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Congratulations
Luverne Cardinals

Congratulations
Luverne Cardinals

Cardinals on ice

Pepsi on ice

Cardinals & Pepsi on ice, now that’s a winning combo!
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Congratulations 
Cardinals on Cardinals on 

your dedication, 
hard work and years of hard work and years of 

practice!practice!
Thank you to everyone who has supported Thank you to everyone who has supported 

the Hockey Association from the beginning, the Hockey Association from the beginning, 
today and in the future. Thank you also to today and in the future. Thank you also to 
coaches, parents, kids and the community coaches, parents, kids and the community 
for your encouragement; without you this for your encouragement; without you this 

wouldn’t be possible.wouldn’t be possible.
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Attorneys-at-Law
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507-283-9111

Cardinal girls live their hockey dream
John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh blake 7

Luverne junior forward Mariah Aukes takes the ice minutes before the start of state quarterfi nals at the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul. 

By John Rittenhouse
‘One team, one dream.’
Th at is the motto the Luverne 

High School girls’ hockey team 
adhered to during the 2015-16 
season.

Th e rallying cry may be short, 
but those four words ended up 
producing the most successful 
season in the history of the LHS 
program.

“Our goal was to win the section 
tournament and get to the state 
tournament at the beginning of 
the year,” said Cardinal coach 
Tony Sandbulte.

“The one team, one dream 

thing is something we used to get 
everyone on board and buy into 
that concept at the beginning of 
the year. Th e girls would say it 
before every game and I think it 
helped us reach our goal.”

Th ere’s no question the slogan 
worked for the Cardinals this 
winter.

One year after having a streak 
of making six consecutive ap-
pearances in the Section 3A 
championship game snapped 
with an overtime loss to Marshall 
in the section semifi nals in 2015, 
the Cardinals were a team on a 
mission heading into practice 

last November.
Th e playoff  loss to Marshall in 

February of 2015 left a bad taste 
in the mouths of every player and 
coach involved in the program.

It didn’t take long to notice the 
Cardinals were ready to erase 
memories of that loss when the 
regular season opened last No-
vember.

Playing like team members 
with chips on their shoulders, the 
Cardinals reeled off  seven con-
secutive victories during the fi rst 
month of the 2015-16 campaign.

Th e second month of the sea-
son didn’t follow the same script 

as the Cards dropped fi ve of their 
next nine games, but the team’s 
resolve remained in place.

Luverne overcame a rough 
stretch in December by winning 
seven consecutive contests from 
January 5th through the 26th before 
an 18-6 regular season came to 
an end with a loss to New Ulm in 
the fi nale.

With the regular season behind 
them, Luverne’s dream was in 
reach when the Section 3A Tour-
nament was set to begin in early 
February.

Th e Cardinals earned the No. 
1 seed for the event and they 

lived up to the billing by post-
ing consecutive victories over 
Mankato West and Fairmont to 
capture the program’s fi rst section 
championship.

It was at that point when the 
team’s dream became a reality.

“Th is group of girls has been 
fi ghting hard to get to a state 
tournament for a long time, and 
to watch their dreams come true 
during the section championship 
game was pretty special for all of 
us,” Sandbulte said.

“Our team has a good core 

Dream/continued on page 5
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507-283-4383 • Luverne, MN

group of seniors and a good junior 
class to go with it. Th ey formed a 
close-knit team and they spend 
a lot of time with each other on 
and off  the ice.”

Along with winning a section 
title, the Cardinals received the 
opportunity to live their dream of 
playing in their fi rst state tourna-
ment one week later.

It was an eye-opening experi-
ence that included losses to Th e 
Blake School and New Prague.

Blake, which was the state’s 
second-ranked Class A team at 
the end of the regular season, 
won three consecutive games to 
capture the state title.

New Prague, which was ranked 
No. 7 in the fi nal Class A poll of 
the regular season, went on to win 
the consolation championship at 
the state tournament.

Losing two games at the state 
tournament left LHS with a 
20-8 record, but those setbacks 
didn’t spoil Sandbulte’s take on 
Luverne’s milestone-reaching 
season.

“What I think I’ll remember 
about this group of girls is all the 
memories we made and all the 
fun we had at the state tourna-
ment,” he said.

“Th e girls were grinning from 
ear to ear and soaking it all in the 
entire time we were there. We may 
have lost some games, but the kids 
competed hard and that’s all you 
can ask for as a coach.”

When it was all said and done, 
2015-16 LHS hockey team lived 
its dream.

With thanks going to the gen-
erous sponsors who made this 
special section, here is a look back 
at Luverne’s magical season.

Nov. 10
Luverne 9,
Albert Lea 1

Th e Cardinals got off  to a great 
start when they rolled to an eight-
goal home win over Albert Lea.

Luverne scored the game’s 
fi rst nine goals before the visiting 
Tigers spoiled a shutout bid by 
Cardinal goalie Emilie Bartels by 
registering their lone goal with 28 
seconds left to play.

Bartels made 13 saves for an 
LHS squad that outshot the Tigers 
42-14.

Makayla Sterrett and Madisyn 
Dingmann carried the load for 
LHS offensively by recording 

Dream/continued from page 4

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh blake 11 

Luverne eighth-grader Claire Baustian battles for a puck against the boards during the state quarterfi nals against Blake.

eight- and six-point nights re-
spectively.

Sterrett netted four goals and 
four assists, while Dingmann 

finished with five assists and 
one goal.

Both Sterrett and Dingmann 
scored goals 16 seconds apart to 

give the hosts a 2-0 lead in the 
fi rst period.

LHS put the game away by 
scoring fi ve goals in a span of 9:36 

of the second period to open a 
commanding 7-0 lead.

Dream/continued on page 6
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Congratulations Congratulations 
Cardinals!Cardinals!

507-283-4439 - Luverne, MN

Dream/continued from page 5
Sterrett capped her four-goal 

eff ort by scoring three times in the 
stanza, including one power-play 
tally and one unassisted eff ort.

Mariah Aukes added a power-
play goal and Carly Serie chipped 
in a tally during the second 
period.

Maddie Dinger and Aukes net-
ted one goal each in a span of 
12:05 of the third period to make 
it 9-0 before AL broke through late 
in the game.

Regan Feit added one assist to 
the cause.

Nov. 12
Luverne 8,
Windom 0

Luverne opened Big South 
Conference play by securing an 
impressive eight-goal victory in 
Windom.

Senior Madisyn Dingmann, 
who registered a hat trick during 
the game, reached a milestone 
by netting her 100th career goal 
during the contest.

Senior goalie Kennedy Gonner-
man stopped all seven shots she 
faced in net to record a shutout 
for an LHS squad that outshot 
the Eagles 48-7.

Dingmann gave the Cardinals 
an early advantage by scoring 
twice in the game’s fi rst 6:12 of the 
game and Mariah Aukes added a 
tally at the 7:59 mark of the fi rst 
period to give the Cards a 3-0 lead.

Dingmann reached the 100-
goal mark for her career when she 
netted an unassisted power-play 
tally 58 seconds into the second 
period.

Maddie Dinger and Makayla 
Sterrett scored one goal each in 
the fi rst 6:33 of the stanza to up 
the lead to 6-0.

Dinger and Aukes capped two-
goal eff orts by scoring one goal 
each in the fi rst eight minutes of 
the third period.

Sterrett, Carly Serie, Dinger and 
Aukes charted two goals each in 
the game, while Dingmann added 
one assist.

Nov. 14
Luverne 12,
Morris-Benson 0

The Cardinals experienced 
little trouble in registering their 
third win of the season when they 
disposed of the Storm by 12 goals 
at the Blue Mound Ice Arena.

Luverne exploded for six goals 

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh blake 8 

The Cardinals line up by the net prior to the player introductions before the start of the state quarterfi nals in the Xcel Energy Center.

in the fi rst period to gain control 
of the contest and added six more 
goals in the fi nal two stanzas dur-

ing a game in which the Cards 
outshot M-B 43-15.

Emilie Bartels registered a 15-

save shutout in goal for LHS.
Mariah Aukes and Maddie 

Dinger paced the Cards off en-

sively by recording hat tricks, 

Dream/continued on page 7
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McCLURE ELECTRIC

Electrical Problems are
OUR Business!

