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Luverne mock trial hosts friends, family ... See page 6

By Lori Sorenson
City officials recently annexed 

8.42 acres of Mound Township 
land into the city of Luverne for 
housing development, and plans 
are in motion to connect those 
four lots to city utilities.

Landowners Alan Schmuck 
and Patrick Widboom had re-
quested the annexation of their 

ground for residential develop-
ment and will be responsible for 
a large share of the cost of the 
improvements.

It will cost an estimated 
$289,000 to connect the four-lot 
subdivision with city water and 
sewer along the north side of the 
lots. 

This will open up 400 acres to 

the north for more land for grav-
ity flow of sewer to the north of 
Luverne and creates a residential 
growth area for the city.

“With any future expansion, 
councils in the future will ap-
preciate that this is teed up for 
them for growth,” said Mayor Pat 
Baustian. “And it does open up 
expansion options.”  

The city has a utility easement 
agreement with Randy Mulder to 
allow for utilities to be installed 
across his property to a potential 
future 13-lot development to the 
north.

The existing site along the 
north side of 131st Street is farm-
land consisting of row crops. Cur-
rently there is no water or sani-

tary sewer service to the property. 
A feasibility report shows that 

the city of Luverne is continuing 
to grow, and as new businesses 
choose the community, hous-
ing needs also increase. The new 
development is advised to keep 
up with demand.

By Lori Sorenson
Reker Construction, Adrian, 

will complete the final phases 
of the Luverne Loop trail after 
submitting the low bid for the 
construction work.

Phase 4 is almost a mile long 
and will connect the existing 
Loop trail from the Highway 75 
Economy Lodge area along Hat-
ting Street to the existing trail that 
dead-ends at the Rock River near 
the Luverne wastewater treatment 
plant area. 

The most recent construction, 
Phase 3A, built the Loop from the 
existing Blue Mound Trail along 
berm of the Rock River near the 
city park and behind Redbird Field 
and southward.

This is the scenic, rural and 
wooded area along the river for-
merly owned by Warren Baker. It 
is enrolled in the permanent con-
servation easement RIM, Reinvest 
in Minnesota.

Phase 3B is .75 miles and will 
bring the trail at the north end of 
the community, around Sanford 
area and east to connect with the 
Blue Mound Trail.

The total cost of the project is 
$806,864, which includes an alter-
nate bid to use concrete instead of 
asphalt.

“It is the opinion of staff and 
engineers that the concrete section 
around the waste water treatment 
area, which is close to the river, 
would have a longer life expec-
tancy and lower long-term mainte-
nance costs compared to asphalt,” 
said City Administrator John Call.

“John Stoffel was very adamant 
about that. … It’s just a better 
product for that area.”

Call said there’s also a creek 
crossing in this area, which is part 
of RIM — a permanent conserva-
tion easement through Reinvest in 
Minnesota.

Luverne approves 2022-23 calendar
By Mavis Fodness

Luverne School Board members approved the 
2022-23 school year calendar during their re-
scheduled meeting Monday night, Feb. 28.

The calendar (like the current school year) 
changes the number of days during key holiday 
breaks.

The 2022-23 school year begins Tuesday, Sept. 
6, and ends Wednesday, May 24, 2023. Gradua-
tion is approved for Sunday, May 28, 2023.

A third day was added to the Thanksgiving 
break (Nov. 23-25) and the number of days off for 
winter break was reduced (Dec. 21-Jan. 3, 2023. 

Presidents Day holiday will be two days (Feb. 
17 and 20, 2023) and Easter break will be three 

days (April 6, 7 and 10, 2023).
Board members discussed six calendar ver-

sions during two work sessions on Feb. 11 and 
prior to the Feb. 28 board meeting before accept-
ing one option at the board meeting.

Luverne Education Association members 
indicated they preferred the 168 student days 
option and one in which the two semesters con-
tained even days (84).

Staff also requested extra time during the 
school year to collaborate with colleagues. Four 
early outs were proposed for staff development.

“My thought would be to try two early outs 

By Mavis Fodness
Hills-Beaver Creek School 

Board members approved the 
2022-23 school calendar at their 
Feb. 28 meeting.

Classes will begin Tuesday, 
Sept. 6, for the 2022-23 school 
year and end Friday, May 26, 
2023.

Graduation is scheduled for 7 
p.m. Friday, May 26.

The newly approved calendar
outlines 10 early dismissals and 
holiday breaks, similar to the cur-
rent school year calendar.

In other business at the 
Feb. 28 meeting, the board ap-
proved spring coaching assign-
ments of Dan Ellingson as golf 
coach with Caleb Ellingson as 
volunteer assistant coach, Rex 
Metzger as track head coach 
with Dalton Bass as assistant 
coach and Darin DeBoer as 
junior high coach.

The board also accepted the 
resignation of Jill Stiefvater as 
special education teacher effec-
tive at the end of the 2021-22 
contract year.

H-BC sets 2022-23 calendar

Luverne school calendar/see page 3

Luverne plans utilities for annexed lots, plans future development

Loop contract/see page 2

Loop work 
to wrap up 
this year
Final leg connects 
path from river to 
Hatting, South 75

Winter Carnival returns!Winter Carnival returns!

For the first time in three years, the Luverne Music Boosters hosted a “live and 
in-person” Winter Carnival Saturday in the Luverne High School classic gym. 
According to Music Boosters president Heather Johnson, crowds were steady 
Saturday night, despite poor weather. She said ticket sales were at $6,500, 
which is similar to pre-pandemic receipts for the event. The carnival is a major 
fundraiser for the booster club. Two years ago there was no carnival due to the 
pandemic, and last year the event took to social media with an online auction.

At left, Katelyn Van Aartsen and her son, Jayce, search for treasures “Under 
the Sea” with students Cam Aukes (left) and Katherine Pizel. Below right, 
Mya Wermonger spins the wheel with student volunteers Caitlin Kindt (left) 
and Morgan Hadler. In lower left photo, Priscilla Muehr paints a butterfly face 
tattoo on Maddy 
Fick. Center, Hunter 
Cook models his 
freshly applied face 
paint mask.
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At left, Zachary Jonas sports 
some oversized balloon head 
gear at the Winter Carnival.

Alenya Sayavong (left) and 
Macie Swenson stand by 
as Otto Lund(far left) plays 
the bucket toss game.

Land annexation/see page 14
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A $130,000 culvert 
(previously bid) will be 
built for the creek.

“So, if you add that on 
to this, and you add the 
engineering, the total cost 
of the project is close to 
$1.1 million, which is actu-
ally very close to the state’s 
estimate,” Call said.

The project has re-
ceived an $839,300 grant 

from the state of Minnesota, 
and the city will match 
30 percent of the project, 
$359,700.

“That’s a 70-30 match, 
so I think the council and 
our citizens can feel very 
good about that,” Call said.

Mayor Pat Baustian 
said there’s interest among 
residents and visitors alike 
in the Loop being complete.

“It will be great to get it 
done. What an attribute for 
our community,” Baustian 
said. 

“I was in Adrian where 
people were asking me 
when it will be done. 
There’s interest in other 
communities in using the 
trail.”

The Loop and the 
Blue Mound Trail to the 

state park offers 13 con-
tiguous miles, which is 
popular among users and 
prompted the Greater 
Minnesota Regional Parks 
and Trails Commission to 
name the Loop a “Regional 
Trail of Significance.”

That designation quali-
fies the local trail for more 
grant funds and other state 
support.

By Mavis Fodness
Retired Luverne 

Community Education 
director Karen Willers 
is still reaping rewards 
from programs she set in 
motion more than three 
decades ago. 

Colleagues honored 
Willers with the 2021 
Minnesota Community 
Education Association 
lifetime achievement 
award during the organi-
zation’s in-person Leader-
ship Days Feb. 17-18 in St. 
Cloud.

The award wasn’t 
given out in 2020, the 
year Willers retired after 
41 years with the Luverne 
School District.

Willers became the 
local community educa-
tion director in 1999 and 
has been instrumental in 
expanding the youth and 
adult enrichment classes 
to what they are now.

Willers told those 
attending the leadership 
conference she spent a lot 
of time writing grants and 
developing programming 
for the school district’s 
early childhood family 
education, school readi-
ness and early learning 
scholarship programs.

“Being a part of devel-
oping these programs not 
only made a better com-
munity to live in, but they 
made me a better person 

— certainly a better parent 
and grandparent. And I 
believe I’m a better com-
munity member because 
of these programs,” she 
said.

She frequently 
worked with surround-
ing community educa-
tion directors, and Anne 
Foley with District 518 in 
Worthington nominated 

Willers for the recogni-
tion. 

“Karen has developed 
active and vibrant con-
nections with a wide 
variety of stakeholders,” 
Foley wrote. 

“She has a fantastic 
and enviable reputation 
for getting things done 
that many people just 
think happen.”

Lisa J. Nath succeed-
ed Willers as the Luverne 
Community Education 
and ECFE director after 
working with her for sev-
eral years. 

“I have learned that 
no two days are the same 
in Community Education 

— it’s challenging at times, 
but there are days that 
bring joy,” Nath said. 

“It’s exciting to work 
with families and advo-
cate for what services we 
can provide to them and 
their children. Every day 
I come to work I want to 
make a difference.”

Photo courtesy of Lisa J. Nath
Karen Willers, former 
Community Education 

director, earned the 
Minnesota Community 
Education Association 
Lifetime Achievement 

Award for 2021.

My last “Know It and 
Grow It” column gave you 
some information about 
how our indoor plants 
respond to the photoperiod 
or lengthening days of early 
spring. After being nearly 
dormant for four months, 
they are eager to start ac-
tive growth.

If you have a plant that 
is getting too tall, now is 
when to do a little pruning 
to get back to where that 
plant will look balanced 
and proportioned.

Often upright-growing 
plants have several stems 
in the container. The most 
effective way to prune them 
and still keep the plant 
looking good is to prune a 
couple of the tallest stems 
back to 8 inches above 
the soil.  These stems will 
develop new growth but in 
the meanwhile, the remain-
ing unpruned stems cover 
these “stumps” until they 
develop new leaves.

The process is repeated 
the next year and depend-
ing on the number of stems, 
probably the following year 
as well.

The neat part of this 
process is that usually each 
stem that is cut comes back 
as two stems in the place of 
the one you cut off, thereby 
giving the plant a much 
fuller look.

If the plant that is 
demanding more space 
than you want to give hap-
pens to be a vining plant, 
you need to take stem tip 
cuttings that are no more 
that 6 inches long. This is 
the most tender growth 
and will root much more 
quickly than older wood. 
Put the cuttings in a vase or 
jar with 3 inches of water 
and keep it in similar light 
to what it has been used to. 

Philodendron, pothos, 
German, Swedish, and Eng-
lish ivy are all candidates for 
this type of propagation. If 
you use a clear glass con-
tainer to root the cuttings, 
you can easily tell when to 
add water and you can also 
see when the roots develop. 

To achieve a full-
looking specimen plant, I 
will usually plant five or 
six cuttings together in the 
same pot. Again, start with 
a fairly small pot, probably 
4 inches wide. As the vines 
begin to grow, you can shift 
up to a 6-inch pot.
       If this propagation 
activity is too overwhelming 
for you, you can just toss 
the old plant and start with 
a new one.
       Active growth means 
active appetite. When there 
is little new growth happen-
ing, the plant isn’t going to 
need much fertilizer. That 
changes when active growth 
resumes in the spring, so 
now is the time to use a 
water-soluble plant food in 
the water once per month.

If a plant isn’t getting 
adequate nutrition, it will 
often drop older leaves in 
an attempt to maintain the 
new growth … it’s called 
survival.

Meetings
Luverne Lions Club will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, 

March 14, in the Pizza Ranch for supper with a guest 
speaker followed by a business meeting. All welcome.

Mobile dental clinics scheduled
Mobile dental clinics will be in Luverne Wednes-

day, April 6 and Thursday, April 7, at the Rock Coun-
ty Health and Human Services community room. 

These clinics provide dental care for adults and 
children ages infant through 100. Call 612-746-1530 
to schedule an appointment. All forms of insurance 
accepted. The clinics are organized by the #Luv1Lu-
vAll initiative, Rock County Oral Health Task Force.

Free food for seniors March 17
A.C.E. of SW MN will offer Nutrition Assistance 

Program for Seniors (NAPS) 60 and older from 2 to 3 
p.m. Thursday, March 17, in a drive-through format 
in the parking lot at 319 E. Lincoln, Luverne. House-
hold income guidelines have changed. Call 283-5064 
for more information. Pre-registration is required.

 
Sanford accepting scholarships

Students in select Sanford Health Network 
locations are invited to apply for a health network 
scholarship. The $2,000 scholarships are for stu-
dents pursuing a post-secondary degree in a health 
care-related field. Each participating Sanford net-
work facility will sponsor one student with a scholar-
ship. Send all questions to educationalassistance@
sanfordhealth.org.

New Life food giveaway at ATLAS 
New Life Celebration Church’s third Thursday 

monthly food giveaway is now at the ATLAS building 
at 101 W. Maple Street in Luverne. The next distribu-
tion is at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, March 17. 

Enter from Maple Street and stay along the 
WEST side of the building. (Do not block the Re-
deemed Remnants parking lot.) Food will be loaded 
into vehicles which will then exit via the alley going 
WEST toward Estey Street. Call 507-283-4366.

‘More than Sad’ set for March 28
Cassie Linkenmeyer of the American Foundation 

for Suicide Prevention will be in Luverne again from 
7 to 8 p.m. Monday, March 28, at Luverne Commu-
nity Education. Parents, educators and students will 
learn how to recognize signs of depression and other 
mental health problems, initiate conversations and 
get help. Register by calling 507-283-4742. Fee is $5.

Free tax preparation at library
AARP volunteers offer free tax preparation for 

low-income individuals and seniors at the Rock 
County Library on Mondays through April 15. Call 
507-449-5040 for appointments. Bring documents, 
including last year’s tax return, and a form of identifi-
cation to document social security number.

Community Ed
Call Cindy at Luverne Community Education, 

507-283-4724, to register for classes. Community 
Ed’s website is www.isd2184.net, select Luverne 
Community Education under schools.

Students in grades K-12 can sign up now for sum-
mer community ed T-ball, baseball or softball 
before March 28. Fees are lower in March and this 
ensures placement on a team.

Register preschoolers for Spanish class (ages 
4 and 5 not yet in school) that begins on March 10.  
Research shows that learning a second language 
improves memory, concentration, listening skills and 
more. Fee is $24.

Participants Grade 5 through adult, will Make 
Your Own Drinking Cup on March 12. Fee is $15.   

 See examples of start to finish design and manu-
facture at Intro to 3D Printing March 14. Fee is $8.

Learn the ins and outs of the Rock County Com-
munity Library at Library 101 on Tuesday, March 
15. Fee is $5

Register for the Refresher Defensive Driving 
class to be held in Edgerton Public School on March 
17 at 5:30 pm.  Fee is $28.  

Children ages 2-5 with parent will enjoy Open 
Gym on March 18. No fee, but registration required.

Kindergarten Round-Up
Luverne Kindergarten Round-Up will be from 

5:30-7 p.m. Thursday, March 24, at the Luverne 
Elementary School. Parents and children will partici-
pate in an informal “meet and greet” open house. A 
staggered schedule is as follows:

•5:30 to 6 p.m. for last names beginning with A-G
•6 to 6:30 for last names beginning with H-M
•6:30 to 7 for N-Z
Children must be 5 years old before Sept. 1, 2022, 

to register for kindergarten. Call the elementary of-
fice at 283-4497 with questions.

Know it 
and grow it

It’s time to feed, 
prune indoor plants

By George Bonnema

Willers gets lifetime 
achievement award

Final leg of Loop to be finished this year/continued from page 1

Phase 4 is almost a mile long and will connect the existing Loop trail from the Highway 75 Economy Lodge area along Hatting 
Street to the existing trail that dead-ends at the Rock River near the Luverne wastewater treatment plant area. 
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prior to Nov. 1 so that any 
staff development could 
be beneficial to the current 
school year and be relevant 
to student success for 
2022-23,” said Superinten-
dent Craig Oftedahl. 

