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Spring color begins with a vision; seeing it

Choosing the right plant
for the right space is essential to
achieve the most and best color with
the least investment of precious time

By George Bonnema
Luverne horticulturalist

When I think of a flower garden, my
mind pictures an English Cottage-style
garden with birdhouses, obelisks, a garden
shed supporting trellises with billowing
climbing roses, and planters, window
boxes and a wheelbarrow overflowing with
vivid colorful annuals.

The color begins in spring with drifts of
daffodils and tulips and the explosive color
of blossoming trees.

The flowers cycle through summer
and complete the season with vibrant foli-
age and the bold colors of fall mums and
asters, all the while producing armloads of

Lori Sorenson photo/0328 home yard and garden bonnema

cut flowers for bouquets. . George Bonnema's eye for color balance and timing of blooms has benefitted San-
That, my friend, is the mental vision

ford Luverne's Healing Garden where he's pictured in 2018.

that has inspired my garden spaces; part of a rare breed today whose results
and keeping up with the work requires are envied but the labor producing the
dedication, determination, and a broad results is not.
knowledge base. That was a long introduction to
I don’t have time for a weekend where I am going with this article. I real-
lake home getaway or to pursue a year- ize that this is not where most people
round sporting event schedule. I relish live today.
spending my time in the garden. I'm We all have our own interests, and
the amount of time we have to pursue
those interests is determined by our
circumstances.
However, most people do want their

landscape to look interesting and invit-
ing year-round or at least from spring
through autumn.

Therefore, choosing the right plant
for the right space is essential to achieve

Mavis Fodness photo/0328 Home Garden bonnema garden
A rustic wheelbarrow offsets the greenery and creates an element
of balance in George and Corrine Bonnema's personal garden.

Bonnema gardening/see next page

W&N Construction

TOM WALKER 507-283-3999
BRYCE NIESSINK

¢ Demolition
* Road Grading
e Dirt & Gravel, Rock

* Excavation Free Estimates
e Dozer Work

® Trucking

/ Landscape Curbing is based out of Jasper, MN, and offers custon? "
L. decorative curbing and landscaping for customers in the Minne-

A% sota, lowa, and South Dakota areas. Landscape Curbing believes.s
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through requires hard work and dedication

Bonnema/
from page 2

the most and best color with
the least investment of precious
time.

Plants for outdoor solutions

Addressing that theme,

I am giving a seminar at the
March 30 Ladies Expo titled
“Using Perennials as Solution
Plants”

Topics we'll discuss will be
size and space, sun and shade,
wet and dry, what color when,
and pollinator-friendly.

Plant breeding programs
have given us options that were
not possible 30 years ago.

Bonnema/continued on page 6

Mavis Fodness photo/0328 Home Garden bonnema garden
Above, a quaint shed in George and Corrine Bonnema's garden in Luverne is framed by boundless
greenery and year-round color. It includes strategically placed perennials in between grasses and
evergreens. The right mix of perennials means each will bloom on its own terms, filling in just the
right amount of color where it's needed at it's own designated times. At left, a butterfly lights on a zin-
nia during July 2018. Homeowners can consider habitat when they're making landscape decisions.

"~ SPECIALIZING
{ "IN SELLING
FARM LHND

I have buyers looking
to buy 1/4 sections
Or more
¢ Auctioneer
* Real Estate Salesperson
» Licensed Real
Property Appraiser

' Bill Korth

Auction Service

LICENSED AUCTIONEER

New
Construction
& Additions

everythm
yE uneedg v

* Remodeling
* Siding
* Drywall
* Windows
« Foundation
« Concrete

.FOR .ALL YOUR CONSTRUCTIONNEEDS

Oehlerts & Son Construction
Kevin Oehlerts, Luverne
WALLY,S NURSERY - 1stcornengstoin|Is, Minnesota Phone 507-962-3267 OehlertsAndSonConstruction.com

URS: Mon.-Fri. 8AM-8PM, SAT. 8AM-5PM, SUN. 1PM-5PM
Lic #BC064924 507'673'2206
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House dog relationship requires training, consistency

By Scott Rall
Outdoors columnist

As a multiple dog owner,

I have heard all kinds of dog
myths in my day. [ have three
Labradors and one rat terrier.

I am one dog short right
now as I retired an older hunt-
ing dog to the couch at my
parents’ house. He loves just
hanging around.

One of the myths (which is
totally false) that I have heard
a thousand times is that if you
want a good hunting dog, it has
to be an outside dog.

This is a persistent myth
that never seems to go away,
but nothing could be further
from the truth.

All of my dogs live in the
house. They are free to roam
the kitchen and living room
when we are home but are not
allowed in the bathrooms or
bedrooms.

There are two critical
things I think need to happen
when dogs live where I live.

The first is that they have to
listen. This does not mean ev-
ery now and then; it means all
the time. If I give the command
“down,” every dog I own will lie
down whereever each one is
located at that moment.

"An untrained dog
in the house is a
disaster, and it’s

not the dog’s fault.

A trained dog
or an untrained
dog is an owner’s
responsibility.”

An untrained dog in the
house is a disaster, and it’s not
the dog’s fault. A trained dog or
an untrained dog is an owner’s
responsibility.

Obedience is the founda-
tion of a successful relationship
with a dog in the house.

The second thing that has
to happen in a house with dogs
in order to have a happy life is
that the young kids do not get
to tell the dog what to do.

Kids often give the dog five
commands in close succession
to each other and the dog is
unable to comply with any of
them due to confusion.

This is where you can take
a good hunting dog and turn
it into a noncompliant turd
in short order. Many serious

HOMEOWNERS

and

HOMEBUYERS

Submited photo
Scott Rall enjoys some couch time with his housemates (from
left) Sarge, Raider and Tracer, Labrador retriever hunting dogs.

behave in total better than
many others’ one dog.

With these two rules in
place, there are just a few other
things to remember with a dog
or lots of dogs in the house.

First, a dog will occasion-
ally eat something and then
throw it up. If you have one

hunters do not want to take the
chance that others will untrain
all of the great attributes that
they spend all season teaching
the dog.

If you can do these two
things, life can be great with
many dogs in the house. My
four or five dogs in the house
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So much more than just a Hardware store

dog this happens maybe twice
ayear. If you have five dogs
expect this to happen 10 times
per year.

The other is that an unat-
tended dog will chew things
you don’t want them to. My
dogs are never left unattended.

We have six single-dog
cages stacked one on top of
the other in the laundry room
and when we leave, they each
get their own spot. Proper
preparation is the key to great
outcomes. Unattended dog
damage is an owner issue, not a
dog issue.

The best mistake I ever
made was to trust a dog in the
living room while I was outside
for about 20 minutes. This was
before I learned my lesson.

When I returned, there was
nothing left of my wallet or any
of its contents that measured
more than a half-inch square.

This was my drivers’
license, credit cards, hunting li-
censes, photos and about $300
cash. That falls under the “my
bad” category of dog manage-
ment.

Dogs in the house are
great. Once you understand the
ground rules, life with dogs is
great.

We have buyers for
2-3 bedroom homes
$50,000-$90,000 & $150,000-$200,000
If you are thinking about selling, call today!

LANDOWNERS

It's never too late or too early to think about
marketing your farm. Let’s visit about your farm
or the market in general.

SERVICE IS MORE THAN PART OF OUR NAME!

YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS
are OUR BUSINESS

Jensen Management Service, Inc.

111 N. Cedar, PO Box 836, Luverne ¢ 507-283-2391

William (Bill) V. Weber, broker - 507-220-4803
William (Bill) J. Korth - 507-227-4958

Tamra (Tammy) Jo Makram - 507-227-7010
GO TO OUR WEBSITE TO SEE OUR LISTINGS

WWW.JMSL.NET

& everything to get your lawn and garden ready!

- S

* Weed killers

* Selection of lawn
mowers and garden tools

» Scott’s mulch & fertilizer

(including the four-step program)
» Garden seeds

* Aerator, thatcher, tiller
and lawn edger available
for rent

e Potatoes and onion sets
and bulbs

» Grass seeds

210 East Lincoln, Luverne, MN | 507-283-4161
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Our family of Den Herder-built

homes continues to grow

Brothers Jim and Cal Den Herder launched their business in 1988, and since

ol then, their résumé has grown to include a long list of beautiful houses. Along
A\ 5 = "A'“"'?'" with it, their reputation for excellence at a fair price has grown to rival the best
= in the industry.

“We view home building as both an art and a science,” Jim Den Herder said.

DEN HERDER GONSTRUGTION, ING.

Jim Den Herder Cal Den Herder
P.0. Box 522 ¢ Luverne, MN 56156-0522

507-920-8916 507-920-8917

o |
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Jim Den Herder & Cal Den Herder

Den Herder Construction

PROUDLY PRESENTS

Riverview Estates

Only one buildable lot left in one 4 Buythe home in progress and choose

) colors, textures, cabinetry and
ofLu‘vernesﬁ nest devehp MG flooring. Open lot is available for

custom building.

