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Kennecke to
bring story of
‘Emily’s Hope’
to Luverne

Grieving mother
warns of opiod
dangers; urges
end to stigma, help
for those addicted

By Lori Sorenson

Sioux Falls news anchor An-
gela Kennecke is turning heart-
break into action by telling the
story of her daughter, Emily, who
died at age 21 from fentanyl-laced
heroin in 2018.

Kennecke started the non-
profit, Emily’s Hope, to help
people struggling with addiction
get help. She’s bringing her mes-
sage to Luverne Monday night,
Feb. 28.

The local LuviLuvAll Brain
Health group and local sponsors
arranged for the event, which
starts at 7 p.m. in the Perform-
ing Arts Center of Luverne Public
Schools.

Kennecke calls attention to
addiction as a disease of the brain,
and she sheds light on the toll
the opioid epidemic is taking on
families and communities.

Despite her personal loss, she
said Emily’s story is worth telling
in order to increase awareness,
promote prevention and end
stigma.

“I have to psych myself up to
tell Emily’s story again and again
because it takes me right back to
the moment I lost her and the
intense pain,” Kennecke said
Monday.

“I continue to tell her story
because it is truly a way for me
to turn heartbreak into action. I
know that people have sought
help after hearing Emily’s story. I
also know it enables people who
are struggling to feel less alone.
Plus, if just one kid stays away
from drugs after hearing Emily’s
story, it is worth it to me.”

She said a student in Michi-
gan approached her after a
speaking engagement to say she
attempted suicide a year earlier.

“After hearing my talk, she
truly understood the pain her
mother would have experienced
by losing her and she told me she
never wanted to hurt her mom in
that way,” Kennecke said.

“There are direct and indirect
benefits from me sharing Emily’s
story. My daughter’s death was

‘Emily’s Hope’/see page 3A

Volunteers work on 2022 county fair
Funds needed to support extras, like ‘Donkey Ball’ celebrity races

By Lori Sorenson

Get Hooked Ice Fishing Derby draws
big crowds, big fish, big smiles

The Seventh Annual Get Hooked Ice Fishing Derby Saturday drew 155
registered youth and 150 adults from 53 different zip codes to The Lake in
Luverne where anglers snagged nearly 135 pounds of fish in the tourna-
ment. Josh DePyper caught the largest fish among adults, lvan Petersen
caught the largest fish (a 52-ounce bass) among the youth, and Tyson

Uithoven caught the largest game fish.

(Lori Sorenson photos)

The Tieslers (above, from left) Matt, Kayla, Dorothy and Jacob from Beaver Creek shelter against the elements in their portable fish house
Saturday. In the center photo, Gavin Smidt (left) and Cody Raddle brave the conditions outdoors. At right, Colin Schoneman brings in a bass
to be weighed on shore. Below left, volunteer Chris Nath weighs a bucket fish brought in by Jesse Petersen — 20 in all weighing 66.6 ounces.
Below, these Edgerton girls (from left) Kya Post, Payten Dale-Lingen, Lilly Mertens and Kimber Wiekeraad enjoy skating (and falling) on the ice.

The Rock County Fair is more than five
months away, but local fair board members are
working now to make sure they can pay for all the

fair offerings this summer.

Letters went out this week seeking support for
the 2022 lineup of fairground attractions.
“Because of the increased costs of entertain-
ment, we are asking for your help to continue to
offer items for free or at a minimal cost,” the letter
states. “With your sponsorship dollars, we will be

able to continually improve the fair.”

According to Fair Board vice president Lee
Sells, there’s money set aside for projects, repairs
and structures on the grounds, but the budget

relies on sponsorship dollars to support the “extras”
on the fairgrounds.

“Every dollar helps to make the fair what it is,”
Sells said. “We’re able to bring in new things each
year because of the support the community gives us.”

For example, the Wednesday night grandstand
event is a free meal and Dairyland Donkey Ball, with

“celebrity” donkey races beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Local teams of businesses, government offices,
organizations or private groups are encouraged to
sign up for the “race,” which consists of staying on
the donkey as long as possible as it travels a portion
of the dirt track.

Rock County Fair fundraising/see page 2A

Hagedorn dies from cancer

Special election Aug. 9 to fill vacancy
in First Congressional District

By Mavis Fodness

A special election Aug. 9 will
determine who will fill out the
remaining term of Congressman
Jim Hagedorn, who died Feb. 17
of kidney cancer.

Rock County is part of Minne-
sota’s First Congressional District,
which extends across southern
Minnesota from Rock County to
Houston County.

Secretary of State Steve Simon
issued a press release Friday.

“I want to offer my condolences
to the family and friends of Con-
gressman Hagedorn. He served the
people of his district with admi-
rable passion. May his memory be
a blessing,” the release stated.

“His passing created a vacancy
in the office of U.S. Representative
for the First Congressional Dis-
trict, which by law will be filled by
special election.”

Hagedorn dies/see page 2A
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Meetings

Springwater Township Board will meet at 7
p.m. Tuesday, March 1, at the township hall.

Blue Mound Quilters will meet at 6 p.m. Mon-
day, March 7, at the Rock County Library. Exchange
Day — books, fabric, etc. — and Show and Tell fol-
lowing the meeting.

Beaver Creek Township Board will meet at
7:30 p.m. Monday, March 7, in the township hall.

Parkinson’s support group will meet at 2
p.m. Monday, March 7, at Poplar Creek Care Center
for a speaker on physical therapy. Masks are re-
quired. Call Diane Karlstad, 507-530-3307, for more
information.

FFA breakfast set for Feb. 25

The Luverne-Adrian FFA Chapter is planning
a community appreciation pancake breakfast from
6:30 to 8:30 a.m. Friday, Feb. 25, at the American
Reformed Church.

Community meal is Feb. 23

The Free Community Meal will be at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 23, at the Luverne United Method-
ist Church, 109 N. Freeman Ave. A pick-up option is
available. Contact the church office at 507-283-4529.

Blood drive Feb. 22 in Luverne
The American Red Cross will conduct a blood

drive from noon to 6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 22, in

the Living Rock Church fellowship hall. NOTE the

new location. To schedule an appointment call

1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit Red-

CrossBlood.org and enter: LuverneMN.

Mobile dental clinics scheduled
Mobile dental clinics will be in Luverne Wednes-
days, March 9 and April 6 and Thursday, April 7, at
the Rock County Health and Human Services com-
munity room.
These clinics provide dental care for adults
and children ages infant through age 17. Call 612-
746-1530 to schedule an appointment. All forms of
insurance accepted. The clinics are organized by the
#LuviLuvAll initiative, Rock County Oral Health
Task Force.

Rock Ranch tack swap March 5

A tack swap benefit is planned from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Saturday, March 5, at Rock Ranch near Hills.
Organizers are seeking individuals interested in
selling horse-related items or sharing business or
service information by reserving a booth.

The event is a fundraiser for two area 4-H fami-
lies: Mark and Lisa Ehlers of Luverne and Wyatt and
the late Tanya Fey of Woodstock. Call Kris Vander-
brink at 507-350-9209 to reserve a booth.

Winter Carnival set for March 5

Luverne Music Boosters Winter Carnival, which
was scheduled for Jan. 22, is tentatively rescheduled
for Saturday, March 5.

Community Ed

Call Cindy at Luverne Community Education,
507-283-4724, to register for classes. Community
Ed’s website is www.isd2184.net, select Luverne
Community Education under schools.

Register by Feb. 25 for Footloose at the
Chanhassen Dinner Theatre on March 26. Fee
is $115/person for this chartered bus trip.

Family Game Time for kindergarten through
Grade 12 is Feb. 24 at the Library. Fee is $10 per
family.

Weight Lifting Intro will have class instructor
Courtney DeBoer introduce various entry/moderate
level lifts and exercises along with proper technique.
Class is Thursday, Feb. 24, and conducted in the
new middle-high school weight room. Cost is $10.

Students in grades 5 — 8 that are interested in
acting or working behind the scenes can sign up for
Intro to Theatre on Feb. 24. $12.

Ambulance Tour & CPR Class is Feb. 28.
Hands-only CPR training will also be taught during
class. Fee is $5.

ADVERTISE TODAY

Call Rick 507-283-2333
email sales@star-herald.com

Speech team returns to Marshall, places third
Two LHS students qualify for national tournament

By Mavis Fodness

Twelve Luverne stu-
dents competed in the mini
spectacular Saturday at
Marshall High School — a
first for LHS students.

“We never attended
since it is usually in Janu-
ary,” co-coach Caroline
Thorson said. “Ten of the 12
from our team made it into
finals.”

The Luverne speech
team placed third overall.

Students competed in
three rounds before com-
peting in the final round.
Top six finishers included:

«Discussion: Burke
Johnson, first.

«Creative expression:
Brianna Kinsinger, third.
eExtemporaneous
speaking: Chance Tunnis-
sen, first; Zander Carbon-
neau, second.
«Great speeches: Rylee
Anderson, fifth.
«Humorous interpreta-
tion: Luke Thorson, first.
«Informative speaking:
Jessika Tunnissen, fourth;
Lizzy Mulder, sixth.
«Poetry: Mia Wenzel,
first; Alex Perkins, fifth.
Seniors Luke Thorson
and Chance Tunnissen

Ten Luverne High School speech team members finished in the top six Saturday at the mini
spectacular at Marshal High School. Pictured in front (from left) includes Jessika Tunnissen,
Brianna Kinsinger, (second row) Lizzy Mulder, Mia Wenzel, Alex Perkins, Burke Johnson,
(back) Zander Carbonneau, Luke Thorson, Rylee Anderson and Chance Tunnissen.

qualified for the National
Individual Events Tour-
nament of Champions.
They are the first Luverne
students to receive a bid for

Star Herald file photo

U.S. Rep. Jim Hagedorn talks with visitors in Luverne during
a January 2020 town hall meeting at Grand Prairie Events.

Hagedorn dies/from page 1A

The governor’s office
announced Tuesday the
start of the two-week filing
period begins March 1 and
will close March 15. Filing
take place with the Secre-
tary of State office.

A special primary for
the Dist. 1 Congressional
seat will be May 24. Early
voting begins April 8.

The special election on
Aug. 9 coincides with the
statewide primary election.
Absentee voting will begin
June 24.

The winner of the
special election will serve
Hagedorn’s remaining term,
set to expire in January
2023.

Winner of the Novem-
ber general election will
serve a two-year term be-
ginning in January 2023.

Hagedorn was first
elected to the U.S. repre-

sentative seat in 2018. He
revealed a year later his
diagnosis of advanced
kidney cancer. He was re-
elected to the two-year seat
in 2020, with 64 percent of
Rock County voters sup-
porting Hagedorn.
Minnesota Sen. Amy
Klobuchar also released a
statement Friday.

“I'm saddened to hear
about the passing of Rep.
Hagedorn. He was a fighter
for his constituents and a
friend to so many including
me,” she stated.

“Through his battle
against cancer, he showed
a level of determination
that should inspire us all.
My condolence to (spouse)
Jennifer (Carnahan) and all
his family.”

Hagedorn grew up in
rural Truman and made his
home in Blue Earth.

the national event in May.
“This meet constituted as
a qualifier for the NIETOC,”
Thorson said. “Competitors
need to receive two bids

throughout their season

to qualify for participation.
We have never sent anyone
to this national competi-
tion before.”

Fair fundraising/from page 1A

“It’s a hoot,” Sells said.
“It’s really fun to watch.”

Returning grandstand
favorites are the GSP
Tractor Pull on Thursday
night, July 28, a County
Fair Rib Cook-off and
free band, “Undercover,”
are Friday night, and the
Enduros close out the
grandstand lineup Satur-
day night.

Free events (thanks
to sponsorships) on the
fairgrounds this year
include the return of
pirate impersonator Jack
Sparrow, 5R Alpacas, the
Wizard of Oz show, a
Green Earth Players skit,
the Ag Adventure Barn, a
glassblower, Kent’s Family
Circus, Great Lakes Log
Show and more.

Live musicians in-
clude the Barn Flies Band,
Prairie Home Rebellion
Band, Mogen’s Heroes
and others.

All these attractions
cost money, and sponsors
and donors play an impor-
tant role in funding them,
Sells said.

“We are very grate-
ful for the support we've
received from the commu-
nity,” he said.

The four-day event
also relies on an army of
volunteers.

“We have a huge board
that puts in a lot of time
in the off season,” he said.

“There are over 30 board
members who work to
make sure the fair is what
itis.”

According to Fair

Board treasurer Bob
Remme, there will be
something for all ages this
year and he hopes fairgo-
ers attend all four days July
27-30.

“Each year the board
tries to find and bring in
different items to make the
Rock County Fair a great
family tradition,” Remme
said.

“Besides the carnival
rides and great fair food,
there will be so many other
items to truly see or take
partin.”

Remme said it’s hard
work to raise money and
organize the fair each year,
but it’s always worth it in
the end.

“To see the grounds
packed and people walking
around, laughing, smiling
and having a good time on
a beautiful summer night
with family and friends is
so rewarding,” he said.

Sponsors at the $250,
$500, $750 and $1,000
levels will get special rec-
ognition at the fair and in
the announcer. Sells and
Remme can be reached at
507-220-1725 and 507-220-
0177, respectively.

Direct donations to
support local fair efforts
can be mailed to the Rock
County Ag Society at PO
Box 623, Luverne, MN
56156. Donation forms are
available at the Luverne
Area Community Founda-
tion office.

For updates, follow
the “Rock County Fair” on
Facebook.



Kennecke/from page 1A

senseless, and I am trying
to make sense of it by shar-
ing it with others in hopes
that it makes a difference.”

She said she has spoken
to dozens of audiences
across the region and the
nation, including 5,000
high school students at
the Dolby Theater in Los
Angeles for the Drug En-
forcement Administration’s
Opioid Awareness Youth
Summit.

“Even then, you can tell
that kids are affected by
Emily’s story,” Kennecke
said. “They can relate to
her, and they don’t think
death is really possible for
someone like Emily. T know
Emily’s life and how she
died are making a huge dif-
ference and saving lives.”

She said an impor-
tant message she hopes to
convey Monday night is that
deadly fentanyl is in all of
the illegal drug supply.

“So, any use — even
experimental use, is playing
Russian roulette,” Ken-
necke said. “The minuscule
amount of fentanyl that it
takes to kill someone is ter-
rifying.”

Also, she said the age
of a person who first uses a
mind-altering substance is
important to consider.

“The younger you are
when first trying something
like weed or alcohol, the
greater your risk of addic-
tion,” she said.

Meanwhile, she said her
charity, Emily’s Hope, is
starting to have an impact.

“We’ve helped more
than 150 people go through
treatment, and we are
now helping fund partial
treatment scholarships for
adolescents who suffer from
substance use disorder,”
Kennecke said.

“So, any use — even
experimental use, is
playing Russian rou-
lette. The minuscule
amount of fentanyl
that it takes to kill

someone is terrifying.”

— Angela Kennecke

“Emily’s Hope is also
developing a prevention
education curriculum for
the elementary school level
to help kids understand
what happens to their
brains on substances.”

While her message is
geared for young people,
she said she hopes to reach
the community at large.

“Monday night’s
program is for everyone,
because all of our lives are
touched by addiction in
some way, whether it be a
family member, friend or
co-worker,” Kennecke said.

“The audience will gain
a better understanding of
substance use disorder
through Emily’s story and
what we can all do to try to
end this overdose epi-
demic.”

Livestream locations
for Kennecke’s talk will be
at the Worthington Memo-
rial Auditorium and the
Minnesota West Pipestone
Campus.

Questions can be
directed to 507.227.1978 or
612.220.2904.

LuviLuvAll and the
Southwest Minnesota Op-
portunity Council orga-
nizing the event through
the Health Resources and
Services Administration’s
Rural Communities Opioid
Response Program.

USDA funding available to
help low-income individuals,
families buy or repair homes

USDA Rural De-
velopment has funding
availabile for very low- and
low-income individuals
and families seeking to
purchase or repair a home
in a rural area.

The Direct Home Loan
program offers financing
to qualified very low- and
low-income applicants that
are unable to qualify for
traditional financing. No
down payment is required,
and the interest rate could
be as low as one percent
with a subsidy.

Applicants must meet
income and credit guide-
lines and demonstrate
repayment ability. The pro-
gram is available in rural
communities of generally
35,000 people or less.

The maximum loan
amount is $20,000 at a
one-percent interest rate,
repayable for a 20-year
term and can be used to
improve or modernize
homes and do essential
repairs. Grants of up
to $7,500 are available
to homeowners 62 and

older and must be used to
remove health or safety
hazards, such as fixing a
leaking roof, installing in-
door plumbing, or replacing
a furnace.

Time is limited to re-
ceive funds for the current
fiscal year.

In southwest Minneso-
ta the USDA Rural Develop-
ment Housing Specialists
are located in Marshall and
Worthington.

For Marshall call
507-537-1401 ext. 4. In
Worthington the number is
507-372-7783 ext. 4

USDA Rural Develop-
ment loans and grants
provide assistance that
supports infrastructure
improvements; business
development; housing;
community services such as
schools, public safety and
health care; and high-speed
internet access in rural
areas.

For more information,
visit www.rd.usda.gov/mn.

USDA is an equal op-
portunity provider, employ-
er, and lender.
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Children’s author Julia Cook talked to each of the grade levels at Luverne Elementary School on Wednesday, Feb. 16,
in the school performing arts center. The afternoon session spent on secrets to good writing.

Visiting author offers Luverne
students more than writing tips

By Mavis Fodness

Visiting children’s book au-
thor Julia Cook connected with
Luverne elementary students
Wednesday, Feb. 16, in the per-
forming arts center.

With her two chihuahuas
named Tommi and Kirby, she
offered once-you're-out-of-high-
school advice.

“You don’t have to like to write
but if you know how to do it right,
you’ll go a long way,” she said.

“Writing is the hardest thing
to teach and writing is the hardest
thing to learn.”

Cook said learning to write is
like making a peanut butter and
jelly sandwich. The two slices of
bread the beginning and end of
the story, and the flavor layers in
the middle can be as thick as the
writer desires.

“You have the bread, the begin-
ning, then the middle, middle,
middle, middle and bread for the
end,” she said.

Cook said she begins writing
by identifying “where, when, who,
how, what and why” with descrip-
tions of smells, tastes, sounds, feel
and feelings.

With that information, she
begins making the sandwich.

Cook has authored 137 chil-
dren’s books since 2006.

The Fremont, Nebraska-
based author is a former math
teacher and became an elementary
school counselor who often used
children’s books to enhance her
classroom lessons.

With the kindergarten and
first-grade students she used her
dogs to demonstrate how strang-
ers use the animals to lure chil-
dren away from their families.

Mavis Fodness photos/Author Julia Cook

Nebraska author Julia Cook talks to her two chihuahua dogs, Tommi and Kirby,
Wednesday afternoon, Feb. 16, in the Luverne schools’ performing arts center
with elementary students in the audience. Cook’s shirt, which reads, “Nice is
the New Cool,” was purchased at a downtown business and fit into her focus of
showing young readers how to be lifelong problem solvers.

The simple “stranger danger”
message prompts a better under-
standing of often hard to explain
social-emotional topics.

Student mental health has
been a focus at Luverne Elementa-
ry since the coronavirus pandemic
began in 2020, said elementary
principal Stacy Gillette, and books
are becoming tools in the class-
room.

“A story is a great way to in-
troduce some of these topics and
sometimes difficult issues to talk
with children about,” Gillette said.

Each elementary teacher
received Cook’s “A Flicker of Hope”

book.

“This book reminds children that
dark clouds can be temporary and
asking for help is always OK,” said
elementary school counselor Marie

Atkinson-Smeins.

“We all have times when we
need to borrow a little hope from
someone else. When your clouds
get too dark and too heavy to push
away, reach out and ask ‘Can I bor-
row some light?’ Everybody needs
somebody, sometimes, to help find
their way.”

Cook’s visit was supported by
the school’s PPIE (Parents, Partners
in Education).

Copies of the 137 children’s books that author Julia
Cookwrote where displayed around the perimeter of the
performing arts stage as elementary students learned
about writing and some special lessons included in
each of Cook’s books.
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OpriniON

Time to
lose weight

Marlene and Darlene return to the
stage at Generations’ new location

You may
remember
actresses
and sisters
Marlene
and Darlene
from Leota,

Minnesota.

(They drive
to Luverne in their Toyota.)

DJ Luethje and I created
the elderly characters who
performed a show, “Marlene
and Darlene Present the Nut-
cracker,” at Luverne’s Palace
Theatre in December of 2018.

It was a fundraiser for the
construction of a new senior
citizens building.

The show raised $15,000
in spite of the fact that Darlene
put out a “suggestion” box
instead of a “donation” box. It
was considered a success.

A lot has changed since
then. A few short weeks after
the fundraiser the Palace
closed, as did the senior center.

Marlene blamed herself.

She spent the next two
years in a Dorito-fueled de-
pression. Her formerly Dutch-
lady clean house filled with
empty Doritos bags, Edgerton
Bakery wrappers and the
used Kleenexes she generated
watching the Hallmark Chan-
nel.

She gained 50 pounds.

Darlene, always spunky
and looking at the bright side
of things, has had enough of
her sister’s dark mood. “Oh, for
Pete’s sake! It was Covid, not
you, that closed the Palace! Go
outside! You’ll feel better.”

Marlene remains unmoved.

At wit’s end, Darlene has
hatched a scheme to get Mar-
lene to join a fitness class at
the senior center, now known

THE
NORTHVIEW

By Brenda Winter, columnist

Will Darlene
be successful?
Will Marlene
ever get out of
her post-Covid
funk, clean up
her house
and lose all
that weight?

as Generations, in the former
Grand Prairie Events.

Will Darlene be success-
ful? Will Marlene ever get out
of her post-Covid funk, clean
up her house and lose all that
weight?

The answer to these ques-
tions will be revealed at 7 p.m.
Thursday, April 28, and at 2
p-m. Sunday, May 1, at Gen-
erations when we bring our
characters back to the stage.

The goal is to raise (anoth-
er) $15,000 for Generations.

Stay tuned for more
information and answers to
additional questions, such as,

“Will the building even be open
on April 28?” “Will George
Bonnema donate a carrot
cake?” and, “Will Marlene fall
off the stage attempting a fit-
ness move?”

I'm just as curious as you
are.

Sen. Weber shares update
as session gets underway

This year’s legislative session
will be about getting Minnesota
back on the right track. My priorill
ties will be to tackle the tax infrall
structure, the state’s education
system, and public safety.

Surplus

With a $7.7 billion surplus in
the Minnesota state budget, there
are a lot of opinions about what to
do with all this extra money.

BeforeIdiscuss what weshould
and should not do with the money,
I would like to briefly discuss the
glaring problem that you probably
noticed yourself — the fact that we
have a $7.7 billion surplus.

Simply put, Minnesota govll
ernment has taxed you too much.
Governor Walz recently proposed
a solution to give a small refund
of $150 to $350, which would only
total around $700 million of the $7.7
billion surplus.

We can do better than that.
First, we need to adjust all our tax
rates, especially the income tax
rate, where we are doing a targeted,
permanent income tax relief to all
families.

Second, we can also eliminate
social security from the state’s inll
come tax with this budget surplus.
You, thetaxpayers, have paidtaxon
the money that went into the social
security program. You should not
have to pay for it again.

Third, we can also pay off the
$1 billion unemployment tax loan
weowethefederal government with

“The new norm’ comes with good surprises

The phrase “the new norm”
has gained popularity since the
pandemic starts to wind-down.

Personally, I am not a fan of
most of the new norms. Maybe
over time I'll start to warm up to
people working from home or a
new supply shortage of the week.

I really struggle with going to
the store, any store for that mat-
ter, and not always finding what I
went there for.

I was killing time before a
grandson’s basketball at a Run-
nings store in Windom last week.
I was meandering down the aisle
when I found myself in the spray
paint section.

The shelf was darn near emp-
ty. Not just one color was missing,
but the entire section was bare.

I asked the clerk what was
up with the spray paint section?
She replied that she really didn’t
know, but it’s probably like every-
thing else — we never really know
what will or won’t show up on the
delivery truck.

For WHAT IT’s WORTH

So, that took a while to get to
my “new norm” experience.

A little over a week ago our
daughter Emily and her fiancé
Steven celebrated a combination
early and belated 40™ birthday
party for themselves.

They sent out invitations
and hosted a backyard barbeque-
themed party at Big Top Tents
and Events here in Luverne.

The “new norm” thing was
that while nearly all the guests
thought they were coming to a
40™ birthday party, they discov-
ered upon entering the building
it was an indoor backyard bar-
beque-themed surprise wedding.

Only a handful of people who

By Rick Peterson, general manager

were sworn to secrecy knew of
the surprise and they pulled it off.
Guests were completely surprised,
thrilled for the couple and had a
great time.

I am not sure this will re-
ally become the “new norm” for
weddings, but in this case it was
awesome.

Stacey and Jordan Smidt and
their crew at Big Top Tents and
Events were a joy to work with
and did an outstanding job help-
ing us host the event.

Like I mentioned earlier, it’s
taking me some time to warm up
to new norms, but the surprise
wedding idea gets two thumbs up
from me.