Board members agreed 
to two early out sessions. 
Specific days are yet to be 
determined.

Retirements
At their Feb. 28 meet-

ing, Luverne School Board 
members accepted the re-
tirements of three longtime 
educators.

Theresa Graff, speech/
language pathologist, re-
tires effective June 1.

Jennifer Engesser, 
elementary teacher, retires 
effective June 30.

Elementary teacher 
Sandy Klosterbuer retires 

effective at the end of the 
current school year.

In other business, 
board members:

•hired Anita Cole-Kraty 
as middle-high school para-
professional effective Feb. 
7, Danielle Kneip as middle 
school softball coach, and 
Katelyn Hart as assistant 
track coach.

•approved medical/
maternity leave for Alicia 
Reker, elementary teacher, 
beginning April 11 for the 
remainder of the school 
year, and hired Rylie Hoke-
ness as long-term substi-
tute beginning April 11. 

•approved JJ Olson as 
volunteer softball coach 
and transferred Phil Pa-
quette as ninth-grade base-
ball coach to head baseball 
coach.

By Lori Sorenson
The Minnesota Organi-

zation for Habilitation and 
Rehabilitation (MOHR) or-
ganized a Virtual Disability 
Services Day at the Capitol 
on March 8. 

The rally calls atten-
tion to a workforce crisis 
as the primary cause of the 
extended delays in access to 
employment and other day 
supports for people with 
disabilities.

Adria Benson, co-
director of Rock County 
Opportunities in Luverne, 
participated online.

“Any help in that area 
from legislators, whether 
it be for wage increases or 
retention bonuses, would 
be greatly appreciated,” 
Benson said. 

“The staff here work 
very hard to provide good, 
quality services to the indi-
viduals that we support.

According to MOHR, 
over 3,500 individuals with 
disabilities are on wait-
ing lists to access needed 
employment and day 
enrichment supports, due 
to unprecedented levels of 
staff vacancies.

Benson said the crisis 
hasn’t reached that level 
in Luverne, but hiring is 
always a challenge.

“RCO has been very for-
tunate in this aspect. At the 
beginning of the pandemic, 
we did have to shut down 
and lay off staff,” she said. 

“It was a very slow 
reopening process, and we 
couldn’t bring back more 
clients until we had more 
staff.”

She said there is no lon-
ger a local waiting list for 
services, and RCO is train-
ing another Direct Support 
Professional.

“That will give us the 
ability to allow any clients 
waiting for services to be 
able to attend our pro-
gram,” Benson said. 

“We recognize that this 
is not the case in many 
areas. It has not always 
been easy to find the right 
staff throughout all of this, 
but we have been lucky 
to receive good, quality 
applicants at times we 
needed to add another 
staff member.”

She said wages are 
always an issue in attract-
ing qualified staff. 

“At this time, we pay 
pretty competitively for 
this field, but this field is 
typically an underpaid 
one,” she said.

MOHR is proposing 
adjustments to Minne-
sota’s Disability Waiver 
Rate System to use more 
current economic data to 
update the reimbursement 
rates that service providers 
use to pay their staff and 
provide services. 

A second proposal is 
aimed at short-term steps 
to be taken immediately 
to stabilize the disability 
waiver services workforce. 

Employee scholarship 
grants, child care relief and 
onetime retention pay-
ments for staff are part of 
this proposal.

A third proposal from 
MOHR asks for increased 
access to “Employment 
Exploration” services for 
people with disabilities 
who are interested in com-
petitive, community-based 
work. 

Its aim is to align wage 
data for staff to match 
similar service types. 

More information can 
be found at mohrmn.org.

Final leg of Loop to be finished this year/continued from page 1

By Lori Sorenson
Communities in southwest 

Minnesota are joining forces to 
address labor shortages in several 
affected occupations.

Mayors in the cities of 
Luverne, Pipestone, Worthington, 
Jackson, Marshall, Canby and 
Granite Falls have organized as 
Southwest Minnesota Council of 
Mayors to work on issues affecting 
all their communities.

The labor shortage is on top of 
their list, and they’re proposing a 
pilot program that aims to attract 
and retain workers in southwest 
Minnesota through paid educa-
tion in technical fields.

The targeted occupations 
include carpentry, mechatronics, 
automotive, plumbing, auto tech-
nology, agriculture diesel, electri-
cal, and heating, ventilation and 
air conditioning.

Modeled after “Build South 
Dakota,” the program would 
provide up to $8,000 of tuition 
payments per year for students 
who enroll in a two-year course 
of study at Minnesota West and 
commit to work in one of the 
targeted occupations in southwest 
Minnesota for at least three years.

The students’ tuition is struc-

tured as a three-year forgivable 
loan; each year is forgiven as long 
as the student is living and work-
ing in southwest Minnesota.

The group of mayors is 
requesting $600,000 per year in 
state funding for the five-year pilot 
program for a total request of $3 

RCO joins state lobby 
efforts for better pay

million. These funds would be com-
bined with locally leveraged funds 
of $150,000 each year.

Baustian said the group is 
hoping that the state funding will 
be provided during this legislative 
session.

“We lose nothing if we do noth-
ing, but we have everything to gain 
if we add to our workforce devel-
opment and our trades,” Baustian 
said.

Rep. Rod Hamilton is jacket-
ing the bill in the house, and Sen. 
Bill Weber is doing the same in the 
Senate.

The mayors received the draft 
bill today and will meet with their 
respective legislators Wednesday.

The mayors said they formed 
the group because together they 
represent about 44,000 people, 
which might help them when seek-
ing legislative solutions. 

“Especially as border commu-
nities, we share issues in com-
mon,” Baustian said. “And with our 
workforce, we’ve watched as South 
Dakota and Iowa are drawing our 
kids away from Minnesota. It was 
time to do something.”

They plan to continue to meet 
to address other issues that affect 
southwest Minnesota.

“We lose nothing if we 
do nothing, but we 
have everything to 

gain if we add to our 
workforce develop-

ment and our trades. 
... With our work-

force, we’ve watched 
as South Dakota and 

Iowa are drawing 
our kids away from 
Minnesota. It was 

time to do something.”

— Pat Baustian
Luverne mayor

Mayors propose workforce legislation

Beaver Creek elevator coming down
Larson Crane Services, Worthington, began the arduous task of demolishing the grain elevator in Beaver Creek 
Tuesday morning. The 125-foot-tall wooden elevator hasn’t stored grain for over a decade; it was being used only for its 
office and scale. New Vision put up three new bins — with a total grain storage capacity of 1.1 million bushels — 15 to 
20 years ago. The old elevator will be replaced with a new office and scale in time for harvest this fall.

Photo courtesy of 
Travis Helgeson

Lori Sorenson photo/0310 elevator

Luverne sets 2022-23 calendar/
continued from page 1
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Our 
Esther 
Frakes ar-
rived back 
in Luverne 
last week 
after 
galivanting 
through the 
southern United States with 
her friend Betty.

It sounds like she had 
a grand time, and as such, 
probably didn’t miss us at the 
paper. 

We, however, missed her 
dearly.

Esther is our proofreader, 
which is a humble term for the 
person who makes the news 
department look better than 
we are.

She catches misspelled 
names, misplaced modifiers 
and mistaken assumptions 
resulting from poor math or 
inattention to details.

She counts survivors in 
obituaries. If someone is “lov-
ingly remembered by eight 
children,” eight names had 
better follow in the list. 

If there’s a discrepancy in 
Petersen, Peterson or Peder-
sen, she’ll get to the bottom 
of the intended spelling and 
family relation.

Even though her name 
doesn’t appear in the story 
byline, Esther owns a mistake 
(if one sneaks past her) as if it 
were her own. “I can’t believe 
I missed that,” she’ll say about 
an error that was clearly the 
fault of my own.

And we are deeply grateful 
for her countless contributions 
to our weekly production.

As she combs through the 
news stories, sports briefs and 
submitted columns, she ini-
tials the files to signal they’re 
ready for print.

There are few things more 
satisfying on press day than 
a folder of documents neatly 
labeled “(ef)” next to their file 
names.

When Esther’s in house 
on press day, we feel more at 

On secOnd 
thOught

 By Lori Sorenson, editor

Welcome
home, Esther

A newspaper without a
proofreader is like a tightrope

walker with no safety net

ease, much in the same way a 
tightrope walker feels about a 
safety net. 

We don’t plan to make 
mistakes, but they can and do 
happen, and Esther’s there 
with her trusty red felt-tip 
pen to catch the error before 
it’s published.

As Mavis put it, “Esther’s 
like a warm blanket. It’s 
comforting when she’s there 
for us.”

We are fortunate to have 
smart and capable people on 
the Star Herald office team 
to help us proofread the past 
couple of weeks in Esther’s 
absence. They caught many 
errors we were grateful to 
correct before publishing.

Still, I couldn’t shake the 
feeling that we were engaging 
in risky behavior.

So, dear readers, thank 
you for overlooking errors 
(recent or past) that may 
have found their way into our 
pages.

Despite modern technol-
ogy and autocorrect, the pa-
per is still only as good as the 
humans who operate it, and 
humans are only human.

I’ve said it before, and 
I’ll say it again: This is the 
most humbling job you’ll 
ever find. An error in the Star 
Herald is printed and distrib-
uted in 3,000 paper copies 
and archived for decades of 
future reference. There are 
no do-overs for mistakes in 
newspapers.

… unless Esther finds 
them before they’re printed.

Welcome back, Esther. 
Thanks for making the 

paper better in print and for 
making our office a better 
place in general. 

For What It’s Worth

 By Rick Peterson, general manager

From time to time the Star 
Herald runs a “Thumbs Up, Thumbs 
Down” editorial. Almost all of the 

“thumbs” are based on local issues 
or events. We try to run a balance 
of ups and downs, and I’m guessing 
the “thumbs up” outnumber the 

“thumbs down.”
So, with “thumbs” in mind, I 

thought I would share a few thumbs 
of my own that are life- and product-
related and not necessarily local.

First, “thumbs down” to the 
high cost of cable TV from our local 
providers (whoops, that was local) 
all the while television programing 

has never been worse. To be fair, 
local internet speed and availability 
is better than most. 

For example, I moved here from 
Redwood Falls, Redwood County, 
years ago. There are 87 counties in 
Minnesota, and Redwood County 

ranks 85th in internet availability 
and speed. “Thumbs down” to Red-
wood County.

Back to television, as I search for 
another more cost-friendly alterna-
tive to cable, I never knew there were 
so many options to cable — YouTube 

TV, Netflix, Hulu, Apple TV, fubo, 
sling, AT&T TV and more. 

So you would think this many 
options would garner a “thumbs 
up,” but I’m so darn confused now 
I give this a “thumbs down.”

OK, it’s time to turn those 
“thumbs down” down side up.

“Thumbs up” to Dawn dish soap 
for Dawn foaming hand soap. 

“Thumbs up” to self-check-out 
counters.

Major League Baseball lockout 
deserves a different digit up than 
the thumb.

For the first time I bought a vest 

this winter. I liked the first one so 
much I bought two more and I have 
to give them all a “thumbs up.”

Mary bought herself a pair of 
jeans with a button fly and flared 
bottoms (“bell bottoms”). I have 
no doubt she would give them two 

“thumbs up.”
Finally, “thumbs up” to the 

high school winter sports seasons 
for the Cardinals and Patriots. 

Sure, there were some disap-
pointments as well as successes, 
but there is nothing like taking in 
a high school sporting event. So, 
here’s your “thumbs up.” 

The mental health system in the 
United States is currently in a state 
of crisis. Consider the following:

•In 2019, just prior to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, 19.86 percent 
of adults in the U.S. experienced a 
mental illness, equivalent to nearly 
50 million Americans.

•Suicidal ideation continues to 
increase among adults in the United 
States, with 4.58 percent of adults 
reporting serious thoughts of sui-
cide. This is an increase of 664,000 
people in the past year.

•A growing percentage of youth 
in the United States live with major 
depression. More than 15 percent 
of youth (ages 12-17) experienced 
a major depressive episode in the 
past year, a 1.24-percent increase 
from the prior year.

•Over half of adults with a men-
tal illness do not receive treatment, 
totaling over 27 million adults in 
the U.S. who are going untreated.

•Over 60 percent of youth with 
major depression do not receive any 
mental health treatment.

•Nationally, fewer than 1 in 3 
youth with severe depression re-
ceive consistent mental health care.

•Both adults and youth in the 

U.S. continue to lack adequate in-
surance coverage.

•Rates of substance abuse have 
been increasing for both adults and 
youth, even prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

These are just a few of the 
staggering statistics that indicate 
the mental health system in seri-
ous crisis. 

People with mental health is-
sues are being challenged every 
day as they attempt to navigate the 
current mental health system. 

Many of them are suffering 
needlessly. Add to this the stigma 
and discrimination that society still 
places on people with mental health 
issues and you have a mental health 
system in serious crisis. 

Over the past several decades 
there has been a lot of talk about 

fixing the mental health system, 
but there hasn’t been much in the 
way of action.

We need a mental health system 
that works for everyone. 

I would like to hear your opin-
ions and thoughts on the current 
mental health system and what we 
need to do to correct these issues. 

I may be reached at gottahave-
hope38@gmail.com or by letter to 
559 W. Broadway St; Winona, MN 
55987.

Editor’s note: There are local 
efforts afoot to address mental 
health needs in the community. 
#Luv1LuvAll has a Brain Health 
Committee working to improve 
services and access to services for 
local residents who need them. Fol-
low them on Facebook, Luv1LuvAll.

Our mental health
system is in crisis 

guest editOrial

By Mark Jacobson, Winona Peer Support Specialist

Personal ‘thumbs’ range from cable TV rates to self-check-out counters
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On the recOrd

By Mavis Fodness
Rock County raised 

some of the best-yielding 
crops in the state in 2021, 
according to the recently 
released crop estimates by 
the USDA National Agricul-
tural Statistics Services.

Rock County landed in 
the Top 5 counties for corn 
yield, among the 17 coun-
ties who topped more than 
60 bushels per acre for 
soybeans and was one of 
19 counties that produced 

Dispatch report
Feb. 25
•Complainant on E. 

Lincoln Street reported theft 
by check.

•Complainant on E. 
Church Avenue, Steen, re-
ported threats.

Feb. 26
•Complainant on S. 

Kniss Avenue reported a 
possible gas leak.

•A warrant was issued.
•Complainant on N. 

Prospect Street, Hardwick, 
reported suspicious activity.

Feb. 28
•Assistance with contact 

information to another de-
partment was provided.

•Complainant on 
S. Kniss Avenue and W. 
Fletcher Street reported rail-
road light malfunction.

•Complainant west-
bound on Interstate 90, 
mile marker 12, Luverne, 
reported speeding and reck-
less driving.

•Complainant on S. 
Church Avenue requested to 
speak with a deputy.

March 1
•Complainant reported 

law enforcement issues.
•Complainant on North 

Drive, Sioux Falls, reported 
a subject with Rock County 
warrant.

•Complainant on 11th 
Street, Ellsworth, reported 
subject is harassing mother.

March 2
•Complainant on S. Ce-

dar Street reported two cars 
driving through pasture.

•A civil issue was re-
ported on S. Church Avenue.

•Complainant on Holly 
Boulevard, Brandon, Sioux 
Dakota, requested Rock 
County’s sheriff’s assistance.

•Complainant on E. 
Veterans Drive reported a 
confused elderly person.

March 3
•Complainant on E. 

Main Street reported a 
hazmat spill.

•Complainant reported 
an abandoned vehicle on 
91st Street, east of County 
Road 9.

•Complainant requested 
to speak to an investigator.

•Complainant on S. 
Kniss Avenue reported a 
weapons issue at location.

•Complainant on S. 
Kniss Avenue requested 
personal property retrieval.

•Complainant on High-
way 75 reported a piece of 
wood on shoulder of road.

•Complainant on 171st 
Street reported suspicious 
vehicle at location.