Four out of five of the homes in one of Luverne’s finest developments incorporating the
privacy of single family dwelling and a homeowner association concept.
Your mowing, snow removal and fertilizer is all included in this four bedroom, three bath
home - featuring a master suite, zero entry and handicapped accessible with main floor
laundry in a quiet neighborhood.
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The ultimate Wﬂlacng"

Lifot

“ﬂ'ﬂmst life’s mishaps!

artfully crafted, wonderfully waterproof

Carpet | Hardwood | Laminate | Resilient | Luxury Vinyl Tile & Plank

Think those furry (and messy) friends mean customers can’t have the
look of hardwood? Think again. Floorte is a fully waterproof resilient
flooring - even at the seams. And with a Fold-n-Tap locking system and
almost no subfloor prep, it basically sells (and installs) itself. Lucky dog.

2245, Splitrock Blvd. Brandon, SD - 605-582-2744
www. famllyﬂoorsfurmture com

Monday & Thursday 9 am-8 pm

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 9 am - 5:30 pm

Saturday 9 am-4 pm

FamllV

|FLOORS & FURNITURE, INC.

George and Corrine Bonnema
shared these images taken in
2015 of their home, yard and
garden to illustrate how color
and greenery canbe usedtocre-
atively fill spaces in the ground,
in pots and other areas.

At far left is a garden shed.
Above, a rustic fence is buried
in blooms. Atleftaporchislined
with a mixture of annuals.

ILL'S WATER CONDITIONING

RANDON WATER
SOFTENER SERVICE

Family owned since 1971

SERVICE = RENTAL &= SALES

Luverne: 507-283-4448 Brandon: 605-582-6585
www.billswater.com

Don't see your business on these pages?
Make sure you don't miss out next time.
Call 507-283-2333 to
advertise in the Star Herald.

EXPERT WATER, FIRE, SMOKE, AND MOLD RESTORATION

18-19 WINNER

RAINBOW

4' INTERNATIONAL
J A RESTORATION

a heighborly company

Restoration Services

- Water fire, smoke & mold
damage restoration

« 24-hour emergency response
« Certified service professionals
« Rapid structural drying

FeERvsE &

RainbowIntl.com/Sioux-Falls
Facebook.com/SF.RainbowIntl

24/7
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

605-271-1111

Happll Even after.

ed and Operated Franchise
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Plant breeding pro-
grams provide options that
include:

eornamental grasses,
re-blooming daylilies and
bearded iris.

eplants that used to
succumb to diseases that are
now resistant.

evarieties that seldom
survived our harsh winter
that are now reliably hardy.

eexpanded color op-
tions within given species.

Plants for indoor décor

Another seminar I'll of-
fer is “Using Indoor Foliage
Plants as Features” in our
indoor décor.

I'm not talking Grand-
ma’s philodendron that grew
up the wall and over the
doorframe, or the gerani-
ums she brought indoors in
the winter so she wouldn’t
have to buy new ones next
spring.

We will look at house-
plants in a new perspec-
tive. You will learn what
you don’t know but need to

New Prairie
Insulation, Inc.

Serving Residences & Contractors

o

CERTIFIED ENERGY
EXPERT

Let us help you with all your insulation needs!

FREE ESTIMATES

Home, Lawn & Garden 2019

Mavis Fodness photos/0328 Home Garden bonnema garden
A butterfly lands on a purple coneflower in George and Corrine
Bonnema's garden in July 2018. Backyard gardens can become
lively homes for butterfles and hummingbirds with the right choice
of flowers. Some top choices for beautiful flower beds that are
irresistible to butterflies include swamp milkweed (asclepias in-
carnata), common milkweed (asclepias syriaca), butterflyweed
(asclepias tuberosa), purple coneflower (echinacea purpurea),
rough blazing star (liatris aspera), meadow blazing star (liatris
ligulistylis) and black-eyed susan (rudbeckia hirta)

know to be successful. producing wonderful solar
I am writing this early on warmth.

the morning of March 11. We Spring will come be-

have snow ... lots of it! cause it always does, and I
But in my greenhouse little want you to be inspired to

seedlings are appreciating make the most of it.

the lengthening days and the I hope you will join me

angle of the sun’s rays that are on Saturday, March 30.

Broker/Owner 507-920-5
dave.landandhome@gmai

R E/M A x Realtor/OwnerBi6I(I)¥-§:52- '

billy.landandhome@gmail

Dan Seri

Realtor 507-220-3594

dan.landandhome@gmail.com

® For all our listings visi
LuverneLandandHome.co

/ Land and Home

507-449-6l11

To Place a classified ad

507-673-2548 or

Beaver Creek, MN  “4_800-232-7089

Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated.

in the Announcer call

130 S. Kniss Street, Luverne, M

283-2333

Luverne Landscaping, LLc
811 W. Warren Luverne, MN

Professional Landscape Design,
Installation & Maintenance

Brick Patios

Retaining Walls
Snow Removal

Sodding Kevin Jacobsma

DIGITAL Office: 507-283-4220
IMAGING Cell: 507-920-9932

Flower Bouquets ~ Blooming Plants

Outdoor Patio Planters ~ Hanging Plants L2

Come check out our
home decor.
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Winter weather and water can damage property

Water damage is a big undertaking, and depending on the severity of it, you may need to call a restoration professional to take care of it

By Joel Christensen

and Julie Redlin

Rainbow International

Restoration and Cleaning
With our fluctuating

Midwest weather there are

some things

you can do
to prepare
and protect
your home
or business
from water
damage.

This
winter has
proven to
be unpredictable with tem-
peratures fluctuating above and
below freezing. This can cause
significant damage to your
property in terms of “ice dams.”

This is when ice forms on
the edge of your roof or in your
gutters creating a ridge that
blocks water drainage upon
melting.

When this happens,
water can back up under your
shingles and when it freezes
again can damage your shin-
gles by lifting them and allow-
ing water to be able to run into

Landscaping & Seeding

e Complete Landscaping and Seeding
e Commercial or Residential Services
e Hydro Seeding ® Sodding ® Over Seeding
® Retaining Walls ® Paver Patios ® Ponds

Jason Hendel, owner (507) 920-5153 Adrian, MN 56110

your home. This causes damage
to walls ceilings, insulation and
other areas.

To help prevent this, keep
your gutters clean so water can
run through as easily as pos-
sible. Use a
long-han-
dled hoe or
broom to
pull snow
off the roof.

You
can also use
ice-melting
products to
help melt
the ridge allowing water to run
off as it should.

You also may want to make
sure that your attic is properly
ventilated and have exhaust
fans or vents sending hot air
outside and not into the attic.

Another issue we face is
melting snow. When the ground
is frozen, there may be no place
for the water to go but into your
home.

With with the likelihood
of spring rains, you may have
a few things to check to make
sure you are prepared. Sump

Preparing before flooding starts

:3
ot

A%L&: ‘”

With all of the snow that we have gotten and the rain, it is a
good time to start preparing your home before the flooding starts.

1) Assemble an emergency preparedness kit.

2) Create a household evacuation plan that includes your pets.

them.

to your home?

time to think about buying.

3) Keep insurance policies, documents and other valuables in a safe-
deposit box. Keep them in a safe place where you can easily access

4) Protect yourself and buy flood insurance

Did you know that just 1 inch of water can cause $25,000 of damage

If you have not bought flood insurance for your home, now is a good

https://www.floodsmart.gov/why/why-buy-flood-insurance

flood.
Flood Safety:

lauren.mellenthin@swmhhs.com

5) Buy and install sump pumps with back-up power
6) Determine whether your home, school or work is in an area likely to

e If/When flooding does happen in your area, never drive through
flooded streets. Turn Around, Don’t Drown!
o More than 50% of flood-related deaths are due to someone
driving or walking into flood waters.
e Stay informed with local news/weather updates
e Never stop thinking ahead of the storm and making sure that you
and your family are prepared.

Lauren Mellenthin, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, Southwest Health & Human Services

pumps are a key measure in
protecting your home.
These items do not go
without maintenance needs.
Be sure the drainage hose is

Ierested in Adversing?
Col ek o Chenfe

to odvertie I next week's Announcer

GET
THE

Whirlpool

CORPORATION

Black
Stainless
Steel Suite

25 Cu. Ft. French Door
Refrigerator
#WRF555SDHV

* Exterior Ice and Water

« Spillproof Shelves

5.3 Cu. Ft. Freestanding

properly placed to run water far
enough away from your home
that it doesn’t come back in.
Always check to make sure
the float mechanism is easily

moved up and down so it can
work property and will not get
stuck. You may also want to get
a backup system.

This may include a backup
battery in case the electricity
goes out or a system tied to the
plumbing.

Having a backup pump
isnever a bad idea as well,
because if your sump pump
goes out, it is typically when you
need it most.

There is nothing more
frustrating than to be help-
less watching the water flow in
through your sump pump hole
and there is nothing you can do
about it.

When we have issues with
flooding, it's common that you
are not alone in that problem.
Sump pumps fly off the store
shelves, making it difficult to get
one when you need it most.

We also suggest you pur-
chase a small water sensor to
set next to your sump pump
hole to alert you if water begins
to overflow, giving you the abil-
ity to respond quickly.

Rapid response is key in
these situations.

