 a.m. Mon-
day, July 13, at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, 511 
Main Street, Hecla. 
Burial will follow at the 
Hecla City Cemetery. Visita-
tion will be one hour before 
the service at the church.
	 Donald Dinger was born 
Nov. 18, 1937, to William and 
Violet (Shilhanek) Dinger in 
Hecla. He attended school in 
Hecla and the University of 
South Dakota, Vermillion.
	 Donald married Carol 
Riehl on June 21, 1957. They 
made their home on the farm 
near Hecla until March 2007 
when they retired and moved 
to Britton. His wife, Carol, died 
on March 6, 2012. Donald con-
tinued to live in Britton until 
his death.
	 Donald was a member of 
St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Hecla and was also active in 
the Jaycees, the Hecla Alumni 
Association, Greater Hecla As-
sociation and Dinger family re-
unions. He enjoyed watching 
the Minnesota Twins and Vi-

kings games, fishing, playing 
softball, bowling 
and hunting. He 
also loved spend-
ing time with his 
children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

He is survived 
by his children, 
Jill (Steve) Smith, 
Donald B. (Lisa) 
Dinger and Janell 

Telin (Don Berger); his grand-
children, Jarret (Dani) Smith, 
Jami (Ben) Lemire, Kyle (Jen-
ny) Smith, Eric (Stephanie) 
Dinger, Alsion (Scott) Ritter, 
Brent (Ali) Dinger, Brady 
(Savannah) Dinger, Troy 
(Miranda) Telin and Tyson 
Telin; 12 great-grandchildren; 
his brothers, Dick (Shirley) 
Dinger and Darrel (Lorraine) 
Dinger; and his sisterts, Dixie 
(Russ) Clark, Bonnie (Dan) 
Olson and Judy (Gene) Sk-
oglund.
	 He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Carol; his parents; 
and siblings Harold (Jean) 
Dinger, Shirley (Delwyn) 
Tisher and Charlotte Keeter.
	 Arrangements are pro-
vided by Schriver’s Memorial 
Mortuary and Crematory, Ab-
erdeen, South Dakota, www.
schriversmemorial.com. 

                                   (0702 F)

Donald Dinger

	 Phillip Lawrence Duffy, 
80, Luverne, died 
Thursday, June 25, 
2020, at the Sanford 
Luverne Hospice 
Cottage.
	 A memorial ser-
vice will be at 10:30 
a.m. Thursday, July 
2, at St. Catherine 
Catholic Church in 
Luverne. A time of 
visitation will be 
one hour prior to the service 
at the church. Burial of cre-
mains will be at St. Catherine 
Cemetery in Luverne.
	 The family would like to 
invite everyone to The Lake 
for fellowship following the 
burial service.
	 In lieu of flowers, cards and 
memorials are preferred.
	 Phillip Duffy was born 
on Sept. 9, 1939, to Homer 
and Marie (Axelson) Duffy in 
Sherman, South Dakota. He 
graduated from Jasper High 
School.
	 Phillip married Loretta 
Schutz on April 26, 1962, at St. 
Rose of Lima Catholic Church 
in Garretson, South Dakota. 
After their marriage the couple 
lived briefly in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, before moving 
to Luverne. He started his 
career in construction, taking 
down telephone poles. He 
then worked with Mohr Sign 
in Luverne before starting 
his own sign business. In the 
1970s, with the onset of Dutch 

elm disease, he began his 
tree trimming and re-
moval business. In his 
later years he worked 
part time at Luverne 
Lanes.
	 Phillip was a mem-
ber of St. Catherine 
Catholic Church in 
Luverne. He was an 
avid sports fan and 
followed the Vikings, 
Wild, Twins, Timber-

wolves, University of Minne-
sota Gophers, and Fighting 
Irish of Notre Dame. He was 
also a fan of Luverne Cardinals 
wrestling and NASCAR racing. 
He enjoyed pool and pinochle.
	 When his children were 
younger he coached his sons 
in baseball and Cub Scout 
derby race events.
	 Phillip was known for his 
sense of humor, quick wit and 
kind heart.
	 He is survived by his five 
children, Daniel (Cori) Duffy, 
Lino Lakes, Denise (Bob) Bar-
rett, Sioux Falls, Darren (Lin-
sey) Duffy, Dell Rapids, South 
Dakota, David Duffy, Luverne, 
and Debra (Gary) Dohrmann, 
Foley; 11 grandchildren; and 
five great-grandchildren.
	 He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Loretta; a sister, a 
brother and his parents.
	 Arrangements are pro-
vided by Dingmann Funeral 
Home of Luverne, dingman-
nandsons.com.
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Phillip Duffy

	 Mar y Ellwein Guhin 
passed away on June 
24, 2020, at Ava’s 
House in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota. 
	 Mar y Ellwein 
was born Sept. 22, 
1948, at Sioux Valley 
Hospital in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota.
	 M a r y  g r e w 
up in Sioux Falls, 
Worthington, Min-
nesota, and Rapid City, South 
Dakota. She graduated from 
Rapid City Central in 1965 
and continued her education 
at Northern State University 
in Aberdeen, South Dakota. 
	 In 1968 she married Clark 
Guhin.
	 Mary is survived by her 
husband, Clark, of Sioux Falls 
and two children, Greg Guhin 
(Nareena) of Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
and Shannon Bergan (Chad) 
of Aberdeen, South  Dakota, 
and her sister Nancy Ellwein of 
Rapid City. She will be missed 
by her five grandchildren, Mia 
Bergan, Cole Bergan, Andrew 
Bergan, Turner Bergan, of 
Aberdeen, and Lucy Guhin of 
Tulsa. Other survivors include 
an army of Guhin brothers 
and sisters-in-law and her 
Ellwein cousins. Mary’s two 
dogs, Copper and Ike (the last 
good Republican) will be lost 
without her. 
	 Mary will be remembered 
for her love of animals, skill-
ful bridge play, and kindness 
to all who knew her. Her son 
once described her as “kind of 
nice and kind of dorky” to the 
mother of one of his teenage 
friends. Mary embraced this 
description and proudly lived 

with it the rest of her life.
	Her grandchildren 
will miss her encour-
aging texts in support 
of all their academic 
and sports activities. 
She would need the 
occasional reminder 
that she was writing 

“texts” not “textbooks.”
	Before she became 
ill, Mary worked for 
the city of Luverne, 

Minnesota, as an administra-
tive assistant and city admin-
istrator. After a stint as city 
administrator, she moved on 
to be the executive director of 
Blue Mound Tower, a high rise 
for the elderly and people with 
disabilities in Luverne. Mary 
loved the job and the people at 
the Tower and was employed 
there until illness forced her 
to retire.
	 In compliance with Mary’s 
instructions, no funeral ser-
vice is scheduled. A private 
family service will take place at 
Black Hills National Cemetery 
in Sturgis, South Dakota, at a 
later date.
	 Mary was preceded in 
death by her parents, Lloyd 
and Arta Ellwein, father-in-
law Francis Guhin, mother-in-
law Marion Jean Guhin, and 
brother-in-law Todd Guhin.
	 The family would like to 
thank Patient Care EMS, Sioux 
Falls Fire Rescue, Sanford 
Emergency Room staff, ICU 
staff and the staff at Ava’s 
House for their kindness and 
professionalism.
	 Memorials in Mary’s name 
may be sent to the Sioux Falls 
Area Humane Society.
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	 Joyce Thulin Holm, 89, 
Luverne, died Satur-
day, June 13, 2020.
	 A time of fellow-
ship will be from 9:30 
to 10:30 a.m. Friday, 
July 10, at the Maple-
wood Cemetery in 
Luverne. A private 
family graveside ser-
vice will be at Ma-
plewood Cemetery 
in Luverne. To live 
stream the graveside service, 
go to www.facebook.com/
DingmannFH.
	 Joyce Thulin was born Jan. 
17, 1931, to Bert and Josephine 
(Nelson) Thulin in Litchfield. 
She graduated from Litchfield 
High School, earned her nurs-
ing degree in 1954 from the 
University of Minnesota and 
later went on to earn her mas-
ter’s degree in public health, 
also from the University of 
Minnesota.
	 Joyce began her career as a 
nurse in Luverne in 1956 for Dr. 
Boone. She later worked as the 
school nurse for the Pipestone 
School District and then the 
Nobles-Rock County Public 
Health Nursing Service. She 
was an assistant professor of 
nursing at Brookings, South 
Dakota, then at Quincy, Il-
linois, and then at Southwest 
Minnesota State in Marshall.  
Joyce retired in 1993 after 
serving residents of southwest 
Minnesota working in Public 
Health Nursing and Services 
for Children with Handicaps 
with the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health.
	 Joyce and Charles (Cub) 

