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Luverne’s Jaxon Nelson to play in Frozen Four... See page 8A

By Mavis Fodness
New Vision Co-Op will 

expand its grain storage and 
handling capabilities with an 
additional grain bin and building 
structure at its Magnolia feed mill 
facility this year.

Cost of the expansion is esti-
mated at $2.35 million.

Rock County Commission-
ers approved a 10-year property 
tax abatement resolution at their 
March 22 meeting in a vote of 4-1. 

Total amount of the step-
down abatement is $74,095 and 
only includes the county’s portion 
of the property tax.

Commissioner Stan William-
son cast the dissenting vote.

He looked back at the previ-
ous abatement where he cast 
the deciding vote to approve a 
10-year tax abatement for the
fertilizer building and grain bin
expansion at the Hills location in
2016. Estimated value was $1.2
million.

“There was a vote of 3-2. 
Commissioners (Ken) Hoime and 
(Ron) Boyenga voted against it. 
Three of us voted for it,” William-
son said. “Today — and I think I 
told you before on other abate-
ments, that 10 years is too long. I 
can’t do 10 years. I agree, I think 
my vote was wrong that day when 
we went 10 years.”

The 2016 abatement was 
for $5,222 annually for 10 years. 
Martin County approved a five-
year agreement.

The abatement for the Mag-
nolia expansion is a step-down 
agreement in which the percent-
age starts at 100 percent then 
steps down after five years.

For years one through five, 
the abatement would be 100 per-
cent of the new construction or 
$10,585 per year. Year six would 
decrease to 80 percent ($8,486), 
year seven to 60 percent ($6,351), 
year eight to 40 percent ($4,234) 
and year nine at 20 percent 
($2,117).

No one from the public or 
New Vision Co-Op attended the 
abatement hearing.

By Mavis Fodness
A committee is currently organizing to select 

the first honored alumni to the Luverne Public 
School’s Alumni Hall of Fame.

School Board member Tim Jarchow and 
Superintendent Craig Oftedahl will serve on the 
nine-member committee.

Oftedahl said the seven other members 
represent various decades of graduation years. 
Their familiarity with nominees will assist in the 
selection process.

Teacher Jason Berghorst and retired teachers 
Gregg Gropel, Elmer Menage and Jeanne Bowron 
will serve on the committee along with Luverne 
graduates Curt Laudon and Emily Crabtree.

Their job is to select who will be inducted 
into the LPS Alumni Hall of Fame on an annual 
basis. The first induction will be during Home-
coming Week 2023.

The committee will also make financial deci-
sions on costs such as engraving of the names on 
the black granite wall of the Alumni Garden being 
built this spring near the school’s east entrance.

Terms of the committee members are for five 

years.
Nominations to the 2023 Hall of Fame 

open Feb. 1, 2023.
Nomination forms will be available on the 

district’s website, www.isd2184.net, or from 
the district office.

Purpose of the LPS Alumni Hall of Fame 
is to recognize former students and alumni 
who have distinguished themselves on a local, 
regional, state, national or international level. 

Individuals selected will have shown excel-
lence in their profession; exceptional service, 
volunteerism and/or contributions to society; 
excellence in their personal endeavors; and/or 
contributions to education. 

Individuals must exhibit qualities of char-
acter and action to be outstanding role models 
for current students supporting District 2184’s 
vision: Learn, live, lead.

Nominees must have attended Luverne 
Public Schools for a minimum of eight years or 
graduated from Luverne High School and must 
be out of school for at least 10 years.

Posthumous nominations are accepted.

By Mavis Fodness
Luverne School Board mem-

bers approved two new elementary 
basketball courts at their monthly 
meeting Thursday night, March 
24.

The cost is $62,050 for the 
concrete work, line painting, five 
basketball hoops, pickleball net 
and tetherball equipment. 

Payment will be with funds 
available to the district through 
federal ESSER pandemic funds 
(Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief). 

One basketball court will be 
located on the north side of the 
elementary school and one on the 
south side.

Currently, basketball hoops 
are located on the southeast side 
of the building, using a portion 
of the existing parking lot as the 
court.

“The new courts will get the 
kids off the parking lot and away 
from the cars,” said district busi-
ness manager Tyler Reisch.

The courts will not be regu-
lation-sized but will allow snow 
removal access by maintenance 
staff and not interfere with the 
cross country course located be-
hind the school.

In other business, 
school board members:

•approved replacing the
elementary school’s boiler system 
at a cost of $262,250, as bid by 
Bisbee Plumbing and Heating 
of Marshall. It will be paid for 
through the district’s long-term 
facility maintenance fund.

•accepted the retirements
of Wendy Nath, middle-high 

Rock Motor  
Sports, city, 
Golla swap 
75 property
City buys lot from 
Aanenson who buys 
Farm Store property; 
city also buys Golla 
property to the east

Farm Week at the Rock County Library last week 
featured a weeklong lineup of farm-focused activi-
ties, including reading with a farmer Tuesday morn-
ing. Beaver Creek farmer Peter Bakken, on behalf of 
Minnesota Farm Bureau, read books about farming 
to preschoolers and talked about the John Deere 
tractor that C&B, Luverne, parked in the library lot. 
Among other Farm Week activities last week, the 
library hosted the original animated “Charlotte’s Web” 
movie, a scavenger hunt and a red tractor visit from 
Titan Machinery.

Lori Sorenson photos/0331 farm week at library

Library hosts Farm Week activities

Above, 
children’s li-
brarian Bronwyn Wenzel 
hands out Casey and Friends color-
ing and activity books to preschoolers follow-
ing story time March 22. At left, Karis De Jong 
poses with Hayes and Adaline with a John 
Deere tractor outside the library. A red Case 
IH tractor visited the library later in the week.

Committee organizes for Luverne 
Public Schools Alumni Hall of Fame 

Elementary playground to get 
two new basketball courts

School Board/see page 5A

County approves 
tax abatement 
for New Vision 
mill in Magnolia

New Vision abatement/see 5A

By Lori Sorenson
The city of Luverne will buy 

the Rock Motor Sports property, 
and Rock Motor Sports will buy 
the former Farm Store prop-
erty in a series of land purchases 
along Highway 75.

In a closed session at their 
Tuesday, March 22, meeting, City 
Council members agreed to pay 
Bill Aanenson $200,000 for the 
property. 

It’s a 34,000-square-foot 
lot (about one quarter of an 
acre) that had been appraised at 
$118,000.

Aanenson had approached 
the city about selling his property 
in order to facilitate purchasing 
the new space for his business.

“As a business we have out-
grown our available space, and 
I was considering options to 
enlarge my current location and 
space,” he said.

“I had considered two options 
by either adding on to the existing 
shop or build a separate building 
to accommodate future growth. 
When the Farm Store announced 
that it was closing its operation, 
it presented an opportunity to 
expand the business to the former 
Farm Store location.”       

The council agreed to buy 
the Aanenson lot if the city could 
buy Gary Golla’s property behind 
Rock Motor Sports. This would 
square off city-owned property 
(former Sharkee’s lot) all the way 
to Hatting Street.

“It was like a three-legged 
stool,” said Mayor Pat Baustian. 

“We would buy property from 
Billy and Billy would buy the 
Farm Store property.”

Highway 75 properties/see 14A
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Community calendar

Nine Luverne students placed at the Big South Conference 
speech tournament March 17 in Marshall. They are (front, from 
left) Rylee Anderson, Mia Wenzel, Brianna Kinsinger, Alex 
Perkins, (second row) Zander Carbonneau, Burke Johnson, 
Luke Thorson, (back) Parker Carbonneau and Chance Tun-
nissen. Thorson, Tunnissen, Johnson and Parker Carbonneau 
earned all-conference speech honors by placing first or second 
in their respective categories.

By Mavis Fodness
Four Luverne speech 

team members earned all-
conference honors March 17 
at the Big South Conference 
meet in Marshall.

Seniors Luke Thorson 
and Chance Tunnissen took 
the conference champion-
ships in humorous interpre-
tation and extemporaneous 
speaking respectively.

Joining Thorson and 
Tunnissen in the all-con-
ference designation were 
senior Burke Johnson in 
discussion and junior Park-
er Carbonneau in extem-
peraneous speaking. Both 
speakers placed second in 
their respective categories. 

The four were among 
the 16 Cardinals who com-
peted in the preliminary 
rounds. Nine speakers ad-
vanced to the final rounds:

•Freshman Brianna 
Kinsinger, fourth in creative 
expression.

•Senior Mia Wenzel, 
fifth in serious poetry.

•Sophomore Alex 
Perkins, seventh in serious 
poetry.

•Eighth-grader Zander 
Carbonneau, fourth in ex-
temporaneous speaking.

•Senior Rylee Anderson, 
sixth in great speeches.

The team placed second 
in the small school divi-
sion out of nine competing 
schools. The competition 
had 140 student partici-
pants.

R-T-R tournament
The Cardinal speech 

team traveled to the 
Russell-Tyler-Ruthton High 
School in Tyler Saturday 
for the school’s inaugural 
varsity meet in R-T-R’s new 
school. 

Almost 200 students 
competed in the three 
rounds that culminated in 
a final round for each of the 
13 categories.

Luverne brought home 
the second-place team 
trophy.

Individual varsity re-

sults included:
•Creative expression: 

Brianna Kinsinger, third.
•Extemporaneous 

speaking: Chance Tun-
nissen, first; Parker Car-
bonneau, second; Zander 
Carbonneau, third.

•Great speeches: Rylee 
Anderson, third; Nora Lou-
wagie, fifth.

•Humorous interpreta-
tion: Luke Thorson, first.

•Poetry: Mia Wenzel, 
second.

In the junior varsity 
competition at the R-T-R 
tournament, eighth-graders 
Makayla Oechsle and Maddy 
Schepel placed fourth and 
fifth respectively in discus-
sion, and eighth-grader 
Lizzy Mulder placed first in 
informative speaking.

Montevideo invitational
Luverne finished the 

regular speech season Satur-
day in Montevideo. 

Nine Cardinals received 
medals or ribbons at the 
meeting including:

•Creative expression, 
Brianna Kinsinger, fourth.

•Extemporaneous 
speaking, Chance Tunnissen, 
first.

•Great speeches, Rylee 
Anderson, fourth.

•Humorous: Luke Thor-
son, first.

•Informative speaking: 
Jessika Tunnissen, third; 
Lizzy Mulder, fifth; Xavier 
McKenzie, blue ribbon.

•Original oratory, Rose-
lynn Hartshorn, third.

•Poetry, Mia Wenzel, 
second.

Subsection competition 
is Tuesday (after press dead-
line) in Adrian followed by 
the Section 3A champion-
ships on April 9 in Marshall. 
The state speech tourna-
ment is April 22-23 in Apple 
Valley.

Luverne is the defend-
ing subsection and Section 
3A champions. A record six 
students from Luverne com-
peted virtually in last year’s 
state tournament.

By Lori Sorenson
Novo Aesthetics Spa recently 

opened on the second floor of the 
former Cragoe building in downtown 
Luverne, and the Chamber Board 
hosted a ribbon-cutting Friday morn-
ing to celebrate the new business.

Rachael Dekker is a doctoral 
trained certified nurse practitioner 
and nurse anesthetist who has been 
in the medical field for over 20 years, 
including six years in plastic and re-

Lori Sorenson photo/0331 novo aesthetics ribbon cutting
Pictured at Friday morning’s ribbon-cutting for Novo Aesthetics are (front, from left) Chamber Board members Tony Schomacker 
and Annie Opitz, Novo business partners Brant and Stephanie Van Dyke, Novo owners Stephen and Rachael Dekker and 
their son, Trent (with scissors), friend Kate Bleyenburg, Chamber Board member Shelley Nibbelink, (back) friend Bob Junak, 
Chamber Board member Becky Walgrave, Rachael’s parents Stu and Deb Burgers, Chamber Board member Cris Oeltjenbruns 
and Luverne Economic Development Authority Director Holly Sammons. 

Four Cardinals earn All-Conference speech honors

constructive surgery and over six years 
as a nurse anesthetist. 

The medical spa offers anti-wrinkle 
injections, dermal fillers, chemical peels, 
micro-needling and more, and retails 
medical grade skin care products. 

Dekker’s philosophy is that “aesthet-
ics should improve your already beauti-
ful features,” and she works with clients 
to achieve a “natural look without ap-
pearing ‘fake’ or ‘treated.’”

Appointments can be booked at 

novo-spa.com. The phone number is 
507-215-8110 and email is rachael@
novo-spa.com.

​She grew up in Sioux Falls and 
moved to Luverne in 2020 with her hus-
band, Stephen, and their son, Trent.

​The Dekkers and their partners, 
Brant and Stephanie Van Dyke (V & D 
Properties LLC), purchased the Cragoe 
Realty building with plans to make inte-
rior updates for additional commercial 
tenants.

Meetings
Generations will meet at 12:30 p.m. Monday, 

April 4, at the new building.
Parkinson’s Support Group will meet at 2 

p.m. Monday, April 4, at Poplar Creek Care Center. 
Masks are required.

Blue Mound Quilters will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday, April 4, at the Rock County Library for a 
tour of the library and computer lab. The quilters’ 
meeting and show-and-tell will follow.

Friendship Club (formerly TOPS) meets 
Mondays at 9 a.m. at the Luverne Pizza Ranch. New 
members welcome. Contact Karen at 507-935-2004 
for more information.

Springwater Township Board will meet at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, April 5, in the township hall.

Pleasantview Cemetery Board will meet 
at 7 p.m. Monday, April 11, at the Brent Taubert 
residence, 690 81st St., Beaver Creek. Potluck dinner 
will follow.

Beaver Creek Township Board will meet at 
7:30 p.m. Monday, April 11, in the township hall.  

H-BC presents ‘Crazy Quilt Club’
The Hills-Beaver Creek High School Drama 

Department will present “The Crazy Quilt Club” at 7 
p.m. Friday, April 1, and 2 p.m. Sunday, April 3, at 
the high school in Hills.

‘Those Crazy Ladies’
The Green Earth Players will present “Those 

Crazy Ladies in the House on the Corner” April 1-3 
and 7-10 at the Palace Theatre in Luverne. Sunday 
performances are at 2 p.m. and the others begin at 
7:30 p.m. Contact the Palace Box Office, 507-283-
4399, or online at palacetheatre.us for tickets. Cost is 
$7 for students and $14 for adults.

Music programs April 8
Luverne Elementary School first- and third-

graders will perform their music programs Friday 
afternoon, April 8, in the Performing Arts Center. 

The first-grade “Pajama Party!” is at 1:45 p.m. 
and the third-grade “Bada Bing, It’s Spring!” is at 
2:30 p.m. Arts Center.  

Free tax prep at library
AARP volunteers offer free tax preparation for 

low-income individuals and seniors at the Rock 
County Library on Mondays through April 15. Call 
507-449-5040 for appointments. Bring documents, 
including last year’s tax return, and a form of identi-
fication to document social security number.

Mobile dental clinics scheduled
Mobile dental clinics will be in Luverne Wednes-

day, April 6, and Thursday, April 7, at the Rock 
County Health and Human Services community 
room. These clinics provide dental care for adults 
and children ages infant through 100. Call 612-746-
1530 to schedule an appointment. All insurance ac-
cepted. The clinics are organized by the #Luv1LuvAll 
initiative, Rock County Oral Health Task Force.

County Library Happenings
For details about library happenings, call 507-

449-5040 or email rockcountystaff@gmail.com
Story Time with Bronwyn is at 10:30 a.m. Fri-

days through April 29.
Trivia Night is at 7 p.m. the first Thursday of 

every month at Take 16 in Luverne. Team registra-
tion begins at 6 p.m.

Reminiscence Kits are available featuring var-
ious topics such as gardening, pets, baking, sewing, 
farming and hunting. The kits are designed to use 
with a loved one experiencing memory loss, encour-
aging the loved one to open up about activities they 
once loved in the past.

Sanford Health scholarships
Students in select Sanford Health Network 

locations are invited to apply for a health network 
scholarship. The $2,000 scholarships are for stu-
dents pursuing a post-secondary degree in a health 
care-related field. Each Sanford network facility will 
sponsor one student with a scholarship. Email edu-
cationalassistance@sanfordhealth.org for info.

A.C.E. respite care available
A.C.E. of SW Minnesota (A.C.E.) offers respite 

care services in Rock County for those needing a 
break from caring for a loved one. Volunteers pro-
vide non-professional supportive services to caregiv-
ers to give them time for themselves, relieve their 
stress and help them remain healthy. Respite care 
volunteers are also needed. Contact Linda Wenzel at 
507-283-5064 or ace.rock@co.rock.mn.us.

Novo Aesthetics Spa opens dowtown 
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By Mavis Fodness
Three Luverne Middle School 

students were recognized as winners 
in the annual Rotary Club Four-Way 
Test essay contest for 2022.

Kloe Brockberg, the daughter of 
Mike and Kim Brockberg, Luverne, 
was selected as this year’s essay win-
ner. Brockberg earned $75 for her 
winning effort.

Her essay titled “Social Media” is 
entered in the district essay contest. 
Brockberg’s winning essay is printed 
below.

Chosen as second place and earn-
ing $50 was Lauren Peters, and third 
place was Tiba Kadhim ($25).

Luverne Middle School sixth-
grade teacher Deb Hoogendoorn 
organized the essay contest with the 
students, and nine sixth-graders 
entered the annual contest.

The contest introduces students 
to the Rotary’s Four-Way Test, which 
asked four questions to gauge wheth-
er thoughts, works or actions are ap-
propriate. The questions are: Is it the 
truth? Is it fair to all concerned? Will 
it build goodwill and better friend-
ships? And will it be beneficial to all 
concerned?

can believe this so easily and 
then you have false words out in 
the open, and someone can take 
that the wrong way and be very 
offended. Social media is danger-
ous mentally, and might ruin your 
day so be careful what apps you 
use and what source you can get 
your information from. Not every-
thing on social media/the internet 
is true.

I think this is fair and that 
everyone should get the right 
information. Because no one likes 
false information because what if 
you are doing an essay on snow 
leopards and you got the wrong 
information and then you got a 
bad grade. So people need the 
right information to complete an 
assignment that you really need 
to be correct because it is part of 
your final grade. So do you go out 
and give false information be-
cause that could hurt someone and 
ruin their whole day.

Will social media build good-
will and better friendship?

It depends how you use social 

The three sixth-graders whose Four-Way 
Test essays were recently selected as the 
prize-winning essays by the Luverne Rotary 
Club include (from left) Lauren Peters, Kloe 
Brockberg and Tiba Kadhim.

Sanford Health partnered with Minnesota 
West Community and Technical College in 
Luverne Friday to host a free camp for high 

school sophomores, juniors and seniors.
The event gave students an idea of what it would 

be like to work in the healthcare field, specifically as 
medical assistants and surgical technologists, and also 
an idea of what college life might look like.

Students spent part of the camp at Sanford 
Luverne and the other part at the Minnesota West 
Luverne Center. 

The goal was to get students interested in the 
healthcare industry to support a labor market that is 
currently short on those workers. 

By reaching out to high school students, both San-
ford and Minnesota West are trying to reach students 
younger to gain their interest earlier.

Luverne Rotary selects Brockberg essay

Following  is Brockberg’s winning 
essay: 

Social Media
By Kloe Brockberg

Is social media true? Most things aren’t 
true, because it is so easy to say some-
thing on social media and many people Rotary essay/see page 5A

Sanford, Minnesota West host camp for high 
school students to learn surg tech, med assisting

Minnesota West instructor Amy McCuen (right) works 
with students on ultrasound equipment. They are 

(clockwise from left) Cassandra Latch-
man, Lorena Silva, Eric Morales and 
Juanita Diaz.

At left, Lillyana Newman applies wet 
casting tape to her practice “arm.” 

Below center, the same group learns 
about surgical instruments in the Minne-
sota West operating roomLori Sorenson photos/0331 

sanford minnwest camp

Above, Minnesota West instructor Lisa 
Smith helps Easton Newman through 
the first part of casting. 

At far left, Megan Dykstra (left) and 
Aisha Zeidi team up to cast an arm.

The State Historic Preserva-
tion Review Board will consider 
the nomination of the Manfred 
House at the Blue Mounds State 
Park to the National Registrar of 
Historic Places during a virtual 
meeting at 6 p.m. Tuesday, April 
12. 

The meeting link and instruc-
tions will be available on the 
State Review Board Meeting page, 
mn.gov/admin/shpo/registra-
tion/nrhp/review-board/meet-
ings.

The Manfred House is among 
several nominated properties for 
consideration, and the meeting 
will consider several nominations 
during the April 12 meeting.

The local Save the Manfred 
House group hired a historian to 
nominate the structure for con-
sideration. Visit 
savethemanfredhouse.org

All owners of nominated 
properties have been notified in 
accordance with program regula-
tions. 

Inclusion in the National 
Registrar constitutes official rec-
ognition of the historical impor-
tance of these premises. 

In Minnesota, National Reg-
istrar properties that are publicly 
owned or are owned by non-prof-
it entities qualify for Minnesota 
Historical and Cultural Heritage 
Grants, also known as Legacy 
Grants, which can provide fund-
ing for their rehabilitation and 
maintenance.  

Written comments should be 
directed to Secretary, State His-
toric Preservation Review Board, 
SHPO, 50 Sherburne Ave., Suite 
203, St. Paul, MN 55155. 

Historic 
Preservation 
Review Board 
considers 
Manfred House
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On second 
thought

 By Lori Sorenson, editor

It’s 
college 
basketball 
playoff 
season and 
also calving 
season in 
our neigh-
borhood. 

And thanks to modern 
technology, we took in rivet-
ing versions of both last week 
over beers and brats at the 
neighbors.

One of the supper guests 
was casually monitoring his 
cell phone for live-feed video 
of a heifer in labor. 

A nearby television screen 
carried riveting Arkansas up-
set of No. 1 Gonzaga in NCAA 
playoffs. Table conversation at 
times was about the heifer and 
at times about the game.

For those who don’t have 
farming backgrounds, “heif-
ers” are female livestock who 
have not yet borne calves. As 
first-time mamas, they have 
no idea what’s going on and 
sometimes need help from a 
nearby human.

This one had begun labor 
just before supper, and if she 
didn’t deliver by 8 p.m., the 
calf may need to be pulled.

As she labored over her 
calf, sometimes pacing in 
circles and sometimes lying in 
her bed of hay, her pen mates 
occasionally wandered over to 
check on her.

“They know how this goes 
by now,” the human said 
about delivery No. 11 so far 
this spring. 

“But you should see them 
when the first calf shows up.”

He described a hysterical 
cow who doesn’t know what 
just happened to her, while 
the heifers circle around her 
and then freak out when the 
calf shows up. “Like it’s some 
kind of alien.”

We laughed at the pros-
pect of conversation among 
the first-time mothers and 

their shared experience. The 
human females in the room, 
of course, empathized with 
the laboring heifer.

We learned that this year 
Heifer No. 3 (her tag ID) had 
been particularly curious in 
the delivery room, and we 
learned that another cow has 
been affectionately named a 

“doula” for her ability to calm 
the herd during a stressful 
delivery.

As I polished off my tater 
tots and ketchup, I wondered 
if our laboring heifer would 
need human assistance.

Suddenly the Arkansas-
Gonzaga contest became a 
four-point game with only 
minutes left until the buzzer. 
After several fouls, free 
throws, time-outs and coach-
ing theatrics, another upset 
hit the NCAA brackets.

When the celebrating Ar-
kansas players left the court, 
I turned my gaze back to the 
calf cam and discovered the 
heifer had become a cow.

We marveled at the new-
born calf somehow knowing 
how to get up on its wobbly 
legs to find Mom’s udders for 
nourishment.

“Truly miraculous,” we 
remarked. More so even than 
the Gonzaga upset. 

It was a good night in the 
neighborhood.

Congratulations to the 
Razorbacks (who later bowed 
out of the playoffs) and to all 
the heifers becoming cows 
this spring.

Congratulations also to 
No. 3, who successfully deliv-
ered her own little alien over 
the weekend.

Beers, brats, basketball and 
miracle of birth make for a 

good night in neighborhood

Star Herald Editorial

Each spring, the Rock County 
Star Herald publishes a Home, 
Lawn and Garden special section 
which features businesses and is-
sues unique to these topics.

This year’s special section 
(tucked inside this week’s Star 
Herald) prompted us to once again 
marvel at the ingenuity of local 
residents and businesses and the 
entrepreneurial spirit of newcomers 
to the local business scene.

We at the Star Herald con-
tinue to be amazed about what our 
residents are doing to brighten up 
their homes, improve their lawns or 
experiment in their gardens.

We try to feature a subject in 
each of the three categories and, 
again, we were not disappointed 
this year.

Inside this edition there is 
something for everyone, whether 
it’s inspiration to complete those 
long-overdue home improvement 
projects, take a second look at the 

lawns or start that garden with the 
help of local experts. We’ve got it 
covered.

Our 2022 Home, Lawn and 
Garden edition includes features on: 

•The start of a new business, 
Luverne Lawn Care, a venture that 
continues the Farm Store legacy of 
lawn care services, seed and chemi-
cal sales and rental items — among 
many other services.

•Rooftop solar panels that 
generate electricity for a private 
Luverne home.

•The Luverne Building Center’s 
approach to a roller-coaster con-
struction market.

•The creativity of Banking Barns 
in Hills where wood becomes works 

of art.
•Expert tips from George 

Bonnema for selecting, planting 
and caring for the latest varieties 
of hydrangeas.

•Profiles of several local Mas-
ter Gardeners who reflect on their 
roles in sharing expert advice for 
vegetables, flowers, trees, fruit, 
landscape design and more. 