GUEST EDITORIAL

By Bill Weber (R-Luverne)
Representing Rock County in Senate District 22

this budget surplus. With this loan
paid off, we will not have to charge
businesses additional unemployl(l
ment tax, thereby reducing the cost
of doing business.

Finally, we can address our
infrastructure issues throughout
our state. With this money, we can
repair many of Minnesota’s aging
roads, bridges, and buildings.

There is also a major need in
our nursing homes and adult care
facilities for help. We must avoid
the closing of more facilities and
we should consider a program to
be of assistance.

Education

The school closures due to Coll
vid have been a terrible experience
for the children and parents. The
school policies enacted during the
pandemic have left many children
behind from Covid learning loss.

To also add to that trouble,
school classrooms in some places
have become a place of political
activism that has cost the children
their education.

Iwill focus on bringing schools
backtothebasics,aplace wherechilll

drenlearn and meet their math and
readingscores.Iamalsocommitted
tobringingincreased transparency
and accountability in schools. This
means parents should know what
theirkidsarebeingtaughtandhave
a say in the students’ education.

Public safety

Every Minnesotan deserves to
live in a safe community. The best
way to ensure this is by supporting
our local law enforcement and givll
ing them the resources they need
to do their job.

With activism in our state that
seeks to disparage our law enforcell
ment officers, we have seen a sigll
nificantuptick incrime. Alongwith
thisuptick in crime, we have seen a
lot of officers quit and retire early.

This antillpolice activism has
discouraged people from applying
tobecomepeaceofficers,and departl
ments across the state have seen a
significantdecreaseinapplications
compared to years before.

We need to support our law enll
forcement and increase their presl
ence on the streets and highways
of Minnesota.

Krueger: Township residents
should attend annual meeting

To the Editor:
Township Day is Tuesday,
March 8

All township residents have
a direct voice and a direct vote
with their local
government. On Tuesday,
March 8, townships will hold
their annual meetings on

“Township Day.” Make sure
to attend to make your voice
heard!

The tradition of a town
meeting has roots in colonial
America. New England
town meetings gave citizens a
way to exercise local authority.
Those meetings
were especially important in
the development of democracy
because it
emphasized problem-solving
through group efforts.

Growing from this historic
background, we are still effec-
tive as

VOICE OF
OUR READERS

‘grassroots government.’ Resi-

dents participate in discussion
and a direct

vote on the tax levy, and many
townships will be electing new
officers.

We encourage every town-
ship resident to attend your
annual meeting — together we’ll
shape the future. Mark your cal-
endar for March 8 and find the
location and time by checking
your local newspaper or con-
tacting your township clerk and
invite your neighbors to the an-
nual meeting on Township Day.

Jeff Krueger,
St. Michael
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Lori Sorenson photo/0224 generations 10,000 gift

Generations receives $10,000 gift from Compeer

Compeer Financial donated $10,000 to Generations Friday to support the remodeling work at Grand Prairie Events, which
will be the new Generations home this spring. Pictured are (from left) Barb Bork, George Bonnema, Carlene Boll, Connie
Frahm, Janet Majerus, Ken Vos, Marlys Nelson, Pat Barnett, Judy Fenske, Roger Henderson, Marion Schneekloth and
Lynette Hoiland. The money will be used to support construction costs associated with retrofitting the prep kitchen at Grand
Prairie to a full kitchen and also for an office for A.C.E of Southwest Minnesota.

ON THE RECORD
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LHS-AHS FFA NEws

Luverne-Adrian FFA attends Ag Bowl

Nine members of the
Luverne-Adrian FFA Chap-

ter traveled to Marshall Feb.

11 for the Southwest Min-
nesota State University Ag
Bowl.

Participating in the ag
sale contest were A.J. Os-
sefoort, Jaden Reisch and
Rydell Uithoven. Ossefoort
tallied the high score for the
team.

Three first-year mem-
bers participated in the Best
Informed GreenHand con-

test. They included Maren
Stegenga, Andrew Kinsinger
and Andrea Luitjens. Ste-
genga had the high score for
the team.

Fish and wildlife contest
participants included Chris
Aning, Harrison Uithoven
and Ryan Vos. Aning posted
the team’s high score.

Stegenga and Andrea
Luitjens entered the small
animal/vet contest. Luitjens
came away with the high
score.

Luverne-Adrian FFA competes at Region 6

Luverne-Adrian FFA’ers
traveled to Tracy High
School Feb. 18 for the Re-
gion 6 career development
events.

Nine Luverne-Adrian
FFA’ers competed in the
event.

The fish and wildlife
team of Ryan Los, Chris An-
ing, Harrison Uithoven and
Layke Miller placed 12th out
of 19 teams. Individually,
Aning posted the team’s

highest score finishing 24th
out of 78 participants.

Andrea Luitjens, Julia
Hoogland, Maren Stegenga,
Morgan Bonnett and Emma
Deutsch comprised the
small animal/vet team,
placing 10th out of 18
teams.

Luitjens finished 28th
individually out of 70 par-
ticipants to lead the team
with Hoogland, 33rd, and
Stegenga, 37th.

With spring coming, houseplants need TLC

Dispatch report
Feb. 11
«Complainanton W. Hat-

ting Street reported a shop-

lifter.

Feb. 12

«Complainanton E. State
Street, Magnolia, filed a tres-
passing complaint.

«Complainant in Lyon
County, Rock Rapids, re-
quested assistance from
another department.

«Complainant on E.
Luverne Street reported a
scam.

Feb. 13

«Complainant east-
bound on Interstate 9o, mile
marker 8.5, Beaver Creek,
reported suspicious activity.

«Complainant on W.
Main Street reported an
assault.

«Complainant on 110t
Avenue, Luverne, reported
smoke coming through vents.

Feb. 14

«Complainant on 10%
Avenue, Garretson, reported
a child locked in vehicle at
location.

«ComplainantonS. Kniss
Avenue reported all locks
were cut off storage units.

«Complainant on 101
Street, Luverne, notified
sheriff of termination of
services.

«Complainant reported
scam calls.

«Complainant at Redbird
Field reported a vehicle left
near snow dump.

«Complainanton E. Main
Street reported a suspicious
person in bank lobby.

Feb. 15

«Complainant on S. Don-
aldson Street reported an
altercation at location.

«Complainant on W. 1%
Street, Hardwick, reported
a break in and theft.

«Complainant on 201

Street, Luverne, reported
suspicious activity.

«Complainant reported
suspicious activity on 1%
Street, Hardwick.

«Complainant on S. Cot-
tage Grove Avenue reported
property damage.

*Feb. 16

«Deputy was out with
vehicle atlocation on County
Road 9, south of County Road
1, Ellsworth.

«Complainant on W.
Bishop Street reported sus-
picious activity.

«Suspicious activity was
reported at location on E.
Main Street.

Feb. 17

«ComplainantonN. Free-
man Avenue reported phone
was stolen.

«Complainanton S. Kniss
Avenue reported suspicious
activity.

«Complainant on E. War-
ren Street reported a noise
complaint at location.

«Complainant on E. War-
ren Street reported distur-
bance at location.

Feb. 18

«Complainant east-
bound on Interstate 9o, Val-
ley Springs, reported debris
on the road.

«Complainant on E. Min-
nesota Avenue, Steen, re-
ported HRO violation.

In addition, officers re-
sponded to 1 motor vehicle
accident, 1 deer accident, 1
vehicle in ditch, 14 ambu-
lance runs, 3 paper services,
6 animal complaints, 2 fin-
gerprint requests, 11 burn
permits, 1 gas drive-off, 2
alarms, 2 drug court tests, 5
purchase and carry permits,
2 stalled vehicles, 10 traffic
stops, 9 abandoned 911 calls,
1 test, 1 welfare check and 3
follow-ups.

January is behind us and that
means we are closer to spring. That is
good news. The days are getting lon-
ger and the sun gives more warmth.

Plants notice that just as much
as we do. So those wonderful houseg-
uests are gearing up to put out some
new growth. That means this is a
good time to repot if they are growing
out of proportion with their current
pot. Generally we recommend mov-
ing to the next size larger pot.

This is also a good time to take
cuttings of plants that you want to
propagate. African violets are a good
illustration. They are propagated
from leaf cuttings.

You cut off a mature leaf stem
and set it in a container with about
one inch of water. Keep the cutting in
the same light setting as it has been
growing in.

It usually takes about four to six
weeks for it to develop roots. At that
time, pot the rooted leaf stem in a
small container and again keep it in
bright light.

KNOW IT AND GROW IT

In six to eight weeks baby violet
plants will peek through the surface
of the potting material, and there
often are several of them. Let them
grow until they are large enough to
handle easily.

Then gently remove the plant
from the growing medium and care-
fully separate the individual plants.
Pot each one individually.

African violets are a bit finicky
about light and water. For best
blooming, they demand bright light
but not direct sun. Water only when
the growing medium is dry on the
surface.

They also bloom best when they
are somewhat root-bound, so don’t

By George Bonnema, Luverne Horticulturalist

be too eager about shifting them to

a larger size pot ... wait until their
growth makes them appear out of
proportion with their pot and then
only shift them to the next size larger
pot.

Too large a pot and keeping the
soil moist will result in a large, ro-
bust plant with no flowers.

So if you have been counting
the weeks of this process, you know
we are talking about three months

... March, April, May ... new plants

growing well but not yet blooming.
However, now that we are having
long hours of daylight, they will have
flower bud development faster than
any other time of the year.
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CoMMuNITY

Luverne FCCLA member Macie Swenson (left) plays princess bingo with
princesses Claire Loosbrock and Gemma Zix, who cover the squares with
marshmallows (which they ate after the game was finished.)

FCCLA students host ‘Pretty Princess Gala’

Story and photos by Mavis Fodness

A special fundraiser last week allowed elementary-aged
students to feel like princesses.

Participants at the Feb. 15 Pretty Princess Gala event
came dressed in gowns and received tiaras to wear at the
event and take home with them.

They made magic wands, had their fingernails painted
and hair styled by Luverne High School students in the lo-
cal Family, Career and Community Leaders chapter.

Adviser Carmen Thompson said 42 preschool- through
third-grade students joined one of two sessions ranging
from 45 minutes to one hour.

FCCLA raised about $400 with the Princess Gala.

“They were excited with how the event went and want to
do it again next year,” Thompson said.

The FCCLA members organized the first-time event
and worked with Luverne Community Education to handle
Pretty Princess Gala’s registration.

The FCCLA members also wore dresses as they helped
the little princesses decorate sugar cookies, play princess
bingo, and drink tea (apple juice) from china cups.

Each participant had an opportunity to be photo-
graphed in Rapunzel’s castle tower.

What is FCCLA?

FCCLA is a student leadership organization that focuses
on youth, peer education and family.

The group empowers high school students to be active
leaders in their families, schools and communities by ad-
dressing personal, family, work and societal issues.

Contact c.thompson@isd2184.net for more information.

MENU

Above left: Each sugar cookie at the Princess Gala received
a generous layer of frosting before sprinkles were applied, as
demonstrated by Presley Vortherms. Above right: Isabella Nolz
colors of a picture of Princess Ariel. Below left: FCCLA member
Bridget Thielbar (left) checks to see if McKinlee Gillette’s nails
are dry before applying another coat of polish. Below right:
Levicy Boyenga poses as Princess Rapunzel in the bell tower
while FCCLA member Janica Oeschle takes a quick picture.

Monday, Feb. 28:
Chef choice entrée, vege-
table, fruit, bread, dessert.

Activities: A.C.E. of
SW MN-Rock Co.: 8:30
a.m. Quilters. 10 a.m. SAIL
class.

Tuesday, March
1: Ham with raisin sauce,
au gratin potatoes, green
beans, dinnerroll, dessert.

Activities: 12:30p.m.
Pinochle; Dominos.

Wednesday,March
2: Roast beef, mashed
potatoes with gravy, Cali-
fornia Normandy, bread,
dessert.

Activities: A.C.E. of
SW MN-Rock Co.: 10 a.m.
SAIL class.

Thursday, March
3: Sausage egg bake, broc-
coli,cinnamon applesauce,
homemade muffin/coffee

cake.

Friday, March 4:
Beef stroganoff with egg
noodles, mixed vegetables,
mandarin oranges, des-
sert.

Half-Price sponsored
by American Reformed
Church.

Activities: A.C.E. of
SW MN-Rock Co.: 10 a.m.
SAIL class.

LSS Dining offers
well-balanced and af-
fordable meals in a com-
munity atmosphere.

Call Lynette Hoiland
at 283-9846 to arrange
to pick up a dinner or for
home-delivered meals.

Gift certificates are
available at the meal site
or online at www.Ilssmn.
org/nutrition.

1902: By-laws adopted
by Breeders Association

The following ap-
peared in The Rock Coun-
ty Herald on Feb. 21,1902.

Breeders Association
Officers Elected and
By-Laws Adopted—
Next Meeting March
15

The meeting of the
Breeders’ association was
held at the court room last
week, when constitution
and by-laws were adopted
and an executive commit-
tee elected.

J.B.Dunnwaselected
vice president and N.
R. Reynolds recorder.
Members of the execu-
tive board were elected
as follows: Kanaranzi
township, Wm. Martin;
Clinton township, James
Fitzgerald; Martin town-
ship, J. R. Wright; Beaver
Creek township, A. B.
Price; Luverne township,
R. E Moreland; Magnolia
township, I. Krimball;
Vienna township, Kittel
Olson; Mound township;
Ira Sanders; Springwater
township, W. P. Noble;
Rose Dell township, Al-
exander Mitchell; Denver
township, E. T. Thorson;
Battle Plain township, not
represented and member
from there will be elected
at the next meeting.

The following section
of the by-laws was re-
garded with more interest
than any other provisions:

Section 5—1It shall be
the duty of the recorder
to provide himself with
a suitable book in which
to record horses, cattle,
sheep, hogs and poultry
which is eligible to or
has been registered in
the various standard or

BITS BY
BETTY

By Betty Mann,
president Rock County
Historical Society

national registers of this

kind. The parties offer-
ing such stock for record

must furnish such proof
of purity as that required

by the rules of the vari-
ous associations and to

the satisfaction of the

recorder; also to pay for

eachentryarecording fee

of 25 cents forhorsesand

cattle and 10 cents each

for sheep, hogs or poul-
try, above fee to include

transfers by sale.

The association had
more than fifty members
atthetime ofthemeeting
last week. The next meet-
ing will be held Saturday,
March 15.

Donations to the
Rock County Historical
Society can be sent to
the Rock County Histori-
cal Society, 312 E. Main
Street, Luverne, MN
56156.

Mann welcomes
correspondence sent to
mannmade@iw.net.

REMEMBER WHEN

10 years ago (2012)

*The Luverne Area Chamber will host its second annual
Price is Right Night Saturday, Feb. 25, at the Blue Mound
Banquet Center.

An appetizer buffet will be served from 6-7 p.m. with the
game show beginning at 7 p.m.

Chamber Director Jane Lanphere said the event’s 250
tickets were sold out well in advance.

More than $6,850 in prices donated by Luverne Area
Chamber memberbusinesses. That’snearly $1,800 more than
was awarded last year.

Game show host Ryan DeBates and announcer Kyle Oldre
will host the event being billed “as a great night of fun.”

All prizes not awarded to game show contestants will be
raffled off for the general audience.

25 years ago (1997)

«Local contractors and the Luverne Economic Develop-
ment Authority may build six moderately-priced houses in
the Evergreen Second Addition this summer.

The subdivision, located in the northeast edge of Luverne,
was platted and furnished with streets and utilities by LEDA
in 1996. ...

City Administrator Matt Hylen said if the houses can’t be
built at the target prices of $85,000 to $110,000, LEDA will
not go forward.

Hylen said he knows it can be done because Luverne
contractor Okie Honken has already completed a new home
in the target price range in the Sybesma Addition.

In addition tolocal builders, the city would use, whenever
possible, local plumbers, electricians and suppliers for the
houses.

50 years ago (1972)

*Fred Cox, Minnesota Vikings kicking specialist, will
be one of the headline guests in Luverne this Saturday and
Sunday for the Fellowship of Christian Athletes’ “Weekend of
Champions.” Their agenda of activities features a basketball
game on Saturday evening with area coaching staff members.
Purpose of their appearance is to raise funds to send school
athletes to summer conference champs. For complete details
on their visit and activities here see the story inside this week’s
issue of the Star-Herald.

75 years ago (1947)

«Ten men have made applications for the position of county
veterans’ service officer.

Included in the list are:

Stanford Remme, Luverne; Eugene McCardell, Magnolia;
James R. Mitchell, Luverne; Harold Jordahl, Luverne; Ger-
rit Devries, Luverne; Elmer K. Thon, Jr., Luverne; George
W. Fried, Luverne; Karl Heiden, Luverne; Raymond Nelson,

Hills; and Lewis McEldowney, Luverne.

Just when the new officer will be named has not been
definitely determined by the county board. The board will
hold their next regular meeting next Monday.

100 years ago (1922)

+Lightning, thunder, rain, sleet and snow enumerate the
elements that contributed to the freak storm that swept this
section this week, leaving everythingice coated, but fortunately
with only a light blanket of snow.

The storm started with a light drizzling rain Tuesday af-
ternoon and was followed in the evening by an electrical storm
that lasted throughout the night. Frequently heavy showers of
rain accompanied the electrical storm. Intermittent showers
of rain and sleet continued most of Wednesday, and towards
evening the wind switched from the northeast to the northwest
and was accompanied by a miniature blizzard and rapidly fall-
ing temperature. The blizzard was the edge of a heavy snow
storm that engulfed the northern part of Minnesota, North
Dakota and South Dakota. ...

The greatest incon-venience experienced in Luverne as a
result of the storm was interruptions in electrical service. The
lightning was so heavy throughout the night Tuesday that the
automatic switches at the power house were continually being
thrown out of a contact and required practically the undivided
attention of one person to throw them back into contact.
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OBITUARIES

Gary Akkerman

Gary Akkerman, 73,
Luverne, died Sun-

cluded guns, dirttrackracing,
hunting, shooting

day, Feb. 20, 2022,
at Sanford Luverne
Hospice Cottage in
Luverne.
Visitation will
be Wednesday, Feb.
23 from 4-8 p.m. at
St. John Lutheran
Church in Luverne.

trap, reloading and
working on cars. He
loved his jeeps. He
enjoyed farming and
driving for Ahrendt
Farms and Knutson
Farms. Gary will be
remembered for be-
ing such a hard work-

Funeral service will
beThursday, Feb.24 at1p.m.
at the church with burial at
Maplewood Cemetery follow-
ing the service.

Gary Allen Akker-
man was born on Sept. 3,
1948, to Clarence and Etta
(Huisken) Akkerman in
Worthington.

Gary grew up on a farm
near Lismore. He attended
Adrian High Schoolin Adrian.
In his youth he enjoyed play-
ing football, working on cars
and helping on the farm.

On June 3, 1967, Gary
was united in marriage to
Shirley Gehrke at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Jasper.
The couple made their home
in Luverne where they raised
their two sons, Lenny and
Jesse. Gary worked at Han-
son Silo and later at IBP. He
then started driving truck for
Sathersand from there drove
for American Freight, D & J
Transfer, Degroot Trucking
and other small trucking
companies. In 1998, he be-
came employed by Dedicated
Logistics, Inc. and would
remain with them until his
retirement in April of 2021.

Gary was a member of
St. John Lutheran Church
in Luverne. His hobbies in-

er, always willing to
help others, and a man that
was dedicated to the love of
his life, Shirley, and their
family. If you knew Gary,
you likely heard the follow-
ing sayings more than once:
“it’s junk,” “cut it up” and
“wonderful.”

Gary is lovingly remem-
bered by his wife, Shirley
Akkerman of Luverne; two
sons, Lenny (Angie) Ak-
kerman of St. Michael, and
Jesse (Candyce) Akkerman of
Luverne; grandchildren, Nick
(Aspen) Akkerman of Rog-
ers, Makayla (special friend,
Caleb Hultman) Akkerman
of St. Michael, Brielle Wat-
ters, Masyn Akkerman, and
Kane Akkerman of Luverne;
sister-in-law, Sandy (Jim)
Loose; and many other family
and friends.

He is preceded in death
by his parents, Clarence and
Etta Akkerman; his beloved
dog, Abbie; parents-in-law,
Harvey and Cora Gehrke;
sister-in-law, Kari Hamann,;
brother-in-law, Gar Gehrke;
and nephew, Joshua Frey.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Hartquist Funeral
Home of Luverne, hartquist-
funeral.com.

(0224 F)

Bryan Fransen

Bryan J. Fransen, age
66, of rural Luverne,

acreage. Bryan retired from
seed sales in 2018.

died Thursday, Feb-
ruary 17, 2022, at
the Sanford Luverne
Hospital as a result of
a heart attack.
Visitation will be
Monday, February
21,from 9:00-10:45
a.m., followed by a fu-

He then began driv-
ing for community
transit and enjoyed
meetingnewpeople
and learning their
stories. On Thurs-
day, February 17,
2022, Bryan had a
heart attack while

neral service at 11:00

a.m., all at the American
Reformed Churchin Luverne.
Burial will follow at Maple-
wood Cemetery in Luverne.
To sign an online registry,
please visit www.hartquist-
funeral.com.

Bryan Jay Fransen was
born on April 20, 1955, to
John and Velma (Cook)
Fransen, Jr., in Pipestone,
Minnesota. Hegrewuponthe
family farm in Edgerton as
“the favorite” spoiled sibling.
He milked cows every morn-
ing before school and partici-
patedinband, basketball and
cross county. He also served
onschool patrol and attended
Legionville camp. He was a
great big brother and spent
time chauffeuring his young-
er brother before he could
drive. Bryan graduated from
Edgerton Public School in
1973.Hethenattended Canby
Vocational and Technical
School where he studied Ag
Business. He returned home
to Edgerton and worked at
Simplot in Hatfield, Minne-
sota. When he was living at
home, his mom would wake
up atmidnight when he came
home from work to fix him a
meal —adding to his “favorite”
status. On March 14, 1981,
he married Darla Erickson
at Bethany Lutheran Church
in Luverne, Minnesota. The
couple lived in Edgerton and
then moved to an acreage
outside of Luverne in 1987.
They were later divorced.
Bryan continued to reside
on the acreage. He worked
with Simplot for over twenty
years before taking jobs with
various other seed companies.
He married Peggy Johnson
on November 27, 2010 at the
American Reformed Church
in Luverne. The newlyweds
made their home out on the

athishome and was
taken tothe Sanford Luverne
Hospital where he died at the
ageof 66 years,9 monthsand
27 days.

Bryan was an active
member of the American
Reformed Church where he
served as a Deacon and Elder.
During most of the summer,
you could find Bryan outside
in his garden. He loved the
process of planting, tending
the garden and sharing his
produce with family and
friends. He liked to travel,
go camping, do wine tastings
and read. In the last several
years, he began doing geneal-
ogy research and traced his
family tree back through six
generations. Healsorecently
started studying the Span-
ish language. Above all else,
Bryan was a devoted family
man from the time he was a
son and big brother to being
a husband, father, grandfa-
ther, step-father and step-
grandfather. He cherished
time spent with all of his kids
and grandkids.

Bryan is lovingly re-
membered by his wife Peggy
Fransen of Luverne; children,
Darren (Melissa) Fransen
of Marshall, MN, Brent
(Heather) Fransen of Winona,
MN, Tyler (Peggy) Johnson of
Luverne, Travis (Stephanie)
Johnson of Sioux Falls, SD
and Meghan Johnson of Sauk
Centre, MN; siblings, Gene
(Kaye) Fransen of Owatonna,
MN, Karen (Bob) VanEssen
of Edgerton, and Dean (Ar-
deth) Fransen of Edgerton; 14
grandchildren, Caiden, Cora,
Addison, Asher, Eli, Isaac,
Brendan, Shawn, Rayna,
Clara, Connor, Camryn, Maci
and Remy; and many nieces
and nephews. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents.

(0224 V)

Donald Erstad

Donald Dean Erstad, 93,

position with International

Alexandria, died
Thursday, Feb. 10,
2022, at his home
on Lake Ida.

A memorial
service was Sat-
urday, Feb. 19, at
Calvary Lutheran
Church in Alexan-
driawithamilitary

Playtex in 1966 and
was an unprecedented
National Sales Rep of
the Year, three times.
Playtexhonored Don’s

retirement in 1993
after 27 years of dedi-
cated service with an
induction into the

Playtex Hall of Fame.

salute following
the service.

Donald Erstad was born
onDec.11,1928,in Garretson,
South Dakota, to Elmer and
Alma (Steen) Erstad, who
predeceased him. He grew
up with hismotherandsister,
Carol Amdahl, as his father
was killed in an automobile
accident when he was 10
years old.

Don graduated from Jas-
per High School in 1946 and
enlistedinthe Armyatage 17
with his mother’s signature.
He served in the Army of Oc-
cupation in Japan and was
honorably discharged.

He applied the G.I. Bill
to attend South Dakota State
University for one year. He
then attended the Minnesota
School of Business in Min-
neapolis where he graduated
in May 1951.

After graduation, Don
sold vacuum cleaners door
to door.

Don married his sweet-
heart Yvonne Remme on
October 28, 1951. Don and
Yvonne raised their three
children in Davenport, Iowa.