Holm were married on June 
26, 1954, at the First 
Lutheran Church 
in Grove City. They 
moved to Luverne 
in 1956 after Cub’s 
discharge from the 
army and operat-
ed Holm Funeral 
Home. Upon retire-
ment, Joyce and Cub 
moved to Green Lake 
in Spicer and then 

to Tucson, Arizona. Joyce 
returned to Luverne in 2016 
following Cub’s move to the 
Minnesota Veterans Home in 
Luverne. Cub died in 2018.
	 Joyce was a member of the 
Luverne Chapter of Eastern 
Star, Moccasins and Flower 
Club, Luverne United Meth-
odist Church, Rock County 
Historical Society, Minnesota 
Historical Society, and Sigma 
Theta Tau National Honor 
Society of Nursing.
	 Joyce is survived by her 
three daughters, Jodyne Holm 
of Austin, Texas, Jill (Jim) 
Holmes of Cedar Rapid, Iowa, 
and Jennifer (Tom) Hey of 
Marshall; six grandchildren, 
Carina Miller, Charles Miller, 
Tom Holmes (Leah Eby), Peter 
Holmes, Sami Hey, and Syd-
ney Hey; three great-grand-
children; her sister, Dena 
Waters of Minneapolis; her 
brother, Bob Thulin of Con-
necticut; and her nephews and 
nieces.
	 Arrangements are pro-
vided by Dingmann Funeral 
Home, Luverne, dingman-
nandsons.com.
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	 William LeRoy Kannen-
berg, 89, Luverne, 
died Sunday, June 28, 
2020, at the Sanford 
USD Medical Center 
in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota. 
	 A funeral ser-
vice is at 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 1, 
with visitation be-
ginning at noon, at 
St. John Lutheran 
Church in Luverne. Burial 
with military honors will fol-
low at Maplewood Cemetery 
in Luverne.
	 William Kannenberg was 
born Sept. 19, 1930, to Orval 
and Kathryn (Hamann) Kan-
nenberg in Omaha, Nebraska. 
Shortly after his birth, the fam-
ily moved to Luverne, where 
he was raised and received his 
education. He was confirmed 
in the faith on June 25, 1944, at 
St. John Lutheran Church in 
Luverne. He graduated from 
Luverne High School in 1948. 
He then entered the U.S. Navy 
and served until his honorable 
discharge on June 14, 1952, 
when he returned to Luverne. 
He worked with his father at 
Kannenberg Dray.
	 On March 1, 1952, he mar-
ried Florence Haag at St. John 
Lutheran Church in Kilma-
nagh, Michigan. The couple 
lived in Luverne, and Bill con-
tinued to work with his father 
until his father retired in 1961. 

Bill then became employed at 
Terrace Park Dairy in 
Luverne. When that 
company closed, Bill 
worked at Campbell 
Soup Company in 
Worthington until 
his retirement.

Bill was a mem-
ber of St. John Lu-
theran Church in 
Luverne, where he 
served as church 

elder and usher and partici-
pated in Stephen Ministry. Bill 
was also a member of the Dell 
Hogan American Legion Post 
123 and VFW Post 2757, both in 
Luverne. He enjoyed watching 
sports of all kinds.
	 Bill is survived by his 
wife, Florence Kannenberg 
of Luverne; five children, Wil-
liam (Lisa) Kannenberg of 
Minneapolis, Vickie (Verlyn 

“Bub”) Hanson of Madison, 
South Dakota, Scott (Ruth) 
Kannenberg of Sioux Falls, 
Mark (Margaret “Meg”) Kan-
nenberg of Sioux Falls, and 
David (Kathy) Kannenberg 
of Kennet Square, Pennsyl-
vania; 13 grandchildren; 16 
great-grandchildren; and five 
great-great-grandchildren.
	 He was preceded in death 
by his parents.
	 Arrangements are provid-
ed by Hartquist Funeral Home 
of Luverne, www.hartquistfu-
neral.com.
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William Kannenberg

Shane Shannon St.Clair, 
55, died on April 18, 
2020, in a single-
vehicle motorcycle 
accident.
	 A memorial ser-
vice will be at 1:30 
p.m. Saturday, July 11, 
2020, at the Minne-
haha Funeral Home 
in Dell Rapids, South 
Dakota.
	 Shane St.Clair 
was born April 7, 1965, to 
Charles and Annette (Fod-
ness) St.Clair in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota. His family 
moved to Chester, South Da-
kota, in his early childhood. He 
graduated from Chester High 
School in 1983.
	 Shane was married to 
JoLynn McClain from 1986 
to 1999. They had two 
sons, Jordan and Andrew 
St.Clair. Shane graduated 
from Mitchell Technical In-
stitute Lineman College in 
1988. From 1989-2015 he 
worked for Otter Tail Power 
as a lineman and service 
representative. In 2015 he 
was hired by Minnesota Mu-
nicipal Utilities Association, 
where he worked as a regional 
safety coordinator and JT&S 
Instructor. He continued 
serving many communi-
t i e s  i n  S o u t h  D a k o t a , 
Minnesota, North Dakota and 
Wisconsin. 
	 In  1 9 8 5  Sha n e  a l s o 
joined the South Dakota 
Air National Guard where 
he served in the 114th 
Fighter Wing, Civil Engineer 
Squadron. Using his profes-
sional lineman training he 
worked on many assignments 

in-countr y and around 
t h e  w o r l d  s e t -
ting up hospitals, 
base camps, and 
stabilizing infrastruc-
ture. He was also 
deployed to Afghani-
stan in 2001 as part 
of Operation Endur-
ing Freedom, and to 
Iraq in 2003 as part of 
Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. He was honor-

ably discharged in 2006 as a 
first sergeant. Shane enjoyed 
traveling and was known to 
take long vacations to savor 
the places he visited, and he 
made friends everywhere. 
Some of his favorite activities 
were riding motorcycle and 
watching his kids and grand-
kids at sporting events.
	 Shane is survived by his 
mother, Annette St.Clair of 
Chester, South Dakota; sons 
Jordan (Steffanie) St.Clair of 
Luverne and Andrew St.Clair 
of Lennox, South Dakota; 
grandsons Charlie, Kaleb, 
and Jameson St.Clair; stepson 
Brady Anderson; sister Ranae 
(Grant) Williams of Monticel-
lo; a niece; aunts and uncles; 
and other relatives and friends.
	 Shane was preceded in 
death by his father, Charles 
St.Clair, and grandparents 
Wald and Edith St.Clair.
	 T r i b u t a r y  d o nat i o n s 
to the VFW may be made 
in honor of Shane St.Clair 
at vfw.org/foundation/foun-
dation-donate.
	 Arrangements are pro-
vided by Minnehaha Funeral 
Home of Dell Rapids, mnfhg@
alliancecom.net.
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Shane St.Clair

trustees, K. K. Hellie, W. F. 
Finke, P. P. Sundahl; recorder, 
J. B. Stordahl; treasurer, C. 
J. Woodrow; assessor, F. C. 
Nuffer; justices, Niels Jacobson, 
H. A. Twange; constable, E. 
Nerison.

10 Signed by August C. Finke, O. 
F. Starr, W. J. Kinne, F. C. Nuffer, A. V. 
Greene, L. Quam, W. Jennings, Hans 
Nelson, John Helgeson, Martin B. 
Hippi, S. S. Brovald, D. S. Walter, Anfin 
Osboe, O. T. Rovang, S. Hagen, Ole 
Lund, E. W. Munson, Halvor Julson, P. 
H. Bly, H. E. Wyum, J. F. Jordan, John 
Rudd, F. W. Purcell, Helge Rue, G. Rue, 
J. N. Jacobson, M. Anderson, G. B. An-
derson, Ole Severson, F. H. Fritz, Ole 
O. Rue, Jr., J. R. Wright, F. A. Webster 
and Ole M. Ruud.

11Signed by John Helgeson, P. L. 
Breden, R. G. Garner, A. C. Finke, O. 
T. Rovang, J. H. Finke, O. J. Nash, J. H. 
Cox, C. W. Olander, Edward Larson, 
G. Rogness, Fred York, J. F. Jordan, 
F. B. Myrick, O. B. Severson, W. Jen-
nings, Lars Engebretson, A. Hynden, 
Iver Thompson, H. A. Twange, Jacob 

Nerison, John Thorson, Carl, Loft-
ness, Evan Sather, D. S. Walter, J. N. 
Jacobson, Halvor Julson, Nels G. 
Sundem, W. F. Finke, K. O. Rue, W. 
A. Larson, S. S. Brovold, A. T. Sexe, 
William Thompson, A. E. Cleveland, 
H. E. Wyum, Martin Nelson, Ole O. 
Rue, T. Nigaard, Peder Holverson, T. 
Lien and K. K. Hellie.