Aside from the obvious
hazards, if you don't

know what you're
doing, you could

end up causing a
bigger, more costly
electrical problem.

Expert help is here to
safely and efficiently
repair and install any

electrical work. Trust our
licensed electricians.

McClure Electric
Luverne, MN        507-283-4716

Alan M. Aanenson, owner

Call us for all your residential,
commercial and farm wiring needs!

Providing residential, commercial and agricultural wiring services since 1927

Licensed in Minnesota and South Dakota

Terry Reisch
Owner

               PO Box 882
Luverne, Minnesota 56156

Phone 507-220-0701

1686 101st St. Luverne, MN 
507-283-9713

SKATTUM’S CONFINEMENT SYSTEMS
and

SUPERIOR BUILDINGS, LLC 

Dream/continued from page 6

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh blake 2

Cardinal head hockey coach Tony Sandbulte addresses the team in the locker room prior to the first state tourna-
ment game in Luverne High School girls’ hockey history.

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh blake 20

Luverne senior defenseman Madi Oye extends her stick to deflect a puck during the state tournament quarterfinals against Blake.

while Madisyn Dingmann and 
Makayla Sterrett chipped in two 
goals each.

Dingmann netted a power-play 
tally 2:12 into the game to ignite 
a six-goal first period.

Sterrett and Aukes scored two 
goals each before Dinger capped 
the scoring in the opening period 
with six seconds remaining.

Goals by Dingmann and Dinger 
5:17 apart in the second period 
gave the hosts an 8-0 lead.

Lexi Hinrichs and Shelby 
Kracht started a four-goal third 
period by registering their first 
goals of the season.

Aukes and Dinger completed 
their hat tricks later in the third 
stanza.

Aukes and Carly Serie led the 
Cards with four and three assists 
respectively.

Sterrett, Dingmann, Madi Oye 
and Hinrichs chipped in two as-
sists each, while Cori Nath added 
one assist.

Nov. 21
Luverne 6,
SP-L-H 2

The Cardinals survived their 

stiffest test of their early season 
schedule by besting St. Peter-Le 
Sueur-Henderson by four goals at 
the Blue Mound Ice Arena.

Luverne never trailed in the 
game, but the visitors sported an 
advantage in shots on goal before 
succumbing to a late push by the 

Cards.
Makayla Sterrett and Madisyn 

Dingmann, who registered hat 
tricks for the winners, scored 

goals 40 seconds apart to give 
LHS a 2-0 lead in the first period.

The score was 3-0 when Ding-
mann scored 2:39 into the second 
period, but SP-L-H trimmed 
the difference to two goals (3-1) 
before the period was complete.

An unassisted tally by Sterrett 
18 seconds into the third period 
gave the Cards a 4-1 lead that was 
trimmed to two goals (4-2) with 
9:08 left to play.

Dingmann recorded a power-
play goal and Sterrett added an 
empty-net goal in the game’s final 
2:34 to ice the win.

Sterrett led the Cards with two 
assists, while Claire Baustian and 
Dingmann notched one assist 
each.

Emilie Bartels made 25 saves 
for the Cards, who outshot the 
visitors 40-27.

Nov. 24
Luverne 8,
Fairmont 3

The Cardinals completed the 
November portion of their 2015-
16 schedule by besting a section 

Dream/continued on page 8

PAPIK.COM507-283-9171 OR 800-634-7701
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contender on the road.
Fairmont, one of the teams 

expected to contend for the sec-
tion crown in February, couldn’t 
keep up with LHS on its home ice.

Luverne scored the fi rst four 
goals of the game to set the stage 
for a fi ve-goal victory.

Madisyn Dingmann led LHS of-
fensively by registering a hat trick, 
while Carly Serie and Mariah 
Aukes chipped in two goals each.

Serie scored the lone goal of 
the fi rst period and Aukes opened 
the scoring in the second pe-
riod before Dingmann registered 
back-to-back tallies, including 
one unassisted eff ort, to make it 
a 4-0 game.

Fairmont trimmed the diff er-
ence to two goals (4-2) by scoring 
twice late in the second stanza, 
but Aukes netted an unassisted 
tally with 2:58 remaining to give 
the Cards a 5-2 cushion.

Serie registered an unassisted 
power-play goal, Makayla Ster-
rett scored an unassisted short-
handed goal Dingmann capped 
her hat trick with 1:56 left to play 
to up the lead to 8-2 before Fair-
mont capped the scoring in the 
fi nal minute.

Sterrett registered three assists 
for the winners, while Madison 
Crabtree and Maddie Dinger 
chipped in one assist each.

Emilie Bartels made 27 saves for 
an LHS team that sported a 33-30 
edge in shots on goal.

Dec. 1
Luverne 8,
Marshall 4

Th e Cardinals avenged a loss to 
the team that ousted them from 
the Section 3A Tournament last 
season when they beat the Tigers 
by four goals in Marshall.

Mariah Aukes registered four 
unassisted goals to lead LHS of-
fensively during a game in which 
the Cards outshot the Tigers 
44-24.

Aukes scored three consecu-
tive goals in the game’s fi rst 10:02 
before Marshall registered its fi rst 
tally with 3:13 remaining in the 
fi rst period to make it a 3-1 game.

Marshall trimmed the diff er-
ence to one goal at two diff erent 
occasions (3-2 and 4-3) in the fi rst 
13:43 of the second period, but the 
Tigers couldn’t knot the score as 

Dream/continued from page 7

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh blake 23 

Sophomore Maddie Dinger climbs over the boards to begin a shift during the state quarterfi nals in the Xcel Energy Center.Dream/continued on page 9
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• Platinum Paint Shop
• Just ask Rental Equipment
• Lawn and Garden Center
• Pet Food and Supplies

(507) 449-6050

Luverne

Lawn Care Services

Please contact for a Free Measure and Estimate

• Fertilization
• Weed Identifi cation & Control
• Crabgrass Control
• Insect Identifi cation & Control
• Lawn Disease Control

We take pride in your lawn as if We take pride in your lawn as if 
it was our own.it was our own.

• Professional Lawn Mowing
• Lawn Trimming & Clean-up
• Turf Watering Management
• Lawn Aeration

Lawn Maintenance Services

Lawn Lawn 
 Care Care

Contact: Nate Golla
PO Box 927 or 617 S. Kniss Ave.
Luverne, MN 56156
(507) 283-9555 or (800) 956-9556

• Fertilization
• Weed Identifi cation & Control
• Crabgrass Control

• Insect Identifi cation & Control
• Lawn Disease Control
• Professional Lawn Mowing

• Lawn Trimming & Clean-up
• Turf Watering Management
• Lawn Aeration

Please call for a Free Measure and EstimatePlease call for a Free Measure and Estimate
One Team One Dream,   

We are proud of our girls.
Love from your Parents!

Luverne Cardinals Girls’ Hockey 2015-2016

Mariah Aukes, Makayla Sterret, Madisyn 
Dingmann, Lexi Henrichs, Maddie Dinger, 
Rylee Olson, Shelby Kracht, Claire Baustian, 
Cori Nath, Emilie Bartles, Kennedy 
Gonnerman, Adayla Rouzer, Carly Serie, 
Madilyn Oye, Madison Crabtree, Regan Feit, 
Assistant Coach Phil Paquette, Assistant 
Coach Tanner Skattum, 
Head Coach Tony Sandbulte, 
Student Managers 
Stephanie Riggs 
and Allie Skattum

Madison Crabtree scored for LHS 
between the Marshall tallies.

Aukes capped her four-goal 
night with 1:27 remaining in the 
second period to make it a 6-3 
game and Maddie Dinger and 
Makayla Sterrett scored one goal 
each in the fi rst 7:32 of the third 
period to make it 8-3 before the 
Tigers capped the scoring with 
2:18 remaining.

Sterrett charted two assists for 
the winners, while Aukes and 
Carly Serie added one assist each.

Emilie Bartels stopped 20 of the 
24 shots she faced in net.

Dec. 5
Luverne 3,
Mankato West 0

Th e Cardinals posted a three-
goal win when they entertained 
a section opponent at the Blue 
Mound Ice Arena.