To help ease this problem,
blow snow away from your
home toward the street when
clearing your sidewalks and

Continued on next page

BEST IR

Electric Range

#WFE525S0HV

* Frozen Bake™ Technology

* FlexHeat™ Dual Radiant
Element

Stainless Steel Tub
Dishwasher
#WDT750SAHV

* TotalCoverage Spray Arm
¢ 1-Hour Wash Cycle

1.9 Cu. Ft. Steam
Microwave
#WMH32519HV

* Sensor Cooking

« Steam Cooking

You could give your people

813 Main Street - Edgerton, MN - 507-442-5671 - www.mhhardwareedgerton.com
8 - 5:30 Monday-Friday - 8 - 4 Saturday - 6:30 - 8:30 Wednesday Evening

for $30-00

per month
That’s only a dollar a day.

Call for details
507-283-9105

206 WEST MAIN
LUVERNE, MN 56156

[ MAYTAG]

Top Load Washer /
Large Capacity Drver

4.7 Cu. Ft.

Top Load Washer
#MVWB765FW

* PowerWash® Cycle

¢ PowerWash® Agitator

7.4 Cu. Ft. Large Capacity
Electric Dryer
#MEDB765FW

* IntelliDry® Sensor

* Rapid Dry Cycle
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Learn ahead of time what you need to know about preventing and treating
water damage after flooding or other water emergency in the home

driveways whenever you can.

If you should happen to get
water in your home or busi-
ness, there are some things
to know. If you have personal
items in the affected area,
move them to a dry place as
soon as you can. When humid-
ity in the air gets higher, it can
cause damage to pictures and
photo albums.

Lift your curtains off the
floor and pin them up so the
water doesn’t damage them. If
you have furniture that you are
unable to move by yourself, put
aluminum foil under the feet
to protect it. Wood furniture
can bleed stain into your carpet
while metal furniture can leave
rust stains.

When you have water that
comes in through the sump
pump hole or seeps in through
the foundation, it may be
necessary to remove pad, but
depending on how quickly you
can get things dry it may be
possible to save the carpet.

Typically, if water comes
through a window, this is
considered floodwater, and
anything porous that is affected
will need to be removed.

Water damage is a big
undertaking and depending on
the severity of it you may need
to call a restoration profes-
sional to take care of it and help

Use these five
all-natural
tips for a
chemical-free
clean kitchen

With all the chemicals
in common household
cleaners, we can’t help but
wonder about the toxic resi-
due they leave behind — es-
pecially in the kitchen where
all our food is prepared.

If you are ready to take
the next step in moving
towards a chemical-free
kitchen, here are a few all-
natural kitchen-cleaning
tips to help you get started.

Use lemon and salt to
clean wooden cutting
boards and surfaces

Whether you need to
clean a butcher block or
a cutting board - this is a
great, lemony-fresh tactic.
Simply sprinkle the wooden
surface with coarse salt and
then scour the surface using
alemon that has been cut
in half.

Squeeze it slightly as
you scrub to release the lem-
on juice. Let it sit for about
five minutes, scrape it off
and then give it a final rinse
with a clean wet sponge.

Cleaning tips/see page 10

you with repairs.

When hiring a professional
company, make sure they have
the necessary certifications and
training needed to handle your
loss the right way.

It may also be pertinent to
ask them if they are properly
insured. Your home is your
sanctuary. Your business is
your livelihood. Make sure you
choose someone that you feel
will treat it with the respect and
care that it deserves.

Luverne native Joel Christensen
is former owner/partner of
Rainbow International Res-
toration and Cleaning, Sioux
Falls. Julie Redlin is the business
development associate.

Build your new home on a beautiful lot in a charming
city with a proud past and a promising future.

SUEDIV’
OF Si0UX v, OF OUTLOT S

Come take a look at lots available from the Luverne
Economic Development Authority priced from $5,000 |

to $45,000 in five different subdivisions: || SUBBNIsIoN

« Sybesma Subdivision

- Veterans Addition

< Evergreen Addition

« Evergreen Second Addition
- Manfred Heights Addition

The community boasts beautiful city parks, an
outstanding public school system, excellent
healthcare resources and a wide variety of activities
for people of all ages.

Luverne homeowners pay the lowest property taxes
when compared to other county seat cities in southwest
Minnesota, and a Residential Lot Incentive Program
offers a $2,500 credit per person* on the price of a lot.

There’s a reason more than 4,500 are proud to call
Luverne home. In Luverne, you'll love the life!

fove the //#e/ |

¢ RE INFORMATION *
ASE QONTACT ;

CityOfLuverne.org



Page 10 Home, Lawn & Garden 2019

Are you covered?

Consider investing in Home Equipment Breakdown Coverage to fill the gap in covering
essential home equipment that may fail and require expensive replacement options

March 28, 2019

By Shirley Top
Kozlowski Insurance, Luverne

Did you know a breakdown of
equipment in your home could cost
$6,000 or more?

Did you also know you can get
protection for pennies a day for your
home equipment and appliances?

Did you also know home and ex-

«Utility service interruption.
Your insurance agent can provide a
complete list of covered risks.

When an equipment breakdown
occurs, some homeowners assume
they have coverage, either through
their homeowner’s policy or a war-
ranty or service contract. In many

cases, however, they don't.

Covered equipment includes:
eFurnaces, heat pumps, heaters,
solar heaters.
«Central air-conditioning.
«Ventilation systems and fans.
eBoilers and water heaters

tended warranties can be verylimited
and they'reintended to cover everyday
maintenance, not major losses?

The big question is, “Are you
covered?”

When an equipment breakdown
occurs, some homeowners assume
they have coverage, either through
their homeowner’s policy or a war-
ranty or service contract.

In many cases, however, they
don't.

Theyneed to consider Homeown-
ers EquipmentBreakdown Insurance,

which fills an important gap by cov-
eringawiderange of essentialhome
equipment.

It's insurance that provides pro-
tectioninthe eventofanunexpected
mechanical or electrical breakdown
not caused by normal wear and tear
or corrosion.

Equipmentbreakdown coverage
can be used to cover multiple appli-

ancesatonce, and it’s awayto protect
bothyourbelongingsandyourbudget.

Common risks covered include:
e«Mechanical breakdown.
eElectrical short circuit .
eBreakdown of appliances and

built-in equipment.
eBusiness computer breakdown

and data restoration.

eKitchen and household appliances

eWell pumps.

eBackup generators.

«Chair lifts and elevators.

eElectric power panels.

«Central vacuums.

eHome security systems.

«Pool and spa equipment.

Homeowners Equipment Break-
down Coverage is often overlooked by
policyowners, butitprovidesimportant
coverage that is well worth the invest-

ment.

All natural
cleaning tips/

Household Hazardous

. from page 9
Waste Collections
Offered year-round! By appointment only 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month [N .

Everyone has at least
one of those baking sheets
with gross, brown, burnt-
on residue. But getting it
sparkling clean again is easy.
Simply mix a half-cup water
and half-cup baking soda.

Put the baking sheet in
a plugged sink, and cover it
with the mixture. Let it sit for
30 minutes to an hour, then
scrub it with a rough sponge
or scouring pad.

Rock County Transfer Station (old Landfill)

Acceptable Waste: paint, aerosol cans, hazardous household,
automotive, lawn & garden, or home improvement products
which you would like to dispose of properly.

Questions or to set up an appointment: Call Rock County
Land Management Office at 507-283-8862 Ext. #4.

Clean burnt pots and
pans with vinegar
and baking soda

The combination of
baking soda and vinegar can
clean pretty much anything.
Here’s how you can use it to
clean burnt pots and pans.

Fill the burnt pot or pan
with 1 cup of water and 1 cup
of vinegar, and bringitto a
boil over high heat. Once
boiling, remove it from the
heat, put it in the sink and
add 2 tablespoons of baking
soda.

The mixture should
start to fizz, and once it
finishes, empty it out and
scrub it with a rough sponge
or scouring pad. Add extra
baking soda as you scrub for
any stubborn spots. Rinse
and dry.

MISSING WI-FI
COVERAGE

IN SOME ROOMS OF YOUR HOME?

If your home has rooms where you experience a poor Wi-Fi connection or no connection at all, the problem isn't with your

internet service — it's with your Wi-Fi network. You may have an insufficient Wi-Fi router or it may be placed in the wrong location.

We offer Whole Home Wi-Fi to address these challenges and provide reliable Wi-Fi coverage throughout your home (and

even in your garage and yard). Here's what you'll receive for $7.95/month:

e Use of a GigaCenter Wi-Fi Router

e Automatic software updates Use citrus peels to

make an all-purpose
spray cleaner

Don’t throw away those
citrus peels! Whether you are
using lemons, limes, grape-
fruit or oranges, add the

A
ASA

ALLIANCE

COMMUNICATIONS"
wired differently

¢ Convenient remote support to assist with trouble resolution

e Additional access points, if needed, are $3.95/month.

To sign up, dial 611 from any phone with Alliance
service or call (605) 582-6311 from your cell phone.

www.alliancecom.net

Cornerstone Group © 2019

Cleaning tips/see page 14
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What are shade trees worth on your property?