•Immigration in Dal-
las, Texas, requested Rock 
County assistance.

•Complainant east-
bound on Interstate 90, 
reported an erratic driver 
that exited at Luverne.

•Extra patrol on S. Kniss 
Avenue was requested for 
overnight.

In addition, officers re-
sponded to 1 motor vehicle 
accident, 1 deer accident, 1 
escort, 9 ambulance runs, 
5 paper services, 1 animal 
complaint, 1 fingerprint 
request, 15 burn permits, 1 
vehicle impound, 1 back-
ground check, 1 gas drive-
off, 5 drug court tests, 5 
purchase and carry permits, 
2 stalled vehicles, 30 traffic 
stops, 2 abandoned 911 calls, 
2 tests, 1 welfare check and 1 
report of cattle out.

more than 20 tons of corn 
silage per acre in 2021.

Rock County farmers 
harvested 207.9 bushels 
per acre last year, the fifth 
best in the state and up 
from 195.3 bushels per acre 
in 2020.

Waseca County led 
corn yields in the state 
with 213.7 bushels per 
acre. Nineteen counties 
surpassed 200 bushels per 
acre.

The state average for 

2021 was 178 bushels per 
acre. 

In corn production, 
Renville County led the 
state in corn harvested for 
grain with 43.4 million 
bushels.

There were eight coun-
ties that surpassed more 
than 35 million bushels 
produced in 2021. Rock 
County producers harvested 
26.5 million bushels last 
year from the 127,600 acres 
planted for corn production.

In soybeans, local farm-
ers averaged 61.5 bushels 
per acre from 105,100 acres 
reserved for soybean pro-
duction.

The yield average in 
Rock County was up from 
58.3 in 2020 and was 
among 17 counties in the 
state that surpassed 60 
bushels per acre in 2021.

Waseca County led the 
state in soybean yield with 
an average of 67.4 bushels 
per acre. 

In total soybean pro-
duction, Nobles County 
topped the state by harvest-
ing 10.8 million bushels in 
2021. 

Rock County farmers 
harvested 6.4 million bush-
els last year from 105,100 
harvested acres, up from 
5.8 million in 2020. 

Rock County also 
harvested silage from corn 
(24 tons per acre) and was 
among 19 counties in the 
state that yielded more 

than 20 tons per acre last 
year.

Houston County led the 
state in silage production 
with 28 tons per acre har-
vested. The state average in 
2021 was 19 tons per acre.

In total silage produc-
tion, Otter Tail County led 
all Minnesota counties with 
414,000 tons. Rock County 
produced 232,000 tons 
from 9,660 acres planted 
for silage production in 
2021.

Rock County has some of the best yields in Minnesota

Hog producers who sold hogs 
through a spot market sale during the 
COVID-19 pandemic now have until 
April 15, 2022, to submit their ap-
plications for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Spot Market Hog 
Pandemic Program (SMHPP). SMHPP.

The program  is part of US-
DA’s Pandemic Assistance for Produc-
ers initiative, originally had a deadline 
to submit applications by Feb. 25, 
2022.

SMHPP assists hog producers 
who sold hogs through a spot market 
sale from April 16, 2020, through Sept. 
1, 2020, the period during which these 
producers faced the greatest reduction 
in market prices due to the pandemic. 
USDA is offering SMHPP in response 
to a reduction in packer production 
and supply chain issues due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which resulted 
in fewer negotiated hogs being pro-
cured and subsequent lower market 
prices. USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) began accepting applications for 
SMHPP on Dec. 15, 2021.

“In response to stakeholder feed-
back and our analysis of the program 
to date, we will be making adjust-
ments to clarify the definition of a 
spot market sale and to hog eligibil-
ity, while including documentation 
requirements to prevent erroneous 

payments,” said FSA Administrator 
Zach Ducheneaux. “We’ll be announc-
ing those updates soon and want to 
assure hog producers that there will be 
ample time to submit their applications 
for assistance.”  

Applying for assistance
Eligible hog producers can apply 

for SMHPP by completing the FSA-940, 
Spot Market Hog Pandemic Program 
application. Visit farmers.gov/smhpp 
to learn more.

Applications can be submitted to 
the FSA office at any USDA Service 
Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand 
delivery or via electronic means. To 
find their local FSA office, producers 
can visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

Hog producers can also call 877-
508-8364 to speak directly with a 
USDA employee ready to offer assis-
tance.

Service Center staff continue to 
work with agricultural producers via 
phone, email, and other digital tools. 
Because of the pandemic, some USDA 
Service Centers are open to limited 
visitors. Contact your Service Center to 
set up an in-person or phone appoint-
ment. Additionally, more information 
related to USDA’s response and relief 
for producers can be found at farmers.
gov/coronavirus.

USDA extends deadline for Spot 
Market Hog Pandemic Program
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RemembeR When

10 years ago (2012)
•Geronimo Wind representatives told Rock County Com-

missioners Tuesday that May 1 is the targeted start date for 
pouring concrete pads for the 119 wind towers north and west 
of Luverne.

Pad construction will continue through June. Beginning 
in August, the towers will be set up at a rate of 10 per week. …

Geronimo will remove the meteorological towers when 
they are no longer needed.

25 years ago (1997)
•Before they’ve even broken ground, planners of the Mary 

Jane Brown Congregate Living Apartments have found ways 
to improve the project, creating a challenge for fund-raisers.

New plans will include a recreation room and library for 
an extra $25,000. Transportation is a current amenity offered 
to tenants of the facility, but the 1980 bus/van currently used 
by MJB will soon need to be replaced. Another $25,000 is 
needed to cover costs for the $45,000 vehicle.

For these reasons, MJB is hoisting its goal from $100,000 

to the new goal of $150,000 needed for equity to secure a loan.

50 years ago (1972)
•A proposal to call for bids to furnish a site and operate 

a county sanitary landfill for refuse disposal was adopted by 
the Rock County Board of Commissioners Monday.

The decision was made after about four hours of their 
monthly meeting was spent discussing various aspects of the 
Pollution Control Agency’s requirement that counties comply 
with PCA refuse disposal regulations by July 1, 1972.

Interest has been shown by private individuals in provid-
ing both the site and the maintenance of it, and this interest 
prompted the board to call for bids which will be opened on 
March. 22.

75 years ago (1947)
•A crowd estimated at over 2,000 persons attended the 

Luverne Civic and Commerce Association’s “Good Neighbor 
Party” here Monday night.

According to the lunch committee, about 4,000 dough-

nuts and nearly 100 gallons of coffee were served at the huge 
gathering, which filled the armory almost to overflowing.

Curly Boyd and his Dakota Cowboys presented a stage 
show of about 1½ hours duration, after which free lunch was 
served. An evening of dancing, featuring both old and new 
time music, concluded the evening’s free entertainment.

100 years ago (1922)
•After an absence of several months from Luverne the-

atres, Madge Kennedy will make her appearance again at the 
Palace theatre tomorrow night in the Goldwyn feature, “The 
Highest Bidder.”

Based on a story by Maximilian Foster, “The Highest 
Bidder” deals with the complications which ensue when 
marriage a la mode and marriage of a tender sort come into 
conflict. Miss Kennedy plays the part of a girl who has bound 
herself to “marry for money,” as the saying goes. Fortunately, 
or unfortunately, she meets Henry Lester, a millionaire, who 
has long been convinced that women are only after his wealth, 
and not his heart.

GeneRations menu

Monday, March 
14: Chicken chow mein 
with brown rice, Oriental 
vegetables, mandarin 
oranges, pudding with 
whipped topping.

Activities: A.C.E. of 
SW MN-Rock Co.: 8:30 
a.m. Quilters.

Tuesday, March 
15: Spaghetti with meat 
sauce, green beans, pine-
apple, Texas toast, cookie.

Activities: 12:30 
p.m. Bingo; 12:30 p.m. 
Pinochle.

Wednesday, 
March 16: Creamy 
chicken, mashed pota-
toes, peas and carrots, 
biscuit, warm fruit crisp.

Half-Price Day spon-
sored by Security Savings 
Bank.

Thursday, March 
17—Happy St. Pat-
rick’s Day: Pork loin, 
candied yams, broccoli, 
bread, dessert.

Activities: 1 p.m. 
Lutheran Social Services 
frozen meal distribution.

Friday, March 
18: Meat loaf, butternut 
squash, stewed tomatoes, 
bread, cake.

LSS Dining offers 
well-balanced and af-
fordable meals in a com-
munity atmosphere.

Call Lynette Hoiland 
at 283-9846 to arrange 
to pick up a dinner or for 
home-delivered meals.

Gift certificates are 
available at the meal site 
or online at www.lssmn.
org/nutrition.

PeoPle in the neWs

Luverne’s Gordon 
Mulder is serving a term 
as Lions 5M3 district 
governor, which started 
on July 1, 2021, and 
continues until June 30, 
2022.  

The district includes 
the 13 southwest Min-
nesota counties with 
35 clubs and 1,036 
members. As governor, 
Mulder is expected to 
visit each club, bringing 
the Lions International 
President’s message of 

“Service from the heart. 
Kindness matters.” 

Mulder said his own 
personal motto for this 
Lions’ year is “Rock your 
world with service and 
kindness.” He said, “The 
backdrop on my pin is 
a picture of the Blue 
Mounds quarry.” 

Mulder said the Li-
ons have a district-wide 
project of tying fleece 
blankets, which will be 
donated to the Sanford 
castle this spring.  

One of the main proj-

ects of the Lions Club is 
fulfilling the challenge 
of Hellen Keller to be 

“Knights of the blind,” so 
that is the reason for the 

“leader dog” project.  
“Also, since diabetes 

is the leading cause of 
onset blindness, there 
is much money given to 
UMN toward the treat-
ment and cure of diabe-
tes,” Mulder said. 

“We also help send lo-
cal kids with Type 1 dia-
betes to summer camp.”

The main projects of 
Lions include leader dog, 
diabetes, eye problems, 
cornea replacement, 
hearing issues, children’s 
camps, childhood cancer 
treatment and the Lions 
Club International Foun-
dation, which provides 
care after natural disas-
ters worldwide.

At the district con-
vention last weekend, 
Don Kuehl from Jackson 
was chosen to be the 
district governor for next 
year. 

Gordon Mulder serves as
Lions district governor

business neWs

For the 14th consecu-
tive year, Buffalo Ridge 
Insurance achieved the 
prestigious status in the 
Midwest Family Mutual 
Insurance Company’s 
President’s Club.

The achievement rec-
ognizes outstanding con-
tinued service to custom-

ers and community and 
superior performance.

Buffalo Ridge Insur-
ance employees include 
Marilyn Bloemendaal, 
Cory Bloemendaal, Steve 
Smedsrud, Pam Haak-
enson, Lori Gruis, Dawn 
Trendt, Ashley Monier 
and Sadie Steen.

Buffalo Ridge Insurance 
named to President’s Club

By Mavis Fodness
The Luverne mock trial team com-

pleted a practice dual Feb. 28 in front 
of friends and family in the middle-
high school media center.

No scores were kept during the 
two-hour contest between the pros-
ecution and defense teams. The event 
comes after the team missed qualifying 
for the state contest last weekend.

“It was a close contest — it could 
have gone either way,” said attorney 
coach Jeff Haubrich. “It was hard to 
accept the results and be knocked out 

of the state competition, effectively 
ending the streak.”

Luverne lost to Winona Cotter on 
Feb. 17 in the last round of the 2022 
season to determine who would repre-
sent Region 4 at the state tournament. 
While Luverne’s prosecution was 
awarded more points based on their 
performance, it was the judges’ 2-1 
vote who gave Winona Cotter the win 
and the trip to the state tournament.

Luverne has qualified for the state 
tournament every year since 2014.

The in-person performance in 

front of friends and family Feb. 28 
allowed students to remember and 
for some students to experience how 
much more fun mock trial is when 
performed in-person, instead of 
virtually as all of the 2022 season was 
conducted.

Next year the participants look to 
begin the winning streak again.

“We couldn’t be more proud,” said 
senior Luke Thorson. “Half of our law-
yers competed for the very first time 

LHS mock trial team’s state
appearance streak stops at seven

Mavis Fodness photos/0303 LHS Mock Trial Final 2022
Members of the 2022 Luverne High School mock trial team included (front row, left) Roselynn Hartshorn, Cassi Chesley, Chance 
Tunnissen, Griffen Jarchow, Ross Bergman, Brynn Boyenga, (back) Xavier McKenzie, Adam Ask, Leif Ingebretsen, Keaton 
Ahrendt, Eli McLendon, Jadyn Hart, Zander Carbonneau, Parker Carbonneau, Luke Thorson and Ella Lanoue.

Mock trial, continued on page 7 

Senior Chance Tunnissen delivers the prosecution team’s closing statement Feb. 28 during the Luverne High School mock trial 
team’s demonstration of this year’s case, State of Minnesota versus Blair Taylor, at a friends and family event in the middle-
high school media center. Below: Defense team members (from left) are Brynn Boyenga, Griffen Jarchow and Ross Bergman.

Bailiff Eli McLendon swears in defense witness 
Ella Lanoue at the Feb. 28 friends and family 
event for the mock trial team.
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Obituaries

Audrey Opitz, 91, Luverne, 
died Friday, March 
4, 2022, at Sanford 
Hospice Cottage in 
Luverne.

Audrey Hills 
was born on March 
2, 1931, to Ora and 
Hazel (Doschadis) 
Hills in Beardsley. 
As a child, Audrey 
babysat for neigh-
bor children. She later worked 
as a waitress in Beardsley and 
at Rogers Dairy in Watertown, 
South Dakota.

Audrey married Elwood 
Opitz on July 26, 1949, at 
St. Peter Catholic Church 
in Sisseton, South Dakota. 
In 1951 the couple moved 
to Watertown. In 1960 the 
family moved to Luverne. Au-
drey worked at Ben’s Bakery 
in Luverne and at the high 
school as a cook. She was 
also a housekeeper/cook at 
St. Catherine parsonage and 
spent many years caring for 
her children and grandchil-
dren.

Audrey was a member 
of St. Catherine Catholic 
Church in Luverne, the Par-
ish Prayer Chain and the 
WCCW. She was a member of 
Al-Anon and a charter mem-
ber of Luverne Al-Anon. She 
enjoyed embroidery, rosary, 
baking and coffee with close 
friends.

Audrey is survived by sev-
en children, Connie (Marty) 
Manley of Mankato, Vickie 
Kramer of Worthington, 
Cindy (Marlo) Van Dorsten 
of Walnut Grove, Carrie 
(Mike) Zebedee of Fairmont, 

Mary (Jason Sandmann) 
Opitz of Mankato, 
Mark (Annie) Opitz 
of Luverne and Laura 
(Doug) Loosbrock of 
Lismore; 14 grand-
children; 12 great-
grandchildren; sib-
lings Arlene Deutsch, 
Mary Ewert, Virginia 
Henessey, Patricia 
(John) Stoick, Lin-

da Sibson, Carol (Dean) 
Palmer,  Larry Hills, Bonnie 
(Jerry) Hendricks; brother-
in-law Dale Sykora; and 
sister-in-law Jennie Hills.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; her 
husband, Elwood, on Dec. 
5, 2010; great-grandson 
Hayden Benson; siblings 
Donald (Sally) Hills, Dorothy 
(Robert) O’Leary, Robert 
Hills, Joyce (Ronald) Bo-
genreif, John (Doralie) Hills, 
Kathleen Sykora, Kenneth 
(Bitsy) Hills; and brothers-
in-law Willie Deutch, Willie 
Ewert and Jim Henessey.

Mass of Christian burial 
was Wednesday, March 9, at 
St. Catherine Catholic Church 
in Luverne. Burial was in the 
St. Catherine Catholic Cem-
etery in Luverne.

Donations are preferred 
to Luverne Hospice or St. 
Catherine Catholic Church in 
Luverne. Condolences may be 
sent to the family of Audrey 
Opitz at 180 W. 4th Street, 
Lismore, MN  56155.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Dingmann Funeral 
Home of Luverne, dingman-
nandsons.com.