Th e teams battled to a scoreless 
draw for the game’s fi rst 33:49, but 
the Cards outscored the Scarlets 
3-0 in the fi nal 17:10 to secure 
the victory.

Makayla Sterrett opened the 
scoring with an unassisted tally 
with 10.8 seconds remaining in 
the second period.

Carly Serie made it a 2-0 game 
with 8:24 remaining in the third 
period after being set up by Mari-
ah Aukes and Claire Baustian.

Aukes capped the scoring with 
four minutes left to play with 
Madison Crabtree earning an 
assist.

Emilie Bartels posted a 26-
save shutout for Luverne, which 
sported a 34-26 advantage in 
shots on goal in the game.

Dec. 8
Albert Lea 3,
Luverne 2

Th e Cardinals received their 

Dream/continued from page 8
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Luverne senior Makayla Sterrett, pictured leading a rush against New Prague, became the all-time scoring leader 
in the history of the girls’ hockey program during the regular season. 

fi rst setback of the season when 
they challenged the Tigers in 
Albert Lea.

Luverne handed AL a 9-1 
setback to open the season Nov. 
10, but the Tigers gained their 
revenge during the rematch.

AL gained a 1-0 lead 7:21 into 
the game before Luverne’s Madi-
syn Dingmann knotted the score 
at one with 1:58 remaining in the 
fi rst period.

Th e Tigers netted the lone goal 
of the second period before up-
ping their lead to 3-1 with 9:11 
remaining in the third stanza.

A power-play goal by Luverne’s 
Madison Crabtree trimmed the 
diff erence to one (3-2) with 1:35 
left to play, but the Cardinals were 
unable to put the puck in the net 
for the third time in the fi nal 95 
seconds.

Emilie Bartels made 24 saves 
for an LHS squad that sported 
a 28-27 edge in shots on goal in 
the game.

Carly Serie and Madi Oye 
recorded one assist each for the 
Cardinals.

Dec. 10
New Ulm 8,
Luverne 1

Th e Cardinals dropped their 
fi rst Big South Conference test of 
the season when they fell to the 
Eagles by seven goals at the Blue 
Mound Ice Arena.

Luverne was in a position to 
pull out a victory when it trailed 
2-1 after two periods of play.

New Ulm, however, scored six 
unanswered goals in a span of 
10:24 of the third period to clinch 
a convincing victory.

Th e Eagles scored the lone goal 
of the fi rst period of the game and 
upped the lead to 2-0 6:14 into the 
second period.

Luverne trimmed the diff er-
ence to one goal (2-1) when 
Madisyn Dingmann scored after 
being set up by Makayla Sterrett 
with 3:05 left in the second stanza.

Th e Cardinals were unable to 
stay with the Eagles during their 
six-goal uprising in the third 
period.

Emilie Bartels played two-plus 

periods in goal for LHS before 
being lifted for Kennedy Gon-
nerman during the third stanza.

New Ulm outshot the Cardinals 
47-14 in the game.

Dec. 12
Luverne 4,
Waseca 3

Th e Cardinals put an end to a 

two-game slide when they nipped 
the Blue Jays by one goal in over-
time at the Blue Mound Ice Arena.

Luverne trailed by two goals 
(3-1) when Waseca scored 2:53 
into the third period.

Th e Cardinals, however, rallied 
to knot the score at three before 

Dream/continued on page 10



Page 10 Rock County Star Herald         2016 Girls' State Hockey March 3, 2016

PA P E R & S I G N S

Bob & Dawn Frakes, owners
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507-283-4458
0 M
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www.kozlowskiinsurance.com

the third period was complete 
and won the game when Madisyn 
Dingmann netted her second 
goal of the contest with 4:20 re-
maining in overtime.

Waseca took a 1-0 lead 3:39 into 
the game only to have Luverne’s 
Makayla Sterrett knot the score 
at one with 2:07 remaining in the 
opening stanza.

Th e Blue Jays moved in front 2-1 
with goals at the 6:50 and 14:07 
marks for the second and third 
periods respectively.

Dingmann scored for Luverne 
with 8:43 remaining in the third 

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh np 20

Luverne junior defenseman Carly Serie impedes the path to the net for New Prague’s Kaitlyn Blair during the consolation semifi nals at Ridder Arena. 

Dream/continued from page 9B
stanza before Madison Crabtree 
tied the game with a goal with 
4:05 left in the period.

Luverne’s Kennedy Gonner-
man recorded 25 saves for an 
LHS squad that sported a 34-28 
advantage in shots on goal.

Sterrett and Mariah Aukes re-
corded two assists for the winners, 
while Dingmann chipped in one.

Dec. 15
Luverne 6,
Windom 0

The Cardinals completed a 
sweep of their annual season 

series with the Eagles at the Blue 
Mound Ice Arena.

Mariah Aukes recorded a hat 
trick and Emilie Bartels registered 
an eight-save shutout in net to 
highlight a six-goal victory.

Carly Serie scored the lone 
goal of the fi rst period and Aukes 
struck twice in the second stanza 
to make it a 3-0 game.

Aukes netted her fi rst goal 1:08 
into the second stanza before 
scoring a power-play tally with 
7:06 remaining in the period.

Th e Cardinals put the game 
away by scoring three times in a 

span of 1:18 of the third period.
Madisyn Dingmann ignited 

the surge by scoring with 5:57 
remaining in the game before 
Aukes completed her hat trick 59 
seconds later.

Makayla Sterrett, who regis-
tered three assists in the contest 
along with Dingmann and Serie, 
capped the scoring with 4:39 left 
to play.

Luverne outshot Windom 52-8.

Dec. 18
Luverne 10,
Worthington 0

Th e Cardinals made short work 
of the Trojans when the teams 
squared off  at the Blue Mound 
Ice Arena.

Luverne scored nine goals in 
the fi rst two periods and outshot 
Worthington 61-5 in the game 
during a 10-goal victory.

Mariah Aukes and Makayla 
Sterrett recorded hat tricks to 
spark the off ense and Kennedy 
Gonnerman recorded a fi ve-save 
shutout in goal during the win.

Aukes netted a power-play tally 

Dream/continued on page 11
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Howling Dog
Saloon

507-449-0454

(507)283-2341 www.connellcar.com

904 S Kniss, Luverne, MN
507-449-2030

Rick Reed
owner

101 W Maple   Luverne, MN 56156
P: 507.283.1800   F: 507.283.1820

www.luvernekawasaki.com
luvernekaw@iw.net

LUVERNE
KAWASAKI

DC   DESIGN CRAFT INC.
G E N E R A L C O N T R A C TO R

904 COMMERCE RD
PO BOX 505
LUVERNE, MN 56156

OFFICE: 507-283-2600
FAX: 507-283-2585

CELL: 507-227-5502

CURT VALNES
PRESIDENT BUTLER

and goal when the teams were at 
even strength to give LHS a 2-0 
lead in the fi rst 11:53 of the game.

Madisyn Dingmann and Ster-
rett registered power-play goals 
in a span of 46 seconds as the 
opening period progressed, and 
Dingmann scored again with 2:50 
remaining in the stanza to lift the 
Cards to a 5-0 advantage.

Sterrett scored twice in the fi rst 
7:53 of the second period and 
Aukes completed her hat trick 10 
seconds later to up the lead to 8-0.

Adayla Rouzer scored her 
fi rst goal of the season with 4:20 
remaining in the second period 
to give the hosts a nine-goal ad-
vantage.

Carly Serie scored the lone goal 
of the third period.

Sterrett led the Cards with three 
assists in the game, while Aukes 
and Madison Crabtree charted 
two assists each.

Dingmann, Claire Baustian, 
Lexi Hinrichs and Cori Nath 
added one assist each to the win-
ning cause.

Dec. 19
Mankato East 5,
Luverne 4

A run of three consecutive 
wins came to an end when the 
Cardinals lost a one-goal game to 
Mankato East in Mankato.

LHS sported a 4-3 lead when 
Mariah Aukes netted an unas-
sisted goal with 5:20 left to play, 
but the Cougars scored twice in 
the fi nal 4:07 to pull out a one-
goal victory.