Leenderts advises saving them from ash borer may be less expensive than letting them die

By Lori Sorenson

The invasive emerald ash
borer is making its way to Rock
County on two fronts — from
Sioux Falls on the west and
from Martin County on the
east.

So it’s no longer a ques-
tion of if the invasion will reach
local ash trees, it’s a matter of
when.

“They claim it can travel
5to 7 miles every year, and I'd
say it will be here in a year,’
said Arlen Leenderts of Leen-
derts Lawn Care, Hills. “And
when it gets here, every ash
tree is going to die”

Leenderts began offering
ash tree injections last year as
part of the services he offers
through his 14-year-old lawn
care business.

“I treated 30 to 40 ash trees
last year,” he said. “And I have a
whole bunch more lined up for
this year — probably another
40 so far”

The process involves bor-
ing short holes — about an
inch to 2 inches deep — into
the bark of the tree all the way
around the trunk, with a hole
every 6 to 8 inches around.

A plug is inserted into each
hole and an insecticide solu-
tion is injected with about 50
pounds of pressure.

Leenderts said the process
takes 15 to 30 minutes for a
12-inch diameter trunk, and
within 24 hours the tree takes
in the fluid all the way up to the
top branches.

It's not cheap to save an
ash tree — $100 to $200 for an
average tree 12 to 20 inches in
diameter. The bigger the tree
(in diameter) the more insecti-
cide it requires and the more it
costs.

“I treated two 54-inch
diameter trees last year — they
were big old trees next to a
house,” Leenderts said.

“It was expensive to save
them, but you figure it would
cost about $1,500 to take them
down!

To let them die would
eventually mean cutting them
down, hauling them away,
grinding and hauling away the
stumps, replacing the black dirt
and planting new trees — all of
which costs more than saving
them.

“And then you wait 20 years
for it to grow,” Leenderts added.
He also pointed out the
energy value in shading a home
and that healthy trees add value

to a property.

In essence, the ash borer
invasion is forcing property
owners to consider the value of

LeenaertsS

Lawn spraying,
lawn airation
. _and grass
drill for over
seeding and new
. seeding.

et Y

)
2

Do you have favorite ash
" trees you’d like to save?

Tree Injections (lasts two years)

Ask about 5% CASH DISCOUNT
& 5th TREATMENT FREE
w/4-step lawn care purchase.

Call 507-962-3794 or 507-227-2805
ARLENLLC@HOTMAIL.COM

Free Estimates

fully insured and licensed

Loosbrock Electrical
Construction, LLC

Licensed « Bonded ° Insured
Residential « Commercial ¢ Industrial * Agriculture

Scott Loosbrock - Owner

507-360-5418
scott@loosbrockelectric.com
www.loosbrockelectric.com

Arlen Leenderts of Lennderts Lawn Care, Hills, offers tree injections
to treat ash trees from emerald ash borer infestations.

trees and what they're willing
to invest in saving them.

“Around here, there are a lot
of ash trees, and some people

Ferris IS 3200Z

0

will lose all the trees on their
property,” Leenderts said.

“I've got a lot of trees on my
property, and if I lose them, I'm
going to lose a lot of shade.”

Some of his clients have
opted to treat every other tree,
while others save only the vi-
able healthy ones near their
houses.

“It’s up to the individual,
but I say if it’s a viable tree, save
it Leenderts said.

Leenderts Lawn Care can
be reached at 507-227-2805 or
at arlenllc@hotmail.com.

/IECHO

Luverne Location
410 W Koehn Ave.
PO Box 523, Luverne MN
Phone: (507) 283-2319 « Fax (507) 283-8319
email: jiincmark@iw.net

www.jaycoximplement.com
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New house meets old property ... rural dwellers bring

e 2l

Pictured at left a crane lifts one half of Darrel and Jill Ykema’s manufactured home
into place on its new foundation on South Donaldson Street in Luverne July 2018.
The Ykemas chose the home for its quick design and construction processes.

Above, workers finish siding Ykema’s manufac-
tured home after the two sections were placed
on a new foundation and joined together.

At left are Jill, Darrel and Michael (in front).

Below, the home features arched doorways.

WS 0] asumd i e

FOR SALE
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manufactured home to South Donaldson in Luverne

By Mavis Fodness

Darrel and Jill Ykema'’s
progression from rural to city
living took years to decide but
only months to complete.

Since the couple married
more than 20 years ago, home
was an acreage located south
of Luverne.

There they raised three
children, tended to the horses
and spent weekends outside
enjoying the open spans of
corn and soybean fields.

Two years ago the couple
began discussing their future
as children left home, upkeep
of buildings and mowing
time increased along with the
increase of time to care for
elderly parents.

“We knew (it was a mat-
ter of time before moving to
town),” Jill said. “But we didn’t
know when.”

The time for action came
in early 2018.

The availability of lots on
South Donaldson Street near
Jill's parents Pete and Sonna
Behr led the couple to design
anew house and configure a
lotlarge enough for all their
needs.

As a fast built option, the
couple chose to work with
Highland Manufacturing in
Worthington to design and
construct a ranch-style home.

“The decisions were easier

SOLD

“It was pretty
amazing, but I
was so nervous. ...
They set it down
just perfect.

It was neat.”

— Jill Ykema

to make,” Jill said.

Highland offered a basic
floor plan design and the
couple changed areas to fit
their needs.

The Ykemas decided
to place the manufactured
home over a basement to
increase their living space.

Nine-foot ceilings were
part of the design to elimi-
nate the closed in feelings
of traditional basement
designs.

With the basement deci-
sion, designers incorporated
a basement staircase.

Also because the home
would have a basement, the
normal first-floor mechani-
cal room was moved to the
basement, allowing a large
mud/laundry room.

Other decisions include
a more enclosed floor plan
that included three bed-

Barn wood accents were included in the Ykema home interior design, along with wall coves and a
tray ceiling with exposed beams in the living room to lend to the rustic theme.

rooms including a master suite  plan.
and a guest bathroom. Choice of finishes in-

Jill also wanted a more cluded barn wood accents,
enclosed flow through the trey ceilings in the living room
kitchen, dining and living and master bedroom and barn
rooms versus an open floor doors for a built-in hutch in the

dining room.

Overall design stayed
conservative. “There are a lot
of fancy ones out there; ours is

Ykema home/see page 18

oepsi




Page 14

All natural
cleaning tips/
contiued

from page 10

peels to a large mason jar, and
cover them with vinegar.

You'll want the jar to be
about half full of peels. Cover
it with a lid, and let it sit for
two weeks for the citrus to
infuse.

After two weeks, strain
the mixture through a sieve
into a bowl and discard the
peels. Pour the cleaner into
a bottle and use it as an all
purpose-cleaner. Add herbs
like thyme or rosemary if

By Lois Leuthold,
Mortgage originator
First Farmers & Merchants
National Bank, Luverne
Buying a home is one of the larg-
est investments that most people will
make in their lifetime. It is an excit-
ing experience, especially if you have
experts to help you along the way.
You may think buying a home is
as easy as “Find house. Buy house.”
But whether you're new to the
home-buying process, or you've
purchased a home before, it’s helpful
to start by asking yourself a few simple

you'd like! .

questions:
Use baking soda and How much money
rubbing alcohol to do I qualify for?

polish kitchen sinks

Baking soda works just as
well for a sink cleaner as any
other product on the market
(like Comet).

Simply mix the baking
soda with a bit of water or
rubbing alcohol until a paste
forms and use a sponge to
scrub it around the sink. Rinse

A lot of different factors go into
figuring out how much money you
qualify for. We can start the pre-quali-
fication process to determine this.

What does it mean to

be pre-qualified?
Pre-qualification starts the appli-

cation process. I can meet with you in

person, by phone or email. Together

and enjoy that sparkle we can fill out an application.

I will help you determine what
Author Abigail Hopkins, type of loan would fit your needs,
co-founder of “That Clean check your credit, your ability to pay,

Life” and registered nurse and

and determine how big and what type
culinary nutrition expert

ofloan you qualify for.

*Purchase & Refinance
Conventional, VA, FHA, USDA

*Construction Loans

*Home Improvement Loans
*Home Equity Line of Cre@i ns
*Second Mortgages

)

._{
£

¢ FirstFarmers&Merchants

303 East Main St. | Luverne, MN 56156 | 507-283-4463 | www.ffmbank.com
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Whether you're new to
the home-buying process,
or you've purchased a
home before, it’s helpful to
start by asking yourself a
few simple questions

It takes a little time, so you
should get pre-qualified before you
start looking for homes.

Why should I get pre-quali-
fied for a home loan?

«You'll know what price range
you can afford.

«You'll be able to make an offer

as soon as you find a home you like.

«You'll identify potential credit
or other problems early.

«You'll have more negotiating
power because sellers will know
you're ready to buy.

oIf you're self-employed or work

on commission, pre-qualification
shows you have financial backing.

oIt gives sellers confidence to
work with you if you're a first-time
homebuyer.

Even if you could afford to buy
any house you want, another thing
to ask yourself is, “Is this the right
time?”