 (0310 F)
 

Audrey Opitz

Jacob M. Schelhaas, 87, 
Jasper, formerly of 
Woodstock, died 
Wednesday, March 3, 
2022, at the Sanford 
Luverne Hospice 
Cottage in Luverne.

A  m e m o r i a l 
gathering of fam-
ily and friends will 
be from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, March 26, 
followed by a Celebration of 
Life service at 4 p.m., all at 
the Woodstock Community 
Church in Woodstock.

Jacob Schelhaas was 
born on Oct. 28, 1934, to John 
and Lena (Van Roekel) Schel-
haas in Murray County. Jake 
learned how to work hard at 
a very young age and after 
completing his education 
through the eighth grade, he 
began working. He had a love 
for animals and treated the 
livestock he was entrusted 
to care for with great pride.

In 1955 Jake enlisted 
in the Army and served for 
three years. After being 
honorably discharged, he 
met Gladys Wassenaar one 
Sunday night at the Steen 
Reformed Church. They were 
married at that same church 
on Sept. 30, 1960, and lived 
in Woodstock.

Jake was a faithful mem-
ber of the American Re-
formed Church in Woodstock 
until he and Gladys retired 
and moved to Jasper. They 
became members of the 
Jasper Methodist Church at 

that time. They lived together 
until Jake entered 
Hospice.

Jake wore many 
titles through the 
years but the one 
he was most proud 
of was grandpa.  He 
wore his Luverne 
Cardinal apparel 
with great pride.

Jacob is sur-
vived by his wife, Gladys; 
three children: son Brian 
(Barb) Schelhaas – Alec 
(Ashley Caldwell); son Lowell 
(Hope) Schelhaas – Nicole 
and Jenna; and daughter 
Lynette (Rick) Ossefoort – 
Chessa (Orrie) Frahm and 
Adam (Racheal) Ossefoort;
sister-in-law Betty (Jerry) 
Ackermann, Bonnie (Dave) 
Shelton, Nelva (Ron) Behr; 
brother-in-law Gary Post-
huma; sister-in-law Beverly 
Wassenaar; nieces, nephews, 
and other family and friends.

Jake was preceded in 
death by his parents; parents-
in-law William and Grace 
Wassenaar; daughter-in-law 
LeAnn; siblings and spouses, 
Carolyn and Henry DeGroot, 
Laura and Gerrit Posthuma, 
Nelvin and Geneva Schelhaas, 
Janice Posthuma, and an 
infant brother; brother-in-
law Gerrit Wassenaar; and 
sister-in-law Bev Wassenaar.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Hartquist Funeral 
Home of Luverne, hartquist-
funeral.com.

(0310 F)
 

Jacob Schelhaas

Bits By Betty

By Betty Mann, president
Rock County Historical Society 

The following appeared 
in The Rock County Herald 
on May 23, 1902.

Luverne Was
Victorious

At the Inter-Scholastic 
Athletic Meet

The Luverne High 
School Team Captured 

Everything Worth 
Having and for the 

First Time Wrested the 
Championship from 

Marshall—Special 
Credit for the Victory 
Due to Hyke and Hu-

lett—Royal Reception 
for the Victors.

Luverne’s High school 
team returned from the 4th 
annual field meet of the 
Inter-Scholastic Athletic 
League of Southwestern Min-
nesota “covered all over with 
glory.” They won first place 
in the meet and captured the 
championship, which, for the 
first time in the history of the 
association was taken from 
Marshall. The record was 
38 points for Luverne, 25 of 
which were won by Ray Hyke 
a 13 by Dwight Hulett, against 
20 for Marshall, 20 for Red-
wood Falls, 18 for Tracy, 10 
for Pipestone and 1 for Sleepy 
Eye. Among the trophies of 
their victory was the banner 
offered by Prof. Rae, of the 
Marshall business college. 
The notable features of this 

year’s meet were the splendid 
achievements of Ray Hyke 
and Dwight Hulett shown in 
the subjoined record. Lynn 
Gillham officiated as judge. 
The events and the results 
were as follows:

50 yd dash,  Hyke, 
Luverne, 1st. 5 4-5 sec.

12 lb. shot put, King, Red-
wood, 1st; Morton, Pipestone, 
3rd. 37 feet.

100 yd. dash, Hyke, 
Luverne, 1st. time 10 2-5.

Half mile run, Hulett, 
Luverne, 1st. time 2:12.

Running broad jump, 
Hyke, Luverne, 1st. 19 feet, 9 
inches.

220 yd. dash, Young 
Pipestone, 1st. 2 54-5 sec.

Pole vault, Knox and 
King, Redwood, tie, 1st. Ger-
main, Pipestone, 2nd. 9 feet.

Half mile walk. Persons, 
Marshall, 1st. 3:42.

Hammer throw, Butson, 
Marshall, 1st. 107 feet, 3 
inches.

Running high jump, 

Hyke, Luverne, 1st. 5 feet 4 
inches.

440 yd. dash, Hulett, 
Luverne, 1st Young, Pipestone, 
2nd. 59 2-5 sec.

Hop, skip and jump, 
Hyke, Luverne, 1st. 40 feet 
9 inches.

The boys left Marshall at 
3:34 Saturday afternoon by 
way of the Great Northern, 
and arrived at Luverne on 
the Burlington freight about 
8 o’clock in the evening. They 
went directly to the high 
school building where they 
were met by members of the 
class and were honored with 
a royal reception. Refresh-
ments were served under the 
direction of the girls of the 
High school class, and a very 
fine musical program was 
presented in the main hall 
on the second floor. There 
was, of course, great rejoic-
ing among the members of 
the class, and the victors who 
had so successfully repre-
sented Luverne received in 

full measure the honors to 
which they were so justly en-
titled. The boys are certainly 
deserving of great credit for 
their splendid victory, and 
all our people will unite with 
the numbers of their class in 
giving them unstinted praise 
for Luverne’s share in the 
honors of their success.

Our boys were very hand-
somely entertained by the 
citizens of Marshall, and are 
enthusiastic in their praise 
of the Marshall High School 
class for their hospitality. A 
grand reception was given 
for them at the High school 
auditorium Friday evening, 
and a class play in three acts 
was presented. Other enter-
tainments and social events 
served to make their stay in 
Marshall a very pleasant one.

The old officers of the 
association were re-elected, 
and Marshall was selected 
as the place of the next meet.

Further particulars are 
given by our High School re-
porters in their school notes.
 

Donations to the Rock 
County Historical Society 
can be sent to the Rock 
County Historical Society, 
312 E. Main Street, Luverne, 
MN 56156.

Mann welcomes cor-
respondence sent to man-
nmade@iw.net.

1902: Luverne wins inter-scholastic athletic meet

this year. We beat St. Peter, 
the No. 1 seed (in Round 4), 
and we did it with a rela-
tively young team.”

Adviser Jason Berg-
horst said the team’s upper 
classmen (not himself) lead 
the mock trial practices and 
work together to form the 
most effective six-person 
defense and prosecution 
teams. They learn the pro-

cedures that mimic those 
used in the courtroom from 
each other. 

“These seniors started as 
time keepers and bailiffs for 
a year or two before step-
ping up as attorneys and 
witnesses,” Berghorst said. 

“They handled the breaking 
of the trend well.” 

Luverne finished the 
2022 season with a win-loss 

record of 4-1. 
The seniors Luke Thor-

son, Griffen Jarchow and 
Chance Tunnissen leave 
the team in the hands of 
current juniors Ross Berg-
man, Ella Lanoue, Jadyn 
Hart, Parker Carbonneau, 
sophomores Brynn Boy-
enga, Roselynn Hartshorn, 
Cassi Chesley, freshmen 
Adam Ask, Eli McLendon, 

Leif Ingebretsen, Xavier 
McKenzie, Keaton Ahrendt 
and eighth-grader Zander 
Carbonneau. 

This year’s trial was 
a “theft by swindle” case, 
state of Minnesota versus 
Taylor Blair. The Minne-
sota Bar Association, who 
organizes the mock trial 
competitions, will release 
the 2023 case in October.

Mock trial/continued from page 6

Luverne Middle School students spent last week participating in the Winter 
Olympics 2022, which included the scooter luge, scooter curling, bean bags 
and figure skating. Individual and grade medals were given out to the sixth- 
through eighth-grade students. The seventh grade class earned the most 
medals with five. Above: Seventh-grader AJ Foote participates in interpretive 
ice skating for audience members. Left: Sixth-grader Rylin Goembel (far right) 
celebrates his gold medal win in figure skating. AJ Foote (center) earned silver 
and Hannah Wieneke earned the bronze.  

Images by CD

Luverne middle schoolers 
compete in winter olympics 
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By Jason Berghorst
For the Star Herald

The Luverne High School girls’ 
basketball team saw its record-
breaking season come to an end 
Friday night in Worthington. 

The No. 2-seeded Fairmont 
Cardinals defeated the No. 1-seeded 
Luverne Cardinals 53-42 in the Sec-
tion 3AA-South sub-section cham-
pionship game. 

Luverne, which ended the sea-
son 23-5, set a new school record 
for number of wins in girls’ bas-
ketball with 23. The team also was 
undefeated in the section during 
the regular season. 

Fairmont jumped out to a 
quick lead at the start of the game, 
building a 7-0 lead in less than the 
first three minutes of play before 
Luverne’s Kira John scored the 
Cardinals’ first two points. 

The Fairmont lead grew to 
as much as 26-6 with about six 
minutes left in the first half before 
Luverne began to catch its breath 
and turn things around.

“Fairmont came out and 
punched us in the mouth,” said 
LHS head coach TJ Newgard. 

“We played shell-shocked for a 
majority of the first half but showed 
some life before halftime.”

Fairmont took a 31-15 lead into 
the locker room at the half. 

“In the second half we started 
to execute our game plan a little 
better, and we were able to get the 
easy looks we thought we could get,” 
Newgard said. 

Luverne continued to chip away 
at the Fairmont lead until LHS got 
to within six at 46-40 with about 
four minutes left in the game. 

“The girls showed a lot of grit 
and fight climbing back from a 
20-point deficit to give ourselves a 
chance,” the LHS coach said.

“Getting it to a two-possession 
game with the ball, I thought we 
had a chance, but we were unable 
to convert.”

Fairmont went on to score 
seven additional points while 
Luverne added just two in the final 
four minutes. 

While LHS outscored FHS 
27-22 in the second half, it wasn’t 
enough to overcome the large defi-
cit from the first half. 

“We had far too many costly 
turnovers, missed box outs, missed 
free throws and missed layups to 
win at this point in the season,” 
Newgard said. “We have to come 

ready to play and avoid getting 
into such a big hole.”

He gave his girls credit for 
their efforts.

“Basketball is the hardest sport 
to win a section title in; you have 
to win a 16-team tournament,” 
Newgard said. 

“I’m proud of everything this 
group was able to accomplish this 
season, and I refuse to let one 
performance define them as a 
team. It’s hard to win games. It is 
really hard.”

Elizabeth Wagner led the of-
fense for Luverne with 21 points 
and 14 rebounds. Christina Wag-
ner tallied 11 points.

It was also the final game as 
Cardinals for seniors Brooklynn 
Ver Steeg and Madee Schmuck. 

“Brooklynn and Madee were 
the epitome of what a team 
needs in its seniors,” Newgard 
said. “They are both selfless and 
just great kids. We will sure miss 
having them around next year, but 
I am thankful for everything they 
have given to the program.” 

Box Score:
C. Wagner 3 1 2-4 11, Beyer 0 0 2-4 2, 
Ver Steeg 1 0 0-0 2, Sehr 0 0 2-2 2, E. 
Wagner 8 0 5-10 21, John 2 0 0-0 4

Team Stats:

Luverne: 15 of 37 (41 percent), 11 of 20 
free throws (55 percent), 26 rebounds, 
17 turnovers
Fairmont: 17 of 37 (46 percent), 14 of 23 
free throws (61 percent), 27 rebounds, 
12 turnovers

Patriot 
girls’

season 
comes to 
an end

By Dalton Bass
for the Star Herald

The Lady Pates 
fought hard all the way 
to the finish, but their 
first half deficit was too 
much to overcome Tues-
day night, March 1, in 
Worthington where they 
lost to Southwest Chris-
tian 75-43. 

The E-gals built an 
early double-digit lead, 
but the Patriots were able 
to keep it within striking 
distance for most of the 
first half. 

With about four min-
utes remaining in the first 
half, things got away from 
the Patriots as they found 
themselves trailing 43-18 
headed into the break.

The second half went 
better for the Patriots, 
but their season came 
to an end with a 75-43 
defeat.

Senior Kenadie Fick 
had 13 points and six 
steals for the Patriots 
while MacKenzie Voss 
added 10 points and sev-
en rebounds. Sam Moser 
also contributed for the 
Lady Pates with six points 
while Layla Deelstra had 
five steals.

The Patriots end the 
season with a 13-13 over-
all record and a second-
place finish in the Red 
Rock Conference.

Box score:
Fick 2 2 3-4 13, Rauk 1 0 0-0 
2, L Deelstra 1 0 1-4 3, Voss 
4 0 2-2 10, Bork 0 0 0-0 0, 
Steinhoff 0 0 0-1 0, Anderson 
0 0 0-0 0, O Deelstra 1 0 1-2 
3, Elbers 2 0 0-0 4, Moser 3 
0 0-0 6, Spykerboer 0 0 0-0 
0, Harris 0 0 0-0 0, E Deelstra 
0 0 0-0 0

Team stats:
H-BC: 17 of 52 (33 percent), 
7 for 13 free throws (54 
percent), 30 rebounds, 27 
turnovers
SWC: 28 of 58 (48 percent), 
10 for 16 free throws (63 
percent), 33 rebounds, 20 
turnovers

Cardinal girls fall in sub-section
championship game against Fairmont

Images by CD for the Star Herald
Elizabeth Wagner goes for the basket against Fairmont Friday night for the Section 3AA sub-section championship 
in Worthington. No. 1-seeded Luverne saw their record-breaking season end against No. 2-seeded Fairmont.

Luverne senior Brooklynn Ver Steeg aims for the basket Friday night against 
the Fairmont Cardinals. Luverne lost to the Cardinals 53-42.

Ripka competes at state wrestling meet Patriot boys fall
short against TMB
By Dalton Bass
For the Star Herald

The Patriots’ season came to an end after a 
well-fought battle with Tracy-Milroy-Balaton Satur-
day afternoon in Worthington. 

The No. 6-seed Patriots took a lead right from 
the beginning, thanks to a three-pointer by senior 
Liam Raymon on the first possession. 

Seniors Ty Bundesen and Cole Baker each 
added a three of their own as the Patriots opened 
up a 14-4 lead. 

They maintained the lead all the way through to 
the end of the first half, going into the locker room 
with a 32-30 advantage.

The Panthers, however, opened the second half 
on a 9-0 run and never looked back from there. 

The Patriots were never fully able to pull them-
selves back within reach as they fell 83-67 as time 
expired.

Baker led the way for the Patriots with 23 
points and 10 rebounds in his final game of an 
impressive career. Senior Drew Leenderts added 
12 points by knocking down four three-pointers. 
Bundesen, Raymon, and Oliver Deelstra each added 
nine points.

The Patriots ended the season with an 11-13 
overall record and a fourth-place finish in the Red 
Rock Conference.

Box score:
Baker 4 4 3-3 23, Deelstra 2 0 5-8 9, Raymon 2 1 2-2 9, Har-
nack 0 0 0-0 0, Page 0 0 0-0 0, Leenderts 0 4 0-0 12, Bunde-
sen 3 1 0-1 9, Gehrke 0 0 0-0 0, Metzger 0 0 0-0 0, Taubert 0 
0 0-0 0, Tatge 0 0 0-0 0, Durst 1 0 0-0 2, Scholten 0 0 0-0 0, 
Harris 1 0 1-2 3, Wiersema 0 0 0-0 0

Team stats:
H-BC: 23 of 53 (43 percent), 11 for 16 free throws (69 per-
cent), 28 rebounds, 16 turnovers
TMB: 30 of 70 (43 percent), 16 for 20 free throws (80 per-
cent), 41 rebounds, 9 turnovers

By Canaan Petersen
For the Star Herald

Braydon Ripka earned a trip to 
the state wrestling tournament Friday, 
March 4, at the Xcel Energy Center in 
St. Paul by placing second in the Sec-
tion wrestling tournament.