Th e Cougars led 1-0 after one 
period of play only to fall behind 
(2-1) when Makayla Sterrett 
scored twice in the fi rst 8:59 of 
the second period.

Th e hosts knotted the score at 
two as the second period pro-
gressed, but Madisyn Dingmann 
scored with 2:49 remaining to 
give the Cards a 3-2 edge that was 

Dream/continued from page 10
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Senior Madisyn Dingmann scored one of Luverne’s two goals during the consolation semifi nals against New Prague at Ridder Arena.

erased when the Cougars scored 
21 seconds into the third period.

Emilie Bartels made 36 saves 
in net for an LHS squad that was 
outshot 41-25 in the game.

Lexi Hinrichs led LHS with 
three assists, Dingmann recorded 
two assists and Sterrett had one 
assist.

Dec. 29
Fort Frances 5,
Luverne 1

Th e Cardinals opened play in 
the Schwan Cup’s Red Division 

in Blaine by dropping a four-goal 
game to a team from Canada.

A clash between LHS and Fort 

Dream/continued on page 12
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1202 S. Kniss, Luverne, MN • 449-2583
info@Cattnach.com
www.cattnach.com

South Hwy. 75, Luverne, MN
507-283-8383 or 1-800-258-4471

Auto * Farm/Home * Crop/Hail * Commercial Life * Health * Long Term Care * Disability

222 East Main St., Luverne, MN222 East Main St., Luverne, MN
507-449-7424507-449-7424

ROCK VETERINARY
CLINIC, P.A.

South Hwy. 75, 1295 101 St., Luverne, MN
Emergency Number Call 507-283-9524

 ROCK VETERINARY CLINIC, P
.A

.

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh blake 4 

Luverne’s Adayla Rouzer (13), Rylee Olson (12), Cori Nath (7), Mariah Aukes (4) Lexi Henrichs (9) and Madison Crabtree (2) listen to the fi nal instructions given by Cardinal coach Tony 
Sandbulte prior to taking the ice in the state quarterfi nals against Blake at the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul.

Dream/continued from page 11
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Luverne senior goalie Kennedy Gonnerman watches the action from her 
position in net during the consolation semifi nals. 

Frances, Ontario, was knotted at 
one early in the second period.

Fort Frances, however, out-
scored the Cards 4-0 in the fi nal 
20:19 to win the game handily.

LHS faced a 1-0 defi cit before 
Makayla Sterrett knotted the 
score at one after being set up by 
Carly Serie 19 seconds into the 
second period.

Fort Frances snapped the 
deadlock with 1:15 remaining 
in the second period and scored 
three goals in the third period to 
complete a four-goal victory.

Emilie Bartels made 24 saves in 
net for an LHS team that came up 
on the short end of a 29-23 tally 
in shots on goal.

Dec. 30
Luverne 6,
Cap City 2

Th e Cardinals reached the con-
solation fi nals in the Red Division 
of the Schwan Cup in Blaine by 
defeating the Cap City Cougars 
(Madison, Wisconsin) by four 
goals during the semifi nals.

Makayla Sterrett and Madisyn 
Dingmann scored two goals 
each for an LHS squad that never 

trailed in the contest.
Dingmann opened the scoring 

2:43 into the contest and Sterrett 
made it a 2-0 game at the 8:32 
mark of the fi rst period before the 
Cougars scored their fi rst goal.

Sterrett (an unassisted tally) 
and Dingmann netted short-
handed goals in the fi rst 4:01 of the 
second period and Lexi Henrichs 
added another tally with 4:35 
remaining in the stanza to cap a 
three-goal run that left LHS sport-
ing a 5-1 cushion.

Cap City netted its fi nal goal at 
the 2:49 mark of the second period 
before Mariah Aukes capped the 
scoring in the game for LHS with 
1:30 remaining in the stanza.

Sterrett registered three as-
sists in the contest, while Hen-
richs, Madison Crabtree, Maddie 
Dinger and Carly Serie notched 
one assist each.

Kennedy Gonnerman made 18 
saves in goal for an LHS squad 
that sported a 23-20 edge in shots 
on goal.

Dec. 31
Owatonna 6,
Luverne 0

Th e Cardinals placed sixth in 
the Red Division of the Schwan 
Cup after losing a six-goal game 
to the Huskies in the consolation 
championship.

Owatonna scored one goal in 
the fi rst and third periods and put 
together a four-goal second pe-
riod during a convincing win that 
featured the Huskies outshooting 
the Cardinals 40-12.

Emilie Bartels started the game 
in net and stopped 20 of the 25 
shots she faced before giving way 
to Kennedy Gonnerman in the 
second period.

Gonnerman made 14 saves in 
15 attempts.

Jan. 5
Luverne 10,
Fairmont 2

Luverne opened play in 2016 
by recording an eight-goal victory 
over Fairmont at the Blue Mound 
Ice Arena.

LHS sported a three-goal lead 
(5-2) 24 seconds into the third 
period before icing the win by 
exploding for fi ve goals in the fi nal 

Dream/continued on page 13
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507-920-5631
Merlin Cleveringa

879 100th Ave., Luverne
507-283-2698 Home
Lic. #BC-20552185

802 N. Blue Mound Ave. 507-449-5036

The The helpfulhelpful place. place.

507-283-4161 
210 East Lincoln • Luverne, MN

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh blake 33
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The Luverne coaching staff of Phillip Paquette (left), Tony Sandbulte (middle) and Tanner Skattum led the 
Cardinals to their fi rst state tournament appearance in their second year of working together as a unit. Luverne 
seventh-grader Regan Feit (bottom, left) battles for position with a Blake forward during the state quarterfi nals 
at the Xcel Energy Center  in St. Paul. 

Dream/continued from page 12
14:11 of the game.

Mariah Aukes registered a hat 
trick and Makayla Sterrett and 
Madisyn Dingmann chipped in 
two goals each to lead the Cardi-
nals off ensively.

Aukes scored 1:09 into the game 
and Sterrett scored her fi rst goal 
with 9:02 remaining in a first 
period that ended with the Cards 
sporting a 2-0 lead.

Sterrett netted an unassisted 
tally and Lexi Henrichs and Aukes 
added one goal each in the fi rst 
8:25 of the second period to make 
it a 5-0 game.

Fairmont registered consecu-
tive goals late in the second period 
and early in the third stanza to 
make it 5-2 before Luverne iced 
the win with its second fi ve-goal 
run of the contest.

Dingmann scored twice, Aukes 
completed her hat trick and Madi-
son Crabtree and Cori Nath net-
ted one goal each during a span 
of 8:59 of the fi nal period.

Aukes and Dingmann both re-
corded two assists for the Cards, 
while Sterrett, Henrichs, Regan 
Feit, Claire Baustian, Crabtree 
and Sterrett notched one assist 

each.
Emilie Bartels stopped 10 of the 

11 shots she faced in goal during 
the fi rst period of the game, while 
Kennedy Gonnerman made 
seven saves in eight attempts 
during the third period.

Jan. 8
Luverne 8,
Morris-Benson 1

Th e Cardinals started a week-
end road trip by notching a 
seven-goal victory over the Storm 

Dream/continued on page 14
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Meulebroeck, Taubert & Co., PLLP
Certified Public Accountants

P.O. Box 685 • 109 S. Freeman • Luverne, MN 56156
507-283-4055

Experienced tax preparers with offices in
Pipestone, Luverne, Russell, Tyler & Lake Wilson

Dave Friedrichsen, Michael Reker,
Krista Kroon, Phyllis Vos, Janet Slieter and Lois Mulder

•Tax planning and preparation
•Electronic tax filing available
•Agri-Plan™ - pretax medical
deductions

•Accounting and book-
keeping services
•Payroll services

• Tax planning & preparation  • Accounting, Payroll &
Bookkeeping services 

• Agri-plan™ - pretax medical deductions

Verhey
Gardens

1264 200th Avenue, Magnolia, MN 56158 • (507) 283-2249

Concrete Flat & Walls, General Carpentry, and Home Remodeling

Dennis Remme • (507) 220-0204
Scott Remme • (507) 220-3609

1264 200th Avenue, Magnolia, MN 56158 • (507) 283-2249

Concrete Flat & Walls, General Carpentry, and Home Remodeling

Dennis Remme • (507) 220-0204
Scott Remme • (507) 220-3609

449-7366
Hwy. 75 & Main Street

Luverne, MN

227-9998 • Bert

401 West Hatting, Luverne

507-449-1122

Blue Mound Banquet & 
Meeting Center

in Benson.
Luverne scored six consecutive 

goals in the first two periods and 
scored twice in the final stanza to 
down M-B for the second time in 
the season.