Don took a position
with International Milling
selling Robin Hood Flour.
He transferred his family to
Davenport where he literally
became the face of Robin
Hood Flour, donning green
tights, bow and arrow, and a
pointed hat with ared plume,
for public appearances.

Don was a driven profes-
sional with an unmatched
work ethic. He took a new

Glenn Overgaard

Glenn Allen Overgaard,
67, Ellsworth, former-

Don and Yvonne
retired in 1994 to their lake
home in Alexandria. He vol-
unteered numerous hours
to help protect and preserve
the beauty of Lake Ida and
attended community meet-
ings for Ida Township.

In October of this last
year, Don and Yvonne cel-
ebrated 70 years of marriage.

Don enjoyed hunting
and fishing and celebrating

“Fun in the Sun Days” at the
lake.

Don was the ultimate
sports fan. He could remem-
ber games, meets, stats and
times forhis children from 50
years ago! He was an unwav-
ering Gopher enthusiast. But
his greatestjoywas watching
and supporting his grandkids
and their activities. There
was no one more proud than
Grandpa Don.

Don is survived by his
wife, Yvonne of 70 years; his
three children, Denise (Bob)
Falls, David (Susan) Erstad,
and Diane (Todd) Achter-
kirch. His pride and joy were
his grandchildren, Jennifer
(Brandon) Hyland, Tyler
(Hayley) Erstad, Lindsay
Erstad, Emily Achterkirch,
and Alana Achterkirch.

He is preceded in death
by his parents and his sister.

Memorialsare preferred
to Knute Nelson Hospice or
American Cancer Society.

Arrangements were
provided by the Anderson
Funeral Home. www.ander-
sonfuneral.net.

(0224 F)

retire due to health. In June
2016, he became

ly of rural Luverne,
died Friday, Feb. 18,
2022, atthe Parkview
Manor in Ellsworth.
A memorial ser-
vicewas Tuesday, Feb.
22 at the Hartquist
Funeral Home in
Luverne with burial

a resident at the
Parkview Manorin
Ellsworth.

Glenn was a
member of Grace
Lutheran Church
where he was
baptized and con-
firmed. Heenjoyed

at Maplewood Cem-
etery in Luverne following
the service.

Glenn Allen Overgaard
was born on June 29, 1954,
to Gordon and Alice “Mabel”
(Tofteland) Overgaard in
Luverne. He grew up on the
family farm near Kanaranzi
and attended country school
through the sixth grade.
He then rode the bus into
Luverne to finish school.
During his younger years,
Glenn participated in FFA,
raised and showed Suffolk
sheep, and was a member
of the debate team. While in
high school, he took on the
nickname, “Too Tall.” Glenn
graduated from Luverne
High School in 1972. He
then attended Kansas State
University for Ag Education
until he was forced to drop
out due to illness. While
at college he was given the
nickname, “Tree.” It was also
during college that he met
Dawn Hedges. The couple
was married on November
15,1975, at Scott City, Kansas.
The couple later divorced.
Glenn was employed various
places during his workinglife,
including for Luverne Oil
Companyand IBPin Luverne.
Heworkedroad construction,
which included work on I-90
by Luverne and throughout
North Dakota. He also lived
and worked in Arizona for a
year in food wholesale. In his
early 40s, Glenn was diag-
nosed with Multiple Sclerosis.
He remained actively work-
ing until he was forced to

racing cars, par-
ticularlyin the enduro races,
collecting coins, hunting,
riding motorcycle cross-
country, bowling and play-
ing softball. Later in life, he
took to vegetable garden-
ing and was helpful in the
Luverne Farmer’s Market.
He volunteered frequently
at the Eagle’s Club. Glenn
struggled with alcohol and
gambling during his life. He
joined Alcoholics Anony-
mous, where he was able
to share his personal story
and help others with their
battles with addiction. He
could be a bit stubborn at
time, but Glenn will be re-
membered for always being
good hearted, telling jokes
and having a fun time.
Glenn is survived by his
two daughters, April Kem-
pen of Morrison, Colorado,
and her sister; three grand-
children, Aiden Kempen,
Ethan Kempen, and Colin
Leuthold; mother, Mabel
Overgaard of Luverne; four
siblings, Gary Overgaard of
Magnolia, Marcia (Darrel)
Johnsrud of Corcoran, Mark
(Amy) Overgaard of Luverne,
Loren (Julie) Overgaard of
Sioux Falls, South Dakota;
numerous relatives and
friends. He was preceded in
death by his father, Gordon
Overgaard; and sister-in-
law, Emily Overgaard.
Arrangements were pro-
vided by Hartquist Funeral
Home of Luverne, hartquist-
funeral.com.
(0224 F)

Donald Odland, Jr.

Donald (Mark) Odland,

figure. EMTs expressed feel-

Jr., 71, of Carlos, Min-
nesota, passed away
on February18,2022.

Visitation will be
2-5 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
27 at the Anderson
Funeral Home in Al-
exandria. Visitation
will continue at 10
a.m.Monday, Feb. 28

ingreassured when
Mark was working.
A colleague and
friend shared, “Ev-
eryone here likes
Mark. No, theylove
him.” His patients
remember him as
a caring physician
who made time for

at Calvary Lutheran
Church with a memorial
service at 11 a.m.

Mark was born on Octo-
ber 26, 1950, to Donald and
Mary Odland in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, and grew up in
Luverne, Minnesota, where
he was an outstanding four
sport athlete. After gradu-
ating from Luverne High
School in 1968, he went on
to attend Augustana College
where he played basketball
and, like his father before
him, studied pre-med. After
college, he enlisted in the
National Guard. Mark went
on to graduate from medical
school at the Autonomous
University of Guadalajara
and completed hisinternship
and residency in Sioux Falls,
South Dakota.

In 1974, Mark met Pa-
tricia Johnston. They wed in
1975. After Mark completed
his medical training, he and
Pat moved to Alexandria
where they fulfilled their
dream of building a home
on Lake Carlos. Mark joined
the Alexandria Clinic where
he practiced family medicine
and served as an on-call
physician at Douglas County
Hospital for 15 years. He
helped generations of count-
less families and delivered
hundreds of babies. In 2000,
he transitioned to full-time
emergency medicine at the
hospital where he served for
theremaining 20 years ofhis
career. Mark retired in 2020.

Mark’s expertise and
calm, caring demeanor was
felt by the staff and patients
alike. One of his co-workers
recounted that when Mark
entered the exam room, we
had confidence that “every-
thing was going to be okay.”
The ER staff viewed him as a
mentor, afriend, and afather

them and really
listened to their concerns.
Through the years, he an-
swered phone calls from con-
cerned patients at any hour.
Mark made many house calls
forfriends and neighborsand
showed genuine compassion
for those he served.

He loved the outdoors
and had a passion for hunt-
ing pheasants and waterfowl,
especially with his sons
and brothers. Mark was an
avid fisherman, eagerly an-
ticipating his annual trips to
Canada for over fifty years.
He enjoyed countless hours
of activities on Lake Carlos
with his family. Mark found
serenity being surrounded
by nature. He once shared
with Pat his love for solitary
moments watching the sun
rise at the farm.

Despite his quiet man-
ner, Mark enjoyed playing
practical jokes on his fam-
ily, friends, and co-workers.
He was an enthusiastic fan
at his sons’ sporting events
and other school activities,
and in recent years, “Papa
Mark” cherished his ten ac-
tive grandchildren. He loved
spending time with them
and felt pride and joy as he
watched them grow.

Mark was preceded in
death by his father, Donald
Mark Odland, Sr., and his
mother, Mary. Mark is sur-
vived by his wife Pat, their
three sons; Mark, (Rachel),
Matthew (Kristin), and An-
thony (Ashley), and his
ten grandchildren; Brooke,
Oliver, Charlotte, Jack, Mag-
dalena, Isabelle, Evangeline,
Henry, Barron,and Thea. He
is also survived by his sib-
lings; David (Sharon), Paul,
Steven, and Debra, and his
nieces and nephews.

(0224 V)

More obituaries on page 8A
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Kruse named to St. Mary’s dean’s list
Kasyn Kruse was named to the Fall 2021 semester dean’s
list at St. Mary’s University of Minnesota in Winona. To be
eligible, students must earn at least a 3.6 GPA on a 4.0 scale.
Kasyn is the son of Jason and Karla Kruse of Luverne.

Students named to WSU’s dean’s list

Jessica Anderson, Luverne, Nicole Hoogland, Luverne,
and Julia Ferguson, Steen, were all named to the Fall 2021
semester dean’s list at Winona State University. To be eligible,
students must earn at least a 3.5 GPA with a minimum of 12
graded credits.

Jarchow makes dean’s list at Drake

Ben Jarchow, Luverne, was named to the Fall 2021
dean’s list at Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa. To
qualify, students must earn a minimum of a 3.5 GPA on a
4.0 scale.

Wendland named to dean’s list at Luther

Courtney Wendland, Luverne, has been named to the
Fall 2021 dean’s list at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. To
be named, students must earn a GPA of 3.5 or better on a 4.0
scale with at least 12 graded credits.

Raymond Van Wyhe

Raymond Van Wyhe,
age 90, of Luverne,
Minnesota, died
Saturday, Febru-
ary 19, 2022, at the
Sanford USD Medi-
cal Center in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota.
Visitation will be
Friday, February 25,
from 10:00 — 11:00
a.m., followed by
a funeral service at 11:30
a.m., all at First Presbyterian
Church in Luverne. Burial to
follow at Maplewood Cem-
etery in Luverne. To sign an
online registry, please visit
www.hartquistfuneral.com

Raymond Van Wyhe was
born on October 15, 1931, to
James and Fannie (Zwart)
Van Wyhe on a small family
farm in Rock County, Min-
nesota. He was baptized
and confirmed at the Steen
Reformed Church in Steen,
Minnesota.

He attended school
through theeighth grade. Ray
enlisted in the United States
Army in 1951 and received

Frederick Claussen

Frederick William “Bill”
Claussen, age 80, of

his honorable discharge in
1952. On October 9,
1953, Ray was united
in marriage to Carol
Burtch in Hills, Min-
nesota. Togetherthey
raised three children,
Judy, Rick, and Con-
nie.

Ray was a life-
long farmerwho took
great pride in work.

Carol preceded him in death
on June 17, 1989. On May
4, 1991, Ray was united in
marriage to Carol Mulder in
Ellsworth, Minnesota. Ray
retired in September of 1998
and the couple moved to
Luverne on October 15,1998.
On Saturday, February 19,
2022, Raydied atthe Sanford
USD Medical Centerin Sioux
Falls, South Dakota at the
age of 90 years, 4 months,
and 4 days.

Ray was a member of
First Presbyterian Church in
Luverne, Minnesota. Previ-
ously, he held positions as
deacon and elder at Zion
Presbyterian Church in Ells-

worth. Ray served on the
Kanaranzi Township Board,
a member of the Kanaranzi
Lions Club, served on the Ru-
ral Water Board and was in-
volved with the Cattlemen’s
Association. He was also a
member of the Ellsworth
American Legion Post 0196.

Ray enjoyed fishing,
camping, mowing their acre-
age, and playing cards. He
loved hauling hogs even in
retirement. He could oftenbe
heard saying ‘just one more’
cookie. He loved spending
time with his children and
grandchildren. He will be
remembered for Grandpa’s
special cough medicine —
blackberry brandy, the way
he would wiggle his ears
and flip his teeth around in
his mouth, and set off the
smoke detector with his pipe
tobacco.

Left to cherish his mem-
ory are his wife, Carol Van
Wyhe of Luverne; children,
Judy (fiancé, Tim Helmers)
Top of Sibley, Iowa, Rick Van
Wyhe of Cottonwood, Ari-

zona, Randy (Marcia) Mulder
of Luverne, Pamela (Drew)
Likness of Fargo, North Da-
kota, Melissa (Mark) Ayers of
Estherville, Iowa, and Tony
(Julie) Mulder of Estherville;
9 grandchildren, Candi,
Kelly, Brittany, Taylor, Abi-
gail, Ben, Alyssa, Logan, and
Hallie; 13 great-grandchil-
dren, Brooke, Carter, Riley,
Dylan, McKenly, Knox, Wil-
liam, Jace, Aubree, Morgan,
Sawyer, Jaxon, and Grayson;
and asister, JoAnn Westra of
Hull, Towa.

He was preceded in
death by his first wife, Carol;
daughter, Connie Van Wyhe;
parents, Jim and Fannie
Van Wyhe; brothers, Henry
Van Wyhe and Clarence
Van Wyhe; son-in-law, Bill
Top; sisters-in-law, Clazina
Van Wyhe and Arlene Van
Wyhe; and brother-in-law,
Stan Westra.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Hartquist Funeral
Home of Luverne, hartquist-
funeral.com.

(0224V)

Cco

Frederick Wil-

Staples, Minnesota,
formerly of Hard-
wick, Minnesota,
passed away on
Tuesday, February
15, 2022, at Reflec-
tions at Lakewood
Health Systems in
Staples.

liam “Bill” Claussen
was born on Feb-
ruary 14, 1942, to
Eldra and Eunice
(Arp) Claussen in
Luverne, Minnesota.
He was baptized and
confirmed at Zion
Lutheran Church in

A memorial ser-
vice will be held on Saturday,
May 7, 2022, at 11:00 a.m.
at the Zion Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in Hardwick,
Minnesota, with a visitation
one hour prior to the service
at the Church. Inurnment
will follow at the Maplewood
Cemetery in Luverne.

In Lieu of flowers
memorials can be sent to
the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, www.alz.org. Arrange-
ments have been entrusted
to the Hartquist Funeral
Home — Luverne Chapel. To
signanonlineregistry, please

view www.hartquistfuneral.

Jessie Wenzel

Hardwick, Minne-
sota. Bill was raised by a
village which included his
grandparents, aunts, uncles
and cousins. He graduated
from Luverne High School
in 1960. Bill lived in or near
Hardwick throughout hislife.
He owned his own excavat-
ing business for a number of
years and also drove cement
trucks for Pronk Ready Mix.
Laterin hislife he was united
inmarriageto Aliceon March
7,1992, at the Zion Lutheran
Church in Hardwick. They
were married for five years
until her passing on June
27,1996. Bill passed away on

Tuesday, February 15, 2022,
at Reflections at Lakewood
Health Systems in Staples,
Minnesota, at the age of 80
years.

Bill was a lifelong mem-
ber of Zion Lutheran church
in Hardwick. He also served
on the fire department, and
was a member of the Arthur
Moeller American Legion
Post #478 in Hardwick. Bill
enjoyed hunting, fishing,
skeet shooting, and going
on motorcycle trips. He es-
pecially enjoyed socializing
and spending time with his
family and friends who he
thought the world of. He
was extremely caring and
helped his mother when her
health declined. Bill will be
remembered for his verykind
personality and always will-
ing to lend a helping hand to
anyone in need. Bill will be
deeply missed.

Bill is survived by his
sister, Marlee (John) Mel-
ville of St. Cloud, Minne-

sota; sister-in-law, Jackie
Claussen of Pace, Florida;
step daughters, Julie (Tim
Haugen) Pater of Wirock,
Minnesota, and Jayme
(Dave) Palmer of Sioux
Falls, South Dakota; his
very special great nephew,
Christopher Thomas; and
many nieces and nephews,
great nieces and nephews,
and step grandchildren. He
was preceded in death by his
wife Alice; his parents; and
his brother Lee Claussen.
The family of Bill would
like to thank the Good Sa-
maritan Communities of
Pipestoneand Reflectionsat
Lakewood Health Systems
for the wonderful care they
gave Bill. In lieu of flowers,
memorials may be sent to
the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, www.alz.org.
Arrangements were
provided by Hartquist Fu-
neral Home of Luverne,
hartquistfuneral.com.
(0224V)

Jessie Lorraine Wenzel,

life together and raised

91, Luverne, former-
ly of Hardwick, died
Wednesday, Feb. 16,
2022, atthe Sanford
Luverne Hospice
Cottage.
Afuneralservice
was Saturday, Feb.
19 at Zion Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church

their four children.
In addition to her
farmworklife, Jessie
cleaned homes for
several people. She
alsoworked asacook
at the Blue Mound
Inn in Luverne, the
Calumet Hotel in
Pipestone, the Mary

in Hardwick with

burial at Maplewood Cem-
etery in Luverne following
the service.

Jessie Lorraine Wenzel
was born September 10,
1930, in Luverne to John
and Della (Lewis) Ellefson.
She was baptized and later
confirmed at the Rose Dell
Lutheran Country Church
east of Jasper. She attended
country school through the
8% grade.

On June 30, 1948, Jes-
sie was united in marriage
to Arnold “Bud” Wenzel at
her home church, the Rose
Dell Lutheran. The couple
moved in December of that
same year to the farm where
they lived all their married

Jane Brown Nursing
Home in Luverne, and lastly
at the Luverne Community
Hospital, as a dietary aide.
Sheretired from the hospital
in July of 1999.

Bud preceded her in
death on November 28,2015
after 66 V2 years of marriage.
Jessielaterbecamearesident
of Poplar Creek Assisted Liv-
ing in Luverne.

Jessie was a member of
Zion Lutheran Church in
Hardwick, where she was
involved in the L.W.M.L.,
Ladies Circle, and the Zion
Quilting Group. Jessie en-
joyed helping others in need
and doing mission work for
Zion Lutheran. Animportant
part of that mission to her

DEATH NOTICE

Barbara Brinkhous

Barbara Brinkhous, 63, Hardwick, died Saturday, Feb. 19,
2022, under hospice care at her home.

Visitation willbe Wednesday, Feb. 23 from 5-7p.m. at Rock
River Community Church, rural Luverne. A funeral service
will be at the church on Thursday, Feb. 24 at 1:30 p.m. with a
light luncheon served beforehand at noon with burial at the
Holland Cemetery, Holland, following the service.

Arrangements are with Hartquist Funeral Homein Luverne.

(0224 DN)

was encouraging the faith
journey of those around her,
particularly the younger
generation. She was very
proud to see members of the
church growing in their faith
and developingtheirrelation-
ship with Christ. She did quilt
work for both missions and
her family and truly loved
serving her family. From bak-
ing to helping move, Jessie
was always ready to lend a
hand. She is remembered for
havingagreat sense ofhumor
and a wonderful partnership
with her husband Bud. The
two made an excellent team,
working together at the
church and catering. Jessie
was very organized and mo-
tivated to get things done but
made sure people paused to
enjoy thelittle things, aslong
as they weren’t whispering.
Jessie is survived by her
four children, Dean (Linda)
Wenzel of Luverne, Richard
(Deb) Wenzel of Garretson,
South Dakota, Patricia (Da-
vid) Swenson of Beaver Creek,
and Paulette (Randy) Rich-
ters of Luverne; seven grand-

children, Robert (Bronwyn)
Wenzel, Joseph (Randi)
Wenzel, Jennifer (Don) Lui-
tjens, Dustin (Kayla) Rich-
ters, Devin (Liz) Richters,
Dylan (Brenna) Richters,
and Jessica Richters (special
friend, Zach Briggs); nine
great-grandchildren, Mason
and Madilyn Wenzel, Elle
and Eli Richters, Jaxon and
Xander Richters, Kyia and
Riley Wenzel, Sawyer Rich-
ters; and other family. She
was preceded in death by
her husband, Arnold “Bud”
Wenzel; son, Robert James
Wenzel; parents, John and
Della Ellefson; four sisters,
Mattie Peterson, Ruby Dib-
bern, Darlene Ruud, and
infant sister LaVon Ellefson;
and parents-in-law, Karland
Frieda Wenzel.

Memorials may be di-
rected to McCrossan Boys
Ranch, Zion Quilters, or
Sanford Luverne Hospice.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Hartquist Funeral
Home of Luverne, hartquist-
funeral.com.

(0224 F)

Viola Peterson

Viola Lillian Bjerk Peter-
son, 95, Sioux falls,

visitation prior at 10 a.m.
In lieu of flowers,

South Dakota, died
February 18, 2022,
and was finally re-
united with her best
friend and husband,
Paul.

A funeral ser-
vice will be 11 a.m.,
Monday, Feb. 28

memorials may
be made to Media
Ministryin Viola’s
name.
Arrange-
ments were pro-
vided by Miller
Funeral Home.
For full obituary,

at First Lutheran
Church, Sioux Falls, South
Dakota, with an hour of

please visit www.
millerfh.com.
(0224 F)
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Luverne girls’ hockey team tops New Ulm

and claims Section 3A Championship

Seeded No. 5, LHS
takes on South St.
Paul Wednesday

By Matt Lais
For the Star Herald

The Luverne girls’ hockey
team met rival New Ulm Tuesday,
Feb. 15, for the Section 3A Cham-
pionship in New Ulm where the
Cardinals emerged with a hard-
fought 3-2 victory.

Coach Tony Sandbulte reflect-
ed on a successful season capped
by section championship.

“Hard to put into words; It’s
truly been a dream season,” he
said. “The girls set goals and
worked hard to achieve those goals
together. Winning a section cham-
pionship over New Ulm only made
it that more special.”

Three periods in regulation
were not enough to settle the
contest. It would take two extra
periods before Luverne scored in
the second overtime to win a trip
back to the Xcel Energy Center for
the third consecutive year.

The game opened with back-
and-forth play, both teams con-
trolling their nerves shift by shift
in the first period.

At 4:18 into the title tilt New
Ulm struck first. After a flury of
saves by Luverne senior goalie
Cheyenne Schutz, New Ulm’s Mad-
di O’ Connor got a rebound goal
past a sprawling Schutz.

After one period in New Ulm,
it was the Eagles holding the 1-0
lead.

Shots on goal were 14-9 in fa-
vor of the Eagles. Schutz was huge
for the Cardinals making 13 saves
in the period.

Luverne would get on the
board 56 seconds in the period

when a Payton Behr breakout pass

found Reghan Bork who passed to
Kamryn Van Batavia who deked
around a New Ulm defender for

Girls’ hockey, go to page 14A

Minnesota State High School League photo
Luverne High School coach Phoebe Flom (back, left)
stands by as LHS gymnast Ella Reisdorfer completes
a pike Tsukahara off the vault Saturday night at the
state gymnastics tournament.

Reisdorfer finishes
gymnastic season
at state meet

By Mavis Fodness
Uncharacteristic falls from the balance beam and
uneven bars prevented Luverne gymnast Ella Reisdorfer
from reaching the awards podium at the Minnesota
Class A State Girls Gymnastics Tournament
The LHS freshman (who turns 15 this week) com-
peted in the all-around competition at the Roy Wilkins
Auditorium Saturday night in St. Paul.
She accumulated a score 32.95 on the four appa-
ratuses, placing 22nd out of 24 all-around competitors.
Coach Phoebe Flom said Reisdorfer didn’t compete
tothebest of her abilities at Saturday’s individual event.
“She was just not herself at all.  am not sure if it was
nerves or what. I am, however, very proud of her — to
compete with the top gymnasts in the state is quite an
honor. She went up there and gave it her all,” Flom said.

Gymnastics, continued on page 14A

Jennifer Nelson photo/0224 girls hockey new ulm group
Luverne girls’ hockey players celebrate after beating New Ulm 3-2 Feb. 15 Section 3A Championship game in New
Ulm. Pictured are (front, from left) Emma Saarloos, Brenn Siebenahler, Mallory Nelson, Reghan Bork, Kamryn
Van Batavia, Cheyenne Schutz, (second row) Hannah Woodley, Payton Behr, Anika Boll, Mallory Von Tersch,
(third row) assistant coach Ellen Wenninger, Zariah Holmgren, Billi Connell, Macie Edstrom, Ella Apel, coach Tony
Sandbulte, (back) Greta McClure, assistant coach Matt McClure and manager Morgan Gonnerman.

LHS girls
keep winning,
earn top seed

In upcoming
Section 3AA
tournament

By Jason Berghorst

The Luverne girls’ bas-
ketball team wrapped up its
regular season with a 20-4
overall record and a perfect
11-0 record in Section 3AA.

That accomplishment is
enough to earn the Cardi-
nals the No. 1 seed in the
Section 3AA-South tourna-
ment, which begins Satur-
day, Feb. 26.

Luverne will host the
No. 8-seeded Redwood
Valley Cardinals (1-25) in
the Luverne Classic Gym
Saturday at 7 p.m. Luverne
defeated Redwood Valley
by scores of 87-28 and 67-
14 earlier in the season.

With a win, LHS will
face the winner of Jackson
County Central and St.
James Area Tuesday at 6
p.m. at a neutral location to
be determined.

Fairmont (20-3) is
seeded second in the South
sub-section.

In the North sub-
section, Montevideo (20-3)
received the top seed with
New London-Spicer (21-3)
the No. 2 seed.

According to Luverne
head coach TJ Newgard,
the section tournament
should be competitive.

“I think seven or eight
teams have a legit chance of
coming out of Section 3AA,”
Newgard said.

“With that much parity,
I think it makes it really fun
knowing you have a chance
if you can string together

four good games.”
The Cardinals won
their final two regular sea-

LHS girls’, go to 10A

Cardinals, Patriots meet in cross county contest

By Dalton Bass
For the Star Herald

The Luverne boys came away with
a victory over Hills-Beaver Creek in the
second matchup between these two
teams Thursday night in Luverne.