•Advice from Real Estate Re-
trievers on how to make decisions 
about selling (or not selling) your 
home in today’s volatile housing 
market.

Spring weather is coming; get a 
head start on your own home, yard 
and garden ideas by reading this 
week’s paper.

Home, lawn, garden edition features 
best of spring in Rock County

To the Editor:
In regard to last week’s thumbs 

down regarding rising fuel costs, 
first, we think you can get a point 
across without name-calling. It is 
not necessary or helpful. Our coun-
try is divided enough. Let’s make 
efforts to come together.

It’s very common for people to 
blame a president for many things, 
fuel costs included, no matter who 
is in office. Justified or not, that is 
nothing new. Bringing this subject 
up as you have did the very thing 
you accused the “small-minded” 
people of doing, politicizing the 
issue. Let’s be the change we want 
to see in the world.

Mike and Wanda  Jarchow,
Luverne

Readers take issue
with ‘thumbs down’

editorial item
Ask A Trooper

By Sgt. Troy Christianson, 
Minnesota State Patrol

Question: With spring being 
here and the melting snow, can you 
talk about what a person should 
do when coming across water on 
roads?

Answer: Flooding can occur 
when streams and rivers flow over 
their banks, when dams or levees 
break, when there is run-off from 
deep snow, or any time there is 
heavy rainfall. Floodwaters can be 
found on roads, bridges and low 
areas. Flash floods can come rapidly 
and unexpectedly. They can occur 
within a few minutes or hours of 
excessive rainfall.

•Do not drive through flooded 
areas. If you see a flooded roadway 
ahead, turn around and find anoth-
er route to get to your destination.

•Be cautious, especially at 
night, when the visibility is limited.

•Remember, 6 inches of water 
will reach the bottom of most pas-
senger cars, causing loss of control 
or possible stalling.

•Two feet of moving water can 
carry away most vehicles including 
sport utility vehicles and pickup 
trucks.

•Even if the water appears shal-
low enough to cross, do not attempt 
to cross a flooded road. Water can 
hide dips, or worse, floodwaters 

can damage roadways by washing 
away the underlying road surface.

•If there is no other route, 
proceed to higher ground and wait 
for the waters to subside.

Question: I have a question 
about pickups with their wide tires 
sticking outside of the fender wells. 
Is that illegal? I always thought 
there were supposed to be fenders? 
I know they throw a lot of rocks 
around. I don’t think that’s right.

Answer: Minnesota law 
states that all passenger vehicles 
shall have fenders, or other devices, 
that are designed to prevent, as far 
as practicable, water, dirt or other 
material being thrown up and to 
the rear by the wheels of the vehicle. 
For the tires sticking outside of the 
fenders, the vehicle would need to 
be equipped with fender flares. The 
fender flares would need to match 
the width of the tires sticking out. 

If you have any questions 
concerning traffic-related laws 
or issues in Minnesota, send your 
questions to Sgt. Troy Christian-
son – Minnesota State Patrol at 
Statue 169.791 2900 48th Street 
NW, Rochester MN 55901-5848.  
(Or reach him at, Troy.Christian-
son@state.mn.us)

Flash floods can come rapidly, unexpectedly; drivers be prepared
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On the record

Dispatch report
March 18
•Complainant reported 

stolen checks used at loca-
tion.

•Complainant on 
County Road 4, Luverne, 
reported pickup losing 
debris at location.

•Complainant on S. 
Kniss Avenue reported a 
returned check.

•Motorist was assisted 
on Kniss Avenue and War-
ren Street.

March 19
•Report that property 

was found.
•Complainant on N. 

Oakley Street requested 
residence checks at loca-
tion.

•Complainant on E. 
Second Street, Hills, report-
ed suspicious activity.

•Complainant on E. 
Brown Street reported pos-
sible vandalism.

March 20
•An outage was re-

ported.
•Complainant on S. 

Kniss Avenue reported 
children walking in traffic 
at location.

•Complainant on 111th 
Street reported fire at loca-
tion.

•Complainant in Beaver 
Creek reported theft of 
farm machinery.

•Complainant on N. 
Kniss Avenue reported theft 
of package.

•Subject with Rock 
County warrant turned self 
in.

•Complainant on Sioux 
Valley Drive reported suspi-
cious vehicle.

•Complainant east-
bound on Interstate 90, 
Beaver Creek, reported a 
stolen vehicle.

March 21
•Complainant east-

bound on Interstate 90, 
mile marker 7, Beaver 
Creek, reported people 
walking on the interstate.

•Complainant reported 
catalytic converter stolen 
from their vehicle.

•Complainant on 20th 
Avenue, Valley Springs 
South Dakota, reported a 
person sleeping in vehicle 
in parking lot. 

•Complainant on N. 
Oakley reported loud music.

•Complainant on E. 
Warren Street requested to 
speak to a deputy.

March 22
•Road closed at location 

on 51st Street, Hills.
•Complainant west-

bound on Interstate 90, 

mile marker 7, Beaver 
Creek, reported erratic 
driving, speeding and cut-
ting off other vehicles.

•Complainant on N. 
Kniss Avenue and on E. 
Edgehill Street found a 
birthday present found in 
roadway.

•Possible water main 
break reported at location 
on Hatting and Kniss.

•Complainant in Hard-
wick reported concerns.

•Complainant east-
bound on Interstate 90, 
mile marker 3, Beaver 
Creek, reported debris in 
roadway.

•Complainant on E. 
Main Street reported an un-
authorized vehicle parking 
behind location.

March 23
•Complainant on 

Donaldson Street requested 
extra patrol.

•Complainant on N. 
Lindale requested resi-
dence checks at location.

•Complainant on E. 
Luverne Street, Magnolia, 
reported threats at location.

•Complainant on Ser-
vice Drive reported a threat.

•Complainant on N. 
Spring Street reported pos-
sible stolen property.

March 24
•Complainant on 71st 

Street reported a road 
closure.

•Complainant on 81st 
Street, Luverne, requested 
info for a stolen vehicle.

•A warrant was issued 
in Airway Heights, Wash-
ington.

•Complainant in the 24-
hour parking lot reported a 
loud noise.

•Complainant on E. 
Lincoln Street reported 
loud music.

March 25
•Complainant on N. 

Kniss Avenue reported a 
driving complaint.

•Report of a civil issue.
•Complainant on 141st 

Street, Beaver Creek, re-
ported drug was parapher-
nalia found at location.

In addition, officers re-
sponded to 2 motor vehicle 
accidents, 1 vehicle in ditch, 
2 escorts, 16 ambulance 
runs, 4 paper services, 7 
animal complaints, 2 fin-
gerprint requests, 11 burn 
permits, 1 vehicle impound, 
2 driver’s license checks, 1 
gas drive-off, 3 alarms, 6 
drug court tests, 4 purchase 
and carry permits, 2 stalled 
vehicles, 20 traffic stops, 6 
abandoned 911 calls, 1 test 
and 4 welfare checks.

By Mavis Fodness
Hills-Beaver Creek Elementary 

students are enjoying a popular 
outdoor game, thanks to the Patriot 
Millworks high school woodworking 
class.

Last year’s Millworks students 
hinged together eight wood panels 
for a 25-foot elementary school gaga 
pit.

The finished pit was finally put 
into place March 16, to the excite-
ment of the K-5 students.

“The students knew we were 
getting it earlier this year because 
we started playing it (Gaga) in gym 
class,” said physical education 
teacher Darin DeBoer. 

“This way they know all the rules 
and we’re ready to play it outside on 
the playground.”

Gaga (a Hebrew word mean-
ing ‘touch touch’) is played in the 
pit with a ball as a variant on the 
popular game of dodgeball. 

The game combines dodging, 
striking, running and jumping with 
the objective of being the last per-
son standing. Players hit the ball at 
each other with their hands and are 
eliminated if the ball strikes them 
on or below the knee.

The district purchased the pit’s 

metal corner pieces this fall to 
anchor the pit to the playground’s 
surface

This year’s Millworks stu-
dents made improvements to the 
wooden walled gaga pit, including 
a redesign.

“The Patriot Millworks class 
for period six rebuilt the panels by 
attaching the new corners,” said 
instructor Chris Louwagie. 

“Safety measures that were 
taken include countersinking the 
bolts so they don’t stick out past 
the wood planks, and we also 
sanded any of the planks where 
there were splinters or chipped 
boards.”

Junior Brock Harnack sug-
gested a redesign to students hav-
ing to step into the pit.

“He thought we could make it 
handicap-accessible,” Louwagie 
said. “This is why there is a door 
in the middle of the one panel.”

A rubber safety mat arrived 
shortly after the first of the year, 
with the maintenance staff fully 
assembling the complete Gaga pit 
during the warmer weather.

“It gives students another 
option to do things on the play-
ground,” DeBoer said. “We have 
had to limit the number of stu-
dents in the pit because everyone 
wants to play it.”

Hills-Beaver Creek Elementary students check out the new Gaga (a Hebrew word meaning “touch touch”) pit with physical 
education teacher Darin DeBoer (far right). The pit was constructed by the H-BC High School Patriot Millworks students 
as a class project and was installed on a rubber safety mat March 16.    (Submitted photo)

media. If you use social media to 
talk to your friends or parents or 
grandparents, you might get to 
know your friends and family that 
you don’t see often better. Social 
media is a good way to be able to 
talk to your friends over the sum-
mer. 

But if you use it to look at 
people’s posts and comment mean 
things that could ruin someone’s 
day. You shouldn’t use social 
media to hurt others because how 
would you like it if someone said 

something bad about your post, 
you should always use the golden 
rule to treat others how you want 
to be treated.

Is social media beneficial to all 
concerned?

Social media can be benefi-
cial to you if you use it to talk to 
friends then it can be beneficial. 
Then you would be able to ask 
them about a question that you 
were stuck on for homework then 
they can help you figure it out. 
Social media is not beneficial when 

you use it to just look at people’s 
posts and watch videos that aren’t 
beneficial. In summary, social me-
dia is helpful if you need to get a 
hold of someone and it is not when 
you just look at people’s posts and 
watch videos. But be careful what 
you look up. There are bad things 
on the internet. So social media 
may not be the important/benefi-
cial thing ever, instead of staring 
at the screen, go outside, go build a 
snowman, go ride snowmobile, go 
have a snowball fight.

school paraprofessional effective May 26; Diana Ouverson, 
middle-high school administrative assistant, effective June 
30; Cindy Arends, community education administrative 
assistant, effective June 9 in a phased retirement option 
to assist in the office transition; and Al Brinkman, English 
Language Learning teacher, effective June 2.

•hired Jacqueline Johnson as speech-language patholo-
gist beginning with the 2022-23 school year for a salary 
of $71,228; Derek Elbers as assistant B-squad baseball 
coach, Bailey Cowell as assistant C-squad coach and Jon 
Schomacker as middle school baseball coach.

•approved Tyler Reisch as volunteer baseball coach and 
Ben Nath as volunteer golf coach.

•accepted the resignations of Caroline Thorson as 
assistant speech coach and Lora Wynia, custodian. Both 
resignations are effective May 27. 

School Board/from 1ANew Vision abatement/from 1A

Rotary winning essay, Four Way Test/continued from 3A

The additional grain 
bin, located on the east 
side of the existing facility, 
will expand the Magnolia 
Township facility by 1.5 
million bushels and allow 
the facility to load two 
semitrailer trucks at once.

The 90- by 200-foot 
building structure will be 
located next to the existing 
truck storage facility. 

The expansion will add 
another truck driver and 
mechanic to the location.

New Vision built the 
new $16 million feed mill 
in 2011. Commission-
ers granted a five-year, 
$18,900 annual abate-

ment in 2011 that has since 
expired.

Co-op officials at that 
time indicated they would 
need 13 full-time employees 
at the new facility. They 
have hired double the 
amount.

County Administrator 
Kyle Oldre said none of the 
neighbors to the feed mill 
have voiced any opposition 
to the current expansion 
plans.

According to the 2021 
property tax statement, 
New Vision pays $137,289 
in taxes at the Magnolia fa-
cility. The county’s portion 
is $34,285.

Patriot Millworks build gaga pit
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Remember when

10 years ago (2012)
•Barely a week into her retirement, Luverne’s Sandra 

Hensley said she already likes her new schedule.
But that doesn’t mean she won’t miss her work as court 

administrator for Rock and Nobles counties.
“It was always challenging,” she said Tuesday during a 

break from spring cleaning at her home. “It was constantly 
changing; you never get bored.”

When she started in the Rock County Courthouse 33 
years ago, Hensley was one of three generalists in the Court 
Administrator’s office.

25 years ago (1997)
•Students from Luverne High School tackled the tough 

issues of parenting and early fatherhood at the “Dads Make 
A Difference” Conference recently held in St. Cloud. Students 
from all across Minnesota attended the conference training 
sessions that taught high school students how to teach middle 
school students about the tough responsibilities of parenting 
and the importance of making life-altering decisions.

The conference focused on the growing problem of ado-
lescent pregnancies by training young people about parenting 
responsibilities. Nearly a fourth of all children born in the 
United States live in female-headed households, and 40 per-
cent of these children have not seen their fathers in at least 
one year. The curriculum stresses not only the importance 
of raising children with the involvement of both parents, it 
teaches students the obligations of parenting at any age.

50 years ago (1972)
•The Sedlacek brothers may help Texas Lutheran College 

win another Big State Conference baseball championship.
And they may do it without cracking the line-up as an 

every-day starter. Tom is a utility infielder while Mike is a 
relief pitcher.

Coach Ray Katt, a man who spent 17 years in the big time 
as a player and coach, says the attitude of the Luverne duo is 
an asset to the team.

“Tom and Mike are the kind of players you need. They’re 

good players and probably will be starters next season. They 
are playing some now, but their attitude means a lot to us, too. 
They’re for the team.”

75 years ago (1947)
•Crews in charge of the production of the senior class play, 

“It’s All In Your Head,” to be presented by the class of 1947 on 
April 18 and 19, were announced this week.

The stage crew includes Gordon Backer, stage manager; 
the carpenter crew, consisting of Marlyn LeMarie, chairman, 
Dale Hartz, Wayne Remme, Roger Jensen, James Van Hove 
and James Fritz; the painting crew, Dick Petersen, chairman, 
Sara Ann McRobert, Claris Anderson, and special painting 
by Audre Schlapkohl; sound effects, Otto Jensen, chairman, 
Carol Thorson, Robert Soutar and Siena Dik; lighting, Arthur 
Tofteland and Mabe Moreaux; properties, Lowell Binford, 
chairman, Boyd Barrett, Shirley Busse, David Hoh, Joycelyn 
Heronimous, Velma Ralfs, Melvin Smook and Nellie Timmer.

Heading the business staff as advertising and business 
manager is Walter Tofteland. Marilyn Brooks is chairman of 
the advertising committee and is assisted by Gertrude Bosch 
and Beverly Perkins. The program committee consists of Betty 
Goettsch, chairman, Doris Gullickson, Arlene Gradert, Katheen 
Rolph, Corinne Ruddy and Marjorie Van Voorst. Ruth Gon-
nerman heads the ticket committee and is assisted by Joyce 
Reemts, Martha Wiggins and Edith Winter; Jack Butler is 
house manager; Lois Huisman and Betty Thomas, prompters; 
Ruth Winter, head usher, assisted by Ruth E. Winter, Imogene 
Lemke, Beatrice Bosch, and Eva Lou Lafrentz.

100 years ago (1922)
•Almine Skovgaard, of Hills, a junior in the school of agri-

culture, University of Minnesota, won fifth place in the music 
memory contest at University Farm last week, with about 700 
students competing, and was awarded a $10 prize.

The school is a part of the department of agriculture of the 
University of Minnesota, and has graduated more than 2,700 
young men and women, 95 per cent of whom have returned 
to the farms to win success as farmers or farm homemakers.

Bits by 
Betty

By Betty Mann, 
president Rock County 

Historical Society 

The following appeared 
in The Rock County Herald 
on July 18, 1902.

Summer Training 
School

For Teachers of Rock 
County and

Vicinity—Four Weeks’ 
Term Begun Monday.

The Rock County Sum-
mer Training school for 
teachers opened Monday in 
the High school room with 
Prof. E. M. Phillips, of Albert 
Lea as conductor, and Estella 
Scofield, of Ortonville, F. E. 
George, of Pipestone, and 
Ella Probst, of Minneapolis, 
assistants. The work was 
begun in the usual manner 
with registration on Monday. 
Sixty-seven teachers were 
registered as follows:

L u v e r n e — L u v e r n e 
Kreps, May Brewer, Jennie 
D. Wright, Francis McDer-
mott, Deila Blodgett, Mar-
garet Williams, Clarinda B. L. 
Stoughton, Viola Hvid, Nellie 
Ramsey, Vena L. Brockway, 
Maud M. Brockway, Lu-
ella Stoughton, Alma Haga, 
Merble Herrick, Anna Arm-
strong, Rosalie Teetor, Alma 
Heinz, Mrs. Myrtle Calhoun, 
Hanna M. Brady, Bertha 
Scott, Nora V. Adams, Har-
riet L. Henton, Blanche E. 
Abbey, Beatrice Angell, R. 
May Walters, Tillie Dietrich, 
Margaret Scheehan, Nellie E. 

1902: Summer teacher
training begins in area

Schellhamer.
Adrian—Christine Nash, 

Isabel Egeland.
H a r d w i c k — E m e l i a 

Heiden, Louise Mannigel, 
Emma Hauger.

Magnolia—Evelyn Bare-
ley, Mabel L. Ehlers, Theresa 
Barclay, Allie B. Adams, Ida 
H. Miller, Ettie M. Ehlers, 
Essie S. Pickett.

Ransom–Bessie Sorem, 
Clara Guernsey.

Hills—Christine Sev-
ertson.

Sioux Falls—Edith C. 
Cox.

Kanaranzi—Ethel G. 
Rowland, Zula M. Bowen.

Bits, continued on 14A

Bridal Shower 
There will be a bridal show-

er for Paige Tweet, bride-to-be 
of Tucker Oeltjenbruns, at 10 
a.m. Saturday, April 2, at Take 
16 Brewery in Luverne.

Celebrations

Menu

Monday, April 4: 
Sloppy Joes on a bun, potato 
salad, fruit, dessert.

Tuesday, April 5: 
Roast beef, mashed pota-
toes with gravy, California 
Normandy, bread, dessert. 

Wednesday, April 6: 
Ham with raisin sauce, au 
gratin potatoes, peas, bread, 
dessert.

Half-Price Day spon-
sored by Christian Reformed 
Church.

Thursday, April 7: 
Sausage egg bake, broccoli, 
cinnamon apples, coffee cake.

Friday, April 8: Baked 
ziti, mixed vegetables, peach-
es, dessert.

LSS Dining offers well-
balanced and affordable 
meals in a community at-
mosphere.

Call Lynette Hoiland at 
283-9846 to arrange to pick 
up a dinner or for home-
delivered meals.

Gift certificates are 
available at the meal site or 
online at www.lssmn.org/
nutrition.

Three H-BC seniors were 
selected to receive Sioux 
Valley Energy scholarships 
this year.

They are Ethan Kruger, 
$500; Samantha Moser, 
$250; and Tara Paulsen, 
$1,000 L&O Power Co-op 
Scholarship. 

“Applications were judged 
on the basis of grades, work 
experience, school activities, 
volunteer community service 
and an essay question,” said 
CEO/General Manager Tim 
McCarthy. 

SVE awarded 32 scholar-
ships this year. 

Three seniors 
awarded SVE
scholarships

PartyParty
on wheels!on wheels!
The Hills-Beaver Creek Elementary School student councils hosted a roller-skating party Friday night 
in the elementary school gym where district students and families enjoyed skating, food, games, draw-
ings for prizes and more. At left: Ruthie Opheim gets a little help in the slow lane from Paul Opheim. 
Below: Jessamy Dwire teeters and then falls. Below right: Fifth-grade teacher and party DJ Dylan 
Gehrke takes a lap around the floor, encouraging skaters to follow his lead.
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Obituaries

Patricia Kay Aning, 62, 
Detroit Lakes, for-
merly of Luverne, 
died Friday, March 
18, 2022.

A funeral service 
was Friday March 
25, at the First Pres-
byterian Church in 
Luverne with buri-
al in the Luverne 
Memorial Gardens 
Cemetery.

Patricia Aning was born 
Jan. 9, 1960, to Sievert and 
Gertrude (Vogt) Aning in 
Luverne. She graduated from 
Luverne High School in 1978. 
She graduated from Norwest 
Technical College in 1998 
with a business management 
degree.

Patricia lived in Luverne 
after she graduated, where 
she worked at Tri State In-
surance for many years. She 
moved to Detroit Lakes in the 
early 1990s and continued to 
work for Tri State Insurance 
from her home. She helped 
run a family-owned busi-
ness until she retired. After 
she retired, she worked with 
horse rescue and bought and 
sold antiques.

She enjoyed horses, her 
pet geese, Dober-
man Pincher dogs, 
and most animals 
and birds in general. 
She also enjoyed her 
flowers, sports cars 
and jogging. She 
would always greet 
people with a smile 
and a hug and never 
short of words. Pa-

tricia loved spending time 
with her grandchildren.

Patricia is survived by 
her two daughters, Cassy 
(Adam) Bailey, Luverne, and 
Callandra Aning-Sackmann, 
Detroit Lakes; four grand-
children, Autumn, Jack, 
Parker and Brody; four sib-
lings, Jake (Marilyn) Aning, 
Anna (Walter) Ahrendt and 
Sievert Jr. (Audrey) Aning, 
all of Luverne, and Kathy 
Aning of Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota; and many nieces and 
nephews.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Dingmann Funeral 
Home of Luverne, dingman-
nandsons.com.

(0331 F)

Patricia Aning
Florence Eleanora Fick, 

age 94, of Beaver 
Creek, Minnesota, 
died on Thursday, 
March 24, 2022, at 
Sanford Hospice 
Cottage in Luverne. 

Visitation will 
be held Sunday, 
March 27, from 4 
to 7 p.m. at St. John 
Lutheran Church. 
Funeral service will be held 
Monday, March 28, at 10:30 
a.m. at St. John Lutheran 
Church in Luverne with 
burial to follow at Maple-
wood Cemetery. To sign an 
online registry and view a 
life history, please visit www.
hartquistfuneral.com.

Florence Fick was born 
on May 23, 1927, in her home 
to John Heinrich and Chris-
tine Margaretha (Funck) 
Reyelts. She was raised on the 
farm and attended school at 
Beaver Creek Public School 
from elementary through 
graduation.

She was a lifelong mem-
ber of St. John Lutheran 
Church, baptized on June 12, 
1927, confirmed July 4, 1942, 
and married August 28, 1946, 
to Arthur Johaan Fick. After 
marriage, the couple moved 
to a small farm near Magno-
lia. In 1959 they moved to a 
farm by Beaver Creek, where 
Florence thrived as a lifelong 
caregiver and nurturer. Faith 
and family were her highest 
priorities in life. She and 
Arthur were blessed with 
three children and Florence 
worked hard to care for them.

Arthur preceded Flor-
ence in death, passing in the 
spring of 1980. Later that 
year, Florence took in her 
ailing mother and continued 
to provide care until 1992 
when her mother passed. 
Florence then retired from 
their farm and relocated to 
Beaver Creek.

She remained living in 
her home independently 
until spring of 2022 when 
she was admitted to Hospice 
care and transferred to the 
Hospice Cottage in Luverne. 
On March 24, 2022, while 
surrounded by family and 
loved ones, Florence went to 
be with her Lord and Savior 
at the age of 94 years, 10 
months, and 1 day.

Florence was proud to 
be a lifelong member of the 

Florence Fick
St. John Lutheran Church. 

She was a very active 
woman with several 
hobbies and gifts 
she loved sharing 
with her community. 
She enjoyed baking 
and entered several 
items in the Rock 
County Fair. She 
was named grand 
champion for her 

Sunshine Cake. Garden-
ing was another important 
hobby of hers. She grew new 
plants every year and enjoyed 
delivering bouquets to her 
friends for special occasions, 
birthdays, or “just because.” 
She also enjoyed quilting 
and made quilts for every-
one in the family. A hobby 
that started out as a way to 
bless her sister, but became 
her own, was collecting milk 
glass. Florence had strong 
Christian values and faith 
that helped make her into the 
mother, wife, grandmother, 
and woman that she was. 
She would say, “The world 
changes, but the Bible never 
does.”  She would also say, 

“I’d give up chocolate but I’m 
no quitter.”

Florence is survived by 
her children, Marilyn (John) 
Doppenberg of Yankton, 
South Dakota, Allen (Chris-
tine) Fick of Beaver Creek, 
and Marlin (Amie) Fick of 
Beaver Creek; sister Lorna 
(Reyelts) Hill of Jasper, Min-
nesota; grandchildren Amy 
Doppenberg, Adam (special 
friend Dani Stewart) Dop-
penberg, Travis (Jenna) Dop-
penberg, Gregory (Natalie) 
Fick, Derek Fick, and Tyler 
Fick; and great-grandchil-
dren Owen Doppenberg, 
Charlie Doppenberg, Bax 
Doppenberg, and Conner 
Fick.

Florence was preceded 
in death by her parents, JH 
and Christine Reyelts; her 
husband, Arthur Fick; an 
infant great-granddaughter; 
brother Elden Reyelts; infant 
sister Anna Dora Reyelts; 
brother-in-law Tom Hill 
Sr.; seven brother and sis-
ter in-laws, Henry (Anna) 
Fick, Louis (Frieda) Fick, 
Albert (Anna) Fick, William 
(Metta) Fick, Fritz (Malinda) 
Fick, Paul (Meta) Fick, and 
Herbert (Darlene) Fick; and 
several nieces and nephews.
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G e r a l d  “ J e r r y ”  P . 
Bruggeman, 86, 
of Valley Springs, 
South Dakota, died 
Thursday, March 24, 
2022, at his home.