Makayla Sterrett, Madisyn 
Dingmann and Mariah Aukes 
netted two goals each for an LHS 
squad that sported a 41-13 advan-
tage in shots on goal in the game.

Dream/continued from page 13
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Luverne sophomore forward Lexi Henrichs slips the puck away from New Prague defenseman Carly Madigan during the consolation semifinals in Minneapolis.

Kennedy Gonnerman saved 12 
of the 13 shots she face in net for 
the winners.

Dingmann and Sterrett scored 
one goal each in the first 1:57 of 
the period and Aukes and Carly 
Serie added tallies to give the 
Cards a 4-0 lead in the first period.

Sterrett scored her second goal 
of the game 7:25 into the second 
period before Aukes scored her 

second goal with 1:51 remaining 
in the stanza to up the lead to 6-0.

M-B snapped Luverne’s six-
goal run 2:19 into the third 
period, but Maddie Dinger and 
Dingmann scored one goal each 
in the final 8:32 of the game to ice 
Luverne’s seven-goal conquest.

Sterrett led the Cards with three 
assists.

Dinger, Regan Feit, Claire 

Baustian, Madison Crabtree, 
Lexi Henrichs and Adayla Rouzer 
added one assist each to the win-
ning cause.

Jan. 9
Luverne 5,
Prairie Centre 1

The Cardinals scored five unan-
swered goals to secure a four-goal 
victory over Prairie Centre in Sauk 

Rapids.
The home-standing Blue Dev-

ils opened the scoring with 6:38 
remaining in the first period, 
but Luverne blanked the hosts 
the remainder of the game and 
secured the win by scoring single 
goals in the first and third periods 
and three in the second.

Dream/continued on page 15
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Congratulations Cardinals!Congratulations Cardinals!

Tofteland Farm
725 120th Ave, Luverne

Rock County Abstract & Title, Inc.
LORI DERAGISCH

President
LDRCAT@iw.net

110 N Oakley St
Luverne, MN

Phone 507-283-8460
Fax 507-283-8461

Beaver Creek Mutual InsuranceBeaver Creek Mutual Insurance
126 E Main, Luverne   |   283-9182

ServiceMASTER
Clean®

Service Master of Luverne   507-283-9473   Tim.svcmas@midconetwork.com   www.servicemasterSF.com

Madisyn Dingmann registered 
a hat trick to highlight the win 
for Luverne, which came up on 
the short end of a 25-23 defi cit 
in shots on goal.

Emilie Bartels stopped 24 of the 
25 shots she faced in goal.

Dingmann answered Prairie 
Centre’s fi rst period tally by net-
ting her fi rst goal of the game with 
2:31 remaining in the stanza.

Dingmann scored twice, in-
cluding one unassisted eff ort, 
and Mariah Aukes added an 
unassisted goal during a three-
goal second period that left LHS 
sporting a 4-1 cushion.

Madi Oye scored the game’s 
fi nal goal with 57 seconds left in 
the third period.

Makayla Sterrett and Aukes 
charted two assists each for LHS, 
while Madison Crabtree added 
one assist to the cause.

Jan. 15
Luverne 5,
SP-L-H 0

The Cardinals completed a 
sweep of their annual season 
series with St. Peter-Le Sueur-
Henderson by blanking the 
Bulldogs in Le Sueur.

Makayla Sterrett paced an of-
fense that outshot SP-L-H 60-17 
by registering a hat trick and 
Kennedy Gonnerman turned in 
a 17-save shutout in goal to lift 
the Cardinals to victory.

Sterrett gave the Cardinals a 
2-0 lead by scoring 4:51 and 7:39 
into the game.

Sterrett’s second goal was a 
power-play tally.

Carly Serie added a power-play 
goal with 3:19 remaining in the 
fi rst period to give the visitors a 
3-0 cushion.

Mariah Aukes upped the lead 
to 4-0 4:23 into the second stanza 
before Sterrett capped her hat 
trick and the scoring in the game 
with 10:54 left in the third period.

Madisyn Dingmann led the 
Cards with two assists.

Serie, Madi Oye, Aukes, Lexi 
Henrichs and Regan Feit notched 
one assist each.

Jan. 16
Luverne 3,
Waseca 1

The Cardinals overcame an 
early defi cit to post their second 

Dream/continued from page 14
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Luverne’s Shelby Kracht (19) and some Cardinal players take in the sights of the state quarterfi nal against Blake from the bench at the Xcel Energy 
Center in St. Paul. Luverne dropped a 10-0 decision to the eventual champion Bears.Dream/continued on page 16
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AND MUCH MORE… 
 

BATTING/GOLF CAGE 
 

CYBEX STRENGTH EQUIPMENT 

 

TRUE CARDIO EQUIPMENT 

 

2 ROYAL SUN TANNING BEDS 

 

 

AEROBICS ROOM WITH PROJECTOR 

 Classes we currently offer: Kickboxing, cardio combo, circuit… 

 

Codie Zeutenhorst, D.C.
507.449.4400

109 South Freeman Ave.
www.luvernechiro.com

Luverne Health & Wellness
GrandStay Hotel & Suites 

of Luverne
908 S. Kniss Ave, 

Luverne, MN 56156
507-449-4949

Den herder
construction, inc.

P.O. Box 522 • Luverne, MN 56156-0522
Cal 507-920-8917 or Jim 507-920-8916

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh np 13
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Luverne’s junior Madison Crabtree challenges a shot by New Prague’s Carly 
Madigan during the consolation semifinals in the above photo. Carly Serie 
(15), Madisyn Dingmann (23) and others celebrate the first state tourna-
ment goal in the photo on the right.

Dream/continued from page 15
win of the season over the Blue 
Jays in Waseca.

The teams went to overtime 
when they squared off in Luverne 
in December, and it looked like 
Waseca may gain its revenge 
when it opened the scoring with 
1:52 remaining in the first period.

Luverne, however, put together 
a three-goal second period and 
it proved to be the difference in 
the game.

Madison Crabtree knotted the 

score at one with a power-play 
tally 3:31 into the second stanza 
before Makayla Sterrett gave the 
Cards a 2-1 edge with an unas-
sisted goal with 7:04 remaining 
in the stanza.

Mariah Aukes provided an in-
surance goal with 2:25 remaining 
to cap the second-period surge.

Emilie Bartels made 20 saves in 
goal for an LHS team that sported 

Dream/continued on page 18
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Teamwork is the fuel that allows common  
people to produce uncommon results
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The physicians and staff  at Sanford Luverne Medical Center are  
proud to support Luverne athletes.    

sanfordluverne.org

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh blake 18

Luverne sophomore goalie Emilie Bartels stops a shot by Blake’s Carly Bullock, making one of her 50 saves during the state quarterfi nal at the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul. Junior Carly 
Serie (15) and eighth-grader Claire Baustian (6) are pictured as well. 
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SUDENGA COMMUNICATIONS

626 South Kniss Ave. Suite 101
Luverne, MN 56156
Office 507-283-0066

Open the door to your 
Spring Home Improvement Projects!
Spring is coming fast.
It’s time to start
planning those 
special projects
around the house . . . 

A visit to our loan
department is a
good place to begin
your projects.

 can
assist you with the
right loan at a 
competitive rate,
designed to fit your
financial needs.

Call  today, 
or stop in for an
appointment. 
Spring is on the way.

Cris

Cris Oeltjenbruns

303 East Main
Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-4463
www.ffmbank.com

808 S. Kniss, Luverne, MN
507-283-2381

Dr. Michael Smith

Monday 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Tuesday 7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Thursday 7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Friday 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

**Most Insurance Accepted**

283-2561 • 103 E. Main, Luverne
www.rockcountychiropractic.com

a 29-21 advantage in shots on goal 
in the game.