12Were appointed.
	 13Hills has never had a licensed 
saloon. Prior to 1908 the question 
was not put to a vote and the council 
did not grant license. In 1908 the 
vote was twenty-three for license 
to forty-seven against. In 1909 the 
question was not an issue and in 
1910 the vote was twenty-eight for 
to sixty-two against.
	
	 The story of the village of 
Hills will continue in the   July 
9 edition of the Star Herald.
	 Donations to the Rock 
County Historical Society can 
be sent to the Rock County 
Historical Society, 312 E. Main 
Street, Luverne, MN 56156.

Bits/continued from page 6
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By Jason Berghorst
The Luverne Redbirds 

went 2-1 this past week and 
now stand at 6-1 for the 
season.

Luverne defeated the 
Ruthton Royals 10-0 Wednes-
day, June 24, at home before 
suffering the first loss of the 
season to the Jackson Bulls 
Friday at Redbird Field. 

The Redbirds returned to 
the win column with a 12-0 
victory in Tracy Sunday. 

Luverne travels to the 
Milroy Irish July 1 and to 
Adrian Sunday before host-
ing the Renner 38 team at 
Redbird Field July 8. 

Luverne 10, Ruthton 0
Luverne hosted the 

Ruthon Royals for a mid-
week game at Redbird Field 
June  24. 

The hosts were not all 
that friendly, however, as two 
Redbird pitchers combined 
to strike out ten Ruthton bat-
ters while giving up only two 
hits and no runs in the 10-0 

Luverne victory. 
Tyler Reisdorfer pitched 

the first five innings for 
Luverne and earned the win. 
Reisdorfer struck out nine 
Royals. Declan Beers pitched 
two innings of relief, striking 
out one and giving up no hits. 

At the plate, Luverne 
had a balanced effort. Codie 
Zeutenhorst and Logan Nor-
man had two hits and two 
RBIs each. 

Skyler Wenninger scored 
two Redbird runs and seven 
other players scored one run 
each. 

Box Score
Ruthton  	 0 0 0 0 0 0 0     0
Luverne	 0 0 3 1 2 2 2   10

	 AB	 H	 R	 BI
Reisdorfer	 2	 1	 1	 1
Crabtree	 1	 1	 1	 0
Beers	 3	 0	 1	 0
Wenninger	 3	 1	 2	 1
Zeutenhorst	 3	 2	 1	 2
Serie	 3	 0	 0	 0
Buss	 1	 0	 0	 0
Norman	 5	 2	 1	 2
Haugen	 3	 1	 1	 1
Lundgren	 2	 1	 1	 0
Nath	 3	 1	 1	 1

July events planned 
for this Friday
and Saturday

Luverne’s Dave Duffy an-
nounced that the three annual 
events he organizes each July 
are on for this year. 

The July 4 Davis Lake 
Triathlon will be divided into 
two races. 

The Minnow Race begins 
at 8:30 a.m. and includes a 
quarter-mile kayak course, a 
two-mile bike ride and a 1-mile 
run.

The Shark Race begins at 
9:15 a.m. It includes kayaking 
for a half mile, biking for nine 
miles and running for 2.5 miles. 

This year’s four-person 
Wienerman Race is scheduled 
for Friday, July 17, with a 6 p.m. 
start at The Lake. 

The July 18 Tour de Donut 
Minnesota bike ride will in-
clude options of 10, 17, 33 or 
55 miles. The 55-mile race will 
begin at 7 a.m. and the other 
races begin at 8 a.m. 

For more information or 
to register, visit allsportcentral.
com or call Duffy at 507-920-
3345.

Sports brief

Luverne Redbirds
June 4      at Brandon Valley     4-3   W
June 13    at Castlewood           9-5   W
June 13    at Castlewood           9-0   W
June 17    Tracy Engineers     12-1   W  
June 24    Ruthton Royals       10-0   W
June 26    Jackson Bulls         12-2    L
June 28    Tracy Engineers     12-0   W
July 1       at Milroy Irish           8:00pm
July 5       at Adrian                   2:00pm
July 8       Renner 38+ (Home) 7:30pm
July 9       Renner                      7:30pm
July 12     at Hadley                  4:30pm
July 15     Hadley (Home)         7:30pm
July 17     SF Brewers              TBD
July 19     Pipestone (Home)   2:00pm
July 22     Playoffs begin              

19U (American Legion)
June 19    Lennox                       8-6    L
June 20    Sioux Falls West       2-1   W
June 21    Fargo Bombers       10-5   W
July 6       at RTR    	  		       7:30pm
July 9       at Worthington		     7:30pm
July 13     Marshall (Home) 	     7:30pm
July 16     Tracy (Home)           7:30pm
July 18     Marshall Tournament 
July 20     Minneota (Home)     7:30pm 
July 22     at Adrian                   7:30pm
July 28     Jackson (Home)       7:30pm
July 30     RTR (Home)              7:30pm
Aug 7-8    End of Year Tournament

17U (Junior Legion)
June 19   Renner                        5-3    L
June 20   Watertown                  7-1    L
June 21   West Central              5-5    T
July 6       Hadley (Home)		     5:30pm
July 9       at Worthington		     5:30pm
July 13     at Marshall Black	    5:30pm
July 16     Tracy (Home)			      5:30pm 
July 20     Minneota (Home)	    5:30pm 
July 22     at Adrian    	           5:30pm 
July 27     at Marshall Orange  6:00pm 
July 28     Jackson (Home)       6:00pm 
July 30     Pipestone (Home)    5:30pm 
Aug 7-8    End of Year Tournament

*All Schedules subject to change

The Fourth of July should 
have every American think-
ing about our independence 
and those who made sacrific-
es to keep America free. I am 
not sure that an ever-growing 
percentage of our population 
still keeps those thoughts at 
the top of the list for this na-
tional holiday.

As a kid growing up, I 
remember that almost ev-
ery neighborhood would 
be plastered with American 
flags waving in the wind up 
and down almost every street 
in the land. I fly two lighted 
flags every day of the year. 
One is at my home and other 
on the very top of the hill on 
my wildlife property.

My dad, Marv Rall, 
served in Korea. My son, 
Brandon Rall, served in the 
Marines and did two tours in 
the sandbox. My niece, Katie 
Rall, is with a medical wing in 

the Air Force, and her broth-
er, my nephew, Sam Rall, is 
with military intelligence in 
the Army.

I have countless other 
family and friends who have 
served our county, and I, for 
one, know that some of the 
things they have seen and 
endured is more than I could 
have taken. It is this fam-
ily connection to the military 
that has created such an ad-
miration for those willing to 
risk their lives for citizens of 

this great country.
I have been a volunteer 

for Pheasants Forever for 
more than 30 years. I have 
participated in hundreds 
of different wildlife habitat 
projects and been involved 
with more than a few public 
land acquisitions. All of this 
effort is what satisfies my 
core.

There is one project we 
started a few years back that 
is far different. We hooked up 
with an organization called 

Warriors Never Give Up. 
There is nothing completely 
different about them. There 
are many groups and pro-
grams that take current and 
past members of our military 
ranks hunting and fishing. 
This one just happened to 
be very close to home as it is 
headquartered out of Bran-
don, South Dakota. 

I was looking at a very 
large photo on the wall in 
my living room this morn-
ing which had 15 service-
men and women in it along 
with 15 volunteer guides and 
several other support staff. 
It was a photo full of smiles, 
dogs, guns and a very large 
dose of camaraderie. It was 
to me almost reverent.

I have met soldiers from 
all across the country. Six to 
seven different states were 
represented at last year’s 
hunt. At the dinner the eve-

ning before, we had all of the 
Vietnam veterans come to 
the front of the room. When 
they were assembled, we 
all formed a line and shook 
their hands and welcomed 
them home. The returning 
soldiers of that era could not 
even wear their uniforms in 
the airport without being spit 
on or chastised. 

My eyes were leaking 
when one vet broke down. 
He was 73 years old, and as 
he gave me a big hug he said, 

“I was never welcomed home; 
this is the very first time.” At 
that moment I was forever 
changed. This man left his 
home when he was 18 years 
old and served in a foreign 
land, full of death and peril, 
and his country ignored and 
abandoned him upon his re-
turn.

I am grateful that the 
current situation today treats 

returning men and women 
very differently. Pheasants 
Forever chapters all over 
the nation are part of that 
change. Appreciation hunts 
are now common. It is my in-
tent to honor these men and 
women by helping them to 
enjoy the outdoors and the 
flush of a wild rooster.