Visitation will 
be held on Sunday, 
March 27, 2022, 
from 4:00 - 7:00 
p.m. at  George 
B o o m  F u n e r a l 
Home, Brandon, South 
Dakota. Mass of Christian 
Burial will be held on Monday, 
March 28, 2022, at 10:30 
a.m. at Risen Savior Catholic 
Church, Brandon, South 
Dakota.

Gerald “Jerry” Paul 
Bruggeman, son of August 
and Catherine (Snyder) 
Bruggeman, was born on 
April 29, 1935, in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. He 
grew up on his family’s farm 
near Larchwood, Iowa. In 
1953, Gerald graduated from 
St. Mary’s High School in 
Larchwood.

Jerry entered the United 
States Army on February 
14, 1956. He was stationed 
in Alaska, where he served 
as a meteorologist. After 
his honorable discharge on 
January 24, 1958, he started 
his career at the Sioux Falls 
Stockyards, where he worked 
for several years selling cattle. 
Jerry eventually became 
a cattle buyer for several 
different firms for many years 
until his retirement.

Jerry was united in 
marriage to Sharon McCarty 
on October 21, 1961, in Alvord, 
Iowa. They settled on an 
acreage east of Valley Springs, 
South Dakota, where they 
raised their four children. 
Jerry always had a nice herd 
of Black Angus cows and 
calves on the acreage.

Jerry enjoyed hunting 
with his sons, trips to the 

lake over the Fourth of July 
week with his family 
and neighbor friends. 
He loved his trips to 
Mexico with Sharon 
and his daughter’s 
family. Jerry loved 
the outdoors and 
working with his 
cows on the farm. He 
enjoyed his stockyard 
group gatherings and 

his “Bruggeman Breakfast” 
time with his siblings and 
family. Any time he had 
with his grandchildren was 
cherished.

Grateful to have shared 
his life are his wife, Sharon; 
four children, Jim (Cheryl) 
Bruggeman of Dell Rapids, 
South Dakota, Dave (Daletta) 
Bruggeman of LeMars, Iowa, 
Mary (Brian) Maiers of 
Shakopee, Minnesota, Amy 
(Bo) Keller of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota; blessed with nine 
grandchildren, Andy (Tiana) 
Thompson, Beth Bruggeman, 
Kendra Jorgensen, Kody 
(Hailey) Bruggeman, Jake 
(Alyssa) and Emma Maiers, 
Isabelle, Bo and Ben Keller; 
two great-grandchildren, 
DeJay Thompson and Henry 
Bruggeman; sisters Pat 
Wright and Cleone Kellar; 
brother Don (Rosemary) 
Bruggeman; sister-in-law, 
Orph Bruggeman; numerous 
nieces and nephews; and 
many special friends and 
neighbors.

Jerry was preceded in 
death by his parents, brothers 
Norbert and Len, sister 
Maureen McCarthy, sister-
in-law Theresa Bruggeman, 
brothers-in-law Russel 
Wright and Jim Kellar.

In l ieu of  f lowers 
memorials may be given to 
Avera Foundation, Avera 
Hospice, Prince of Peace and 
The Banquet.
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Gerald Bruggeman

James A. Vink,  age 83, 
of Luverne, Min-
nesota, died on 
Monday, March 21, 
2022, at the Sanford 
Luverne Hospice 
Cottage.

Visitation will 
be Sunday, March 
27, 2022, from 
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
at the American 
Reformed Church in Luverne. 
A funeral service will be 
Monday, March 28, 2022, 
at 1:00 p.m. at the church. 
Interment will follow at the 
Memory Gardens in Luverne. 
Arrangements have been en-
trusted to Hartquist Funeral 
Home – Luverne Chapel. To 
read Jim’s life history and 
sign an online registry please 
visit  www.hartquistfuneral.
com.

James Albert Vink was 
born November 12, 1938, to 
Delmar and Lucretia (De-
Boer) Vink in Castlewood, 
South Dakota. He attended 
grade school at Rock County 
District 1 and graduated from 
Luverne High School in 1957.

In January of 1958, Jim 
enlisted in the United States 
Army and served our country 
until his honorable discharge 
in January of 1960. He began 
driving truck for Luverne 
Creamery, then later hauled 
wholesale groceries for M. 
and J.R. Hakes, which was 
later named Schrivner, Inc.

On Sept. 8, 1961, Jim 
was united in marriage to 
Janice Miersma at Valley 
Springs Reformed Church. 
The couple settled in Luverne 
and raised their four chil-
dren, Joel, Timothy, Audra 
and Paul. Jim hauled for 
Schrivner for 38 years until 
the company’s closing. He 
then drove the Rock County 
Heartland Bus for two years.

After his retirement, Jim 
volunteered with the Fos-
ter Grandparent Program 
at the Luverne Elemen-
tary School for ten years and 

James Vink
was recognized as the 2008 

Friend of Education. 
He also volunteered 
with the Big Buddies 
of Rock County and 
was named 2005 Big 
Buddy of the Year.

O n  M o n d a y , 
March 21, 2022, Jim 
died peacefully at 
the Sanford Luverne 
Hospice Cottage at 

the age of 83 years, four 
months, and nine days.

Jim made public profes-
sion of his Christian faith in 
1960 and was a charter mem-
ber of the American Reformed 
Church in Luverne, where he 
served as deacon, elder, Sun-
day School teacher, and Men’s 
Bible Study leader. In April of 
1996 he began a weekly Bible 
Study group at Southwestern 
Youth Services in Magnolia, 
Minnesota, and participated 
with the group over the next 
17 years. Jim enjoyed fishing, 
reading, and listening to clas-
sic country music.

He will be remembered 
by his wife of 60 years, Jan-
ice; his four children, Joel 
and his wife, Teresa Vink of 
Poway, California, Timothy 
and his wife, Dana Vink of 
Zeeland, Michigan, Audra and 
her husband, Joel Diederichs 
of Muscatine, Iowa, and Paul 
and his wife, Laura Vink of 
Indianapolis, Indiana; nine 
grandchildren, Nicole Vink, 
Chad Vink, Karis (Jon) De 
Jong, Alaina (Dave) Ekdom, 
Caley Vink, Devon Diederichs, 
Trevor Diederichs, Madison 
Vink, and Dalton Vink; four 
great-grandchildren; one 
sister, Joanne (Jack) Camp-
bell of Moline, Michigan; one 
brother, Arnold (Gloria) Vink 
of Luverne, Minnesota; and a 
sister-in-law, Dianne Vink of 
Iola, Kansas.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Delmar and 
Lucretia, and two brothers, 
Gary Vink in 2006 and Dale 
in 2016.
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Joyce Mulder, age 86, of 
Luverne, Minnesota, 
died on Thursday, 
March 17, 2022, at 
Sanford Hospice Cot-
tage in Luverne.

Visitation will be 
held Sunday, March 
27, from 4:00-7:00 
p.m. at Hartquist Fu-
neral Home – Luverne 
Chapel. Funeral ser-
vice will be held Monday, 
March 28, at 10:30 a.m. at the 
United Methodist Church in 
Luverne with burial to follow 
at Maplewood Cemetery.  To 
sign an online registry and 
view a life history, please visit 
www.hartquistfuneral.com.

Joyce Mulder was born 
July 24, 1935 in Adrian, 
Minnesota, to Ben and Tina 
(Tjepkes) Rust. She attended 
elementary school at Mag-
nolia public school and 
transferred in eighth grade 
to Adrian Public School. She 
graduated from Adrian High 
School in 1952 at the age of 
seventeen. After graduation, 
Joyce moved to Oklahoma 
where she met and married 
her first husband, Lee Jepson. 
The couple was married in 
1959 and moved to Con-
necticut where they were 
blessed with their daughter, 
Cindy. In 1968, after Lee’s 
untimely death, Joyce and 
Cindy moved back home to 
be closer to family.

On a Sunday morning 
after a church service at the 
United Methodist Church in 
Luverne, Joyce Rust Jepson 
and her daughter met a 
widower farmer/auctioneer 
by the name of Duane Mul-
der and his nine-year-old 
daughter. They immediately 
recognized each other as 
grade schoolmates. After a 
short conversation, Duane 
suggested that they should 
go to Sioux Falls for a noon 
meal. After the noon meal 
they decided to go to the zoo 
with their two girls. It did not 
take long for a relationship 
to develop. Both knew they 
wanted a family for their 
girls and themselves. They 
were married on October 17, 
1975, and never looked back, 
concentrating on raising 
their girls and running the 
farm and auction business. 
They were an inseparable 
couple, generally if you saw 
one, you would see the other. 
Over the years, Joyce was 
always beside her auctioneer 
husband clerking auctions be 
it 95 degrees or subzero tem-
peratures. Over the 40 plus 

years she clerked thousands 
of auctions and 
settled them out 
as well. She took 
the required real 
estate education, 
and became a real 
estate salesperson 
in Duane’s real es-
tate firm. She sold 
numerous homes 
and acreages to 

many satisfied customers. 
Joyce was never a person to 
complain or say a bad word 
about anyone. She kept a 
strong faith, taught Sunday 
school, and was active in the 
church activities. Duane and 
Joyce were Sunday School 
Counselors for a number of 
years. Throughout the years 
they never hired a baby sitter. 
Evenings and weekends were 
family time with their girls. 
They might go to town in the 
evening for a root beer float, 
go fishing after chores, play a 
game of pinochle, or go camp-
ing and fishing with their girls 
on weekends. Joyce loved the 
holidays and planned far in 
advance for Christmas. She 
hosted the Auction Company 
Christmas party for years. 
Joyce was a past president 
of the Minnesota State Auc-
tioneers Auxiliary and past 
president of the Luverne 
Eagles Club Auxiliary. During 
the last several years, Duane 
kept her at home and was her 
caregiver as a lung disease 
ravaged her body. While at 
the Sanford Hospice Cottage 
in Luverne, Joyce went to 
be with her Lord on March 
17, 2022, surrounded by her 
loving family.

Joyce is survived by her 
husband, Duane; daughters, 
Cindy (Dale) Reverts, and 
Lori (Jim) Von Holtum; 
grandchildren, Micheal 
(Christine) Reverts, Amanda 
(Adam) Breheny, Matthew 
(Stephanie) Reverts, J.J. 
(Jacob) (Amy) Von Holtum, 
and Adam Von Holtum; 
great grandchildren, Tan-
ner Reverts, Olivia Reverts, 
Dominic Breheny, Bailey 
Breheny, Hannah Breheny, 
Rhyan Von Holtum, Dax 
Von Holtum, and Tate Von 
Holtum; brother Melvin 
(Dorothy) Rust; as well as 
many nieces, nephews, and 
close friends.

Joyce was preceded in 
death by her first husband, 
Lee Jepson; parents Ben and 
Tina Rust; sister Dolores 
Dreesen; and brother Marvin 
Rust.
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Joyce Mulder
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Writing an outdoors column can help 
make our readers more informed about 
wildlife and resource issues. My column 
today is about Earth Day, and my research 
for this script has resulted in my gaining a 
large amount of new information to share 
with you.

Earth Day was started in 1970 primar-
ily as a student campus activity. The date of 
April 22 was chosen because it fell between 
spring break and college final exams. The 
first Earth Day included a teach-in and 
more than 5,000 students attended.

Overall, the first Earth Day inspired 
more than 20 million people – over 10 
percent of the United States population at 
the time – to participate.

Smog and polluted air was the driver 
initially behind this effort. It was a rare 
instance where both Republicans and 
Democrats rallied around one common 
cause. It created an emerging environmen-
tal consciousness around the byproduct of 
human consumption, pollution. The result 
of this grassroots effort was the creation of 
the United States Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. Congress in short order 
passed the Clean Air Act, followed closely 
by the Clean Water Act.

Fast forward to 1990 and Earth Day 
had grown to 200 million people in 141 
countries. The engagement of the masses 
ultimately led to the push to recycle that 
still exists today. Current Earth Day at-

tracts more than 1 billion people from 193 
countries to push for a planet we can all 
survive on.

I have been an Earth Day participant 
almost every day of my life for the past 50 
years. My life’s motto has always been to 
try to leave the planet just a little better 
off than when I found it. This has been 
done during my adult life as a member 
and volunteer for Pheasants Forever. The 
efforts of this habitat organization do just 
as much for clean water, pollinators, pol-
lution reduction, erosion reduction and 
environmental education as any other on 
the planet.

Across America on this Earth Day the 
730 chapters of Pheasants Forever are call-
ing all of their members to skip a regular 
meeting and grab their volunteers and 
head out to get their hands dirty. They are 
calling on every member of the organiza-
tion to attend a project and actually do 
some manual labor. 

My chapter is doing our Earth Day 
event one week earlier than the actual date 
of Earth Day and is scheduling to bring 
all interested parties out onto some of the 
public lands in Nobles County, Minnesota. 
We have people from the Minneapolis 
metro area coming to help. We normally 
do one big day of public lands improve-
ments annually.

This includes many things, but old 
fence removal, eradication of invasive trees, 
trash pickup and sign replacements are all 
on this list of things to do. We have had 
north of 40 volunteers attend this annual 
activity on a regular basis. It is amazing 
what you will find dumped on these impor-
tant public lands. 

What are you going to do to help make 
the planet a little better for all of the crea-
tures and humans that inhabit it? Will you 
be one of those participants? I challenge 
you to reach out to your local PF chapter 
or any other habitat organization and see 

what they have planned for that day. It is a 
call to action. There is no real way to de-
scribe the satisfaction you get from a day in 
the tall grass.

If you are limited in a physical activity 
way, then go to a county or regional park 
and do some cleanup. Visit a Wildlife Man-
agement Area in your county and just spruce 
up those spots by doing a little trash collec-
tion. If you have equipment, offer to donate 
your time and use of that equipment to our 
collective cause.

If you are interested in helping with our 
project, it is scheduled for April 16 at 9 a.m. 
We will gather at my house located at 1027 
Lexington Ave., Worthington, Minnesota, 
and head out as a group. You can help for an 
hour or all day. Each participant is welcome, 
no matter what you schedule might be.  
Please reach out to me at scottarall@gmail.
com or by calling 507-360-6027 for more 
information and what you need to bring.  

This is your chance to be part of an event 
that benefits every person and creature 
on the planet. I look forward to seeing you 
working together for the collective good of 
all.

Scott Rall, Worthington, is a habitat 
conservationist, avid hunting and fishing 
enthusiast and is president of Nobles Coun-
ty Pheasants Forever. He can be reached 
at scottarall@gmail.com. or on Twitter @
habitat champion.

By Scott Rall
Outdoors columnist

The Outdoors

Photo courtesy of University of Minnesota Athletics
Luverne High School graduate Jaxon Nelson (second row, third from left, kneeling) celebrates the University of Minnesota Gophers’ win over Western Michigan University 
Sunday afternoon in Worchester, Massachusetts. The Gophers and Nelson are headed to the NCAA Frozen Four April 7 against Minnesota State-Mankato. 

How will you, as supporters of wildlife and the environment, help make the planet better?

By Star Herald staff
Luverne High School graduate Jaxon Nelson is headed 

to the Frozen Four college hockey playoffs with the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Golden Gophers team next week.

Nelson, a junior forward, tallied a pair of assists in 
Minnesota’s NCAA opener — including the overtime session 
that bounced defending national champion Massachusetts 
Friday.

“It was the best feeling I’ve had playing sports,” Nelson 
told the Star Herald Monday.

“Getting the opportunity for a chance to win it all with 
the best group of guys is something special.”

The Gophers faced a Massachusetts team that was 22-
12-2 this season and won 94 games over the past four years. 
Nelson said beating UMass 4-3 was a morale booster for the 
team.

“After playing UMass and realizing how hard it was to 
beat them and they were the defending national champions, 
we knew we were going to 
win,” he said.

His mom, Jennifer Nel-
son, Magnolia, was at the 
suspenseful overtime game.

“He told me after the 
game he knew they were 
going to win,” she said. “I 
told him that would have 
been helpful to know while 
I was holding my breath in 
the stands. I was just dying.”

Minnesota later shut 
out Western Michigan 3-0 
Sunday night in the region-
al final to punch its ticket 
to the NCAA Frozen Four 
for the 22nd time and first 
since 2014.

Luverne graduate helps Golden Gophers
hockey team to the Frozen Four

At 6-4 and 225 pounds, Nelson is con-
sidered a strong player who factors into 
Minnesota’s power plays and penalty kills 
in addition to being a regular offensive 
contributor, according to Gopher sports 
information.

Nelson was on the ice for Minnesota’s 
third goal against Michigan when Blake 
McLaughlin scored a shorthanded tally 
in a 6-on-4 situation with the WMU net 
empty.

Coach Bob Motzko characterizes Nel-

son as playing a “200-foot game,” 
meaning he plays both ends of the 
ice arena effectively both offen-
sively and defensively.

“He’s grown and matured so 
much as a player since we first saw 
him on the ice with the (Luverne) 
Cardinals,” he said. “We know he 
can go out and play against the 
top lines for other teams, and we 
count on him in just about every 
game situation.”

Nelson said Motzko kept calm 
during the game, but celebrated 
with the players after the win.

“He just told us to keep playing 
and we did just that, but afterward 
he was ecstatic,” Nelson said. “He 
was proud of us all and the way 
we played and battled all weekend. 
It was a great birthday present for 
him.”

Nelson missed 13 games ear-
lier in the season with an injured 
ankle, and the team encountered 
other challenges, losing a goalie 
and operating without some 
teammates who competed in the 
Olympics. 

The overall impact on the 
team, however, was minimal, 
Nelson said.

“I think in the end, it all made 
us a better team. I think we are 
better because of it,” he said. 

Nelson, continued on 14A
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1200 Linden, Luverne, MN 56156
Phone 507-283-4917

Manley Tire & Oil
SALES & SERVICE

Valley Springs, South Dakota
Phone 507-755-6615

Open 6 days a week - Closed on Sunday

I-90 in Luverne, MN
507-283-9171 • 1-800-634-7701

HILLS STAINLESS STEEL
& EQUIPMENT CO., INC.
506 W. Koehn, P.O. Box 987, Luverne, MN

PHONE 507-283-4405
Church is Important - Please Attend!

Tuff Memorial Home,
Retirement Apartments

& Tuff Village
“A Home Where Residents SMILE”

Hills, Minnesota
Phone 507-962-3275

117 S. Spring, Luverne, MN

507-283-9549

Tollefson Publishing
117 W. Main

Luverne, MN 56156
507-283-2333

These Weekly Church
Page Messages are
contributed to God's

Work through the
Church and by these

concerned and
responsible citizens

& businesses:

“Let our family help your family”
Serving the Luverne and Surrounding Communities

• 116 E. Main St., Luverne 507-283-2366
• S. Hwy. 75, Luverne 507-283-9131

• Main St., Beaver Creek 507-673-2333
Member FDIC   www.minnwestbank.com

Tri-State Region

– ENGEBRETSON CHAPEL –

www.HartquistFuneral.com
507-283-2777

To Advertise 
Call 

283-2333

www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail:info@buffaloridgeins.com507-283-2381

www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail:info@buffaloridgeins.com507-283-2381

STAR HERALD
Rock County

Read us online!

www.Star-Herald.com

1-800-615-3704
Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

To God be the Glory.

M a n l e y  M i n n e s o t a

LuverneANNOUNCER

507.449.6000 
Luverne, MN

bankwithssb.com
Member FDICTrust in Him

These weekly 
church page 

messages are 
contributed 

to God’s Work 
through the 
Church and 

by these 
concerned and 

responsible 
citizens & 

businesses:

Call Rick or Chantel to 
place your ad!

283-2333

PAPIK.COM
283-9171

Hills, MN  •  507-962-3275

110 E Main, Luverne   507-283-2379 
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116 East Main Street • Luverne • 507-283-2366
Hwy. 75 • 800 South Kniss • Luverne • 507-283-9131

www.minnwestbank.com • Member FDIC • MoneyLine 888-616 BANK

Built on
a Rock

By Rev. Dr.
Phil Booe

St. John Lutheran 
Church, Luverne

Here today, gone to-
morrow: It is an unpleas-
ant fact of life. The things 
we have today could be 
gone tomorrow. The peo-
ple we know and love are 
here today, but could also 
be gone tomorrow. Even 
ourselves, as much as we 
avoid the issue, are here 
today, gone tomorrow. 
This is a reality made 
worse by our tendencies 
to deceive ourselves into 
thinking that the ways 
things are now are how 
they will always be.

Consider Mark, 
chapter 13. Some of Jesus’ 
disciples were talking 
about the temple and how 
beautiful its noble stones 
appeared. One of Jesus’ 
disciples says, “Look, 
teacher! What wonderful 
stones and what wonder-
ful buildings!” How could 
one not be impressed 
with a massive structure 
of marble stones weigh-
ing hundreds of tons? It 
was covered with plates 
of gold that in the morn-
ing reflected the fiery rays 
of the sun so that one 
could not look directly 
at them. This was the 
holy ground upon which 
the people sacrificed to 
God and the very place 
where God promised to 
meet his people. If ever 
there was an institution 
or a constant in life that 
people thought would 
never change, it was this 
wondrous temple.

Jesus’ response must 
have really surprised his 
disciples. He said, “As for 
these things that you see, 
the days will come when 
there will not be left here 
one stone upon another 
that will not be thrown 
down.” It was unthink-
able that Herod’s temple 
would be destroyed! The 
disciple asked, “Teacher, 
when will these things be, 
and what will be the sign 
when these things are 
about to take place?”

Jesus doesn’t answer 
directly, but tells them 
what will take place in 
the intervening years. He 

Here today,
gone tomorrow

prepares his disciples 
for persecutions and 
hardships. Why? So 
that their hope and 
trust would not be in 
the things of this world, 
that are here today and 
gone tomorrow, but on 
eternal things.

Even though we 
do not share the same 
struggles as the dis-
ciples, we live in the 
same fallen creation in 
which they lived. There 
continue to be false 
Christs, wars, rumors 
of wars, and natural 
disasters that test the 
faith of the masses. 
Satan and his agents in 
this world constantly at-
tack our beliefs. Where 
can we find refuge and 
sanctuary in this wicked 
world? The answer 
is the same place the 
disciples did, in Jesus, 
who is not here today 
and gone tomorrow, but 
with us always. 

Just think, this 
disciple was impressed 
by Herod’s temple while, 
all along, conversing 
with the perfect temple 
of God: Jesus, who said 
about himself, “Destroy 
this temple, and I will 
raise it up in three days!” 
Later that same week, 
Jesus’ words came to 
pass. He sacrificed 
himself for the sins of 
the world. They hung 
him on a cross and 
destroyed him, but on 
the third day, he rose 
again victorious over 
sin, death, and Satan.

Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection recon-
ciled you to God, your 
sins are forgiven. Put 
your trust in him. 

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne

St. Catherine Ph. 283-8502; www.stscl.org
Monsignor Gerald Kosse, Pastor

Sundays 8:30 a.m. Mass. Public Mass will be celebrated at FULL capacity 
in the church. Masses: 9 a.m. Wednesdays, 10 a.m. Friday at the nursing 
homes – check the bulletin. All Sunday masses will be live streamed on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pg/stccluverne/videos/. Vis-
it www.stscl.org for more information. 

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne

Office Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982
www.luvernecrc.com — office@luvernecrc.com

Sundays 9:30 a.m. Worship service. 6:30 p.m. Evening worship service. 
We are streaming Sunday services live on YouTube at 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 
p.m. Send him a friend request if you’re not connected. You may also visit 
our website for delayed broadcasts. Also our services are on local cable TV 
at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and at 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays. In all circum-
stances, may we joyfully declare: “Our help is in the name of the Lord, the 
Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 124:8.

First Baptist Church
103 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne 

Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org
Walt Moser, Pastor

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. In-person worship service. Service is also on Face-
book Live at 10:30 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne 

Ph. 507-283-4431; www.graceluverne.org — graceluverne@
iw.net

Ann Zastrow, Pastor
Dave Christenson, Interim Pastor

Thursday, March 31: 8:30 a.m. Missions in Action. Sunday, April 3—5th 
grade First Communion Sunday. 9 a.m. Worship Service Holy Communion 
and baptism. 10 a.m. Sunday School and fellowship coffee. 5 p.m. Worship 
service. 6 p.m. Senior high youth night. 6:30 p.m. Worship practice. Tues-
day, April 5: 9 a.m. Staff meeting. Wednesday, April 6: 7 a.m. Men’s Bible 
study. 1 p.m. Priscilla/Elizabeth Circle meeting. 5-6:30 p.m. Lenten supper. 
6:45 p.m. Lenten service. Voices of Grace rehearsal after Lenten service. 
Online, TV and Radio Worship options are available. Online: Sundays 9 
a.m. on the church website www.graceluverne.org, click Worship tab or go 
directly to our Facebook page at Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne. TV: Vast 
Channel 3 will air our worship service Mondays at 4:30 p.m. and Fridays 
at 10 a.m. Radio: KQAD-AM Radio will air our worship service on Sundays 
at 8:15 a.m. 

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne

Ph. 507-283-4571 or 605-215-9834
Andrew Palmquist, Pastor

Sundays, 10:15 a.m. Worship service; worship online as well (at els.
org). Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. Zoom Bible study. Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Lenten 
Vespers. See our Facebook page, Bethany Lutheran Church (Luverne) for 
other classes and events. 