The Cardinals claimed a 48-32 vic-
tory in a low scoring matchup the first
time around in a game in which each
team was missing one of their top scor-
ers. Gannon Ahrendt from Luverne and
Oliver Deelstra from H-BC were both
out with injuries.

The scoring notably picked up in
the second matchup as Luverne got out
to an early lead and went into the break
with a 43-32 advantage.

The Patriots battled back in the sec-
ond half, outscoring the Cardinals 29-26
after halftime.

The game stayed within single digits
for most of the game, and the Patriots
cut it to 71-66 with just under 3 minutes
remaining.

That’s the closest it would get before
Luverne pulled away for a 79-71 victory.

Ahrendt was the leading scorer in
the game with 31 points. Connor Over-
gaard (14 points and 9 rebounds) and
Casey Sehr (12 points) were also con-
tributors for the Cardinals

Cole Baker led the way for the Pates
with 19 points while Ty Bundesen had
15 points and 9 rebounds. Deelstra add-
ed 14 points, 9 rebounds, and 6 assists.

HBC Boxscore:

Baker 4 2 5-7 19, Deelstra 2 2 4-6 14, Raymon 3
10-0 9, Harnack 0 0 0-0 0, Page 0 0 0-0 O, Leen-
derts 12 0-0 8, Bundesen 2 3 2-4 15, Durst 3 0
0-1 6, Scholten 0 0 0-0 0, Harris 00 0-0 0

Luverne Boxscore:

Cole-Kraty 3 0 0-0 6, Schoeneman 1 2 2-2 9,
Sehr 6 0 0-0 12, Radtke 1 0 0-0 2, DeBeer 1 1
0-0 5, Ahrendt 11 3 0-1 31, Overgaard 6 0 2-2 14

Team Statistics

HBC: 25 of 56 (45 percent), 11 for 18 Free
Throws (61 percent), 33 Rebounds, 18 Turn-
overs

Luv: 35 of 67 (52 percent), 3 for 5 Free Throws
(60 percent), 28 Rebounds, 9 Turnovers

Images by CD photo

Luverne’s Gannon Ahrendt dunks the ball Thursday night, Feb. 17, against Hills-
Beaver Creek in Hills, where Ahrendt achieved his 1,000th basket.

Ahrendt reaches 1,000-point milestone,
is only second boys player in LHS history

By Jason Berghorst

Luverne junior Gannon Ahrendt
reached the 1,000 points club during
the Cardinals’ home 79-71 victory
over Hills-Beaver Creek Feb. 17.

Ahrendt becomes just the second
boys’ basketball player in Luverne
High School history to reach the
milestone.

Brett Heronimus was the first in
2013. Heronimus holds the school re-
cord with 1248 total points. Ahrendt,
as a junior, has 1017 as of Feb. 21.

“It is very impressive to reach
1,000 points anytime, but as a junior
it is even more impressive,” said LHS
head coach John Sichmeller.

“Gannon would probably already

be the school’s all-time leading scorer
if we wouldn’t have had a shortened
season last year and had he not bro-
ken his leg this year.”

Ahrendt, who began seeing

varsity time during his eighth grade
season, recognizes the significance of
the milestone.

“This means a lot to me as

there has been only one other 1000

point scorer in Luverne history,”
Ahrendt said.

“My basketball career has been

successful. I've had a few injuries and

setbacks, but I've been able to over-
come them.”
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Patriots
take down
Coyotes on
home court

By Dalton Bass
For the Star Herald

The Hills-Beaver Creek boys’
basketball team had a busy stretch
of games over the past week when
they faced several conference foes
at home and away.

They rolled to an easy 75-54
win over Heron Lake Okabena-
Fulda on Feb. 15, but fell to the
Luverne Cardinals Feb. 17 (see the
related story) and Mountain Lake
Area 68-61 Feb. 18.

The Patriots are 10-10 overall
and 8-6 in the conference.

They were scheduled to face
Southwest Christian (19-4) in
Edgerton Tuesday night and RTR
at home Friday before hosting the
Edgerton Dutchmen Monday.

HBC 75, HLOF 54

The Patriots were in control
from start to finish Tuesday night,
Feb. 15, in Hills when they took
down Heron Lake Okabena-Fulda
75-54.

Seniors Cole Baker (23 points)
and Liam Raymon (19 points)
helped lead the Pates past the
Coyotes.

The game started slow, but
it picked up when Baker hit two
threes in two-straight possessions
to give his team an 8-6 lead.

The Patriots never looked back
from there as they worked them-
selves into a 34-21 halftime lead.

The second half was more of
the same, although the Coyotes did
cut the lead to 7 points with just
over five minutes remaining in the
game.

The Patriots would end the
game on a nice little run to come
away with a 75-54 victory.

Oliver Deelstra (11 points and 8
rebounds) and Andrew Harris (10
points) each scored in double digit
for the Patriots who hit 8 of their 19
three-point attempts in the contest.
Ty Bundesen also contributed for
the Patriots with 9 rebounds and 7

LHS girls/frompage 9A

Luverne 57, JCC 47
The Cardinals won

son games of the season
last week by defeating

Samantha McGaffee photo for the Star Herald
H-BC’s Andrew Harris goes to the basket Feb. 15 against Heron Lake-Okabena/

Fulda. The Patriots went on the win 75-54 in the home contest.

assists.

Baker 3 5 2-8 23, Deelstra2 0 7-8 11,
Raymon 6 2 1-1 19, Harnack 1 0 0-0
2,Page 00 0-0 0, Leenderts 0 1 0-0

3, Bundesen 1 0 0-0 2, Gehrke 0 0 0-0
0, Metzger 0 0 0-0 0, Taubert 0 0 0-0 O,
Tatge 0 0 0-0 0, Durst 2 0 0-0 4, Schol-
ten 0 0 1-2 1, Harris 4 0 2-4 10, Wierse-
ma000-00

Team statistics

HBC: 27 of 59 (46 percent), 13 for 23
Free Throws (57 percent), 41 Rebounds,
7 Turnovers

HLOF: 18 of 63 (29 percent), 13 for 18
Free Throws (72 percent), 32 Rebounds,
11 Turnovers

MLAC 68 HBC 61

It was the Wolverines who
ultimately came out on top after
a tightly contested game Friday
night in Hills.

Drew Leenderts (5 points) hit
a 3 pointer from 5 feet behind the
line just before time expired to
tie the game at 24-24 headed into
halftime.

Mountain Lake pulled away
a little bit in the second half but
the Patriots managed to keep it
within single digits for most of the
game.

The lead did grow as large as

15 but the Patriots pulled within 5
points after a three pointer by Liam
Raymon (15 points) with just over 2
minutes remaining,.

The Wolverines were able to
put the game away at the free throw
line to come away with a 68-61 vic-
tory.

Seniors Cole Baker and Oliver
Deelstra also scored in double digits
for the Pates with 18 and 12 respec-
tively. Deelstra also had 9 rebounds
and 6 assists while Ty Bundesen
had 5 rebounds.

The Patriots (10-10) fall to 8-6
in conference play. They travel to
Edgerton Tuesday night to take
on the Southwest Christian Eagles

(19-4).

Baker 5 2 2-4 18, Deelstra 3 0 6-7 12, Ray-
mon 1 4 1-1 15, Harnack 0 0 0-0 0, Page 0
0 0-0 0, Leenderts 1 1 0-0 5, Bundesen 2
0 1-2 5, Gehrke 0 0 0-0 0, Metzger 0 0 0-0
0, Taubert 0 0 0-0 0, Tatge 0 0 0-0 0, Durst
10 0-0 2, Scholten 0 0 0-0 0, Harris 2 0 0-2
4, Wiersema 000-00

Team Statistics

HBC: 22 of 57 (39 percent), 10 for 16 Free
Throws (63 percent), 32 Rebounds, 18
Turnovers

MLAC: 25 of 60 (42 percent), 14 for 31
Free Throws (45 percent), 35 Rebounds,
13 Turnovers

Cardinal boys’ team
upset Arrows, fall to JCC

By Jason Berghorst
For the Star Herald

The Luverne Cardinal boys’
basketball team won its fifth
and sixth games in a row before
losing last week for the first
time since Feb. 3.

The home victories in-
cluded a 14-point upset of rival
Pipestone Area Feb. 15 and a
second win over Hills-Beaver

Creek Feb.17 (see related story).

The loss was on the road at
Jackson County Central.

The Cardinals, now 9-12 on
the season, were scheduled to
host the Worthington Trojans
on Feb. 22 after this edition of
the Star Herald went to print.

Luverne will wrap up the
regular season with a game in
Minneota Friday night.

Currently Luverne is 4-7
against Section 3AA teams and
in the sixth spot among the
eight Section 3AA-South teams.

Seedings for the section
tournament will be determined
this weekend with opening
round games scheduled for
March 5.

Luverne 53, Pipestone
Area 39

The Pipestone Area Arrows
came to the Luverne Classic
Gym Feb. 17 with an impressive
17-4 overall record.

Luverne was ready for the
challenge, however, upsetting
their rivals from the north 53-
39 for their fifth consecutive
win.

After a brief 3-1 Arrow lead
two minutes into the game,
Luverne led the entire contest.
The Cardinals took a 26-12 lead
into the locker room at half-
time.

After the break, Luverne
increased its lead to as much
as 19 points with a balanced of-
fense and stifling defense.

The Cardinals scored 16
points off of 18 Arrow turn-
overs.

Gannon Ahrendt tallied 20
points, while Connor Over-
gaard scored 12.

Nathaniel Cole-Kraty
collected ten rebounds for
Luverne and Overgaard had
eight.

“This was our biggest win
of the season,” said LHS head
coach John Sichmeller.

“It showed our kids how
good they can be when they
lock in and give maximum
effort,” Sichmeller said, “They
executed our defensive game
plan perfectly and it was fun
to watch.”

Box Score:

Cole-Kraty 3 0 2-4 8, Schoeneman
112-47,Sehr 00 1-2 1, Radtke 0 1
2-3 5, DeBeer 0 0 0-0 0, Ahrendt 7
1 3-3 20, Overgaard 4 0 4-7 12

Team Stats:

Luverne: 18 of 39 (46 percent), 14
of 23 free throws (61 percent), 32
rebounds, 14 turnovers
Pipestone Area: 15 of 46 (33 per-
cent), 2 of 5 free throws (40 per-
cent), 23 rebounds, 18 turnovers

JCC 55, Luverne 42

The old saying “all good
things must come to an end”
came true for the Cardinals in
Jackson Friday night.

After winning six con-
secutive games, LHS fell to
the Jackson County Central
Huskies 55-42.

The Huskies led the
entire game on their home
court as Luverne was unable
to produce the efficient of-
fense that had maintained the
recent win streak.

JCC outscored the Cards
27-18 in the first half and 28-
24 after halftime.

Connor Overgaard led the
scoring for the Cardinals with
11 points. Gannon Ahrendt
totalled eight points.

Box Score:

Cole-Kraty 1 0 1-2 3, Schoeneman
020-06, Sehr 10 1-2 3, Radtke 0 1
2-2 5, DeBeer 0 2 0-0 6, Ahrendt 4
0 0-0 8, Overgaard 4 0 3-6 11

Team Stats:

Luverne: 15 of 30 (50 percent), 7
of 12 free throws (58 percent), 18
rebounds, 16 turnovers

JCC: 21 of 34 (62 percent), 9 of
13 free throws (69 percent), 21
rebounds, 8 turnovers

Lady Pates win in

Adrian-Ellsworth 64-
27 Feb. 15 and Jackson
County Central 57-47
Friday night.

Luverne 64, A-E 27

Luverne was able to
mix up the usual lineup
and offer significant play-
ing to a variety of players
during a comfortable
64-27 win in Adrian on
Tuesday, Feb. 15.

“Our regular starters
only played five minutes,”
Newgard said.

The Luverne lead was
10-0 three minutes into
the game when the start-
ers were first replaced
with five new players.
The Cardinals led 29-2
when the starters left the
game for the last time.

In all, 11 Cardinals
scored in the contest and
13 players received play-
ing time.

LHS led Adrian-Ells-
worth 43-10 at halftime.

Emma Beyer led the
balanced scoring effort
with nine points. Den-
nie Sandbulte, Elizabeth
Wagner and Madee
Schmuck had eight
points each.

Sandbulte also led
the team with six re-
bounds.

Box Score:

C. Wagner 1 0 0-0 2, Beyer
310-09, Ver Steeg 2 0 2-2

6, Sehr 0 0 0-0 0, E. Wagner
40 0-2 8, Stegenga 2 1 0-0

7, Sandelte 2 0 2-3 8, John 0
0 2-2 2, Smith 0 0 0-0 0, Serie
300-0 6, Hansen 0 2 0-0 6,
Schmuck 4 0 0-0 8, Jadyn
Hart1 0 0-0 2

Team Stats:

Luverne: 27 of 49 (55 per-
cent), 6 of 9 free throws (67
percent), 30 rebounds, 14
turnovers

Adrian-Ellsworth: 10 of 43 (23
percent), 7 of 16 (44 percent),
31 rebounds, 20 turnovers

their seventh game in a
row when they defeated
the Jackson County Central
Huskies 57-47 in Jackson
Friday night.

It was a close contest in
the first half, with the teams
tied at 20 with three min-
utes remaining before half
time before the Cardinals
took a 23-20 lead into the
locker room.

Luverne outscored the
Huskies 34-27 in the second
half to secure the victory in
the regular season finale.

Brooklynn Ver Steeg
led the offense for LHS with
17 points. Christina Wag-
ner and Beyer added nine
points each.

Kira John collected 16
rebounds and scored eight
points in the game.

“We played through
some foul trouble and
picked up a nice conference
win on the road,” Newgard
said of the victory over JCC.

Box Score:

C. Wagner 31 0-0 9, Beyer 4 0
1-19, Ver Steeg 3 1 8-10 17, Sehr
201-45, E. Wagner 3 0 0-1 6,
Stegenga 0 1 0-0 3, John 4 0 0-0
8, Hansen 0 0 0-1 0, Schmuck 0
00-00

Team Stats:

13 of 59 (22 percent), 16 of 27
free throws (59 percent), 33
rebounds, 12 turnovers

Section 3AA-South
Tournament
Round 1

All games Feb. 26 at 7 p.m.
#8 Redwood Valley at #1 Luverne
#5 St James Area at #6 Jackson
County Central
#6 Windom Area at #3 Minnesota
Valley Lutheran
#7 Pipestone Area at #2 Fairmont

Images by CD photo

Brady Bork sets the puck for the Luverne Cardinals as he prepares
for a pass into the middle at the Feb. 10 match against New Uim.

Cardinal boys fall to Eagles Thursday,
pick up No. 3 seed in Section 3 tourney

By Matt Lais
For the Star Herald

The Luverne boys’ hockey
team fell to New Ulm 5-2
Thursday, Feb. 10, at the Blue
Mound Ice Arena during the fi-
nal regular season game before
section play begins this week.

The Cardinals came out
blazing fast in the first period
when Owen Sudenga received
a breakout pass and chipped a
pass around a New Ulm fore-
checker that ended up in Brock
Behrend’s hands.

Behrend and Blaik Bork
came in on a 2-on-1 that re-
sulted in a pretty backdoor pass
to Bork to give the Cardinals
a 1-0 lead just 35 seconds into
the game.

New Ulm responded with
two first period goals in the
next five minutes to take the 2-1
lead into the first intermission.

New Ulm outshot Luverne
20-6 in Period 1. Luverne
goalie Tyler Arends made 18
saves.

The second period saw a lot
of action but only one goal.

There were 28 total shots
on goal between the Eagles and
Cardinals. New Ulm capital-
ized on a Luverne penalty and
got a power play goal past
Arends to take the 3-11ead in
the game.

Luverne outshot New Ulm
17-11 in the period.

The final period started
with Behrend cutting the
Eagles’ lead to 3-2 when he
buried the puck with assists
from Sudenga and Patrick
Kroski.

The Eagles would get two
more goals midway through
the final period to increase
their lead to 5-2 and escape
Luverne with the victory.

Third period shots on goal
were in favor of the Eagles 10-5
and 41-28 in their favor for the
game. Arends ended the game
with 36 saves.

The Cardinals drew the No.
3 seed in the Section 3A Tour-
nament that starts Thursday
night when the Cardinals host
the No. 6 seed, the Worthing-
ton Trojans.

Slayton, lose in
Mountain Lake

By Dalton Bass
For the Star Herald

The Hills-Beaver Creek girls split two
basketball games on the road in the past
week nudging their record to 11-13 overall
and 10-6 in the conference.

The Lady Pates rolled past the Rebels
64-37 in Slayton on Feb. 14, but lost a close
match in Mountain Lake 52-45 on Feb. 17.

Monday night’s game with Adrian was
postponed to Tuesday (Feb. 22).

The Patriot girls drew the No. 3 seed in
Section 3A South, and will play No. 6 seed
Heron Lake-Okabena-Fulda Saturday in
Worthington. Game time is 4 p.m.

HBC 64, MCC 37

The game was still within single digits
at halftime, but the Patriots blew it open in
the second half Monday night, Feb. 14, in
Slayton.

The Lady Pates just couldn’t quite break
the game in the first half, but 36 second-
half points helped lead them to a 27-point
victory.

The Patriots also turned up defense
after halftime holding the Rebels to just 17
points.

Senior Kenadie Fick led the way with 23
points, nine rebounds and seven steals.

The Patriots as a team had 22 steals
and forced Murray County Central into 36
turnovers. Sophomore Brynn Rauk added
four steals also for the Lady Pates.

Eighth-grader Abbie Harris contributed
nine points and two steals while sophomore
Lanae Elbers had eight points and five
rebounds.

Fick 4 5 0-0 23, Rauk 0 1 0-0 3, L Deelstra 1 1 0-2

5, Voss 1 02-2 4, Bork 0 0 0-0 0, Steinhoff 0 0 2-6 2,
Anderson 0 0 0-0 0, O Deelstra 1 0 0-0 2, Elbers 1 1
3-5 8, Fagerness 0 0 0-0 0, Moser 3 0 0-2 6, Spyker-
boer 0 0 0-0 0, Harris 12 1-3 9, E Deelstra1 0 0-0 2

Team statistics

HBC: 23 of 64 (36 percent), 8 for 20 Free Throws
(40 percent), 34 Rebounds, 22 Turnovers

MCC: 14 of 45 (31 percent), 5 for 16 Free Throws
(31 percent), 33 Rebounds, 36 Turnovers

MLAC 52, HBC 45

Lady Pates, continued on page 14A



Cuurcn

February 24, 2022 Page 11A

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne
St. Catherine Ph. 283-8502; www.stscl.org
Monsignor Gerald Kosse, Pastor
Sundays 8:30 a.m. Mass. Public Mass will be celebrated at FULL capacity
in the church. Masses: 9 a.m. Wednesdays, 10 a.m. Friday at the nursing
homes — check the bulletin. All Sunday masses will be live streamed on
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pg/stecluverne/videos/. Vis-
it www.stscl.org for more information.

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne

Office Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982

www.luvernecrc.com — office@luvernecrc.com
Sundays 9:30 a.m. Worship service. 6:30 p.m. Evening worship service. We
are streaming Sunday services live on YouTube at 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Send him a friend request if you’re not connected. You may also visit our
website for delayed broadcasts. Also our services are on local cable TV at
5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and at 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays. In all circum-
stances, may we joyfully declare: “Our help is in the name of the Lord, the
Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 124:8.

First Baptist Church
103 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne
Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org
Walt Moser, Pastor
Sundays, 10:30 a.m. In-person worship service. Service is also on Facebook
Live at 10:30 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne
Ph. 507-283-4431; www.graceluverne.org
graceluverne@iw.net
Ann Zastrow, Pastor
Dave Christenson, Interim Pastor

Thursday, Feb. 24: 8:30 a.m. Missions in Action. Sunday, Feb. 27—New
Member Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship Service with 3" Grade Milestone. 10 a.m.
Pancakes and Sausage Youth Fundraiser. 10 a.m. Sunday School. 5 p.m.
Worship. 6 p.m. Junior high Mystery Night. 6:30 p.m. Transitional Task
Force meeting. Tuesday, March 1: 9 a.m. Staff meeting. Wednesday, March
2: 7 a.m. Men’s Bible study. 3:15 p.m. Faithweavers. 6:45 p.m. Ash Wednes-
day service with Holy Communion. 7:45 p.m. Voices of Grace rehearsal.
Online, TV and Radio Worship options are available. Online: Sundays 9
a.m. on the church website www.graceluverne.org, click Worship tab or go
directly to our Facebook page at Grace Lutheran ELCA, Luverne. TV: Vast
Channel 3 will air our worship service Mondays at 4:30 p.m. and Fridays at
10 a.m. Radio: KQAD-AM Radio will air our worship service on Sundays at
8:15 a.m.

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne
Ph. 507-283-4571 or 605-215-9834
Sundays, 10:15 a.m. Worship service; worship online as well (at els.org).
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. Zoom Bible study. See our Facebook page, Bethany
Lutheran Church (Luverne) for other classes and events.

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne
Ph. 283-8600; email: office@arcluverne.org
Thursday, Feb. 24: 5:30 p.m. Tumbling Tykes. Friday, Feb. 25: 6:30
a.m. Community Men’s Bible study. Sunday, Feb. 27: 9:30 a.m. Worship

Service. 10:50 a.m. Sunday school. Monday, Feb. 28: 2 p.m. Movie Monday.

Tuesday, March 1: 12 p.m. Staff meeting. Wednesday, March 2: 5:30 p.m.
Midweek Meal. 6:30 p.m. Pioneer Club. 6:30 p.m. Jr. and Sr. High youth
groups. 6:30 p.m. Connection Team meets. Thursday, March 3: 9 a.m.
Cookie Crew. 5:30 p.m. Tumbling Tykes. Services are also broadcast on
Vast Channel 3 on Mondays at 6 p.m. and Wednesdays at 4 p.m. DVD’s
available upon request. To stay up to date on announcements, follow us on
Facebook and Instagram @arcluverne.

Rock River Community Church (formerly First Assembly of God)
1075 110" Ave., 2 miles west of Luverne on County Rd. 4
Ph. 612-800-1255; email info@rockrivercommunity.church
Bob Junak, Pastor; Annette Junak, Assistant Pastor
Sundays, 9 a.m. Sunday school; 10 a.m. Worship service. Children’s church

for ages 3-6™ grade and nursery for ages 0-3 provided during our services.

Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Worship service. All services are in-person and all are
welcome.

United Methodist Church
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne
Ph. 283-4529
Saturday, Feb. 26: 8 p.m. AA meeting. Sunday, Feb. 27: 9 a.m. Adult
Sunday school. 9:15 a.m. Coffee. 10:30 a.m. Worship service. 4:30 p.m.
Genesis/Revelation Bible study. Monday, Feb. 28: 6 p.m. Worship and
music meeting. Tuesday, March 1:30 p.m. God’s Circle. Wednesday, March
2: 6:15 p.m. FUEL. 6:30 p.m. Confirmation. 7 p.m. Ash Wednesday service
with First Presbyterian. 8 p.m. AA meeting. Live streamed on Facebook
and radio.

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne
Ph. 283-4787; email: Firstpc@iw.net
Sunday, Feb. 27: 9:30 a.m. Worship service. 10:30 a.m. Sunday school.

Monday, Feb. 28: 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Quilters. Wednesday, March 2: 5:30 p.m.
Bells. 6:15 p.m. Choir. 7:15 p.m. Committee meetings. In-person Worship
service and live on Facebook. Our Facebook page can be found under First
Presbyterian Church of Luverne. We are also on the local Luverne cable
station at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Tuesdays and 10 a.m. on Thursdays.

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne
Ph. 283-2316; email: stjohn@iw.net
www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org

Rev. Dr. Phil Booe, Pastor
Saturday, Feb. 26: 5:30 p.m. Worship Service. Sunday, Feb. 27: 9 a.m.
Worship Service. 10:15 a.m. Adult Bible class; Sunday School. Wednesday,
March 2: 9:30 a.m. Bible study. 6:30 p.m. Kids for Christ; 6:30-8 p.m.
Confirmation. 7:30 p.m. High School Youth Group. Services will be avail-
able on the Vast Channel 3 Sunday and online at the city website, cityoflu-
verne.org.

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St., Luverne
Ph. 449-0057; www.livingrockswmn.org
Billy Skaggs, Pastor

New Life Celebration Church
101 W. Maple, Luverne
Ph. (605) 368-1924; email: newlifecelebration@gmail.com
Food mission every third Thursday.

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
305 E. 2" St., P.O. Box 36, Hardwick
Ph. (507) 669-2855; zionoffice@alliancecom.net
Jesse Baker, Pastor

Sunday, Feb. 27: 9 a.m. Worship service. 10:15a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 a.m.

Bible study. Worship service on Luverne cable at 3:30 p.m. every Thursday
and Friday.