Aukes, Sterrett and Carly Serie 
registered assists in the contest.

Jan. 19
Luverne 5,
Marshall 4

The Cardinals staged an im-
pressive rally in the third period 

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh blake 26

Luverne junior Mariah Aukes leads a charge out of the defensive zone along with classmate Madison Crabtree during the state quarterfinal against Blake.

Dream/continued from page 16
to edge the Tigers by one goal 
during a special night at the Blue 
Mound Ice Arena.

Not only was LHS celebrating 
Senior Night, the contest also 
featured Makayla Sterrett becom-
ing the program’s all-time points 
leaders.

Sterrett needed two points to 
surpass Natalie Domagala, who 

compiled 356 career points, as the 
program’s all-time leading scorer.

With LHS trailing 3-1 entering 
the third period, Sterrett received 
an assist for Madisyn Dingmann’s 
goal 45 seconds into the final 
stanza.

Sterrett passed Domagala on 
the points list 3:05 later when she 
netted a goal to knot the score 

at three.
Marshall regained the lead at 

4-3 with 8:50 remaining in the 
game, but Sterrett and Dingmann 
netted one goal each in the final 
6:30 to give the Cards their one-
goal win.

Marshall scored the first two 
goals of the game before Carly 
Serie opened the scoring for LHS 

with 12:45 remaining in the sec-
ond period, but the Tigers added 
another goal late in the tally to 
make it a 3-1 game.

Kennedy Gonnerman made 23 
saves in goal against a Marshall 
team that sported a 27-26 edge in 
shots on goal in the game.

Dream/continued on page 19

David M Vetch, Agent

122 E Main Street
Luverne, MN 56156-1831
Bus 507 283 4401
www.davidvetch.com
david@davidvetch.com
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Rebecca A. Vis, D.D.S.

Luverne Public Schools • 709 North Kniss Avenue • Luverne, Minnesota  56156 • (507) 283-8088

Academics
•  Advanced placement and college credit courses
•  Physics, Chemistry and Advanced Biology
•  Advanced Math through Calculus
•  Spanish, German, Sign language
•  Visual Arts, Industrial Technology, Agriculture Ed.

Elementary Programs
•  New Elementary Facility (1998)
•  KinderPlus Kindergarten program
•  New Media Center, technology labs
•  New playground equipment
•  Accelerated Reading program

Scholarships
•  Dollars for Scholars has awarded over 
    one million dollars in the past 24 years
•  Annual awards totaling $100,000.
•  AR Wood Scholarship ($5000)
•  Gunderson Scholarship ($7900)
•  Ken Getman Music Scholarship ($150)
•  Finke Scholarship ($1500)

Athletics and Activities
•  Tennis, Football, Cross Country, Volleyball
•  Wrestling, Hockey, Basketball, Gymnastics
•  Softball, Track, Baseball, Golf
•  Drama, FFA, FCCLA, Band, Choir, Math League, BPA,
   Intramural Sports, Peer Helpers, Student Council,
   Speech, Mock Trial, German Club, and Spanish Club

a place to grow. . .

a place to excel. . .

a place to stand out . . .

Luverne Public Schools
www.isd2184.net

www.realestateretrievers.com
www.ElbersAuction.com

Luverne Lanes
117 N. Cedar, Luverne • 507-283-8172

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh blake 16

Luverne eighth-grader Claire Baustian fights for the puck with Blake’s Sarah Levitt during the state quarterfinal in St. Paul.

Dream/
continued
from page 18

Mariah Aukes turned in a three-
assist effort, while Sterrett and 
Madi Oye chipped in two assists.

Dingmann added one assist to 
the winning cause.

Jan. 26,
Luverne 13,
Worthington 0

Luverne experienced little 
trouble in posting its second win 
of the season over the Trojans 
when the teams squared off in 
Worthington.

The Cardinals netted eight 
goals in the first period and added 
five more in the final two stanzas 
to clinch a 13-goal victory.

Makayla Sterrett led the charge 
offensively by scoring six goals.

Mariah Aukes added a hat trick 
and Madison Crabtree netted a 
pair of goals for the winners.

Emilie Bartels and Kennedy 
Gonnerman produced a com-
bined shutout in net.

Bartels made four saves in the 
first two periods and Gonner-
man stopped four shots in the 
final stanza.

Sterrett registered a hat trick, 
including one unassisted tally, 
to give the Cards a 3-0 lead 9:56 
into the game.

Aukes scored twice, including 
one unassisted tally, and Sterrett 
added two more goals before the 
first period was complete to make 
it an 8-0 game.

Aukes completed her hat trick 
7:15 into the second period.

Madisyn Dingmann netted 
an unassisted tally and Crabtree 
scored her first goal before the 
second period was complete to 
up the lead to 11-0.

Sterrett scored her sixth goal 
with 11:00 remaining in the 
second period before Madi Oye 
capped the scoring with 9:58 left 
to play.

Dingmann and Aukes led the 
Cards with three assists, while 
Oye, Claire Baustian, Lexi Hen-
richs and Maddie Dinger charted 
two assists each.

Carly Serie, Crabtree and 
Shelby Kracht finished the con-
test with one assist each.

Dream/continued on page 20
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DDaanngg F Fiinnee  DDiinnee
SOUTH HWY 75SOUTH HWY 75

LUVERNE, MNLUVERNE, MN

Better Water. 
pure and simple.®

114 N Kniss Ave, Luverne 
507-283-9105
rrwater@iw.net

luverne.culliganman.com

310 W Hatting St, Luverne, MN
(507) 283-8083

Congrats on your 
State appearance! 

We love you, Maddie.

Mom, Dad, Ellie and Kamryn
Van Batavia

412 S KNISS AVE. LUVERNE, MN  56156
PHONE 507-449-2828 

FAX 507-449-2829

Stroeh’s 
Auto Center

 We provide complete auto care for any make or 

model vehicle, from oil changes to engine repairs

Alan Stroeh   321 E Main St.   Luverne   283-4226

Jan. 28
New Ulm 4,
Luverne 2

Th e Cardinals completed the 
regular season with an 18-6 re-
cord after dropping a two-goal 
decision to the Eagles in New 
Ulm.

Luverne was playing for a share 
of the Big South Conference title 
if the Cards could have topped 
the Eagles.

New Ulm, however, completed 
league play with a 14-0 record 
after earning the win.

Th e Eagles scored the game’s 

fi rst four goals.
New Ulm scored twice in the 

fi rst period and added two more 
goals in the fi rst 9:23 of the second 
stanza to gain a 4-0 cushion.

Luverne netted goals in the 
second and third periods, but 
the Cardinals couldn’t complete 

a comeback.
Makayla Sterrett scored with 

3:15 remaining in the second pe-
riod after being set up by Madisyn 
Dingmann to make it a 4-1 game.

Dingmann scored 3:59 into the 
second period with an assist going 
to Mariah Aukes.

New Ulm sported a 41-16 ad-
vantage in shots on goal in the 
game.

Emilie Bartels made 37 saves 
in net for the home-standing-
Cardinals.

Dream/continued on page 22

Dream/continued from page 19

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh np 6

Luverne senior Makayla Sterrett slips the puck under the stick of New Prague’s Catie Skaja during consolation play  at Ridder Arena in Minneapolis.
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THE 
CREATIVE TOUCH

Interior Priming, Painting 
& Custom Wall and Cabinet Finishes

 
 

725 N. Cedar  •  Luverne, MN 56156

Lisa Ketterling
507-820-1522Make your 

house 
your home.

 

THE 
CREATIVE TOUCH

Interior Priming, Painting 
& Custom Wall and Cabinet Finishes

 
 

725 N. Cedar  •  Luverne, MN 56156

Lisa Ketterling
507-820-1522Make your 

house 
your home.

 

   Franken
Construction

Travis Franken, Lic #20627458 & Insured
1332 181st, Luverne
Cell: 507-920-8253

Call today for a
FREE ESTIMATE.

411 W. Gabrielson
Luverne, Minnesota

401 S. Cedar
Luverne, MN

507-283-2863

Ketterling Services, Inc.

online at www.ketterlingservicesinc.com

Congrats to Luverne 
Girls' Hockey!