March 28, 2019

'Home Sweet Home Loan'

With the information you are able to provide, your mortgage lender
can help you find the perfect 'home sweet home loan' that suits you

Consider your short- and
long-term personal goals:

Are you financially ready? Do
you have a stable job?

There’s a lot to think about.

In addition to monthly mort-
gage payments, your future prop-
erty taxes and insurance need to
be considered part of your current
household budget.

This will allow you to decide
how much loan, and home, you
can afford.

You'll avoid sticker shock by
focusing your search within a spe-
cific price range.

You know what you like. You
know what you need.

So before you start looking at
homes, take time to make a list.
Write down the things you like to
do inside, and outside in the yard.

Think about the style and
construction of the home you
want, the floor plan, the number of
rooms, even the size of the garage.

Your list will come in handy
searching for homes online and
will help your Realtor show you
homes that make the best match.

With the information you are
able to provide, your mortgage
lender can help you find the per-
fect “home sweet home loan” that
suits you.

~ B Electrical Problems
are Business!

Aside from the obvious hazards, if you don’t
know what you’re doing, you could end
up causing a bigger, more costly electrical
problem. Expert help is here to safely and
efficiently repair and install any electrical work.

Trust our licensed el

expe .elé
Call us for al your residf

ectricians.

.

Alan M. Aanenson, owner

Have something to sell?

=

QuAL HoU:

We have buyers.
Call 507-283-2333 to advertise in the Star Herald classifieds.
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By Lori Sorenson

Dave Knips has started a
new business, A+ Arbor Care
LLC, which specializes in sav-
ing selected ash trees from the
invasive emerald ash borer.

The pest has killed mil-
lions of trees in the upper
Midwest over the past 10 years
and was recently confirmed
in Sioux Falls, where his home
and business are located.

“Sioux Falls had them for
several years before they knew
it Knips said during a stop in
Luverne March 14. “It wouldn’t
surprise me if it’s here already.

His wife, Brenda, handles
office work for the business,
and his son, Matt, helps with
treatments and is working on
his certification. (Matt’s full-
time job is with DGR in Rock
Rapids, Iowa.)

Their interest in the work
stems from their own experi-
ence with trees on their acre-
age near Luverne where they
lived until last year.

“We lost a lot of trees
when Dutch elm disease came
through in the 1970s and 80s,”
Knips said. “We had no shade
around our home and it made

Home, Lawn & Garden 2019

Emerald ash borer is in Sioux Falls;
it's not a matter of 'if' but 'when' 1t arrives in Rock County

Lori Sorenson photo/0328 home yard and garden knips
Dave Knips (left) started A+ Arbor Care with his wife, Brenda, and
son, Matt, in Sioux Falls where they all now live.

a difference in temperature
without the trees,” Knips said.
“So we planted ash trees.”

Today those ash trees — 30
of them — are well-established
landscape fixtures, but they're
likely to die if they’'re not pro-
tected.

“About eight years ago, I
started reading about how to
save my ash trees, and I figured

I'd buy the chemical to treat my
trees,” Knips said.

But he learned he needed
a commercial pesticide license
to buy the insecticide, TREE-
age G4.

“So I studied to get the
license, and figured as long as
I got that, I might as well have
reciprocity in neighboring
states,” Knips said about being

4

=
eal Estate

etrievers

Our real estate company has an aggressive strategy for
attracting home buyers to our listings. By distributing your
isting information, along with photographs, to a wide array of * f’g*
premier consumer websites, we make sure that we maximize i. Vi
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Elbens uction Senvice

“Quality Auctions Since 1988”
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ALL STATE TEAM

SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA
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AUCTIONEER/REAL ESTATE SALES

www.ElbersAuction.com
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Deb Aanenson

507-920-9921

Gene Aanenson
Realtor/Agent
507-920-9920

Keith Elbers
Realtor/Auctioneer
507-920-6131

Jen Rolfs
Realtor/Agent
507-227-2985

-
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certified in Minnesota, Iowa
and South Dakota.

“But I found out in Sioux
Falls you have to be an arbor-
ist to use it, so I've been study-
ing for that”

Early in March, he
achieved his arborist certifi-
cation and A+ Arbor Care is
now taking appointments for
treatment consultations.

He said homeowners can
watch on their own for signs
of the ash borer, a metallic
green beetle only 10 to 15 mm
long.

Symptoms of an infesta-
tion include:

ea dying tree canopy
(starting in the top branches).

enew sprouts forming
from the tree’s base (a sign

Knips ash borer/see page 18

Ash trees can be a valuable
part of landscape and help
to reduce electrical costs by
shading your home.

A+ARBOR CAR

Dave Knips 507-227-4851 or Matt Knips 507-227-7957
arborcareinject@gmail.com | 817 E 77th St, Sioux Falls, SD

Page 15

“Eventually all

the untreated ash
trees will die.

So if you have an
ash tree that is
shading your
house and you're
really enjoying it,
it would be worth-
while to treat.”

— Dave Knips,
A+ Arbor Care LLC

LLC.

MN 20197838
1A 00 09483 00
SD AP 19184

Plumbing Heatmg And AC LLC
PUNELESTY 280!

Mark & Cinoy Kurtz, OWNERS
608 W. Harming St1., Luverne, MN

. Y.




Page 16

Home, Lawn & Garden 2019

Knips family starts ArborCare LLC to help
save trees from ash borer/continued from 15

that the tree is stressed).

eD-shaped exit holes in the bark
and larvae tracks underneath.

swoodpecker damage (native
insects feed on dead trees, so a wood-
pecker on a live ash tree would indicate
ash borer larvae).

The emerald ash borer is native to
China and was first found in Canada
and turned up in Michigan in 2002.

They're active in warmer months
between Memorial Day to Labor Day,
and are dormant over the winter. Severe
cold snaps of minus 27 or colder that
last several days will kill off many, but
not all of larvae.

“So this winter probably slowed
them down a bit,” Knips said.

Once the ash borer is detected in a
tree, it takes one to three years for it to
die.

In order to save a tree, it must
be treated before there is 50 percent
canopy loss. Some experts caution that
a tree with more than 30 percent canopy
loss may not benefit from treatment.

“Eventually all the untreated ash
trees will die,” Knips said.

“So if you have an ash tree that is
shading your house and you're really

Treatment is injected into a plug that's
inserted into a drilled hole in the tree.

enjoying it, it would be worthwhile to
treat”

Knips was Sanford Luverne’s nurse
anesthetist for 35 years until retiring in
2018 after starting his Medi Spa business,
which offered Botox and Dermafill facial
treatments.

He opted not to renew malpractice
insurance for the practice and has since
turned his attention to “injecting pesticide
in trees instead of Botox in foreheads.”

A+ Arbor Care can be reached by
phone at 507-227-4851 and by email at
arborcareinject@gmail.com.

302 Main Street
Kenneth, MN 56147

3 Year
Warranty

“We Service all Makes and Models of Engines.”

S507-283-4299

WE DO
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Troy-Bilt Mowers, Trimmers, Blowers

Columbia 50" 54" and 60" Zero Turn Mowers

Check out the new llne of 56 volt

BATTERY PRODUCTS -

We have on-hand Sears,
Husqvarna and Poulan parts!

® Poulas Sears

New Heavy Duty 50” and 60" Fabricated Deck on Zero Turn Mowers
Open Daily 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

LUVERNE, MN
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Perennials, ornamental grasses join lineup
of annuals and vegetables in heated shelter

By Lori Sorenson

After a few years of lack-
luster greenhouses at Luverne
ACE Hardware, Stacie Ehlke is
looking forward to a colorful
splash of flowers, vegetables
and perennials in the parking
lot this year.

“We've got a lot of people
interested and a good team in
place to take care of what we’ll
have out there,” said Ehlke,
who is now managing the ACE
greenhouse.

“It’s really going to be a
nice greenhouse.”

Ehlke managed the Tru-
Value greenhouse in Harding-
ton, Nebraska, before moving
to Luverne two and a half years

ago.
A new heating system is in

place to carry the ACE green-

house through spring tempera-

"\“
FREE ESTIMATES «

Lic. #20063613. Insured.

Home sweet home

W,

—-!_

—al

Protect all that you've built
with a company you can trust.

THE ESTENSON
COMPANY, INC.

Luverne MN ¢ 507-283-2386
tknoll @1w.net

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE

LIFE - HOME - CAR -

BUSINESS

|
«

Daylilies are among perennial
favorites that will be offered in
the Luverne ACE Hardware
greenhouse this spring.

ture swings, and an enthusi-
astic team is lined up to help
Ehlke care for the plants.

“Our staff is really in-
terested in getting involved,
especially our student em-
ployees,” she said.

“And we're going to need
their help, because it takes
a lot of work with all the
dead-heading, watering, and
checking on flowers — not
to overwater or underwater
them”

Ehlke also announced
that the ACE greenhouse will
carry an extra selection of
vegetables — watermelons,
pumpkins, cucumbers and
others — and perennials,
which haven’t been offered
before.

“We’re going to feel
things out, but we’ll for sure
have hostas, daylilies and spi-
rea — the popular landscape
standbys,” she said.

“And we'll also have
ornamental grasses.”

The greenhouse hours
will be the same as the store
hours — 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Monday through Friday, 8
a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sun-
day.