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne 

Ph. 283-8600; email: office@arcluverne.org 
Thursday, March 31: 9 a.m. Cookie Crew. 5:30 p.m. Tumbling Tykes. 
Friday, April 1: 6:3o a.m. Community Men’s Bible study. Sunday, April 
3: 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. 10:50 a.m. Sunday school. Tuesday, April 
5: 12 p.m. Staff meeting. Wednesday, April 6: 5:30 p.m. Midweek Meal. 
6:30 p.m. Pioneer Club. 6:30 p.m. Jr. and Sr. High youth groups. 6:30 
p.m. Connection Team. Thursday, April 7: 5:30 p.m. Tumbling Tykes. 
Services are also broadcast on Vast Channel 3 on Mondays at 6 p.m. and 
Wednesdays at 4 p.m. DVD’s available upon request. To stay up to date on 
announcements, follow us on Facebook and Instagram @arcluverne.

Rock River Community Church
(formerly First Assembly of God)

1075 110th Ave., 2 miles west of Luverne on County Rd. 4
Ph. 612-800-1255; email info@rockrivercommunity.church

Bob Junak, Pastor; Annette Junak, Assistant Pastor
Sundays, 9 a.m. Sunday school; 10 a.m. Worship service. Children’s church 
for ages 3-6th grade and nursery for ages 0-3 provided during our services. 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Worship service. All services are in-person and all are 
welcome.

United Methodist Church
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne

Ph. 283-4529
Saturday, April 2: 8 p.m. AA meeting. Sunday, April 3: 9 a.m. Adult 
Sunday school. 9:15 a.m. Coffee. 10:30 a.m. Worship service. 4:30 p.m. 
Genesis/Revelation Bible study. 6:30 p.m. ALIVE youth group. Tuesday, 
April 5: 1:30 p.m. God’s Circle. Wednesday, April 6: 6:15 p.m. FUEL. 6:30 
p.m. Confirmation. 7 p.m. Lenten service at UMC with First Presbyterian. 
8 p.m. AA meeting. Live streamed on Facebook and radio.

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne

Ph. 283-4787; email: Firstpc@iw.net
Sunday, April 3: 9:30 a.m. Worship service. 10:30 a.m. Sunday school. 
Wednesday, April 6: 5:15 p.m. Bells. 6 p.m. Choir. 7 p.m. Lenten service 

at United Methodist Church. Committee meetings following service. In-
person Worship service and live on Facebook. Our Facebook page can be 
found under First Presbyterian Church of Luverne. We are also on the 
local Luverne cable station at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Tuesdays and 10 a.m. 
on Thursdays. 

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne

Ph. 283-2316; email: stjohn@iw.net
www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org 

Rev. Dr. Phil Booe, Pastor
Saturday, April 2: 5:30 p.m. Worship; Junior Choir sings. Sunday, April 
3: 9 a.m. Worship; Junior Choir sings. 10:15 a.m. Adult Bible class; 
Sunday School. 11:20 Junior Choir. Monday, April 4: 1 p.m. Quilting. 7 
p.m. Elders’ meeting. Tuesday, April 5: 6:30 p.m. Mom’s Night Out. 7 
p.m. Stewardship. Wednesday, April 6: 9:30 a.m. Bible study. 6 p.m. Lent 
Worship. 6:30 p.m. Supper (Quilters). 6:45 p.m. Confirmand Question-
ing. Kids for Christ. 7 p.m. Choir. 7:30  p.m. Youth group. Services will 
be available on the Vast Channel 3 Sunday and online at the city website, 
cityofluverne.org. 

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St., Luverne

Ph. 449-0057; www.livingrockswmn.org
Billy Skaggs, Pastor

New Life Celebration Church
101 W. Maple, Luverne

Ph. (605) 368-1924; email: newlifecelebration@gmail.com
Food mission every third Thursday. 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 E. 2nd St., P.O. Box 36, Hardwick

Ph. (507) 669-2855; zionoffice@alliancecom.net
Jesse Baker, Pastor 

Sunday, April 3: 9 a.m. Worship service. 10:15 a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 
a.m. Bible study. Worship service on Luverne cable at 3:30 p.m. every 
Thursday and Friday. 

First Lutheran Church 
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D. 

Ph. (605) 757-6662 
Mark Eliason, Pastor

Sunday, April 3: 9 a.m. Worship service with Holy Communion at First 
Lutheran. 10 a.m. Sunday school. Masks are strongly recommended, but 
not required, even if fully vaccinated. Worship will be streamed live on 
Facebook Video worship via YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St., Garretson, S.D. 

Ph. (507) 597-6257 — firstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Mark Eliason, Pastor

Sunday, April 3: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. Worship service 
with Holy Communion at Palisade Lutheran. Thursday, April 7: Pali-
sade Lutheran council meeting. Masks are strongly recommended, but 
not required, even if fully vaccinated. Worship will be streamed live on 
Facebook. Video worship via YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3rd St., P.O Box 73, Beaver Creek 

Ph. 507-935-5025 
email: lori.firstpres@gmail.com

Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. Second Tuesday of each month, 7 
p.m. Session meeting.

Magnolia United Methodist Church 
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia

Ph. 605-215-3429
email: magnoliamnumc@gmail.com

Nancy Manning, Pastor
Sunday, 9 a.m., in-person with livestream available on the church’s 
Facebook site.

Steen Reformed Church 
112 W. Church Ave., Steen

Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship service in-person with livestream 
available on Facebook and YouTube. Radio worship on KQAD Sundays at 
9:30 a.m. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
112 N. Main St., Hills, Ph. 962-3270

Sunday, April 3: 9 a.m. Worship at Tuff Chapel. 10 a.m. Worship with 
Holy Communion. 9 a.m. Sunday School. 7-8:30 p.m. Youth group meets. 
Worship will be streamed live to Facebook at Bethlehem of Hills. You can 
find more info on our website blchills.org. Tuesday, April 5: 2 p.m. Tuff 
Home Bible study. 3:30 p.m. Tuff Village Bible study. Wednesday, April 
6: 9 a.m. Quilting. 6 p.m. Confirmation. 7 p.m. Social/dessert time. 7:15 
p.m. Wednesday night worship service.

Hills United Reformed Church 
410 S. Central Ave., Hills 
Office Ph. 962-3254

hillsurc@alliancecom.net
Alan Camarigg, Pastor
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PUBLIC NOTICES

NAME OF OWNERS, TAXPAYERS & 
INTERESTED PARTIES PARCEL NUMBER & DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY YEAR

TOTAL TAX
AND PENALTY

KARI M LEWIS-MATHEWS & 01-0093-000  SEC-22 TWP-104 RNG-44  5.76 A TR IN N 760' OF W 330' OF NW 1/4 2021 177.62                
CHRISTOPHER W MATHEWS EXC 0.29 A TR #75 & EXC 0.11 A CSAH #2  

ROCK COUNTY ENERGY, LLC 02-0093-200  SEC-17 TWP-102 RNG-46  2.01 A TR IN W 350' OF S 250' OF NW 1/4 2021 384.75                
ROCK COUNTY ENERGY, LLC 02-0093-300  SEC-17 TWP-102 RNG-46  TR IN NW 1/4 DESC AS: S 350' OF W 550' 2021 114.75                

EXC W 350' OF S 250'; E 190' OF W 740' OF S 350' EXC 2.81 A TR DESC AS: E 350'
OF W 740' OF S 350' 1.13 ACRES

JOHN & KAREN RUDDY 02-0295-000  SEC-22 TWP-102 RNG-46  6.48 A BLDG SITE TRACT IN SE CORNER OF 2021 431.21                
E 1/2 OF E 1/2 LESS 0.20 A CSAH #17 6.48 ACRES

VERLYN ENNINGA & 03-0040-000  SEC-09 TWP-101 RNG-45  5.77 A TR IN SE 1/4 DESC AS: COM AT SE 2021 487.92                
CRAIG ENNINGA COR OF SE 1/4; N 1320' ON E SIDE OF SE 1/4 TO POB; N 412' ON E SIDE OF SE 1/4;

W 610' = S SIDE OF SE 1/4;  S 412' = E SIDE OF SE 1/4; E 610' TO POB 
MARILYN LOUISE SHEEHAN 03-0216-000  VILLAGE OF ASHCREEK LOTS 5 & 6 BLOCK 4 2021 249.75                
JEFFREY KRUGER 03-0220-000 VILLAGE OF ASHCREEK S 1/2 OF LOTS 11 & 12 BLOCK 4 2021 4.50                    
ELIZABETH KRUGER 03-0224-000 KITTERMAN'S ADDITION VILLAGE OF ASHCREEK LOT 3 2021 6.75                    
JEFFREY KRUGER 03-0228-000 KITTERMAN'S ADDITION VILLAGE OF ASHCREEK SOUTH 100' OF LOT 6 2021 460.04                

HEATH C & KERI K PETERSEN 04-0018-000 SEC-12 TWP-104 RNG-45  E 667' OF S 358' OF SE 1/4  5.48 ACRES 2021 1,734.48            
DOUGLAS DEAN LAFRENZ 04-0052-000  SEC-04 TWP-104 RNG-45  A 4.44 A TR IN S 1/2 OF SE 1/4 COM AT + OF 2021 616.28                

C L OF US HWY 75 WITH S LN OF SEC 3, NWLY ON C L 1236.6', WLY 75' TO POB, WLY 
15', NWLY 123.24', WLY 467.38', SLY 190.20', SELY 199.17', SLY 170.63', SELY 504.27',
 NWLY 389.87' TO POB

HEATH PETERSEN 04-0068-100  SEC-13 TWP-104 RNG-45 THAT PART OF NE 1/4 DESC AS: BEG AT NE 2021 58.32                  
COR OF SEC 13; WLY ALG N LN OF NE 1/4 33'; CONTN WLY ALG SD N LN 516.96'; 
SLY 149.99' ELY 516.96'; CONTN ELY 33' TO E LN OF NE 1/4; NLY ALG SD E LN 149.99'
TO POB 1.89 ACRES

JAMES WM BROOMFIELD & 04-0143-000 SEC-29 TWP-104 RNG-45  7.80 A TR IN NE 1/4 DESC AS: COM AT NE 2021 276.06                
PATTY A BROOMFIELD COR OF SD NE 1/4 AS POB; S ALG E SEC LN 546'; W 390'; N 43'; W 250'; N 503'; E 640' 

ALG N SEC LN TO POB 

WAYNE A & PEGGY J HARMS 07-0127-000  SEC-04 TWP-102 RNG-44 S 386' OF E 540.5' OF W 1337' OF SW 1/4 2021 312.44                
4.79 ACRES

CHAD WILLIAMSON & 11-0102-000  SEC-23 TWP-103 RNG-47  THAT PART OF W 1/2 OF NW 1/4 OF SEC 2021 457.92                
TROY WILLIAMSON & 23 & LOT 1 IN SEC 22 DESC AS: BEG AT NW COR OF SEC 23; WLY ALG N LN OF SD LOT
TRAVIS WILLIAMSON 1 IN SEC 22 263.59' TO NW COR OF SD LOT 1 IN SEC 22; S ALG W LN OF LOT 1

1205.33'; E 54.89'; SELY 466.85'; SELY 180.38'; SELY 53.92'; SE 97.77'; SELY 232.76';
SELY 377.29'; SELY 111.06'; SELY 502.86' TO S LN OF W 1/2 OF NW 1/4 SEC 23';
ELY ALG S LN 236.16' TO SE COR OF W 1/2 OF NW 1/4; NLY ALG E LN OF W 1/2 
NW 1/4 2654.67' TO NE COR OF W 1/2 OF NW 1/4; WLY ALG N LN OF W 1/2 OF 
NW 1/4 1335.19' TO POB LESS 0.52 A HWY #20 71.54 ACRES

LEO SWENSON 11-0183-000  SEC-35 TWP-103 RNG-46  THAT PART OF NE 1/4 DESC AS: BEG AT NE 2021 1,189.44            
C/O ANDY SWENSON PERS REP COR OF SEC 35; SLY ALG E LN OF NE 1/4 2636.57' TO E QTR COR; WLY ALG S LN OF

NE 1/4 804.6'; NLY 930.35'; SELY 515', NWLY 1680'; CONTN NWLY 50' TO N LN OF
NE 1/4; ELY ALG SD N LN 320.83' TO POB     29.09 ACRES

BERTHA ALICIA CAMPOS 13-0032-000 ORIGINAL PLAT W 135.5' OF BLOCK 5 2021 225.00                

TRAVIS SCHOOLMEESTER 14-0099-000  ROSS'S SECOND ADDITION LOTS 9 & 10 & E 1/2 OF LOT 11 BLOCK 1 2021 1,368.00            
TRAVIS SCHOOLMEESTER 14-0100-000  ROSS'S SECOND ADDITION W 1/2 OF LOT 11 & ALL OF LOTS 12 2021 180.83                

THRU 14 BLOCK 1
JAMES PETERSEN 14-0110-100  ROSS'S SECOND ADDITION S 40' OF LOT 17 & ALL OF LOT 18 BLK 2 2021 130.50                
JAMES A HOLLOWAY & 14-0125-000  HALVERSON'S ADDITION LOT 3 BLOCK 1 2021 826.04                
NICOLE HALVERSON
JONNA DULL 14-0130-000  HALVERSON'S ADDITION LOT 1 BLOCK 2 2021 213.12                

DELINQUENT TAX LIST
The following table contains a list of real property located in Rock County on which taxes and penalties became delinquent on January 2, 2022.  Interest calculated 
from January 1, 2022, and county costs must be paid along with the total tax and penalties in order for a parcel of real property to be removed from the delinquent 
tax list.

CITY OF BEAVER CREEK

CITY OF HARDWICK

TOWN OF BATTLE PLAIN

TOWN OF CLINTON

TOWN OF SPRINGWATER

TOWN OF DENVER

TOWN OF BEAVER CREEK

TOWN OF MAGNOLIA

MILDRED KESTERSON 15-0047-000  ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 5 & N 1/2 OF LOT 6 BLOCK 2 2021 1,347.75            
JUD DUNN 15-0234-000  QUALLEY ADDITION N 34' OF LOT 11 & S 38' OF LOT 12 BLOCK 2 2021 2,828.25            

MARTINEZ CONCRETE LLC 16-0051-000  ROSE DELL ADDITION COM AT PT 155' N OF NE COR OF BLK 14 IN ROSE 2021 625.50                
DELL ADDITION & BNG POB; N 75'; W 150'; S 75'; E 150' TO POB

MAURICIO MARTINEZ 16-0053-000  ROSE DELL ADDITION W 75' OF E 225' OF LOWER PARK 2021 1,912.50            

JAMIE LYNN ARCHAMBEAU 17-0014-100  SEC-02 TWP-103 RNG-44 W 60' OF E 360' OF OUTLOT 1 & TR DESC 2021 93.31                  
% CARLY NEAL AS: COM AT NE COR OF SD O L 1; WLY 300' TO POB; NLY 40'; WLY 60'; SLY 40';

ELY 60' TO POB  0.15 ACRES
SHANE THOMAS CONKLIN 17-0037-000  ORIGINAL PLAT N 1/2 OF LOT 14 & ALL OF LOTS 15 & 16 BLOCK 2 2021 141.05                
CHRISTOPHER WILLIAMS 17-0039-000 ORIGNIAL PLAT LOTS 1 & 2 BLOCK 3 2021 106.56                
0 - MICHAEL JOHN CONKLIN

JAMES C & LISA M FISCHENICH 18-0035-000  ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 6 BLOCK 1 2021 216.00                
DALE D & PATRICIA M AUCH 18-0057-000  ORIGINAL PLAT LOTS 9 THRU 11 & W 10' OF LOT 12 BLOCK 3 2021 123.69                
DYLAN FITZPATRICK 18-0118-000  GUTZLER'S ADDITION LOT 1 & 2 BLOCK 6 2021 514.29                

CODY SCHOLTEN 19-0007-704 SEC-32 TWP-101 RNG-45  COMM AT THE NW COR OF SEC 32; ELY ALG N 2021 175.50                
LN OF NW 1/4 1055.22 TO POB; SLY 208.08'; WLY 92.48'; NLY 206.31'; TO N LN OF
NW 1/4; ELY ALG N LN 92.45' TO POB

CODY SCHOLTEN 19-0007-705 SEC-32 TWP-101 RNG-45  COMM AT THE NW COR OF SEC 32; ELY ALG N 2021 175.50                
LN OF NW 1/4 1055.22'; SLY 208.08' TO POB; SLY 124.22'; WLY 152.12'; NLY 128.24';
ELY 152.17' TO POB 

JOE D GENTRY 19-0019-100 SEC-29 TWP-101 RNG-45  TR IN SW 1/4 DESC AS: BEG AT PT 48 RDS W 2021 83.25                  
OF C OF S LN OF SEC 29; N 20 RDS; W 12 RDS; S 20 RDS; E 12 RDS ON SEC LN TO POB
EXC TR DESC AS: BEG AT PT 60 RDS W OF S QTR COR OF SEC 29; N 119'; E 93.41';
S 119' & W 93.41' TO POB & EXC THAT PART OF SW 1/4 DESC AS: COM AT S QTR COR
OF SEC 29; WLG ALG S LN OF SW 1/4 792' TO POB; CONTN WLY ALG S LN OF SW 1/4
104.59'; NLY 152'; WLY 45.82'; NLY 177.50; ELY 150.41'; SLY 330' TO POB  0.26 ACRES

JOE D GENTRY 19-0020-000  SEC-29 TWP-101 RNG-45  0.26 A TR IN SW 1/4 DESC AS: BEG AT PT 60 2021 450.00                
RDS W OF S QTR COR OF SEC 29; NLY 119'; ELY 93.41'; SLY 119'; WLY 93.41' TO POB

REMINGTON CAIN 19-0031-000 SEC-29 TWP-101 RNG-45  THAT PORTION OF UNPLATTED PORTION OF 2021 846.30                
CITY OF STEEN IN NE 1/4 OF NW 1/4  32-101-45 DESC AS: COMM AT NE COR OF LOT 6
BLK 1 OF ORIG PLAT; N ALG W LN OF MAIN ST 77.50' TO POB; CONTN N ALG SD W LN 
97.22'; CONTN N 33' TO N SEC LN OF NW 1/4; WLY 80.34'; S 33'; CONTN S 97.77'; ELY
 80.34' TO POB

TOMMY R & TRISHA M BEANER 19-0057-000  ORIGINAL LOT 1 BLOCK 7 2021 74.25                  
REMINGTON CAIN 19-0059-000 ORIGINAL LOTS 4 & 5 BLOCK 7 2021 22.50                  
ROBERT A BROESDER 19-0068-000  ORIGINAL LOTS 11 & 12 BLOCK 9 2021 794.22                
ROBERT A BROESDER 19-0068-100 ORIGINAL LOTS 13 THRU 15 BLOCK 9 2021 6.75                    
RANDY & KATHY MARSHALL 19-0073-000 ORIGINAL BLOCK 10 2021 275.59                
RANDY & KATHY MARSHALL 19-0102-000  UNRECORDED DRIES BOSCH ADDITION TR IN NE1/4 OF 32-101-45 2021 17.36                  

DESC AS: COM AT NW COR OF SD NE1/4; S 1036.5' TO POB; S 134.25'; E 96';
N 134.25'; W 96' TO POB SAID TR ALSO DESC AS LOTS 1 & 2, BLOCK 10

RANDY & KATHRYN MARSHALL 19-0103-000  UNRECORDED DRIES BOSCH ADDITION TR IN NE1/4 OF 32-101-45 2021 273.42                
DESC AS: COM AT NW COR OF SD NE 1/4; S 1036.5', E 96' TO POB; S 134.25'; E 48';
N 134.25'; W 48' TO POB SAID TR ALSO DESC AS LOT 3 BLOCK 10

RANDY & KATHRYN MARSHALL 19-0104-100  UNRECORDED DRIES BOSCH ADDITION 2 PRCLS IN NE 1/4 OF 2021 6.51                    
32-101-45 DESC AS: ALL THAT PART OF FORMER RR R/W LNG IN SD NE 1/4 DESC AS:
COM AT SW COR OF N 1/2 OF SD NE 1/4 AS POB; ELY ALG S LN OF SD N 1/2 OF
NE 1/4 96' TO POB; CONTN E ALG SD S LN 26.5'; NLY = W LN OF SD NE 1/4 44';
WLY = S LN OF SD N 1/2 26.5'; SLY = W LN OF SD NE 1/4 44' TO POB & COM AT NW
COR OF SD NE 1/4; S 1182.75'; E 96' TO POB; S 90.25'; E 26.5'; S 44'; E 21.5' N 134.25';
W 48' TO POB SAID TR ALSO DESC AS LOT 6 BLOCK 10 

CITY OF HILLS

CITY OF JASPER

CITY OF KENNETH

CITY OF MAGNOLIA

CITY OF STEEN

continued on next page...

Sandbulte brings forth
land patent benefit

	 We, Dale and Jodi Sandbulte, are bringing forth our Land Patent Benefit. If 
interested see www.minnesotaassembly.net/public-notice.

(02-10, 02-17, 02-24, 03-03, 03-10, 03-17, 03-24, 03-31)

ISD #2184 School Board
meets Feb. 28 

MINUTES OF THE SCHOOL BOARD MEETING OF 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2184, 

ROCK COUNTY, LUVERNE, MINNESOTA.  
	 	A regular meeting of the Board of Education, ISD #2184, was held in the 
District Office on February 28, 2022, at 7:00 p.m.
	 The following members were present:  Katie Baustian, Eric Hartman, Tim 
Jarchow, Reva Sehr, and David Wrigg.  Absent:   Jodi Bosch and Jeff Stratton.  
Also present:  Craig Oftedahl, Stacy Gillette, Tyler Reisch, Becky Rahm, and Mavis 
Fodness – Rock County Star Herald.
	 Chairperson Eric Hartman opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Motion made by Baustian, second by Jarchow, to approve the agenda as presented.  
Motion unanimously carried.
	 Jon Schomacker, Summer Recreation Coordinator, reviewed his job respon-
sibilities with the School Board. 
	 Administrative reports were given.  
	 Motion made by Jarchow, second by Sehr, to approve the January 27, 2022, 
School Board minutes as presented.  Motion unanimously carried.
	 Motion made by Wrigg, second by Jarchow, to approve the following donations 
that were received in February: 

Script L in Commons – Luverne Education Legacy Foundation
Illuminated L on Wall in Commons – Luverne Education Legacy Foundation
Alumni Touchscreen in Commons – Luverne Education Legacy Foundation
$250 for Robotics Team – Heartland Mutual Insurance Co
$300 for Robotics Team – McClure Electric
$100 for Robotics Team – IT Outlet
$100 for Robotics Team – Luverne Body Shop
Karaoke Machine for District Media Centers – Prairielands

	 Motion unanimously carried.
	 The School District bills were presented for approval.  Motion made by Baustian, 
second by Jarchow, to approve the District and Student Activity bills in the amount 
of $359,645.57 and payroll in the amount of $1,029,952.46 for a grand total of 
$1,389,598.03.  Motion unanimously carried.
	 Motion made by Baustian, second by Jarchow, to receive the Student Activity 
report showing the balances as of January 31, 2022.  Motion unanimously carried.
	 School Calendar options for 2022-2023 were reviewed at the work session held 
prior to the regular meeting tonight.  Motion made by Jarchow, second by Wrigg, to 
approve the A4 Calendar for the 2022-2023 school year with 168 student days and 
176.5 teacher days.  Graduation will be on May 28.  Motion unanimously carried.  
	 Motion made by Jarchow, second by Sehr, to approve the University of Min-
nesota Clinical Experience Affiliation Agreement to allow student teachers in our 
School District.  Motion unanimously carried.
	 Long-term facilities funding and usage of ESSER III funds were presented and 
reviewed at the work session held prior to the regular meeting tonight.  Business 
Manager Tyler Reisch presented a proposed spending budget and several quotes 
for various projects.  
	 The following quotes were received for replacement of the High School Water 
Main line in various tunnels:

McClure Plumbing and Heating	  	 $84,062.39
Luverne, MN
Busse Plumbing and Heating	 	 $137,000.00
Luverne, MN

	 Motion made by Jarchow, second by Baustian, to accept the quote from 
McClure Plumbing and Heating.  This will be paid for from Long Term Facilities 
Maintenance funds.  Motion unanimously carried.  
	 The following quotes were received for the surfacing of the existing tennis 
courts:

Court Surfaces & Repair, Inc.	 	 $50,000.00
Ham Lake, MN
Midwest Tennis and Track	 	 $72,157.00
Denison, IA

	 Motion made by Baustian, second by Jarchow, to accept the quote from Court 
Surfaces & Repair, Inc.  This will be paid for from Long Term Facilities Maintenance 
funds.  Motion unanimously carried.  
	 A quote was received for Elementary School carpeting from Hiller Commercial 
Floors, Rochester, MN, in the amount of $29,345.25.  Motion made by Jarchow, 
second by Baustian, to accept the quote from Hiller Commercial Floors for the 
Elementary School and to also proceed with the MS/HS entry ways.  This will be 
paid for from Long Term Facilities Maintenance Funds.  Motion unanimously carried.
	 Business Manager Tyler Reisch requested approval from the School Board 
to complete the application to the Minnesota Department of Education to spend 
$598,358.00 of ESSER III funds as follows:

Elementary Playgrounds 	 	  $252,244
Teacher Computers 	 	 $197,375
Outdoor Basketball Court  	 	 $53,969
HVAC panel updates  	 	 $47,269
Teacher Chromebooks 	 	 $37,500