For his first match at state, Ripka 
drew the Section 6A senior from West 
Central - Ashby, Ruebens Swanson, 
with a 44-9 record, and it proved to be a 
tough first match.

In the first period, Ripka worked 
for his takedown but was blocked every 
time by Swanson. In the final seconds 
of the period, Swanson came in for a 
takedown and went up 2-0.

In the second period, Ripka chose 
the down position and quickly escaped 
to his feet, bringing the score to 2-1. 
Halfway through the period, Swanson 
picked Ripka’s heel and secured anoth-
er two points take down, bringing the 
score to 4-1.

In the third period, Swanson chose 
the neutral position with both wrestlers 
on their feet. Neither wrestler was able 
to score after many setups and attempts. 
The match ended in Swanson’s favor 
4-1.

“Braydon wrestled well the whole 
match, but he couldn’t quite produce 
the points he needed,” head coach Jor-
dan Kopp said.

Ripka’s future in the tournament 
now rested in Swanson’s hands as he 
needed to win one more match in order 
for Ripka to wrestle again.

Swanson got pinned the next match 
to the eventual runner-up in the weight 

class. Ripka’s season was over.
Ripka ends his career as a Cardi-

nal wrestler in sixth place for all-time 
wins (113).

“I’m happy to have made it to the 
state tournament because that was 

my goal, but it would have been nice to 
wrestle more than one match,” Ripka 
said.

“I had a great career as a Luverne 
wrestler, and I’m proud of what I ac-
complished.”

In this file photo from the team section tournament earlier this year, Luverne’s Braydon 
Ripka pins his Wabasso opponent. Ripka went on to place second in the individual 
champions and earn a trip to the state wrestling tournament.
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By Jason Berghorst
For the Star Herald

It was a tale of two 
halves for the Luverne Car-
dinal boys’ basketball team 
during the opening round 
of the Section 3AA-South 
tournament. 

The No. 6-seeded 
Luverne team traveled to 
No. 3-seeded Fairmont 
Saturday afternoon. 

After falling behind 
28-16 in the first half, LHS 
more than doubled its of-
fensive output in the second 
half, outpacing Fairmont 
33-23. 

It wasn’t quite enough, 
however, as the Luverne 
Cardinals fell by two to the 
Fairmont Cardinals, 51-49. 

“I was really proud of 
how we battled back after 
getting down,” said LHS 
head coach John Sich-
meller. “We didn’t play bad 
to start. We just missed 
a bunch of shots that we 
normally make.”

After halftime, Luverne 
was down by as much as 
34-18 five minutes into the 
second half before LHS 
went on a 16-0 scoring run 
to tie the game 34-34.

“The kids stuck with 
it and didn’t get down on 
themselves and made a 
great game of it,” Sich-
melller said. 

The two Cardinal teams 
traded baskets and the lead 
for the remainder of the 
game. 

With eight seconds left, 
Fairmont led 50-49 and 
Luverne had the ball. An 
offensive foul by Luverne 
gave the ball back to Fair-
mont. 

LHS had to foul four 
times in order to get Fair-
mont to the free throw line. 

After the FHS player 
made one of two free 
throws, the Cardinals 
threw up a last-second, 
full-court shot that missed, 
and Fairmont won the 
game 51-49. 

Gannon Ahrendt was 
the leading scorer in the 
game with 33 points, in-
cluding four three-pointers. 
Eli Radtke added seven 
points for Luverne. 

The Cardinals ended 
their season with a 10-14 
record. 

Saturday’s game was 
the final game for nine LHS 
seniors. 

“They were a fun group 
of kids to coach, and it 
was fun to see how they 
improved throughout the 
year,” Sichmeller said. 

“We didn’t start the 
year off too hot, but we 
played some good basket-
ball at the end.” 

Box score:
Cole-Kraty 1 0 0-0 2, Schoene-
man 0 1 0-0 3, Sehr 0 0 0-0 0, 
Radtke 3 0 1-4 7, DeBeer 0 0 0-0 
0, Ahrendt 9 4 3-3 33, Over-
gaard 1 0 2-2 4 

Team stats:
Luverne: 19 of 53 (36 percent), 
6 of 9 free throws (67 percent), 
29 rebounds, 11 turnovers 
Fairmont: 20 of 46 (43 percent), 
7 of 11 free throws (64 percent), 
33 rebounds, 15 turnovers

The number of outdoor is-
sues in the Minnesota news these 
days is mind-boggling. They won’t 
often show up where you might be 
reading, but there are game- and 
fish-related bills all over the place 
this legislative session. Some of 
these are going to be hitting a little 
closer to home than normal for the 
average outdoor person.

The one I think will get the 
biggest fight is whether the state 
should go to all non-toxic shot for 
hunting. Non-toxic shot shells have 
been required for decades when 
waterfowl hunting. It did not take 
science long to prove that lead shot 
deposited in the bottoms of lakes 
and wetlands was being consumed 
by waterfowl and other shorebirds, 
resulting in their death. 

Non-toxic alternatives several 
decades ago were not up to the task 
of making clean kills. Most hunters 
actually hated the alternatives to 
lead shot. Many still do today.

The new battle cry is that 
somehow lead shot is doing damage 
to other wildlife that is not related 
to wetland-type habitats. I have 
not seen any science to prove that 
pheasants, for example, are ingest-
ing lead shot and dying when out 
foraging for food.

Recent studies do claim to 
prove that almost all of the bald 
eagles and golden eagles tested 
have some level of lead toxicity in 
their blood streams. It might not be 
at high enough levels to kill them 
but can cause difficulty in flight and 
reproduction efficiency.

Most of the raptors that die of 
lead poisoning do so from eating 
the dead carcasses of hunter-killed 
deer that were taken with a lead 
bullet. I do believe this happens, 
but I researched bald eagle popu-
lations, and they have rebounded 
from 416 nesting pairs five decades 
ago to over 415,000 nesting pairs 
today. The eagles don’t seem to be 
doing too badly according to those 
numbers.

Non-toxic shot is a lot better 
today than it was when first intro-
duced, and a load of Federal Prairie 
Storm steel shot is as deadly as any 
lead shot shells I have ever used.

The issue with a regulation 
change to all non-toxic shot on 
public land is the fact that many 

hunters have more than a few 
seasons of lead shell utilization 
on the shelf in the garage. What 
are they going to do with all of 
those boxes when they can no 
longer be used on public lands, 
which, by the way, is where a 
larger percentage of Minnesota 
hunters recreate? Many other 
states already require the non-
toxic alternatives, and Minnesota 
is lagging in their conversion to 
non-toxic shot shells. 

The commissioner of the 
Minnesota DNR used some form 
of executive order to require 
non-toxic shot when hunting on 
scientific and natural areas man-
aged by the state. Depending on 
where you live, these can be few 
and far between.

Non-toxic shot can be in 
the form of steel pellets for bird 
hunting or copper bullets for 
deer hunting.  These can be used 
successfully, but if you try to buy 
a box of them today, you will go 
away empty-handed nine out of 
10 attempts. How do you change 
the rules to non-toxic shot when 
there is none available for pur-
chase? 

I think it is only a matter of 
time before all public lands in all 
states will require non-toxic shot 
and bullets.  I think the proper 
way to handle this would be to 
change the rules with an effective 
date about three years down the 
road.  This would allow ammo 
manufacturers to catch up to 
demand and allow hunters to 
use up the supplies they have on 
their garage shelves. 

Lead is bad and everybody 
knows it. Those who will fight 
this change will fight a long-term 
losing battle. Do not think for a 
minute that it will go down in 
history as a little skirmish.  This 

non-toxic battle will be hard-
fought by both sides and could 
last more than a few years. 

There is some talk about 
a buy-back system that allows 
hunters to trade in their lead for 
a non-toxic alternative. Who is 
going to pay for this? I have no 
desire for the Game and Fish 
fund to pay for it.  Those dollars 
manage fish and wildlife habitat. 
Those who want lead shot gone 
the most will need to find a fund-
ing source not already being paid 
for by hunters and fishers. 

If you are lucky enough to 
have private land to hunt on, 
then your lead shot could likely 
be used up there until it is gone. 
But what if the new rule restricts 
lead shot on any land located in 
the state regardless if it’s public 
or private? This stirs up yet an-
other wasp’s nest. 

I think the state needs a 
plan to transition from lead to 
non-toxic shot and bullets. The 
transition needs to happen over 
a period of years. If the state is 
going to dictate the type of shells 
and bullets used, the new am-
munition needs to be available to 
those who want to buy it. This is 
a necessary step, but it needs the 
proper timing to make the transi-
tion as painless as is possible. 

I am anticipating a high 
number of emails from the lead 
shot lovers over the next few 
weeks. You can reach me at scot-
tarall@gmail.com

Scott Rall, Worthington, is 
a habitat conservationist, avid 
hunting and fishing enthusi-
ast and is president of Nobles 
County Pheasants Forever. He 
can be reached at scottarall@
gmail.com. or on Twitter @habi-
tat champion.

Luverne boys 
nearly upset 

Fairmont

The ban on lead shot is coming, like it or not

By Scott Rall
Outdoors columnist

The OuTdOOrs

‘The kids stuck 
with it and didn’t 
get down on 
themselves and 
made a great 
game of it.’

— LHS Coach 
John Sichmeller

As of Tuesday, March 
1, turkey hunters can now 
buy their licenses for the 
spring 2022 season.

Licenses can be pur-
chased online at mndnr.
gov/licenses/online-sales, 
by phone at 888-665-
4236 or in person wher-
ever hunting and fishing 
licenses are sold.

To help understand 
hunter distribution, license 
agents will be asking hunt-

ers which permit area 
they plan to hunt. 

The information is 
useful to the DNR in 
managing the state’s tur-
key population. Hunters 
who identify their permit 
area are not restricted to 
hunting in only that area.

Season dates and 
hunt rules can be found 
on the DNR’s turkey 
hunting page, mndnr.gov/
hunting/turkey. 

Turkey hunting licenses 
went on sale March 1Minnesota taxpayers 

have until Monday, April 18, 
2022, to file and pay their 
state and federal income 
taxes.

The department offers 
tips for filing your income tax:

•See if you qualify for 
free tax preparation. If 
your Adjusted Gross Income 
(AGI) is $73,000 or less, 
you may qualify to file elec-
tronically for free. Visit our 
website (listed at end of this 
article) to see if you qualify.

You may also qualify for 
free tax preparation for your 
returns. There are free tax 
preparation sites available 
across Minnesota through 
the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) and AARP 
Tax-Aide programs. 

Some sites offer in-per-
son options while others 
offer virtual services. Visit 
our website to find free tax 

preparation sites near you.
•File electronically 

and choose direct depos-
it. Electronically filing your 
return and choosing direct 
deposit for your refund is the 
most secure and convenient 
way to file your taxes and get 
your refund.

Learn more about your 
electronic filing options 
and the benefits of choosing 
direct deposit.

•Save your receipts 
and other tax-related 
documents. If you claimed 
certain deductions or credits, 
be sure to include all required 
documentation when filing 
and save copies in case you 
need to reference them in 
the future.

•Check for accuracy. 
Enter your name and any 
dependent’s names exactly 
as they appear on Social Se-
curity cards, Individual Tax-

payer Identification Number 
(ITIN) cards or letters. Dou-
ble-check bank routing and 
account numbers used on 
tax forms for direct deposit.

Incorrect information on 
tax forms can result in refund 
delays.

•Military members 
can electronically sub-
mit Form M99, Credit 
for Military Service in 
a Combat Zone. Created 
based on feedback from mili-
tary service members, the 
electronic submission of this 
form is an easy way for service 
members to claim this credit.

•File your return by 
the April 18 due date, 
even if you owe more 
than you can pay. Pay as 
much as you can by the due 
date and contact us as soon as 

possible to set up a payment 
agreement for the remaining 
balance. 

You can include your 
banking information on your 
electronically filed return 
to make the payment or 
pay electronically with our 
e-Services Payment System. 
You can specify when the pay-
ment will be taken from your 
checking or savings account 
in advance or on the due date.
  After you file:

•Track your refund. 
You can track where your re-
fund is in the process by using 
our Where’s My Refund? You 
will be able to track which of 
the four stages your refund 
is in and whether you need 
to take any action to allow us 
to complete the processing of 
your refund.

Income tax filing season kicks off, deadline April 18 

www.star-herald.comwww.star-herald.com
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Built on
a Rock

By Pastor
Nita Parker

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, Hills

Isaiah 40:30-31
30 Even youths will 

faint and be weary, 
and the young will 
fall exhausted; 31 but 
those who wait for the 
Lord shall renew their 
strength, they shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, they shall 
run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not 
faint.

I read this article 
from “God Says” and I 
found it very interest-
ing.

The eagle does not 
fight the snake on the 
ground. It picks it up 
into the sky and chang-
es the battleground, 
and then it releases the 
snake into the sky.

The snake has no 
stamina, no power and 
no balance in the air. 
It is useless, weak and 
vulnerable unlike on 
the ground where it 
is powerful, wise and 
deadly.

Take your fight 
into the spiritual realm 
by praying, and when 
you are in the spiritual 
realm, God takes over 
your battles.

Don’t fight the 
enemy in his comfort 
zone. Change the 
battlegrounds like the 
eagle and let God take 
charge through your 
earnest prayer. You’ll 
be assured of clean 
victory. Pray without 
ceasing.

I used to pray ev-
ery day. Now I feel like 
I can’t get my shoes 
on without praying. 
Not that I feel I am 
more powerful, more 
anything, but I am 
weaker now. This does 
not make any sense, I 
know, but things just 
feel so wacky, and I 
feel like I just have to 
grab on to whatever I 
can to keep my bear-
ings.

Grief is hard to 

fight. So, after a while 
you just let the grief 
flow and hang on in 
prayer. Reading scrip-
ture helps, and being 
able to hear God’s 
word is a relief for me. 

As I think about 
our world, the Ukrai-
nian invasion, and all 
of the other things that 
are happening in this 
world, they are re-
minders that the devil 
is defiantly at work, 
and so is God!

Our God will hold 
us up and bring us to a 
new place of life, a new 
reality. I ask that you 
join us in praying for 
our world, our coun-
try and everyone who 
needs a hand.

Pray without ceas-
ing. Let’s try to do add 
this to the Lenten sea-
son. Instead of giving 
something up, let’s add 
prayer every day!

Praying is a way 
to increase our con-
versation with God. I 
invite you to join me in 
prayer, and I know we 
will all feel the pres-
ence and be amazed at 
where God takes us!

Instead of giving
up, add prayer

every day

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne

St. Catherine Ph. 283-8502; www.stscl.org
Monsignor Gerald Kosse, Pastor

Sundays 8:30 a.m. Mass. Public Mass will be celebrated at FULL capacity 
in the church. Masses: 9 a.m. Wednesdays, 10 a.m. Friday at the nursing 
homes – check the bulletin. All Sunday masses will be live streamed on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pg/stccluverne/videos/. Visit www.
stscl.org for more information. 

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne

Office Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982
www.luvernecrc.com — office@luvernecrc.com

Sundays 9:30 a.m. Worship service. 6:30 p.m. Evening worship service. We 
are streaming Sunday services live on YouTube at 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
Send him a friend request if you’re not connected. You may also visit our 
website for delayed broadcasts. Also our services are on local cable TV at 5:30 
p.m. on Wednesdays and at 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays. In all circumstances, 
may we joyfully declare: “Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of 
heaven and earth.” Psalm 124:8.