Ehlke said she’s looking
forward to the garden stock
arriving from their supplier,
Stan Van Iperen of VIP Floral
and Garden Center, Slayton.

“I'love to garden and I
love flowers and taking care
of everything growing,” Ehlke
said.

“I'really want to see a
successful greenhouse this
year”

Watch the Luverne ACE
Facebook page for informa-
tion about the greenhouse
opening.

Interested in Advertising®

Cal Rick or Chantel

fo advertise in next week's
Announcer

283-2333
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Luverne Building Center
not just a small town lumberyard

We are striving to be your ONE STOP for ideas, advice and a helping
hand to assist in your home remodeling or building projects.
-

@ All with the best service and lowest prices possible! ©

See Mike, Nick, Tom or Dan for help
5%, = with your new Home Design from
SRR 1T B = = = .
TN | Dbeginning to end. We provide drafting
nasas: and design for new
T uverne homes, additions, decks,

We've got all your decking - M mABuillig ™ cabinets, any project you

needs covered! AL ﬂ_?'z ,'i._‘? T:flﬁ Center .
R desire.

Luverne Building Center

provides FREE Estimates and Quotes on Garages,
Pole Barns, Decks, Windows, Kitchen Cabinets, Doors and Siding...
Any of your building projects.

507-283-9151 - 102 E. MAPLE ST., LUVERNE
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Ykema family moves new manufactured home to South Donaldson/from page 13

not,” Jill said.

“This house is made to
live in and we definitely do.”

Other features included
araised center counter in
the master bathroom along
with a walk-in closet, built-in
bathtub and walk-in shower.

The kitchen is located in
the home’s center.

An island with coun-
ter seating was included in
the design along with the
kitchen sink facing a window
that opens to the backyard

and a range hood over the . St Pl AT g '

stove. The microwave is built L A aud

in a separate cabinet.

The couple watched
their new home come to-
gether at the factory.

After about three
months, the basic structure
was complete.

In early July 2018, the home
arrived in Luverne by semi-
trailer in two pieces.

A crane lifted each piece
into place on the foundation.

Preston Power
Small Engines
g v, Authorized

Dealer for

¢ Troy-bilt ® Tanaka

e Remington Equipment
¢ Briggs & Stratton

e Kohler and Tecumseh

engines
e NEW Ego Equipment
e Service on all makes
and models

Stop in and check out this new
product - you won't be disappointed!
e Mowers ¢ Leaf Blowers ¢ Chainsaws
e Trimmers ¢ Hedge Trimmers
e Power Head Systems

New mowers and power equipment are here!

Are you ready for the mowing season?

007-227-9156

Magnolia, MN

POWER BEYOND BELIEF.

- e = . ‘fgﬁ
Travis Franken, Lic #20627458 & Insured
1332 181st, Luverne Call today for a
Cell: 507-920-8253 FREE ESTIMATE.

TREMODELING « NEW ADDITIONS © SIDING |
DECKING « WINDOW/DO0R REPLACEMENT

GARAGE DOORS © CONGRETE
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL!!!

Sliding barn doors frame the built-in china hutch in the dining room.

“It was pretty amaz-
ing,” Jill said. “But I was so
nervous.’

While the sections were
in the air, workmen pulled
on ropes attached to the
sections, spinning the house
into place over the founda-
tion. “They set it down just
perfect, it was neat,” she
added.

Workers connected the
two sections together, and by
September 2018 the Ykemas
were moving into their new
home.

While the house itself
was constructed off site,
other buildings such as the
seasonal room connecting
the house and the two-stall
garage were built on site.

Finishing of the base-
ment will be a future project.

Featuresinthe masterbathroominclude a double vanity with raised
center drawer, a walk-in shower and a built-in bathtub.

are planned projects for this
summer along with the seed-
ing of a lawn.

Slowly, the couple and
son Michael, 11, are moving
items from the acreage to the
new home.

Jill stressed their house
was designed as a family
home.

“It’s not that fancy,” she
said. “We live here

Planned are two addi-
tional bedrooms, a bathroom,
office and a second kitchen.

“The plan is to do can-
ning down there,” Jill said.

In the meantime, the
Ykemas are waiting for
workers to repair cracks that
occurred during the move
before they paint the walls
their final colors.

A deck and patio areas

Since 1948

LUVERNE FARM STORE

Quality & Service

We take prideiin youf lawn' as'if
it'was our'own.

- Fertilization

- Weed Identification

* Crabgrass Control

- Insect Identification & Control
- Lawn Disease Control

Fawn@are Services  Eawn vV aintenance Services

+ Professional Lawn Mowing
- Lawn Trimming & Clean-up
- Turf Watering Management
- Lawn Aeration

PRleaseicontactiforiarbreelNVedsurelandiEstimare

Contact: Nate Golla

PO Box 927 or 617 S. Kniss Ave.
Luverne, MN 56156

ﬁ Like uson
Facebook

(507) 283-9555 or (800) 956-9556
www.luvernefarmstore.com
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Homebuyers should
consider five key
Jactors before signing
a purchase agreement

By Tyler Bush,
mortgage lender,
Security

Savings Bank

Buying a
home is a major
life decision, but
adequate plan-
ning and research
can take the stress
out of the process
and smooth the path toward
home ownership.

Professionals involved
in the process recommend
five key considerations for all
homebuyers to ensure a suc-
cessful transaction:

eKnow your credit
score. It’s important to know
your score before purchasing
a home. Your credit score will
impact the interest rate you
will receive.

The difference in inter-
est you pay over the term of
the loan can save you thou-
sands of dollars. Talk to your
mortgage lender about ways
you can improve your credit
score.

oGet pre-qualified. Your
mortgage lender can exam-
ine your financial situation
and help you determine the
amount of money you can
borrow and the price range of
houses you should be look-
ing for.

Getting pre-qualified will
make shopping for a home an
enjoyable, easy process.

eUnderstand your
financing options. There are
several types of mortgage
products available.

Make sure you're talk-
ing with a home loan expert
about a mortgage product
that makes sense for you.
When it comes to purchasing
a home, every question is a
good question!

eSet a budget. Your
mortgage lender can help you
determine a payment amount
you are comfortable with
while taking into consider-
ation other monthly hous-
ing expenses, payments and
everyday living cost.

Ask yourself a few basic
questions: Can I afford this
house payment including tax-
es and insurance? How much
are the monthly utilities? Will
renovations be needed to this
house?

These are just a couple of
examples of things to consid-
er when figuring your budget
for this new home.

eGet a home inspection.
A professional home inspec-
tor will be able to point out
potential code violations,
safety issues, and damage to
the home.

Inspections typically can
cost $300 to $600; however,
they can save thousands if

major issues are
found.

It's good to
protect your po-
tential new invest-
ment.

It never hurts
to talk to the pro-
fessionals in the
industry.

Your mort-
gage lender, real estate agent,
home inspector, home insur-
ance agent, etc. will guide
you through all aspects of the
home-buying process.

Good luck finding the
home of your dreams.

SECURITY
SAVINGS BANK
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Are you familiar with your city's ordinances?

By Chad McClure
City of Luverne zoning administrator

Residents who move to Luverne — and even
many who have lived here for years — may not be
aware of common city ordinances that are in place
to make the city a good place for everyone.

Vehicle related ordinance violations:

«Unlicensed or inoperable vehicle(s) parked
on property (yard or driveway); Vehicles both self-
propelled, ortowed mustbelicensed, andin operable
condition.

«Parkingvehicle onfrontorsideyard; Novehicles,
whether self-propelled or towed, shall be parked or
kept in the front or side yard of a residence. Note:
parking on an approved “parking pad” is allowed.

«Parking of more than 4 vehicles on residential
property; Limit the number of vehicles on exterior
property to 4, (including trailer, riding mowers, and
atvs). Vehicles must be parked on approved surface
and are not allowed in front or side yard.

Property maintenance violations:
«Theaccumulation or storage of discarded, worn

out,inoperable materials oritemswhicharenolonger

used for the purposes for which they were intended;

0¢é (Reaét

Sellisng Real Eatate
adr z‘t

tag

Your hometown real estate broker for over 25 years
Gene Cragoe, broker lic. in MN & SD info@cragoe.com;
Renee Guy, Realtor 605-359-7515; Theresa Engelkes, Realtor - Worthington 507-370-3669
S mis @

507-283-2647 or 800-689-2647

Z0¢ have buyerzs! WE NEED YOUR LISTING!

LUVERNE'S LOCALLY-OWNED AND
OPERATED MLS AGENCY

FORICOMPLETEILISTINGSIIOGIONTO
WWW.CRAGOE.COM

ean? af 1he Paauutl.u‘l.

504 BRANDENBURG
LUVERNE

$299,000

This is a gorgeous home
with 5 bedrooms and 3

an open kitchen/dining room, large living room, sun room with 2
skylights to enjoy the sunshine, master bedroom with walk in closet
and master bath and two additional bedrooms and an extra bathroom
finish off the main floor. The lower level has 2 bedrooms, family
room and a full bath. The exterior has a composite 11x13 deck with
a sunsetter awning to enjoy the shade of outdoor summers. This
home is close to a park and the bike trail in a great neighborhood.

baths. Main floor offers

113 W. Main Street
Luverne, MN 56156 Tues - Fri:

Allexterior property and premises shallbe maintained
in a clean, safe and sanitary condition.