	 Motion unanimously carried.
	 Motion made by Baustian, second by Jarchow, to approve the hiring of Anita 
Cole-Kraty as MS/HS Paraprofessional effective February 7, 2022.  Motion unani-
mously carried.
	 Motion made by Wrigg, second by Jarchow, to approve a medical/maternity 
leave request from Alicia Reker, Elementary teacher, beginning approximately April 
11, 2022, for the remainder of the 2021-22 school year.  Motion unanimously carried.
	 Motion made by Baustian, second by Sehr, to approve the hiring of Rylie 
Hokeness as long-term substitute teacher for Alicia Reker beginning approximately 
April 11, 2022.  Motion unanimously carried.
	 Motion made by Sehr, second by Wrigg, to accept the retirement of Theresa 
Graff, Speech/Language Pathologist, effective June 1, 2022.  Motion unanimously 
carried.
	 Motion made by Jarchow, second by Sehr, to accept the retirement of Jennifer 
Engesser, Elementary teacher, effective June 30, 2022.  Motion unanimously carried.
	 Motion made by Sehr, second by Jarchow, to accept the retirement of Sandy 
Klosterbuer, Elementary teacher, effective at the end of the 2021-2022 school year.  
Motion unanimously carried.
	 Motion made by Jarchow, second by Baustian, to approve JJ Olson as volunteer 
Softball coach.  Motion unanimously carried.
	 Motion made by Sehr, second by Jarchow, to approve the hiring of Danielle 
Kneip as MS Softball coach.  Motion unanimously carried.
	 Motion made by Jarchow, second by Baustian, to approve the transfer of 
Phil Paquette from 9th grade Baseball coach to Head Baseball coach.  Motion 
unanimously carried.
	 Motion made by Sehr, second by Jarchow, to approve the hiring of Katelyn 
Hart as assistant Track coach.  Motion unanimously carried.
	 There were no committee reports given.  Superintendent Oftedahl requested 
input from the School Board members regarding the teachers request for late starts 
or early outs to facilitate staff development.  Consensus was to try two days for the 
2022-2023 school with late starts. 
	 The upcoming meeting dates were reviewed.  Motion made by Wrigg, second 
by Sehr, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion unanimously carried.
	 Dated:  February 28, 2022

Reva Sehr, Clerk 
(03-31)

Notice of delinquent taxes
STATE OF MINNESOTA		  DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF ROCK		              FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

TO: ALL PERSONS WITH A LEGAL INTEREST IN THE PARCELS OF REAL PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THE FOLLOWING DELINQUENT TAX LIST
	 A list of real property in Rock County on which delinquent property taxes   and penalties are due has been filed with the District Court Ad-
ministrator of Rock County. This list is   published to inform all persons that the listed property is subject to forfeiture because of delinquent taxes.
	 The property owner, taxpayer, or other interested person must either pay the tax and penalty, plus interest and costs, or file a written objection with the district court 
administrator. The objection must be filed by April 20, 2022, stating the reason why the tax or penalty is not due on the property. If no objection is filed, a court judgment 
will be entered against the property for the unpaid tax, penalty, interest and costs.
	 For property under court judgment, the period of redemption begins on May 9, 2022.  The period of redemption means the time within which taxes must be paid to avoid losing 
the property through forfeiture. The period of redemption is three years, with a handful of exceptions. The redemption period is one year for most properties located in a targeted 
neighborhood, as defined in the Minnesota laws, and for municipal solid waste disposal facilities. The redemption period is five weeks for certain abandoned or vacant properties.
 	 You may also enter into a confession of judgment as an alternative method to paying off the delinquent tax amount and avoiding forfeiture. This allows you to 
pay the delinquent balance in equal annual installments with a down payment due at the time you confess judgment. The length of the installment plan varies: 5 years 
for commercial-industrial/public utility property; 10 years for all other properties.
	 If you have homesteaded property, you may be eligible for a Senior Citizen’s Property Tax Deferral, which enables seniors to pay just 3% of their total house-
hold income and allow remaining amounts to become a lien on the property that may be deferred for later payment (perhaps upon eventual sale of the property).
	 It should also be noted by property homesteaders that you are ineligible to receive the Property Tax Refund while you owe delinquent property tax.
	 To determine how much interest and costs must be added to pay the tax in full, contact the Rock County Auditor-Treasurer’s Office, Rock County Courthouse, 
204 East Brown St, PO Box 509, Luverne, Minnesota 56156-0509. You may also contact the Auditor-Treasurer at (507) 283-5060 or ashley.kurtz@co.rock.mn.us.
/s/ Natalie Reisch
District Court Administrator	        	 	 	 	 Fifth Judicial District
Date: February 8, 2022
District Court Seal
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MATTHEW HALSTROM 20-0134-000  CO AUD PLAT LUVERNE OUTLOTS 11-102-45 E 67.5' OF W 135' OF 2021 446.22                
S 118' OF OUTLOT 5

CHRISTINE HOLTER 20-0241-000  BARCK, ADAMS & HOWE'S ADDITION S 86.5' OF LOT 1 BLOCK 2 2021 386.28                

CAROL L JORGENSON-EHLERS 20-0741-000  CHARLES O HAWES' ADDITION N 110' OF E 62 2/3' OF LOTS 1 & 2 2021 645.21                
BLOCK 5

CORRINE COLVIN 20-0979-000  P J KNISS ADDITION S 152' OF LOT 4 BLOCK 4 2021 2,567.11            
JESSICA BEHR-LIMING 20-1469-000  VAN EPS AND VARY'S ADDITION S 1/2 OF LOT 4 BLOCK 26 2021 73.78                  
LEO SWENSON 20-1582-000  WARREN AND KNISS' ADDITION W 22' OF LOT 17, ALL LOT 18 & E 18' 2021 1,923.75            
C/O ANDY SWENSON PERS REP OF LOT 19 BLOCK 7
ROSALIA BAUMGARD 20-1611-000  WARREN AND KNISS' ADDITION LOT 5 BLOCK 10 2021 591.75                
DEVIN D MC GUIRE 20-1663-000  WARREN AND KNISS' ADDITION N 86' OF LOT 6 BLOCK 13 2021 351.54                
SARP LLC 20-1852-000 TR IN NW 1/4 OF NW 1/4 DESC AS: BEG AT NW COR OF SEC 14; S ALG 2021 30,622.50          

W LN OF SD SEC 322.63'; SELY 357.47' TO ELY R/W LN OF CSTPM&O R/W; NWLY ALG
SD WLY R/W LN 317.39' TO N LN OF SD SEC; NWLY ON SD N LN 322.43' TO POB  EXC A
0.56 A TR DESC AS: COM AT NW COR OF SEC 16; SELY ALG N LN OF NW 1/4 263' TO
POB; CONT SELY 59.12' TO E R/W LN OF ABND RR; SELY ON SD E R/W LN 317.69';
WLY 94.41'; NWLY 316.97'; TO POB  1.35 ACRES

SARP LLC 20-1941-000 SATER'S CREEK ADDITION BLOCK 6 2021 14,699.25          

CITY OF LUVERNE

MILDRED KESTERSON 15-0047-000  ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 5 & N 1/2 OF LOT 6 BLOCK 2 2021 1,347.75            
JUD DUNN 15-0234-000  QUALLEY ADDITION N 34' OF LOT 11 & S 38' OF LOT 12 BLOCK 2 2021 2,828.25            

MARTINEZ CONCRETE LLC 16-0051-000  ROSE DELL ADDITION COM AT PT 155' N OF NE COR OF BLK 14 IN ROSE 2021 625.50                
DELL ADDITION & BNG POB; N 75'; W 150'; S 75'; E 150' TO POB

MAURICIO MARTINEZ 16-0053-000  ROSE DELL ADDITION W 75' OF E 225' OF LOWER PARK 2021 1,912.50            

JAMIE LYNN ARCHAMBEAU 17-0014-100  SEC-02 TWP-103 RNG-44 W 60' OF E 360' OF OUTLOT 1 & TR DESC 2021 93.31                  
% CARLY NEAL AS: COM AT NE COR OF SD O L 1; WLY 300' TO POB; NLY 40'; WLY 60'; SLY 40';

ELY 60' TO POB  0.15 ACRES
SHANE THOMAS CONKLIN 17-0037-000  ORIGINAL PLAT N 1/2 OF LOT 14 & ALL OF LOTS 15 & 16 BLOCK 2 2021 141.05                
CHRISTOPHER WILLIAMS 17-0039-000 ORIGNIAL PLAT LOTS 1 & 2 BLOCK 3 2021 106.56                
0 - MICHAEL JOHN CONKLIN

JAMES C & LISA M FISCHENICH 18-0035-000  ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 6 BLOCK 1 2021 216.00                
DALE D & PATRICIA M AUCH 18-0057-000  ORIGINAL PLAT LOTS 9 THRU 11 & W 10' OF LOT 12 BLOCK 3 2021 123.69                
DYLAN FITZPATRICK 18-0118-000  GUTZLER'S ADDITION LOT 1 & 2 BLOCK 6 2021 514.29                

CODY SCHOLTEN 19-0007-704 SEC-32 TWP-101 RNG-45  COMM AT THE NW COR OF SEC 32; ELY ALG N 2021 175.50                
LN OF NW 1/4 1055.22 TO POB; SLY 208.08'; WLY 92.48'; NLY 206.31'; TO N LN OF
NW 1/4; ELY ALG N LN 92.45' TO POB

CODY SCHOLTEN 19-0007-705 SEC-32 TWP-101 RNG-45  COMM AT THE NW COR OF SEC 32; ELY ALG N 2021 175.50                
LN OF NW 1/4 1055.22'; SLY 208.08' TO POB; SLY 124.22'; WLY 152.12'; NLY 128.24';
ELY 152.17' TO POB 

JOE D GENTRY 19-0019-100 SEC-29 TWP-101 RNG-45  TR IN SW 1/4 DESC AS: BEG AT PT 48 RDS W 2021 83.25                  
OF C OF S LN OF SEC 29; N 20 RDS; W 12 RDS; S 20 RDS; E 12 RDS ON SEC LN TO POB
EXC TR DESC AS: BEG AT PT 60 RDS W OF S QTR COR OF SEC 29; N 119'; E 93.41';
S 119' & W 93.41' TO POB & EXC THAT PART OF SW 1/4 DESC AS: COM AT S QTR COR
OF SEC 29; WLG ALG S LN OF SW 1/4 792' TO POB; CONTN WLY ALG S LN OF SW 1/4
104.59'; NLY 152'; WLY 45.82'; NLY 177.50; ELY 150.41'; SLY 330' TO POB  0.26 ACRES

JOE D GENTRY 19-0020-000  SEC-29 TWP-101 RNG-45  0.26 A TR IN SW 1/4 DESC AS: BEG AT PT 60 2021 450.00                
RDS W OF S QTR COR OF SEC 29; NLY 119'; ELY 93.41'; SLY 119'; WLY 93.41' TO POB

REMINGTON CAIN 19-0031-000 SEC-29 TWP-101 RNG-45  THAT PORTION OF UNPLATTED PORTION OF 2021 846.30                
CITY OF STEEN IN NE 1/4 OF NW 1/4  32-101-45 DESC AS: COMM AT NE COR OF LOT 6
BLK 1 OF ORIG PLAT; N ALG W LN OF MAIN ST 77.50' TO POB; CONTN N ALG SD W LN 
97.22'; CONTN N 33' TO N SEC LN OF NW 1/4; WLY 80.34'; S 33'; CONTN S 97.77'; ELY
 80.34' TO POB

TOMMY R & TRISHA M BEANER 19-0057-000  ORIGINAL LOT 1 BLOCK 7 2021 74.25                  
REMINGTON CAIN 19-0059-000 ORIGINAL LOTS 4 & 5 BLOCK 7 2021 22.50                  
ROBERT A BROESDER 19-0068-000  ORIGINAL LOTS 11 & 12 BLOCK 9 2021 794.22                
ROBERT A BROESDER 19-0068-100 ORIGINAL LOTS 13 THRU 15 BLOCK 9 2021 6.75                    
RANDY & KATHY MARSHALL 19-0073-000 ORIGINAL BLOCK 10 2021 275.59                
RANDY & KATHY MARSHALL 19-0102-000  UNRECORDED DRIES BOSCH ADDITION TR IN NE1/4 OF 32-101-45 2021 17.36                  

DESC AS: COM AT NW COR OF SD NE1/4; S 1036.5' TO POB; S 134.25'; E 96';
N 134.25'; W 96' TO POB SAID TR ALSO DESC AS LOTS 1 & 2, BLOCK 10

RANDY & KATHRYN MARSHALL 19-0103-000  UNRECORDED DRIES BOSCH ADDITION TR IN NE1/4 OF 32-101-45 2021 273.42                
DESC AS: COM AT NW COR OF SD NE 1/4; S 1036.5', E 96' TO POB; S 134.25'; E 48';
N 134.25'; W 48' TO POB SAID TR ALSO DESC AS LOT 3 BLOCK 10

RANDY & KATHRYN MARSHALL 19-0104-100  UNRECORDED DRIES BOSCH ADDITION 2 PRCLS IN NE 1/4 OF 2021 6.51                    
32-101-45 DESC AS: ALL THAT PART OF FORMER RR R/W LNG IN SD NE 1/4 DESC AS:
COM AT SW COR OF N 1/2 OF SD NE 1/4 AS POB; ELY ALG S LN OF SD N 1/2 OF
NE 1/4 96' TO POB; CONTN E ALG SD S LN 26.5'; NLY = W LN OF SD NE 1/4 44';
WLY = S LN OF SD N 1/2 26.5'; SLY = W LN OF SD NE 1/4 44' TO POB & COM AT NW
COR OF SD NE 1/4; S 1182.75'; E 96' TO POB; S 90.25'; E 26.5'; S 44'; E 21.5' N 134.25';
W 48' TO POB SAID TR ALSO DESC AS LOT 6 BLOCK 10 

CITY OF HILLS

CITY OF JASPER

CITY OF KENNETH

CITY OF MAGNOLIA

CITY OF STEEN

...continued from previous page

Rock County Highway Dept. 
seeks road materials bids 

by April 18
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

S.A.P. 067-604-033; S.A.P. 067-618-011; S.A.P.067-634-001; S.A.P. 067-636-001; 
C.P. 067-401-023; C.P. 067-401-024

	 Sealed proposals will be received by the Rock County Highway Department
at Luverne, Minnesota until 10:00 A.M. on Monday, April 18th, 2022.
READ CAREFULLY THE PROVISIONS FOR THE WAGE RATES AS CONTAINED 

IN THE SPECIAL PROVISIONS, AS THEY WILL AFFECT THIS PROJECT.
	 Proposals will be opened and read publicly in the presence of the Rock 
County Highway Engineer at the Rock County Highway Building located at 1120 
North Blue Mound Avenue in Luverne, Minnesota immediately following the 
hour set for receiving bids for the following Rock County Highway work. Bids will 
be awarded on Tuesday, April 18th, 2022 at the regular Rock County Board of 
Commissioners Meeting held in the Law Library at the Rock County Courthouse.
	 The Major Quantities of Work are: 43,607 Sq. Yds. Mill Bituminous
Pavement; 7,622 Tons Type SP 12.5 Bituminous Wear Course Mix; 6,243 Sq. Yds.
Remove Bituminous Pavement. 
	 Plans, specifications and proposals may be viewed and downloaded on Quest at
 www.questcdn.com and at the Rock County Highway Department website, www.co.rock.
mn.us/highway .   Questions may be directed to the office of the Rock County Highway Engineer, 
1120 North Blue Mound Avenue, P.O. Box 808, Luverne, MN 56156-0808 / (507) 283 - 5010.
	 The non-refundable cost for Plans and one proposal will be $50.00.
	 Bids must be accompanied by a certified check or corporate surety bond drawn in 
favor of the Rock County Treasurer in the amount of at least five percent (5%) of the proposal.
	 Sealed bids shall be clearly marked “PROJECT NO. SAP 067-604-033; Etc.
	 The Board of Rock County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any or
all bids and to waive any defects therein.
	 Rock County is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

Mark R. Sehr, P.E.
Rock County Highway Engineer

(03-24, 03-31, 04-07)

STATE OF MINNESOTA	 	
COUNTY OF ROCK		             
	 Ashley Kurtz, being duly sworn, deposes, and says that she is the Auditor-Treasurer of the county of Rock; that she has examined the foregoing list, 
and knows the contents thereof; and that the same is true and correct.
(Official Seal)
/s/ Ashley Kurtz, Auditor-Treasurer
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of February, 2022.
(Notary Seal)
/s/ Vanessa J. Luettel
Notary Public, Nobles County, Minnesota                   

(03-31)

Notice of public hearing 
for conditional use permit

	 Pursuant to the Rock County Zoning Ordinance, notice is hereby given by the 
Rock County Planning and Zoning Commission that a public hearing will be held at the 
Herreid Room at the Rock County Courthouse, 204 East Brown Street, Luverne, Min-
nesota at 7:00 p.m., Monday, April 11, 2022.  The purpose of this hearing is to rule on 
the applications for Conditional Use Permits for the following:

Applicant:	 Duininck, Inc.
Location:	 A portion of the SE 1/4 of Section 15 of Luverne Township, 
	 T102N, R45W, Rock County, Minnesota
Conditional Use:	 Placement and operation of a temporary hot mix asphalt 
	 plant                        
Zoning District:	 A-2, General Agriculture 

Applicant:	 Duininck, Inc.
Location:	 Portions of Section 14 & 11 of Denver Township, T104N, 
	 R45W, Rock County, Minnesota
Conditional Use:	 Placement and operation of a temporary asphalt plant 
Zoning District:	 A-2, General Agriculture        

Applicant:	 Duininck, Inc.
Location:	 E 1/2 of the SE 1/4 of Section 29 of Battle Plain Township, 
	 T104N, R44W, Rock County, Minnesota
Conditional Use:	 Placement and operation of a temporary hot mix asphalt 
	 plan
Zoning District:	 A-2, General Agriculture             

Applicant:	 Duininck, Inc.
Location:	 Portions of the SW 1/4 of Section 21 of Battle Plain 
	 Township, T104N, R44W, Rock County, Minnesota
Conditional Use:	 Placement and operation of a temporary hot mix asphalt 
	 plan
Zoning District:	 A-2, General Agriculture

By Order of the Rock County Planning and Zoning Commission
Eric Hartman, Zoning Administrator
311 W. Gabrielson Road
Luverne, MN  56156
507-283-8862	
	 	 	 	 	 (03-31, 04-07)

Rock County Highway Dept. 
seeks road project bids 

by April 18 
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

S.P. 067-604-031
	 Sealed proposals will be received by the Rock County Highway Department in 
Luverne, Minnesota until 11:00 A.M. on Monday April 18th, 2022.
	 Minimum wage rates to be paid by the Contractors have been predetermined and 
are subject to the Work Hours Act of 1962, P.L. 87-581 and implementing regulations.

READ CAREFULLY THE WAGE SCALES AND DIVISION A OF THE SPECIAL 
	 PROVISIONS AS THEY AFFECT THIS/THESE PROJECT/PROJECTS
	 The Minnesota Department of Transportation hereby notifies all bidders:
in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Act), as amended and Title 
49, Code of Federal Regulations, Subtitle A Part 21, Non-discrimination in Federally-
assisted programs of the Department of Transportation, it will affirmatively assure that 
in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged business 
enterprises will be afforded maximum opportunity to participate and/or to submit bids in 
response to this invitation, and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, 
color, disability, age, sex or national origin in consideration for an award;
in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended, and Title 23, 
Code of Federal Regulations, Part 230 Subpart A-Equal Employment Opportunity on 
Federal and Federal-Aid Construction Contracts (including supportive services), it 
will affirmatively assure increased participation of minority groups and disadvantaged 
persons and women in all phases of the highway construction industry, and that on any 
project constructed pursuant to this advertisement equal employment opportunity will 
be provided to all persons without regard to their race, color, disability, age, religion, 
sex or national origin;
in accordance with the Minnesota Human Rights Act, Minnesota Statute 363A.08 Unfair 
discriminatory Practices, it will affirmatively assure that on any project constructed pursu-
ant to this advertisement equal employment opportunity will be offered to all persons 
without regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, marital status, status 
with regard to public assistance, membership or activity in a local commission, disability, 

sexual orientation, or age;
in accordance with the Minnesota Human Rights Act, Minnesota Statute 363A.36 
Certificates of Compliance for Public Contracts, and 363A.37 Rules for Certificates of 
Compliance, it will assure that appropriate parties to any contract entered into pursuant 
to this advertisement possess valid Certificates of Compliance.
	 If you have employed more than 40 full-time employees in any state, on any single 
working day during the previous 12 months, you must have a compliance certificate issued 
by the Minnesota Department of Human Rights to bid on any job in this advertisement. 
Please contact the Department of Human Rights immediately if you need assistance in 
obtaining a certificate. 
	 The following notice from the Minnesota Department of Human Rights applies to 
all contractors:
	 "It is hereby agreed between the parties that Minnesota Statute, section 363A.36 
and Minnesota Rules, parts 5000.3400 to 5000.3600 are incorporated into any contract 
between these parties based on this specification or any modification of it. A copy of 
Minnesota Statute 363A.36 and Minnesota Rules, parts 5000.3400 to 5000.3600 is 
available upon request from the contracting agency."
	 "It is hereby agreed between the parties that this agency will require affirmative 
action requirements be met by contractors in relation to Minnesota Statute 363A.36 and 
Minnesota Rules 5000.3600. Failure by a contractor to implement an affirmative action 
plan or make a good faith effort shall result in revocation of its certificate or revocation 
of the contract (Minnesota Statute 363A.36, Subd. 2 and 3)."
	 A minimum goal of 1.6 % Good Faith Effort to be subcontracted to Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprises.
	 The Major Quantities of Work are: 119,233 Sq. Yds. Mill Bituminous Pavement; 
23,102 Tons Type SP 12.5 Bituminous Wear Course Mix; 9,073 Tons Aggregate Shoul-
dering Class 1; 31,982 Lin. Ft. 4” Perforated P.E. Pipe Drain; 4,116 Tons Aggregate 
Base Class 5(B).
	 Plans, specifications and proposals may be viewed and downloaded on Quest at 
www.questcdn.com and at the Rock County Highway Department website, www.co.rock.
mn.us/highway. Questions may be directed to the office of the Rock County Highway 
Engineer, 1120 North Blue Mound Avenue, P.O. Box 808, Luverne, MN 56156-0808 / 
(507) 283 - 5010.
	 The non-refundable cost for Plans and one proposal will be $50.00.
	 Bids must be accompanied by a certified check or corporate surety bond drawn 
in favor of the Rock County Treasurer in the amount of at least five percent (5%) of the 
proposal.
	 Sealed bids shall be clearly marked “PROJECT NO. SP 067-604-031.
	 The Board of Rock County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids and to waive any defects therein.
	 Rock County is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

Mark R. Sehr, P.E.
Rock County Highway Engineer

(03-24, 03-31, 04-07)

Rock County Commissioners 
meet Feb. 22

Herreid Board Room 				             9:00 A.M.
Rock County Courthouse		  Feb. 22, 2022
	 The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Thompson with all 
Commissioners present. Also in attendance were Administrator Kyle Oldre, 
County Attorney Jeff Haubrich and Star-Herald Reporter Mavis Fodness.
	 The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance.
	 Motion by Thompson, seconded by Overgaard to approve the February 22, 2022,
County Board agenda, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Motion by Burger, seconded by Overgaard, to approve the February 08, 2022,
County Board minutes, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Eric Hartman, Land Management Office Director, requested to adopt 
Resolution No. 06-22, a resolution of support for Fully Funding SCORE Grants 
to Counties. Hartman stated that SCORE grant amounts have remained flat for 
several years while the state revenues have increased. Motion by Burger, sec-
onded by Overgaard to approve Resolution 06-22, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Hartman informed the County Board of a recognition award from the Board of 
Water and Soil Resources to the Rock County Soil and Water Conservation District, 
commemorating a 75-year relationship between the state and the local district.
	 Ashley Kurtz, Auditor/Treasurer, presented the claims; motion by Williamson, 
seconded by Reisch, to approve declared carried on a unanimous vote. A complete 
listing of the claims is available upon request at the Auditor/Treasurer's office. 
Claims over $2,000:
CENTERPOINT ENERGY	             	 2,097.36 
CHS	            	 	 	 6,183.66 
ERICKSON ENGINEERING	             	 4,657.50 
FLEET SERVICES DIVISION-ADMIN FMR	            	 8,274.85 
KETTERLING SERVICES INC	             	 9,976.21 
LIBERTY TIRE RECYCLING LLC	            	  2,276.00 
LUVERNE/CITY OF	             	 8,547.93 
LYON COUNTY LANDFILL	                                          12,916.04 
MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS INC	             	 8,273.00 
ROCK COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT	 2,130.00 
SHORT-ELLIOTT-HENDRICKSON	             	 3,390.98 
SOUTH CENTRAL COLLEGE	             	 2,175.00 
SW EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 	             	 2,190.00 
THRIFTY WHITE PHARMACY	             	 3,463.79 
55 PAYMENTS LESS THAN $2,000	                             19,531.45 
     TOTAL	 	                $96,083.77 
	 The County Board was in receipt of the Fund Balance report; motion by 
Thompson, seconded by Reisch, to approve, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Kurtz informed the County Board of a Special Election for Minnesota Con-
gressional District 1 seat, which recently became vacated due to the passing of 
Representative Jim Hagedorn. Kurtz stated that a primary for the special election 
will occur in May and the election to fill the remainder of the term will occur in August.
	 Mark Sehr, Engineer, presented the 5-year Construction Plan for 2022-2026.  Fol-
lowing the review the County Board directed that Sehr conduct a Road & Bridge Public 
Hearing scheduled for March 22nd at 1:00 P.M. at the Rock County Community Library.
	 Sehr informed the County Board that the parking lot at the Highway Department 
is scheduled to be re-paved, however, the driveway approach panels and sidewalk 
are in need to repair; Sehr presented the following bid options from Roos Concrete:
	 •Option A – replacing sidewalk on east side of building, 25’ concrete
	 approach panel on south side of garage bays, valley gutter on north
	 side, and 2’ of shop floor into the building - $33,947.00
	 •Option B - replacing sidewalk on east side of building, 25’ concrete 
	 approach panel on south side of garage bays, valley gutter on north 
	 side, and 7’ of shop floor into the building to existing joint- $39,047.00
	 On a recommendation by the Engineer, motion by Overgaard, seconded by Reisch, to 
approve Option B of the Roos Concrete bid for $39,047.00, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 The Administrator presented a bid from Orkin for rodent proofing and insulation 
replacement for the Courthouse Building costing $109,394.00 and requested approval 
to move forward with the project. Motion by Williamson, seconded by Overgaard, 
to approve the bid from Orkin for $109,395.00, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 The Administrator presented an HVAC project update and requested 
approval to move forward; motion by Overgaard, seconded by Reisch, to 
approve Resolution No. 07-22, authorizing the County Administrator to sign 
the Project Development Agreement with Johnson Controls through the 
master agreement held by Sourcewell, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Motion by Thompson, seconded by Williamson to enter into a Project De-
velopment Agreement with Johnson Controls for HVAC in both the Courthouse
and Human Services Building, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Auditor/Treasurer Kurtz presented an updated regarding the ARPA grants and 
she recommended we put our external grants on hold until she has the opportunity 
to attend an Auditor’s informational meeting on March 4th; no action was taken.
	 The Administrator informed the County Board that the Friends of the Library 
organization are requesting authorization to add some exterior enhancement 
projects to the outside of the Rock County Community Library, property owned 
by the county; the project is contingent on grant funding. Motion by Thompson, 
seconded by Williamson, to authorize the Friends of the Library to submit the 
grant for outside property improvements, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 MnDOT Representatives attended by County Board meeting via Zoom 
for the purpose of presenting a new design for the intersection of US 75 
and Main Street in Luverne. The new design involves replacing and updat-
ing the signal lights and adding left turn lanes to Main Street; the County 
Board will consider a resolution at the March 8th County Board meeting.
	 Commissioner Williamson stated that he had attended the following meetings:
Rural Water and Walleye Wind pre-construction meeting.
	 Commissioner Thompson stated that she had attended the following meetings:
Southwest Health & Human Services and Plum Creek Regional Library.
	 Commissioner Overgaard stated that he had attended the following meetings:
Fair Board, Community Transit and  Walleye Wind pre-construction meeting. 
	 Commissioner Burger stated that he had attended the following meetings: Commu-
nity Corrections, Southwest Health & Human Services and Southwestern Mental Health.
	 Commissioner Reisch stated that he had attended the following meetings:
Southwest MN Opportunity Council.
	 With no further business to come before the County Board, the meeting 
was declared adjourned by order of the chair.