First Baptist Church
103 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne 

Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org
Walt Moser, Pastor

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. In-person worship service. Service is also on Face-
book Live at 10:30 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne 

Ph. 507-283-4431; www.graceluverne.org — graceluverne@
iw.net

Ann Zastrow, Pastor
Dave Christenson, Interim Pastor

Thursday, March 10: 8:30 a.m. Missions in Action. Sunday, March 13: 9 
a.m. Worship Service with Holy Communion. 10 a.m. Sunday School and 
fellowship coffee. 10 a.m. 5th grade First Communion class. 5 p.m. Worship 
with Holy Communion. 6 p.m. Junior high youth night. 6:30 p.m. worship 
practice. Tuesday, March 15: 9 a.m. Staff meeting. Wednesday, March 16: 7 
a.m. Men’s Bible study. 8:15 a.m. Caring Visitors meeting. 1:30 p.m. Women’s 
Bible study. 5-6:30 p.m. Lenten supper. 6:45 p.m. Lenten service. Online, 
TV and Radio Worship options are available. Online: Sundays 9 a.m. on 
the church website www.graceluverne.org, click Worship tab or go directly 
to our Facebook page at Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne. TV: Vast Channel 
3 will air our worship service Mondays at 4:30 p.m. and Fridays at 10 a.m. 
Radio: KQAD-AM Radio will air our worship service on Sundays at 8:15 a.m. 

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne

Ph. 507-283-4571 or 605-215-9834
Andrew Palmquist, Pastor

Sundays, 10:15 a.m. Worship service; worship online as well (at els.org). 
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. Zoom Bible study. Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Lenten Vespers. 
See our Facebook page, Bethany Lutheran Church (Luverne) for other 
classes and events. 

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne 

Ph. 283-8600; email: office@arcluverne.org 
Thursday, March 10: 5:30 p.m. Tumbling Tykes. Friday, March: 11: 6:3o a.m. 
Community Men’s Bible study. Sunday, March 13: 9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
with guest Pastor Seth Sundstrum. 10:50 a.m. Sunday school. Tuesday, March 
15: 12 p.m. Staff meeting. 7 p.m. Consistory meeting. Wednesday, March 16: 
5:30 p.m. Midweek Meal. 6:30 p.m. Pioneer Club. 6:30 p.m. Jr. and Sr. High 
youth groups. Thursday, March 17: 9 a.m. Cookie Crew. 5:30 p.m. Tumbling 
Tykes. Services are also broadcast on Vast Channel 3 on Mondays at 6 p.m. 
and Wednesdays at 4 p.m. DVD’s available upon request. To stay up to date 
on announcements, follow us on Facebook and Instagram @arcluverne.

Rock River Community Church
(formerly First Assembly of God)

1075 110th Ave., 2 miles west of Luverne on County Rd. 4
Ph. 612-800-1255; email info@rockrivercommunity.church

Bob Junak, Pastor; Annette Junak, Assistant Pastor
Sundays, 9 a.m. Sunday school; 10 a.m. Worship service. Children’s church 
for ages 3-6th grade and nursery for ages 0-3 provided during our services. 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Worship service. All services are in-person and all are 
welcome.

United Methodist Church
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne

Ph. 283-4529
Saturday, March 12: 8 p.m. AA meeting. Sunday, March 13: 9 a.m. Adult 
Sunday school. 9:15 a.m. Coffee. 10:30 a.m. Worship service. 4:30 p.m. Gen-
esis/Revelation Bible study. Prayer Warriors after service. Tuesday, March 
15: 6 p.m. Teachers meeting. Wednesday, March 16: 6:15 p.m. FUEL. 6:30 
p.m. Confirmation. 7 p.m. Lenten service at UMC with First Presbyterian. 
8 p.m. AA meeting. Live streamed on Facebook and radio.

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne

Ph. 283-4787; email: Firstpc@iw.net
Sunday, March 13: 9:30 a.m. Worship service. 10:30 a.m. Sunday school. 

Wednesday, March 16: 5:15 p.m. Bells. 6 p.m. Choir. 6-8 p.m. Youth fellow-
ship. 7 p.m. Lenten service at United Methodist Church. Session to follow 
service. Thursday, March 17: 9 a.m. PW coordinating team. In-person Wor-
ship service and live on Facebook. Our Facebook page can be found under 
First Presbyterian Church of Luverne. We are also on the local Luverne 
cable station at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Tuesdays and 10 a.m. on Thursdays. 

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne

Ph. 283-2316; email: stjohn@iw.net
www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org 

Rev. Dr. Phil Booe, Pastor
Saturday, March 12: 5:30 p.m. Worship Service. Sunday, March 13: 9 a.m. 
Worship Service. 10:15 a.m. Adult Bible class; Sunday School. Wednesday, 
March 16: 9:30 a.m. Bible study. 6:30 p.m. Kids for Christ; 6:30-8 p.m. Con-
firmation. 7:30 p.m. High School Youth Group. Services will be available on 
the Vast Channel 3 Sunday and online at the city website, cityofluverne.org. 

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St., Luverne

Ph. 449-0057; www.livingrockswmn.org
Billy Skaggs, Pastor

New Life Celebration Church
101 W. Maple, Luverne

Ph. (605) 368-1924; email: newlifecelebration@gmail.com
Food mission every third Thursday. 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 E. 2nd St., P.O. Box 36, Hardwick

Ph. (507) 669-2855; zionoffice@alliancecom.net
Jesse Baker, Pastor 

Sunday, March 13: 9 a.m. Worship service. 10:15 a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 
a.m. Bible study. Worship service on Luverne cable at 3:30 p.m. every 
Thursday and Friday. 

First Lutheran Church 
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D. 

Ph. (605) 757-6662 
Mark Eliason, Pastor

Sunday, March 13: 9 a.m. Worship at First Lutheran. 10 a.m. Sunday school. 
Masks are strongly recommended, but not required, even if fully vaccinated. 
Worship will be streamed live on Facebook Video worship via YouTube at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St., Garretson, S.D. 

Ph. (507) 597-6257 — firstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Mark Eliason, Pastor

Sunday, March 13: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. Worship at Palisade 
Lutheran. Masks are strongly recommended, but not required, even if fully 
vaccinated. Worship will be streamed live on Facebook. Video worship via 
YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3rd St., P.O Box 73, Beaver Creek 

Ph. 507-935-5025 
email: lori.firstpres@gmail.com

Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. Second Tuesday of each month, 7 
p.m. Session meeting.

Magnolia United Methodist Church 
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia

Ph. 605-215-3429
email: magnoliamnumc@gmail.com

Nancy Manning, Pastor
Sunday, 9 a.m., in-person with livestream available on the church’s Face-
book site.

Steen Reformed Church 
112 W. Church Ave., Steen

Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship service in-person with livestream 
available on Facebook and YouTube. Radio worship on KQAD Sundays at 
9:30 a.m. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
112 N. Main St., Hills

Ph. 962-3270
Sunday, March 13: 9 a.m. Worship at Tuff Chapel. 10 a.m. Worship with 
Holy Communion. 9 a.m. Sunday School. 7-8:30 p.m. Youth group meets. 
Worship will be streamed live to Facebook at Bethlehem of Hills. You can 
find more info on our website blchills.org. Tuesday, March 15: 2 p.m. Tuff 
Home Bible study. 3:30 p.m. Tuff Village Bible study. Wednesday, March 
16: 9 a.m. Quilting. 6 p.m. Confirmation. 7 p.m. Social/dessert time. 7:15 
p.m. Wednesday night worship service.

Hills United Reformed Church 
410 S. Central Ave., Hills 

Office Ph. 962-3254
hillsurc@alliancecom.net

Alan Camarigg, Pastor

I ask that
you join us
in praying

for our world, 
our country 

and everyone 
who needs

a hand.
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Mortgage foreclosure sale 
set for March 25 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that default has occurred in the conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
 DATE OF MORTGAGE:  July 31, 2009
 ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:  $142,300.00
 MORTGAGOR(S):  Jimmie H. Lafrenz and Janice M. Larson, two single persons
 MORTGAGEE:  Minnwest Mortgage Corporation
 LENDER OR BROKER AND MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED ON   
 THE  MORTGAGE:  Minnwest Mortgage Corporation
 SERVICER:  Specialized Loan Servicing LLC
 DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: Filed August 3, 2009, Rock County Recorder, as 
Document Number 171866
 ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:  Assigned to: Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc; Dated: July 31, 2009, filed: September 3, 2009, recorded as document 
number 171867; thereafter assigned to Specialized Loan Servicing, LLC; Dated: February 
1, 2018 filed: April 26, 2018, recorded as document number 192552

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:
That part of the SE 1/4 of Section 35, Township 102 North, Range 46 West of the 
5th p.m. described as follows: Commencing at the Southeast corner of Section 
35; Thence South 89 degrees 57 minutes 35 seconds West (Geodetic bearing) 
along the South line of the SE 1/4 of said Section a distance of 717.00 feet to 
the point of beginning; Thence North 00 degrees 02 minutes 26 seconds West a 
distance of 50.00 feet to a point; Thence continuing North 00 degrees 02 minutes 
26 seconds West a distance of 425.00 feet to a point; Thence South 89 degrees 
57 minutes 35 seconds West a distance of 655.00 feet to a point; Thence South 00 
degrees 02 minutes 26 seconds East a distance of 425.00 feet to a point; Thence 
continuing South 00 degrees 02 minutes 26 seconds East a distance of 50.00 feet 
to said South line; Thence North 89 degrees 57 minutes 35 seconds East along 
said South line a distance of 655.00 feet to said point of beginning.

 PROPERTY ADDRESS:  783 71st St, Beaver Creek, MN 56116
 PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION NUMBER:  02-0191-000
 COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS LOCATED:  Rock
 THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE DATE OF 
THE NOTICE: $136,819.12
 THAT all pre-foreclosure requirements have been complied with; that no action 
or proceeding has been instituted at law or otherwise to recover the debt secured by 
said mortgage, or any part thereof;
 PURSUANT, to the power of sale contained in said mortgage, the above described 
property will be sold by the Sheriff of said county as follows:
 DATE AND TIME OF SALE:  March 25, 2022, 10:00 a.m.
 PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's Main Office, West Side Sheriff Dept, Front Step, 
Luverne, MN 56156
to pay the debt secured by said mortgage and taxes, if any, on said premises and the 
costs and disbursements, including attorneys fees allowed by law, subject to redemption 
within 6 months from the date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) the personal representa-
tives or assigns.
 TIME AND DATE TO VACATE PROPERTY:  If the real estate is an owner-occupied, 
single-family dwelling, unless otherwise provided by law, the date on or before which the 
mortgagor(s) must vacate the property, if the mortgage is not reinstated under section 
580.30 or the property is not redeemed under section 580.23, is 11:59  p.m. on September 
25, 2022, or the next business day if September 25, 2022, falls on a Saturday, Sunday 
or legal holiday.

"THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 

Mortgage foreclosure sale 
set for April 7 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: That default has occurred in the conditions of the 
following described mortgage:
 DATE OF MORTGAGE: September 11, 2008
 MORTGAGOR: Tracy J. Renken, a single person.
 MORTGAGEE: Midwest Minnesota Community Development Corporation.
 DATE AND PLACE OF RECORDING:  Recorded September 11, 2008 Rock County 
Recorder, Document No. 169790.
 ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: Assigned to: JPMorgan Chase Bank 
N.A. Dated September 11, 2008 Recorded September 11, 2008, as Document No. 
169791. And thereafter assigned to: Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC. Dated   
January 13, 2014, Recorded February 3, 2014, as Document No. 183425.            
 TRANSACTION AGENT: NONE
 TRANSACTION AGENT'S MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER ON 
MORTGAGE: NONE
 LENDER OR BROKER AND MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED ON MORTGAGE: 
Midwest Minnesota Community Development Corporation
 RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE SERVICER: Carrington Mortgage Services LLC
 MORTGAGED PROPERTY ADDRESS: 418 E Maple St, Luverne, MN 56156
 TAX PARCEL I.D. #: 201079000
 LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:
 The N.57 feet of Lots 10 and 11 in Block 3 in the Original Plat of the City of 
Luverne, Rock County, Minnesota.
 COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS LOCATED: Rock
 ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: $64,400.00
 AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE, 
INCLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, PAID BY MORTGAGEE: $49,886.05
  That prior to the commencement of this mortgage foreclosure proceeding 
Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee complied with all notice requirements as required 
by statute; That no action or proceeding has been instituted at law or otherwise to 
recover the debt secured by said mortgage, or any part thereof;
 PURSUANT to the power of sale contained in said mortgage, the above 
described property will be sold by the Sheriff of said county as follows:
 DATE AND TIME OF SALE: April 7, 2022 at 10:00 A.M.
 PLACE OF SALE:  Sheriff's Office, Main Entrance, Law Enforcement Center, 
1000 North Blue Mound Avenue, Luverne, MN
to pay the debt then secured by said Mortgage, and taxes, if any, on said premises, 
and the costs and disbursements, including attorneys' fees allowed by law subject to 
redemption within six (6) months from the date of said sale by the mortgagor(s), their 
personal representatives or assigns unless reduced to Five (5) weeks under MN Stat. 
§580.07.
 TIME AND DATE TO VACATE PROPERTY: If the real estate is an owner-
occupied, single-family dwelling, unless otherwise provided by law, the date on or 
before which the mortgagor(s) must vacate the property if the mortgage is not rein-
stated under section 580.30 or the property is not redeemed under section 580.23 is 
11:59 p.m. on October 7, 2022, unless that date falls on a weekend  or legal holiday, 
in which case it is the next weekday, and unless the redemption period is reduced to 
5 weeks under MN Stat. Secs. 580.07 or 582.032.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE: None

"THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE RE-
DUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER MINNE-
SOTA STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN AGRI
CULTURAL PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABANDONED.
 Dated: February 1, 2022
   Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC 
   Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee
LIEBO, WEINGARDEN, DOBIE & BARBEE, P.L.L.P.
Attorneys for Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee
4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416
(952) 925-6888
85 - 22-001342 FC
IN THE EVENT REQUIRED BY FEDERAL LAW: THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

(02-10, 02-17, 02-24, 03-03, 03-10, 03-17)

Sandbulte brings forth
land patent benefit

 We, Dale and Jodi Sandbulte, are bringing forth our Land Patent Benefit. If 
interested see www.minnesotaassembly.net/public-notice.

(02-10, 02-17, 02-24, 03-03, 03-10, 03-17, 03-24, 03-31)

Rock County open meeting 
March 22

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING
 An open meeting will be held to discuss the road and bridge replacement 
program for the transportation system of Rock County. The meeting will be at 
the Rock County Library Basement Meeting Room, 201 West Main Street, in 
Luverne, MN Tuesday, March 22, beginning at 1:00 p.m.
 This public informational meeting will be held at the Rock County Li-
brary. Any individual, group or agency wishing information is urged to attend 
and participate in this meeting. The meeting is to provide information on the 
planning, programming and schedule of work on the County Highway system.