First Lutheran Church
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D.
Ph. (605) 757-6662
Mark Eliason, Pastor
Sunday, Feb. 27: 9 a.m. Worship at First Lutheran. 10 a.m. Sunday school.
Wednesday, March 2: 7 p.m. Ash Wednesday service at Palisade Lutheran.
Masks are strongly recommended, but not required, even if fully vaccinat-
ed. Worship will be streamed live on Facebook Video worship via YouTube
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121% St., Garretson, S.D.
Ph. (507) 597-6257 — firstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Mark Eliason, Pastor

Sunday, Feb. 27: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. Worship at Palisade
Lutheran. Wednesday, March 2: 7 p.m. Ash Wednesday service at Palisade
Lutheran. Masks are strongly recommended, but not required, even if fully
vaccinated. Worship will be streamed live on Facebook. Video worship via
YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHdQwVxFcU4

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 34 St., P.O Box 73, Beaver Creek
Ph. 507-935-5025
email: lori.firstpres@gmail.com

Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. Second Tuesday of each month, 7 p.m.

Session meeting.

Magnolia United Methodist Church
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia
Ph. 605-215-3429
email: magnoliamnumc@gmail.com
Nancy Manning, Pastor
Sunday, 9 a.m., in-person with livestream available on the church’s Face-
book site.

Steen Reformed Church
112 W. Church Ave., Steen
Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship service in-person with livestream
available on Facebook and YouTube. Radio worship on KQAD Sundays at
9:30 a.m.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
112 N. Main St., Hills
Ph. 962-3270
Sunday, Feb. 27: 9 a.m. Worship at Tuff Chapel. 10 a.m. Worship with Holy
Communion. 9 a.m. Sunday School. 7-8:30 p.m. Youth group meets. Wor-
ship will be streamed live to Facebook at Bethlehem of Hills. You can find
more info on our website blchills.org. Tuesday, March 1: 2 p.m. Tuff Home
Bible study. 3:30 p.m. Tuff Village Bible study. Wednesday, March 2: 9
a.m. Quilting. 6 p.m. Confirmation. 7 p.m. Social/dessert time. 7:15 p.m.
Wednesday night worship service.

Hills United Reformed Church
410 S. Central Ave., Hills
Office Ph. 962-3254
hillsurc@alliancecom.net
Alan Camarigg, Pastor

These weekly

Encouragement

My father was killed
inan accidentwhenIwas
11 years old.

Mymotherwasnever
a happy person prior to
his death, so you can
imagine what she was
like after. As I grew
older,shenevergavemea
single complimentor any
encouragement.

It wasn’t until one
of my high school teach-
ers encouraged me and
helped me plan my fu-
ture. That was the first
time I could remember
anybody helping me.

I didn’t know how to
react to an emotion T had
never experienced before

— to be encouraged to do
something, amazing!

Encouragement can
bring brightness to your
day. But being discour-
aged can make you feel
dark and empty.

Inscripture, Jobwas
hearing this from his
friends.

Job’sbuddies ganged
up on him believing he
had challenged the jus-
tice of God.

Job is getting even
more discouraged when
Eliphaz started raising
doubts abouthis wisdom.

Soon, this became a
war ofwordsbetweenJob
and his friends. This war
of words goes back and
forth between Job and
his buddies taking even
more from Jobs spirit.

Just prior to this,
Godhad allowed Satanto
take his wealth and fam-
ily away from him. Job
is hearing: “This is your
fault”, “You deserve this.”

Eliphazthoughtthey
were bringing comfort to
Job. However, they were
discouraging him, not
giving a single word of
encouragement.

Job 16:1-4:

1. Then Job spoke
again: 2. “Thaveheard all
this before. What miser-
able comforters you are!
3. Won'’t you ever stop
blowing hot air? What
makes you keep on talk-
ing? 4. I could say the
same things if you were
in my place. I could spout

BUILT ON
A Rock

By Pastor Bob
Junak, Rock River
Community Church,
Luverne

offcriticism and shake my
head at you.

Job told these guys,

“I've heard what you're
saying a thousand times.
So why don’t you just
shut up!”

It’s so easy to pile up
a fake narrative against
others just as these guys
did to Job, knowing that
he was already discour-
aged. Job is letting them
know his position, if you
were in my situation, and
Iinyours, I could criticize
you for hours in what you
have just said.

We now live in a day
where discouragement is
allaround us. Wecan’tgo
a single day without run-
ningintosomeone whois
complaining, being nega-
tive or is discouraged.

Often I find myself
being that person too.

I think Job, in his
wisdom, knew this and
he chose to encourage
because we are so easily
discouraged. And who
likes to be discouraged?

But when we are
encouraged, we start to
live the way God has de-
signed us to live, we live
with hope.

Job, being a man of
integrity says in verse
5, “But if it were me, I
would encourage you. I
would try to take away
your grief.”

What an amazing
gift we can offer to oth-
ers, bringing life to them
through encouragement!

Encouragement can
help to strengthen some-
one so they can move
forward to their next goal.

Let’s fill others with
encouragement instead
of emptying them with
discouragement!
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Mortgage foreclosure sale
set for March 25

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS
ACTION.
NOTICE ISHEREBY GIVEN, that default has occurred in the conditions of the following
described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE: July 31, 2009
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: $142,300.00
MORTGAGOR(S): Jimmie H. Lafrenz and Janice M. Larson, two single persons
MORTGAGEE: Minnwest Mortgage Corporation
LENDER OR BROKER AND MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED ON
THE MORTGAGE: Minnwest Mortgage Corporation
SERVICER: Specialized Loan Servicing LLC
DATE AND PLAGE OF FILING: Filed August 3, 2009, Rock County Recorder, as
Document Number 171866
ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: Assignedto: Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc; Dated: July 31, 2009, filed: September 3, 2009, recorded as document
number 171867; thereafter assigned to Specialized Loan Servicing, LLC; Dated: February
1, 2018 filed: April 26, 2018, recorded as document number 192552
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:
That part of the SE 1/4 of Section 35, Township 102 North, Range 46 West of the
5th p.m. described as follows: Commencing at the Southeast corner of Section
35; Thence South 89 degrees 57 minutes 35 seconds West (Geodetic bearing)
along the South line of the SE 1/4 of said Section a distance of 717.00 feet to
the point of beginning; Thence North 00 degrees 02 minutes 26 seconds West a
distance of 50.00 feet to a point; Thence continuing North 00 degrees 02 minutes
26 seconds West a distance of 425.00 feet to a point; Thence South 89 degrees
57 minutes 35 seconds West a distance of 655.00 feet to a point; Thence South
00 degrees 02 minutes 26 seconds East a distance of 425.00 feet to a point;
Thence continuing South 00 degrees 02 minutes 26 seconds East a distance of
50.00 feet to said South line; Thence North 89 degrees 57 minutes 35 seconds
East along said South line a distance of 655.00 feet to said point of beginning.
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 783 71st St, Beaver Creek, MN 56116
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION NUMBER: 02-0191-000
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS LOCATED: Rock
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE DATE OF
THE NOTICE: $136,819.12
THAT all pre-foreclosure requirements have been complied with; that no action
or proceeding has been instituted at law or otherwise to recover the debt secured by
said mortgage, or any part thereof;
PURSUANT, to the power of sale containedin said mortgage, the above described
property will be sold by the Sheriff of said county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: March 25, 2022, 10:00 a.m.
PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's Main Office, West Side Sheriff Dept, Front Step,
Luverne, MN 56156
to pay the debt secured by said mortgage and taxes, if any, on said premises and the
costs and disbursements, including attorneys fees allowed by law, subject to redemption

within 6 months from the date of said sale by the mortgagor(s) the personal representa-

tives or assigns.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE PROPERTY: Ifthe real estate is an owner-occupied,
single-family dwelling, unless otherwise provided by law, the date on or before which the
mortgagor(s) must vacate the property, if the mortgage is not reinstated under section
580.30 or the property is notredeemed under section 580.23, is 11:59 p.m. on September
25, 2022, or the next business day if September 25, 2022, falls on a Saturday, Sunday
or legal holiday.

"THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE

MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE RE-

DUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA
STATUTES SECTION 582.032 DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT THE
MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF

LESS THAN 5 UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUC-

TION, AND ARE ABANDONED.

Dated: January 27, 2022
Specialized Loan Servicing LLC
Assignee of Mortgagee
LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP
BY
Melissa L. B. Porter - 0337778
Gary J. Evers - 0134764
Joseph M. Rossman - 0397070
Attorneys for Mortgagee
LOGS Legal Group LLP
12550 West Frontage Road, Suite 200
Burnsville, MN 55337
(952) 831-4060

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR
(02-03, 02-10, 02-17, 02-24, 03-03, 03-10)

Faber probate

STATE OF MINNESOTA PROBATE COURT
DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK PROBATE DIVISION

In Re:Estate of
Francis Faber
Deceased

Court File No. 67-PR-22-34

ORDER AND NOTICE OF HEARING

FOR FORMAL PROBATE OF WILL AND
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
IN SUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION

AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND CREDITORS:

It Itis Ordered and Notice is hereby given that on the 21st day of March, 2022,
at 8:30 O'clock A.M., a hearing will be held in the above named Court at Rock
County Courthouse, Luverne, Minnesota, for the formal probate of an instrument
purporting to be the will of the above named deceased, dated November 8, 2002, and
for the appointment of Timothy Dale Ackerman, whose address is 912 S. Kennedy
Avenue, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57103, as personal representative of the estate
of the above named decedent in supervised administration, and that any objections
thereto must be filed with the Court. That, if proper, and no objections are filed, said
personal representative will be appointed to administer the estate, to collect all assets,
pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and expenses, and sell real and personal property,
and do all necessary acts for the estate. Upon completion of the administration, the
representative shall file a final account for the allowance and shall distribute the
estate to the persons thereto entitled as ordered by the Court, and close the estate.

Notice is further given that ALL CREDITORS having claims against said estate are
required to presentthe same to said personal representative or to the Court Administrator
within four months after the date of this notice or said claims will be barred.

Date Filed: February 7, 2022 /s/ Terry S. Vajgrt
District Court Judge

/s/ Natalie Reisch
Court Administrator

Douglas E. Eisma
Attorney for Petitioner
Eisma and Eisma
130 East Main
Luverne, MN 56156
(507) 283-4828

I.D. #158343

(COURT SEAL)

(02-17, 02-24)

Mortgage foreclosure sale
set for April 7

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS
ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: That default has occurred in the conditions of the
following described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: September 11, 2008

MORTGAGOR: Tracy J. Renken, a single person.

MORTGAGEE: Midwest Minnesota Community Development Corporation.

DATE AND PLACE OF RECORDING:Recorded September 11,2008 Rock County
Recorder, Document No. 169790.

ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: Assigned to: JPMorgan Chase Bank
N.A. Dated September 11, 2008 Recorded September 11, 2008, as Document No.
169791. And thereafter assigned to: Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC. Dated
January 13, 2014, Recorded February 3, 2014, as Document No. 183425.

TRANSACTION AGENT: NONE

TRANSACTION AGENT'S MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER ON
MORTGAGE: NONE

LENDERORBROKERANDMORTGAGEORIGINATORSTATEDONMORTGAGE:
Midwest Minnesota Community Development Corporation

RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE SERVICER: Carrington Mortgage Services LLC

MORTGAGED PROPERTY ADDRESS: 418 E Maple St, Luverne, MN 56156

TAX PARCEL 1.D. #: 201079000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:

The N.57 feet of Lots 10 and 11 in Block 3 in the Original Plat of the City of
Luverne, Rock County, Minnesota.

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS LOCATED: Rock

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: $64,400.00

AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE,
INCLUDING TAXES, IF ANY, PAID BY MORTGAGEE: $49,886.05

That prior to the commencement of this mortgage foreclosure proceeding
Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee complied with all notice requirements as required
by statute; That no action or proceeding has been instituted at law or otherwise to
recover the debt secured by said mortgage, or any part thereof;

PURSUANT to the power of sale contained in said mortgage, the above
described property will be sold by the Sheriff of said county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: April 7, 2022 at 10:00 A.M.

PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's Office, Main Entrance, Law Enforcement Center,
1000 North Blue Mound Avenue, Luverne, MN
to pay the debt then secured by said Mortgage, and taxes, if any, on said premises,
and the costs and disbursements, including attorneys' fees allowed by law subject to
redemption within six (6) months from the date of said sale by the mortgagor(s), their
personal representatives or assigns unless reduced to Five (5) weeks under MN Stat.
§580.07.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE PROPERTY: If the real estate is an owner-
occupied, single-family dwelling, unless otherwise provided by law, the date on or
before which the mortgagor(s) must vacate the property if the mortgage is not rein-
stated under section 580.30 or the property is not redeemed under section 580.23 is
11:59 p.m. on October 7, 2022, unless that date falls on a weekend or legal holiday,
in which case it is the next weekday, and unless the redemption period is reduced to
5 weeks under MN Stat. Secs. 580.07 or 582.032.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED FROMFINANCIAL OBLIGATION ONMORTGAGE:None
"THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE RE-
DUCED TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER MINNE-
SOTA STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER THINGS,
THAT THE MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL
DWELLING OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN AGRI
CULTURAL PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABANDONED.

Dated: February 1, 2022
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC
Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee

LIEBO, WEINGARDEN, DOBIE & BARBEE, P.L.L.P.

Attorneys for Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee

4500 Park Glen Road #300

Minneapolis, MN 55416

(952) 925-6888

85-22-001342 FC

IN THE EVENT REQUIRED BY FEDERAL LAW: THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

(02-10, 02-17, 02-24, 03-03, 03-10, 03-17)

Sandbulte brings forth
land patent benefit

We, Dale and Jodi Sandbulte, are bringing forth our Land Patent Benefit. If
interested see www.minnesotaassembly.net/public-notice.
(02-10, 02-17, 02-24, 03-03, 03-10, 03-17, 03-24, 03-31)

MCAN

H-BC School Board
meets Jan. 24

Hills-Beaver Creek Dist. 671
Minutes
Jan. 24, 2022

The Hills-Beaver Creek School Board met for its semi-monthly meeting
at 7:01 p.m. in the H-BC Secondary School Board room, 301 N Summit Ave,
Hills, MN.

Board members and Administration present were Fransman, Gehrke,
Knobloch, Rauk and Rozeboom. Superintendent Holthaus, Principal Kellenberger
and Business Manager Rozeboom were also in attendance. Board members
Bosch and Harnack were absent.

Motion by Rozeboom, second by Knobloch, and carried to approve
the agenda. No Visitors to the meeting
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
PATRIOT PRIDE:

-Paraprofessional Recognition Week January 24-29

-1st H-BC Robotics Competition held this past week

-Mock Trial Victory in 2nd Competition

-Honor Band in Mankato 1/28/22—Tess VanMaanen, Tara Paulsen, Dallas

Page, Danette Leenderts, Tyrae Goodface, Lexi Drake

Board Committee Meeting Reports:

-Building/Grounds to meet 1/26; Personnel/Finance meets after

Board Meeting 1/24/22

Motion by Fransman, second by Rauk, and carried to approve Consent Agenda:

-Minutes—01/10/2022

-Bills and Imprest Cash

-Student Accounts

-Additional Special Needs Route time

DISTRICT NON-ACTION ITEMS:

«Secondary Principal Report

«Superintendent/Elementary Principal Report
AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING
DATES TO REMEMBER:

-Regular Board Meeting, Monday, February 14, 2022

-Regular Board Meeting, Monday, February 28, 2022

Meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m.

Tamara Rauk, Clerk

(02-24)
Ziwaan probate
STATE OF MINNESOTA PROBATE COURT
DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF ROCK PROBATE DIVISION

In Re: Estate of Court File No. 67-PR-22-33
Carol Ann Zwaan, a/k/a Carol Zwaan,
Deceased ORDER AND NOTICE OF HEARING

FOR FORMAL PROBATE OF WILL AND
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
IN SUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION

AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND CREDITORS:

It Itis Ordered and Notice is hereby given that on the 21st day of March, 2022,
at 3:30 O'clock p.m., a hearing will be held in the above named Court at Rock County
Courthouse, Luverne, Minnesota, for the formal probate of an instrument purporting to
be the will of the above named deceased, dated February 23, 2001, and for the appoint-
ment of Monte Zwaan whose address is 591 160th Avenue, Luverne, Minnesota 56156,
as personal representative of the estate of the above named decedent in supervised
administration, and thatany objections thereto must be filed with the Court. That, if proper,
andno objections are filed, said personal representative will be appointed to administerthe
estate, to collect all assets, pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and expenses, and sell real
and personal property, and do all necessary acts for the estate. Upon completion of the
administration, the representative shallfile a final account for the allowance and shall distrib-
ute the estate to the persons thereto entitied as ordered by the Court, and close the estate.

Notice is further given that ALL CREDITORS having claims against said estate
are required to present the same to said personal representative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four months after the date of this notice or said claims will be barred.
Date Filed: February 7, 2022 /sl Terry S. Vajgrt

District Court Judge
Douglas E. Eisma /s/ Natalie Reisch
Attorney for Petitioner Court Administrator
Eisma and Eisma
130 East Main (COURT SEAL)
Luverne, MN 56156
(507) 283-4828
.D. #158343

(02-17, 02-24)

f

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network =%

EMPLOYMENT | MISCELLANEOUS

SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION TECHNICIAN
Grow with the leading inclined eleva-
tor manufacturer. Manage and perform
inclined elevator inspections and ser-
vice. Knowledge of general mechan-
ics and low-voltage electrical systems
required. Extensive travel. Full-time.
Marine  Innovations  888/334-4666
info@marineinnovations.com

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Cash

in exchange. Sell now while prices
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

Your ad here!
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of

1-800-279-2979

1.7 million readers!!!

THE GENERAC PWRCELL
A solar plus battery storage system. Save
money, reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outages and power your
home. Full installation services available.
$0 down financing option. Requesta free, no
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895

DISH NETWORK $64.99
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift
card. FREE voice remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living?
A Place for Mom simplifies the pro-
cess of finding senior living at no cost to
your family. Call 888/715-1720 today!

THE COVID CRISIS
has cost us all something. Many have
lost jobs and financial security. Have
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

HERO TAKES THE STRESS OUT
of managing medications. Hero sorts
and dispenses meds, sends alerts at
dose times and handles prescrip-
tion refill and delivery for you. Start-
ing at $24.99/month. No initiation fee.
90-day risk-free trial! Call 844/255-4489

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck or boat to Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax
deductible, free tow, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

Read the Public Notices online www.star-herald.com
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CARDS OF THANKS | | RENTALS | EMPLOYMENT | | EMPLOYMENT | | EMPLOYMENT | |  EMPLOYMENT
The family of Jessie Wen-
zel thanks you! Because of
your love, support and shared
memories; our family was
witness to a beautiful celebra- Schwartz Farms
tion of her life. Thank you for ’ H
sharing in this journey. Your Together! were famIIY'
k.m.dness through prayers, We are looking for family members to join us as Animal Care Specialists (FT) and
Visits, fOOd, cards, ﬂowers, Loading Specialists (PT —you chose your hours!) in the Luverne area. Provide
etc. was greatly appreciated! care for pigs from 3 weeks of age to market. Provide care to your team through
Mav God Bl 1 integrity, respect, excellence, innovation and adaptability. For more information, call
ay Go €ss you all. (507) 794-5779, email hr@schwartzfarms.net, or plete an applicati line at
Dean (Linda) www.schwartzfarms.com/careers.
Richard (Deb)
Patricia (David) J oin us tod ay! H
Paulette (Randy) | EMPLOYMENT |
(2.24-2.26)
MISCELLANEOUS |

HAVE A UNIQUE SER-
VICE OR BUSINESS? Get
the word out to over 1.4 mil-
lion households. Call WIDE
AREA CLASSIFIEDS to-
day, 507-359-7326. (tc)

EMPLOYMENT |

Nobles County Community
Services is looking to fill
the position for a Dental
Innovations Coordinator.
Nobles County is seeking a
full time Dental Innovations
Coordinator to work in the
Southern region to promote
healthy lifestyles, close the gap
of health inequity, and educate
on prevention of diseases
caused by lack of access to
dental services. This position
will work with communities,
schools, individuals, target
groups, dental providers, and
other health care professionals
to expand access to dental
service across our region.
Primary service area includes:
Nobles, Cottonwood, Jackson,
Lincoln, Lyon, Murray, Rock,
Pipestone, and Redwood
Counties. If you have a passion
for public health and serving
the community this could be
the career for you! Weekends
and Holidays off! Bilingual
candidates encouraged to apply.
APPLY TO: Nobles County
Administration Office. Visit
our website at www.co.nobles.
mn.us for application and to
view full job description and
benefit sheet. Deadline: Open
until filled, first review date
February 28, 2022. EEO/

Nobles County Community
Services is looking to fill
the position for a Licensed/

Registered Dietician.
If you have a passion for
public health and serving

the community this could be
the career for you! Nobles
County is seeking a licensed
or registered dietician to
join our public health team.
The majority of the time,
this position will provide
nutrition education and health
assessments  through  our
Women, Infants, and Children’s
Nutrition ~ Program  (WIC).
Primary responsibilities
include assessing nutritional
risks, screening for program
eligibility, and providing
nutrition education to children
and  families. = Weekends
and Holidays off! Bilingual
candidates encouraged to apply.
APPLY TO: Nobles County
Administration Office. Visit
our website at www.co.nobles.
mn.us for application and to
view full job description and
benefit sheet. Deadline: Open
until filled, first review date
February 28, 2022. EEO/

AA Employer (2.5-2.24)  AA Employer

(2.5-2.24)

Swift! \MERE HIRING!

Public Works Director - County Engineer

Provides strategic planning, fiscal, and personnel management for the operations of
the Swift County Public Works Department. Oversees the day-to -day operations of
Swift County Highway Department. Reviews and certifies the annual highway report of
activities and expenditures. Supervises employees; handles all department personnel
issues. Oversees the maintenance and construction of the County’s highway system.
PAY RANGE: $97,968 - $127,795/ANNUALLY
Hours: 40 hours/week
Closing Date: Open until filled with preference given to applications received by
February 25, 2022. For information on how to apply, visit www.swiftcounty.com/jobs
or call 320-314-8321.

HELP WANTED-

APPLIANCE REPAIR TECHNICIAN
FULL TIME

Installation and Delivery

of new and used appliances!

COMPETITIVE WAGES AND BENEFITS!

Apply in person or email Jeff: mh.appliance-jeff@hotmail.com

M & H HARDWARE & APPLIANCE

PH. 504-442-5671 - 813 Main Street « Edgerton 5.

Hear it first at
www.star-herald.com
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Girls’ hockey/continued from page 9A

a wrister over New Ulm’s goalie Ava
Brennan.

This tied the score at one.

Play went back-and-forth between
the teams with both goalies making big
saves to keep their teams tied at one.

At the 11:20 mark of Period 2, Van
Batavia fired a shot that was blocked by
a New Ulm defender.

The puck ended up in Van Bata-
via’s hands again, and she fired a wris-
ter past Brennan to give the Cardinals
a huge 2-1 lead heading into the third
period.

Shots on goal for the period were
14-10 in favor of the Eagles. Schutz
had 14 saves keeping the Eagles off the
scoreboard in the period.

In the third period New Ulm’s
O’Connor responded with a wrister
on Schutz, and line mate Evie Sellner
crashed the net for a rebound goal to
knot things back up at two goals each
just 56 seconds into Period 3.

The Cardinals and Eagles battled
the rest of the period, trying to slip
goals past either Schutz or Brennan,
but the third period horn sounded with
score still tied, and the teams headed to
overtime in the section championship.

Shots on goal for Period 3 were
heavily in favor of the Eagles 20-5.
Schutz was incredible for the Cardinals
making 19 saves in the period.

The first 8-minute overtime session
saw both teams having chances, and
again New Ulm and Luverne rose to
the occasion keeping each other from
scoring the sudden death overtime
decision.

Luverne was called for a late first
overtime penalty that put New Ulm on
the power play as time ran out in the
first overtime session.

After a Zamboni break and a much-
needed rest for both teams, the second
overtime session got underway with
the Luverne penalty carrying over from
where play left off.

New Ulm had multiple opportu-
nities on the power play, but Schutz
made huge save after save, sprawling
her limbs multiple times to keep the
Eagles off the board.

The Cardinals killed off the penalty
and it was back to 5-on-5.

With just 11:43 left in the second
overtime, Luverne went on a power
play after a New Ulm defender collided
with Payton Behr who lost her stick.

HIRING

The New Ulm defender then shot Behr’s
stick out of the way, causing the penalty
and giving the Cardinals the huge power
play.

The opening power play faceoff was
in the Eagles’ defensive zone. Cardinal
Bork won the faceoff back to Van Bata-
via who slid a pass to Behr for a one-
timer that barely missed.

The Cardinals controlled the zone
on the power play, not letting New Ulm
get the puck to send it down the rink for
an icing.

The next faceoff ended up being the
defining moment in the Luverne girls’
hockey season.

Bork would take the puck out of the
corner and pass to Macie Edstrom, who
slid it over to Payton Behr for a hard
wrister on net where Van Batavia, Bork
and Mallory Von Tersch were all bat-
tling.

Bork would pound it in past a
sprawling Brennan and the game was
over.

The Cardinals were headed back
to the Xcel Energy Center for the State
Tournament.

Final shots on goal were 51-30 in fa-
vor of the Eagles. Luverne senior goalie
Schutz capped off her best game of her
stellar career with 49 saves.

Coach Sandbulte remarked about
the importance of championship titles
in small hockey association where
younger players look up to varsity girls.