(03-31)

Rock County Highway Dept. 
seeks paint bids

by April 18 
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

C.P. 067-401-025
	 Sealed proposals will be received by the Rock County Highway Department at 
Luverne, Minnesota until 9:00 A.M. on Monday, April 18th, 2022.
	 READ CAREFULLY THE PROVISIONS FOR THE WAGE RATES AS CONTAINED 
IN THE SPECIAL PROVISIONS, AS THEY WILL AFFECT THIS PROJECT.
	 Attention is called to the fact that the Contractor must comply with the Special 
Equal Employment Opportunity Provisions as contained in the Proposal. 
	 Proposals will be opened and read publicly in the presence of the Rock County 
Highway Engineer at the Rock County Highway Building located at 1120 North Blue 
Mound Avenue in Luverne, Minnesota immediately following the hour set for receiving 
bids for the following Rock County Highway work. Bids will be awarded on Tuesday, 
April 19th, 2022, at the regular Rock County Board of Commissioners Meeting held in 
the Law Library at the Rock County Courthouse.
	 The Quantities of Work are: 2,128 gals of 4” Reflectorized Edgeline Pavement 
Marking Paint – White & 1,333 gals of 4” Reflectorized Centerline Pavement Marking 
Paint – Yellow.
	 Plans, specifications, and proposals may be viewed, and downloaded at www.
questcdn.com and at the Rock County Highway Department website, https://www.co.rock.
mn.us/department_directory/highway_department/index.php .
	 The non-refundable cost for plans and one proposal will be $50.00
	 Bids must be accompanied by a certified check or corporate surety bond drawn 
in favor of the Rock County Treasurer in the amount of at least five percent (5%) of the 
proposal.
	 Sealed bids shall be clearly marked “PROJECT NO. SAP 067-401-025”.
	 The Board of Rock County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids and to waive any defects therein.
	 Rock County is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

Mark R. Sehr, P.E.
Rock County Highway Engineer

(03-24, 03-31, 04-07)
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Available NOW
24 Hour 
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ONLY

No Subscription?? 
Want to read a story?
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Star Herald E-Edition for 

24 hours for just 99¢. 
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                                     Week of March 27, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

Advertise here statewide 
in 210+ newspapers for 

only $279 per week! 
Call 800-279-2979

WANTED TO BUYEMPLOYMENT

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

EMPLOYMENT
6TH GRADE TEACHER 

with English Language Arts Focus. New 
London-Spicer Schools. MN Teach-
ing Licensure Required. Administra-
tive Licensure preferred. For more 
info see: nls.k12.mn.us/employment

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
INTERVENTION & STEM TEACHER
New London-Spicer Schools. MN 
Teaching Licensure Required. For more 
info see: nls.k12.mn.us/employment

MIDDLE SCHOOL/
HIGH SCHOOL ART TEACHER 

New London-Spicer Schools. MN 
Licensure Required. For more info, 
visit: nls.k12.mn.us/employment

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
DEAN OF STUDENTS 

New London-Spicer Schools. MN 
Teaching Licensure Required. Admin-
istrative Licensure preferred. For more 
info see: nls.k12.mn.us/employment

KMS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
has an Elementary teaching position avail-
able August 2022. Quali cations: Minne-
sota Elementary Education School licen-
sure. Attach letter of interest, resume, three 
letters of recommendation, transcripts and 
license. Apply at: www.kms.k12.mn.us

HIGH SCHOOL 
DEAN OF STUDENTS

New London-Spicer Schools. MN 
Teaching Licensure Required. Admin-
istrative Licensure preferred. For more 
info see: nls.k12.mn.us/employment

8TH GRADE ENGLISH/
LANGUAGE ARTS 

New London-Spicer Schools. MN 
Teaching Licensure Required. For more 
info see: nls.k12.mn.us/employment

HIGH SCHOOL 
SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHER 

New London-Spicer Schools. MN 
Teaching Licensure Required. Admin-
istrative Licensure preferred. For more 
info see: nls.k12.mn.us/employment

SOYBEAN WHITE MOLD 
have you worried this year? We 
want to help with a winning strat-
egy for 2022. Call Heads Up 
Plant Protectants 866/368-9306

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. $0 
down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The Blind. Free 
3-day vacation, tax deductible, free towing, 
all paperwork taken care of 844/220-9501 

Mortgage foreclosure sale 
set for April 28 
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.
	 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that default has occurred in the conditions of the 
following described mortgage:
	 DATE OF MORTGAGE: February 9, 2012
	 ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: $0.00
	 MORTGAGOR(S): Justin Birger, Her Husband and Laressa Birger, His Wife

Rock County Commissioners 
meet Feb. 8

Herreid Board Room 				             9:00 A.M.
Rock County Courthouse		  Feb. 8, 2022
	 The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Thompson with Commissioners 
Williamson, Overgaard and Burger present; Commissioner Reisch was absent.  Also 
in attendance were Administrator Kyle Oldre, Deputy Administrator Susan Skattum,
County Attorney Jeff Haubrich and Star-Herald Reporter Mavis Fodness.
	 The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance.
	 Motion by Williamson, seconded by Overgaard, to approve the February 08, 2022,
County Board agenda, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Motion by Burger, seconded by Overgaard, to approve the January 25, 2022,
County Board minutes, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Calla Jarvie, Rock County Community Library Director, reported on a recent
conference event, the Leadership, Education, Advocacy and Promotion (LEAP) 
sponsored by the Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation. The conference is 
planned and hosted by the Promotion and Education and Young Farmers 
and Ranchers Committees. Jarvie was invited to attend as a result of her Fel-
lowship Program that she is involved with in promoting third-grade reading 
programs, of which Peter Bakken is participating. Jarvie stated that the confer-
ence provided a number of resource materials for her to promote at the library. 
The County Board thanked Jarvie for her willingness to attend the conference 
and her enthusiasm in promoting the resources she learned at the conference.
	 Ashley Kurtz, Auditor/Treasurer, presented the claims; motion by Overgaard, sec-
onded by Burger, to approve the claims as presented, declared carried on a voice vote.   
A complete listing of the claims is available upon request at the Auditor/Treasurer's office. 
FEBRUARY 8, 2022 CLAIMS OVER $2,000	
A & B BUSINESS INC	  	 	 $2,647.47 
BMO HARRIS COMMERCIAL CARD	             	   2,241.83 
COUNTIES PROVIDING TECHNOLOGY	            	   6,835.00 
COUNTRY CUPBOARDS INC.	             	   6,650.00 
FLEET SERVICES DIVISION-ADMIN FMR	            	   8,477.37 
HERMAN MOTOR CO	             	   6,807.06 
MORRIS ELECTRONICS	             	   7,115.36 
MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS INC	             	   9,276.06 
NOBLES COUNTY AUDITOR-TREASURER	   9,080.00 
PLUM CREEK LIBRARY SYSTEM	           	 20,705.00 
ROCK COUNTY OPPORTUNITIES	             	   2,238.38 
RURAL MN ENERGY BOARD	             	   2,500.00 
S&P GLOBAL RATINGS	           	 13,750.00 
WEX BANK	             	   3,714.37 
75 PAYMENTS LESS THAN $2,000	           	 23,435.11 
     TOTAL	 	               $125,473.01 
	 The County Board was in receipt of the Fund Balance report; the Auditor/Trea-
surer highlighted the following line items: Public Works is in receipt of the first half of
MnDOT’s Maintenance Fund, receipt of the state’s Township Road Allocation, which
reflected an increase and she will be dispersing those funds to the townships, and
remaining bond proceeds are expected to be received in March. Motion by Williamson,
seconded by Overgaard, to approve the Fund Balance report, declared carried
on a voice vote.
	 The Auditor/Treasurer requested authorization to purchase a financial software 
package to assist with GASB87 requirements relating to lease agreements and debt 
management; the software will also benefit the budget process and other finance 
reporting functions.  The cost of the software purchase and support is $6,500; motion 
by Overgaard, seconded by Thompson, to approve, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 Mark Sehr, Engineer, requested approval of Resolution No. 05-22, a pri-

oritized bridge replacement listing submitted to MnDOT, the listing makes the 
bridge projects eligible for funding. Motion by Burger, seconded by Overgaard,
to approve Resolution No. 05-22, declared carried on a voice vote.
	 The Administrator provided an update regarding the City of Luverne proposed
plan for a Day Care Center and their intent to request state bonding funding to assist
with the acquisition and renovation of the Total Card, Inc. building; acquisition and
renovation costs are estimated at $3,345,562 and the bonding request will be for
half of the amount.
	 The Administrator informed the County Board of a Tax Abatement request 
from New Vision to add grain storage and a truck bay building. The estimated 
cost for the grain storage expansion if $7.7 million and for the truck bay/garage 
$775,000. The request is for a 9-year abatement with 100% abatement for 
years 1-5 and a 20% declining abatement for years 6-9. Motion by Overgaard, 
seconded by Williamson, to set a Public Hearing for March 22nd @ 9:00 A.M 
for the New Vision Tax Abatement request, declared carried on a voice vote. 
	 The Administrator reviewed the 2022-2026 CIP document and the expendi-
tures that are to be purchased utilizing the bond proceeds; no action was taken.
	 The Administrator reviewed the meeting timeline for February 22nd: 
County Board meeting will begin at 4:00 P.M., MnDOT presentation at 
5:30 P.M., County Board meeting adjourn at 6:00 and then move to Library 
location for the All Governments meeting at 6:00 P.M. to discuss ARPA.
	 The County Board briefly reviewed the AMC Legislative Conference
agenda; no action taken.
	 The Administrator stated that informed that the BRRRA met January 27th 
and Clark Meyer informed them that they have reached an agreement with the 
Burlington Northern to replace the interconnect, with an agreement in place 
that means they (Elis & Eastern) can move forward with the federal grant. Other 
meetings include: MnDOT meeting to discuss status of the Highway 75/CSAH 4 
intersection, Re-districting meeting with City of Luverne, ACE/Generations building 
construction, State Auditor’s Office regarding Prime West. Upcoming meetings 
include an Economic Development Authority meeting scheduled for March 1st, 
Emergency Management Governor’s Conference will be conducted via Zoom and 
a NextEra meeting scheduled for February 15th to meet the construction manager.
	 Commissioner Williamson stated that he had attended the following meetings:
BRRRA, Hills-Beaver Creek/County Liaison and Cattleman’s Banquet.
 	 Commissioner Overgaard stated that he had attended the following
meetings: CERT.
	 Commissioner Burger stated that he had attended the following
meetings: SWHHS Nurse Family Partnership
	 Commissioner Thompson stated that she had attended the
following meetings: BRRRA and Cattleman’s Banquet
	 With no further business to come before the County Board, the meeting
was declared adjourned by order of the chair.

(03-31)

	 MORTGAGEE: Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, 
as nominee for Dacotah Bank, its successors and assigns
	 DATE AND PLACE OF RECORDING: 
	 Recorded: February 21, 2012 Rock County Recorder
	 Document Number: 178607
	 ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:
	 And assigned to: Colonial Savings, F.A.
	 Dated: January 19, 2017
	 Recorded: February 13, 2017 Rock County Recorder
	 Document Number: 190119
	 Transaction Agent: Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
	 Transaction Agent Mortgage Identification Number: 100793500000021541
	 Lender/Broker/Mortgage Originator: Dacotah Bank
	 Residential Mortgage Servicer: Colonial Savings, FA
	 COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS LOCATED: Rock
	 Property Address: 302 E 7th St, Hills, MN 56138
	 Tax Parcel ID Number: 15-0316-000
	 LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY: Lot Three (3) and Four (4) in Block Two 
(2) of Parkview Second Addition to the City of Hills, Rock County, Minnesota
	 AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE: $196,677.55
THAT all pre-foreclosure requirements have been complied with; that no action or 
proceeding has been instituted at law or otherwise to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof; that this is registered property;
PURSUANT to the power of sale contained in said mortgage, the above-described 
property will be sold by the Sheriff of said county as follows:
	 DATE AND TIME OF SALE: April 28, 2022 at 1:00 A.M.
	 PLACE OF SALE: County Sheriff`s office, in the lobby of the Rock County Law 
Enforcement Center, 1000 N. Blue Mound Avenue, Luverne, Minnesota
to pay the debt secured by said mortgage and taxes, if any, on said premises and the 
costs and disbursements, including attorney fees allowed by law, subject to redemp-
tion within six (6) months from the date of said sale by the mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns.
If the Mortgage is not reinstated under Minn. Stat. §580.30 or the property is not 
redeemed under Minn. Stat. §580.23, the Mortgagor must vacate the property on or 
before 11:59 p.m. on October 28, 2022, or the next business day if October 28, 2022, 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.
	 Mortgagor(s) released from financial obligation: NONE
THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE RE-
DUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABANDONED.
	 DATED: February 22, 2022
	 MORTGAGEE: Colonial Savings, F.A.
Wilford, Geske & Cook, P.A.
Attorneys for Mortgagee
7616 Currell Boulevard, Suite 200
Woodbury, MN 55125
(651) 209-3300
File Number: 050335-F1

(03-03, 03-10, 03-17, 03-24, 03-31, 04-07)
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HELP WANTED: The City 
of Hills is accepting job 
applications for part-time 
seasonal maintenance help at 
$15 per hour. Must be 16 or 
older to apply. To request an 
application contact the Hills 
City Office, P.O. Box 172, 
301 S. Main Ave., Hills, MN 
56138 or call 507-962-3290. 
Applications accepted until 
position is filled.         (3.12-4.7)

K-12 Music Instructor - The 
Ellsworth Public School Dis-
trict is seeking a full-time 
music instructor for the 2022-
2023 school year. The suc-
cessful candidate will teach 
elementary general music, 
5-12 band, and 7-12 choir.  
A full job description and 
how to apply can be found 
at: https://www.ellsworth.
mntm.org/district/district-
vacancies.cfm. (3.31-4.16)

High School FACS, Business, 
Foreign Language, or STEM 
Instructor - The Ellsworth Pub-
lic School District is seeking a 
full-time high school elective 
instructor for the 2022-2023 
school year. We are open to 
Family & Consumer Science 
or Business, Foreign Language, 
or STEM. A full job descrip-
tion and how to apply can be 
found at: https://www.ells-
worth.mntm.org/district/dis-
trict-vacancies.cfm  (3.31-4.16)

At-Risk Coordinator - The Ells-
worth Public School District is 
seeking an At-Risk Coordina-
tor. The At-Risk Coordinator 
will work with students, fami-
lies, and other agencies to pre-
vent truancy, drop outs, at-risk 
behaviors, criminal activities, 
and tardiness. A full job de-
scription and how to apply can 
be found at: https://www.ells-
worth.mntm.org/district/dis-
trict-vacancies.cfm  (3.31-4.16)

Ag Instructor - Ellsworth Pub-
lic School District is seeking a 
full-time Ag instructor for the 
2022-2023 school year. We 
have a growing FFA program. 
There are also opportunities 
for extracurricular activi-
ties. A full job description and 
how to apply can be found 
at: https://www.ellsworth.
mntm.org/district/district-
vacancies.cfm  (3.31-4.16)

Local Delivery Driver - Doll 
Distributing - Worthington 
Full-time, 1st shift, Tuesday-
Friday We pay for CDL 
training! Competitive wages 
and full benefits including 
medical, dental, vision, life and 
disability insurance, PTO and 
401(k) match. Come work for 
the BEST beverage distributor! 
Apply at www.dolldistributing.
com/careers or call Sheila at 
515-299-2218 EOE  (3.31-4.2)

For Sale: Landscaping rock 
1.5 and 3/4-inch rock. Also 
do stump grinding. Call 
Wayne Biever Construction 
at 507-227-4521 or 507-283-
4614. Also have yard dirt. 
715 SW Park Street, Luverne, 
MN.               (3.12-3.31)

Need outside work done? Call 
Frank Mongold at 507-283-
9364 for lawn mowing, thatch-
ing, garden tilling, lawn seed-
ing for new or to repair lawns. 
Been in business for over 
40 years.              (3.26-5.5)

The family of Ray VanWyhe 
would like to thank our fam-
ily and friends for their sincere 
acts of kindess. Whether it was 
sharing your cooking/baking 
talents with us, sharing of your 
time with those much needed 
home visits, or inspirational 
messages that were sent in 
cards, or the beautiful flower 
arrangements, we are eternally 
grateful and feel blessed. We 
want to thank Pastor Dorie for 
the beautiful memorial service 
in honor of Ray’s life. And 
to Matt at Hartquist Funeral 
Home for his empathy and 
professional ability to help 
us through this difficult time.
Thank you to the ladies of 
the church for serving the 
lunch. They say it “takes a 
village” and we have been 
shown our village is one of 
compassion and strength.

God Bless,
Carol, Judy, Rick, Randy, 
Pam, Melissa, Tony and 

families 
(3.26-3.31)

HAVE A UNIQUE SER-
VICE OR BUSINESS? Get 
the word out to over 1.4 mil-
lion households. Call WIDE 
AREA CLASSIFIEDS to-
day, 507-359-7326. (tc)

CREATE YOUR CAREER
WITH US

Luverne

Kristee Hart,
Director of Nursing

507-283-3129

Tyler Eekhoff , 
Dietary Dept. Manager 

507-283-3123

Equal Employment Opportunity/Affi  rma� ve Ac� on | 1-877-673-0854

Nursing and Dietary Posi� ons Available! 
Good Samaritan Luverne is looking to expand our team. 

Check out our sign-on bonuses!
RN/LPN

$10,000 Full-Time  • $5,000 Part-Time

Cer� fi ed Nurse Aides / TMA
$5,000 Full-Time • $2,500 Part-Time

Dietary
$5,000 Full-Time • $2,500 Part-Time

To apply, please visit www.sanfordcareers.com 
and search “Luverne, MN”.

For ques� ons on these posi� ons contact:

 Warehouse Selector/Loader - 
Doll Distributing Worthington 
Full-time, Monday-Thursday, 
10am-8pm Enjoy a 3 day 
weekend every week! This is 
a physically demanding job. 
Competitive wages and full 
benefits including medical, 
dental, vision, life and 
disability insurance, PTO and 
401(k) match. Come work for 
the BEST beverage distributor! 
Apply at www.dolldistributing.
com/careers or call Sheila at 
515-299-2218 EOE (3.31-4.2)
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“For the past 23 years, I’ve had the pleasure 
of working at the Minnesota Veterans 
Home - Luverne where I’ve worked 
alongside the most compassionate, giving 
and understanding staff and leaders. 
Even through the pandemic, we keep 
getting stronger as a team. I recommend 
and welcome anyone joining our team! 
The benefits, retirement and pay are 
outstanding, but the best perk is that we 
are all so proud to care for the brave men 
and women who have 
served our country.”

HIRING
5-Star Nursing Home

*Conditions  apply

Call or text us about our job opportunities!

Certified Nursing Assistants (CNAs)
Nurses (RNs and LPNs)

507-920-0000

$2,500 Bonuses for CNAs and LPNs

Niki B., RN

Golla was a willing seller to 
both the Aanensons and to the city, 
which is paying $60,000 for the 
one-acre lot to the east.

“The council saw this as a posi-
tive development for Highway 75. 
We all knew that Billy Aanenson 
and Rock Motor Sports were 
pinched for space and he was look-
ing to grow,” Baustian said. 

“I guess that’s where our whole 
partnership with him came into 
play. His property that we acquired 
paired up well with our other 

Highway 75 property that we’ll have 
highway 75 frontage for.”

Rock Motor Sports will enlarge 
its retail display area featuring the 
Exmark, Ariens, Honda and Echo 
lines of equipment, and use more 
inside storage for new equipment 
and customer machines.   

The business has one full-time 
employee but may hire another as it 
grows into the new space.   

Meanwhile, Real Estate Retriev-
ers will move into the former True 
Value building next to the Farm 

Store frontage property.
“They have also outgrown 

their current locations with the 
addition of several new agents,” 
Aanenson said. 

“We both look forward to the 
opportunities that this move will 
make and appreciate the support 
the community has given us in the 
past.”

The city will close on the 
Aanenson property May 18. It will 
be cleaned up over the summer 
and held for future development.

Bits by Betty/continued from 6A
Jasper—Mabel La Mar-

tine.
Sherman—S. D.—Dora 

E. Davis.
Ellsworth—Daisy Walk-

er, Erie Rolfe, Bertha Buechel, 
Fred A. Buechel.

Edgerton—Vileta B. 
Nichols, Anna E. Carberry, 
Blanche Rogers.

Worthington—Mattie 
Bryan, Edna Goodrich, Alma 
Anderson, Janet K. Billington, 
Juanita Harden, Maud Ayer, 
Ella Cloud, Ella M. Wood.

Beaver Creek—Charlotte 
Snow, Maud Chesley, Francis 
Chesley.

Rushmore—Lulu L. Put-
nam.

The term will occupy four 
weeks and the general plan 
of the work is outlined in the 
following:

Elementary Algebra.
 The amount of work 

covered in this subject will 
be determined when the class 
is formed.

Plane Geometry.
The needs of the class 

will govern the outline in this 
subject.

U.S. History.
Period from 1765-1800. 

Establishment of Indepen-
dent Government.

Period from 1800-1865. 
Industrial Development.

Any Eighth Grade Text.
ENGLISH GRAMMAR

I. Brief review—The parts of 
speech and their uses.
II. Verbs, verb phrases, par-
ticiples, infinitives and ger-
unds.
III. Analysis of different pas-

sages.
Note. III Will be carried 

on with each day’s work in I 
and II. Each member of the 
class will be asked to get “Ex-
ercises in Syntax” published 
by Hyde and Manuel.

CIVICS
The Government of Min-

nesota.
I. History (studied with 
maps).

1. As a territory.
2. As a state.

II. The State constitution.
1. History of Written 

Constitution.
2. The contents of the 

Union Constitution.
3. Laws amended or 

revised.
III. Departments of Govern-
ment.

1. Legislative.
2. Executive.
3. Judicial.

IV. Taxation.
V. Educational System.

SPECIAL SUBJECT
The School System.

PHYSIOLOGY
A brief review using any 

good text, taking the work 
by subjects. (Designed to 
help teachers prepare for the 
August examinations),

One or two subjects 
taken thoroughly as Diges-
tion and Assimilation of 
Foods, with some simple 
experiments.

This will continue in next 
week’s article of Bits by Betty.
	 Mann welcomes cor-
respondence sent to man-
nmade@iw.net.

“It taught us how to deal with adversity, 
and some players had to step up in those 
situations. … It grew the whole team.”