You can personally take 
part in these efforts or at least 
support the organizations 
that I do. I met a vet that the 
local chamber sent my way. 
His name is Tom Weick. He 
lives in Utah. He and I are go-
ing to have a beer this Octo-
ber, and I intend to welcome 
him home.

Scott Rall, Worthington, is 
a habitat conservationist, avid 
hunting and fishing enthusi-
ast and is president of Nobles 
County Pheasants Forever. He 
can be reached at scottarall@
gmail.com.

Remember July 4th by taking veterans hunting through ‘Warriors Never Give Up’ program

By Scott Rall, Outdoors columnist

The Outdoors

Scoreboard

Smith wins Feature race in Slayton

Photo courtesy of Randy Beers/Murray County Wheel-Herald 
Jeremy Smith (second from left) of Luverne took home the checkered flag of the A Modified 
feature race at Murray County Speedway in Slayton Friday. Pictured (from left) are Aaron 
Betz, Jeremy Smith, Lindsay Appel and Jared Smith.

Luverne Redbirds earn two shutouts and first loss
Jackson 12, Luverne 2

The Luverne Redbirds 
suffered their first loss of the 
season Friday at home.

After starting the season 
5-0, the Redbirds came up 
short to the Jackson Bulls 
12-2. 

Jackson scored seven 
runs in the first two innings 
and Luverne was unable to 
make up for the slow start. 

The first Redbirds hit 
didn’t come until the fifth 
inning when Jake Haugen 
reached base on a single. 

“We really didn’t do any-
thing very well,” said Red-
birds player-manager Brooks 
Mauer. 

“We didn’t hit very well 
and had three or four errors,” 
he added. “It was a combi-
nation of a lot of things not 
going right.”

The Redbirds scored 
their only two runs in the 
sixth inning. 

Jaxon Nelson, Ethan 
Beyer, Quinn Buss and Hau-

gen each had a hit for Luverne. 
Haugen pitched the first 

1 1/3 innings for Luverne. Ben 
Serie was on the mound for 
the next 4 2/3 innings before 
Skyler Wenninger pitched 
the final inning. 

Limited information and 
no box scores were available 
for this game. 

Luverne 12, Tracy 0
Cade Wenninger made 

the most of his first amateur 
baseball start Sunday in 
Tracy. 

The Luverne High School 
incoming senior scored three 
runs off two hits and batted 
in two more runs during the 
Redbirds’ 12-0 victory over 
the Tracy Engineers. 

Skyler Wenninger and 
Derek Lundgren each had 
three hits in the game with 
Skyler Wenninger adding 
three RBIs. 

Ben Serie scored twice 
and added an RBI for Luverne. 

Lundgren started the 

game on the mound for the 
Redbirds. He struck out five 
while giving up only one hit 
and one walk.

Quinn Buss pitched 
two solid innings of relief. 
Buss struck out one and 
gave up no hits. 

“We had a real solid 
game,” said Luverne man-
ager Brooks Mauer.

“We got ahead at the 
start and controlled the 
rest of the game,” he added. 

“Lundgren and Buss only 
gave up one hit the whole 
game.”  

Box Score
Tracy  	 0 0 0 0 0 0 0     0
Luverne	 1 4 2 1 0 4 0   12

	 AB	 H	 R	 BI
Lundgren	 4	 3	 3	 1
Beers	 4	 1	 1	 0
Paquette	 2	 1	 0	 1
S. Wenninger	 4	 3	 0	 3
Zeutenhorst	 5	 1	 0	 0
Serie	 3	 1	 2	 1
Haugen	 5	 1	 1	 1
C. Wenninger	 3	 2	 3	 2
Nath	 2	 1	 1	 0
Beyer	 0	 0	 0	 1

Local team now 6-1 on the season; next game July 1

Logan Norman (at bat) had two hits including a fifth-inning double that scored a run. He 
also had two RBIs during the Redbirds home win over Ruthton June 24.

Jason Berghorst photos/0702 Redbirds 
Luverne pitcher Tyler Reisdorfer struck out nine batters and 
gave up only two hits in five innings on the mound June 24.

0702-Racing

Smith wins Feature race in 
Slayton

By Jason Berghorst
Rock County racecar 

drivers had another busy 
weekend at area dirt tracks. 

Luverne’s Jeremy Smith 
highlighted local results 
when he won the IMCA 
Modifieds A Feature race at 
Murray County Speedway in 
Slayton Friday night. 

Local drivers also com-
peted at Rapid Speedway in 
Rock Rapids, Iowa, Friday 
night and at I-90 Speedway 
near Hartford, South Dakota, 
Saturday. 

Rapid Speedway
Eric Gaul of Luverne 

followed his Hobby Stocks 
win last week with a solid 
fourth-place finish in the A 
Feature race Friday night in 
Rock Rapids. 

Ca d y n  We s s e l s  o f 
Luverne placed seventh in 
the B feature of the same 
class. 

Kaden Kracht of Steen 
and Brandon Boeve of Bea-

ver Creek placed sixth and 
seventh, respectively, in the 
Sportsman’s A feature race 
in Rock Rapids. 

Murray County Speedway

Jeremy Smith of Luverne 
earned the checkered flag in 
the A Modifieds class Friday 
night at the Murray County 
Speedway in Slayton. 

After placing second the 

week before, Smith took the 
top spot this week after plac-
ing second in the A Modified 
heat race. 

The win was Smith’s first 
of the 2020 season. 

“Most races are won in the 
shop and that’s true for this 
one,” Smith said. “Thanks to 
my crew who help me every 
week and to my sponsors.”

I-90 Speedway
Luverne’s Cadyn Wessels 

raced in the Hobby Stocks 
class at the I-90 Speedway  
Saturday night. 

Wessels placed sixth in 
his heat race before finishing 
eighth in the B feature contest. 

Below is a summary of 
weekend results for Rock 
County drivers. 

Rapid Speedway – June 26
Sportsman’s A Feature
K. Kracht	   Steen				    6th
B. Boeve		  Beaver Creek	 7th

USRA Hobby Stocks A Feature
E. Gaul	   Luverne		  4th

USRA Hobby Stocks B Feature 
C. Wessels	   Luverne		  7th

USRA Stock Cars A Feature
K. Kremin	   Kenneth		  10th
S. Kalass	   Luverne		  11th
L. Kracht	   Magnolia		  13th
C. Arends	   Luverne		  16th

Murray Speedway – June 26
IMCA Modifieds A Feature
J. Smith	   Luverne		  1st

I-90 Speedway – June 27
USRA Hobby Stocks B Feature
C. Wessels	   Luverne		  8th
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Built on

a Rock

by Pastor Ron Nichols
Grace Lutheran Church, 

Luverne

I 
choose 

love
	 I was recently inspired 
by the writings of Max 
Lucado, author, preacher 
and storyteller. I believe 
the gist of his article has 
to do with how we face 
the new day. It’s a choice, 
according to Lucado, how 
we start the day.
	 Perhaps the day before 
is still not out of our 
minds, but the new day 
and how we approach it is 
a choice.
	 “I choose love,” his 
article declares. “No oc-
casion justifies hatred; no 
injustice warrants bitter-
ness. I choose love. Today 
I will love God and what 
God loves.”
	 Lucado writes more 
choices to be made, but 
this one choice is enough 
for a whole day of medita-
tion.
	 You know some days 
you just want to stay in 
bed. Some days you can’t 
shake yesterday out of 
your head. But what if we 
choose to live our days in 
God’s love? This could be 
a choice well made.
	 And what would our 
day be like if we choose to 
love what God loves? One 
can only imagine such a 

But what
if we choose
to live our

days in God’s 
love?

This could
be a choice
well made.

feat.
	 Life in God is a choice 
of how we see the world 
around us. Our view 
doesn’t change the world, 
but it does change us.

The Star Herald reached out to churches for their wor-
ship information in the absence of in-person worship 
services, due to coronavirus social distancing. Those 
that responded are listed here. Those that would like 
to have information posted here should call the Star 

Herald or email editor@star-herald.com.

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne

St. Catherine Ph. 283-8502; www.stscl.org
Monsignor Gerald Kosse, Pastor

Public mass will be celebrated with a limit of 50 percent capacity of the 
church. Masses: 9 a.m. Wednesday, 10 a.m. Friday and 8:30 a.m. Sunday. 
No mass, communion service or rosary at care centers at this time. 5 
p.m. Saturdays and 8:30 a.m. mass will be live streamed on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/stccluverne/videos/. Visit www.stscl.org for 
more information.