We love you Shelby!
Love,

Mom, Dad and Spencer

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh np 26

Young Cardinal fans try to get the attention of Luverne senior goalie Kennedy Gonnerman as the net-minder leaves the ice after the consolation semifinal.
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Luverne 
Optimist Club

Water made by
reverse osmosis process

Rentals • Sales • Service

610 West Hatting • Luverne, MN
507-283-4630  • Darin Smeins

Lic. # WM068242

D. & G.
Drinking

Water
Systems

507-283-4343
626 South Kniss

Luverne, MN
Faye Bremer, owner
www.salon75.com

Feb. 5
Luverne 5,
Mankato West 1

Th e Cardinals earned the right 
to play in the championship game 
of the Section 3A Tournament for 
the fi rst time in two years when 
they opened the event by hosting 

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh blake 22

Luverne sophomore Maddie Dinger advances the puck out of the defensive zone during the state quarterfi nal against Blake at the Xcel Energy Center. 

Dream/continued from page 20
Mankato West at the Blue Mound 
Ice Arena.

Th e fi fth-seeded Scarlets scored 
the game’s fi rst goal 4:31 into the 
contest, but the Cardinals scored 
fi ve unanswered goals the rest 
of the way to secure a four-goal 
victory.

Madisyn Dingmann knotted 
the score at one before the fi rst 
period was complete.

Mariah Aukes took over at that 
point by netting the next three 
tallies to give the Cards a 4-1 
cushion.

Aukes gave LHS its fi rst lead 

(2-1) with 8:23 remaining in the 
second period before scoring 
twice in the fi rst 6:03 of the third 
period to make it a 4-1 game.

Both of Aukes’ goals in the third 
period were unassisted.

Makayla Sterrett capped the 
scoring with 3:13 left to play.

Emilie Bartels made 28 saves 
for an LHS squad that sported a 
31-29 advantage in shots on goal 
at game’s end.

Dingmann, Sterrett and Carly 
Serie registered one assist each.

Dream/continued on page 23
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Congratulations, Emilie BartelsEmilie Bartels, on a 
great season! We're so proud of you!

Uncle Joel & Sandy Kelm, 
along with Liz & Kate 
and Grandma Kelm

Orv’s
BIG

BAR

UPTOWN ADRIAN, MN
507-483-2885

Your hometown electric utility
Locally owned

Locally controlled

A partner with

Luverne Flowers & Greenhouses
811 W. Warren • 283-4451

Luverne Landscaping, L.L.C
Shop: 507-283-4451 
Cell: 507-920-9932

Kevin Jacobsma
811 W. Warren, Luverne, MN

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh blake 22

Luverne junior defenseman Carly Serie (above) keeps Blake’s Addie Burton 
away from LHS goalie Emilie Bartels during the section quarterfi nal in St. 
Paul. Senior Madison Dingmann (right) battles for the puck with a New 
Prague player in the consolation semifi nal. 

Dream/continued from page 22
Feb. 9
Luverne 5,
Fairmont 2

Th e Cardinals captured their 
fi rst Section 3A championship 
in program history when they 
topped Fairmont by three goals 
during the title game in Redwood 
Falls.

For the second consecutive sec-

tion game, the Cardinals found 
themselves facing a defi cit after 
the fi rst period of play.

Luverne, however, scored fi ve 
unanswered goals in the fi nal 
26:56 of the game to earn the right 
to advance to state.

Mariah Aukes reached a mile-

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh np 2Dream/continued on page 24
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www.gnpcompany.com

203 E. Brown St.

ST. CATHERINE’S CHURCH

* Countertops * Inlays * Commercial & Residential Signage * 
Custom Fabrication * Full Service Manufacturing * Laser Etching * 

Product Design * Furniture * Stone & Tile Engraving *

Luverne 
Rotary Club

905 N Kniss Ave905 N Kniss Ave
LuverneLuverne

Scott Viessman • 605-335-1538

507-283-4405
Hills Stainless SteelHills Stainless Steel

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh np 88
Luverne’s Mariah Aukes, pictured slipping the puck through the legs of New Prague’s Sami Witt, scored her 100th career goal during the section playoffs. 

stone in the game and paced an 
LHS off ense that sported a 44-20 
advantage in shots on goal by 
recording a hat trick.

After surrendering a pair of 
goals in the first period, LHS 

goalie Emilie Bartels blanked 
Fairmont the rest of the night and 
fi nished the game with 18 saves.

Fairmont, the tournament’s 
third seed, stunned top-seeded 
Luverne by netting a pair of goals 

in the game’s fi rst 13:20 to open 
a 2-0 lead that would remain 
intact when the fi rst period was 
complete.

Th e rest of the game belonged 
to the Cardinals, who knotted 

the score at two in the second 
period and scored three goals 
in the third period to clinch the 
section crown.

Aukes ignited the rally when 
she netted a power-play goal 7:04 

into the second period.
When Aukes poked a rebound 

into the net with 3:31 remaining 
in the period to knot the score 

Dream/continued on page 25

Dream/continued from page 23
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Nelson FarmsNelson FarmsNelson Farms
1289 200th Ave, Magnolia, MN 

507-283-4234

G & S AUTO
Sales and Service, Inc.

ASE Certifi ed Mechanics

Complete Auto Repair:
engine, transmission, tires, lube & oil.

507-283-8146
After hours or emergency: 1-800-620-6501

Phil Gorter

AA A

Merecie Domagala, Agent
Email: mdomagala@amfam.com

114 W Main St Ste 100
Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-4695
24-Hour Claims Reporting: 1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

102 E Pearl St Ste 102
Adrian, MN 56110

Funerall HHomeFFuuneral HHoommeell H
es& Creemmaattion Servic

Luverne, MN • 507-283-4567
www.dingmannandsons.com

One team
One dream

A local, family-owned funeral home 
for over four generations

at two, she reached the 100-goal 
mark for her career.

Aukes completed her hat trick 
and gave the Cards a 3-2 edge 
when she registered a power-
play goal with 9:45 remaining in 
the game.

Madisyn Dingmann recorded 
an empty-net goal with 33 sec-
onds left to play before Makayla 
Sterrett drilled a slap shot into 
the net just before time expired to 
cap Luverne’s three-goal victory.

Madi Oye and Dingmann 
contributed three and two assists 
respectively to the winning eff ort.

Aukes and Sterrett charted one 
assist each.

Feb. 17
Blake 10,
Luverne 0

Luverne’s first state tourna-
ment game in the history of the 
girls’ hockey program turned into 
a rough outing when the Cardi-
nals squared off  against the Bears 
during the Class A quarterfi nals at 
the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul.

Blake, the tournament’s No. 1 
seed, lived up the billing during 
a commanding ten-goal victory.

Th e Bears set a tournament 
record for shots on goal (60) in a 
regulation game and by yielding 
the fewest shots on goal (two) to 
an opposing team.

Although Blake directed 26 
shots on goal in the fi rst period of 
play, LHS goalie kept the Cardi-
nals in contention by making 24 
saves during a period that ended 
with the Bears sporting a 2-0 lead.

Th e constant pressure applied 
by the Bears wore the Cardinals 
down in the second and third 
periods.

Senior Carly Bullock, who will 
play college hockey at Princeton 
University, scored three of her 
team’s four goals in a second 
period that ended with the Bears 
sporting a 6-0 lead and a 50-0 
advantage in shots on goal.

Luverne senior Ma disyn Ding-
mann did direct a pair of shots 
on goal for the Cardinals in the 
third period.

Blake, however, scored four 
goals in the fi nal stanza.

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh blake 25

Luverne’s Madi Oye, one of fi ve senior players on the 2015-16 roster, advances the puck during the state quarterfi nal against Blake.

Dream/
continued
from page 24

Dream/continued on page 26
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(507) 962-3250
Hills, MN

(507) 967-2570
Ellsworth, MN

(507) 449-6000
Luverne, MN

Exchange State Bank is locally owned,managed and 
staffed by people you know and trust.