«Exterior of structure falling below the minimum
level of proper maintenance; The exterior of structures
must be in good repair, with no evidence of deteriora-
tion, damage, or loose elements.

«Allowing grass and weeds to grow to unaccept-
able heights; Lawns must be maintained at a height
no greater than 6 inches.

Public safety violations:

Maintaining an unsafe private swimming pool;
Poolsover24” deep shallbelocated in approved areas
and enclosed with a 6, lockable fence.

«Keeping of non-domestic animals, (including
chickens); It is unlawful for any person to keep any
animal, other than domestic pets.

«Unpermitted construction projects; Building
code enforcement is to establish minimum require-
ments to safeguard the public health, safety, and
general welfare.

The purpose of the code is notto create, establish,
ordesignateaparticular class or group of personswho
will or should be especially protected or benefited by
the terms of the code.

LANDSCAPE

WITH A NEW
HOME EQUITY
LINE OF CREDIT

Contact Mortgage Lender
Tyler Bush to get started

SECURING
YOUR FUTURE

bankwithssb.com

wic 23

OPPORTUNITY

Tyler Bush
NMLS# 1640]50

Mike & Dawn Van Den Top

OPEN

9a.m.-5p.m.

Office: 507-283-9206 Sat:
Fax: 507-283-9206
Cell: 712-899-4800

9 a.m.- noon

manitoucarpets@gmail.com

Contact us for your flooring and
installation needs!

- e selectlon_of carpet'- Wood e Laminate
" .' Vinyl ¢ Dura Ceramic  Luxury vmyl mé

° And morel.l..... = e

o Oyer 50,000 square feet of 1n-stock ﬂoorlng
' ava1lal;le
‘ '_‘?évyeqzrs"mstallatlon experience

immediate dellvery

';Factory dlrect carpet‘
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Bill to protect consumers from predatory
rent-to-own housing contracts

Senators’ legislation would establish standards for predatory contracts
that targeted underserved communities and lower-income Americans

U.S. Senators Tina Smith
(D-Minn.) and Jeff Merkley
(D-Ore.) have introduced
the "Residential Rent-to-
Own Protection Act" to pro-
tect consumers in Minnesota
and across the country from
predatory rent-to-own hous-
ing contracts.

Their measure would
allow rent-to-own resi-
dents—many of whom are
often people of color or
low-income Americans—to
seek damages from land-
lords who violate contracts
and put protections in place
to ensure these residences
are safe.

“Rent-to-own contracts
can create valuable path-

ways to homeownership and
security, but they don’t always
protect consumers. We want
to change that,” said Sen.
Smith, a member of the Senate
Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs Committee.

“This bill would establish
standards for rent-to-own
contracts so that residents do
not have to live in fear of being
treated unfairly or having the
rug pulled out from under
them and their families”

Merkley said the agree-
ments could provide access
to homeownership for people
who may not be able to get a
traditional mortgage.

“But for decades, these
agreements have often been

scams that rip people off and
turn the dream of homeown-
ership into a nightmare. That
has to change.”

Rent-to-own housing
contracts — often also called
land contracts or contracts-
for-deed — usually require
tenants to make payments
directly to the seller over a
period of time.

For many of these con-
tracts, the payments come
in the form of rent plus an
added premium, and in turn
the seller promises to trans-
fer the home title when the
full purchase price is paid
in full.

Because of a lack of con-
sumer protections, tenants

who enter into these con-
tracts can find themselves
saddled with maintenance
responsibilities they didn’t
expect, and some even lose
out on the home they've
been promised after just one
late payment.

These contracts have
disproportionately targeted
people of color and low-
income Americans, putting
real barriers in place for
many of these individuals to
become homeowners.

Sens. Smith and Merk-
ley’s bill takes aim at fixing
this problem by provid-
ing consumer protections
against predatory practices.
The Residential Rent to Own
Protection Act would:

oEstablish safety stan-
dards for residential rent-to-
own contracts by requiring
sellers to ensure homes meet
state or local rental habit-
ability requirements;

« Protect tenants from
arbitrary evictions;

o Allow tenants to seek
damages should landlords
violate contracts;

« Create exemptions for
non-profit organizations that
offer residential rent-to-own
contracts with wraparound
housing counseling services;

eDirect the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau
(CFPB) to regulate residen-
tial rent-to-own contracts;

eDirect the Government
Accountability Office (GAO)
to study market conditions,
prevalence, and outcomes
of residential rent-to-own
contracts.

Whether it’s for the FARM or HOME

we have the material for your next project!

Quality Products - Affordable Pricing - Friendly Service

New Construction, Remodeling, Ag Buildings

Country Lumber

Phone 507-442-4821

Give us a Call,
and put our experience
to work for you!

We have been building ready built homes since 1976

March 28, 2019

Barb Anderson,
Cattnach Insurance

Insurance

can some-
times use a
good spring
cleaning

By Barb Anderson,
Cattnach Insurance,
Luverne

Spring is a good time
to conduct a review of your
homeowner’s insurance
policy.

You may be tempted to
send in the premium and
forget about it for another
year, but that could cost
you.

Discounts:

Check with your agent
to find out if you qualify for
any discounts such as:

epackage home/ auto/
umbrella.

eupdated plumbing or
electrical.

enew roof.

enew furnace.

Valuables:

Insure newly acquired
valuables.

Have you purchased
jewelry, sports equipment,
musical instruments or fire-
arms since the last time you
looked at your policy?

Home value:

Your home value
should be updated to in-
clude things like:

eadditional square
footage.

enew decks, porches or
patios.

ofinished basement.

Endorsements;

eWater backup.

eReplacement cost
coverage.

eIdentity theft coverage.

it
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‘Art in Heaven’

Could it be that the Lord's Prayer is about planting a garden to create a paradise on Earth?

By Michael Walgrave

“Our Father who art in Heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy king-
dom come. Thy will be done, on
Earth as it is in Heaven...” (Matthew
6:9-13)

Most
people un-
derstand The
Lord’s Prayer
to mean that
there is a God
and he lives
in heaven.
However, like every book of ancient
wisdom, people can and will inter-
pret texts differently.

I'would like to believe that when
I pray The Lord’s Prayer, I'm actually
asking that God create his heaven —
art — on Earth.

I can’t tell you who, what, or
where God is since these are matters
of faith, but I can say with certainty
that there is an Earth and that we
have the science and tools to shape
itinto a garden paradise.

While I was deployed to Afghan-
istan with the 173" Army infantry,
we had plenty of time to wax philo-
sophical on the questions of heaven
and Earth while on guard duty.

One of the main questions we
would debate was, “How do we
bring peace to Afghanistan?”

Some places in Afghanistan are
lush with vegetation, but where our
battalion was there was not much
vegetative life.

From a watchtower in Patika
Province, all you could see was
a desert-mountain wasteland.
Climate change (drought), foreign
invaders (Russia), and lack of land
management had robbed Afghani-
stan of its environmental riches of
the past.

In 2007 the 1% Rock battalion
was not only hunting Osama Bin
Laden and fighting out-of-country

Artist Georgiana Romanovna titles her oil painting "Garden Paradise"

Twould like to believe that when I pray The Lord’s Prayer, 'm
actually asking that God create his heaven — art — on Earth. ...
A practical solution to ‘art in heaven'is to garden. More gardens.
More plants. More life. More food. More peace.

insurgents, but we were also trying
to repair tribal relations between
villages in an effort to build a uni-
fied Afghanistan.

We found that much of the
conflict between neighboring tribes
in the area was a result of lack of
food and other resources. We found
that food and resource scarcity had
helped breed hostility between
neighbors.

Clearly, heaven on Earth is
not found in apocalyptic environ-
ments. A practical solution to “art
in heaven” is to garden.

More gardens. More plants.
More life. More food. More peace.

Gardening can help create a
more peaceful planet, but a gar-
den’s power is not limited to help-
ing solve conflict.

Gardening is also important
toward helping solve some of
America’s more costly issues. While
religious extremism is a threat,
health and environmental issues
are far larger problems that the
average American faces.

In the 20" Century, leaders in
agriculture created a mass produc-
tion system that relies heavily on
chemicals and only a handful of
crops.

The country invested money
and resources into developing this
food system to help feed the world
and keep food prices low.

Unfortunately we are seeing
that “cheap food” has cost our
culture in terms of the extinction of
the family farm, degradation of our
natural environment, and the sky-

24/7/365
Emergency

ServiceMASTER

rocketing costs of health care from
cancers and heart disease resulting
from poor diets and crops with low
nutritional value.

Obesity and malnutrition,
caused by our cheap and quick
food production, have now sur-
passed cigarettes as the No. 1
preventable cause of death in the
United States.

Gardening is a practical way
to “artin heaven” on Earth and a
remedy to American health and
environmental problems.

Organically grown vegetables
ensure that the elderly, young
and sick will not be subjected to
substances that may affect their
weaker biological systems.