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne

Office Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982
www.luverncrc.com — office@luvernecrc.com

Roger Sparks, Pastor
We are streaming Sunday services live on Roger Sparks’ Facebook page 
at 9:30 am and 6:30 pm. Send him a friend request if you’re not connected. 
You may also visit our website for delayed broadcasts. Also our services are 
on local cable TV at 5:30 pm on Wednesdays and at 6:30 pm on Thursdays. 
In all circumstances, may we joyfully declare: “Our help is in the name of the 
Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 124:8.

First Baptist Church
1033 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne 

Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org
Walt Moser, Pastor

Sunday 10:30 a.m. worship service can be viewed live on Facebook through 
a link on the website: www.fbcluverne.org or directly on our Facebook page: 
First Baptist Church of Luverne MN.  Services are posted to the website on 
Tuesday and are available to view, along with past sermons. Vast Channel 3 
will also air our service Thursdays at 8 p.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne 

Ph. 507-283-4431; www.graceluverne.org — graceluverne@iw.net
Ron Nichols, Pastor / Ann Zastrow, Associate Pastor

Beginning Saturday weekly in-person worship services 5:30 p.m. Saturday 
and 9 a.m. Sunday. Limited seating is available. Register online by 5 p.m. on 
the church website or by calling the church office. Online, TV and Radio Wor-
ship options are still available. Online Sundays 9 a.m. on the church website 
www.graceluverne.org, click Worship tab or go directly to our Facebook page 
at Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne. TV: Vast Channel 3 will air our worship 
service Mondays at 4:30 PM and Fridays at 6:30 PM. Radio:  KQAD-AM 
Radio will air our worship service on Sundays at 8:15 AM.

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne

Ph. 507-283-4571 or 507-449-0291 or 605-215-9834
pastorapalmquist67@yahoo.com

Andrew Palmquist, Pastor
Online worship and devotions at home. See our Facebook page, Bethany 
Lutheran Church (Luverne). Also visit els.org for online worship opportunities 
with our sister churches.

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne 

Ph. 283-8600; email: office@arcluverne.org 
Mike Altena, Pastor

9:30 a.m. indoor service. Worship services are also broadcast on Vast Chan-
nel 3 on Mondays at 6 PM and Wednesdays at 4 PM. DVD’s available upon 
request. To stay up to date on announcements, follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram @arcluverne. 

First Assembly of God Church
1075 110th Ave., 2 miles west of Luverne on County Rd. 4 

United Methodist Church 
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne

Ph. 283-4529; email: luverneumc@iw.net
Sunday, 10 a.m. Worship Service – live streamed. Thursdays 1-3 pm – 
Rock County Food Shelf curbside. Saturday 8 pm – AA Meeting. Sunday 
10:30 am - Worship Service – Services held on radio and live on Facebook. 
YouTube will also have services posted. ALIVE Youth Group lessons will 
led by areas leader as shared. Monday 8 pm – AA Meeting and Wednes-
day, 6 pm.

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne

Ph. 283-4787; email: Firstpc@iw.net— www.fpcluverne.com
Jason Cunningham, Pastor

Worship through Facebook Live at regular 10:15 time on Sunday morning. 
Our Facebook page can be found under First Presbyterian Church of Luverne. 
We are also on the local Luverne cable station at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and 10 a.m. on Thursdays.

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne

Ph. 283-2316; email: stjohn@iw.net
www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org 

Worship services Saturday 5:30 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. Limit is 75 people. 
Attendees must call the church office prior to noon Saturday. Services will 
be available on the Vast channel 3 Sunday and online at the city website, 
cityofluverne.org. 

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St., Luverne

Ph. 449-0057; www.livingrockswmn.org
Billy Skaggs, Pastor

New Life Celebration Church
110 N. Oakley, Luverne

Ph. 449-6522; email: newlifecelebration@gmail.com

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 E. 2nd St., P.O. Box 36, Hardwick

Ph. (507) 669-2855; zionoffice@alliancecom.net
Jesse Baker, Pastor 

Ben Clare United Methodist Church
26762 Ben Clare Ave., Valley Springs, S.D.

igtwlb@WOW.net
Bill Bates, Pastor

First Lutheran Church 
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D. 

Ph. (605) 757-6662 
Laura Phillips, Pastor

Video worship via YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St., Garretson, S.D. 

Ph. (507) 597-6257 — firstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Laura Phillips, Pastor

Video worship via YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3rd St., P.O Box 73, Beaver Creek 

Ph. 507-935-5025 
email: lori.firstpres@gmail.com

Thursday 10 a.m. worship service on VAST and Mediacom. 7 p.m. Sunday 
10:15 a.m. worship service viewed live on First Presbyterian Church Facebook 
page. Tuesday 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. worship service on VAST and Mediacom. 

Magnolia United Methodist Church 
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia

Ph. 605-215-3429
email: magnoliamnumc@gmail.com

Nancy Manning, Pastor

Steen Reformed Church 
112 W. Church Ave., Steen

Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
112 N. Main St., Hills

Ph. 962-3270
Worship at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Hills will be online only until further 
notice. Worship will be streamed live to Facebook at Bethlehem of Hills MN 
Sunday morning at 10:30AM. You can find more info on our website blchills.org.

Hills United Reformed Church 
410 S. Central Ave., Hills 

Office Ph. 962-3254
hillsurc@alliancecom.net

Alan Camarigg, Pastor
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Duncan probate
STATE OF MINNESOTA		  IN DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF ROCK		  FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PROBATE DIVISION

In Re: Estate of		  Court File No. 67-PR-20-139

Mary A. Duncan aka                                   ORDER AND NOTICE OF HEARING ON
Mary Adeline Duncan	                       PETITION FOR FORMAL ADJUDICATION OF
aka Mary Duncan,	                    INTESTACY, DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP AND
               Deceased	 APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

IN UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

	 It is Ordered and Notice is hereby given that on July 20, 2020, at 8:30 o’clock a.m., 
a hearing will be held in this Court at the Rock County Courthouse, Luverne, Minnesota, 
on Petition of Douglas A. Duncan for the adjudication of intestacy and determination of 
heirship of the above named Decedent, and for the appointment of Douglas A. Duncan, 
whose address is 209 E. Barck Ave., Luverne, MN 56156, as Personal Representa-
tive of the Estate of the Decedent in an unsupervised administration. Any objections 
to the Petition must be filed with the Court prior to or raised at the hearing. If proper 
and if no objections are filed or raised, the Personal Representative will be appointed 
to administer the Estate, to collect all assets, to pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and personal property, and to do all necessary acts for the Estate. 
	 Notice is also given that (subject to Minn. Stat. 524-3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are required to present the claims to the Personal Repre-
sentatives or to the Court Administrator within four (4) months after the date of this 
Notice or the claims will be barred. 	                	 	 	

	 Dated: 6/15/ 2020                                                    	District Court Judge,
     	 	 	 	 Probate Court Division
	 	 	 	 Court Administrator
	 	 	 	 /s/ Denise Brandel
	 	 	 	 Deputy Court Administrator
	 /s/ Paul Malone	 	 	 /s/ Jennifer Thode
	 Paul M. Malone (#66941)	 	 	
	 MALONE & MAILANDER
	 Attorneys at Law
	 2605 Broadway Avenue
	 P. O. Box 256
	 Slayton, MN 56172-0256
	 Phone: (507) 836-8581
	 Fax: (507) 836-08851	
	 Email: pmalone@iw.net	 	 	                      (06-25, 07-02)	
	 	 	 	 	

Luverne School District seeks 
bids for dairy products

REQUEST FOR BIDS
 LUVERNE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

	 Notice is hereby given that bids will be received until 10:30 a.m. on 
Thursday, July 16, 2020, at the Office of the Superintendent, Luverne High 
School, Luverne, Minnesota, for the furnishing of the following products:
	           A. Dairy Products
	 Detailed specifications and information are available at the Office of the Superintendent 
of Schools.
	 The School Board reserves the right to reject any and all quotes and bids and 
to waive any technicalities.

Tim Jarchow,
Clerk

(07-02, 07-09)

Luverne School District seeks 
quotes for vehicle fuels

REQUEST FOR QUOTES
 LUVERNE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

	 Notice is hereby given that quotes for vehicle fuels will be received
until 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, July 16, 2020, at the Office of Superintendent, Luverne 
High School, Luverne, Minnesota.
	 Detailed specifications and information are available at the Office of the
Superintendent of Schools.
	 The School Board reserves the right to reject any and all quotes and bids and 
to waive any technicalities.
	 Tim Jarchow

Clerk
(07-02, 07-09)

Luverne School District seeks 
quotes for bakery products

REQUEST FOR QUOTES
 LUVERNE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

	 Notice is hereby given that quotes for bakery products will be received until 
11:30 a.m. on Thursday, July 16, 2020, at the Office of the Superintendent, Luverne 
High School, Luverne, Minnesota.
	 Detailed specifications and information are available at the Office of the Superintendent 
of Schools.
	 The School Board reserves the right to reject any and all quotes and bids and 
to waive any technicalities.