“I've chatted with some girls from
our first team making the tournament in
2016,” Sandbulte said. “And I told them,
‘See what you started?’ Success builds
success.”

He said the Cardinal girls built their
successful momentum one game at a
time. “We never gave three consecu-
tive championships a thought ‘til it was
done,” he said.

The State tournament bracket came
out Sunday.

The Minnesota State Hockey Tour-
nament seeds the Top 5 that are voted
on by the board and the remaining three
tournament teams get random draws to
figure opening round matchups.

For the first time in school history,
in both girls or boys’ hockey, Luverne
was seeded at a state hockey tourna-
ment, earning the No. 5 spot.

The Cardinals will play No. 4 seed
South St. Paul at 8 p.m. Wednesday Feb.

23.

Certified Nursing Assistants (CNAs)
Nurses (RNs and LPNs)

B 8 & &

5-Star Nursing Home

Cardinal wrestlers bow out of team
tournament, prepare for individuals

By Canaan Petersen
For the Star Herald

The Cardinal wrestling
team traveled to Adrian to
take on Wabasso Thursday,
Feb. 17, and came up short
against the Rabbits 51-24.

The team has been pre-
paring since then for the 3A
Individual Section Tourna-
ment starting Friday, Feb. 25,
in Wabasso.

Wabasso jumped out to
a 27-0 lead after four pins
between 106 and 126 pounds
before Gavin Marotzke won
by a 9-7 decision over Lu-
verne’s Hudson Hough.

Luverne’s Noah Mehl-
haff at 138 pounds stopped
the run by pinning Adryen
Tietz in 2:54. Braydon Ripka
bested the Rabbits’ Garret
Marotske by pinning him in
3:26 bringing the team score
closer at 27-12.

At 152 pounds, Wabas-
so’s Reston Remiger received
the first of four Luverne
forfeits before Cash Bon-
net won in an 8-2 decision
over Mason Kampsen at 160
pounds.

Wabasso picked up
another forfeit at 170 pounds,
but Luverne’s Jacob Madi-
son responded by securing

Lady Pates/from page 10A

A 13-point halftime
deficit was too much to
overcome for the H-BC girls
in Mountain Lake Thursday
night.

Scoring did not come
easy for the Patriots who had
to battle for each bucket in
the first half, and they found
themselves trailing 30-17 at
intermission. They made just
4 of 23 shots from beyond
the arc in the game.

The Patriots battled back
in the second half, outscor-
ing Mountain Lake Area-

$2,500 Bonuses for CNAs and LPNs

*Conditions apply

“Needing a change, | joined the Luverne
Veterans Home a little over a year ago.

Starting a new job can be overwhelming,

but | was welcomed into this family with
open arms. | have found a wonderful
group of work friends and it gives me
great job satisfaction knowing | can
better the lives of the Residents | care
for and the staff | work with. Working
here has allowed me to find the balance
between work and family life.”

Jill S, RN

Call or text us about our job opportunities!

507-920-0000
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Luverne wrestler Ayden Bonnett pins Wabasso’s Wyatt Irlbeck
during the Section 3A team tournament in Adrian Feb. 17

a narrow 5-4 decision over

Ezekial Olson at 182 pounds.

The Rabbits would
receive two more forfeits at
195 and 285 pounds secur-
ing the team win.

The Cardinals’ Ayden
Bonnett got the fifth and
final individual victory by
pinning Wabasso’s Wyatt
Irlbeck in 53 seconds at 220
pounds.

The team score ended
up 51-24 in favor of the Rab-
bits.

“Just like in most team
matches, forfeits hurt us
badly tonight,” said head
coach Jordan Kopp.

“We won five matches

which is as many as Wa-
basso did, but it’s tough to
overcome a 24-0 advantage
especially when their lower
weights are tough.”

The Cardinals now
prepare to travel to Wabasso
on Feb. 25 for the individual
section tournament.

“We need to see where
our guys get seeded, but
I'm confident we can come
home with some medals
and maybe even a trip to the
state tournament,” Kopp
said.

“Our boys have been
working hard all season and
now we can make all that
effort pay off.”

Comfrey 28-22. But it was
not quite enough as the
Lady Pates fell 52-45 in the
end.

Sophomore Layla
Deelstra led the way for the
Patriots scoring 10 points.
Sophomore Lanae Elbers
added eight points and sev-
en rebounds while seventh-
grader Olivia Deelstra also
had six points.

Two other contributors
for the Lady Pates were
sophomore Brynn Rauk
and eighth-grader Abbie

star-herald.com

Harris who each added five
points.

Fick100-02, Rauk110-05,L
Deelstra3 1 1-2 10, Voss 10

0-0 2, Bork 1 0 0-0 2, Steinhoff
101-3 3, Anderson000-00,0
Deelstra1 1 1-1 6, Elbers 4 0 0-0
8, Fagerness 0 0 0-0 0, Moser 0 0
0-0 0, Spykerboer 0 0 0-0 0, Har-
ris 11 0-0 5, E Deelstra 0 0 0-0 0

Team statistics

HBC: 19 of 55 (35 percent), 3 for
6 Free Throws (50 percent), 27
Rebounds, 14 Turnovers

MLAC: 16 of 55 (29 percent), 16
for 21 Free Throws (76 percent),
32 Rebounds, 13 Turnovers

Gymnastics/
from page 9A

At the state meet, Re-
isdorfer posted a 7.125 on
the balance beam (48™ out
of 48" gymnasts) and 7.775
(45™ out of 47) on the uneven
bars. She lost points in both
events after falling off the
apparatuses.

Reisdorfer started the
state meet on the floor ex-
ercise, scoring a 9.15, and
finished tied for 24th out of
47 gymnasts competing.

Reisdorfer’s first pass
on the vault, she landed low,
receiving an average score of
8.55fromthefourjudges. She
improved on hersecond pass
forascore of 8.9 and finished
39" out of 44 gymnasts.

Reisdorfer earned a re-
turn trip to the state competi-
tion by finishing third in the
all-around competition atthe
Feb. 12 Section 3A tourna-
ment in Marshall.

Atthe section meet, Reis-
dorfer broke her own school
recordintheall-around when
she posted a 35.625.

The 2022 event is Re-
isdorfer’s third-consecutive
state appearance and is the
first time she qualified for
the all-around competition.

As a seventh-grader she
competed on uneven bars
and last year on the beam.

In the team competition,
the Section 3A team champi-
ons, Worthington, finished
fifth (141.95) out of eight
teams. Watertown-Mayor/
Mound-Westonka (WM-
MW) won the Class A title
with a score of 145.75.

At the individual events,
the first-place gymnast and
score were:

eall-around: Reagan
Kelley, a junior, WM/MW,
38.475.

evault: Anna Mielke, se-
nior, WM/MW, 9.8.

bars: Kelley, 9.725.

ebeam: Lola Visci, sopho-
more, Big Lake, 9.6.

ofloor exercise: Miekle,

9.625.
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Engineering
technicians are
new faces of soil
and water health

Engineering
technicians Brandon
Bosch and Lee Tapper
are the newest faces

in Rock County’s Land
Management Office,
and they represent the
future of soil and water
health in local fields

and feedlots.
... Page 2B

Local family
finds new niche
for farm in garlic
production

Rabecca and Brandyn
Klosterbuer formed
Klosterbuer Mini Acres
in 2021. They sold an
estimated 350 pounds
of culinary garlic and
seed garlic and plan to
grow the same amount
in 2022.

... Page 3B

Luverne Jaycox
implement
transitions to
Titan Machinery

Luverne’s Jaycox
Implement has
become Titan
Machinery, but the
same friendly staff
greets customers
and the experience is

Rock County Star Herald Spring 2022 Ag Mag Page 1B

Lori Sorenson photo/0224 ag edition pro partners milling

Jon De Jong (from left) is Pro Partners Milling manager. Employees include drivers Brandon Boeve and Cody Lanoue and 30-year Farm Store
employee Ardell Van Wettering. A group of independent farmer producers purchased the Luverne Farm Store feed mill assets in January to grind
their own feed for their local hog operations. The mill will process 70,000 tons of feed per year for roughly 225,000 hogs in the area.

Independent producers buy Luverne Farm Store
feed mill to optimize integrated ag business

By Lori Sorenson

The independent farmer-owned Pro
Partners Milling in Luverne represents a new
model of ag business and a new era for the

Farm Store feed mill.

By Lori Sorenson

Rock County corn and

Hoff: Joining Pro Partners was ‘no-brainer

that. He also would have liked
knowing that his son is now part

When the Golla family offered the Farm
Store feed mill for sale (see related story), the
farmer investors pooled resources to buy it.

The owners, operating as a limited liabil-
ity company (LLC), now bring their own corn
to their own mill to mix feed for their own
hogs, many of which are processed at the
farmer-owned packing plant in Nebraska.

hog producer Chad Hoff has
childhood memories of his
dad, Verlyn Hoff, working for
the Luverne Farm Store.

So, when the vintage

of Pro Partners Milling, a group
of local farmers who bought the
Farm Store feed mill in January.
“I was dumping a load (at
the mill) the other day and I got

checkerboard Purina sign
recently came down in the feed mill,
Chad asked if he could have it.

chills because of the memories,”
Hoff said. “I wish I could ask my dad if
he ever thought we would one day be

Pat Von Tersch is one of the local inves-

“His CB handle was ‘Checkerboard part of this mill.”

the same, according
to manager Mark
Ommen.

... Page 5B

Are you handling
colostrum
properly?

Colostrum is a magic
health serum for
newborn calves,

but if not handled
carefully, the full
benefits may not be
realized.

... Page 11B

tors through his P&P Pork business and

Pro Partners Milling/continued on 14B

Hauler,” and I thought it would be cool
to hang that in my shop,” he said.
He said his dad would have liked

Hoff feeds roughly 120,000 bush-

Pro Partners Hoff/see page 14B

Gollas reflect on Luverne Farm Store generations of business

By Lori Sorenson

As a farm boy in the 1930s,
George Golla dreamed of one day
becoming a county extension agent,
and he did — after piloting 43 suc-
cessful B-24 bombing missions in
World War II.

In 1946 he became Rock
County’s agent in Luverne.

“It was about as good a job as
you could have in those days,” he
once told the Star Herald. “You had
a car and an expense account ... I
thought the job was the end of the
rainbow.”

As it turned out, his local agri-
culture influence didn’t stop there.

He opened the Luverne Farm
Store in January 1948 as a feed and

seed store and the Luverne Farm
Store and Gas Co. (with partner
Russell Forrest) in 1957.

Through the years the Farm
Store changed with the changing
face of agriculture expanding again
in 1962 to include dry fertilizer and
chemical sales.

A farm magazine in 1961 fea-
tured the Luverne Farm Store:

“Merchandising opportunities for
feed and farm supply dealers de-
pend on the ability of management
personnel to see and exploit them. A
business which demonstrates this
theory is the Luverne (Minn.) Farm
Store, owned by George Golla.”

Farm Store era/continued on 8B

Lori Sorenson Star Herald file photo/farm store four generation
Gary (left) Nathan (holding Jackson) and George Golla pose
for a four-generation photo during the 2001 Rock County Fair.
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New engineering technicians are future leaders
of soil and water health in Rock Gounty

By Lori Sorenson
Engineering technicians
Brandon Bosch and Lee Tapper

are the newest faces in Rock
County’s Land Management
Office, and they represent the
future of soil and water health
in local fields and feedlots.

“We want to see family
farms continue from genera-
tion to generation,” said Tapper,
who started in Rock County in
January.

Tapper’s work focuses on
assisting local producers with
cover crops and other measures
to improve soil health.

“Alot of guys are realizing
they need to change. ... I want
to help farmers and landowners
with different practices to help
protect and conserve their land
for future generation farmers to
come.”

Bosch, whose work focuses
on feedlots and manure man-
agement, has been with Rock
County since the fall of 2019.

“I spend a lot of time fish-
ing, and I've seen how nutrient
runoff can impact water qual-
ity,” he said.

He acknowledges that run-
off comes from many sources,
including city storm drains, but
he said his work focuses on

Lori Sorenson photo/0224 ag edition SWCD engineering technicians
Engineering technicians Brandon Bosch and Lee Tapper are the newest faces in Rock County’s Land

Management Office, and they’re workikng to improve soil and water health in local fields and feedlots.

Bosch said about enforcing
feedlot ordinances. “And most
of the livestock producers are
easy to work with.”

However, as precision
farming becomes increasingly
necessary, both Tapper and
Bosch find themselves helping
producers make the most of
improved technology.

For example, manure man-
agement is about applying the
right amount of nutrients in
areas of a field where more is
needed than in other areas.

“A little goes a long way,”
Bosch said about manure. “Es-
pecially when input costs are as
high as they are.”

That means field soil boring
tests and more precise manure
application equipment are nec-
essary in order to get the most
out benefit from increasingly
expensive farming inputs.

It also means monitoring
runoff, sampling tile lines and
measuring improvements in
soil health.

And more than anything, it
means producers are leaning
on the expertise of their agron-
omists and professionals at the
Rock County Land Manage-
ment.

“We’re here to help,” Tap-

per said. “We want them to be
comfortable coming in to ask

feedlots and reducing their ef- work, especially around my

fects on the environment. hometown,” said the Ash Creek
“It’s a great opportunity to native.

get involved in conservation He said he sees his most

and working with landowners to
correct soil erosion.

“Alot of the leg work was
done before my time here,”

important role with Rock County
Land Management as helping lo-
cal livestock producers navigate

MPCA’s feedlot requirements SWCD technicians/see page 5

Meet the new SWCD technicians

Engineering technician
Brandon Bosch, Steen, has been
with the Land Management office
since November 2019.

He’s from Ash Creek and gradu-
ated from Luverne High School in
2011. He earned an environmental
studies degree in 2015 from Bemi-
dji State University. He’s the son of
Larry and Nicie Bosch.

Brandon’s duties include feedlot
inspections and permitting, con-
servation projects (survey, design,
and construction inspection) and
some involvement with household
hazardous waste collection and the
tree program.

Why did you want to work
here? “It’s a great opportunity to
get involved in conservation work,
especially around my hometown.”

What do you see as your

most important role with the
SWCD? Helping local livestock
producers navigate MPCA'’s feedlot
requirements, and working with land-
owners to correct soil erosion.

Engineering technician Lee
Tapper, rural Hardwick, started with
the Land Management Office in Janu-
ary.

He grew up on a farm near Hawar-
den, Iowa, and earned his associate’s
degree in conservation technology at
Ellsworth Community College in Towa
Falls. He went on to get a bachelor’s in
soil land management from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, Stevens Point.

Lee comes to Rock County with
two years of experience with the Cot-
tonwood County Soil Water Conserva-
tion District.

He assists with the Wetland

Conservation Act Program, tree
program and with various prac-
tices, such as cover crops, grass
waterways and water and sediment
control basins.

He and his wife, Megan (Peters-
en), were married last fall and now
live five miles west of Hardwick
with their dogs Dash and Boomer.

Why did you want to work
here? I want to assist farmers and
landowners with different Ag Best
Management Practices (Ag BMP)
help protect and conserve their
land for future generation farmers
to come.

What do you see as your
most important role with the
SWCD?

Providing assistance to the
people of Rock County to help pro-
tect and conserve the land.
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Three varieties of seed garlic at Klosterbuer Mini Acres include (from left) Amish rocambole, inchelium red and Vietnamese red.

Klosterbuer Mini Acres finds niche in Rock County

By Mavis Fodness

Garlic is a common culi-
nary ingredient, and thanks to
a Steen family, fresh garlic is
available for sale locally.

Rabecca and Bran-
dyn Klosterbuer formed
Klosterbuer Mini Acres in
2021 as a result of being stuck
at home due to the pandemic.

“Gardening became a pas-
time initially,” Rabecca said.

“We had some fun garden-
ing in 2020 in the summer of
that year and so we said, ‘Why
don’t we make a business out
of this and see how it goes.”

A Google search of high-
value crops gave them a few
ideas.

“We initially were going to
try lavender and figured out
that’s probably not what we
want to do in this area because
of extreme temperatures,”
Brandyn said.

Garlic was another pos-
sibility, a crop best known to
grow in the warmer southern
climates

Minnesota Premium Gar-
lic Project also came up on the
Google search.

Jerry Ford is the project’s
director.

“The project does outreach
to farmers to encourage them
to add garlic as an income
stream,” he said. “Most years
it is just great, and then you
get a wipe-out year.”

Each summer Minnesota
Premium Garlic hosts special
trainings and tours of exist-
ing garlic farms that are part
of the Sustainable Farming
Association. The Klosterbuers
reached out to one such
farmer near Willmar.

Garlic is planted from
bulbs harvested the previous
year. More than 70 garlic vari-
eties are grown in the state.

From the Willmar farm
visit, the Klosterbuers pur-
chased 45 pounds of garlic
seed bulbs in what Brandyn
said was a “go big or go home”
jump into garlic production.

Their first crop yielded
350 pounds of garlic. “It has
taken off,” Brandyn said.

Fresh garlic is a financial boom for new, existing farmers

Mavis Fodness photo/Ag Tab Klosterbuer

“Surprisingly we have had good
local interest in naturally raised
garlic.”

Demand for garlic
high in the state

Ford said the garlic market
in Minnesota is wide open with
not enough growers to meet the
consumer demand.

Many of the state’s growers,
like the Klosterbuers, are listed
in the Premium Garlic Directory
for the Upper Midwest, but not
all growers are listed.

“The directory is a fraction of
the people growing garlic in the
state,” he said.

In a recent survey for the
garlic project, 104 farmers an-

Farm moris

HISTO

o Long-term fixed rates from 2 to 30 years
« Convenient loan conversion options
« Flexible refinancing options

swered questions about the gar-
lic grown by them and primarily
sold directly to consumers.

Due to the state’s colder
climate, the garlic grown here
is often more flavorful than that
grown in warmer climates.

The Klosterbuers chose to
focus on three varieties — Viet-
namese red, Amish rocambole
and inchelium red — and will
be either for seed or for culinary
use.
Garlic bulbs generally like
sandier soils, but Ford said the
Klosterbuer varieties will adapt
over time to the heavier soils
and different weather condi-
tions of Rock County.

The key to growing garlic

erﬂiés au’e

In preparation for their first year growing garlic, Rabecca and Bran-
dyn Klosterbuer planted 45 pounds of seed garlic in the fall of 2020
in preparation for sale in 2021. The couple yielded an estimated 350
pounds of garlic for their first season.

Three varieties of garlic are available at Klosterbuer Mini Acres, (from
left) Vietnamese red, inchelium red and Amish rocambole.

Brandyn and Rabecca Klosterbuer formed Klosterbuer Mini Acres last
summer and grew their first crop of garlic in the backyard. They sold
an estimated 350 pounds of culinary garlic and seed garlic and plan to
grow the same amount in 2022. The couple is pictured at left with their
son, Ryder, and a bow! of garlic bulbs from their first year in business.

successfully is staying disease-
free. This is often achieved
through careful crop manage-
ment.

Local garlic grown natu-
rally

Customers prefer produce
not to be raised with pesti-
cides or herbicides, as the
Klosterbuers found when selling
their garlic scapes, seed stock
and bulbs.

They’ve developed a rota-
tion system within their acre-
and-a-half backyard, and they
regularly test for the garlic bloat
nematode, tips they learned
from the garlic project.

Rotating to a different plot

CALLY LOW.

DON'T WAIT FOR RATES TO START CLIMBING.
PARTNER WITH COMPEER FINANCIAL® TO GET:

« Local, client-focused service

Now is the time to turn your plans into reality. Let’s get started today.

each year discourages nema-
tode growth by allowing the
ground to rest. Garlic uses a
large amount of nitrogen from
the soil to grow, and without
the use of chemicals nitrogen is
replenished naturally by resting
the soil.

Rabecca’s full-time job is
caring for and marketing the
40-by-60-foot garlic garden.

Bulb planting takes place in
the fall of the year, generally in
October. Mulch covers the new-
ly planted bulbs for protection
against the winter weather. The
bulbs wait for the warm spring

Klosterbuer garlic/see p. 4B

o Farm debt consolidation loans with one annual payment
« Cooperative benefits through our patronage program

Pat Barnett
Financial Officer
(507) 360-0506

Pat.Barnett@compeer.com

all |

COMPEER

FINANCIAL

COMPEER.COM | (844) 426-6733
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Klosterbuer Mini Acres finds new farming niche in garlic production/continued from page 3

weather before sprouting.
As the crop grows, Ra-
becca is watchful of weeds,
scapes and wilting plants.
“I pull every single weed
out of the ground,” she said.
“Then I cut off the
scapes so the bulbs will
grow bigger. If a plant looks
sickly — say the leaves look
brown and yellow — then
we will pick one of those to
see if there are any diseases
with it.”
The wilted plants are
mailed to the University
of Minnesota for testing. A
positive test for garlic bloat
nematode would wipe out
the crop.

Sales take place locally
and across the U.S.

The Klosterbuers sell
the tender, edible garlic
scapes in late spring/early
summer.

The garlic bulbs are
ready by late June/early
July depending on the
season.

The entire stalk and
bulb are pulled and allowed
to dry, which takes about
four to six weeks.

Once properly dried, the
culinary garlic can be stored
for up to eight months.

Inquiries and sales
come to the Klosterbuer

Mini Acres social media site.

Seed garlic is sold for
$18 per pound and the culi-

nary garlic at $15 per pound.

Large orders receive special
pricing.

The first garlic season
was a successful one for
Klosterbuer Mini Acres.

“We sold to a lot of
people, interestingly
enough,” Rabecca said.

“We’ve shipped to New York,
Arizona, California, Penn-

Luverne: 507-283-4418 « Jasper: 507-348-3911
Kanaranzi: 507-283-8989 « Magnolia Grain: 507-283-0070
Magnolia Agronomy: 507-283-243]

“We want to see
how this
garlic takes off
and makes it a
business for us.
Then we can
venture out.”

— Brandyn
Klosterbuer

sylvania and Alabama.”
The 2022 garlic crop

expansions planned for
the coming year.

“We want to see how
this garlic takes off and

Then we can venture out,”
Brandyn said.

Possible ventures
include other root plants
such as onions. They've
also had requests to grow
arugula.

In October of 2021, Brandyn Klosterbuer tilled a new 40- by-60-foot plot for planting the 2022 garlic crop.

About the premium

Vietnamese red is one of three garlic varieties grown at
Klosterbuer Mini Acres. The other varieties are Amish ro-
cambole and inchelium red.

Pictured at right, reshly harvested culinary garlic waits to

garlic project

um Garlic Project is part
of a five-year specialty
crops block grant through
the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

The grant focuses
on improving produc-
tion, marketing practices,
expanding markets and
research. The Sustain-
able Farming Association
and the U of M Extension
work together to study the
best cultivation practices.

The project began in
2017.

More information is
available at the project’s
website, www.sfa-mn.org/

be bundled for drying at the Klosterbuer farm.

Rock County Rural

Water District

+Water delivered to your home and
your Livestock under pressure.
+Treated and tested safe daily.
«Your water now and for your future.

Rock County Rural Water
507-283-8886

the-garlic-project.
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email - wnconst@hotmail.com
1275 101st St. Luverne, MN 5156

is already planted, with no

makes it a business for us.

The Minnesota Premi-



By Lori Sorenson

The Titan Machinery signs
are starting to show up at the
former Jaycox Implement deal-
ership in Luverne, and the new
Titan staff uniforms arrived last
month.

But customers are finding
familiar faces behind the coun-
ter and in the shop, and they’re
finding the same equipment
and services they knew with the
previous ownership.

“It’s going great,” general
manager Mark Ommen said
about the transition since Titan
Machinery bought Jaycox in
December.

“It’s a new business system
and new way of doing business,
but we’re learning. With every
day that goes by we’re getting
better.”

Ommen said the Titan
information system is more
integrated, and that translates
to better service for customers.

“And having more locations
gives us access to more equip-
ment,” Ommen said. “Equip-
ment shortages are everywhere,
but we have more choices of
equipment because of our mul-
tiple locations — whether it’s a
lawnmower or a fleet of farm
equipment.”

He said the Titan acquisi-
tion will allow the dealership to
remain competitive and support
the local ag economy.

“It’s a lot to think about for
the business, the employees and
the customers,” he said.

“You wonder about where
you're going to be in the future,

SWCD new technicians/continued from page 2
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Luverne’s Jaycox Implement transitions under new
Titan Machinery ownership, but same people remain

“The signs may say Titan,
but we’re still the same;
what we did yesterday is
what we're still doing
today and what we’ll

be doing tomorrow.

— Mark Ommen

2»

maybe 15 years down the road.”
While daily business opera-
tions are the same, Ommen rec-
ognizes the value in long-held
family businesses like Jaycox.
“Ray and Arlene started the
business 65 years ago in Lake
Park, Towa, and 30 years ago
Chad came in when they opened
in Worthington,” Ommen said.
“I came on board 10 years
ago when they bought the
Luverne location from the Mark
Jacobson ownership group.”
And he understands local

Lori Sorenson photo/0224 ag tab titan ommen

General manager Mark Ommen said the transition is going well since Titan Machinery bought the Luverne
Jaycox Implement dealership in December of 2021. “Titan came after us because we were doing very well,”
he said. “They viewed us as a strong competitor and key performer, so we view that as a compliment.”

apprehension about the acquisi-
tion.