Since returning after his injury, Nel-
son hasn’t missed a beat, with points in 
four of the last six games leading up to 
last weekend’s playoffs.

However, he credits the whole team 
for the season’s successes to date.

“It took a lot of hard work and dedi-
cation to playing the right way,” Nelson 
said. “Everyone bought into their role and 
everyone is playing the right way right 
now.”

When asked if he thinks the Gophers 
will win the championship, Nelson was 
optimistic.

“I think we can, yes. If we play the way 
we played this past weekend, it’s going to 
be hard to beat us,” Nelson said. 

“It’s going to be a revenge game 

against Mankato and it’s going to be a war. 
Last year they ended our season, and I 
think now we know what it is going to take 
to play for it all.”

Minnesota has now earned its 22nd 
NCAA Frozen Four berth and will look to 
win its sixth national championship (1974, 
1976, 1979, 2002, 2003). 

The Gophers open the Frozen Four on 
Thursday, April 7, in Boston against Min-
nesota State Mankato, who reached finals 
by beating Notre Dame in a 1-0 nail biter 
Saturday.

Jaxon graduated from Luverne High 
School in 2018 and is the son of Jenni-
fer Nelson, Magnolia, and Chad Nelson, 
Magnolia. 

He is pursuing a degree in supply 
chain management and operations at the 
U of M’s Carlson School of Management, 
Minneapolis.

Nelson in Frozen Four/continued from 8A

Highway 75 properties change hands/continued from 1A

Current
Rock Motor 
Sports

Current
Golla lot that 
city is buying

Current True Value 
where Real Estate 
Retrievers is moving

City lot

City lot

City lot

City lot

Golla

Golla
Pro Partners 
Milling

Pro Partners 
Milling

Greensmith 
Holdings 
(apartments)

Greensmith 
Holdings 
(apartments)

Golla

Golla
Luverne 
Storage 
Rentals
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Supply-demand, 
supply chain 
issues challenge 
local builders
The Luverne 
Building Center, 
local contractors and 
homeowners work 
together to overcome 
historic market 
conditions affecting 
local building 
projects.

 … Page 3B

Banking Barns 
repurposes 
old wood with 
creativity, skill 
Justin Kerkhove-
Brandt of Banking 
Barns in Hills 
continues to 
make statements 
in custom-made 
furniture, with 
construction turning 
toward milling their 
own wood.

 … Page 5B

Hydrangea 
varieties 
improve with 
color, hardiness
Luverne 
horticulturalist 
George Bonnema’s 
quest for the perfect 
hydrangea ends 
with ‘Incrediball’ 
and ‘Bloomstruck’ 
varieties that live up 
to their hype.

 … Page 7B

Master 
Gardeners offer 
resoureces 
for local 
greenthumbs 
Rock County Master 
Gardeners have long 
been resources for 
gardening advice, 
but today we 
have several local 
‘experts’ to lean on 
for everything from 
vegetables and 
landscaping to trees 
and fruit.

 … Page 9B
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By Lori Sorenson
Hundreds of local property owners 

and their grass are in the hands of new 
lawn care professionals this spring.

Luverne Lawn Care purchased the 
mowing and chemicals business from 
the Luverne Farm Store in 
February when the longtime 
local business closed its doors.

The new owners are Mira 
Uithoven and Ross Steensma 
(who will be married this summer) 
and Nick and Brittany Weidert (Ross’ 
sister).

“I have always wanted to be my own 
boss and I have always taken pride 
in the way my yard looks,” Nick said. 

“When this opportunity arose for own-
ing my own business and taking care of 
yards, it seemed like the perfect busi-
ness venture.”

Ross said he’s following a lifelong 
interest.

“As a high schooler I owned a lawn 
mowing business and lawn care has 
always interested me,” he said. “When 
the opportunity came along to pur-
chase this business, it was something I 
decided to pursue.” 

They’re operating out of the former 

Mel’s Alignment building, which they 
bought from Rick Reed, and opened for 
business March 1.

In addition to offering lawn care 
services, the business is a Millborn 
Seed dealer with residential turf seed, 
agricultural pasture seed, waterway 

By Mavis Fodness
The solar panels on the roofs of 

Pat and Katie Baustian’s home and 
garage are not only saving the couple 
money each month on electricity, the 
panels are also reducing carbon emis-
sions that warm the planet.

“As consumers and human be-
ings on this earth, it is our job to use 
earth’s resources as best we can and 
save them for generations to come,” Pat Baustian said.

Over the years, the Baustians have done away with the 
incandescent lighting in their home to the more energy-ef-
ficient LED. They also upgraded appliances to reduce their 
home energy use and installed low-flow toilets as well.

Solar panels for 
the home interested 

Luverne’s first home solar panels generate power
Ten solar panels 
placed on the 
south side of Pat 
and Katie Baus-
tian’s garage roof 
in Luverne provide 
electricity to the 
couple’s two-story 
home, decreasing 
the need to buy 
electricity. 

Another 18 solar 
panels are located 
on the south and 
west sides of the 
roof of their home 
on Estey Street.

Pat Baustian

Catching rays, capturing electricity

“This is a business that we put our heart and soul into. And we want them to be successful. 
Nate (Golla) does too. I’m at a stage in my life where I can help them … until they kick me out.”

— Greg Uithoven, mentor for Luverne Lawn Care, LLC and 
retired Luverne Farm Store lawn services manager

Greg Uithoven (center) is mentoring the Luverne Lawn Care owners (left) Mira Uithoven and Ross Steensma 
who will be married this summer, and (at right) Nick and Brittany Weidert (Ross’ sister). (Lori Sorenson photo)

Baustian solar panels/see page 8B

Luverne Lawn Care LLC/see page 6B

“We want to asssure our client 
base that we will provide them 

with the same quality service 
that they have received in the 

past from Luverne Farm Store.”

— Mira Uithoven
Luverne Lawn Care

Luverne Lawn Care LLC picks up 
where former Luverne Farm Store left off
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Year-end tax planning can
save you dollars!

Certifi ed Public Accountants
P.O. Box 685, 109 S. Freeman, Luverne, MN 56156
P.O. Box 707, 216 E. Main, Pipestone, MN 56164

EXPERIENCED TAX PREPARERS
WITH OFFICES IN PIPESTONE, 

LUVERNE, TYLER,  
LAKE WILSON AND MARSHALL

New Clients Welcome! 
 • Tax planning & preparation
 • Electronic tax fi ling available
 • Agri-plantm - pretax medical deductions
 • Accounting, Payroll & Bookkeeping services

Meulebroeck, Taubert 
& Co., PLLP

PLAN AHEAD!
Call today for an appointment.

Luverne               Pipestone
507-283-4055      507-825-4288

Leenderts
LAWN CARE

Ask about 5% CASH DISCOUNT 
& 5th TREATMENT FREE 
w/4-step lawn care purchase.
Call 507-962-3794 or 507-227-2805
ARLENLLC@HOTMAIL.COM            fully insured and licensed

Lawn spraying, 
lawn airation 

and grass 
drill for over 

seeding and new 
seeding.

Emerald Ash Borers

Do you have favorite ash 
trees you’d like to save?

ARE COMING

Free Estimates
Tree Injections (lasts two years)

Lawn spraying, 
lawn airation 

and grass 
drill for over 

seeding and new 
seeding.

By Jen Rolfs and 
Deb Aanenson 
Real Estate Retrievers

The housing market 
has stayed competitive for 
months, and if you’re like 
many homeowners, you’ve 
probably thought about 
selling.  But is it the right 
time?  

Selling your home is a big deci-
sion, and pinpointing the perfect 
time to make your move can be chal-
lenging.  

That’s why we are here to help, 
and realtor.com® offers its fourth 
annual “Best Time to Sell Report,” 
which suggests listing a home during 
the week of April 10-16.

Doing so allows them to take 
advantage of the spring buying 
season’s anticipated strong demand, 
high asking prices, quick home sales, 
and lowered competition from other 
sellers.  

Preparation is key this year since 
the market dynamic could change 
quickly due to factors like rising 
mortgage rates, inflation and the 
ongoing conflict in Ukraine.  

Here are a few questions for you 
to consider if you want to explore 
what it would look like to put your 
home on the market soon.  

Has your lifestyle 
changed?  Most homeowners 
outgrow a property at some point, or 
they find their needs have changed 
in some way. A property may be too 
small, or you may want to downsize.  

With historically low interest 
rates, maybe now is the time for you 
to build that prefect retirement or 
forever home.  

Do you have another 
property or a plan for 
where you’ll go next?  Be 
sure to keep the logistics and busy 
market conditions in mind if you’re 

buying and selling at the same 
time. 

Let us help relieve the 
stress of coordinating mul-
tiple transactions and keeping 
everything on track.  

Have you dis-
cussed the details 
with everyone in-
volved?  Selling your 
house isn’t something you 
should do on the spur of the 
moment. 

This sale will mean big 
changes, both financially and 
in your day-to-day life, so be sure 
everyone in your household is on the 
same page.  

Have you established 
your goals?  When you’re ready, 
let’s discuss your needs and wants 
to create a plan that makes sense for 
you. 

Once clear goals are established, 
we can work together to find what 
you’re looking for.  

Still not sure if it’s the right time 
to sell? Get in touch with us to discuss 
your options today. 

What’s happening in 
Rock County?

Meanwhile, those who are curi-
ous about current market condi-
tions may be interested in the local 
market report for February through 
the WestCentral Multiple Listing 
Service.

It indicates that for Rock Coun-
ty:

•Current listings are down 61.5 
percent year to date. 

•Pending sales are up 50 percent
•Closed sales increased at an 

amazing 150 percent.  

•Current days on market have 
increased slightly to 80 days from list 
to sale. 

•The monthly supply of inventory 
continues to remain at historic low 
levels. 

•The median sales price for Rock 
County properties is also up 19.1 per-
cent to $190,500.  

As a benefit this indicates that 
there is greater equity for homeown-
ers while current interest rates remain 
low.

With interest rates increasing, the 
buying power for new buyers entering 
the market may decrease.

How do you know when it’s the right time to put your house on the market? 
Here are a few questions to consider as you make your decision

To sell or not to sell ...

“Preparation is 
key this year 

since the market 
dynamic could 

change quickly.”

Deb Aanenson Jen Rolfs
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   Franken   Franken
ConstructionConstruction

Travis Franken, Travis Franken, Lic #20627458 & InsuredLic #20627458 & Insured
1332 181st, Luverne1332 181st, Luverne
Cell: 507-920-8253Cell: 507-920-8253

REMODELING • NEW ADDITIONS • SIDING
DECKING • WINDOW/DOOR REPLACEMENT

GARAGE DOORS • CONCRETE
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL!!!

Call today for aCall today for a
FREE ESTIMATE.FREE ESTIMATE.

Lori Sorenson photo/0331 HYG luverne lumber group
Luverne Building Center owner Nick Mead (far left) credits employees for the success and sustainability 
of the business through volatile market swings. Building Center staff pictured in the lumber warehouse are 
(from left) Mike Mead, Anitra Overgaard, Terry Hamann, Dan Hanenburg and Darrin Popkes.

By Lori Sorenson
Global markets and supply chain 

issues have affected everything from 
cars and machinery to food and beauty 
products. 

And it’s affecting people’s buying 
decisions and in many cases life plan-
ning.

Nick Mead at Luverne Building 
Center said the home building market 
is among the industries heavy hit by 
price volatility and product availability.

“We’ll bid a project, and in three to 
five days it’s out of date already,” he 
said.

“We’re up front with people, and we 
just let them know the prices on there 
are good pending availability and price 
increases.”

Sometimes prices change “effective 
immediately,” and Mead said the con-
stant changes require extra communi-
cation with suppliers and customers.

“The biggest change for us is the 
extra work it takes to facilitate a proj-
ect. And I think that’s the case for any 
industry; it takes a lot more time to get 
the things it takes to run your busi-
ness,” he said.

“You’ve got certain things priced at 
the time of shipment. If you order it, 
you won’t know what your cost is to get 
it. It just depends on what the market 
bears at that time.”

He said prices of construction 
materials last summer were more than 
double the highest they’ve ever been.

“Lumber and plywood were prob-
ably four to six times what it’s been 
retail,” Mead said. “Traditionally an 
8-foot 2-by-4 might cost you $3. Last 
year at its high, you were seeing any-
where from $11 to $13 on the same 
8-foot 2-by-4.”

He said a 4-by-8 sheet of plywood 

Builders, homeowners complete construction 
projects amid historic market challenges

“I won’t even have a hole in the ground and I’ll have the windows ordered. Window companies are, as 
far as lead times, anywhere from 10 to 26 weeks out, depending on which company and what series 
of window. Some are 52 weeks out. You have to have choices made a lot sooner and you have to plan 

a lot farther ahead than you used to. You can’t rely on things being two to three weeks anymore.”

— Nick Mead, Luverne Building Center, reflecting on supply-chain issues in building industry

Luverne Building Center 
and customers complete 

construction projects with 
planning and patience

Luverne Building Center/see page 4
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920 Commerce Rd • Luverne, MN

507-283-8711
Auto Glass Repaired 

or Replaced?
Free pickup & delivery from home, 

farm or work site.

Kevin Aaker

Andrew Hemme
kevin@luvernebodyshop.com

andrew@luvernebodyshop.com

Kev

Andr
kevin@lu

andrew@

went from $20 to $100 for a half-inch 
sheet.

“I think the biggest thing on the 
lumber side is just shipping — get-
ting the trucks or rail cars into place,” 
Mead said, adding that labor short-
ages and rising fuel prices are also 
contributing to the challenges. 

“It cost them more to get the trees 
out of the forest, it cost more to get 
the trucks to get the trees out of the 
forest, and those guys cutting those 
trees and the guys working at the mill 
are all requiring better benefits and 
better pay. … A lot of hands touch that 
tree before it ever gets to our building 
projects.”

Mead’s business supplies local 
contractors with materials and offers 
computer-aided drawing services for 
building projects. 

“The biggest thing we’re having 
trouble with is windows, and that’s 
related to labor and materials. Garage 
doors are the same,” Mead said. 

“I won’t even have a hole in the 
ground and I’ll have the windows 
ordered. Window companies are, as 
far as lead times, anywhere from 10 
to 26 weeks out, depending on which 
company and what series of window.”

He’s heard of some companies 52 
weeks out. 

“You have to have choices made a 
lot sooner and you have to plan a lot 
farther ahead than you used to,” he 
said. “You can’t rely on things being 
two to three weeks anymore.”

What does this all mean for some-

one considering building a new home?
“I don’t know what to tell people. I 

don’t even want to try to tell them, ‘If 
you wait, the prices might come down.’ 

I don’t want to play that game,” he said. 
“I would say, from where we are now, 
we can only go down. We’re higher now 
than we’ve ever been or ever should be, 
but how did we get to this point in the 
first place.”

Pulling the trigger
When Jordan and Jennifer Siebe-

nahler approached Mead in 2020 about 
building a new home, Mead said he 
advised them to wait.

“That was when prices were going 

up, and I said, ‘You know Jordan, go-
ing into the winter, maybe you want 
to wait ’til spring and let things cool 
down a bit,’” Mead said. 

“But he called me a few days later 
and he said, ‘Nope. We’re going to do 
it.’ … And he outsmarted me, because 
he would have paid way more in the 
spring. He ended up in a lot better 
position than he would have had he 
waited.”

Luverne Building Center: projects today require planning and patience/continued from page 3B

Luverne Building Center/see 6B

Jordan and Jennifer Siebenahler moved into their new home on Rowe Drive east of Luverne in the spring of 2021. When they 
approached Nick Mead at the Luverne Building Center in 2020 about building a new home, Mead advised them to wait. “That was 
when prices were going up, and I said, ‘You know Jordan, going into the winter, maybe you want to wait ’til spring and let things 
cool down a bit,’” Mead said. “But he called me a few days later and he said, ‘Nope. We’re going to do it.’ … And he outsmarted 
me, because he would have paid way more in the spring. He ended up in a lot better position than he would have had he waited.” 
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When Banking Barns opened 
its doors in 2015, the Hills 
business dismantled barns 

and repurposed the decades-old wood 
into various home features meant to 
make a visual statement.

“Ever since we started, the goal of 
our business is, ‘Whatever we put into 
a house, it’s the first thing you look at, 
making a kind of a statement,’” said Jus-
tin Kerkhove-Brandt, who manages the 
business for owner Kris Gagnon.

Fast-forward three years and Banking 
Barns continues to make statements in 
custom-made furniture, with construc-
tion turning toward milling their own 
wood.

In 2021 Banking Banks made 25 cof-
fee and dining room tables. 

Each tabletop and base were designed 
by Kerkhove-Brandt with construction 
assisted by Banking Barns employee 
Tony Thooft and a local metal fabricator.

The result has been one-of-a-kind 
works of art with a wide range of costs.

“The average table leaving my shop is 
$6,000 to $10,000,” Kerkhove-Brandt 
said.

One table, made from rare Claro 
walnut wood from California with a black 
epoxy inlay and the custom bench, was 
priced at $20,000.

“It is really hard to duplicate some-
thing like that, even if you had more 
wood,” he said.

Kerkhove-Brandt’s woodworking 
expertise began 13 years ago as a 14-year-
old student at Hills-Beaver Creek High 
School. 

The basic skills he learned in school 
were further expanded when he worked 
for a local woodworker before attending 
college to be a graphic designer. 

“I didn’t really take a liking to wood-
working until I was through with college,” 
Kerkhove-Brandt admitted. 

“I received a degree in graphic design 
and ended up not liking it as much as I 
thought I would.”

His graphic arts skills are not going to 
waste, however.

“It did give me an idea what to do with 

Kerkhove-Brandt is creative mind behind Banking Barns in Hills
Banking on barnwood ... and old unique trees

“A lot of the time I get free rein on a project and I’m always thinking as I make it if it’s something 
that they will want when I’m done.” — Justin Kerkhove-Brandt, Banking Barns

Photos and text 
by Mavis Fodness

Justin Kerkhove-Brandt is the manager of Banking Barns in Hills and is the creative mastermind 
behind the tables and mantels displayed in the business showroom on Main Street.Banking Barns/continued on page  12B

Bringing you Rock County’s News since 1873Bringing you Rock County’s News since 1873
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Beautify your neighborhood!

1st corner West of Hills, Minnesota   Phone 507-962-3267   
SPRING HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8AM-8PM, SAT. 8AM-5PM, SUN. 1PM-5PM 

WALLY’S NURSERY

We have 
everything 
you need!

LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
 from concept to completion
LAWN RENOVATION
 seeding and sodding
QUALITY NURSERY STOCK
 wide variety of shrubs,trees & evergreens, 
 all northern grown

FLOWER GARDENS
 wide selection of perennials & annuals
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE 
 trees & shrubs, seasonal pruning and maintenance
GARDEN CENTER
 everything for your lawn & garden
PROFESSIONAL PERSONNEL
 school trained and over 45 years in business!

WALLY’S NURSERY

seed, and CRP mixes. 
Its storefront on West Harrison 

Street next to the Eagles Club offers 
lawn and garden fertilizer for sale, 
plus a variety of lawn care retail prod-
ucts and a wide selection of rental 
equipment for indoor and outdoor use.

So far, the new business has taken 
on more than 600 lawn contracts, 
including the Veterans Home, housing 
developments and other large com-
mercial clients.

Mira said they’re ready, but 
they’re bracing for unique market 
circumstances.

“Our challenges this year are the 
cost of goods going up and finding 
employees,” she said. 

“We want to ensure our client base 
that we will provide them with the 
same quality service that they have 
received in the past from Luverne 
Farm Store.”

Young entrepreneurs have
legendary backing

The two couples are young, but 
they have the professional backing of 
the Luverne Farm Store, which mailed 
letters to all its current customers 
encouraging them to remain with the 
new owners. 

In January when Nate and Gary 
Golla formally announced their deci-
sion to sell the Farm Store, they said 
they’re pleased the business will be 
carried on by young, local entrepre-
neurs.

“We’re very excited we have some 
young people who are going to take 
it over,” Nate Golla said. “They have 
similar thoughts on providing high 
quality service, using high quality 
products and really working on their 
customer service.”

The Gollas said in the process of 
selling the family business, they con-
sidered its impact on the community.

“We needed to do what was right 
for our customers and for the area,” 
Nate said. 

“It was important to us that busi-
ness continued with companies that 
shared our common focus and goals. 

And we think we found those people for 
lawn care and for the feed mill.”

Luverne Lawn Care will also benefit 
from the 40-year career experience of 
Mira’s grandpa, Greg Uithoven, who 
started the lawn care service at the 
Luverne Farm Store with Gary Golla. 

“We started out relatively small. I 
think we had 80 yards to start with. 
We’d take a Saturday in the spring, typi-
cally around the 10th of April, and we’d 
take our whole crew (there would be no 
farm customers that day) and do them 
all in a day.”

At the peak of the Farm Store’s lawn 
care business, there were 1,000 con-
tracts. 

“They’ll vary anywhere from 2,000 
square feet to 400,000 square feet to 10 
acres,” he said. 

“And mowing is just part of it. The 
treatments are the biggest part of the 
business.”

Gearing up for spring
So far, nearly 70 percent of 

those Farm Store customers signed 
contracts with the new company, 
which is busy gearing up for spring 
work. 

“We just need a few more work-
ers,” Ross said. 

They need a lead for lawn mow-
ing and they need a tech for fertiliz-
ing and spraying, with some of the 
work being full-time seasonal, part-
time seasonal during the spring 
and summer months.

“We basically need college stu-
dents,” Brittany said.

Ready or not, grass treat-
ments start in a few weeks, and the 
Luverne Lawn Care owners said 
they’re excited to get started.

“I look forward to working with 
the community and serving their 
yards, along with getting into the 
farming community and providing 
them with cover crops and grass 
seed,” Nick said.

Ross said he’s eager to prove 
the new business is up to the chal-
lenge.

“I look forward to working with 
customers on day-to-day opera-
tions and showing our results with 
quality lawn care practices,” he 
said.

Greg said he’s just happy to be 
part of the new venture that’s keep-
ing his old business alive.

“I’m retired. I’m 65 in June, so 
I want to be able to have freedoms,” 
he said. 

“But I felt like these guys – this 
is a business that we put our heart 

and soul into. And we want them to 
be successful. Nate does too. I’m at 
a stage in my life where I can help 
them … until they kick me out.”

He said he looks forward to 
continuing customer relationships 
while also helping his granddaugh-
ter and the new business. 

“When I stepped away … this 
was really important to me, to 
not sit all day. I don’t go to coffee 
shops,” Greg said. “So this will give 
me some years of camaraderie.”

***
Luverne Lawn Care provides 

residential and commercial lawn 
care services in Rock County and 
surrounding communities, includ-
ing Ellsworth, Wilmont, Leota, 
Lismore, Edgerton, Pipestone, St. 
Kilian, Garretson, Brandon, Sioux 
Falls and Harrisburg. 

The list of services specifically 
includes: 

•Residential and commercial 
lawn care.

•Weed control.
•Herbicides, pesticides and 

insecticides.
•Spraying and fertilizing.
•Lawn rolling.
•Sidewalk and driveway Edging.
•Grass seed and CRP seed.
•Various rental equipment.
•Gutter cleaning.
•Snow removal.
The office is located at 306 W. 

Harrison Street in Luverne, and the 
office phone number is 507-449-
6124. The company can also be 
reached through Facebook and at 
info@luvernelawncare.com

Luverne Lawn Care LLC continues tradition of service and excellence/continued from page 1B

The Luverne Lawn Care office is located in the former Mel’s Alignment building at 306 W. Harrison Street in Luverne, and the 
office phone number is 507-449-6124. The company can also be reached through Facebook and at info@luvernelawncare.com
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By George Bonnema
Luverne horticulturalist

I have been a horticulture enthu-
siast all of my 
adult life, both 
ornamental 
horticulture and 
floriculture.  

Whenever a 
new variety is 
introduced, I will 
probably be in 
line to give that 
plant a go and see if it lives up to the 
hype our media gives anything and 
everything new.  

I am not saying that there is a 
problem with the tried and true, but 
neither do I want to miss out on the 
opportunity of adding a great new 
introduction to my landscape.

So, for this informative “lecture” 
I will address the countless number 
of new hydrangea varieties that have 
been introduced in recent years. 

There are three classifications of 
hydrangea shrubs: macrophylla (mop 
head), arborescens (smooth leaf), and 
paniculata (panicle).

Mop head hydrangeas
The mop head hydrangeas in past 

years had not been hardy varieties for 
our Zone 4 climate. Their flowers are 
really magnificent, and colors range 
from white to shades of pink, laven-
der and blue. 

Varieties of this hydrangea pro-
duce blue flowers if grown in acidic 
soil or pink flowers in alkaline soil 

— we have alkaline soil in our area. 
These are also the flowers florists use 
for cut flower arrangements. 

When Endless Summer was 
introduced as the first mop head 
hardy in Zone 4, I was really excited. 

The “endless” part of that name 
referred to the fact that the first ear-
ly blooms of the season would hap-
pen on the previous year’s growth 
followed by flowers on the current 
growth later in the summer, indicat-
ing the plant would have stunning 
color for the entire summer. 

The media hype got people like 
me inspired. So, I planted 14 of 
them (yes, I said I was inspired). 

Well, I had them in the ground 
for nine years, and of those nine 

years, I only had one season where 
the canes survived the winter well 
enough to produce flowers.

Added to the insult was the fact 
that seldom did the current year’s 
growth ever produce flowers. 

Scratch Endless Summer off my 
list. It probably does better in Zone 5 
than in Zone 4.  