Tim Jarchow
Clerk

(07-02, 07-09)

Veldkamp probate
STATE OF MINNESOTA		  DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK                                                              FIFTH JUDICIAL COURT

Court File No.: 67-PR-20-132

In Re: Estate of		  NOTICE OF INFORMAL
				    PROBATE OF WILL AND
Elmer B. Veldkamp,  		  INFORMAL APPOINTMENT OF
                  Decedent,		          PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

	 Notice is given that an Application for Informal Probate of Will and Infor-
mal Appointment of Personal Representative was filed with the Registrar, along 
with a Will dated June 25, 2013. The Registrar accepted the application and 
appointed Jim L. Veldkamp, whose address is 152-251st Street, Jasper, Min-
nesota 56144, to serve as the personal representative of the decedent's estate.
	 Any heir, devisee or other interested person may be entitled to appointment 
as personal representative or may object to the appointment of the personal rep-
resentative. Any objection to the appointment of the personal representative must 
be filed wiht the Court, and any properly filed objection will be heard by the Court 
after notice is provided to interested persons of the date of hearing on the objection.
	 Unless objections are filed, and unless the Court orders otherwise, the 
personal representative has the full power to administer the estate, including, after 
thirty (30) days from the issuance of letters testamentary, the power to sell, encumber, 
lease, or distribute any interest in real estate owned by the decedent.
	 Notice is further given that, subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-801, all creditors having claims 
against the decedent's esatate are required to present the claims to the personal representa-
tive or to the Court within four (4) months after the date of this notice or the claims will be barred.
	
	 Dated: 6-14-20	 	 	 /s/ Terry Vajgrt
	 	 	 	 District Court Judge
	 Attorney for the personal representative:	 /s/ Denise Brandel
	 Mark R. Krogstad	 	 	 Court Administrator
	 Davenport, Evans, Hurwitz & Smith, LLP
	 P.O. Box 1030
	 Sioux Falls, SD 57101-1030
	 (605) 336-2880
	 Attorney No.: 0391223	 	 	 	    (07-02, 07-09)
	

Filing dates set for election to 
Dist. 671 School Board 

	 NOTICE OF FILING DATES FOR ELECTION TO THE SCHOOL BOARD
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 671
HILLS-BEAVER CREEK PUBLIC SCHOOLS

STATE OF MINNESOTA

	 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the period for filing affidavits of candidacy for 
the office of school board member of Independent School District No. 671 shall begin 
on July 28, 2020, and shall close at 5:00 o'clock p.m. on August 11, 2020.
	 The general election shall be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2020. At that election, 
three (3) members will be elected to the School Board for terms of four (4) years each.
	 Affidavits of Candidacy are available from the school district clerk, 301 N. Summit 
Ave, Hills, MN. The filing fee for this office is $2. A candidate for this office must be an 
eligible voter, must be 21 years of age or more on assuming office, must have been 
a resident of the school district from which the candidate seeks election for thirty (30) 
days before the general election, and must have no other affidavit on file for any other 
office at the same primary or next ensuing general election.
	 The affidavits of candidacy must be filed in the office of the school district clerk 
and the filing fee paid prior to 5:00 o'clock p.m. on August 11, 2020.

Dated: June 22, 2020
BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD

/s/ Tamara Rauk
School District Clerk

(07-02, 07-09)

City of Beaver Creek sets
 public hearing for July 8 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
	 A Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday, July 8, 2020, at 7:00 
p.m. in the Beaver Creek Council Chambers for the purpose of review-
ing a building permit and a request for variance from the 25’ setback 
requirement for a storage shed at 102 S 5th St.	 	 	
	 	 	 	   Jane Blank

City Clerk
(07-02)

Spykerboer applies for 
livestock feedlot permit

NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
MINNESOTA RULE 7020.2000, SUBP. 4

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
LIVESTOCK FEEDLOT PERMIT

	 Notice is hereby given per Minnesota Statutes 116.07, subd. 7(a), that Devin 
Spykerboer has made application to the County of Rock, for a permit to modify a feedlot 
with a capacity of 500 animal units or more.
	 The proposed feedlot will be located in the SW 1/4 of the section 28 in Kanaranzi 
Township, Rock County, Minnesota.
	 The existing facility consists of open lots with runoff controls to house 500 head 
of finishing cattle. The proposed modification will be add 490 head of finishing cattle to 
the open lots with runoff controls. Manure storage from open lot will be pack on lot and 
a earthan basin. The site will house 990 head of finishing cattle with 990 animal units.
	 This publication shall constitute as notice to each resident and each owner of 
real property within 5,000 feet of the perimeter of the proposed feedlot as required by 
Minnesota State Law.

(07-02)

H-BC School Board 
meets June 8

Hills-Beaver Creek Dist. 671
Minutes

June 8, 2020
	 The The Hills-Beaver Creek School Board met for its semi-monthly meeting 
at 7:04 p.m. in the HBC Secondary School Media Center.
	 Board members present were Bosch, Gehrke, Knobloch, LaRock, Rauk, Rozeboom
and Wysong. Superintendent Holthaus, Principal Schilling, and Business Manager
Rozeboom were also in attendance.
	 Motion by Bosch, second by Rozeboom, and carried to approve the agenda.
	 Visitor to the meeting was Mavis Fodness (Rock County Star Harald) and Andrew
Kellenberger.
	 Motion by Knobloch, second by Rauk, and carried to approve minutes 5/26/2020.
	 Motion by LaRock, second by Bosch, and carried to approve bills.
	 Motion by Rozeboom, second by Knobloch, and carried to approve Donations: $200
from Anonymous for lunch account balances, $400 Gift from SWMN CEO Business
for the H-BC Secondary Essentials Store/Welcome Bags for new students.
	 Motion by Bosch, second by Rozeboom, and carried to approve Curriculum
Advisory/World’s Best Workforce Committee Recommendation for World Language
Curriculum.
	 Motion by Knobloch, second by LaRock, and carried to approve Curriculum Advisory
updated Curriculum Review Schedule for the 2020-2021 School Year.
	 Motion by LaRock, second by Rozeboom, and carried to approve Facility Use and
Youth Grades 9-12 Programming for Summer of 2020 per MN Dept. of Education
and MN Department of Health guidelines.
	 Motion by LaRock, second by Bosch, and carried to approve District Preliminary
Expenditure/Revenue Budget for Fiscal Year 2021.
	 Motion by LaRock, second by Rozeboom, and carried to approve PSEO Tuition
Agreement with Minnesota West Community and Technical College for the 2020-
2021 School Year.
	 Motion by Knobloch, second by Bosch, and carried to approve District’s contracting
with Meulebroeck, Taubert & Co., PLLP to audit the district financials for the year
ending June 30, 2020.
PERSONNEL:
	 Motion by Bosch, second by LaRock, and carried to approve hiring Andrew
Kellenberger as Secondary Principal/District Assessment Coordinator.
	 Motion by Knobloch, second by LaRock, and carried to approve assigning
Samantha McGaffee as summer copying office assistant.
	 DISTRICT NON-ACTION ITEMS:
	        •Superintendent Report
	        •Committee Meetings: Community Ed. 5/27, Curriculum 6/8
	        •Legislative Update
	 Agenda Items for the next regularly scheduled meeting
	 DATES TO REMEMBER:
	         •Regular Board Meeting, Monday, June 22
	         •Regular Board Meeting, Monday, July 13
	 Meeting adjourned at 7:53 pm.