“We were a small family
business that was bought by a
publicly traded company with 70
locations,” Ommen said. “I get
that.”

But he said there were oppor-
tunities for the local dealership
with the deal.

“Titan came after us because
we were doing very well,” Om-
men said. “They viewed us as
a strong competitor and key
performer, so we view that as a

compliment.”

David Meyer, Titan Machin-
ery’s Chairman and Chief Execu-
tive Officer, said the Jaycox in
Luverne — in southwestern
Minnesota and northwestern
Iowa complements existing Ti-
tan footprint in the region.

“Jaycox has been a fixture
in this market since 1956, has a
talented and experienced team
of employees, excellent popula-
tion of Case IH equipment and
is well-known for their focus on
customer service,” Meyer said.

“We aim to build upon that
legacy with our added resources
and look forward to integrating
their team and customers into
the Titan family.”

Ommen said the larger
Titan network offers more
resources in terms of inventory,
training and talent and provides
more opportunity for employees
to advance or move in the com-
pany among the 70 locations.

Closing was in Dec. 1, and
all Jaycox employees became
Titan employees. There are 87
employees among the three
locations.

Jaycox president Chad
Jaycox shared a message with
the community on social media
last fall.

“We value the relationships
that we have built with each of
you over the past 65 years and
feel that under the guidance of
Titan Machinery we can contin-
ue to foster these relationships
going forward,” Jaycox said.

“I humbly thank each of you
for allowing us to support the
hardest-working industry in the
world and look forward to what
the future holds.”

Mostly, Ommen said he’s
glad to continue doing business
in Luverne.

“We’re sure appreciative of
the customers and the relation-
ships we’ve built through the
years,”

“The signs may say Titan,
but we’re still the same; what
we did yesterday is what we’re
still doing today and what we’ll
be doing tomorrow.”

for assistance with water ways, cover
crops, reduced tillage and nutrient man-
agement.”

Bosch agreed and said the Land
Management Office a “judgment free.”

“It can be nerve-wracking for them
to come in, especially if they have a deep
gully or something they should have ad-
dressed earlier,” he said.

“But we’re here to help. Don’t be
afraid to give us a call or stop in.”

Longtime Land Management techni-
cian Arlyn Gehrke said there’s never
been a better time than now to sign up
for easements and incentives.

“The payments are quite lucrative,”
he said.

“We’ve done a lot of contracts, espe-
cially in the past five years since flood-
ing.”

In the past five years he said his of-
fice assisted with 20 easements. In the
15 years prior, there were only five.

“With the flooding, a lot of guys just
got tired of fighting it ... only to have it
flood,” Gehrke said, adding that lower
commodity prices helped too.

It’s easier to convince producers to
take marginal land out of production
when the acres are making them less

“A lot of guys are realizing
they need to change. ... I
want to help farmers and
landowners with different
practices to help protect and

conserve their land for future
generation farmers to come.”

— Lee Tapper, SWCD
engineering technician

money to start with.

On the flip side, Gehrke said some
producers are tempted to till waterways
and pastures when corn and soybean
prices spike.

“That has happened,” he said.

Whether it’s righting bad decisions or
addressing longtime erosion or poor soil
health, Bosch and Tapper said they look
forward to working with producers.

“We’ll come out and look at it — boots
on the ground,” Tapper said.

“If we can’t find an answer for them,
we'll find someone who can.”
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Take care when handling grain
Following safety protocol may not be the most profitable, but it will help keep everyone safe

“There is a direct correlation
between out-of-condition grain
and an increased likelihood of
worker exposure to entrapment
situations,” according to
Purdue University’s 2020
Summary of U.S. Agricultural
Confined Space-Related
Injuries and Fatalities.

“Whenever a farmer or
elevator employee has to ‘fight’
to get the grain to flow out
of (a bin), there is a strong
temptation to bypass safe
work practices by entering the
structure in order to keep the
grain flowing.”

Sometimes a crusted layer
forms on the surface of grain
inside a bin or within the grain
mass. That leads to a void
above the outlets as grain is
removed from the bin.

If the crusted grain breaks
up during the removal process,
it may block the bin outlets,
reducing or stopping the flow.

In other situations, vertically
crusted grain can cling to the
walls of the bin or form free-
standing piles. The piles may
contain tons of grain, which
can collapse without warning.

“If the grain won’t flow, it’s
already too late to debate what
was or was not done to prepare
the grain for safe storage,” the
summary reads.

“The issue at hand is to
remove the grain without
putting anyone at risk of
entrapment.”

The summary notes that,

“although the following steps
may not be the most profitable,

”»

In 2020 there were 64 cases of agricultural-confined space-related cases. These included 35 grain entrap-
ments, seven falls into or from grain storage structures, four asphyxiations due to deficient oxygen levels or
toxic environments and 12 equipment entanglements (such as those involving in-floor and sweep augers)

that occurred while working inside or around agricultural confined spaces.

they will help keep everyone
safe when handling grain.

«Never enter a bin where
there is evidence of crusting
on the surface or within the
grain mass. If grain has been
removed from the structure
and the surface has not flowed
toward the outlet, stay out!
This is a clear sign that a large
void has formed over the
outlet.

«If there is any sign that
the grain is going out of
condition or has already
done so, it needs to be moved
immediately. The condition of

Internet <

the grain will not improve if left
in storage and will only worsen
as warm weather arrives, which
causes biological and insect
activity to increase.

+Perform all observations or
unplugging efforts from outside
the bin, at the top access hatch.
Again, if there is evidence of
crusting, spoilage, or excessive
heating, stay out!

The risk is too great. In
some cases, long pipes, rebar,
or other probes can be inserted
into the grain mass to break
up crusted grain or trash that
is plugging the outlet. Watch

out for overhead power lines
when handling these long
probes.

oIf the grain has become
so crusted or the floor outlets
become plugged, preventing
grain removal according
to the bin manufacturer’s
recommendations, contact
a professional grain
salvage service that has the
experience and equipment to
break up and remove out-of-
condition grain.

These services are
expensive but can save lives

and salvage some of the grain.

“Whenever a farmer
or elevator employee
has to ‘fight’ to get the
grain to flow out of a
bin, there is a strong
temptation to bypass
safe work practices by
entering the structure
in order to keep the
grain flowing.”

In some regions there is a market
for damaged grain, which helps
make the salvage operation a
little less costly.

In 2020 there were 64 cases
of agricultural-confined space-
related cases.

These included 35 grain
entrapments, seven falls
into or from grain storage
structures, four asphyxiations
due to deficient oxygen levels
or toxic environments and 12
equipment entanglements (such
as those involving in-floor and
sweep augers) that occurred
while working inside or around
agricultural confined spaces.

“The frequency of documented
cases remains a concern
considering the substantial
resources being invested in
solving the problem,” the
summary states.

Additional information on
grain handling safety is at www.

grainsafety.org, https://apps.npr.
org/buried-in-grain/ and www.
agsafe outh.info

Funds available to update Minnesota livestock

operations for innovated improvements

N

ALLIANCE

COMMUNICATIONS"

Apply by April 5, 2022, for the AGRI Livestock Investment Grant

612 Third St., Garretson ¢ (605) 594-3411

alliancecom.net

Minnesota livestock farmers
and ranchers seeking to improve
their livestock operation
are encouraged to apply for
an additional round of the
Agricultural Growth, Research
and Innovation (AGRI) Livestock
Investment Grant program.

The Minnesota Department
of Agriculture (MDA) anticipates
awarding up to $443,000 using a
competitive review process in this
round.

The AGRI program’s
Livestock Investment Grants
encourage long-term industry
development in Minnesota’s
$7 billion livestock industry
through investment in facilities,

infrastructure, and equipment.
Funding for the grants comes
through the AGRI Program to
advance Minnesota’s agricultural
and renewable energy industries.

Applicants may apply for up to
10 percent of the first $250,000 of
an eligible investment.

Grant awards can range in size
from $400 to $25,000.

Each livestock operation
is eligible to receive a lifetime
maximum of $50,000 from this
grant program.

To be eligible for
reimbursement by this grant, you
must be invoiced and pay for all
project materials and services after
Jan. 1, 2022.

Project examples include
buildings or facilities for the
production of livestock or
livestock products, development
of pasture for use by livestock,
including but not limited to lanes,
watering systems and fences, and
equipment for livestock housing,
confinement, feeding and waste
management.

We must receive your proposal
no later than 4 p.m. on Tuesday
April 5, 2022, for it to be
considered. We encourage you to
use our online application.

More information about the
grant can be found on the AGRI
Livestock Investment Grant
website.

Justin Kemp

Owner

*Commercial
*Business
*Residential
*Ag *Industrial

PO Box 803 « Luverne, MN 56156 * 507-920-6961
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® State Cost Share for Agricultural Conservation Practices
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® g Best Management Pracfices Loans
® Trees @ Recycling
® Technical Assistance for Conservation Practices

Wont to- see your business
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at 507-283-2333
to- inquire about advertising

Rock County Land Mgt./SW(D
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What keeps you up at night?

One of the most difficult discussions is identifying what level of risk to
protect. ... Every farm is different, and every farmer is different

By Lucas Peters,
Rock County Corn & Soybean
Growers Association

I work in the risk management
business at Professional Ag Mar-
keting in Luverne.

Our office talks every day with
farmers about using different tools
like futures, options and insurance
to minimize the risk on commodi-
ties that they produce.

One of the hardest parts of the
discussion, both for the farmer and
myself, is trying to identify what
level of risk they want to protect.
Every farm is different, and every
farmer is different.

To help figure that out, we
often talk through the question,

“What keeps you up at night?” Dur-
ing those discussions, we are trying
to identify business/price/produc-
tion risks that are relatively short-
term.

But what about long term for
ag? For the next 10, 20, or 50 years,
what keeps you up at night? I wake
up worrying about how to connect
the next generation to farming.

My entire life has revolved
around ag. I grew up on a farm in
South Dakota, majored in agron-
omy at South Dakota State Uni-
versity, work in ag, am president
of the Rock County Corn/Soybean
Growers Association, and farm
with my family as well.

I have two daughters that enjoy
being on the farm, driving equip-
ment, feeding cows, field lunches,
talking the talk.

But walking the walk is nearly
impossible without being there
every day.

When you grow up with farm-

Lucas Peters

ing and work on it, you are connect-
ed. I struggle with how to set that
connection with my two girls.

They help me grow pumpkins,
popcorn, sweet corn and potatoes.
These crops help show the fruits of
our labor more easily than the corn
and soybeans.

Watching YouTube videos of
farming and playing farm simulator
games helps conversation and fills
in the gaps that I gloss over.

But so far, Harry Potter and
Barbie are beating me.

What’s the big deal?

My goal isn’t to make full-time
farmers out of them. But I want
them to understand and appreci-
ate the farm. If they do, my hope
would be that they will pass the
same appreciation to their kids. If I
can’t, my great grandkids will likely
only have a picture of our farm as
evidence of farming in their back-
ground.

Think of your former class-
mates, friends and neighbors. Many
of mine had grandparents that
farmed. That was the last connec-
tion. Now their kids are completely
removed from the farm.

The more generations that
lose a connection to ag, the more
challenges ag will face in the fu-
ture. It is always easier to under-
stand something that you have
practiced before.

Having generations connected
to ag now will create better oppor-
tunities for future farmers.

A qualified labor force, skilled
entrepreneurs, and policy deci-
sion-makers that understand ag
will be as important in the future
as they are now.

Many farmers already feel like
their voice is not heard by deci-
sion-makers. How will farmers
feel in 50 years if current trends
hold?

Whenever I have this conver-
sation with someone, it always
comes with the response, “What
can I do?”

Short term, you can get
involved with organizations that
support ag.

It is easy to share thoughts at
home, but getting involved can
help make your voice heard and
ideas shared by larger audiences
and might influence decision-
makers.

If that seems scary, you can
do something as simple as asking
a non-farming friend, neighbor
or family member to go for a ride
in the combine or tractor. Have a
conversation.

Share your story. An hour in
the cab may change a point of
view or spark an interest.

We can help minimize the
many risks farmers face in the
future by creating connections to
agriculture now.
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Luverne Farm Store era/continued from page 1

The feature story quoted the senior
Golla as saying he was “engaged in
trying to help farmers become more
efficient.”

That mantra remained true for
generations of Golla business dealings
in Luverne.

Generations of employees,
customers and relationships

The Golla Farm Store family own-
ership grew to include Gary Golla in
1975 and Nate Golla in 2000,

“I started working here when I was
six,” Nate said. “He would bring me
down to sweep the floor of the old of-
fice for a quarter so that I could get a
pop on a Saturday morning.”

Gary smiled.

“That’s about the age that I started
also. I was old enough that he would
trust me to ride my bike down here.
That’s how both of us started,” he said.

“We’re a generational business,
much like a lot of our farm custom-
ers are generational. I consider myself
incredibly lucky to have been able to
work with my dad and my son.”

He said the Farm Store has been
blessed by loyal employees through the
years.

“We’ve had some employees who
were with us for 40 years or more, guys
like Ed Wyffels and Greg Uithoven.
We’ve had guys with us for 30 plus
years, like Ardell Van Wettering. It
wasn’t uncommon for us to keep
employees for 10, 20 or 30-plus years.
And that’s remarkable,” Gary said.

Lori Sorenson photo/0127 farm store gollas
Nathan (left) and Gary Golla anounced
in January that they had sold their fam-
ily business, the Luverne Farm Store. Pro
Partners Milling bought the feed mill, and
Luverne Lawn Care LLC bought the lawn
care, grounds maintenance and rental
equipment from the Farm Store.

“We believed that people who worked
with us are family. And we tried to treat
them like they were family.”

Long after the senior Golla died in
2006, Gary and Nate maintained original
Farm Store values.

“It comes back to how Grandpa
George started, how Dad continued and
how I wanted to continue as well,” Nate
said.

Luverne Farm Store era/see page 16

Webelieve in you.”
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Cris Oeltjenbruns Dave Sternborg Mike DeBates

YOUR OPERATION'S SUCCESS IS OUR SUCCESS!

303 East Main St | Luverne, MN
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Farmland values increase in 2021

The annual survey farmland sales
in 14 southwestern Minnesota counties
shows farmland sales this year increased
by an average of 6.4 percent over the
previous year.

The average per-acre price over the
14 counties this year was $6,780, com-
pared with last year’s $6,371.

There was a lot of variability in the
numbers from 2020 to 2021. Pipestone
County had the highest average sale price
of $9,008 per acre, followed by Rock
County’s $7,854 and Martin County’s
$7,479. However, Martin County experi-
enced the largest decrease of 15.9 percent
for the sales, compared with last year’s
$8,894.

Each year sales vary. Land location
could have an effect on these average val-
ues from year to year. The quality of the
land sold within a county may be a factor

HERE TO SERVE ALL

YOUR AG EQUIPMENT NEEDS

TITAN MAGKINERY
410 W Koehn Avenue - Luverne, MN - 307.283.2319

LUVERNE TRUCK CENTER - 411 W Garbrielson Road - Luverne, MN - 507.449.6130

Annual DOT Inspections - Large Parts Inventory - Range of Donaldson Filters in stock - Tire Replacement & Repair - Shurco Authorized

in the wide swing in the prices from year
to year in individual counties. The num-
ber of sales in each county varies greatly.

Southwest Minnesota land prices
peaked at $8,466 per acre then declined
through 2017 to $6,340. The increased
in 2018 to $6,589 and declined slightly
to $6,576 in 2019 and to $6,371 in 2020
until increasing in 2021 to $6,780.

The 6.4 percent increase is above
historical increases of 1 to 2 percent.

In the eight years before 2014, prices
increased at an annual rate of 15.3 per-
cent. But from 2014 to the present, the
average change has been a 4.6 percent
decline, until a large increase in 2021.

There are several factors that have
an effect on land values. Farm incomes,
grain prices, interest rates, return on
other investments and 1031 exchanges
are often mentioned as reasons for the
increase.

Farm profits were
weaker in 2013 and turned
negative since 2014 with
lower commodity prices.

There were good-to-
record profits in the South-
west Minnesota Adult Farm
Management program,
from 2005 through 2012.
During 2013, half the farms
in Adult Farm Management
in Southern Minnesota lost
money on corn production.

Average incomes im-
proved in 2019 and 2020,
and were higher in 2021.

If the average farmer
had losses from 2014
through 2018, this would
soften local demand for the
land from farmers.

Interest rates have
stayed relatively flat and
land rental income is
comparable or higher than
what an investor can earn
from treasury bills, bonds
or certificates of deposit at
financial institutions.

The stock market
increased in 2021. The 1031
exchange is for farmers or
property owners who have
land in an area of increased
value, and rather than pay
taxes on large gains from
the sale of land, they pur-
chase like property or other
farmland at a more reason-
able price elsewhere, which
increases rural farmland
demand.

The reason for increas-
es or decreases in farmland
sales prices is a combina-
tion of all of these factors.

Which direction will
farmland values go depends
on several factors:

«Supply and demand
will determine this.

*The simple return on
investment which is deter-
mined by rental rates will
determine how competitive
farmland is compared to
other investments and this
will determine a value for
farmland.

«Corn and soybean
prices were high in 2021
and remain high starting
2022. This should have
an impact on profits, farm
rental rates and eventually
farmland values.

*The government pro-
gram payments decreased
in 2021. The table below
indicates average land
prices from 2016 to 2021.

The annual survey
farmland sales in 14 south-
western Minnesota counties
collects bare farmland sales
to non-related parties for
the first six months of each
year.

The summary report for
this survey is available at
the county extension offices
in each of the counties.
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Top recommends 2022 crop insurance strategies

By Shirley Top
Kozlowski Insurance

The Enhanced Cover-
age Option (ECO) was a
new supplemental insur-
ance program that became
available in 2021.

ECO is an option that
can only be added to an
underlying individual plan
of insurance and provides
area-based coverage simi-
lar to the Supplemental
Coverage Option (SCO).

ECO can be purchased
at either a 95-percent or
90-percent coverage level.
Coverage extends from the
selected level down to 86
percent, the point where
SCO begins to offer cover-
age. See Figure 1.

ECO uses a county-
based trigger. ECO could
result in indemnities be-
ing paid when individual
losses are not realized.
Similarly, individual
losses could be triggered
without leading to an ECO
indemnity payment.

Farmers Hail helped
farmers with ECO RAMP
OFFSET, new in 2021,
which paired with ECO
provided coverage for
individual losses from 86
percent to 95 percent.

RAMP OFFSET
provided 86-95 percent
coverage as optional units
on their personal yields
above underlying 80 per-
cent or 85 percent multi-
peril coverage enterprise
units or optional units.

All of my farm clients
who chose ECO in 2021
elected 86-95 percent
ECO Revenue coverage.
81 percent of my clients
chose 86-95 percent ECO
Revenue coverage, and
100 percent of them chose
to pair it with Farmers
Mutual RAMP OFFSET
coverage.

I am excited to talk

Figure 1. lllustration of ECO, SCO, and 75% Individual Coverage

100%

95%

86%

75%

0%

farmdocpany

to farmers about FMH’s
newest private product

in 2022: ECO+™, which
offers top end coverage up
to a 95 percent level.

Summary

ECO allows producers
to further supplement the
coverage offered by their
underlying individual plan
of insurance.

Like SCO, ECO cover-
age mimics the underly-
ing individual plan, and
payments are made based
on county-level trig-
gers. While SCO provides

SPECIALIZING
IN SELLING
FARM LAND

e Auctioneer
* Real Estate Salesperson

o Licensed Real
Property Appraiser

Bill Korth

Auction Service

LICENSED AUCTIONEER

Farm-level

coverage across a band of
86 percent down to the
underlying plan of insur-
ance, ECO provides cover-
age from either 9o percent
or 95 percent down to
86 percent of expected
county revenue or yield.
To be eligible for ECO
and SCO coverage, pro-
ducers must purchase an
individual plan of insur-
ance (RP, RP-HPE, YP).

Deductible (ECO band)

Deductible (SCO band)

ECO Coverage
(95% to 86%)

SCO Coverage
(86% to 75%)

County-level

While SCO use is limited
to acreage enrolled in the
PLC program, ECO can be
used on acres enrolled in
both PLC and ARC.

ECO premiums will
be subsidized at a rate
of 51 percent if used with
individual yield coverage
or 44 percent if used with
individual revenue cover-
age. SCO is subsidized at a
rate of 65 percent.

Compared with
SCO, ECO offers even
higher coverage options
to cover a wider band of
the deductible value, and
use is not limited by farm
program choice.

Higher 2022 grain
prices are making it possi-
ble for famers to insure at
higher levels and lock in a
profit. 2022 ECO / RAMP
OFFSET indemnities were

a result of drought and
wind.

Unfortunately there
were areas that did not
receive rain.

Consider purchasing
a hail product with wind,
green snap and extra har-
vest allowance.

In 2021 Farmers
Mutual Hail extra harvest
allowance paid 8 percent
of their hail/green snap/
wind coverage for extra
expenses farmers incurred
harvested down corn.

In 2021 my farm
clients had 23,792 acres
protected with green snap
and wind coverage.

Farmers Mutual Hail
adjusters, including Brian
Fick, did an amazing job
getting out to the fields be-
fore and after the farmers
harvested to determine
percentage of loss, giving
the farmers ample time to
complete their fall tillage.

Federal law limits
the authority for Federal
Crop Insurance to insure
individual farm yields at
85 percent. ECO can offer
coverage up to 95 per-
cent at a county level to
enhance your total cover-
age. 2022: ECO+™ pro-
vides individual yield pro-
tection up to 95 percent.

Give me a call at 507-
283-3704 to determine
what best meets your
individual risk manage-
ment needs.

My best education was
being raised on a river
farm with a family of nine.
Light soil required ample
regular rains to get a crop.

Wishing all farmers a
safe, healthy and prosper-
ous 2022.
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Wind and fire cause crop devastation

By Barbara Anderson
Cattnach Insurance
Agency Inc. Luverne

Ninety-mile-per-hour winds com-
bined with severe drought cause devas-
tating loss of corn crop. An additional
fear of fire as the dry crop is fed through
the combine is weighing on the minds of
area producers.

These are examples of headlines we
hope we never see! Cattnach Insurance
can help you prepare to face these kinds
of losses and more. Just ask us how.

Many farmers across Iowa were dev-
astated by the derecho winds on August
10, 2020. It was close to home for area
producers and could happen here.

The 2021 year saw severe wind
damage on some farms in the area on a
much smaller scale.

This damage has prompted many
area producers to look at wind endorse-
ments to protect the crop.

Multi-peril crop insurance and the
extra coverage endorsements protect for
wind, although typically the yield of the
farm doesn’t fall below the crop insur-
ance guarantee.

There are several types of endorse-
ments that can be purchased in conjunc-
tion with a hail policy, and two of those
include wind and fire. Wind can be di-
vided into specific coverages as follows:

*Green Snap: Unrecoverable ears
due to stalks severed or broken over at
the node and below the ear. The end
date of coverage varies by company.

eExtra Harvest Expense: Acre-
age with 20 percent or greater of the
stalks lodged with the ear less than 12
inches from the ground. Pays 8 percent
of coverage amount.

eLodging: Unrecoverable ears due

Lodging results in unrecoverable ears due to stalks that have been bent, broken or blown
over, causing the ear to be unrecoverable by normal harvesting equipment.

to stalks that have been bent, broken or
blown over, causing the ear to be unre-
coverable by normal harvesting equip-
ment.

*Loss of Production: The adjusted
percentage of lodging deficiency and the
production deficiency of the unit.

Additional fire protection can also
be purchased on a crop prior to harvest.
This can be purchased alone or with a
hail policy.

Multi-peril crop insurance only cov-
ers for natural causes of fire like lightning

and not fires caused by equipment
such as a combine or pickup exhaust.

Some farm owners’ policies cover
standing grain due to fire. The best
way to make sure that you are ad-
equately protected is to review your
policies annually.

Don’t assume that because you
have a high guarantee and pay a size-
able premium in the fall that you have
protected yourself against all perils
available. I encourage all producers
to take the time to review your insur-

The best way to make
sure that you are
adequately protected
is to review your
policies annually.

Don’t assume that
because you have a high
guarantee and pay a
sizeable premium in the
fall that you have pro-
tected yourself against
all perils available.

Take time to review
your insurance policies
to make sure that
you are protecting
your investment.

ance policies to make sure that you are
protecting your investment.

Crop and hail insurance can pro-
tect you against most types of losses as
well as provide a safety net for market
prices. Property and liability policies
cover the equipment, buildings, har-
vested grain and in many cases stand-
ing grain.

Insurance can provide the security
you need to weather the storm. Make
sure that your insurance is working for
you!

U of M offers
Commercial Animal Waste
Technician workshops

The University of Minnesota
will offer Commercial Animal Waste
Technician workshops for CAWT
recertification on March 9 in Lam-
berton and March 23 in Waseca
(two sessions).

For more information and to
register visit z.umn.edu/CAWT2022

UMN Covid protocol requires
masks, and seating is limited.

Register early to ensure a seat,
as no walk-ins will be accepted.

For those unable to attend an
in-person workshop, online training
for applicators will be available from
late spring until Nov. 20.