Endless Summer was followed by 
Summer Crush, another introduction 
supposedly more reliable than End-
less Summer, but it hasn’t proven to 
be.

(At left) the Endless 
Summer “Bloomstruck”
 Hydrangea is one of the 
most popular hydrangea 
varieties available, and it’s 
no wonder why. 

This plant blooms from early 
summer through Thanksgiv-
ing in most growing regions. 

They thrive in full sun to 
partial shade, making them 
especially versatile. 

They don’t require 
excessive pruning 
to thrive, and they’re able 
to bloom from early summer 
through the late fall.

Bigger, blusher, better
New hydrangea varieties offer more color, longer blooms and sturdier stems

Bonnema offers insight on 
three classifications of 

hydrangea shrubs: 
•macrophylla (mop head) 
•arborescens (smooth leaf) 
•and paniculata (panicle)

“Incrediball” hydrangeas are beloved for 
their stout stems and massive blooms. Bonnema hydrangeas/see page 14

 Call 283-2333 for more details.
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the energy-use-conscious Baus-
tian, who was investigating ways 
to replace his home’s electricity 
needs using green energy.

“I looked at solar panels six 
years ago, but the wattage was 
just not there,” he said.

A retired Air Force IT sup-
port specialist, Baustian’s former 
job with the South Dakota Air 
National Guard involved imple-
menting the latest in military 
technology. He’s seen firsthand 
how fast improvements can hap-
pen.

Improvement in solar panel 
technology is no exception.

He first had to convince his 
wife, Katie, that solar panels at-
tached to the roof of their house 
would be beneficial.

She said her reservations 
included the aesthetic look on 
the roof, the upfront costs and 
whether they would receive their 
investment back.

“I really finally gave in be-
cause Pat had done a lot of 
research over a few years and 
seemed confident in his thought,” 
Katie said. 

Pat began researching solar 
panel systems two years ago 
when technology improved watt-
age levels. After interviewing 
three companies, he selected All 
Energy Solar out of St. Paul to 
install solar panels on his home.

He said he was “very im-
pressed” with All Energy Solar’s 
in-house engineers and the 
professional way the owners con-
ducted their business.

They examined the Baus-
tians’ home electricity usage and 
designed a solar panel system to 
meet the average usage for the 
family of six at 1,300 kilowatts 
per hour.

“The system on the house was 
built during the Covid year when 
all the kids were home,” he said.

The Baustians were empty-
nesters in November when the 
28 solar panels were installed 
on the roofs of their home and 
garage on Estey Street.

All connections from the 
panels to the electrical grid were 
made outside of the home with 
no underground cables necessary 
to connect with the city’s electric-
ity service.

After just months of opera-
tion, the Baustian household is 
already seeing positive results 
from the $50,000 investment.

“So far this month we’ve gener-
ated 893 kilowatts per hour and are 
on track to generate 1,300 kWh for 
March,” he said. “What we are not us-
ing that day goes out to the neighbors 
to use.”

Two meters track the produc-
tion and usage in the Baustian home. 
The usage meter will run backward, 
reducing or eliminating the family’s 
monthly electric bill.

Katie admits she doesn’t love the 
look of the panels on the roof of the 
house and garage but the final prod-
uct is not as bad as she first envi-
sioned. 

She is happy with the power their 
panels are producing.

“Our city bill has gone down about 
$150 a month,” she said. 

“With only the two of us at home 
we aren’t using as much power. This 
summer will be a good trial as our air 
conditioning runs all summer.”

Pat estimates they will recoup 
their investment in eight to 10 years.

“After that the energy is free for 
the next 15 to 17 years,” he said.

The solar panels are expected 
to function for 30 to 35 years. The 
panels and installation come with a 
25-year warranty.

Pat doesn’t expect problems with 
the panels or their efficiency over 
time.

“I am 58 years old now so when I 
am 83-84 years old, these panels will 
still be putting out 92 percent of the 
energy,” he said. 

If the Baustians sell their home, 
the warranty transfers to the next 
owner. 

Baustian’s next green energy in-
vestment would be an electric vehicle.

“Direct usage of solar panels 
doesn’t fit everybody’s home,” he 
said. “With electric vehicles we can 
further decarbonize our atmosphere.”

Baustian solar panels catch rays capture renewable energy from rooftops/continued from page 1B

Solar panels on the roof of Pat and Katie Baustian’s home and 
garage on Estey Street in Luverne are on the south and west 
sides of the rooftops to best capture the sunshine.

One meter records production from the solar panels while 
another meter records the home’s electricity usage. When 
production exceeds usage, the usage meter runs backward, 
lessening the Baustian family’s electricity bill for the month.

To advertise in the Star Herald, 
call 507-283-2333 or email rick@star-herald.com
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Meet the Masters
The Master Gardener Volunteer Program teaches research-based horticulture principles and practices so that everyone 

can grow plants successfully. Rock County is fortunate to have several local Master Gardeners to turn to for advice on vege-
tables, trees, flowers, landscape design and more. The Rock County Star Herald reached out to local Master Gardeners about 

their skills and interests and about reflections on their contributions as local gardening resources.

Meet your Rock County 
Master Gardeners/see page 11B

Lynette Jauert 
is celebrating 25 years 
as a Master Gardener 
this year. 

She serves as a 
mentor for Master 
Gardener interns, co-
ordinates the commu-
nity garden in Luverne 
and serves as the spokesperson for the 
local group.

“I became a Master Gardener because 
I wanted to learn more about flower 
gardening and realized that I have most 
likely killed more plants than most 
people have purchased in their lives,” 
she said. 

“Trust me, 25 years later, I am still 
killing plants, but as a Master Gardener 
I have resources that allow me to bet-
ter figure out why they died and how to 
hopefully prevent it in the future.”

Jauert said the Master Gardener pro-
gram is beneficial in countless ways.

“I have expanded my gardening 
knowledge and now thoroughly enjoy 
growing vegetables, starting my own 
seeds, experimenting with raised beds, 
no till gardening and using cover crops 
in my vegetable plots at the Luverne 
Community Gardens,” she said. 

“I sincerely enjoy the challenge of 
raising large onions, potatoes, a variety 
of peppers and sharing my produce with 
family and friends.” 

Master Gar-
deners are helpful 
resources, but Jau-
ert said gardeners 
don’t need to be 
experts to consider 
joining the pro-
gram. 

“We are a group 
of people who just love to garden and 
learn while volunteering to help the 
community with their gardening.”

Master Gardeners offer research-
based information and encourage 
people to become interested in gar-
dening with events like the Annual 
Plant Sale, the Garden Tour, Com-
munity Education classes, answering 
individual questions and more. 

“I also really enjoy exhibiting at 
the Rock County Fair in the Open 
Class division,” Jauert said. 

“Stay tuned to the Star Herald 
for new and exciting information on 
changes being made to entry times for 
Open Class.” 

Cindy Arends became a Mas-
ter Gardener about eight years ago, 
specializing in vegetables and flowers. 
She serves as secretary for the Rock 
County Master Gardeners and coordi-
nates classes and organizes events.

“I enjoy learning and being of 
assistance in helping others find 

answers to their 
questions,” she 
said. “Gathering 
with others for the 
May Plant Sale is 
fun and is always a 
learning experience, 
as will be this year’s 
June Garden Tour to 
the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum.”

For Arends, becoming a Master 
Gardener came at the right time in her 
life. 

“When I became an empty-nester I 
decided it was time to challenge myself 
to see if I could do online classes and 
become a Master Gardener,” Arends 
said. 

“I always had a lot of questions 
about plants and what was happening 
with my flowers and vegetables, so I 
thought the classes would be helpful.” 

Erin Hamann is a Master Gar-
dener intern focused on vegetable 
gardening, no-till gardening, perennial 
edibles (fruit trees, bushes, vines) and 

native plants.
“I decided to become a Master Gar-

dener because I have been gardening 
for most of my life and wanted to use 
my love of plants, the environment and 
growing food to give back and support 
our community,” Hamann said. 

“I’m enjoying connecting with the 
public and meeting other locals who 
have their own interest or specialties in 
gardening.”

She works part time for Project 
Food Forest and Prairie Ally Outdoor 
Center, the demonstration public food 
forest in Luverne.

“I helped teach a seed starting class 
this spring and it was so rewarding to 
help people learn new skills,” Hamann 
said. “

I think being a Master Gardener 
will help advance the work we are 
doing through workshops and public 
outreach and give me ample opportu-
nity to apply what I learned through 
the program.”

Lynette Jauert Cindy Arends Erin Hamann
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419 E MAIN ST PO BOX 868
LUVERNE MN 56156

ESTENSON COMPANY
LLC

Bill Korth
Auction Service

LICENSED AUCTIONEER

SPECIALIZING 
IN SELLING 
FARM LAND

• Auctioneer
• Real Estate Salesperson

• Licensed Real 
Property Appraiser

HOME: 507-283-4766
Cell: 507-227-4958
710 N. Oakley 
Luverne, MN 56156

The Siebenahlers are now moved 
into their new home on Rowe Drive 
in the housing development east of 
Luverne. They have three children un-
der 4 years old, and Jennifer is operat-
ing a day care center in the lower level 
of the house.

“We got pretty lucky,” Jordan Siebe-
nahler said last week. “The prices were 
starting to go up, so we downsized our 
plans by about 700 square feet.”

By the time they were done, the 
price of their new home increased 
$13,000 despite downsizing. “I said, 
well shoot, we should have just gone 
with the bigger house,” he said. “We 
were going to wait, but when the prices 
started going up again, we decided to 
pull the trigger.”

The Siebenahlers credited Mead 
and the Luverne Building Center for 
helping them stay ahead of supply 
chain issues.

“Nick was really good to work with. 
He helped out tremendously helping 
us get things here on time and helping 
stay ahead of the price jumps,” Siebe-
nahler said. 

“He knew shingles were going up, so 
he helped us get them ordered, and he 
knew garage doors would be delayed, 
so he got those ordered so they’d be 
ready for us.”

While their building costs were high, 
the Siebenahlers were able to finance 
their project with a 2.875-percent mort-
gage rate. 

“We have no regrets,” Siebenahler 
said.

Supply, demand 
and interest rates

Mead said low interest rates are a 
big reason construction is still boom-
ing amid the supply-chain and pricing 
challenges.

“I think where people probably jus-
tify it now is that interest rates are low,” 
he said. 

“Our projects may cost more, but if 
I’m financing it for 15 years, it saves X-
dollars in interest, so that eats up some 
of that difference. So that cushions 
some of that blow of paying more.”

The feds raised interest rates a 
quarter of a percentage point on March 
16. 

“That I think will start affecting 
things. If you raise the interest rates 
and people start backing off on proj-
ects, obviously demand will come down 
and prices are going to come with it. 

It goes hand-in-hand. It’s never just 
one thing, but that’s a huge part of it – 
supply and demand.”

Until supply and demand level off, 
Mead said he expects to remain busy 
with construction projects. “If you 
look at the real estate listings, there’s 
not much available,” he said.

“We still seem to be as busy as 
we’ve always been. We’ve got a lot of 
nice projects going on … I think where 
you see the most change is in the non-
necessity things. … Like maybe I want 
a better-looking front door, but I don’t 
necessarily need a better-looking front 
door. 

“If it’s a ‘want’ versus a need,’ we’re 
seeing people push the brakes a little 
bit. But if it’s something you gotta 
have, it’s no different than buying a 
gallon of milk. You’re not going to 
wait for it.”

Advice to builders
Mead said people have asked for 

his advice ahead of a building project, 
and he recommends patience.

“I would say, ‘If you’re thinking 
about doing something, be patient.’ 
Anymore we’re so Amazon-have-it-
now, and it’s not a reality,” he said.

 “Knowing you have something in 
mind that you want to do – keep in 
mind it will take planning. It takes a 
lot more planning and lot more due 
diligence to make sure you’ve got 
everything that you need and that you 
want in a timely manner.”

He said when he and his dad, 
Mike Mead, bought the business from 
Sam Berghorst over five years ago, 
they would have never imagined these 
sorts of challenges.

“I hope we can look back on this in 
20 years and say, ‘Remember 21 and 
22 how bad those years were?’” Mead 
said.

“Hopefully this doesn’t turn into 
the norm. It’s going to take some time 
to get back to normal, whatever the 
new normal will be.”

He said he’s grateful for the 
Luverne Building Center’s under-
standing customers and for dedicated 
employees — six full-time and one 
part-time. 

“We’re very, very fortunate because 
we’ve got some awesome employees 
and we do our best to treat them well 
and they do a great job for us,” Mead 
said. “We wouldn’t be able to do what 
we do without them.”

USDA Rural Development 
has funding availabile for very 
low- and low-income individuals 
and families seeking to purchase 
or repair a home in a rural area.

The Direct Home Loan pro-
gram offers financing to qualified 
very low- and low-income appli-
cants that are unable to qualify 
for traditional financing. 

No down payment is re-
quired, and the interest rate 
could be as low as one percent 
with a subsidy. 

Applicants must meet in-
come and credit guidelines and 
demonstrate repayment ability. 

The program is available in 
rural communities of generally 
35,000 people or less.

The maximum loan amount 
is $20,000 at a one-percent 
interest rate, repayable for a 
20-year term and can be used 
to improve or modernize homes 
and do essential repairs. 

Grants of up to $7,500 are 
available to homeowners 62 
and older and must be used to 
remove health or safety hazards, 
such as fixing a leaking roof, 
installing indoor plumbing, or 
replacing a furnace.

Time is limited to receive 
funds for the current fiscal year. 

In southwest Minnesota the 

USDA Rural Development Hous-
ing Specialists are located in Mar-
shall and Worthington.

In Marshall:          USDA Rural 
Development; 1424 E. College 
Drive, Suite 500; Marshall, MN 
56258-2090

phone: 507-537-1401 ext. 4
In Worthington: 
1567 McMillan Street, Suite 2; 

Worthington, MN 56187-2801
Phone:507-372-7783 ext. 4
USDA Rural Development 

loans and grants provide assis-
tance that supports infrastructure 
improvements; business develop-
ment; housing; community ser-
vices such as schools, public safety 
and health care; and high-speed 
internet access in rural areas.

For more information, visit 
www.rd.usda.gov/mn.

USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer, and lender.

USDA funding available 
to help low-income 

individuals and families 
buy or repair homes 

No down payment is required, interest 
could be as low as one percent with subsidy

Maximum loan amount 
is $20,000 at a one-per-
cent interest, repayable 
for a 20-year term and 
can be used to improve 
or modernize homes 
and do essential repairs

Luverne Building Center: projects today require 
planning and patience/continued from page 4B

This content 
brought to you 

by the local 
advertisers on 

these pages.
Please patronize 
their businesses 
and keep local 
dollars local.
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WE MAKE SURE YOUR GRASS IS ALWAYS GREENER. Swing into your local C & B to find the John 
Deere lawn equipment, parts, tools and attachments you need for a successful spring season.

GO GREEN THIS SPRING

C & B -LUVERNE
1480 KNISS AVE 
LUVERNE, MN 
(507) 283-4430

C & B - EDGERTON 
1760 16TH STREET 
EDGERTON, MN 
(507) 442-4951

VISIT US AT DEEREQUIPMENT.COM

The University of 
Minnesota Extension 
Master Gardener vol-
unteer program started 
in 1977 with its first 
class of 25 people. 

Since then it has 
grown to include more 
than 2,300 active 
master gardeners who 
share U of M horti-
cultural expertise in 
almost every county of 
the state of Minnesota.

The mission of the 
University of Minne-
sota Extension Master 
Gardener Volunteer 
Program is to use 
research-based horti-
cultural knowledge and practices to deliver educational outreach and project-based efforts that inspire 
change and promote healthy people, healthy communities and a healthy planet.

What guides our work
We are connected to the University of Minnesota, and use evidence-based research and best prac-

tices to inform our community engagement efforts, educational outreach, and horticultural expertise. 
We strive to make scientific knowledge understandable and accessible to all and inspire and encourage 
lifelong learning through continued scientific exploration and discovery.

We are connected to people, and committed to learning, becoming leaders in our communities, and 
contributing to improving lives. We collaborate and work across geographical and organizational bound-
aries to create viable and vibrant results.

We are connected to our communities, and their needs drive the work of our program. We are em-
powered to create change in our communities through educational engagement in alignment with our 
program priorities.

We are connected to our earth, and strive for stewardship and sustainability through horticultural 
best practices and a conscientious approach to volunteer work in alignment with our program priori-
ties. We aim to improve not only the lives of the people within our communities, but also the land which 
sustains us.

Through all, we strive to be accessible and welcoming to all, regardless of what separates us.

We are your neighbors
Meet the Masters — Rock County Master Gardeners reflect on program/continued from page 9B

Laurie Bohlke has been a 
Master Gardener for four years and 
specializes in vegetable gardening. 

She said she became a Master 
Gardener to learn more about veg-
etable gardening and to keep learn-
ing about growing fruit trees. 

“I enjoy being a Master Gardener 
because it’s fun to get together and 
share information with each other no matter what type 
of gardening we are doing.

Cathy Honken is a Master Gardener intern foused 
on perennials and landscape de-
sign. She and her husband, Luverne 
native Ron Honken, moved back to 
the community 1 ½ years ago to be 
closer to family. 

“I’ve completed the Master Gar-
dener program twice before in Indi-
ana and in Tennessee, and since we 

moved back to Minnesota I thought I should go through 
it one more time,” Honken said. 

“I’ve always been interested in gardening and I have 
a degree in landscape design. I have enjoyed working 
with the various PTAs at my son’s schools and helped 
with Earth Day programs and chairing their grounds 
committees. I also designed an outdoor classroom and 
obtained a grant to complete the project.”

Contact the Rock County Extension Office  
at 507-283-1303 

or mnext-rock@umn.edu or on Facebook.

Join the Masters
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wood on the art side,” he said.
Banking Barns used felled trees, bring-

ing the entire trunk back to Hills, where 
the trunks would later be milled into wood 
slabs for live-edge tables, countertops 
or lumber for other one-of-kind home 
features.

The former Around the Clock fitness 
building on Main Street in Hills was re-
modeled into a Banking Barns showroom 
and a workshop, where Kerkhove-Brandt 
creates a finished product or helps do-it-
yourselfers with their own projects.

Equipment at Banking Barns has the 
capability to cut large tree trunks, plane 
the slabs level and sand the slabs smooth.

They’ve banked enough barn wood 
and trees that Kerkhove-Brandt, 27, won’t 
be able to use all the stock in his lifetime.

The large inventory allows Kerkhove-
Brandt to focus on creating furniture 
pieces for sale or assist customers in com-
pleting projects.

Staircases, sliding barn doors, back 
splashes, countertops, a hunting blind, 
and an overhead light fixture for a pool 
table have been projects completed by 
Kerkhove-Brandt recently.

Epoxied projects is where Kerkhove-
Brandt’s artisanship shines. 

“I’ve developed an eye of where to ep-

oxy on tables,” he said. “It’s become kind of a passion.”
He’s able to select a piece of wood, plane it to bring 

out the best finish, and create an epoxied top for the 
finished product.

Posts to the Banking Barns social media site show 
Kerkhove-Brandt taking a project from a plain rectangu-
lar frame to a finished project. He’s seen chiseling, saw-
ing and sanding wood slabs, then positioning the slabs 
within the frame. He mixes colored and/or clear epoxy 
and pours the mixture into the frame.

In some projects, he’s added shell casings, mechanics 
tools and even car parts between the wood slabs. A clear 
epoxy over the materials preserves the objects inside the 
tabletop.

Due to the amount of epoxy products used at Bank-

Banking Barns in Hills makes new creations from old barnwood and felled trees/continued from 5B

Banking Barns/continued on next page

Several tables designed and made by Justin Kerkhove-Brandt 
of Banking Barns in Hills were featured at the Sioux Falls Home 
Show including this epoxied tabletop. The average cost of one 
of his completed tables is $6,000 to $10,000.

Left, Banking Barns employee Tony Thooft sands the epoxy 
drips from the bottom of a current Banking Barns project.
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ing Barns, the business is a distributor 
of Maus products that includes both the 
table top and deep pour products for 
DIYers.

Banking Barns will also mill, grind 
and flatten wood slabs for DIYers.

“We have all the machines to do all 
the work a sawmill does, and we end up 
selling wood work, milling it down for 
individuals or running custom cutting 
jobs,” Kerkhove-Brandt said.

At the recent Sioux Falls Home Show, a more natural-look-
ing spray finish was shown to customers on a finished tabletop.

A spray booth at Banking Barns allows for a faster drying 
time versus poured epoxy finishes. The matte finish look and 
Kerkhove-Brandt’s attention to detail was noticed by customers. 

“Every day after the (March) show, I have had an order,” he 
said. “Not large ones — fireplace mantels are the most common 

— I am surprised with the economy that we are in that there is 
so much building going on,” he said. 

Conference tables and desks have been popular requests 
recently with custom-made metal bases. 

Kerkhove-Brandt works with a local metal fabricator to 
bring the customer’s vision of a decorative metal base to life.

Customers’ responses to Kerkhove-Brandt’s innovations 
have been positive, a good feeling for the woodworker.

“Trying to meet 
your customers’ 
expectations is the 
hardest part of the 
job,” he said. “A lot 
of the time I get free 
rein on a project and 
I’m always thinking 
as I make it if it’s 
something that they 
will want when I’m 
done.”

A positive reac-
tion is what Kerk-
hove-Brandt strives 
to achieve with each 
project. 

“What’s so cool 
is the response you 
get from people — it 
makes it all worth it.”

“What’s so cool is the 
response you get from 

people — it makes 
it all worth it.”

— Justin Kerkhove-Brandt,
Banking Barns in Hills

Banking Barns/
continued from page 12B

In the photograph at the top of the page, a project in the 
making at Banking Barns combines rare Claro walnut with 
black epoxy for a one-of-kind tabletop.

(Center photo) The finished Claro walnut table with 
matching bench is complete with fabricated metal legs. 
Retail cost of the one-of-a-kind set is $20,000.

(Photo at left) Justin Kerkhove-Brandt with Banking Barns 
in Hills sprays on an alternative tabletop finish. The con-
version varnish finish protects the wood from watermarks 
in a durable finish with a fast drying time.
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A couple of years ago, I tried another new 
mop head variety named Bloomstruck, and that 
one made my happy list.  

It’s a compact size and produces blended 
lavender/purple/white flower heads that are 
beautiful and give a long season of color. 

Smooth leaf hydrangeas
The smooth leaf hydrangeas have been 

around forever. They have white flowers that 
age to emerald green and remain on the end of 
the stem for the entire summer.

We recommend cutting them down to 
ground level in early spring, and they come back 
fresh and beautiful every year.  

The one drawback is that they are not well 
mannered; they like to travel. You plant it here 
and it shows up over there, too.  

Anna Belle is the original variety with In-
crediball being the new and improved variety, 
with stronger stems and fuller, larger flower 
heads, but still white flowers.  

A couple of years ago, Invincible Spirit was 
introduced followed by Invincible Mini Mau-
vette.  Both varieties produced pink flowers, but 
Mauvette has shorter and stronger stems. 

The flowers were good, but the color lasted 
for about two – maximum three – weeks, which 
isn’t long enough for me. 

Sundae, Baby Lace, Lavalamp 
Flare, and the list goes on.  

These varieties have proven 
themselves to be worthy in my 
book. Limelight is also sold in 
tree form and as such is excellent 
because of its size and the quality 
and endurance of the flowers.

General hydrangea care
All hydrangea varieties have 

some degree of shade tolerance 
with the smooth leaf varieties be-
ing the most tolerant. 

They prefer uniformly moist 
soil and, because of the size of 
the flower and leaf, if grown 
in full sun, they will often wilt, 
which can affect the lasting qual-
ity of the flowers.

Pruning the smooth leaf 
varieties means cutting to ground 

Panicle hydrangeas
The Zone 4 panicle hydran-

geas were limited to Peegee, 
which was a good variety and 
often pruned to a tree form. Its 
flaw was the flowers were so 
heavy that the stems were not 
strong enough to support them.

Then Lime Light was in-
troduced, and this was a true 
winner. Strong stems with mag-
nificent lime green, cone-shaped 
flower heads that faded to pink 
and finally rose at the end of the 
season. Furthermore, the flow-
ers were persistent through the 
fall and winter, giving the plant 
winter interest for the landscape. 

Lime Light was a large shrub, 
but breeders have worked to 
develop more compact versions: 
Little Lime, Bobo, Strawberry 

level every spring. If you want 
to work with the mop heads, 
you do no spring pruning until 
you see the new growth buds 
developing, then cut back to 
above that live bud, which is 
usually low.  

The tall panicle varieties 
take some discipline to keep 
them in bounds.  Depending on 
the variety, you determine how 
far to cut them back by look-
ing at how much they grew last 
year.  

Remember that you need 
to give them room to grow, so 
if it is the size you want it to be 
before you prune it, look at how 
much new growth there was 
last year and prune accordingly. 

Disciplined pruning is a 
good thing when done correctly.

Incrediball hydrangeas (below, left) are known for their sturdy stems and large blooms, including some that come in 
a “silvery-pink’ color. They bloom every year, even in chilly USDA Zone 3, being native to North America. Above, their 
striking flowers remain attractive through the seasons and they’re popular in landscapes or as cut flowers.

Bonnema shares thoughts on hydrangeas - ‘Incrediball’ and ‘Bloomstruck’/continued from page 7B

“I am not saying that 
there is a problem with 

the tried and true, 
but neither do I want to 

miss out on the 
opportunity of adding a 
great new introduction 

to my landscape.”

— George Bonnema,
Luverne Horticulturalist, 

reflecting on new 
varieties of hydrangeas
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