Tamara Rauk, Clerk
(07-02)

ISD #2184 School Board
meets May 28

MINUTES OF THE SCHOOL BOARD MEETING OF 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2184, 

ROCK COUNTY, LUVERNE, MINNESOTA.  
	 A regular meeting of the Board of Education, ISD #2184, was held via “Zoom” 
from the District Office on May 28, 2020, at 7:00 p.m.
	 The following members were present: Katie Baustian, Jodi Bosch, Colleen 
Deutsch, Eric Hartman, Tim Jarchow, Shelley Sandbulte, and Reva Sehr. Also 
present: Craig Oftedahl, Marlene Mann, Jason Phelps, Stacy Gillette, Ryan Johnson, 
Lauren VerSteeg, John Schomacker, Marie Atkinson-Smeins, Jason Berghorst, 
Becky Rahm, Erika Peterson, and Mavis Fodness – Rock County Star Herald.
	 Chairperson Bosch called the meeting to order. Motion made by Deutsch, 
second by Baustian, to approve the agenda. Those who voted in favor: Baustian, 
Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch. Those who voted against:  
none. Motion carried.
	 Elementary Principal Stacy Gillette reported information on some proposed 
updates to the Elementary North playground including a Gaga Pit and basketball 
hoop/pickleball area.  Some possible funding sources were also presented.  
	 Administrative reports were given.  
	 Motion made by Baustian, second by Deutsch, to approve the April 23, 2020, 
School Board Minutes as presented. Those who voted in favor: Baustian, Deutsch, 
Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch.  Those who voted against: none. 
Motion carried.
	 Superintendent Oftedahl gave a building project update.  
	 Business Manager Marlene Mann reviewed the School District bills with the 
School Board members. Motion made by Sehr, second by Deutsch, to pay the bills 
as presented in the amount of $1,308,489.73. Those who voted in favor:  Baustian, 
Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch. Those who voted against:  
none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Hartman, second by Jarchow, to receive the Student Activ-
ity Report showing the balances as of April 30, 2020. Those who voted in favor:  
Baustian, Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch. Those who 
voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 The extended school year services were reviewed.  Special Education services 
and Speech/Language services will be provided by Luci Rofshus, Theresa Graff, 
Challie Jones, and Angie Hageman. It was also noted that HS Counselor Amy 
Cook will be working for up to 15 days, Stacy Schepel will be working for up to 10 
days, Dennis Moritz will be working for up to 12 days (down from 20 days), Renee 
Guy will be working for up to 18 days, and James Jarvie will be working for up to 
20 days this summer. Motion made by Baustian, second by Hartman, to approve 
Extended School Year services as presented. Those who voted in favor: Baustian, 
Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch.  Those who voted against:  
none. Motion carried.
	 The Summer Curriculum schedule was also reviewed. Elementary mathematics 
teachers will be meeting this summer to review materials and prepare for piloting 
curriculum. There will be 12 teachers participating for 10 hours each for a total 
cost of $3,000. Middle School and High School mathematics teachers will also 
be reviewing curriculum and meeting this summer. The estimate is for 80 hours 
of time for a total cost of $2,000. Motion made by Baustian, second by Hartman, 
to approve the summer curriculum work as presented. Those who voted in favor:  
Baustian, Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch. Those who 
voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Hartman, second by Sehr, to approve the 2020-2021 Resolu-
tion for Membership in the Minnesota State High School League. Those who voted 
in favor: Baustian, Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch. Those 
who voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Sehr, second by Jarchow, to approve working with Student 
Assurance Services for Student Accident Insurance for the 2020-2021 school year.  
Those who voted in favor: Baustian, Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, 
and Bosch. Those who voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Baustian, second by Deutsch, to amend the roof bid date of 
May 28, 2020, to June 18, 2020, at 2:00 p.m. Those who voted in favor: Baustian, 
Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch. Those who voted against:  
none. Motion carried.
	 Discussion was held regarding representatives to the 403(b), Insurance and 
Sick Leave working group with the Luverne Education Association as requested 
through this past year’s negotiations process. Motion made by Jarchow, second by 
Sandbulte, to designate the School Board Personnel Committee to sit on this work-
ing group. Those who voted in favor: Baustian, Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, 
Sandbulte, and Bosch. Those who voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Information was provided by Business Manager Marlene Mann regarding 
tiling of the two North ball fields to the West of the school. Discussion was held. 
Motion made by Jarchow, second by Sandbulte, to accept the proposal from Reker 
Construction for tiling around the outside of the two North ball fields. Those who 
voted in favor: Baustian, Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch.  
Those who voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Discussion was held regarding the replacement of the West bus garage apron 
and drainage swale. Motion made by Jarchow, second by Sandbulte, to accept the 
proposal from Hulstein Excavation, Edgerton, Minnesota, for a cost of $66,923.00. 
Those who voted in favor: Deutsch, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch. 
Those who voted against: Sehr and Baustian. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Jarchow, second by Deutsch, to accept the resignation of 
Deb Hoogendoorn as MS Girls Tennis coach effective May 1, 2020. Those who 
voted in favor: Baustian, Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch. 
Those who voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Sandbulte, second by Baustian, to accept the retirement 
of Todd Mann, custodian, effective August 28, 2020. Those who voted in favor: 
Baustian, Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch. Those who 
voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Hartman, second by Sehr, to accept the resignation of Jodi 
Rops as MS Girls Basketball coach effective May 12, 2020. Those who voted in 
favor: Baustian, Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch. Those 
who voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Jarchow, to approve a maternity leave 
request from Kellsie Rivas, Paraprofessional, from August 28 through November 
19, 2020. Those who voted in favor: Baustian, Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, 
Sandbulte, and Bosch. Those who voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Discussion was held regarding the Personnel Committee setting a date for 
the first negotiation session with the Support Staff. They decided on June 10.
	 Motion made by Hartman, second by Jarchow, to increase Food Service Director 
Ann Rigney’s contract from 200 days to 220 days to accommodate the serving of 
summer food service program through June 30, 2020. Those who voted in favor:  
Baustian, Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch. Those who 
voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Jarchow, to accept the resignation of 
David Rysdam, Social Studies Teacher, effective May 27, 2020. Those who voted 
in favor:  Baustian, Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch. Those 
who voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Sandbulte, second by Deutsch, to approve the hiring of 
Lisa Nath as Community Education/ECFE/School Readiness Director at a salary 
of $60,000 for the 2020-2021 contract year. Those who voted in favor: Baustian, 
Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch. Those who voted against:  
none. Motion carried.
	 Motion made by Hartman, second by Deutsch, to accept the resignation of 
Barb Antoine as MS Boys Tennis coach effective May 19, 2020. Those who voted 
in favor: Baustian, Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch. Those 
who voted against: none. Motion carried.
	 It was noted that the employment contract with Superintendent Oftedahl will 
be tabled.
	 There were no committee reports. The upcoming meeting dates were reviewed.  
Motion made by Deutsch, second by Hartman, to move into Executive Session to 
complete the Superintendent’s Performance Appraisal at 9:03 p.m. Those who 
voted in favor: Baustian, Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch.  
Those who voted against: none. Motion carried. It was noted that a summary will 
be given at the June 25 school board meeting.  
	 Motion made by Baustian, second by Hartman, to move out of Executive Ses-
sion and to adjourn the meeting at 10:25 p.m. Those who voted in favor: Baustian, 
Deutsch, Sehr, Hartman, Jarchow, Sandbulte, and Bosch. Those who voted against:  
none. Motion carried.
	 Dated: May 28, 2020	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 Tim Jarchow, Clerk
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NOW LEASING
CENTENNIAL 
APARTMENTS

1 Bedroom
For those 62+ or Disabled

Includes ALL utilities!
507-283-2652

Equal Housing Opportunity
LloydManagementInc.com

Oakwood 
Apartments
401 Oak St., Ellsworth

• 1 Bedroom Unit Available
Unit Available

Cable, Water, Sewer & 
Garbage Included. 

Rent Based on Income
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

Van Binsbergen 
& Associates, Inc.
320-269-6640 ext. 13

Equal Housing Opportunity

www.vanbllc.com
                                     Week of June 28, 2020             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

HEALTH

VACATION RENTALS

MISCELLANEOUS

AFFORDABLE MN 
LAKESIDE VACATIONS

In Minnesota’s Chippewa National 
Forest. On clean, clear Sand Lake. 
Offering 1 to 7-bedroom lakeside 
cabins. Visit Edgewaterresortmn.com
or call 218/659-2620

IF YOU OR A LOVED ONE
were diagnosed with Ovarian Cancer or 
Mesothelioma after use of talcum products 
such as baby powder or shower to show-
er, you may be entitled to compensation. 
Contact Charles H. Johnson 800/535-5727 

WANTED: ALL 1970S 
MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Prices 
will fall soon. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WANTED 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not, no title okay! Get 
cash and make some room! Always 
paying more! Call Mike at 320/420-7675

ENJOY 100% 
PERFECTLY TENDER

and guaranteed! 20 main courses plus 
get 4 free burgers. Order the Butcher’s 
Bundle - only $69.99. Call 844/331-1614
mention code: 61086TVG or visit 
www.omahas teaks .com/dinner397 

DIRECTV SWITCH & SAVE!
$39.99/month. Select all-included pack-
age. 155 channels. 1000s of shows/mov-
ies on demand. Free Genie HD DVR 
upgrade. Premium movie channels, 
FREE for 3 months! Call 877/350-0094