Mark R. Sehr,
Rock County Highway Engineer

(03-03, 03-10)

Mortgage foreclosure sale 
set for April 28 
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that default has occurred in the conditions of the 
following described mortgage:
 DATE OF MORTGAGE: February 9, 2012
 ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: $0.00
 MORTGAGOR(S): Justin Birger, Her Husband and Laressa Birger, His Wife
 MORTGAGEE: Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, 
as nominee for Dacotah Bank, its successors and assigns
 DATE AND PLACE OF RECORDING: 
 Recorded: February 21, 2012 Rock County Recorder
 Document Number: 178607
 ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:
 And assigned to: Colonial Savings, F.A.
 Dated: January 19, 2017
 Recorded: February 13, 2017 Rock County Recorder
 Document Number: 190119
 Transaction Agent: Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
 Transaction Agent Mortgage Identification Number: 100793500000021541
 Lender/Broker/Mortgage Originator: Dacotah Bank
 Residential Mortgage Servicer: Colonial Savings, FA
 COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS LOCATED: Rock
 Property Address: 302 E 7th St, Hills, MN 56138
 Tax Parcel ID Number: 15-0316-000

ISD #2184 School Board
meets Jan. 27 

MINUTES OF REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING OF 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2184, 

ROCK COUNTY, LUVERNE, MINNESOTA  
 A regular meeting of the Board of Education, ISD #2184, was held in the 
District Office on January 27, 2022, at 7:00 p.m.
 The following members were present:  Katie Baustian, Jodi Bosch, Eric Hart-
man, Tim Jarchow, Reva Sehr, Jeff Stratton and David Wrigg. Also present: Craig 
Oftedahl, Jason Phelps, Tyler Reisch, Griffin Jarchow, Becky Rahm, and Mavis 
Fodness – Rock County Star Herald.
 Chairperson Eric Hartman opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Motion made by Baustian, second by Sehr, to approve the agenda as presented. 
Motion unanimously carried.
 Administrative reports were given.  
 Motion made by Baustian, second by Bosch, to approve the December 23, 
2021, School Board meeting minutes as presented. Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Wrigg, second by Jarchow, to accept the following donations:
 United Methodist Church – Angel Fund
 13th District Bar Association – Mock Trial Sponsorship
 Steen Reformed Church – Angel Fund
 2080 Media Inc. – L Club-Student Activities
Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Jarchow, second by Stratton, to elect the following School 
Board officers for 2022:
 Chairperson – Eric Hartman 
 Vice-Chairperson – Tim Jarchow
 Clerk – Reva Sehr
 Treasurer – Katie Baustian
Motion unanimously carried.
 Business Manager Tyler Reisch reviewed the Fiscal Year 2021 Audit Report 
with the School Board members. Motion made by Bosch, second by Sehr, to ac-
cept the report as presented. Motion unanimously carried. He also reviewed the 
expenditures and revenues comparison as of December 31 for the past three years.
 Motion made by Jarchow, second by Stratton, to approve payment of the School 
District bills presented as follows: District and Student Activity Checks - $2,199,182.17; 
Payroll - $1,004,121.28; Grand Total - $3,203,303.45. Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Baustian, second by Bosch, to receive the Student Activity 
Report showing the balances as of December 31, 2021. Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Bosch, second by Stratton, to leave the 2022 Committee 
Assignments the same. Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Baustian, second by Jarchow, to acknowledge receipt of the 
Annual Compliance/Vote of Concurrence or Nonconcurrence from the American 
Indian Parent Advisory Committee vote held on January 17, 2022. Motion unani-
mously carried.
 Motion made by Wrigg, second by Sehr, to add Aspire Fund as an approved 
403(b) vendor that may be utilized by school district employees. Motion unanimously 
carried.
 Motion made by Bosch, second by Jarchow, to accept the annual RESOLU-
TION DIRECTING THE ADMINISTRATION TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
REDUCTIONS IN PROGRAMS AND POSITIONS AND REASONS THEREFORE.  
Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Baustian, second by Stratton, to approve the Custodial Seniority 
List as presented. Motion unanimously carried. Motion made by Bosch, second by 
Stratton, to approve the Paraprofessional/Food Service/Administrative Assistant 
Seniority List as presented. Motion unanimously carried. Motion made by Sehr, 
second by Jarchow, to approve the Alternative School Seniority List as presented.  
Motion unanimously carried. Motion made by Bosch, second by Baustian, to approve 
the ECFE/Learning Readiness/Discovery Time Seniority List as presented. Motion 
unanimously carried. Motion made by Baustian, second by Jarchow, to approve 
the Preliminary Licensed Staff Seniority List as presented. This list will be posted 
for 30 days for the staff to review. Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Stratton, second by Jarchow, to approve the hiring of Jon 
Schomacker as 2022 Summer Recreation Director for a salary of $9,400.00. Motion 
unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Bosch, second by Baustian, to approve the hiring of Peyten 
Elbers as long-term substitute for Dana Wolf, Elementary teacher, beginning ap-
proximately February 24, 2022. Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Baustian, second by Sehr, to accept the retirement of Dennis 
Moritz, Agriculture teacher, effective at the end of the 2021-2022 school year. Motion 
unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Bosch, second by Baustian, to accept the resignation of Bill 
Thompson as MS Lego League advisor effective at the end of the 2021-2022 school 
year. Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Wrigg, second by Jarchow, to approve the transfer of Karen 
Hubbling from M/HS Paraprofessional to District Health Aide. Discussion was held. 
Motion unanimously carried.
 Committee reports were given. It was noted that the School Board members 
did attend the MSBA Convention held January 12-14, 2022. The upcoming meeting 
dates were reviewed.
 Motion made by Bosch, second by Baustian, to adjourn the meeting. Motion 
unanimously carried.
Dated: January 27, 2022      
    Reva Sehr, Clerk

(03-10)

 LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY: Lot Three (3) and Four (4) in Block Two 
(2) of Parkview Second Addition to the City of Hills, Rock County, Minnesota
 AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE: $196,677.55
THAT all pre-foreclosure requirements have been complied with; that no action or 
proceeding has been instituted at law or otherwise to recover the debt secured by said 
mortgage, or any part thereof; that this is registered property;
PURSUANT to the power of sale contained in said mortgage, the above-described 
property will be sold by the Sheriff of said county as follows:
 DATE AND TIME OF SALE: April 28, 2022 at 1:00 A.M.
 PLACE OF SALE: County Sheriff`s office, in the lobby of the Rock County Law 
Enforcement Center, 1000 N. Blue Mound Avenue, Luverne, Minnesota
to pay the debt secured by said mortgage and taxes, if any, on said premises and the 
costs and disbursements, including attorney fees allowed by law, subject to redemp-
tion within six (6) months from the date of said sale by the mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns.
If the Mortgage is not reinstated under Minn. Stat. §580.30 or the property is not 
redeemed under Minn. Stat. §580.23, the Mortgagor must vacate the property on or 
before 11:59 p.m. on October 28, 2022, or the next business day if October 28, 2022, 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.
 Mortgagor(s) released from financial obligation: NONE
THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA STAT-
UTES, SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUC-
TION, AND ARE ABANDONED.
 DATED: February 22, 2022
 MORTGAGEE: Colonial Savings, F.A.
Wilford, Geske & Cook, P.A.
Attorneys for Mortgagee
7616 Currell Boulevard, Suite 200
Woodbury, MN 55125
(651) 209-3300
File Number: 050335-F1

(03-03, 03-10, 03-17, 03-24, 03-31, 04-07)

Rock County public hearing 
set for March 22

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF COUNTY OF ROCK FOR TAX ABATEMENT
FOR NEW VISION COOPERATIVE

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, That the Rock County Board of Commissioners 
will conduct a public hearing at 9:00 A.M. on March 22, 2022, at the Herreid Board 
meeting room of the Rock County Courthouse located at 204 E. Brown Street; Luverne, 
Minnesota to consider the request of New Vision Cooperative for the abatement of 
certain real property located in Magnolia Township and described as follows, to wit:

An addition of a 1.5 million bushel grain bin and 200ft x 90ft building struc-
ture located in Section 15-102-44, Lot 0, Blk 0 of Magnolia Township

For abatement of real estate taxes for a period of up to ten years pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes §469.1813. That the estimated amount of the abatement, on annual basis, 
for the County of Rock is  

Year 1-5 - $10,585 (100%)
Year 6        $8,468 (  80%)
Year 7        $6,351 (  60%)
Year 8        $4,234 (  40%)
Year 9        $2,117 (  20%)

 All persons desiring to be heard should appear at the hearing or present written 
comments to be presented at the hearing by delivering the same to the Rock County 

Administrator at 204 E. Brown Street; Luverne, Minnesota.   
    COUNTY OF ROCK

By
     Kyle J. Oldre
    Rock County Administrator

(03-10)

MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE RE-
DUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUC-
TION, AND ARE ABANDONED.
 Dated: January 27, 2022
Specialized Loan Servicing LLC
Assignee of Mortgagee 
LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP
BY   ___________________________
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Joseph M. Rossman - 0397070
Attorneys for Mortgagee
LOGS Legal Group LLP
12550 West Frontage Road, Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR
(02-03, 02-10, 02-17, 02-24, 03-03, 03-10)
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RENTALS

HAVE A UNIQUE SER-
VICE OR BUSINESS? Get 
the word out to over 1.4 mil-
lion households. Call WIDE 
AREA CLASSIFIEDS to-
day, 507-359-7326. (tc)

Join Our TeamJoin Our Team
WE ARE SEARCHING FOR A FULL-TIME

AGRONOMIST
BASED IN THE PIPESTONE, MN AREA

Seeking an enthusiastic agronomist to develop and manage Seeking an enthusiastic agronomist to develop and manage 
nutrient management plans for modern swine production nutrient management plans for modern swine production 
units in the Midwest. The ideal candidate would have a units in the Midwest. The ideal candidate would have a 
passion for working and communicating with independent passion for working and communicating with independent 
farmers on a daily basis.farmers on a daily basis.

Check www.pipestone.com for full job description and to applyCheck www.pipestone.com for full job description and to apply 

CLASSIFIEDS
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EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

CLASSIFIEDS

Visit pipestone.com
to see a full job description and the great 

benefits available to our employees!
Call 866.918.7378 if you have questions

We are GROWING &
We are Hiring!

Order
Fulfillment
Specialist

                                     Week of March 6, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

Advertise here 
statewide in 210+ 

newspapers for only 
$279 per week! 

Call 800-279-2979

ADOPTIONS

AUCTIONS

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

PETS

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

USE SEAL ‘N HEAL® 
on dogs & cats to seal wounds with a bitter 
taste to prevent gnawing, allow healing. At 
Tractor Supply® (www. eabeacon.com)

HAPPY JACK® LIQUIVICT® 
is recognized safe & eff ective against hook 
& round worms in dogs by the USCVM. At 
Tractor Supply® (www. eabeacon.com)

SOYBEAN WHITE MOLD 
have you worried this year? We want to 
help with a winning strategy for 2022. Call 
Heads Up Plant Protectants 866/368-9306

HIGHWAY 59 AUCTION SERVICE
Slayton, MN, March 28, 10 am. Vehicles, 
Equipment and Machinery plus more. 
Consignment Sale Call Jess Donker-
sloot 507/370-1912 www.auctionzip.com

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA NURSERY
awaits newborn. Promise loving fam-
ily, secure future, devoted grandparents, 
educational opportunities. Generous 
living/relocation expenses paid. Lisa 
510/390-3524 or attorney 310/663-3467

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. 
$0 down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

HERO TAKES THE STRESS OUT 
of managing medications. Hero sorts 
and dispenses meds, sends alerts at 
dose times and handles prescrip-
tion re ll and delivery for you. Start-
ing at $24.99/month. No initiation fee. 
90-day risk-free trial! Call 844/255-4489
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“Needing a change, I joined the Luverne 
Veterans Home a little over a year ago. 
Starting a new job can be overwhelming, 
but I was welcomed into this family with 
open arms. I have found a wonderful 
group of work friends and it gives me 
great job satisfaction knowing I can 
better the lives of the Residents I care 
for and the staff I work with. Working 
here has allowed me to find the balance 
between work and family life.”

Jill S., RN

HIRING
5-Star Nursing Home

*Conditions  apply

Call or text us about our job opportunities!

Certified Nursing Assistants (CNAs)
Nurses (RNs and LPNs)

507-920-0000

$2,500 Bonuses for CNAs and LPNs

At their Tuesday, March 
8, meeting, council members 
set a $200,000 assessment 
for landowners in the develop-
ment to help cover the cost of 
bringing utilities to the four-
lot subdivision. 

The assessment will be 
paid over a 10-year period at 
an interest rate of 4 percent.

Also on Tuesday, the coun-
cil set a hearing on the pro-
posed assessment for 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 12, in Luverne 
City Hall council chambers.

Mound Township of-
ficials approved the petition 
Jan. 24, with signatures by 
Mound Township chair Keith 
Schmuck and clerk David 
DeBoer.

As part of the agreement, 
the city of Luverne will make 
a one-time payment to Mound 
Township of $2,000 for lost 
future tax revenue.

The city has advertised 
for bids for a contractor to 
complete the water and sewer 
improvements north of 131st 
Street. 

The bid opening date 
is set for 1 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 23, and the work is to 
be completed during the 2022 
construction season.

City plans utilities for annexed land for future housing development to north/continued from page 1

The city of Luverne has a utility easement agreement with Randy Mulder (the lot on the far left) 
to allow for utilities to be installed across his property to a potential future 13-lot development 
to the north. The existing site along the north side of 131st Street is farmland consisting of row 
crops. Currently there is no water or sanitary sewer service to the property. 
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Cardinal Girls
Hockey  

STATE BOUND

SECTION 3A CHAMPIONS
2022 STATE TOURNAMENT QUALIFIERS

A PRODUCTION OF THE STAR HERALD & FEATURED ADVERTISERS

'

Roll cards, roll!
Luverne High School girls' hockey team rolls through section 

championship on way to state competition in St. Paul

Luverne hockey girls celebrate after beating New Ulm 3-2 Feb. 15, in the Section 3A Championship 
game in New Ulm. Pictured are (front, from left) Emma Saarloos, Brenn Siebenahler, Mallory 
Nelson, Reghan Bork, Kamryn Van Batavia, Cheyenne Schutz, (second row) Hannah Woodley, 
Payton Behr, Anika Boll, Mallory Von Tersch, (third row) assistant coach Ellen Wenninger, Zariah 
Holmgren, Billi Connell, Macie Edstrom, Ella Apel, coach Tony Sandbulte, (back) Greta McClure, 
assistant coach Matt McClure and manager Morgan Gonnerman. Jennifer Nelson photo/0224 hockey group

By Star Herald staff
The recently complet-

ed 2021-22 girls’ hockey 
season marked the third 
time in a row a Luverne 
High School team quali-
fied for the Section 1A 
state girls’ hockey tourna-
ment.

The third time proved 
to be the Cardinals’ best.

They finished the 
season with a remarkable 
23-5 record.

Coach Tony Sandbulte 
remarked during playoffs 
that his team built their 
own successful momen-
tum one game at a time. 

“It’s been a dream 
season. The girls set 
goals and worked hard 
to achieve those goals 
together,” Sandbulte told 
the Star Herald in Febru-
ary. 

“Winning a section 
championship only made 
it more special.”

The Cardinals, the No. 
2 seed in the section tour-
nament, won in double 
overtime against section 
rival and No. 1 seed New 
Ulm. 

Both teams were listed 
in the Top 20 teams in 
Minnesota, and Luverne 
won the section with a 
final score of 3-2.

That feat alone was a 

by our girls,” Sandbulte 
said. “A lot of people had 
written us off, but every-
one in the locker room 
believed.”

Luverne’s only other 
loss in the regular sea-
son was against Dodge 
County, 2-6, at home on 
Jan. 22.

Taking a 23-3 record 
into the state tourna-
ment was a monumen-
tal achievement by the 
Luverne hockey program.

‘Success 
builds success’

For the first time, both 
the girls’ and boys’ hockey 
teams received a Top 5 
seeding from the Minne-
sota State Hockey Tourna-
ment. 

Luverne had previ-
ously random-drawn 
(non-seated) statuses that 
determined the state tour-

satisfying accomplishment for 
the team and for fans.

The Feb. 15 game in New 
Ulm was the third meeting 

between the Cardinals and the 
Eagles this season.

In the previous two con-
tests, the Eagles outscored the 

Cardinals a combined 13 to 
3. A Cardinals win seemed 
unlikely.

“It was truly a gritty win Road to state/see page 7

“It’s been a dream season.”
— Coach Tony Sandbulte

‘Team first’ 
mentality is 
secret to 
successful 
season for 
girls’ hockey

“We always want 
to be at our best 
at the right time.

When the girls 
enjoy coming 

to practice and 
have fun playing 
hockey, it usually 
shows in the final 

outcome.”

— Head coach 
Tony Sandbulte
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Luverne High School athletic director Todd Oye addresses the student body Tuesday, Feb. 22, during a pep rally to send 
off the girls' hockey team ahead of their state appearance that week. Oye congratulated the team members on their victory 
and snapping Luverne's nine-game losing streak to New Ulm in section finals.The hockey players are pictured with gift bags 
prepared by the 12U girls' hockey team players ahead of their trip to St. Paul.