Growing a diversity of plants is
important for environmental integ-
rity. Abundance creates commu-
nity stability and an environment
of sharing. People can create more
heaven on Earth just by growing
more plants.

Even small gardening efforts
can make a difference if a majority
of people do their part. Everyone
is capable of planting and growing
something.

A socially responsible citizen
considers how he or she can con-
tribute to making a better planet
for future generations and then
take action.

Gardening is one positive ac-
tion to be taken. Like the vegetable
Victory Gardens of World War I
and II that were created to help the
war efforts, gardening is a way for
the average citizen to contribute to
America’s peace and prosperity.

Art in Heaven. Plant a garden.
Luv the life.

Michael Walgrave, Luverne, is a
Post-911 Veteran and works as a
technician for the Rock County
Land Management Office.
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Restoration Specialists
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e Mold Remediation/Air Quality Testing
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e Quick Response Time
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
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¢ Area Rug Cleaning
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Country Cupboar
“Where Skilled Craftsmen Produce Work With Pride!” 3 .
2 miles south of Luverne on Hwy. 75 | i 4

ServiceMaster of Luverne

1-507-283-9473 | 877-473-1870

©2009 ServiceMaster Clean. All rights reserved. Services provided ‘@“ ‘ ‘ VISA‘
by independent businesses licensed to serve you by ServiceMaster Clean. | [ 777

Phone 507-283-8176
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The idea is to create an ecosystem that protects the soil, provides healthy foods, and requires minimal labor to be productive. The University of Minnesota Exten-
sion Southwest Regional Sustainable Development Partnership (Southwest RSDP) recently supported a food forest in Luverne that promises to do all these things.

Food forests improve on the concept of community gardens

By Carol Mohr,
University of Minnesota
Extension

Community gardens —
shared plots where residents
can grow their own vegetables
or flowers — are becoming
mainstream.

But community food forests
areanewer concept. Afood forest
combinestrees, shrubs, vines, pe-
rennialsandself-seedingannuals

to provide edible fruits and nuts.

Rather than individually
maintained parcels, the entire
food forest is open to the public
for harvest.

The idea is to create an eco-
systemthat protects the soil, pro-
videshealthyfoods, andrequires
minimal labor to be productive.

The University of Minnesota
Extension Southwest Regional
Sustainable Development Part-

nership (Southwest RSDP) re-
cently supported a food forest
in Luverne that promises to do
all these things.

Food forest for Luverne
Kimberly Rockman, man-
ager of Luverne’s Prairie Ally
Outdoor Center, was looking for
ways to share her love of nature.
“I am passionate about
learning about and teaching

SCHOMACKERS

For the Home that Works for You

Now Selling

Sealy Mattresses

(o] §
g_onga/eum S Shaw |
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roors MOHAWK

Installation

systems oflivingin harmonywith
nature,” Rockman said.

“ThreeyearsagoIbegan con-
necting with organizations and
agencies throughout the region
who have gotten creative with
community-driven work that
focuses on outdoor education.”

Through these connections,
Rockman learned about food
forests.

A food forest is designed
to operate as permaculture, a
sustainable and largely self-
sufficient agricultural system.

According to South Dakota-
based Project Food Forest, a
food forest protects soil and
water quality through planting
techniques that keep rain water
on site.

The forest returns healthy
plant wastes to the land, creates
windbreaks through multi-story
shrubs, and houses a diverse

variety of plants that attract pol-
linators.

“The big thing with agro-
foresty and permaculture is
rebuilding the soil and cleaning
thewater,and doingsowith these
great plants that we can use for
food or medicine or ornamen-
tals,” Rockman said.

Rockman started working
with Project Food Forestfounder
Veronica Shukla, and the South-
west RSDP connected Rockman
and Shukla with Extension Edu-
cator Gary Wyatt.

“Gary had been working on
perennialsthatproduce fruitand
nuts, and Kim had approached
the Partnership with interest in
a food forest and plantings to
improve water quality and soil
health on the property,” said
Southwest RSDP Executive Di-
rector Anne Dybsetter.

“Working together, they

1892-2019
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1-800-252-1166 or go online at
www.gopherstateonecall.org
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Specific information about the work site, as well as marking in-
structions must be provided. Use white markings or flags to de- .
fine the entire area where excavation will occur, including a safety

= buffer. Wait at least 48 hours after submitting the locate request,
before you begin your excavation.

If you have made recent improvements to your home,
you may need to revise your home insurance as well.

Call our office today to review your home insurance
and build confidence in your future.
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were ableto puttogetheradesign
that would be both productive
and educational”

Rockman, Wyatt and Shukla
designed a forest for the Prairie
Ally property that would focus
on perennials that continue to
produce harvest. Some annu-
als were also planted initially to
provide bounty while the forest
becomes established.

“For the first few years of the
food forest, we are able to do the
full sun annuals, like tomatoes,
surrounding the trees, as it will
take time until those areas are
shaded out,” Rockman said.

“The lower levels of the food
forestwill be planted into herba-
ceouslayer, shade-tolerantplants
and even fungi as time goes on.”

A key goal is to inspire the
next generation of farmers and
community members to care for
the land, and school children
volunteered tohelp plantthefood
forest as well as a neighboring
perennial buffer.

“Families are interested in
learningto growperennial plants
such as elderberries, aronia ber-
ries, juneberries and hazelnuts
to supplement their nutritional
needsathome, and to show their
childrenwherefood comesfrom,’
Wryatt said.

Perennial buffer

With similar goals in mind,
Wyatt and Rockman also devel-
oped what they call a “produc-
tive riparian buffer” on the site,
with supportfrom the Southwest
RSDP and fellow Extension
Agroforestry team members
Diomy Zamora and Michael
Reichenbach.

The buffer runs adjacentto a
stream on the Prairie Ally prop-
erty (andistherefore “riparian”),
and is considered productive for
the edible nuts, fruits, vegetables
andwoodyornamental speciesit
may supply.

“It was such a perfect part-
nership on the buffer because
we were already in the planning
stages on the food forest,” Wyatt
said. “It’s a nice compliment
because it’s essentially the same
system design process.”

Approximately two-dozen
speciesofnative grassesand forbs

CO

creating bright futures
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Project Food Forest’s Veronica Shukla (from left), Prairie Ally’s Kimberly Rockman, Luverne, and Extension Educator Gary Wyatt
are key players in Luverne’s food forest along Blue Mound Avenue. At right, weed mats and chicken wire fencing are used to
reduce weed competition and rabbit and deer damage in the productive riparian buffer.

Extension Educator Gary Wyatt (left) picks black chokeberries (aronia berries). Volunteers load mulch to spread on food forest beds.

were seeded in the buffer area.
The perennial shrubs and trees
are expected to produce nuts and
berries for years to come.

“Itprovides multiple benefits,
improving water quality, rebuild-
ing soil health, providing food
and improving wildlife habitat,’
Wyatt said.

The buffer is also intended
as an educational demonstration
plot, showing landowners that
edibles can be incorporated into
a buffer system.

“Somelandowners maywant
to plant plants in a buffer that
would produce nuts and berries
that could be marketable to farm-

=

CUS’I’@M S
' BUTTON O, .
@EDDN% SERVICE B

SERVICE

Business & house cleaning
* Apartments

* New developments

* Commercial * Residential

ers markets or other businesses,”
Wyatt said.

Both the food forest and the
productive riparian buffer were
planted in April 2018.

Those interested in explor-
ing the food forest or buffer are
encouraged to visit Prairie Ally
at 308 N. Blue Mound Avenue
in Luverne. Prairie Ally is also
on Facebook @prairieally and
Instagram @prairieallymn.

Caryn Mohr is the assistant state-
wide director of the University of
Minnesota Extension Regional
Sustainable Development Part-
nerships (RSDP).
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~ One Twin Homes Still Available in
Round Wind Estates - Going Fast!

e A e, 55

From new homes, garages, fellowship halls, offices, pole buildings, farm shops, cattle
barns, remodels, twin homes (or whatever our clients want built, we have the crew to get it

done. » Renovations
Cleveringa Construction is also transitioning to the next generation as current employees
Adam Uithoven and Derek Sandbulte prepare to take over the business from founders ° Remo dels

Merlin and Carol Cleveringa.

All the full- and part-time employees of Cleveringa Construction are very dedicated .
to their jobs. Their work is above and beyond what customers expect, assuring them a ° NeW Constructlon
successfully completed project.

“As the business transition takes place, we want to thank all of our first-time and repeat

customers and extend a hand to new customers as Cleveringa Construction moves forward. o Computel‘
“The Good Lord has blessed us very well. Remember to give thanks for . .
all you have.” = Merlin and Carol Cleveringa ASS]Sted DeSI gn

o« Farm Shops ¢ Pole Buildings
— o Cattle Barns ¢ Machine Shops

Merlin Cleveringa, owner

| o ' E l / 4 E' ' ﬂ ,,: _ J' 507-920-5631 | Luverne, MN

mccleveringa@gmail.com
Adam Uithoven | 507-227-1770
Derek Sandbulte | 507-227-1065

cleveringaconstruction.com | Lic. #BC-690592
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