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

MOBILEHELP 
America’s premier mobile medical 
alert system. Whether you’re home 
or away. For safety and peace of 
mind. No long term contracts! Free
brochure! Call today! 855/610-5151

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new offers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464

DISH NETWORK $59.99 
For 190 channels! Add high speed 
internet for only $19.95/month. Call 
today for $100 gift card! Best value 
& technology. Free installation. Call 
855/562-4309 (some restrictions apply)

For Rent: Two-bedroom 
ground level apartment with 
AC available in Luverne. On-
site laundry; off-street park-
ing. Close to downtown and 
senior center. No pets, no 
smoking. Heat/water in-
cluded in rent. 507-290-0266.                                      
rtc

CCSI is actively seeking care-
givers to assist individuals 
who have developmental and 
or physical disabilities in their 
own home with housekeeping 
duties, personal cares, program 
goals and more. We are seeking 
individuals who are friendly, 
compassionate and dependable 
to work PT, FT and overnight 
block schedules. Our block 
schedules offer fixed days 
and hours, include every other 
weekend and rotating holidays. 
Most schedules offer an aver-
age of 38 hours per week and 
are benefit-eligible positions.  
CCSI has a new starting wage!   
For information on the cur-
rent block schedules available, 
please contact Brenda at the 
CCSI office in Worthington at 
(507) 376-3171 extension 2.
CCSI is an EEO/AA Employer.

(6.13-7.2)

Parkview Manor is hiring:
•Dietary Manager- FT -Day shift.
Must have a current Dietary 
Manager certification or can 
take the Dietary manager 
course to become certified
Must be ServSafe certi-
fied or can become certified
Experience is helpful in long-
term care.

•C.N.A.-New Increased Starting 
Wage of $14.50- begins July 6
3-11 shift (2 positions)- FT
6a-1:30p or 6a-3p 
(2 positions)- PT

•LPN/RN- Day Shift-PT
•MDS Coordinator/Charge 
Nurse/Restorative- FT – 
must work every 3rd week-
end as a charge nurse
Please contact Suzanne at 507-
967-2482 to set up an interview 
for the Nursing Dept. positions.

(7.2-7.18)

Thank you family and friends 
for the 65th anniversary cards 
and good wishes. God has 
blessed us with many years 
of happiness and good health.

Marv and Margaret 
Gonnerman

(6.27-7.2)

HAVE A UNIQUE SERVICE 
OR BUSINESS? Get the 
word out to over 1.4 million 
households. Call WIDE AREA 
CLASSIFIEDS today, 507-
359-7326.                            (tc)

For Rent: One-bedroom apart-
ment in Magnolia. Refrigera-
tor, stove, washer and dryer 
furnished. References required. 
Contact Jean, 283-8593; Kelly 
220-5198.                   (6.25-7.11)
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tributed through the Luverne 
Economic Development Au-
thority, which is formalizing 
a program to make the funds 
available. 

“We have been looking at 
the best, most fair way to dis-
tribute the money to Luverne 
businesses,” Baustian said 
Thursday.

”There are rules that come 
with it. … So, we have to look 
at those rules and make sure.”

One avenue under con-
sideration is to apply the 
emergency funds to busi-
nesses’ utility bills as a form 
of direct relief. 

Local governments across 
Minnesota are meeting to 
consider the amounts they’ll 
receive and the guidelines 

they need to follow in distrib-
uting the funds. In broad terms, 
the funds should support local 
government services as well as 
grants to businesses, hospitals, 
and individuals impacted by 
COVID-19. 

The CARES Act requires 
that payments may only be 
used to cover costs that are 
necessary expenditures in-
curred due to the public health 
emergency since March 1.

Food shelves get 
CARES Act support

Additionally, $12 million 
will be allocated toward food 
shelves, food banks and other 
emergency services to help 
combat hunger across Min-
nesota.

plication and policies govern-
ing the distribution process.

Tentatively business own-
ers can apply for $5,000 grants 
starting on July 15.

Any business owner who 
suffered a financial loss since 
March 15 due to the corona-
virus pandemic can make 
application.

Business owners made 
the priority list because fund-
ing sources are limited when 
compared to other entities on 
the commissioners’ list.

“The businesses — with-
out these guys we don’t have 
an economy, we don’t have 
anything,” said Commissioner 
Jody Reisch.

About $175,000 is cur-
rently earmarked for nonprofit 
organizations, which would 
also need to apply for the aid.

The rest of the county’s 
allocation could potentially 

be divided among the area’s 
fire departments, public health, 
school districts and county 
expenses.

“We hope what we are 
doing is going to help,” said 
County Administrator Kyle 
Oldre. 

“And what (money) the 
cities and townships have will 
also help.”

County officials will pres-
ent distribution plans at a 7 
p.m. meeting on Tuesday, July 
7, with leaders from the cities 
and townships in Rock County, 
many of whom have separate 
allocations from the CARES 
Act. (See separate story.)

Cities and townships have 
until Nov. 15 to allocate CARES 
funds, with any unallocated 
money returned to the county 
for distribution. Any unal-
located county funds must be 
returned Dec. 1.

The funding was autho-
rized under the federal Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief, and Eco-
nomic Security (CARES) Act.

“As we work to support the 
health and safety of all Minne-
sotans during the COVID-19 
pandemic, we are also taking 
steps to build a stronger and 
more equitable economy,” 
said Gov. Walz. 

About 300,000 Minneso-
tans have visited food shelves 
each month since the pan-
demic began, representing 
a 30-percent increase over 
typical visits. 

Food banks are distribut-
ing approximately 2.4 million 
pounds of food per week, rep-
resenting a 20- to 40-percent 
increase since 2019. 

She said. 
“We can’t mail a ballot to a 

voter until those verifications 
are met, therefore ballots can 
only be mailed to qualified 
voters. And by signing the 
envelope, the voter is accept-
ing the oath in the same way 
they would by signing a roster 
at the polling place.”

She said ballots are also 
sent by non-forwardable 
mail, so a person can’t have 
a registered voter address 
somewhere different than 
where they are living.

 “If it fails, it will come back 
to us,” Kurtz said. “Absentee 
ballots are checked before-
hand; if there are issues at the 
ballot booth, we find out about 
them after the election.”

Kurtz said her office is 
encouraging voters to request 
absentee ballots online, but if 
they’d like to pick theirs up at 
the courthouse, they should 
call ahead for an appointment.

How do mail ballots work?
Rock County residents 

can vote early in person 
through Aug. 10 at the court-
house in Luverne, where 
pandemic precautions will be 
observed.

Minnesotans have until 
July 21 to register ahead of 
the primary, but if they miss 
that deadline, they can pro-
vide proof of residence at an 
in-person voting location on 
Election Day.

Normally, mail ballot 
voters are required to have a 
witness sign for them, but due 
to the pandemic, that require-
ment is being waived. Voters 
who are not registered will 
still need a witness to indicate 
proof of residence.

Mail ballots must be post-
marked on or before Aug. 11, 
Primary Election Day, and vot-
ers can track the status of their 
ballots through the Minnesota 
Secretary of State’s Office to 
confirm it was received and 
counted.

Unlike in the presidential 
primary, voters do not have 
to choose a political party in 
order to receive a ballot, but 
once they get their ballots, they 
must vote for candidates in 
only one political party. 

A person’s party prefer-
ence in the August primary is 
not recorded or public.

In the event of an error 
on the absentee ballots, the 
state will send a new ballot 
to voters if they didn’t fill it 
out properly the first time, or 
they can request a new ballot 
if they accidentally marked the 
wrong candidate or change 
their mind.

What’s on my ballot?
Primary elections deter-

mine which federal, state and 
local candidates will appear 
on the Nov. 3 general election 
ballot.

Minnesotans can view 
their sample ballots on the 
Secretary of State’s website, 
sos.state.mn.us, where they 
can also request early absen-
tee ballots be mailed to their 
homes.

Local primary ballots con-
tain candidates for state senate 
and U.S. senate, in addition to 
county commissioners, soil 
and water district supervisors 
and Luverne city offices.

See the Star Herald cov-
erage of those filings at www.
star-herald.com.

The filing period for other 
municipal and school district 
offices that don’t hold prima-
ries will be July 28 through 
Tuesday, Aug. 11. See  the 
Secretary of State’s website, or 
call  the Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Office, 507-283-5060.

Mail ballots/
from page 2

CARES Act local aid/from page 1

CARES Act funds released/from page 1

You can recycle more than just your paper! 

Glass - Metal - Paper - Plastic
Consider recycling:
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