Good luck at state hockey playoffs, girls. We support you
Jennifer Nelson photo/0310 hockey tab
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From the sidelines
Star Herald hockey stringer Matt Lais reflects on role as the 'Voice of the Cardinals' writing 
about games for the paper during the successful 2021-22 girls' high school hockey season

As the Star Herald 
continues to search for 

a full-time sportswriter and 
photographer, talented local 
contributing writers and pho-
tographers have stepped in to 
cover high school competitions.

Lifelong Luverne resident 
and former hockey player Matt 
Lais agreed to tackle girls’ and 
boys’ hockey coverage for the 
2021-22 season. 

He shares his thoughts here 
about what that work has been 
like as the Luverne girls’ hockey 
season stretched into playoffs 
and eventually to state competi-
tion. 

You agreed to the job 
for certain reasons; 
has it been what you 
expected or hoped for?

It has been a really fun 
experience and definitely a lot 
more work than I envisioned, 
having weeks of three games 
each for the boys’ and girls’ 
teams. 

It takes a lot of time watch-
ing game tape, going to the 
games when I can, just to put a 
report together for each game. 

Add that time to balanc-
ing my own work and kids’ 
schedules and it was definitely a 
challenge.  

 
What surprised you? 

What have you learned?
What surprised me the most 

is deadlines, how they creep up on 
you. At the beginning of the week 
you look at the upcoming week 
and feel comfortable about it, but 

then by Sunday you’re like, “I need 
to get these to Lori.” 

What was the most 
challenging thing about it?

The biggest challenge was bal-
ancing how much time to put into 

each report, considering the 50-
plus games played by the girls and 
boys, and typically a game takes 
three hours. 

Add the three hours of view-

Matt Lais, pictured with his daughter, Addisyn, has 
balanced writing Luverne hockey stories for the Star 
Herald with his work life, family life and hockey children.

"It was very satisfying. 
I got to see a different 

approach to sports that I had 
never seen. When I graduated 

high school, I thought being 
a sports reporter in a big city 
following professional teams 

from day to day would be 
so cool. Even though I chose 
a different career, I feel like 
I crossed something off my 

bucket list by getting the 
chance to do this."

— Matt Lais
Star Herald sports stringer 

for Luverne hockey

From the sidelines/see page 14
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Community sends off 
Cardinal girls' hockey team 
with escorted chartered bus

The Luverne High School girls' hockey team leaves town Tues-
day, Feb. 22, on a chartered bus escorted by Luverne fire trucks, 
one of them driven by Luverne fire chief David Van Batavia, 
father of Luverne standout hockey player, Kamryn Van Bata-
via. The escorted departure followed a schoolwide pep rally in 
the district's performing arts center where varsity players were 
introduced one at a time and received parting gifts.

Good luck, Cards! Safe travels
Mavis Fodness photo/0310 hockey tab

Jennifer Nelson photo/0310 hockey tab
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Go Big Red!
Pictured at right, members of the Luverne High 
School pep band, under the direction of James 
Jarvie, keep the Cardinal fans inspired in the Xcel 
Energy Center in St. Paul during the state hockey 
playoffs. Below, red and white apparel dots the 
seating section where Luverne Cardinal fans 
cheer for their home team.

Star Herald photos by 
Canaan Petersen, 

imagesbycd//0310 hockey tab 
crowds and band
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nament’s opening matchups.
The Cardinals first made it to 

the state tournament six years ago.
“I’ve chatted with some girls 

from our first team making the 
tournament in 2016,” Sandbulte 
said. 

“And I told them, ‘See what you 
started?’ Success builds success.”

He said that success starts and 
ends with the team.

“We always focus on having 
a team-first mentality. When ev-
eryone is working for the greater 
good of the team, good things 
tend to happen.”

And that, he said, takes focus 
and hard work between competi-
tions.

“We always want to be at our 
best at the right time,” Sandbulte 
said

“When the girls enjoy coming 
to practice and have fun playing 
hockey, it usually shows in the 
final outcome.”

Leaders on the ice
Individually several Cardinals 

achieved significant milestones 
this season.

At the section championship, 
senior goalie Cheyenne Schutz 

had the best game of her career 
with 49 saves.

She ended the season with 
a 21-5 record with a 91-percent 
save percentage. 

According to the Minnesota 
Girls’ Hockey Hub, Schutz is 
tied for sixth in the state for her 
winning record and is 52nd in the 

Star Herald photos by Canaan Petersen, imagesbycd//0310 hockey tab

Luverne Cardinals take to the ice at the start of the Minnesota State High School Girls' Hockey Playoffs on 
Feb.23 in the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul. From left are Zariah Holmgren, Kamryn Van Batavia, Billi Con-
nell, Macie Edstrom, Hannah Woodley, Cheyenne Schutz, Brenn Siebenahler and Emma Saarloos.

Cardinal girls' hockey season 'Road to State'/continued from page 1

Road to state/see page 8
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state for her save percentage.
Team captain Reghan Bork scored 

her 100th goal of her high school ca-
reer.

The senior forward was also state-
ranked for her play this season.

Bork is second in assists (47), 12th 
in goals (39) and tied for fifth in points 
(86), according to the Minnesota Girls’ 
Hockey Hub.

Leading the state in goals and 
points is junior and assistant team 
captain Kamryn Van Batavia, who has 
committed to play D1 college hockey at 
Minnesota State University, Mankato. 

She scored her 200th career goal 
on Jan. 9, marking a rare milestone, 
and she led the state in scoring this 
season.

Van Batavia had 83 goals this 
season and 127 points (a combination 
of goals and assists). She ranked third 
behind Bork in assists (44).

She told the Star Herald, “It has 
been really exciting, and I really en-
joyed seeing all the support from my 
coaches, teammates, family and fans. 

“When I think about our success 
this year, I relate it to a practice goal 
we have set for our team: ‘Practice at 
a high tempo, play at an even higher 
tempo.’ We go hard at practice and 
stay humble, and it’s starting to pay 
off.”

The future of Luverne girls’ hockey 
is looking bright. 

Cardinal girls' 
hockey season 
'Road to State'/
continued from p. 7

Luverne junior standout Kamryn Van Batavia looks for a pass opportunity during the Cardinals' game with 
South St. Paul during the first round of playoffs in the Xcel Energy Center Thursday, Feb. 24. Van Batavia 
is the state's leading scorer with 83 goals this season. That's head and shoulders above the rest of the 
state with the second-leading scorer at 54. She's third in the state for the number of assists — 44 this sea-
son, right behind teammate Reghan Bork, who is second in the state for assists at 47. Van Batavia leads 
the state in points at 127, which is a total of goals and assists.    Canaan Petersenimagesbycd//0310 hockey tab

Freshman Peyton Behr is tied 
for eighth in the state in assists (40) 
and tied for 17th in points (62).

In wrapping up his thoughts on 

the recently completed season, 
Coach Sandbulte reflected on 
an important element that led 
to the team’s success.

“The team would just like to 
thank the community for all the 
support throughout the season,” he 
said. “We’ll try it again next year.”

“When I think about our success this year, I relate it to a practice goal we 
have set for our team: ‘Practice at a high tempo, play at an even higher 

tempo.’ We go hard at practice and stay humble, and it’s starting to pay off.”

– Kamryn Van Batavia, Luverne High School junior
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Luverne Middle School students (at right) joined the cheering section Feb. 23-24 
in St. Paul to support the Cardinal girls' hockey team in state playoffs. They are 
(from left) Landyn Lais, Brody Goembel, Blake Sauer, Treven Bell (middle back), 
Maddux Domagala (lower front), Josh Hansen and Brady Palaschak-Smeins 

Go 
Cards!

imagesbycd//0310 hockey tab
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Star Herald photos by Canaan Petersen, imagesbycd//0310 hockey tab

Luverne senior goalie Cheyenne Schutz makes one of her 38 saves in the Cardinals' game with South St. 
Paul during the first round of playoffs in the Xcel Energy Center Feb. 23. Shots on goal for the third period 
were 13-4 in favor of the Packers. Total shots on goal for the game were 41-21 in favor of South St. Paul.

The Star Herald reached 
out to all the seniors on 

the Luverne girls’ hockey team 
about their reflections on their 
high school hockey careers and 
the success of their team. 

Here’s what senior player 
Brenn Siebenahler shared in re-
sponse to questions:

What’s been the most 
remarkable thing about 
your successful season 
and your trip to the state 
playoffs?

The most remarkable thing 
about our season was definitely 
beating New Ulm, since the 
Luverne girls’ hockey team has 
only ever won against them three 
times in the history of the team. 

What do you attribute 
your success to and the 
success of the team?

I had a lot of faith in our team, 
and I was always trying to pump 
our girls up as much as I could 
before every game.

As an outgoing senior 
player, what advice would 
you have to your younger 
teammates coming up 
through the ranks?

Soak it all up! All the years on 
the team goes so fast! 

Once it’s over you will miss 
it a lot more than you think you 
would. Always try to have fun.  

Senior Cardinal Brenn Siebenahler reflects on season, shares advice
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Star Herald photos by Canaan Petersen, imagesbycd//0310 hockey tab

Luverne senior forward Reghan Bork looks for a path to the net during the Cardinals' game with 
South St. Paul during the first round of playoffs in the Xcel Energy Center Thursday, Feb. 24.

The Star Herald reached out 
to all the seniors on the 

Luverne girls’ hockey team about 
their reflections on their high school 
hockey careers and the success of 
their team. 

Here’s what senior player 
Reghan Bork shared in response to 
questions:

What’s been the most re-
markable thing about your 
successful season and your 
trip to the state playoffs?

The most remarkable thing 
about our successful season truly 
was beating New Ulm at New Ulm 
to win the section championship. 

We had lost to them two times 
prior in the season and to come off 
of those two losses and pull through 
with a win was truly something 
special. 

Going back to the state tourna-
ment for the third year in a row was 
a dream come true and something 
that’ll stick with me forever.

What do you attribute your 
success to and the success 
of the team?

I attribute my success in hockey 
to the 13 years I’ve dedicated myself 
to the sport. I’ve done multiple 
camps and tournaments, been part 
of many teams, and have shot lots of 
pucks. 

Success only happens when 
you put the time in, and our team 
definitely puts intime and hard 
work in during the off season and 

in season. My team and I are also 
very successful due to our strong 
coaching staff and there passion 
for the sport. 

As an outgoing senior 
player, what advice would 
you have to your younger 

teammates coming up 
through the ranks?

Being the captain of such a 
passionate and successful team 
is truly something special. 

My advice to any younger 
player is to be a leader no mat-
ter what your age is, give 110 
percent every day, and have 

fun. 
The last and most impor-

tant piece of advice I would 
give is skate every game like 
it’s your last because your last 
comes so quick. 

Take pride in wearing the 
Luverne jersey. It’s truly an 
honor.  
 

Senior Cardinal Reghan Bork reflects on season, shares advice
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Score!!!
Luverne girls' hockey players celebrate after scor-
ing their only goal in the game against South St. 
Paul during the first round of playoffs in the Xcel 
Energy Center Wednesday, Feb. 23. The Cardi-
nals lost to the Packers 3-1. Total shots on goal for 
the game were 41-21 in favor of South St. Paul. 
Luverne senior goalie Cheyenne Schutz made 38 
saves in the loss. 

The Cardinals went on to face the River Lakes 
Stars in the consolation bracket Feb. 24 when the 
Luverne team lost 4-2. Total shots for the game 
were 38-36 in favor of the Stars.

Star Herald photos by 
Canaan Petersen, 
imagesbycd//0310 hockey 
tab team celebrates
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ing or attendance time, 
plus a report, I would have 
five (hours) wrapped up 
into these stories, and most 
weeks you had anywhere 
from three to six games. 

I would get to as many 
games as my life would 
allow, and I watched a lot on-
line, thanks to streaming ser-
vices that are in almost every 
hockey rink in our area.  

The Star Herald staff 
heard from readers 
that they appreciated 
your hockey coverage; 
did you get 
reader feedback?

I did get some good feed-
back from people, and that 
made the work worthwhile. 
A few of my favorites were 
from Tami Bergman, Coach 
Sandbulte, and Susie Van 
Batavia. 

Anyone who knows Susie 
knows she has been around 
hockey for as long as I can 
remember, and for her to 
send a nice thank-you card 

meant a lot. 

Despite the late-night 
writing and deadlines, 
did you discover any re-
wards? What was satis-
fying about the work?

It was very satisfying. I 
got to see a different ap-
proach to sports that I had 
never seen. When I gradu-
ated high school, I thought 
being a sports reporter in 
a big city following profes-
sional teams from day to day 
would be so cool. 

Even though I chose a 

From the sidelines — sports stringer reflects on covering hockey/from p. 4

different career, I feel like 
I crossed something off my 
bucket list by getting the 
chance to do this. 

Do you have additional 
thoughts or observa-
tions about sports 
writing for the Cardinal 
hockey season? 

I truly bleed Luverne 
hockey. All in all, this was a 
fun experience. 

I have been around 
Luverne hockey almost my 
whole life. 

I think back to how I 

started hockey and it was 
the Connell family that got 
me started. 

Growing up with Tim 
and Connie as neighbors, 
I was always playing street 
hockey with their boys, Pat 
and Pete, along with John 
Paquette, Ben Nelson and 
others. 

After playing hockey for 
so many years, I was able to 
get into coaching in 1999. 
I was lucky enough to be 
a part of coaching for the 
Luverne boys’ first section 
championship. 

I have also coached my 
14-year-old son most of his 
life growing up and have 
been very lucky to have 
coached a lot of the kids on 
the boys’ high school roster. 

I have spent a lot of 
years on the bench with 
lifelong friends, such as 
Nick Domagala and Tony 
Sandbulte. 

I think of my time with 
hockey as a “Circle of Life,” 
from how it started to how it 
finished. 

I have played and 
coached all these years and 
thought I had seen almost 
everything hockey had to of-
fer, but after all those years, 
I’m sitting here writing 
stories for the high school 
teams. 

It’s pretty cool when 
I think of the last 30-plus 
years of my life to have 
known so many die-hard 
hockey people who were 
instrumental in building 
the hockey program that we 
have today in Luverne.

"I have played and coached all these years and 
thought I had seen almost everything hockey 

had to offer, but after all those years, 
I’m sitting here writing stories for the 

high school teams. 
It’s pretty cool when I think of the last 30-plus 

years of my life to have known so many 
die-hard hockey people who were instrumental in building 

the hockey program that we have today in Luverne."

Matt Lais
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Pictured below, Luverne senior Billi 
Connell battles for control of the 
puck during the Cardinals' game 
with South St. Paul during the first 
round of playoffs in the Xcel Energy 
Center Wednesday, Feb. 23.

Star Herald photos by Canaan Petersen, imagesbycd//0310 hockey tab

Luverne senior Payton Behr takes a shot that sets up her teammate 
Kamryn Van Batavia to score in the first round of state playoffs in the 
Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul Feb. 23. It would be Luverne's only 
goal in a hard-fought 3-1 loss to the South St. Paul Packers.

Senior 
leadership
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Congratulations

Cardinals!
Section 3A ChampionsSection 3A Champions

State Tournament QualifiersState Tournament Qualifiers

We're proud to support Luverne High School 
activities and to be a part of this 

winning community!

Team members pictured are (front, from left) Emma Saarloos, Brenn Siebenahler, Mallory Nelson, Reghan Bork, Kamryn Van Batavia, Cheyenne Schutz, 
(second row) Hannah Woodley, Payton Behr, Anika Boll, Mallory Von Tersch, (third row) assistant coach Ellen Wenninger, Zariah Holmgren, Billi Con-
nell, Macie Edstrom, Ella Apel, coach Tony Sandbulte, (back) Greta McClure, assistant coach Matt McClure and manager Morgan Gonnerman.

205 E. Warren St.
Luverne MN 56156

507-283-4429
facebook.com/sunshinefoodsLuverne
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