New site managers not previ-
ously certified and licensed must
first pass the certification exam
(80 percent or better) for an initial
license.

All applicators must operate
under a site manager’s license.

To apply for a site manager’s

QE} SECURITY
SAVINGS BANK

license visit https://www2.mda.state.
mn.us/webapp/erenewal/apply.jsp

Certified site managers, to be
eligible to renew a license, must meet
recertification requirements by attend
ing a course once every other year or
retest.

New applicators not previously
certified and licensed must watch the
videos and take a quiz from the Min-
nesota Department of Agriculture.

Certified applicators, to be
eligible to renew a license, must meet
recertification requirements.

Either rewatch the videos and
retake a quiz every year or attend a
recertification course every other year.

UMN fee is $10 for either in-per-
son or online CAWT recertification.

Rock SWCD Fee is $25 for the
site manager exam.

Contact the Rock County Land
Management Office, 507-283-8862,
with questions.

ROOTED IN OUR

COMMUNITIES
WE UNDERSTAND FARMING

For over 100 years we have
been financing farming
operations and we have roots
that run deep in the community.

AG SERVICES
Competitive Rates
Real Estate Loans

Construction Loans
Lines Of Credit
Livestock Loans

C Loans

SECURING
YOUR FUTURE




Rock County USDA office provides
free, one-on-one help for farmers

By Eva Kramer,
FSA Rock County

At USDA, we are
committed to helping
farmers complete USDA
loan applications, envi-
ronmental reviews and
other paperwork free of
charge.

One-on-one support
is available at more than
2,300 USDA Service
Centers nationwide.

USDA’s Farm Ser-
vice Agency and Natural
Resources Conservation
Service staff are usu-
ally co-located at these
Service Centers and can
help guide farmers to the
best USDA assistance
based on their unique
goals, whether it is loans,
conservation programs,
or insurance.

Service Center
staff can guide farmers
through the process of
preparing and submitting
required paperwork on
their own, with no need
to hire a paid preparer.

Language translation
service is available in all
USDA Service Centers, so
one-on-one assistance
with a Service Center em-
ployee can be translated
in real time for farmers
requiring it.

And while some pro-
gram and loan applica-
tions do have an admin-
istrative fee for filing,
there is never a charge
for preparation services
provided by USDA staff.

Farmers who work
with the USDA
Service Center can:

+Establish their farm
by registering for a farm
number, which is re-
quired for USDA pro-
grams and assistance.

«Learn how to meet
conservation compliance
provisions.

+Verify eligibility for
USDA programs.

+Discuss their busi-
ness and conservation
goals.

«Create a conserva-
tion plan.

+Fill out and file loan
and program applica-
tions.

READ THE
NEWS
ONLINE!
Sports
Opinion

Farmers who work
with FSA can partici-
pate in a wide variety of
programs, including the
Agriculture Risk Cover-
age (ARC) and Price Loss

Coverage (PLC) program.

ARC provides in-
come support payments
on historical base acres
when actual crop rev-
enue declines below a
specified guaranteed
level.

PLC provides in-
come support payments
on historical base acres
when the effective price
for a covered commodity
falls below its reference
price.

The deadline for
2022 ARC and PLC elec-
tions is March 15.

Conservation pro-
gram deadlines for land-
owners and operators
are also approaching.

The General Conser-
vation Reserve Program
(CRP) signup deadline
is on March 11, and the
Grassland CRP signup
period runs from April 4
to May 13.

Get started
with USDA

To get started with
USDA you want to make
sure your farm is regis-
tered.

If you purchased
land, it might already be
established with USDA’s
Farm Service Agency
(FSA) with a farm num-
ber on file.

If not, FSA can help
you register your farm.

To obtain a farm
number, you’ll bring an
official tax ID (Social
Security number or an
employer ID) and a
property deed.

If you do not own
the land, bring a lease
agreement to your FSA
representative to show
you have control of the
property.

Farmers and ranch-
ers who are interested in
additional information
can visit fsa.usda.gov
or contact their USDA
Service Center.

We are commit-
ted to delivering USDA
programs and services
to America’s farmers
and ranchers while tak-
ing safety measures in
response to COVID-19.

We encourage you
to check the status of
your local USDA Service
Center and make an
appointment to discuss
your business needs.

To find your local
USDA Service Center,
visit farmers.gov/ser-
vice-center-locator.
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Are you handling

colostrum properly?

|t’s the building block for the calf immune system and it’s
important to make sure we’re getting its full potential

By Dr. Erin deKoning, DVM
Rock Veterinary Clinic, Luverne

Colostrum is the building block for
the calf immune system. Multiple stud-
ies have shown repeatedly that calves
that do not receive adequate colostrum
will struggle with health issues their
entire lives and possibly even die.

Colostrum-deprived calves are
quite costly, as efforts to keep them
alive with repeated antibiotic treat-
ments can add up quickly.

Over my years as a veterinarian I
have worked hard to educate my clients
on the situations that require colos-
trum supplementation or replacement.
These situations include dystocia calves,
Caesarian calves, or twins.

After attending a continuing edu-
cation meeting all about colostrum, it
occurred to me that while we are doing
a great job of providing supplementa-
tion, we might not provide adequate
client education on proper colostrum
handling.

I often hear complaints about dif-
ficulty in mixing the colostrum replacer
product that our clinic carries. T will
be the first to admit that the product
is quite thick. And I also know that my
patience for such things in the early
hours of the morning is quite thin.

I use an immersion blender to mix
my colostrum and it has made a tre-
mendous difference. Immersion blend-
ers have small blades that literally chew
right through the thick powder. We
have a few of the blenders for purchase
at the clinic, or they can be purchased
online.

Making sure the water being used
is the proper temperature is another
critical component.

Proper temperature not only en-
sures you are delivering an adequately
protective product to the calf, but also

makes it tremendously easier to mix the
colostrum powder. We obviously do not
want water to be too hot, as that will de-
nature all of the vital components of the
colostrum and render it non-protective.

What is the proper temperature you
ask? A temperature of 110 to 120 de-
grees Fahrenheit is the proper tempera-
ture. By mixing the colostrum at this
temperature, it will be cooled down to
101 degrees which is the perfect serving
temperature. For my own operation, I
purchased an aquarium thermometer
online that I use each time I mix colos-
trum.

What happens if you end up not
using an entire bottle of colostrum after
you mixed it up? You can store it in
the refrigerator for up to 24 hours in a
sealed container. After 24 hours there
could be a high level of bacterial growth
in the product, and it could be detri-
mental to administer to it a calf.

Can’t put it in the house refrigera-
tor? You can freeze the mixed product
and thaw it for use at another time. Use
a heated water bath at no more than
122 degrees Fahrenheit to thaw frozen
colostrum. Do not microwave colos-
trum ever. Ever!

I sincerely wish you all a happy,
well-rested, mud-free, and easy calving
season. As usual, if things go awry, feel
free to give me a call!
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State Fair and Farm Bureau
Federation accepting Century Farm
Applications; deadline is March 7

Minnesota families who have
owned their farms for 100 years or
more are invited to apply for the
2022 Century Farm Program.

Produced by the Minnesota
State Fair in conjunction with the
Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation,
the Century Farm Program was
created to promote agriculture and
honor historic family farms in the
state.

Nearly 11,000 Minnesota farms
have been honored since the pro-
gram began in 1976.

Family farms are recognized as
Century Farms when three require-
ments are met. The farm must be:

«at least 100 years old according
to authentic land records.

«in continuous family ownership
for at least 100 years (continuous
residence on the farm is not re-
quired).

«at least 50 acres and currently
be involved in agricultural produc-
tion.

A commemorative certificate
signed by Governor Tim Walz, the
State Fair Board of Managers Presi-
dent Joe Scapanski, and Minnesota
Farm Bureau Federation President
Dan Glessing will be awarded to
qualifying families, along with an
outdoor sign signifying Century
Farm status.

Applications are available online
at mnstatefair.org/about-the-fair/
awards-and-recognition/; at fbmn.
org; by calling the State Fair at 651-
288-4417; or at statewide county
extension and county Farm Bureau
offices.

The submission deadline is Mon-
day, March 7. Recipients will be an-
nounced in April. Previously recog-
nized families should not reapply.

Information on the Century
Farm Program will be available at
the Minnesota Farm Bureau exhibit
during the 2022 Minnesota State
Fair. A Century Farm database is
also available at fbmn.org.

Snow Removal | Trucking
Tree Removal | Grain Hauling
Excavation/Demolition
Conservation Work

CHAD VERSTEEG
507-227-2522

VERSTEEG EXCAVATION )

1432 150th Ave. Luverne, MN 56156

About the MN State Fair:

The Minnesota State Fair is one
of the largest and best-attended
expositions in the world.

Showcasing Minnesota’s finest
agriculture, art and industry, the
Great Minnesota Get-Together is 12
days of fun ending Labor Day.

The fair is self-supporting and
has not received state government
funding since 1949.

The 2022 Minnesota State Fair
will run Aug. 25 through Labor Day,
Sept. 5. Visit mnstatefair.org for
more information.

About the Minnesota
Farm Bureau Federation:

The Minnesota Farm Bureau
Federation is an advocate for agri-
culture, driven by the beliefs and
policies of over 30,000 member
families and 78 county groups.

Learn more about our efforts
as an advocate for rural Minnesota
at fbomn.org.

Sesquicentennial Farm
applications are now
available through
Minnesota Farm Bureau

To qualify, the farm must be at
least 150 years old this year (2022)

Applications are now open for the Minnesota
Farm Bureau’s Sesquicentennial Farm program,
honoring Minnesota families that have owned
their farms for at least 150 years. The deadline to
apply is March 7, 2022.

To qualify, the farm must:

+be at least 150 years old this year (2022)
according to the abstract of title, land patent,
original deed, county land records, court file in
registration proceedings or other authentic land
records. Do not send originals or copies of records.

«demonstrate ownership by the applying fam-
ily for 150 years or more. “Family” is defined as
parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, brothers,
sisters, sons, daughters, first cousins and direct
in-laws (father, mother, brother, sister, daughter,
son-in-law).

«have continuous ownership. Continuous resi-
dence on farm is not required.

sconsist of 50 or more acres and currently be
involved in agricultural production.

A commemorative certificate signed by the
governor of Minnesota, commissioner of the Min-
nesota Department of Agriculture and the presi-
dent of the Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation
will be awarded to qualifying families, along with
an outdoor sign. Recipients will be announced in
April.

Applications are available on the MFBF web-
site, www.fbmn.org. For more information, con-
tact Rachael Peterson at rachael.peterson@fbmn.
org or 651-768-2151.

County Farm Bureaus are encouraged to work
with county agriculture societies and county fair
boards on local recognition of recipients.

Century Farm program applications are also
open. Information is available online on the MFBF
website or the Minnesota State Fair website; by
calling the State Fair at 651-288-4417; or at state-
wide county extension and county Farm Bureau
offices. Applications are due by March 7, 2022.

About Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation
The Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation is an
advocate for agriculture, driven by the beliefs and
policies of our over 30,000 member families and
78 county groups. Learn more about our efforts as
an advocate for rural Minnesota at www.fbmn.org.

FDIC
LENDER

The Impact Of Agriculture
( rom our nation’s earliest days, Agriculture has played a major
role in the United States economy. America’s Farmers and

Ranchers cultivate the soil, plant the crops and raise the
livestock necessary for our nation’s food supply.

Today more than 21 million American workers produce, process

and sell the nation’s food and fiber. As an Ag Bank, we consider it a
privilege to be involved in financing agriculture. If we can be of help to
you, come see Us.

BANKING

On A First Name Basis

State Bank of Lismore

www.statebankoflismore.com

Member

STAR-HERALD.COM




The Minnesota Soybean
Research & Promotion Council
builds leaders through its “See
For Yourself Program.”

From Jan. 17 to 20, the
council invited fuel distribu-
tors, mechanics and farmers
from across the state to the
National Biodiesel Conference
& Expo in Las Vegas.

This year, 12 industry
participants from Minnesota
attended the conference.

The SFY Program was
originally created to ensure
checkoff dollars were being
used effectively for the bio-
diesel industry and to help im-
prove farmers’ bottom line. As
a result, collaboration between
industry and the farmers has
built the program to what it is
today.

“The ultimate goal is to edu-
cate the fuel system in Minne-
sota,” said MSR&PC Director
Jim Willers, who attended the
conference.

“We want any walk of life
that has anything to do with
diesel fuel to become educated
on the ins and outs of bio-
diesel.”

The SFY program was eye-
opening to some of the partici-
pants.

“The soybean oil, the diesel,
and the animal fat that goes
into making biodiesel is a big
part of America right now, and
it’s bigger than I think Min-
nesota farmers think it is,” said
Dan Schmidt, who works in
energy sales at Ag Partners
Coop.

“We all have a lot of re-
search to do, a lot of reading to
do and we need to continue to
learn more about it.”

Next chapter
The National Biodiesel
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Seeing is believing

Beaver Creek farmer joins industry leaders at national biodiesel event
Willers: “The ultimate goal is to educate the fuel system in Minnesota”

Rock County farmer Jim Willers stands by the Minnesota Soybean Research & Promotion Council’s Plasma
Blue unit at the 2022 National Biodiesel Conference and Expo in Las Vegas Jan. 17-20. “The ultimate goal is
to educate the fuel system in Minnesota,” said Willers, Beaver Creek, state council director. “We want any walk
of life that has anything to do with diesel fuel to become educated on the ins and outs of biodiesel.”

Board officially unveiled its
new name and new brand,
Clean Fuels Alliance America,
during the opening session of
the 2022 National Biodiesel
Conference & Expo.

The council currently in-
vests checkoff funds into four
projects with the Clean Fuels
Alliance America.

“Our industry has seen and
will continue to see significant
growth as the world around
us focuses on clean energy,”
said Donnell Rehagen, CEO of
Clean Fuels.

“We are an integral part of
the solution for sustainable en-
ergy that’s not only affordable
but also scalable and available

PooToNN
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now. Further, our new name
and brand represents the con-
nected energies of our mem-
bers and positions our indus-
try for a clean fuels future.”

In addition to the brand
reveal, the organization recog-
nized its 3oth anniversary.

With the Kenlon Johannes
Pioneer Award, Current
NBB Chairman Chad Stone
honored the range of leaders
who served as past chair of
National Biodiesel Board and
helped shape the biodiesel and
renewable diesel industry into
a multi-billion-dollar industry.

NBB chairs comprised
both farmers and biodiesel
producers.

Minnesota has represented
NBB with two farmers leaders
who have served as chair of
NBB within the last 30 years.

Ed Hegland, who served
from 2007-2010 and was
there to receive his award, and
Roger Peterson, who served in
1999.

In addition, Rehagen
distributed a new book, “The
Birth of American Biodiesel:
Biographical Accounts Cel-
ebrate 30 Years of Pioneers,
Leaders and the Bold Vision
for the National Biodiesel
Board.”

Council Senior Director of
Product Development & Com-
mercialization Mike Younger-

berg and Hegland were both
featured in the book.

“What we accomplished in
St. Paul, in Washington, D.C.,
it’s really rewarding,” said
Hegland, a former director with
the Minnesota Soybean Grow-
ers Association. “It’s great to
see (biodiesel) still thriving and
growing.”

Youngerberg recently
celebrated his 35th year at
MSR&PC and has helped Min-
nesota’s biodiesel market grow
and become a national leader
in the biofuels movement.

Through Youngerberg’s
time with the council, Minne-
sota became the first state to
pass a law requiring minimum
blending requirement for bio-
diesel in 2002.

In 2005 the state first
implemented a 2-percent
biodiesel blend in diesel fuel.
In 2018 the state moved to a
20-percent biodiesel blend dur-
ing the summer months and
a 5-percent blend during the
winter months.

“Mike has been such an
asset,” said Tom Verry, Clean
Fuels director of outreach and
development.

“He’s had such a huge im-
pact nationwide and is just the
kind of person who makes this
all happen in Minnesota.”

Today biodiesel contributes
nearly $1.7 billion toward Min-
nesota’s economy, adds more
than 5,000 jobs and increases
demand for soybeans by 13
percent.

“T am proud to be part of the
momentum and strides Min-
nesota has taken to support
biodiesel,” Youngerberg said.

“We need to continue to
have our voices heard and
continue to show biodiesel as a
clean fuel option.”

Yvette VanDerBrink, Auctioneer

o 507-673-2517 or
4, cv“~
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Land - Estates | yyette@vanderbrinkauctions.com
Collections

For All Your Swine Confinement
and Building Needs

Commercial, Agriculture and Residential Building Supplies
e Firm Estimates e Material Packages Available

Call for more information at (507) 283-9713
East of Luverne off County Road 9
1686 101st St. Luverne, MN 56156

Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 7:30 am - 5:00 PM
Friday: 7:30 am - 4:30 pm

www.skattumconfinement.com
@SkattumConfinement
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Pro Partners Milling represents new era of integrated local agriculture business/from page 1B

through his Professional Ag Marketing
business in Luverne.

“The goal of this investment is to
allow for independent, relatively small
family farmers to be successful in an
industry that’s becoming increasingly
integrated,” he said.

“It’s neat that this asset and the
model that the Gollas had success with
through the years can be transitioned
into an independent smaller producer
model that allows for us to be competi-
tive in a pretty competitive industry.”

Von Tersch assists with risk manage-
ment and procurement of feed rations,
like corn, soybeans and dried distiller
grains. Mike Minor in his office handles
marketing and grain origination.

“We’re looking forward to engaging
with local producers as they’re looking
to market their corn,” Minor said.

Farmers interested in selling grain to
Pro Partners Milling can reach Minor at
507-449-2030.

The investor group, some of whom
preferred not to be named, works with
Pipestone Nutrition (of Pipestone
Systems) for management services and
nutrient expertise.

Jon De Jong is president of
Pipestone Nutrition and manages Lu-
verne’s Pro Partners Milling, which he
describes as a unique ag business model.

“I don’t know of any other producer-
owned feed mills where multiple produc-
ers own the mill,” said De Jong, who is
also president of Pipestone Nutrition.

“There are independent farmers who
own their own facilities, but six owners
working together on a project like this is
unique.”

Von Tersch said capacity of the Farm
Store mill was bigger than what his part-
ners needed, so he reached out to his
colleagues with Pipestone Systems.

“We partnered with and engaged

Pro Partners — Hoff/continued from page 1B

els of corn to 15,000
hogs and said he often
considered grinding his
own corn, but the size
of his operation didn’t
justify the costs of hav-
ing his own feed mill.

So, when one of the
Pro Partners organizers
approached him about
joining them, Hoff
didn’t hesitate.

“It was a no-brainer,”
he said.

“This way I can get
my feed ground at cost,
and I don’t have to find
an employee to do it. ...
I thought it was a heck
of a deal to get involved
with this co-op, and
when I heard Pipestone

“It’s all about
keeping your
costs of produc-
tion as low as
possible to stay
viable in the
industry.”

— Chad Hoff,

farmer and

Pro Partners
investor

Systems was going to
manage it, I knew it
would be run well.”

Hoff, like the other
farmer owners of Pro
Partners Milling, looks
forward to the savings

— an estimated $3 to $5
per hog.

“It’s all about keeping
your costs of production
as low as possible to stay
viable in the industry,”
he said.

Pro Partners Milling
expects to mill 70,000
tons of feed per year and
is seeking additional
corn from local farm-
ers to meet production
needs.

Professional Ag Mar-
keting is procuring grain
at 507-449-2030.

“Anything a producer can do to integrate their business —
whether that’s through owning a harvest facility or owning
a sow farm or owning finisher barns or owning a feed mill —

those are all good things for guys that are raising pigs.”

— Jon De Jong, Pro Partners Milling manager,
President of Pipestone Nutrition

“The goal of this investment is to allow for independent, rela-
tively small family farmers to be successful in an industry

that’s becoming increasingly integrated.”

— Pat Von Tersch, Professional Ag Marketing,
Pro Partners Milling investor through P&P Pork

alignments through pro ag and general
relationships in the area.”

He said feed is roughly 60 percent
of the cost of production to raise a pig,
so owning a feed mill represents major
savings.

“They’ll save $3 to $5 per pig by
owning this facility, which is a lot of
money,” De Jong said, considering Pro
Partners Milling feeds 225,000 pigs on
45 sites in Rock County and the sur-
rounding area.

“Most feed mills are profit centers
that need a return on their equity, but
our pig producers are willing to put
their equity to work, and their return
now gets to go into the pig, instead of
staying at the feed mill.”

Pro Partners expects to mill around
70,000 tons of feed per year, and will
require nearly 2 million bushels of corn
in addition to soybeans, DDGs and
other products.

“Just think what this does to gener-
ate revenue for area row crop produc-
ers and to create jobs in the livestock
sector,” Von Tersch said.

The owners plan to invest in
the mill’s automation in the coming
months with a new roller mill for grind-
ing corn and a micro table for measur-
ing small inclusion ingredients.

De Jong said the Pro Partners
venture will be good for producers and
good for the communities they live in.

“Anything a producer can do to in-
tegrate their business — whether that’s
through owning a harvest facility or
owning a sow farm or owning finisher
barns or owning a feed mill — those are
all good things for guys that are raising
pigs,” he said.

“It was important for the owners
to keep the business going in the town
they all raise pigs around or live in.”

Pro Partners employees in Luverne

logical sense to pursue the opportunity
together,” he said. De Jong said more
investors meant more opportunities. “It

seemed like a great opportunity to
bring some more producers in the fold
who share common goals and other

with them on many projects through
the years, and they had been consider-
ing this type of model as well, so it made

include 30-year Farm Store employee
Ardell Van Wettering and delivery driv-
ers Cody Lanoue and Brandon Boeve.

WE’RE ALL
DIFFERENT BUT c
AS A TEAM ... n TOGETHER!

WE FIT

HOSPERS, IA | LUVERMNE, MN

Year-end tax planning can

save you dollars!

Luverne Pipestone
507-283-4055  507-825-4288

Meulebroeck, Taubert

& Co., PLLP

Certified Public Accountants

P.O. Box 685, 109 S. Freeman, Luverne, MN 56156
P.O. Box 707, 216 E. Main, Pipestone, MN 56164

1174 Co. Hwy. 4, Luverne, MN
(507) 449-7660

108 1st Ave. S, Hospers, IA
(712) 752-8666

NOW HIRING!

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE
(13T SHIFTS DNLY!):
Sioux Falls to Luverne
Worthington to Hospers
PremiumlowaPork.com

EXPERIENCED TAX PREPARERS
WITH OFFICES IN PIPESTONE,
LUVERNE, TYLER,

LAKE WILSON AND MARSHALL

Newr Clients Welcome!

* Tax planning & preparation

* Electronic tax filing available

* Agri-plan™ - pretax medical deductions

* Accounting, Payroll & Bookkeeping services
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605-759-7571 605-929-1666 605-366-9913

1302 61st St. Luverne MN 56156
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Farm Store era/continued from page 8

New people, same values

The recent sale marks an end to
the era of Golla Farm Store owner-
ship and reflects another shift in
local agriculture business.

The feed mill has been pur-
chased by Pro Partners LLC, a
group of local farmer investors who
will use the mill to support their hog
production. (See the related story
about Pro Partners Milling)

The lawn care, grounds mainte-
nance and rental equipment part of
the Farm Store business has been
purchased by Luverne Lawn Care,
LLC.

The owners include Mira
Uithoven, granddaughter of 40-
year Farm Store employee Greg
Uithoven who will mentor the busi-
ness.

The Farm Store buildings and
property on South Highway 75 are
for sale.

The business and services of the
Farm Store will remain in the com-
munity; it just won’t be known as
the Farm Store anymore, Gary said.

“What we do is being transferred to
other people.”

In January when Nate and Gary
Golla formally announced their
decision to sell the Farm Store, they
said they’re pleased the business
will be carried on by young, local
entrepreneurs.

“We truly love what we do ...
and it was very difficult to come to a
decision that it was time to let that
go,” Nate said.

“But we're very excited because
we have some young people who
are going to take it over. They have
similar thoughts on providing high
quality service, using high qual-
ity products doing a great job and

really working on their customer
service.”

The Golla’s said in the process of
selling the family business, they con-
sidered its impact on the community.

“These decisions were made with
that mindset,” Nate said.

“We needed to do what was right
for our customers and for the area.
It was important to us that business
continued on with companies that
shared our common focus and goals.
And we think we found those people
for lawn care and for the feed mill.”

They said the Farm Store transi-
tions are a good news story, even
though it marks the end of a Golla
business era in Luverne.

“We feel like we’ve been honored
to have the customers we had and
the families that we have gotten to
know through all these years,” Gary
said.

Nate said he’s grateful for the
customers, employees and the com-
munity at large.

“It’s been truly an honor to be in
business here, and we couldn’t have
done it this long without the sup-
port of other businesses in town, all
of our neighbors, all of those people
who helped make us what we were,”
he said.

“It’s really been a joy and an
honor to serve this area for 74 years.”

Editor’s note: The Star Herald
announced the Luverne Farm Store
sale in a Jan. 27 news story. The
feed mill owners are featured in this
Feb. 24 Spring Ag edition, and a
future Star Herald news story will
cover details about Luverne Lawn
Care, LLC, which purchased the
Farm Store’s lawn care, grounds
maintenance and rental equipment.
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