Banking with people you know and trust
At Exchange State Bank we take 

our relationship with our
customers seriously

• Local people • Local decisions • Local commitment
• Local investment • Local management

Our Staff have Deep Roots 
in the Community and with 
personable people here to 

put you fi rst.
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Bob’s Locker
Lismore, MN
507-472-8525

Heidebrink & Associates
Agency, Inc.

FARM - HOME - BUSINESS - LONG TERM CARE
AUTO - CROP - LIFE - HEALTH

LUVERNE OFFICE
224 East Main, Luverne, MN 56156  Phone 507-283-4085

ADRIAN OFFICE
216 Maine Ave., Adrian, MN 56110  Phone 507-483-2223

The Estenson Company

507-283-2386

419 E. Main, Luverne

tknoll@iw.net

Country Cupboards
2 miles S. of Luverne on Hwy. 75

Phone 507-283-8176

John Rittenhouse photo/0831.tab a vb
Five seniors grace the roster of the 2006 Adrian High School volleyball team. They are (from left) Jessica Bullerman, Courtney 
Thier, Tanna Honermann, Jacy Bullerman and Kelsey Tjepkes.

By John Rittenhouse
Adrian volleyball coach 

Mary Jo Graphenteen faces a 
rebuilding project during her 
second season as mentor of  
the Dragons.

Graduation last spring 
took seven seniors and four 
all-around starters from a 
team that compiled a 7-16-3 
record in 2005, so there are 
some positions that need to 
be fi lled.

Graphenteen will patch 
the holes in her lineup from 
a roster consisting of  five 
seniors and six juniors when 
the season begins, but the play-
ers who will be called on to fi ll 
the void are not battle-tested 
veterans.

“Inexperience is a concern 
right now,” Graphenteen 
said.

“We have a lot players who 
lack time on the court. As we 
get further into the season, I 
think we’ll improve dramati-
cally, but it’s going to take some 
time to fi ll in the spots left by 
our seniors from last year.”

Seniors played instrumen-
tal roles for the 2005 team, 
which advanced to the quar-
terfi nal round of  the South 
Section 3A Tournament with 
a 3-1 win over Hills-Beaver 
before falling to top-ranked 
Southwest Christian.

Brittnay Bullerman, an 
all-around player, made the 
All-RRC squad as a senior. If  
it wouldn’t have been for knee 
injury that sidelined Jessica 
Parsley for a good share of  the 
2005 campaign, she probably 
would have earned an All-RRC 
roster spot instead of  drawing 
honorable mention from the 

Dragons rebuilding after losing offensive standouts

“We have a lot players who lack time on the court.
As we get further into the season, I think we’ll improve 

dramatically, but it’s going to take some time to fi ll in the 
spots left by our seniors from last year.”

– Mary Jo Graphenteen,
Adrian volleyball coach

league’s coaches.
Lacy Weidert and Sarah 

Jensen also served as all-
around players during their 
senior seasons, while Jolene 
Reisdorfer, Jena Feeken and 

Abbey Henning made con-
tributions by coming off  the 
bench.

“I would say 90 percent of  
our offensive output came 
from Parsley and Bullerman 

last season. Bullerman also 
did 80 percent of  our passing. 
They were three-year starters, 
and they leave us with some 
big holes to fi ll,” Graphenteen 
said.

The Dragons will have some 
players returning to court 
with experience, including 
two starters with all-around 
capabilities.

Senior Courtney Thier, a 
5-5 outside hitter, earned a 
starting position before being 
injured last season. Kayla Bull-
erman, a 5-5 junior, returns as 
a starting setter.

“It really hurt us when 
Courtney was injured last year. 
She’ll be a leader on the fl oor 

Dragons/ cont. on page 17
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Luverne Building Center,
not just a small town lumber yard

Luverne Building Center is striving to be your One Stop for ideas, advice,
and a helping hand to assist in your home remodeling or building projects.

All with the best service and lowest prices possible!

The Luverne Build-
ing Center has many 
years of experience and 
knowledge of building 
materials to help you 
with any building or re-
pair projects.

Owner Sam Berg-
horst worked in the 
construction business 
for 17 years before pur-
chasing the business 
with Larry Voss. That 
was 12 years ago. Many 
of the employees have 
been with the Building 
Center for over a decade 
and have experience in 
related industries.

Ken Ahrendt came 
to the business with 
15 years experience in 
the building material 
industry. Mike Mead 
and James Rahm both 
worked in construc-
tion before joining the 
Luverne Building Cen-
ter team.

Lorna Anderson 
and Kevin Benson have 
worked for the busi-
ness for 11 years.

Owner Sam Berghorst
Employees from left to right, 
Kevin Benson, Ken Ahrendt, 

Lorna Anderson, James Rahm 
and Mike Mead.

    

and Quotes on Garages, Pole Barns, Decks,
Windows, Kitchen Cabinets,

Doors and Siding...
Any of your building projects.
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102 E. Maple,
Luverne, MN

507-283-9151

Bullock scored 27 seconds into the 
frame and the Bears added three goals 
in the final 10:18 of the game to complete 
their win.

Bartels made 50 saves for an LHS squad 
that was outshot 60-2 in the contest.

Feb. 18
New Prague 7,
Luverne 2

Luverne’s magical 20-6 season came to 
an end with a five-goal loss to the Trojans 
during the consolation semifinals staged 

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh blake 29

Luverne senior forward Makayla Sterrett swipes at the puck in front of a Blake defender during the state quarterfinal at the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul.

Dream/continued from page 25

at Ridder Arena in Minneapolis.
The Cardinals played much better in 

their second game of the state tourna-
ment, but New Prague scored the final 
four goals of the game to win the game 
handily.

Just like the first game of the state 
tournament, Luverne fell behind 2-0 in 
the game’s first period.

New Prague’s second goal of the open-
ing stanza came from sophomore Cattie 

Dream/continued on page 27
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Skaja, who has verbally committed 
to play college hockey at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota.

Mariah Aukes cut New Prague’s 
lead in half (2-1) when she registered 
a power-play goal at the 10:44 mark 
of the second period.

Madisyn Dingmann received an 
assist for the tally.

Skaja scored seven seconds later 
for the Trojans to make it a 3-1 game, 
but Dingmann recorded a power-
play goal with an assist going to 
Makayla Sterrett to trim the dif-
ference to one goal (3-2) with 9:27 

remaining in the second stanza.
New Prague scored with 6:46 left 

in the second period make it a 4-2 
game.

Skaja capped a four-goal eff ort 
by scoring three times in the third 
period, including a pair of unas-
sisted tallies.

New Prague sported a 44-14 ad-
vantage in shots on goal in the game.

Emilie Bartels stopped 36 of the 
43 shots she face in net before giving 
way to Kennedy Gonnerman, who 
saved the only shot she faced in the 
game’s fi nal 5:06.

Dream/continued from page 26

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh np 3

Luverne senior forward Madisyn Dingmann scored the 100th goal of her career early in the 
2015-16 season.  She also netted one ºgoal at the state tournnament.

John Rittenhouse photo/0225 lgh blake 9

The Cardinal players gather in front of the net prior to playing their fi rst state tournament 
game in program history against Blake. 

Brandon, SD • 605-582-2520
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Congratulations

Cardinals!
Section 3A ChampionsSection 3A Champions

First-time State Tournament Qualifi ersFirst-time State Tournament Qualifi ers

We're proud to support Luverne
High School Activities and to be

a part of this winning community!
116 East Main Street • Luverne • 507-283-2366
Hwy. 75 • 800 South Kniss • Luverne • 507-283-9131
Main Street • Beaver Crek • 507-673-2334
MoneyLine (888) 616-BANK 
www.minnwestbank.com
Member FDIC

JOHN RITTENHOUSE PHOTO

Front Row: Rylee Olson, Mariah Aukes, Makayla Sterrett, Madisyn Dingmann, Lexi Henrichs, Maddie Dinger, Second Row:  Kennedy Gon-
nerman, Shelby Kracht, Claire Baustian, Cori Nath, Emilie Bartels, Third Row: Adayla Rouzer, Carly Serie, Madi Oye, Madison Crabtree, 
Bacn Row: coach Phillip Paquette, coach Tanner Skattum, head coach Tony Sandbulte, manager Stephanie Riggs, Regan Feit and man-
ager Allie Skattum.
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